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RETREAT
SELF-CARE

APRIL 21-22 
THE SHRINE OF OUR LADY 
OF THE SNOWS
BELLEVILLE, ILLINOIS

PCC
SPONSORED

RETREAT LOCATION: 

National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows

442 S. DeMazenod Dr, Belleville, IL 62223

(Located on IL State Highway 15 east)

The office of Pastoral Care and Counseling will host a Self-Care Retreat for IGRC clergy and/or 
spouses (ie: individual clergy, clergy groups, individual spouses, groups of spouses) April 21-22 
at the National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville. Friday dinner is provided with event 
registration and Saturday breakfast is provided with Friday night hotel stay (rate is $75.85 before 
tax).

BOOM has authorized .8 CEU’s for those wanting to attend all workshops beginning Friday at 
3pm through Saturday at 4:30pm, otherwise attend the workshops you are interested in and 
enjoy the beautiful grounds at The Shrine or rejuvenate yourself as you see fit. We serve others 
best when we feed our soul.

Cost for the event is $25 per person. Register online before April 5 at: www.igrc.org/self-
care2017. Please contact The Shrine for hotel reservations at 618.397.1162, 800.682.2879 or 
email hotel@snows.org referencing that you are attending the IGRC PCC Self-Care Retreat.  

Childcare will be available at a cost of $10 per family (not per child) and will be provided at Bel-
leville St. Matthew UMC, just minutes from the Shrine. Parents must pick up and drop off children 
as no transportation will be provided. Childcare registration deadline is April 1 and reservations 
can be made at www.igrc.org/selfcare2017-childcare.

Topics of workshops during the retreat include:
• Do We Encourage or Discourage Self-

Care as a Culture?
• Our Healthiest Selves with Nutrition and 

Exercise
• Sacred Spaces: An Experiential Faith 

Exploration
• Wake Up Your Life

• Chair Yoga and Healthy Living
• Marriage Self-Care
• Finding Your Treasures
• “What My Spouse Doesn’t Tell Me” 

Benefits Education
• Understanding Stress and Management 

of Chronic Stress
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To read a column by Dr. Curt Keller on the importance of self care, visit http://www.igrc.org/newsdetail/7804091

Mt. Carmel hosts Prentice Sermon April 23
MT. CARMEL – Mt. Carmel Trinity UMC will host the 
annual Prentice Sermon, sponsored by the IGRC 
Commission on Archives and History on Sunday, April 23, 
at the church's 9 a.m. worship service.

Dr. Paul Stroble, chair of the Commission on Archives and 
History, will be the preacher.

The Prentice Sermon began with a bequest from a 
Methodist layman in Springfield to honor a group 
of persons who are well known for their untiring 
proclamation of the Gospel, the pioneer Methodist circuit 

riding preachers. Hiram Buck Prentice made his bequest 
to the Illinois Conference in 1922 to pay the expenses of 
one of the ministers of the Illinois Conference to preach 
upon the topic, “the Ministry and service as exemplified 
by the lives and labors of pioneer preachers of the Illinois 
Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church.”  

Mt. Carmel is one of two communities which will 
be celebrating its 200th anniversary in 2017 and 
three Methodist ministers were instrumental in the 
community's founding.
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Energized by Easter
What happened? 
The disciples that Jesus had assembled started drifting 

away at the Passover. By the time we get to the crucifixion 
of Jesus only a few women and John, the beloved disciple, 
remain clearly visible. Each of the original disciples aban-
doned Jesus in one way or another. They all deserted Jesus 
and fled away in fear.

Jesus’ last words on the cross were, “It is finished!”  
After uttering those last words, he died. His death, while 
predicted and announced by Jesus himself, left his disciples 
in a state of disarray and panic. The followers of Jesus were 
broken, defeated, and most of them, as echoed by the two 
pilgrims on the Emmaus road, experienced a state of un-
paralleled hopelessness.

How did this ragtag group of frightened followers 
experience both personal and corporate renewal and trans-
formation? Their transformation was so powerful and effec-
tive that they were eventually noted for “turning the world 
upside down.” What happened?

Recently I was in Jerusalem on a Holy Land pilgrim-
age with a group of newly-ordained Elders. While there I 
visited three sites that claimed to be the place where the 
dead body of Jesus was buried. This apparent contradiction 
would raise some skepticism for some but for me it was a 
great comfort. I was comforted by the fact that Jesus was 
NOT found in any of the gravesites. The event that changed 
the early disciples and gave birth to the early church was 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. This momentous event 
changed the frightened disciples and enabled their commu-
nities to be transformed into areas of hope and help. 

The resurrection of Jesus is the most important event 
in human history. The same power that raised Jesus from 
the dead transformed individual lives empowering them for 
mission and ministry. The work of redemption was finished 
on the cross but it was the power of the resurrection that 
gave new life and empowerment to the followers of Jesus. 

The two that shared the Emmaus walk with Jesus, 
after their eyes were opened, found their strength renewed 
and their passion set ablaze. They were so excited that they 
forgot about their weariness and their fatigue and they im-
mediately set out for Jerusalem to share the good news that 
Jesus Christ is alive. Hearing and experiencing this good 
news the followers of Jesus rallied together, experienced 
healing, forgiveness, solidarity and unity, and together they 
were transformed.

Our Lenten journey, by its design, is a time for spiri-
tual wrestling, renewal and transformation. This journey of 
self-denial and soul-searching culminates with the celebra-
tion of the resurrection of Jesus. This high holy day should 
serve as a launching pad for propelling the church forward 
in its mission and ministry to a needy world. The unified 
message of the church is that our fear has been transformed 
into faith.  “Christ is risen indeed!”

What happened? Tremaine Hawkins sings a beautiful 
gospel song about the transformative power of Jesus, she 
says, “a change, a wonderful change has come over me!” 
The disciples were changed by the power of the resurrection 
and in turn they changed the world. 

The power that raised Jesus from the dead is still 
available for us today. The personal testimony of the early 
church was experiential. Sunday after Sunday we gather in 
mini-celebrations of the resurrection. The joy and passion 
that we celebrate on Easter Sunday should sustain us in our 
community ministries Monday through Saturday.  The joy 
of Easter is for sharing with a needy world. We are called to 
be energized by the resurrection message, “He is Alive.”

Allow this good news to provide the energy and the 
passion that enables you to move forward as a difference 
maker so that it might be said of us that we too are “turning 
the world upside down!”

God Bless, 
Bishop Frank J. Beard

NEWS From The Episcopal Office

Bishop Frank Beard

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard appoints the following:

Christine Cunningham to Effingham Centenary, Embarras River 
District, effective July 1.

Bradley Watkins to Willow Hill, Illinois River District, effective July 1.

Casey Taylor to Quest Grace, Iroquois River District, effective July 1.

Jerry Haley to Sparta First, Mississippi River District, effective July 1.

Timothy Ozment to Peoria First, Illinois River District, effective July 1.

Charge realignments
Alan Milligan to Karnak-Cross Roads, Cache River District, effective 
July 1. He previously served as pastor of Karnak-Olmsted-Ohio 
Chapel.

David E. Rose to Wanda-Wood River First, Mississippi River District, 
effective July 1. He previously served Wood River First.

Photos courtesy of Bishop Frank J. Beard

Bishop Frank Beard's Day Off amounted to 18 large mouth bass and 
a stringer full of crappie. What have you been fishing for and what 
are your results? The Current is starting a new feature “Fish Stories” 
with your reports. Share your stories of getting into the deep water 
and what you have caught when you and God have joined forces. 
Email your stories and digital photos to pblack@igrc.org with 
the Subject Line “Fish Story.”  Remember to send large-resolution 
photos as attachments not embedded in a Word document. Fish 
stories will also be accepted by mail at: The Current, P.O. Box 19207, 
Springfield, IL  62794-9207 with a photo that can be scanned. The 
first such Fish Story appears on Page 8 of this issue.

Deaths
The Rev. Leroy Pittman (97), a retired pastor, 
passed away on March 23, 2017 in Carbondale, 
IL.

He served local churches in the former Southern 
Illinois Conference and also as the Director of 
Camping for the Southern Illinois Conference.

His wife, Vera, passed away in 2011.

Condolences may be sent to a son, Stephen Pittman, 100 S Hewitt, 
Carbondale, IL 62901.

A full obituary may be found at the following website and messages 
for the family may be posted there: http://www.meredithfh.com/
obituaries/LeRoy-Pittman?obId=1576899#/obituaryInfo 

The Rev. Charlotte Ann Cowan (87), a retired 
pastor, passed away on March 21, 2017.
She served local churches in the former South-
ern Illinois Conference, retiring from Wood 
River Evangelical in 1995.

A Celebration of Life Service will be held on April 
1, 2017 at 1:30 pm at the Troy United Methodist Church, Troy, IL.

Condolences may be sent to a daughter, Amy Sue Hunter, 8825 
Rosewood Hills Dr., Edwardsville, IL  62025.

A full obituary may be found at the following website and messages 
for the family may be posted there: http://www.irwinchapel.
com/_mgxroot/page_10780.php?id=1712756

Phyllis M. Olson (77), widow of the late Rev. 
Larry A. Olson, passed away on Friday, March 
17, 2017 in Cedar Rapids, IA.

She and her husband served local churches in 
both the Central Illinois Conference and in the 

IGRC, retiring from Albion in 2002.

Condolences may be sent to a daughter, Cindy Mettler, 4401 Adams 
Ct NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52411.

A full obituary may be found at the following website and messages 
for the family may be posted there: http://www.murdochfuneral-
home.com/obituaries/Phyllis-Olson-4/

Janet M. Doane, wife of retired pastor Dennis 
Doane, died March 19.

She and Dennis served local churches in the 
former Southern Illinois Conference and retired 
from Harrisburg First UMC in 2001.

Janet is also the mother of IGRC pastor Mark 
Doane, who serves God's New Parish in Centralia.

Condolences may be sent to the Rev. Dennis Doane at 201 S Belt W., 
Apt. 120, Belleville, IL 62220-2541 and also to the Rev. Mark Doane 
at 730 S. Poplar St., Centralia, IL 62801-4536.

Rev. Stephen W. Brown, 70, died March 11 
in Jasper, Ind.

Brown was a minister of another denomination 
who served in the IGRC at Brownstown, Corner-
stone and Loraine. He then moved to Indiana 
and served in the Indiana Conference.

His wife, Betty Williams Brown, survives. Condolences may be sent 
to her at PO Box 292, Dale, IN 47523. 

A full obituary may be found at the following website: http://www.
legacy.com/obituaries/courierpress/obituary.aspx?n=stephen-
w-brown&pid=184491805&fhid=24970
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Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
workshops available 
SPRINGFIELD – Churches exploring how 
to reach the deaf, hard of hearing or late-
deafened communities are invited to request 
a workshop from the Conference Committee 
on Deaf and Hard of Hearing.

A 90-minute, interactive workshop taught by 
Margaret Johnston, American Sign Language 
interpreter, will raise awareness, provide 
resources and an opportunity to answer ques-
tions.

