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What's it like to be a missionary and pastor during the novel coronavirus

outbreak? 

That is a great question. Thank you for asking. Here in Lithuania, we have begun

week seven of our national quarantine.  Like other places it was crazy in the

beginning. First our schools closed down but our churches were open with

extreme caution. Late Saturday night the government made the call the national

quarantine would take place beginning Monday at midnight. We cancelled church

that Sunday.

Unsure of what I could do and how I could serve my congregation, I first created a

Facebook group to care for the people. The church is in the village, so many don't

have the internet or a device. There is no stockpiling of food or toilet paper.

These goods are expensive with the little income many do receive. The

pensioners receive even less which makes it difficult for many.  It breaks my heart

to see some going through trash cans for leftover food, or to find plastics, glass

and aluminum bottles for cash or items to sell. 

Eventually, the church asked “Kunage(pastor) when are we going to have mass

(worship)?” I quickly came up with an order for worship that included sermon,

scripture, and prayer. It warmed my heart that church is important to them and

so is their community.  

 

 



 

We take communion here weekly or as often as we can. Many believe that worship without

communion is not a full worship service.  This is due to the influence in Lithuanian culture from

the Catholic Church.  Securing permission from the Bishop to celebrate communion virtually

together was important.

Palm Sunday was my first day of worship with online communion.  We had permission and

advance notice so the congregation could gather their elements.  As I shared the communion

liturgy in Lithuanian and was instructed to receive together, I was able to look everyone in their

eyes.  I saw their faces that resemble the love of Jesus Christ among us and in us.  As we received

the elements,  I said these words in Lithuanian, time felt like it stopped. In front of a screen, we

savored this holy moment gathered together as a body of Christ.  Afterwards,  there were many

tears falling and welled up in my congregation's eyes. The sweet taste of the juice and the bread

reminded me that while we are many and one in Christ Jesus. All these moments are sacred and

authentic. Lithuania also has a tradition to make their own palms to be blessed on Palm Sunday.

During the benediction, everyone held theirs up,  from branches gathered in nature to potted

plants. Parishioners, and their homes, received this blessing again in a new way.  It was very

beautiful.

 

I never would have imagined that I would spend my last three months as a missionary

quarantined  in my flat only able to go to the grocery store and for a daily walk for exercise. I

truly do miss so much at this time.  I check in with my youth to see how they are doing and

handling all of this. I've learned that all believe online school is very hard with a lot of extra

work without being able to meet the teacher and ask for additional help. They want to

succeed as many have national exams coming up soon. I miss seeing my few friends. Freely

going to the cafe. Traveling around the country to explore  as my time winds down.

 

Currently, there are 1,500 cases in the virus in the country. I'm very safe and comfortable

here even though isolation and loneliness exacerbates cabin fever.

 

 Currently,  I am set to return back to the United States on June 2. I'm not sure what will

happen. There is a lot of unknown in this situation around travel bans and getting

international flights. Tentatively, I have a few places to come back to iterate to in the Illinois

Great Rivers Conference. Due to the unknown situation  of the shelter in place order in

Illinois, I'll share that information later as to when I'll share my ministry and what that will

look like.  You may have the option to join me online! 

 

Please remember to pray for me and all missionaries still serving abroad.  Some days are

easier than others. Please pray for my remaining time and to be able to say goodbye well. 

Please pray that  my travel arrangements be of God's will. Pray for my transition here and

back to Illinois.  Pray for the place I will land and be sent to serve. Pray that God will give

continued wisdom, strength and peace.



Thank you for your continued support! To the individuals, churches, and communities

who have supported me on this journey so far. I am not alone and you have gone with

me. Your support helps the ministry here in Lithuania. Seeds of love, grace and

forgiveness were planted in the community. Your donations help me serve two

communities to be a pastor, a youth pastor and to share the good news of Jesus Christ.
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