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A STORY OF TRANSFORMATION
Sixteen-year-old Michael got 

quiet.  While the rest of the Boys’ Choir 
kept singing, Cunningham’s Chaplain 
watched Michael cautiously, wondering 
if his change in behavior was going 
to result in a meltdown and disrupt 
the Wednesday night chapel service.  
Instead, Michael stood still, absorbing 
the peaceful atmosphere.  The choir 
ended its performance, and Michael 
filed off the stage. 

At the end of the evening, he 
approached Chaplain Gay and said, 
“While we were singing, I felt a chill 
though my body but it wasn’t cold. Is 
that normal?” Chaplain Gay smiled 
and compassionately explained that 
sometimes God uses different ways to 
get our attention. She said, “Sometimes 
a feeling like this is God’s way of 
helping us and letting us know that God 
is near.” 

The two walked to her office and 
Michael started talking…and talking…
and talking. His behavior was so unusu-
al that even Michael made a comment 
about it.  As he started asking questions 
and opening up with the Chaplain, 
many feelings poured out: how he 
disliked his negative thoughts; how he 
struggled with making friends; how he 
couldn’t understand why God let him 
be born if God knew bad things were 

going to happen to him; and how he 
wanted be himself but felt that he didn’t 
know who he was.

Chaplain Gay recognized that 
Michael, typically an angry, reserved 
teen, had changed his demeanor during 
their conversation. He even smiled a 
few times.  She mentioned to him that 
nothing in their conversation had been 
negative and that he seemed happy 
while he was talking. Michael com-
mented on how good he felt inside.

Chaplain Gay said, “Do you think 
God was trying to help you find a 
way to open up about your feelings?” 
Michael nodded. He said, “I feel better 
sharing this with you. Maybe God just 
wanted me to talk. Maybe I should 
continue to share these feelings.”

A simple moment in chapel proved 
transformational for Michael. He 
continues on the road to healing as he 
works with Chaplain Gay and others to 
face his past and move forward toward 
forgiveness and hope.

Because the Nearest Ting 
to Heaven Is a Child.
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IGRC, we pray 
that you will 
invest in the faith 
development 
of our children 
and families well 
into the future 
as you give 
generously to 
the endowment 
to support our 
chaplains. 