The focus will be on developing faith and 
facilitating communication within the church.

To schedule your workshop, contact Johnston 
by email at: mrosejohnston@gmail.com  

Two Reaching New 
People workshops 
scheduled
SPRINGFIELD – Two Reaching New People 
workshops, sponsored by the IGRC Office of 
Congregational Development, remain this 
spring: April 1 at Elmwood UMC and April 29 
at Gibson City UMC.

Plan now to bring a team from your church.

Read more or register online at: www.igrc.
org/reachingnewpeople

Festival of Quilts for  
Cunningham Home 
April 7-8
URBANA – Cunningham Children's Home 
will host its annual Festival of Quilts , April 
7-8 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., at Cunningham's 
Spiritual Life Center in Urbana. 

Cunningham's largest fundraiser, the festival 
honors the tradition of the United Methodist 
Women, and the quilts they have created and 
donated for more than 100 years for our kids. 
Each child at Cunningham receives a quilt of 
their own to wrap them in warmth, safety, and 
love.

The Festival includes a collection of show 
quilts that creatively blur the lines between 
conventional quilt making and fine art. Quilts 
of all sizes will also be available to purchase 
through a silent auction and quilt boutique. 
Visitors may also enjoy guest speakers, good-
ies from the bake sale, lunch at the café, and 

handcrafted items from the gift shop. 

Full-time studio artist and professional mem-
ber of the Studio Art Quilt Associates and Art 
Quilt Network, Deborah Fell will present sto-
ries of hope that inspire her work, Friday and 
Saturday at 2 p.m. Well-known quilt teacher, 
lecturer, and competitive quilter, Sherry 
Fourez Sollers will present her miniature quilts 
on Saturday at 11 a.m. 

Admission is a suggested donation of $5 per 
person and all proceeds will benefit children 
and youth served by Cunningham. Contact 
Bernice Dallas at bdallas@cunninghamhome.
org or call 217-337-9058 to learn more.

Download flyer at: http://www.cunning-
hamhome.org/sites/default/files/17%20
Festival%20of%20Quilts%20Brochure%20
%28small%20for%20web%29.pdf 

Revolucion 2017 youth 
conference April 21-22  
PEORIA – Peoria First UMC will host Revolu-
cion 2017 youth conference April 21-22 for 
youth ages 14 to 20.

The theme for the event is My Identity and 
Purpose.  Participants will be challenged to 
find their identity and purpose through God 
through worship, speakers, breakout sessions 
and games.

Keynote speakers are Eugene Daniel and 
Efrain Reyes.

Cost is $20. Register before April 1 to receive 
a t-shirt.

Register online by visiting:  www.revolu-
cionpeoria.com/

Five-Day Academy for 
Spiritual Formation     
slated
CARLINVILLE – The 2017 Five-Day Academy 
for Spiritual Formation will be April 23-28 at 
Lake Williamson Christian Center in Carlinville.

Online registration is now open at: www.igrc.
org/fiveday2017 

The Academy is a program of Upper Room 
Ministries, providing an opportunity for clergy 
and laity to tune their hearts toward God 
through a daily rhythm of prayer, worship, 
learning and reflection. Each day includes 
teachings by gifted spiritual leaders to 
deepen our walk with God, periods of silence, 
morning and evening prayer, Eucharist, and 
an opportunity to share with and encourage 
one another.

Registration through April 3 is $700 which 
includes room and board plus all supplies for 
the week. Rooms are single occupancy with 
private baths. A $100 non-refundable deposit 
is required at the time of registration.

Continuing education credit is available for 
participants who commit to full-time partici-
pation.

Beautiful U Conference 
April 22
TROY – Harvest Ministry Team will host its 
Beautiful U Girl's Conference for teen girls 
and their female ministry leaders on Saturday, 
April 22, at Troy UMC. 

The conference, which will run from 9 a.m. to 
3:45 p.m., will include various 

speakers, workshops, crafts, 
worship and music aimed at 
helping girls recognize that 
true beauty comes from the 
heart in love with God. 

Registration rates for groups 
or mom/daughter combos. 
For more information, visit: 
www.beautifuluconference.
com or call 618-667-6241. 

Conference Board of 
Global Ministries partner 
for Potato Drop
SPRINGFIELD – The Conference Board of 
Global Ministries will host a Potato Drop on 
Saturday, April 29, at the Central Illinois Food 
Bank, 1937 E. Cook St., Springfield, IL 62703.

Volunteers are needed to work at the Food 
Bank to sort canned and frozen food. A 
minimum of 40 volunteers are needed for this 
effort.ld like to get a minimum of 40 volun-
teers to help on this day. Please also email Jeff 
Thornton  at jathorn66@att.net if your group 
is planning on working at the event on this 
day. 

The Potato Drop will be begin at 8 a.m. and 
should finish with sufficient volunteers by 
10:30 a.m.

Potatoes will be available one of two ways.  
An estimated 38,000 pounds will be avail-
able for distribution. The first way to obtain 
potatoes is to pick them up in person at the 
Food Bank the day of the event. Those wish-
ing to do so will need to email their requests 
to Jeff Thornton at jathorn66@att.net. The 
potatoes should be in individual 10 pound 
bags wrapped in 50 pounds bundles.  

The second method of distribution will be 
partner agencies of Central Illinois Foodbank 
will be able to order the amount through the 
Foodbank.

The Central Illinois Food Bank will distribute 
close to 12 million pounds of food supplies to 
those that are hungry this year.  

Women of Faith: A Day of 
New Beginnings
SPRINGFIELD – Springfield Kumler, Grace 
and Douglas Ave. UMC's are jointly hosting a 
spring women's conference, Women of Faith: 
A Day of New Beginnings on Saturday, May 6, 
at Douglas Ave. UMC.

Keynote speaker for the event will be Rev. 

Gifty Roberts-Smith. Presentations will also be 
made by Rev. Nancy Wilson and Rev. Sylvester 
and Aletha Weatherall. Topics will include a 
new beginning, forgiveness and healing. Spe-
cial guest for the event will be Melissa Beard, 
wife of Bishop Frank J. Beard.

Registration and check-in will be from 8:30 to 
9 a.m., with the conference running from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Cost is $20 per person and in-
cludes both a continental breakfast and lunch.

Register by calling Kumler UMC at 217-523-
2046 or by emailing: kumler2010@aol.com by 
April 26.  

Download flyer at: http://files.constantcon-
tact.com/72d8f968001/67d44b81-8c32-
428e-8498-1f72a4a2b1c9.docx 

FUMMWA hosts Awaken 
2017 in Little Rock
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – The Fellowship of United 
Methodists in Music and Worship Arts will 
gather to July 24-27 in Little Rock, Ark., to 
explore what it means to engage in transfor-
mative worship in communities that are full of 
complexities, conflicts, and politics during its 
biennial convocation.

Titled Awaken 2017: Wake up! Worship. What’s 
next?, the convocation is a unique event for 
musicians, dancers, visual artists, preachers, 
and all who seek to serve God's people by 
designing and leading participatory worship 
experiences.

During the event, attendees will gather for 
daily worship in addition to learning through 
a wide variety of seminars and hands-on 
experiences, as well as numerous choral read-
ing sessions. A highlight of the event will be a 
panel discussion on the Little Rock Nine held 
at Philander Smith College, a historically Black 
college affiliated with The United Methodist 
Church.

For more information or to register, visit www.
umfellowship.org/Awaken2017.

Fairview Heights Christ   
to host Large Church     
Initiative event
FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS  – Fairview Heights Christ 
UMC will be hosting the denomination's Large 
Church Initiative event, Navigating Change, 
May 8-10.

Keynote speakers include Jon Acuff, Thom 
Rainer, Telley Gadson, Brad Kalajainen, Adam 
Weber, Ashley Cooper and Bishop Robert 
Schnase.

More information can be obtained from the 
event website at www.lc17.com

A Facebook page has also been established 
for the event at: https://www.facebook.com/
lci17/ 

Missionary Connie Wieck 
to itinerate in IGRC     
during summer
SPRINGFIELD – Connie Wieck, a missionary 
through the General Board of Global Minis-
tries will be itinerating in the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference from July 15 to Aug. 28.

Her Sunday mornings are filled but there are 
many opening throughout the weeks and 
churches who would like to have her visit 
may do so by contacting Carolyn Yockey at 
CLPY508@aol.com or by calling 309-452-
3936. Travel time will be taken into consider-
ation so that her schedule can be clustered 
to make maximum use of the time available.

Wieck’s itineration calendar may be viewed 
at: www.igrc.org/missions-itinerationcal-
endar

First United Methodist Church of Normal is looking 
for a Director of Children and Family Ministries.  
For a full job description please visit  http://
normalfumc.org/news/team-staff-position-
opening/  

Office Manager

Springfield Grace UMC is looking for an office manager.  
The position will provide administrative support to the 
church office, Senior Pastor and other staff members.  For 
a full description and to apply visit the link  http://www.
igrc.org/classifiedsdetail/office-manager-7767099

Director of Children 
and Family Ministries

Worship 
Leader

The United Church of Heyworth is seeking a Worship Leader to 
lead and organize a band for our contemporary Worship service 
and direct our choir. This is a part time position. Salary is based on 
experience and qualifications. Candidates can inquire about the 
position by contacting Rev. Linda Vonck and sending references to 
The United Church, 302 East Main, Heyworth, Illinois 61745.
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BY CLAY MORGAN

For most of human history, people 
had no reference materials other than 
the people around the fire and in their 
homes. In the grand sweep of time, 
having access to books and teachers is 

relatively new.
These days, even dictionary and television sets are 

old news, as the large majority of us carries more infor-
mation in our pockets than the average person could 
dream of until even a generation or two ago.

Yet, for all the content at our fingertips, being prop-
erly informed today can be as difficult as ever as we swim 
through oceans of (sometimes inaccurate) information 
and noise.

The importance of sending reliable messages is noth-
ing new to organizational leaders. Our credibility is on 
the line.

In the church world, we cringe as Pontius Pilate fails 
to realize that the answer to his amazing question “What 
is truth?” was standing right in front of him (in the form 
of Jesus). Conversely, we celebrate the Bereans who were 
known for examining religious texts to see if they held up 
under scrutiny. In other words, the Apostle Paul holds up 
critical thinking as a godly model.

So the goal is to become critical thinkers, but the 
reality is that we are all biased. As a result, we can’t always 
trust what we think we know or control what we want to 
know. Compounding the struggle are manipulative social 
forces like media and cultural trendsetters, who range 
from liberal to conservative and everything in between.

How can we limit the impact of viral falsehoods in 
the Information Age? How can we guard against being 
manipulated by people who count our clicks as cash? 
What would Jesus share?

The answer is to become better critical thinkers and 
communicators.

Here then are five steps to help us follow the example 
of those ancient Bereans who built a lasting reputation by 
being responsible consumers of information.

Step 1: Intentionally decide to find the truth
Sounds obvious, but we have to want to know the 

truth. Critical thinking requires openness and humility 
because we have to be willing to be wrong about what we 
think we know.

As communicators, we also must recognize the way 
we are asking our listeners to become vulnerable. Some 
people simply aren’t ready or willing to challenge their 
own assumptions, and may be threatened by anyone who 
offers counterpoints and different perspectives to their 
worldviews.

In a world of so much misinformation, we have to 
aggressively pursue what is real.

Step 2: Honestly assess your own biases
Everyone likes to think they are fair-minded in-

dividuals. For some reason, admitting to being biased 
seems like having a weakness. But, everyone has biases. 
It's natural and OK. However, just because we accept the 
inevitability of our personal biases does not mean our 
team members and congregants will feel the same.

So, how can people see their different perspectives 
in a constructive way? A good starting point is to share 
some of our own biases.

Here are three examples of how our views get 
formed:

• Geography — The communities we grow up in 
shape the way we see other people and places.

• Education — All school systems are not created 
equally, but even good educators use data they gath-
ered when they were students. Then we read books 
that are no longer up-to-date. How many outdated 
facts and interpretations do we continue to share 
long after the data has changed?

• Media bias — Like news producers, we may tend to 
jump on sensational stories, especially negative ones. 
If it ever seems like all the news is negative, you’re 
right, because that’s what sells. As a result, we often 
can’t help but see a shark on every beach and a gun-
man near every building.

Those are just three examples that affect most ev-
eryone. It’s not hard to recognize the ways those realities 
might impact our beliefs and actions.

By sharing our common biases and honestly talking 
about more positive realities, we can reset our intent to 
begin seeing everything in healthier ways.

Step 3: Don't let your own negative feelings 
blind you to reality

Whether scanning our Facebook walls or tuning 
into our favorite cable news channels, we all know the 
satisfaction of hearing our own views echoed back. Dis-
cipleship Ministries has a good article that explains how 
availability bias causes us to think that the viewpoints we 
personally hear are the only ones that matter.

Sometimes inaccuracies succeed because we want 
false stories to be true. They make us feel right and good 
and validated. But we lose much when we lose commit-
ment to the truth, such as credibility and maybe even 
relationships.

The trick is to remove emotion as much as possible 
when thinking through any topic. We need to model 
objective thinking for the people we 
influence. We should communicate 
rationally, like good journalists who 
resist personal biases in favor of facts.

Before spreading ideas, we 
should responsibly check our facts, 
and we should encourage others to 
do so. If we just parrot anything we 
hear because it makes us feel good, 
then critical thinking dies and with it 
an important part of civilized society. 
There is nothing wrong with being a doubting Thomas. 
He was skeptical in the face of something unbelievable, 
sought proof, and accepted the verified truth. Doubt is 
not the enemy of faith.

Step 4: Understand other viewpoints with as 
much passion as your own

Once we are open to being wrong and finding differ-
ent ways to filter the world around us, we can begin the 
bridge-building work of connecting to others even if they 
believe radically different things than us.

Gaining a clear understanding of differing view-
points offers at least three immediate advantages.

1. We strengthen our own credibility by being able to 
clearly articulate positions we disagree with.

2. We learn and may even arrive at a new, stronger 
position on any number of issues.

3. We show people we care enough to find out who 
they are by learning what they believe and why.

In the context of critical thinking and communica-
tion, this aspect might be the most critical. With so many 
competing ideas and internet spaces to spout them, we 
can easily lose sight of the person on the other end of our 
opinion. If relationships suffer because of our drive to be 
right, we all lose. We are called to love people, not win 
arguments.

Step 5: Communicate clearly and lovingly
It’s important to reinforce civility, integrity and love. 

Even finding truth isn’t the end of our responsibility. We 
must also share the truth in love.

In his letter to the Colossians, Paul asked his friends 
to pray that God would create opportunities for commu-
nicating truth and that, when the time came, he would be 
able to proclaim it clearly. His conclusion in that passage 
still stands as a great bit of communication theory today.

“… Make the most of every opportunity. Let your 
conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, 
so that you may know how to answer everyone.”

How we think and talk
Critical thinking and communication will forever be 

tied to each other. If we fail to think critically, our cred-
ibility will suffer and our communication will fail. And 
if we don’t help others learn to put aside biases and be ob-
jective then our communities will be filled with increas-
ing false communications.

When researching any issue, here are some key ques-
tions to keep in mind:

• Is someone with an agenda benefitting from what 
you’re investigating?

• Whose needs are being ignored by the information 
sharer?

• Do the arguments come with facts, reason and 
evidence?

• Are any sources included to back up the claims be-

ing made?

You can probably think of other good questions to 
add here or share with your community. One great way 
to set the example is to provide a setting for people to ask 
questions and challenge your views.

Above all, when engaging any conversation, we must 
check our emotions, be committed to finding only what 
is true, and communicating our perspectives with love.

(Clay Morgan is an author from Dallas, Texas who spent a 
decade teaching college courses in the social sciences before 
becoming a consultant in communications and organiza-
tional strategy. Clay enjoys writing at the intersection of 
culture and spirituality. He has done ministry with college 
students for years and loves finding creative ways to engage 
millennials.)

Separating fact from fiction: 
A guide to critical thinking

How can we limit the impact of viral falsehoods in 
the Information Age? How can we guard against 
being manipulated by people who count our clicks 
as cash? What would Jesus share?
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BY PAM ADAMS 
Peoria Journal-Star 

PEORIA – The hand-printed signs near the curb 
along Perry Street are the first clue something different is 
happening at First United Methodist Church this week.

“Estacionamiento del Consulado.”
Loosely translated: “Parking for the Consulate.”
By Saturday afternoon, about 500 Mexican citizens 

from throughout central Illinois will have made their 
way to the Mexican Consulate’s mobile unit, which 
has been based in the church's worship center since 
Wednesday.

“It’s much easier for a team of 13 to travel than to 
have 500 people travel to our main offices,” Rebeca Ron 
Noriega, of the Mexican Consulate in Chicago, said 
Friday.

Think of the mobile unit as a mini-consulate or a 
traveling county clerk’s office, where Mexican nationals 
can get passports, birth certificate copies, identification 
cards or register to vote in Mexico’s elections.

Consulate officers sat at long tables, lined with com-
puters, printers and cameras. Clients, who had already 
arranged appointments for Friday, sat in rows of chairs 
waiting their turn. Children waited with parents also, 
from babies in car-seat carriers to teenagers in head-
phones. The scene had all the markings of a routine trip 
to the driver’s license bureau, except the national politics 
surrounding the mobile unit's Peoria visit are anything 
but routine this year.

The day before the mobile unit arrived in Peoria, 
President Donald Trump’s administration issued tough 
new guidelines on detaining and deporting undocu-
mented immigrants and immigrants with criminal 

records. Combined with Trump’s tough talk on im-
migration and Mexico-U.S. relations, many in the local 
Mexican-American community are fearful about the 
future, said the Rev. Adrian Garcia, pastor of Hispanic 
and outreach ministries at First United Methodist.

But Garcia, who helps coordinate the mobile units 
Peoria visits, said he has not noticed a difference in the 
numbers visiting the mobile unit or the types of service 
they’re requesting. Convenience is the main advantage 
of the mobile units, he said.

With the proper documents, people born in Mexico 
can get a copy of a birth certificate within minutes. 
People can get “matriculas,” or government-issued iden-
tification cards, for themselves or their children. Some 
hold dual citizenship or they want their children to hold 
dual citizenships.

The ID cards feature fingerprints, retinal-imaging 
and 27 digital locks to prevent identification theft, ac-
cording to Marco Peral, of the consulate offices.

Ron Noriega said the unit provides services to all 
who come.

“They’re Mexicans, regardless of their status,” she 
said. “We don’t ask, there’s no reason to ask. We’re only 
providing a service.”

The mobile unit's services expanded this year, to 
include health screenings and legal advice on immigra-
tion, labor and other administrative issues. Staff from 
Alivio Medical Center, a Chicago-based clinic, travel 
with the mobile unit.

“It’s a new approach,” Ron Noriega said. “We want 
to encourage nationals to use the other services the con-
sulate offers, not just to get documents renewed.”

Friendship House was among the local agencies that 
set up a booth.

The mobile consulate travels to 46 locations a year, 
from Galena to Fort Wayne, Ind. At the end of the day 
Saturday, the team will pack up the equipment, return to 
Chicago, rest, then head to Palatine next week.

(Reprinted with permission from the Feb. 25 issue of the 
Peoria Journal-Star, www.pjstar.com)

Photos by Fred Zwicky, Peoria Journal-Star

Carrina Serrano tells a seven-year-old girl how to place her thumbs for 
prints, while Adella Busso provides helpful information as they and 
other Chicago Mexican Consulate Mobile Unit staff help process people 
Feb. 24 at First UMC in Peoria to help hundreds of Mexican nationals 
process passports and identification applications. Without the mobile 
unit, people would have to travel to the consulate in Chicago.

Consulate helps Mexican nationals in Peoria

May we never stop dreaming of a better world
BY REV. BRADLEY D. SHUMAKER
Coal City UMC

JUAREZ, Mexico – It was a Tuesday of our work 
week as we were building up the walls of two homes. The 
irony of that Tuesday was on that particular day (Jan. 24), 
the new president just signed an 
Executive Order for the build-
ing of a wall along the border 
between the United States and 
Mexico. We were standing on 
the Mexican side of the border.

This is nothing new. 
The construction of these 

two homes were the 37th and 
38th homes that we have been 
building in Ciudad Juarez, 
Mexico, since 2004. 

In January 2003, I was 
sent on the trip for ordinands 
to participate in Operacion 
Hogar, a United Methodist 
Volunteers in Mission Project 
in northern Mexico. At the time, Operacion Hogar was 
hosting 35 teams a year to work on projects in Ciudad 
Juarez (a retirement home, a medical clinic, a refugee cen-
ter, and home construction) and in Nuevo Casas Grandes 
(home repair and church construction).  The group of 
volunteers from the 2002 and 2003 ordination classes 
from the Illinois Great Rivers Conference were building 

an addition on the medical clinic that served the poor of 
the Hidalgo Colony in Juarez.

I will admit that my participation in this trip felt far 
from passion and more as a hoop to jump through for 
the ordination process.  After filling out the paperwork 
that included a form that read “Notification of Death” and 

instructions of what to do with 
my remains and my belong-
ings should something happen, 
I signed my will, and I kissed 
my two sons, then 2 years old 
and five months old, goodbye, 
as I begrudgingly headed out 
on the ordinands’ mission trip.  
After wallowing in 

self-pity in my own
self-induced misery for the first four days of the trip, 

I finally allowed God to take over.
On Thursday of our work week, we went and toured 

the other projects of Operacion Hogar.  Our bus took 
us to the Anapra Colony on the western edge of Juarez. 
Many of the people who settled in Anapra migrated from 
southern Mexico and Central America hoping to cross 
the border into the United States only to discover they 
could not cross legally. Anapra was built on the city’s 
landfill, so the land was cheap. 

Though the land could get purchased at a relatively 
low cost, the construction of homes typically consisted of 
wooden pallets and cardboard held together by tar paper. 

Operacion Hogar was working to replace 
these homes with cinder block homes that 
protected families from the elements and 
the danger of flammable homes.

As we toured the Anapra Colony and 
walked through the tight knit communi-
ties and homes of indigenous people, the 
children mobbed us with their hand-
made goods that they would sell at the 
border crossing every day. Though we 
made our purchases of tortilla baskets 
and toy guitars, there was something 
far greater at work in me. It was the 
children that absolutely softened my 

JUAREZ  CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Photos by Mike Poole
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 Members of Effingham Centenary UMC’s Green Team
Photo courtesy of Christina Krost

EFFINGHAM CENTENARY UMC 
AWARDED SMART ENERGY GRANT
BY CHRISTINA KROST

EFFINGHAM – Effingham Centenary UMC has been 
awarded a smart energy grant by an environmental 
group, Faith in Place, which will fund three months of 
the church’s recycling dumpster fees.

Faith in Place partnered with the church’s pastors, Joe 
Scheets and Jessica Baldyga and the church’s Green 
Team member on the church’s seven-year-old recy-
cling program. The grant required Centenary UMC 
to host four smart energy-related events over two 
months with a goal of educating a target number of 
people from both the church and wider community.

These events included a smart energy workshop, 
where attendees were educated about the smart 
grid, smart meters, energy efficiency, and special 
pricing programs offered by Ameren. Christina  Krost, 
who does outreach or the interfaith earth care group 
Faith in Place was also invited to preach on the Chris-
tian responsibility of environmental stewardship and 
the United Methodist Church Social Principles on The 
Natural World. 

Centenary UMC met their education targets and 
secured their grant funds in late February. An added 
benefit of this grant program have been the conver-
sations started in the church and wider community 
about how people of faith should be leading on 
creation care as a reflection of our love for God and 
neighbor.  

In the spring of 2010 the members of Centenary UMC 
in Effingham identified a problem in their commu-
nity: there was nowhere to recycle their plastic, paper, 

and aluminum. This is a common issue in small rural 
communities: municipalities cannot always afford 
recycling receptacles and local waste haulers do not 
offer curb side recycling services. But Effingham is a 
town of nearly 13,000, and without a place to take 
recyclables these materials were taking up space in 
the local landfill and contributing to greenhouse gas 
emissions. So nine concerned church members iden-
tified an opportunity for local mission and created 
the Centenary Green Team. 

The Green Team cooperated with their local sanita-
tion service to host a recycling dump-
ster on the church property so that the 
community could have an accessible 
place to take their recyclables. There 
are two bins designated for cardboard, 
paper, plastic, aluminum, and tin. Effing-
ham residents are free to drop off their 
items any time of the day or night, 365 
days per year.

Members of the congregation pledged 
to support this ministry with a sug-
gested donation of $10/month. A secure 
donation box was also made available 
for community members wishing to 
contribute. But even with the generos-
ity of the congregation, the recycling 
ministry was expensive. The recycling 
bins were so popular that the Green 
Team soon realized that they needed to 
increase the number of weekly pick-ups, 
doubling the amount they paid each 

month to host the dumpster. And because no money 
is made from collecting the recyclables, they began 
to prayerfully consider how they would continue to 
fund this ministry.   

If you are interested in creation care programs for 
your house of worship on smart energy, sustainable 
food and land use, water preservation, or advocacy 
or are interested in applying for a smart energy grant, 
you can contact Christina Krost at christina@faithin-
place.org.  You can also visit www.faithinplace.org 
for more information. 

angry heart, brightened my miserable attitude, and 
most importantly, reminded me of who I was and why 
I was called into ministry. I cried all the way back to the 
mission house where we were staying. Some of that was 
guilt over how I approached the whole trip to begin in 
the first place, and some of those tears were in empathy 
for the lives we met, eyes into which we looked, and a 
commonness found in our humanity.

I knew I had to go back. So with all of my then 
youthful exuberance, I went home to the church I 
was serving and talked it up. I wanted others to go 
with me. We could finish the clinic. We could build 
homes. Relationships with those in my church and 
across cultural borders could be built. There was a 
feeling of connection and community that compas-
sion brings about.

Fourteen years after that first trip with the ordi-
nands, I stood on the other side of the border build-
ing  walls…not to keep people out…but walls of a 
home for a single mother of a toddler, and walls of a 
home for a young couple just starting their family. 

These were homes 37 and 38 that have been 

built by 304 missionaries representing seven churches 
from the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. Champaign 
Faith, Mossville, Walnut Grove, Glen Carbon New 
Bethel, Coal City, Moline Riverside, and Morton have 
provided a consistent stream of volunteers and resources 
to Operacion Hogar. When the war on drugs in Mexico 
made Juarez the most violent city in the world and par-
ticipation in the VIM project dropped to just a handful 
of brave churches beginning in 2009, these churches 
of IGRC continued to serve the mission of Operacion 
Hogar.  

Poverty doesn’t yield to fear, why should we?
Operacion Hogar may be the best kept secret of the 

plethora of mission opportunities that our denomina-
tion and churches are presented with every year. Maybe 
your mission giving is already wrapped up for the fore-
seeable future, but perhaps your church would consider 
a hands-on mission opportunity like Operacion Hogar. 
The above-mentioned churches are committed to re-
building the mission. In January,, Coal City, Champaign 
Faith, Morton, and Moline churches combined for one 

large group trip to expand the ministry. In 2018, 
rather than combining for one trip, each of 
those churches will be branching out to lead its 
own trip. Excitement is growing in our congre-
gations along with the passion for mission.

In this political climate, where rhetoric 
on immigration and nationalism is as divisive 
as the walls we build, cross-cultural mission 
opportunities are uniting congregations and 
building up the Kingdom of God. May we 
never stop this dreaming of a better world.

JUAREZ  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – Tornadoes ripped through six states, 
including Illinois Feb. 28 and once again, United Meth-
odists are being asked to respond. 

Tornadoes touched down in Washburn in the Illinois 
River District, as well as the Elkville-Vergennes and 
Carmi-Crossville region of the Cache River District. 
Three fatalities were reported -- two in Ottawa in the 
Northern Illinois Conference and one in Crossville. A 
fourth fatality was reported in Perryville, Mo.

The Feb. 28 tornados came on the eve of the fifth 
anniversary of a Leap Day tornado that did extensive 
damage in Harrisburg and Ridgway Feb. 29, 2012.

Washburn
The northwest corner of Washburn was struck by an 
EF-3 tornado that reached its peak wind speed of 150 
to 160 mph in the area west of town, demolishing one 
rural home and four other farm sites. In all, a prelimi-
nary damage estimate indicated 37 buildings were 
affected, including eight homes that were total losses. 
Two businesses in an industrial park and 24 other 
homes sustained varying levels of damage and there 
was also roof damage to the Low Point-Washburn 

Elementary School.

Elkville-Vergennes
An EF-4 tornado with a wind speed of 180 miles per 
hour and a path 50.4 miles long struck Perryville, Mo., 
killing one person and injuring 12. IGRC retired pastor 
Bruce Owens lives in Perryville and contact was made 
with Owens through social media and he reported he 
is fine despite heavy storm damage to the area. Owens 
is pastoring a Presbyterian church in the community. 

Weather officials said the tornado continued eastward 
into Illinois maintaining its intensity and stretched 
nearly 1/3 mile wide. The tornado leveled a home as it 
passed between Elkville and Dowell, and into Frank-
lin County. A house was leveled 1.75 miles south of 
Mulkeytown and began to weaken before dissipating 
1.8 miles southwest of Christopher.

Elkville UMC had to cancel Ash Wednesday services 
as the blacktop between Elkville and Vergennes was 
closed. News reports indicated that U.S. 51 remained 
closed Thursday as authorities began removing debris 
and restoring power due to downed power lines. 
Elkville schools was used as the command center. 

Pastor Angie Kaye Smith, pastor of Vergennes Wes-

ley and Elkville UMC’s, coordinated a distribution of 
cleaning buckets and totes from the Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center.

"That's just part of what the mission of our church is. 
When there are disasters, we're there. Not only in the 
United States but all around the world," Smith ex-
plained to an area TV station.

City officials says the donations from The United Meth-
odist Church have been crucial in the cleanup.

"The Methodist people came in from up north and 
they brought in these trailers, with these bins, about 
200 bins, and these cleaning supplies was just such a 
blessing because when people see those, they say, oh 
yes we need cleaning real bad," said Paul Cochran, a 
Vergennes village trustee.

Crossville
Crossville, located in White County had 17 homes dam-
aged. MMDC delivered 150 totes to Crossville UMC 
March 2. Matt Henson has mobilized a team of pastors 
from the area to distribute the totes to the damaged 
homes. 

A tornado, rated an EF-3 with peak wind speeds of 152 

BY DAVE COCHRAN
Pastor, Crossville UMC

CROSSVILLE – This is the story of a true 
survivor! As the Pastor of this remarkable 91 year 
old woman, I am compelled to tell her story-not 
just for the sheer amazement of her survival, but 
also as a story of the life-saving grace of God! 

Charlotte (Fieber) Porter, 91 years and 5 
months young, just survived her second tornado 
strike in her home in rural Crossville. The EF-3 
tornado struck her home at approximately 
10 p.m. Feb. 28. The first time the house was 
destroyed happened in March 1925, when 
Charlotte’s mother, Susan Fieber, was pregnant 
with Charlotte. Her father, Philip, a farmer, 
among many other occupations, lost his entire 
farm, house and buildings. 

The Tri-State Tornado, as it has been called, 
many lives throughout southern Illinois and 
many people in the path of the tornado lost 
everything. The Fieber family survived and re-
built the homestead, out buildings and a large 
barn, on the exact same spot in 1927, when 

Charlotte was two years old.
Fast forward to Feb. 28, when the EF3 

tornado hit the same area of rural Crossville. 
Charlotte was sleeping in her bedroom when the 
unmistakable sound of the tornado approached. 

“It sounded like a train, revving up its 
engines as it climbed uphill,” Charlotte said. 
She quickly got up and snatched up her beloved 
cat, Lily, and sat on the foot of her bed. Within 
seconds, glass was raining down on her from her 
windows being blown out. She grabbed a wool 
blanket from her spot on the bed and wrapped it 
around her shoulders and head to protect herself 
from falling debris. She recalls that when the 
windows gave out and came into her room, the 
cat bolted to another area of the house and that 
was the last time she recalls seeing or hearing 
from her beloved “Lily.”

About this time, one of the window frames 
flew across the room and hit her head near 
the back of her skull. This next portion of this 
incredible story is told to hopefully will save 
countless lives: Charlotte recalled an article from 
a magazine she had read at some time in her life, 

that if a person is ever in a terrible predicament 
like this, the best thing they can do is “Remain in 
your circle of safety.” 

“The ‘Circle of safety,’ is the area where you 
remained safe through the storm. It includes the 
area around you, about as far as you can reach. 
You survived in that circle and if you try and leave 
that circle, you might step on glass, nails, unsafe 
floors, hot electrical wires, etc.” she said. 

She also had the presence of mind to remain 
in the circle and pray for help. Charlotte sat in the 
pouring rain, wind, and more huge wind gusts, 
for a period of up to three hours, praying to God 
for help, for safety of her Lily, her kids and her 
neighbors. 

She recalls up to five more tornado strength 
winds blowing. Charlotte lives about a mile from 
town on a road where, directly across the road, 
there is a sub-station for the natural gas line that 
supplies Crossville. She didn’t know this at the 
time, but the tornado took the main valve and 
destroyed the sub-station. 

Charlotte also heard “hissing,” which was 
probably from a propane tank that was lifted from 
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miles per hour, traveled along a path 44.6 miles long. 
The tornado set down at 9:54 p.m. 4.2 miles northeast 
of Carmi and lifted at 10:45 p.m. 1.3 miles south-south-
east of Oakland City, Indiana.

In White County, the tornado damaged or destroyed 
35 homes, mobile homes and farm buildings. It was a 
quarter mile wide by the time it reached the Wabash 
River. One home that was severely damaged in this 
tornado was also damaged by the 1925 Tri-State Tor-
nado (see related story).

Other Southern Illinois tornados
An EF-0 tornado with peak wind speeds of 75 miles per 
hour traveled 4.1 miles from 8.4 miles west-southwest 
of Carbondale at 10:25 p.m. to 4.5 miles west of Car-
bondale at 10:30 p.m., producing mainly tree damage.

An EF-1 tornado with peak wind speeds of 95 miles per 
hour traveled 7.5 miles through Williamson County, 
setting down at 10:41 p.m. 2.2 miles southeast of Cart-
erville and lifting at 10:54 p.m. approximately 3.5 miles 
north of Marion.

In the Metro East area, Maryville St. Luke's parsonage 
and church sustained some damage but the church's 
Ash Wednesday services were held as planned. 

What you can do  
• Volunteer when requests are made to assist with 

cleanup. The City of Ottawa has already posted 
information on its website, www.cityofottawa.org 
with the latest information.

• Donations are being collected for residents in the 
Crossville and Phillipstown area.

• Food, gift cards, water, batteries, trash bags, totes 
are being collected at the Village Hall in Crossville. 
For additional information, call Brandi Williams 
(618-383-4864) or Hannah (618-966-2237).

• Donate to the Conference Disaster Fund #6800, 
or if you wish to assist in disaster response to 
the entire six-state region, donate to UMCOR 
Advance #901670 Disaster Response -- U.S. 
Designate your offerings to "Spring 2017 
Tornadoes." In addition to donating online, you 
can make your offerings through your local 
church and have your church treasurer remit 
these offerings with the church's apportionment 
payments to the conference.

• Assist by assembling personal dignity kits for 
the Midwest Mission Distribution Center. The 

materials for the kits can be found on the Center’s 
website, www.midwestmissiondc.org The Center 
will also accept donations as they can use the 
money to purchase supplies in bulk.

• Become an early responder. An early response 
training will be held at Eldorado UMC in Cache 
River District on April 8. Information can be found 
on the Conference Disaster Response page at 
www.igrc.org/disasterresponse. If the April 8 
date isn’t convenient request that a training be 
held at your church and make a commitment to 
provide 8-10 volunteers that want to be certified.

Above everything else, pray! Prayer is the one thing 
everyone can do. Pray for the communities, the fami-
lies and individuals that have been affected by these 
storms. Pray for those volunteers that will respond and 
for professional first responders who put their lives in 
harm's way for our safety. 

that if a person is ever in a terrible predicament 
like this, the best thing they can do is “Remain in 
your circle of safety.” 

“The ‘Circle of safety,’ is the area where you 
remained safe through the storm. It includes the 
area around you, about as far as you can reach. 
You survived in that circle and if you try and leave 
that circle, you might step on glass, nails, unsafe 
floors, hot electrical wires, etc.” she said. 

She also had the presence of mind to remain 
in the circle and pray for help. Charlotte sat in the 
pouring rain, wind, and more huge wind gusts, 
for a period of up to three hours, praying to God 
for help, for safety of her Lily, her kids and her 
neighbors. 

She recalls up to five more tornado strength 
winds blowing. Charlotte lives about a mile from 
town on a road where, directly across the road, 
there is a sub-station for the natural gas line that 
supplies Crossville. She didn’t know this at the 
time, but the tornado took the main valve and 
destroyed the sub-station. 

Charlotte also heard “hissing,” which was 
probably from a propane tank that was lifted from 

its location and thrown into her back yard, some 
75 feet away. Charlotte also heard the voices of 
men who were First responders, going by outside, 
who were calling to anyone who may have been 
trapped in what was left of her home. She could 
not physically yell back to them and she began 
to worry that they would leave soon. She opened 
a drawer beside her bed and took out a small 
flashlight and began to shine it out the window, 
hoping that someone might see it and realize she 
was trapped in her house.

Charlotte spent three hours on her bed, 
using her flashlight, and her amazing courage and 
strength, attempting to get someone to notice her 
light. 

Suddenly, Matt Garner approached the 
side window where Charlotte was and he yelled, 
“Mrs. Porter, are you in there?” He repeated it 
many times until Charlotte finally got him to 
understand she was in there. He told her to hold 
on and he would come in and get her out.

Garner had made his way over live wires 
and glass and boards with nails and debris, to the 
surprisingly intact back door. He broke it down 

and made his way to the bedroom 
where Charlotte still remained on 
her bed in her “Circle of safety.” He 
scooped her up and carried her 
through her destroyed home and 
out the back door to Charlotte’s 
back yard. He told her to walk 
slowly and he would guide them 
to safety as he knew where the 
wires where located. 

They got to his truck and 
he lifted her into the truck. Matt 
then went and got his ATV and 
transported Charlotte to his grandmother’s house 
across a muddy cornfield. Dazed, dirty and cold, 
Charlotte had no more than a couple of bumps on 
her head and another survival story to tell.

The extent of the damage and viciousness 
of the tornado was not evident until the light of 
day, March 1. Her two garages were completely 
gone, her Lincoln car, which was inside one of the 
garages, was tossed out in the yard against a tree. 
Her huge barn was completely gone. 

Courage? Strength? Survival skills? Faith in 

God? This amazing woman has all these and so 
much more! Charlotte Porter is a life-long United 
Methodist woman and has played the organ in 
Crossville UMC for roughly 75 years. 

On March 5, just four days after all this 
happened, Charlotte Porter arrived for our 
worship service, right on time, and sat and played 
the organ. 

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:
The house and garage of Nelda Bevill after the tornado hit Washburn 
Feb. 28. Photo courtesy of Peoria Public Radio

Drew Dewalt, 9, walks around the rubble March 1 with his father, Jason, 
near what had been the garage of their Washburn home until a EF-3 
tornado tore through the Woodford County community. 
 Photo by David Zalaznik, Peoria Journal-Star

Quentin Lashbrook, right, helps his friend, Nolan Waller, sort through 
debris March 1 at the site of his grandmother’s home in Elkville. 
 Photo by Isaac Smith, The Southern

The roof from Nick Smith and Tiffany Minton’s home was torn off during 
the Feb. 28 tornado and landed in their neighbor’s yard.
 Photo by Bryon Hetzler, The Southern 
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Photo courtesy of Judy Evans 

Jeanie Dahlquist, the oldest member of Milford UMC, cuts the ribbon at a consecration and dedication service, 
celebrating the completion of a three-year-old building project March 19. The project began with the installa-
tion of a new elevator/lift in 2014 with all work was provided by local contractors. District Superintendent Rose 
Booker Jones presided over the service. Dahlquist has been attending the church since she was 5 years old.

Grimmett appointed to 
Springfield First UMC

Booker-Jones moves to Mississippi River 
District, Lee to Iroquois River District

BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard, 
in consultation with the IGRC Cabinet, 
announces the appointment of Rev. 
Dr. Roger Grimmett as senior pastor of 
Springfield First UMC, effective July 1.

Grimmett, currently in 
his third year as superin-
tendent of the Missis-
sippi River District, suc-
ceeds the Rev. Dr. Roger 
Ross, who has been 
appointed as director of 

the Center for Congregational Excellence 
in the Missouri Conference.

Beard also announced the assignment of 
Rose Booker-Jones, currently superinten-
dent of the Iroquois River District as the 
new Mississippi River District superin-
tendent. Booker-Jones is in her third 
year as conference superintendent. Rev. 
Angie Eunjoo Lee, previously appointed 
to the Cabinet will assume duties in the 
Iroquois River District. 

The only vacancy on the Cabinet is in the 
Spoon River District where Beard said he 
would be announcing a new superinten-

dent in the near future.

The announcement of Grimmett’s 
appointment was shared March 6 in an 
email to Springfield First UMC members.

“All of us play an important part in the 
transition--through our prayers and posi-
tive attitudes going forward,” wrote Greg 
Riddle, chair of the staff-parish relations 
committee at Springfield First UMC. “Dr. 
Grimmett is ‘all in’ to continue our mis-
sion of making disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world. Let's 
do our part to continue that mission as 
well.”

Grimmett comes to Springfield First 
UMC with close to 30 years’ experience. 
His Doctor of Ministry degree has a 
concentration in biblical preaching. He 
has taught both preaching and worship 
to pastors in the Conference Course of 
Study Extension School.

Prior to serving on the Cabinet, Grim-
mett served pastorates at Decatur: 
South Shores (1986-1990); Bloomington 
Morningstar (1990-1997); Quincy Melrose 
Chapel (1997-2003); Forsyth (2003-2008) 
and Vandalia First (2008-2014).

Photo courtesy of Amanda Richards 

Led by a team of laypersons, members of Pana UMC fished for junior high students and caught 39 
for a weekend retreat to discover God's love.

What have you been fishing for 
and what are your results? Share your 
stories of getting into the deep water              

and what you have caught when you and 
God have joined forces.

NEW ORLEANS – IGRC Communica-
tions won six awards in the 2017 
United Methodist Association of Com-
municators awards for communication 
in 2016.

Graphic designer Kim Halusan won 
three awards, including a first place 
award for newsletters among confer-
ences and local churches. The award 
was for the newsletter Where Miracles 
Happen for the IGRC Camping program.

Halusan also garnered a third-place 
award for her design of a booklet for 
the Office of Pastoral Care and Coun-
seling and shared with IGRC Director of 
Communication Ministries Paul Black 
a third-place award for The Current 
among conference and local church 

magazines. Due to the changeover 
in format in mid-2015, The Current is 
now classified as a magazine and not a 
newspaper.

Black also won a first-place award 
for his work with the IGRC Board of 
Ordained Ministry for the board's can-
didacy mobile app and a second-place 
award in the same category for the 
2016 Annual Conference app which 
utilizes www.sched.org. This app will 
be used again at the 2017 Annual 
Conference.

Black also earned a third-place award 
for his story on McKendree University 
men's baskeball coach Harry Statham, 
which appeared in the March 2016 
issue of The Current.

Granadosin appointed as Spoon 
River District superintendent

SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard 
announced the appointment of the Rev. 
Stephen Granadosin, pastor of Industry and 

Vermont UMC's as Spoon 
River District superinten-
dent, effective July 1.

"Steve was an easy pick 
for DS," Beard said in mak-
ing the announcement. He 
is a man of integrity that 

has the respect of his peers and is a prayer 
warrior."

Born in the Philippines, Granadosin is 
no stranger to The United Methodist Church 
as his father, Paul Locke A. Granadosin, 
served as a bishop of the church in the Philip-
pines, elected in 1968 until his death in 2001. 
His mother is a deaconess specializing in sa-
cred music. He is married to the Rev. Cecilia 
Granadosin, an IGRC ordained elder.

Granadosin is in his 13th year of minis-
try in various capacities. He started as a lay 
missioner and a local pastor in Washington 
state -- experience which Beard cited as 
"invaluable to the Cabinet" as more and more 
local pastors are filling churches previously 
served by elders that have retired.

"As our Conference deploys more and 
more local pastors, Steve's gifts and experi-
ences will help the Cabinet make better and 
more effective appointments."

While in Washington, he helped provide 
El Dios Viviente, a Hispanic ministry in Seat-
tle with a venue for worship services. He was 

one of four pastors who formed a circuit that 
included the only United Methodist Church 
in Canada before it was chartered in 2006.

In the Northern Illinois Conference, 
Granadosin served as interim local pastor in 
Frankfort UMC and was an associate pas-
tor of Glenview UMC. While there, he was 
instrumental in raising funds for the Philip-
pines Central Conference Pension Fund 
through the General Board of Pensions.

Since coming to the IGRC, he has 
provided leadership through the Conference 
Board of Global Ministries in leading Volun-
teer in Mission teams to the Philippines. He 
has also organized joint youth gatherings and 
partnered in ministry with the former Nueva 
Vida Hispanic ministry in Beardstown.

Granadosin answered the call to ministry 
by attending the Course of Study at Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary and then 
moved on to obtain an M.Div. from G-ETS, 
graduating near the top of his class and re-
ceiving the Bishop Edsel A. Ammons Award 
for Racial Justice and Understanding. While 
at Garrett, he organized a prayer gathering of 
Muslim students at Northwestern and Garrett 
seminary students.

He has an undergraduate degree in psy-
chology and worked seven years as a network 
administrator for a Bell Company and was a 
music minister and choir director for more 
than 20 years.

The Granadosins have three adult chil-
dren and three grandchildren.

IGRC Communications wins six awards
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BY HEATHER HAHN

ATLANTA (UMNS) – Seminary professors are 
having their say on how The United Methodist Church 
should navigate its deep disagreements about the status 
of gay and lesbian individuals.

However, a number of scholars doubt the 
denomination can stay united — at least in its current 
form.

“If you have strong convictions either for or 
against gay marriage, it seems to me that in a Wesleyan 
understanding of holiness, saying yes to both in one 
body is problematic,” said the Rev. Kevin M. Watson. 
He is a Wesleyan and Methodist Studies professor at 
Emory University’s Candler School of Theology in 
Atlanta.

The United Methodist Board of Higher Education 
and Ministry brought together 28 academics from 
three countries for a sort of one-time think tank. The 
title of the March 9-12 gathering at Candler was “Unity 
of the Church and Human Sexuality: Toward a Faithful 
United Methodist Witness.”

The Rev. Kim Cape, the agency’s top executive, 
described the gathering as “an opportunity to 
demonstrate how people of faith with differing 
opinions and perspectives can discern God’s way.”

The goal was for participants to share their 
expertise in the Bible, church history, theology and 
Christian ethics as United Methodist leaders consider 
the denomination’s future. As Candler Dean Jan Love 
summed it up, the academics “honor God with their 
minds.”

Among the 
observers of the 
scholarly conversation 
were eight members of 
the Commission on a 
Way Forward, a group 
of bishops, other clergy and lay people entrusted with 
proposing a way through the denomination’s impasse 
on homosexuality. Other observers included seminary 
presidents, students and some LGBTQ individuals.

Florida Area Bishop Ken Carter, one of the 
commission’s moderators, also observed the gathering.

“These professors here represent the intellectual 
life of our church, and to try to find a way forward 
within the complexity of unity, division and LGBTQ 
concerns without drawing upon their work would be 
absurd,” Carter told United Methodist News Service. 
LGBTQ stands for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 
and queer.

The meeting brought together scholars from across 
the theological spectrum.

They included professors from the 13 United 
Methodist seminaries in the U.S., Asbury Theological 
Seminary in Kentucky, Cambine Theological 
Seminary in Mozambique and a scholar who teaches 
in Denmark, Norway and Sweden. Seminaries in the 
Association of United Methodist Theological Schools 
selected the participants and paid their way to attend.

Each participant presented a paper that Higher 

Education and Ministry will include in a book to be 
published by the end of the year. The agency also plans 
to offer a study guide based on the weekend by the end 
of the month at www.gbhem.org/colloquy.

The conversations were at times passionate, but 
never rancorous. The academics wrestled with how 
Methodism dealt with theological divisions and 
mergers in the past.

They also struggled with how to advise a 
denomination that now has an openly gay and married 
bishop — despite its official ban on same-gender 
unions and the ordination of “self-avowed practicing” 
gay clergy.

One question the scholars confronted was whether 
church teachings on homosexuality rank as status 
confessionis, a Latin phrase referring to doctrines 
Christians would refuse to recant even in the face of 
persecution. Many agreed that whether they should 
or not, these teachings now hold that status for many 
United Methodists.

At heart, much of the debate centered on whether 
a gay person in a committed relationship can lead a 
sanctified life.

That made sense to Rev. Ted Campbell, church 
history professor at Southern Methodist University’s 
Perkins School of Theology. He observed that past 
Methodist splits have typically come down to disputes 
on “the shape of a holy life.” That was certainly the case 
for U.S. Methodism’s 1844 split over slavery.

Even the 1844 separation didn’t end church strife. 

The dispute over who owned the publishing house 
eventually landed before the U.S. Supreme Court, and 
historians have no doubt that Methodists ended up 
killing fellow Methodists in the U.S. Civil War.

It was clear that many of the professors — 
regardless of their views — were weary of the current 
debate.

The Rev. Christopher H. Evans, professor of 
History of Christianity and Methodist Studies at 
Boston University School of Theology, told the group 
that they were dealing with questions he had heard 
since his seminary days in the 1980s.

“The feeling I have had over the last couple of days 
that really sums up where we are regardless of where 
we stand is really one of lament,” he said.

One idea some scholars broached was for the 
denomination to adopt some form of separation but 
also coexist in full communion. That would allow the 
exchange of clergy and some shared mission.

The United Methodist Church already has a full-
communion agreement with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, which ordains gay clergy. That 
agreement includes mechanisms so the agreement 

is not a backdoor for gay clergy to serve in United 
Methodist churches.

The Rev. Sarah Heaner Lancaster, a veteran in 
ecumenical talks and professor in the Werner Chair 
of Theology at Methodist Theological School in Ohio, 
cautioned that separation wouldn’t necessarily end 
the debate. Maintaining ecumenical relationships still 
requires Christians to talk to each other, often about 
divisive topics.

Not every scholar in attendance was convinced 
that same-gender relationships should be a deal-
breaker for The United Methodist Church.

The Rev. Lisa M. Allen-McLaurin, a professor of 
liturgy at the Interdenominational Theological Center 
in Atlanta and a Christian Methodist Episcopal pastor, 
challenged United Methodists to stay together.

“What I keep hearing is there is no way, but there 
is a way,” she said. “The way is to say, ‘Maybe I’m not 
right. Maybe my interpretation is not it exactly. Maybe 
I need to go down this road a little further with you.’ ”

The Rev. Catherine Kelsey, the dean of the chapel 
and spiritual formation at Iliff School of Theology, 
suggested the Way Forward Commission look at the 
issue of unity a bit differently.

“What if we were to ask: ‘What structures would 
help us join the mission of God that God wants to do 
through us in all of our different places?’ ” Kelsey said.

Reframing the question, she said, takes unity out 
of the realm of being a problem and into the realm of 
possibility.

The Way Forward Commission, which has met 
twice, is already considering possible structural 
changes to reshape how the denomination operates. 
However, it is too soon to say what those structures 
might look like.

Alice Williams, a lay member on the commission 
who is a lesbian, said she was impressed with the depth 
of thought the scholars brought to the discussion.

“I think it helped us to be faithful to our call,” she 
told UMNS.

Dave Nuckols, a fellow commission member, said 
commission members learned that “dividing is easy to 
do but pretty much impossible to do well.”

“Staying united is hard, but it’s possible if you are 
really committed to being the church together,” he said. 
“We have a history of division, but I don’t think that 
our history is our destiny.”

Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United 
Methodist News Service. 

Scholars raise doubts 
about church’s future

One question the scholars 

confronted was whether church 

teachings on homosexuality rank 

as status confessionis, a Latin phrase 

referring to doctrines Christians 

would refuse to recant even in the 

face of persecution. Many agreed 

that whether they should or not, 

these teachings now hold that 

status for many United Methodists.

At heart, much of the debate centered on whether a gay 
person in a committed relationship can lead a sanctified life.

 Watson Cape Campbell Lancaster
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Photo by Paul Black 
Samuel Quarshie, left, who has supervised many of the construction projects in Liberia paid a visit to Bishop Frank J. Beard Feb. 23, expressing his thanks on behalf of the 
Liberia Annual Conference for the partnership with the 10-year partnership with the IGRC. Bunny Wolfe, IGRC Coordinator of Missions and Outeach is also pictured, right.

IGRC mission teams 
return to Liberia
BY BUNNY WOLFE
IGRC Coordinator of Missions and Outreach

Two IGRC mission teams returned to Liberia 
after a two-year moratorium brought about by the 
Ebola outbreak in 2014 and a third is scheduled 
for July.

The Water is Life team arrived in Liberia 
Dec. 30. With little sleep but great excitement to 
finally be in Liberia after a two-year wait, on New 
Year’s Eve we attended the installation ceremony 
of newly-elected Bishop Samuel J. Quire. Later, 
the same day, we celebrated the beginning of 2017 
at S.T. Nagbe UMC.  What a great way to begin 
2017 and the team was quickly introduced to 
worship in Liberia. 

IGRC’s presence at Bishop Samuel Quire’s 
installation was historic and important for future 
mission plans. IGRC has been in partnership with 
Liberia since 2006. Many friendships have been 
formed and many projects completed. IGRC first 
became acquainted with Bishop Quire in 2006. 
At that time, he was then Director of the Bishop 
Judith Craig Children’s Home. To celebrate this 
new chapter in the Liberia Annual Conference 
alongside Liberian friends was an honor. 

For nearly three years, the Water is Life team 
held onto a vision of providing clean, safe water 
and hygiene trainings in Liberia. Why is safe 
water so critical in Liberia?  It is estimated that 
18 percent of Liberia’s yearly deaths are due to 
water related diseases. More than 800 children 
die annually from preventable illness caused by 
contaminated water and poor sanitation. 

Providing clean water became a reality as the 
team traveled to remote villages. The team walked 
to nearby streams with villagers to retrieve their 
source of drinking water. This water was used 
to demonstrate the use and maintenance of a 
water filter capable of providing one million liters 
of safe drinking water. As village leaders were 
trained, people looked on with interest and great 
hope for clean water.  Drums with filters attached 
were left in the villages, the John Kofi Asmah 
United Methodist School built by IGRC in West 
Point  and Bishop Judith Craig Children’s Home. 
Filters were also left with our support team in 
Liberia for use in their own homes. Healthy water 
will save lives one filter at a time. 

In mid-January, another IGRC team arrived 
in Liberia. While part of the team traveled to 
Buchanan to work on the reconstruction of the 
St Paul UMC in the Kakata Farmington District, 
others traveled to Gbarnga to work at Tubman 
Gray United Methodist School. The entire team 
later worked at the Bishop Judith Craig Children’s 
Home to begin the construction of a requested 
and much needed concrete fence to keep resi-
dents safe. Approximately half the cost of the 
fence has been donated to date. 

A Teacher Training Team is planned for July 
2017. This team will be meet with elementary 
and junior high teachers from United Methodist 
Schools in Gbarnga and Monrovia. It is not too 
late to sign up for this experience. You do not 
have to be a teacher to participate on this team. If 
interested contact bwolfe@igrc.org. 

Bethany UMC dedicated 
in Buchanan, Liberia
BY BUNNY WOLFE
IGRC Coordinator of Missions and Outreach

BUCHANAN, Liberia – Bethany United Methodist 
Church in Buchanan, a mission project of IGRC, was 
dedicated on Sunday, Jan. 22.  

Relocation has been a dream for many years. The origi-
nal Bethany UMC is on the Atlantic Ocean shoreline 
and the property is being reclaimed by ocean erosion.  
The original building is no longer safe. The Liberian 
government recently began a comprehensive erosion 
prevention plan and asked that the original church be 
removed. The timing on the newly completed Bethany 
UMC coincides with the government’s request. Our 
friends in Liberia would say “God’s time is the best 
time!” They live this daily. 

The foundation for the new Bethany UMC began 
through a donation from the Marshall First UMC. The 
walls and roof went up through the generosity of God-
frey First UMC. The Kinmundy UMC Foundation helped 
with the windows, doors and ceiling tiles. However, 
this was a cooperative effort in many more ways.

Although we often refer to many of IGRC mission proj-
ects as a 50-50 relationship, I believe the efforts of the 
local Bethany congregation and the sacrificial work of 
so many in Liberia far outweigh a 50 percent contribu-
tion. It would not have been possible without gener-
ous financial donations of churches in the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference. However, it also would not have 
happened without the volunteer work, community 
organization, local donations, a local contractor, the 
pastor who was daily at the building site throughout 
the process and the faithful oversight and organiza-
tional skills of Samuel Quarshie. 

Sam has helped with other IGRC projects in Liberia. He 
oversaw the building of the John Kofi Asmah United 
Methodist School in West Point through mobilization 
of that community. 

The Bethany UMC project was also another dream of 

Sam. His spiritually formative years were spent in a tin 
structure used as a parsonage for his family while his 
mother pastored the Bethany UMC for more than 12 
years.  Although he lives in Monrovia, he sacrificially 
traveled to Buchanan to oversee this project. Buchan-
an is nearly two hours from Monrovia. 

Each member of the Bethany UMC donated at least 
one bag of cement with some giving more. Other 
United Methodist churches in the Buchanan area 
joined into the effort. People originally from Buchan-
an, who currently live in Monrovia, financially donated 
toward the project. Women who are members of the 
Bethany UMC voluntarily fed workers. By the way, 
Liberians can eat a very large portion of rice. Provid-
ing food and safe water was a significant contribution. 
Young men traveled from West Point out of thankful-
ness for the school that now exists in their community 
through donations from IGRC.  Church members 
opened their homes to house and feed this team of 
young men throughout the project. 

The fact that the Bethany UMC in Buchanan was 
completed during the Ebola crisis is a testimony to 
God’s faithfulness. IGRC was not present during Ebola 
but the work continued. What a joy to dedicate the 
Bethany UMC in Buchanan while our team was in 
Liberia in January!  

The structured is completed, wired and painted. Four 
items remain to fully complete this project: light 
fixtures for the ceiling (wiring is in place), a generator 
for sound equipment and lights, pews and tiles for the 
floor.  Members currently carry their own chairs back 
and forth from their homes to attend services in the 
new building. Let’s REALLY finish this building!  

If you would like to know how to participate in the 
completion of Bethany UMC, contact Bunny Wolfe at 
bwolfe@igrc.org. Financial donations may be made 
to IGRC Liberia Reconstruction Advance #6660 and 
designated to the Bethany UMC project.

Illinois Great Rivers Conference
of The United Methodist Church

Liberia Mission Trip
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Teykl

Workshops announced for 2017 Annual Conference
Four workshops will be offered each of two days on 
Thursday and Friday noon at the 2017 Annual Confer-
ence. Identical sessions will be offered both days and 
each person will be able to register for the workshops 
as part of the Annual Conference registration that will 
open April 1.

• Building the Church in Prayer -- Rev. Dr. Terry 
Teykl, author of several books, including Pray and 
Grow, Pray the Price, Blueprint for the House of 
Prayer, Acts 29, Preyed on or Prayed For, Making 
Room to Pray, How to Pray After You've Kicked the 
Dog and Outside the Camp. Dr. Tekyl will also be 
the Friday Morning Manna speaker and speaker at 
the Saturday Morning Community Prayer Breakfast 
that will be held at nearby Bethel UMC and hosted 

by the Conference's United Methodist Men.

• Can We Talk?: Respectful Communication in a 
Polarized Church and Society -- Rev. Stephanie 
Ann Hixon, executive director of the JustPeace 
Center for Mediation and Conflict Transformation.

• Evangelism for Non-Evangelists -- Rev. Dr. Mark 
R. Teasdale, E. Stanley Jones Associate Profes-
sor of Evangelism, Garret-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary.

• Reaching New and Next Generations: Minis-
try with Gen Xers and Millennials -- Rev. Dr. 
Joe Scheets and Rev. Jessica Baldyga, pastors of 
Effingham Centenary UMC in the Embarras River 
District.

The Annual Conference Sessions Committee met 
March 10 and finalized a draft agenda for the 2017 An-
nual Conference, which will be June 8-10 at the Peoria 
Civic Center. 

The agenda can be viewed by visiting the IGRC 
website at: www.igrc.org/ac2017agenda. Additional 
information will be added.

Persons are able to set up a mobile app and pre-select 
which agenda items apply to them. Once set up, the 
app sends a daily schedule to the user each morning 
prior to the start of Annual Conference. Any last-min-
ute changes to room assignments and schedule will 
be pushed out through the app to those using it.

The main page for the 2017 Annual Conference is: 
www.igrc.org/ac2017. Secondary pages are found to 
the right-hand menu area. Additional pages will be 
added as information becomes available.

Registration will open April 1 at www.igrc.org/
ac2017registration.  Childcare and youth camp regis-
tration will open April 1 at: www.igrc.org/ac2017chi-
ldcare.   The following information is available now:

• Secretary's letter from Annual Conference 
Secretary Joy Caschetta. This letter was previ-
ously mailed to each lay and clergy member with 
an annual conference checklist will be arriving in 
the mail but you can view it online now at: www.
igrc.org/ac2017letter

• Annual Conference Checklist includes a list of 
deadlines, some of which have changed due to 
the shortened annual conference schedule. View 
it at: www.igrc.org/ac2017checklist 

• Hotel list of the Annual Conference block of 
rooms. Conferees are responsible for making 
their own reservations. Now is the best time to re-
serve your room. Rates are guaranteed through 
May 16, but rooms are assigned on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

• Request for Display Space. Setup and tear down 
times have been modified to conform to the new 
schedule. Requests need to be made by March 27. 
Visit: www.igrc.org/ac2017displays 

• Information on submitting reports/resolu-
tions. Provides a summary on the process for 
submitting items for consideration by the Annual 
Conference. Includes the deadlines, dates and 
responsibilities. Visit: www.igrc.org/ac2017reso-
lutions

• Information on A/V and tech support. Informa-
tion for presenters at the Annual Conference. 
Includes deadlines to ensure third-party items 
work with the equipment and those who seek 
help for creative assistance by IGRC Communica-
tions. Deadlines are strictly enforced! Plan early! 
Visit: www.igrc.org/ac2017AVsupport

Appointments being set   
for Clergy Directory photos
LifeTouch Studios is now setting up online appoint-
ments for clergy to have their photos taken at the 2017 
Annual Conference on June 8 and 9.

A new clergy directory will be produced this year. 
Clergy who had their photos taken at Covenant Keep-
ers 2017 will not need to have them taken again.

There is no cost for having one's photo taken. Persons 
will receive a free 8 x 10 or wallet size photos and 
clergy photo badges can be purchased at the time of 
the shooting.

To secure an appointment time, visit: https://
booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.
com/9qnpcxbs/

Nominations sought for 
Denman, Cartwright 
evangelism awwards

Nominations are being sought for the Harry Den-
man Evangelism awards and the Peter Cartwright Lifetime 
Achievement Award by the IGRC Evangelism Committee.

The Denman Evangelism Award honors an IGRC United 
Methodist lay, youth lay and clergy person who exhib-
its unusual and outstanding efforts for work in Christian 
evangelism by faithfully carrying out the mission of "making 
disciples of Jesus Christ.

The Peter Cartwright Lifetime Evangelism Award of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference is awarded to someone who 
has exceptional leadership qualities to help our conference 
in making disciples of Jesus Christ. This person's lifetime 
example challenges pastors and lay people to share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ with others. Where the Denman award 
is given for a period of work, the Peter Cartwright Lifetime 
Evangelism Award is given to a retired pastor who has re-
flected this work throughout their ministry career.

Nominations must be sent via email to: cblickensderfer@
igrc.org  The downloadable forms are in Microsoft Word 
form. You may download the forms, type in the information 
and the form as a file to an email. If you require a different 
format, please contact us. Nomination deadline is April 14.

Read more and download forms by visiting www.igrc.
org/evangelismawards 

Nominations sought for the 
Cramer-Heuerman Social Justice Award
Nominations of clergy are being sought for the Cram-
er-Heuerman Social Justice Award which is awarded 
in the odd-numbered years by the IGRC chapter of the 
Methodist Federation for Social Action.

In essay form, nominators are asked to explain why 
the nominee exemplifies the work of MFSA and lives a 
life in accordance with the objectives of MFSA. Work, 
volunteer activities, lifetime and lifestyle characteris-
tics and pursuits, as well as any relevant dates, activi-
ties or achievements will be considered.

The objectives of MFSA are:

• to witness prophetically to the Biblical faith in 
solidarity with persons who are oppressed;

• to establish a society based on democratic social-

economic principles, according human dignity to 
all without discrimination based on race, gender, 
age, sexual identity, handicapping condition, or 
class distinction;

• to defend civil liberties and human rights as set 
forth in Biblical tradition and the U.N. Declaration 
of Human Rights; and,

• to work to abolish nuclear arms and eliminate war 
between nations. 

The award will be given at the Social Justice Banquet 
at Annual Conference Thursday evening.

All nominations must be submitted by May 1, and 
should be sent to: Pat Davis, 3204 Ridge Park Rd., Ur-
bana, IL  61802, or by emailing: pat@bnpdavis.com

Draft agenda set for 2017 Annual Conference

Hixon Teasdale Scheets Baldyga
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Please plan on coming out for a fun-filled day on the golf course.  This 
will be my first golf outing and I need you to help make it a successful day.  
We will be playing at the Edgewood Golf Club, near Auburn. 

This golf outing is our kick-off for the Conference initiative, “Our 
Conference Our Kids.” We are still accepting golfers and sponsors.  

If you are not a golfer you can still come out and be supportive. We 
need folks that are willing to be encouragers, cheerleaders, greeters, and 
willing workers. All proceeds from the event will be used to launch our 
Conference-wide appeal for building a strong, sustainable future for our 
Children’s ministries.

This event will be held on April 21. We will begin with a boxed lunch 
and tee off at 11 a.m.

Bishop Frank J. Beard
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>> CONFERENCE NEWS <<

More than 150 youth from across the conference attended Mission Day 2017 at Cunningham Children’s Home in Urbana March 
11. The day offers a first-hand look at the mission and programs offered at Cunningham. Participants learned what happens daily 
to help the vulnerable and hurting youth that Cunningham serves, the importance of faith for healing, the involvement of United 
Methodists in Cunningham’s mission and how to put their prayers, presence, gifts and service into action. One participant said, “It 
made me happy to see these kids get another chance at life.” Facebook users can see more photos at: https://www.facebook.com/
pg/CunninghamChildrensHome/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1493593364006336 

Photos courtesy of Tina 
Dechausay, Cunningham 
Children’s Home

Photo courtesy of Tracy Hagman, Sunset Home 
Residents of Sunset Apartments presented The 
Baby Fold with a check for $231.50 – money 
collected from the Apartment’s worship service as 
a quarterly mission outreach gift. Sunset Homes 
is a conference agency ministering to seniors. 
The presentation took place as a recent Golden 
Cross Ministries meeting in Springfield. Both 
Sunset Home and The Baby Fold are Golden Cross 
agencies. Pictured in the photo are the Rev. Dixie 
Croxton, Sunset’s Chaplain of Spiritual Life and 
Rev. Lori Bultemeier, Christian Life Coordinator for 
The Baby Fold.

Conference Bible Bowl May 7 at East Bay
HUDSON – The 2017 IGRC Bible Bowl will be at the dining 
hall of East Bay Camp on Sunday, May 7, from 2:30 to 5 p.m.  
Registrations must be received by Friday, April 28, 2017.  
There is a $2.50 registration fee per participant.

Scriptures for the 2017 Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
Bible Bowl are as follows:

• Elementary (grades 3-6*) – Exodus 1:1-6:12; 12:1-51
• Junior High (grades 6*-8) – 1 Corinthians 10-15
• Senior High (grades 9-12) – Deuteronomy 1-6

*6th graders may choose to participate at either the El-

ementary or Jr. High level)

All scriptures will be taken from the New International 
Version of The Bible (copyright 2011) which is available at 
www.biblegateway.com.  

A registration form, rules and sample questions are avail-
able by request.  Please contact John Hauck at 309-363-
1901 or by email at john.hauck@gmail.com.

Registrations and payments should be sent to: Bible Bowl, 
Attn: Camping & Retreat Ministries, United Methodist Cen-
ter, P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207.

Mission Day 2017
Golden Cross 
Sunday May 14
“Coming together is a beginning. Keeping to-
gether is progress. Working together is success.” 
–Henry Ford

Your Golden Cross ministries would add, 
“Loving together is eternal.”

Your 10 Golden Cross ministries are hard 
at work every day in their individual set-
tings across our conference bringing hope 
and healing to people from cradle to grave. 
Golden Cross Sunday is May 14.

• Children: Chaddock, Lessie Bates Davis 
Neighborhood House, The Baby Fold, 
United Methodist Children’s Home

• Hospital Chaplaincy: Alton Memorial 
Hospital and Methodist Medical Center 
of Illinois

• Older Adults: Evenglow Lodge, Sunset 
Home, United Methodist Village, Wesley 
Village

When you give, your offering is divided 
equally among all 10 ministries. And it is 
also multiplied, because we are stronger 
and more efficient together. When you give 
to support these excellent ministries, God 
blesses your generosity and the lives you 
touch will be forever changed.

A promotional video is available for your 
church’s use at: https://youtu.be/wWJDxt-
FUkhA

Invitation to 
join me on the 
golf course
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>> CONFERENCE NEWS <<

United Methodist Children’s Home to buy, operate 
Murphysboro Masonic Children’s Home 
BY STEPHANIE ESTERS
The Southern

MURPHYSBORO – A Christian-based 
social service agency will assume ownership and 
management of the Illinois Masonic Children’s Home in 
Murphysboro, it was announced Feb. 27.

The United Methodist Children’s Home will 
take over the Murphysboro facility on April 1; the 15 
children and 15 staff will remain, it was also announced.

The head of the Mt. Vernon group, John Shadowens, 
said that initially little will change at the Murphysboro 
site, but that he would like to eventually introduce some 
of the programming done in Mt. Vernon into this area.  
The new name of the facility will be announced during a 
7:30 a.m. March 30 meeting at the Drury Inn & Suites in 
Mt. Vernon.

“I am so excited that these services will be 
preserved,” Shadowens said.

For 104 years, the United Methodist Children’s 
Home has provided services and support to youth and 
their families; the organization started in 1913 in Creal 
Springs, before relocating to Mt. Vernon in 1921.  

In Mt. Vernon, the United Methodist Children’s 
Home runs a residential mental health treatment 
program for 12- to 21-year-olds; a transitional living 
program for 17- to 21-year-olds; a foster care program 
for adolescents; a nurse-family program in which nurses 
visit the homes of women who are having their first 
children from pregnancy through the first two years 
of the child’s life; a Christian-based day care facility in 
Mount Vernon; and individual, family and community 
counseling.

The bulk of the social-service agency’s funding 
comes from the state (90 percent); a portion from the 
United Methodist Church (6 percent); and the rest from 
federal grants and other funds.

On either side of need
Representatives from the two groups met a 

few months ago, after leaders of the Illinois Masons 
announced that they would be closing their children’s 
home in Murphysboro and another one in La Grange.  
Leadership cited a concern for potential liability and the 
Masons' desire to use its resources in a different area.

Two Illinois Masons, Rick Swaney (a past grand 
marshal who was chairman of the board when the 
Murphysboro home was built) and Chelsey Williams, 
led the effort to try and find an agency to assume control 
of the home, said Most Worshipful Grand Master 
Anthony Cracco of the Illinois Masons.

“It started out as a journey that we weren’t prepared 
for — but who is? — but it certainly worked out 
wonderfully, not only for the Masons of the state of 
Illinois, but also for the United Methodists,” Cracco said.

The Feb. 27 news conference was attended by 
State Rep. Terri Bryant, R-Murphysboro; State Sen. 
Dale Fowler, R-Harrisburg; and Murphysboro Mayor 
Will Stephens.  Fowler founded the Fowler Bonan 
Foundation, which helped raise funds for clothes and 
coats for needy children throughout Southern Illinois 
and recently awarded several $1,000 college scholarships 
to high-school seniors.

All around, people smiled and expressed their 
excitement about the Children's Home continuing, and 
as one person said, about the Masons delivering on their 
promise to help the children.

“Everybody is so excited, and I’m so excited for 
our kids, ‘cause this is home,” said Julie O'Connor, a 
former case manager who was promoted to associate 
administrator.  “We are thrilled that these kids do not 
get to go anywhere and get to continue in their home.”

(Reprinted with permission from the Feb. 28 issue of The 
Southern, www.thesouthern.com)

Exterior work on a new boy’s and girl’s dormitory has been completed aT Beulah Camp with construction moving inside to install showers, drywall interior walls, complete the electrical work and furnish the dorm. 
The new dormitory replaces a 65-year-old dormitory that was razed in 2016.  Sections of the roof and second-story floor of the old dormitory was repurposed to build 12 new cabins around the 22-acre campsite.

Photo by Andy Black 

Beulah Camp

What’s Next?
If your church spends only four weeks, or less, 
a year working on “stewardship” you are not 
giving the congregation an opportunity to grow 
as a disciple.  Our churches should be doing 
stewardship 12 months a year.  There are many 
ways to do stewardship education:

• Worship  Services
• Children’s Classes and Groups
• Youth Classes and Groups
• Adult Classes and Groups
• Confirmation Classes
• Adult New Member Orientation/Formation 

Groups
• United Methodist Women and United 

Methodist Men
• Programs at Fellowship Dinners and Family 

Night Programs

Listed below are things you might think about 

doing in May for stewardship education.  (From 
A 12-Month Plan for Stewardship In the Local 
Church)

• Send a letter written by an older member 
telling what the church means to them to all 
members (maybe in the newsletter).

• Testimonial from someone on “how my 
giving relates to the gifts of life.”

• Select leaders for the giving campaign (if it is 
held in the fall).  

• Memorial Sunday – Encourage persons 
to draw up wills that express their faith 
commitments.

Please contact the United Methodist Foundation 
if we can be of any service for your stewardship 
needs.   Rev. Ted Frost, CFRE, P.O. Box 3487, 
Springfield, IL 62708, (217)529-3217, (cell) 741-
5466, tfrost@igrc.org.

Photo by Paul Black 
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Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund 

Pastors lead us through the journey of  Lent. 

Who leads them 
in the journey 
of  Retirement?

Preachers' Aid Society and Benefit Fund's sole mission is 
to care for the retired clergy, spouses, and surviving spouses 
from the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. We accomplish this 
mission through several different ministries:

• $1.5 million to purchase Medicare Supplement Plan
• Assistance in Researching Medicare Part D Plans
• $500 Thousand Medicare Part D Benefit
• Clergy Assistance Program for Retirees and Spouses
• Virgin Pulse Health Care Miles for the Retirees/Spouses
• Fellowship Groups, Fall Banquets, Seminars, Pastoral Care
• Presence at Funerals and Presentation of Grave Markers 
• Hearing Aid and Dental Loan Programs
• Financial and Estate Planning
• Advocates for Retirees and Spouses

PASBF also helps active clergy plan for retirement.      
Ministries for active clergy include:

• Pre-Retirement Seminar
• Pulpit Supply
• Consecration Sunday Leadership
• Fundraising Education
• Financial Planning Education
• Financial and Estate Planning

Financial support comes from many generous individuals and 
local churches. Please prayerfully consider a lifetime gift or 
estate gift to support those who lead you on the path of faith.

Serving those who have served us.

A Blessed 
Easter to
One & All!www.pasbf.org  •  217-529-3221


