
TH
E

 C

URRENT

Fear is not the 
only force at 
work in the 

world today.
PAGES 6-11

M
AR

C
H

 2017  •  VO
L. 21 N

O
. 9

facing 
OUR FEAR



The Current (USPS 014-964) is published 
monthly by the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference of The UMC,  5900 South 
Second Street, Springfield, IL  62711

An individual subscription is $15 per year.  
The opinions expressed in viewpoints are 
those of the writers and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of The Current, The IGRC, 
or The UMC.

Communications Team
Leader:  Paul E. Black 
Team members: Kim Halusan, Michele Willson 

Send materials to:  
P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL  62794-9207  
or tel. 217.529.2040 or fax 217.529.4155
thecurrent@igrc.org, website www.igrc.org
Periodical postage paid at Peoria, IL, and 
additional mailing offices.

POSTMASTER: Please send address 
changes to The Current, Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference, P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL  
62794-9207

TH
E

 C

URRENT

These churches stepped 
up their giving in 2016
Cache River District
Marion First UMC 

Embarras River District
Charleston Otterbein UMC 
Fourth Street UMC

Illinois River District
Chillicothe First UMC 
Saint David UMC

Iroquois River District
Gibson City UMC 
Rantoul First UMC

Kaskaskia River District
Cornerstone UMC 
Olney Saint Paul UMC

LaMoine River District
Peter Cartwright UMC
Carthage First UMC

Mississippi River District
Highland Hope UMC

Sangamon River District
Cerro Gordo UMC 

Spoon River District
Jerusalem UMC
Milan Trinity UMC
Moline Riverside UMC 

Vermilion River District
Bloomington Park UMC

Way to go!

4

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
News from the Episcopal Office ��������������������1

Announcements & Events ������������������������������2

Christian Conversations ���������������������������������3 

Local Church News ������������������������������������� 4-5

Featured Story ��������������������������������������������� 6-9

Historical Messenger ����������������������������� 10-11

National / Global News ���������������������������������12

Conference News ����������������������������������� 13-16

A new adult Sunday School class, The Covenant Group, meets at Momence UMC .

MARCH 2017
VOL. 21 NO. 9

The Current  MARCH 2017

>> INSIDE THIS ISSUE <<
IN

SI
D

E 
TH

IS
 IS

SU
E



Deaths

Ash Wednesday: A day 
of blessed assurance

The fire alarm went crazy as 
billows of black smoke ascended 
upward and into the waiting sensors. 
The thought that immediately came 
to mind was, “it seemed like a good 
idea when we were planning this.”  

Have you ever been there? 
Trying to burn the palm leaves from 
the previous year, in the sanctuary, 
so that the ashes could be used for 
the Ash Wednesday Service only 
to realize that the smoke detectors 
presented a problem?  

The imposition of ashes is an 
important part of our Lenten tradi-
tion. We are reminded of our own 
mortality and of our impending 
demise. The ashes serve as a symbol 
of our departure from vibrancy and 
life to death and decay. 

However, Ash Wednesday is 
NOT a day of doom and gloom, 
but a day of blessed assurance.  We 
receive the ashes in the shape of a 
cross as a reminder that our hope 
extends beyond the grave and its 
hopeless cycle of deterioration.  Our 
hope is in the One who conquered 
death, hell and the grave. We receive 
the ashes as a testimony of our confi-
dence in Jesus Christ.

My mother, while working 
around the house, sang an old gospel 
song that says, “my soul look back 
and wonder how I got over.” The 

Lenten season is a time for extended 
spiritual reflection and preparation 
for the celebration of Easter. It is a 
period of organized soul searching 
and recommitment to the claim and 
the cause of Christ in and upon our 
lives.  During this time, we cry out 
like the psalmist in Psalm 139:23-
24: “Search me, God, and know my 
heart; test me and know my anxious 
thoughts. See if there is any offensive 
way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting.”

The 40 days of Lenten obser-
vance are designed to end with the 
joyful celebration of the triumphant 
Christ.  Jesus has been victorious 
and has promised that his success-
ful conquest will yield a harvest of 
righteousness within those commit-
ted to following him. Lent is often 
observed with extended periods 
for fasting and repentance because 
sometimes we fall short of the 
standard Christ requires. The Lenten 
Season is a time when we ask the 
Lord to forgive us and to repair any 
area of our life that is not consistent 
with the gospel. Our goal is to have 
hearts and lives that are fully yielded 
and totally obedient to our Savior. 

My mother was not a theolo-
gian, but she knew from personal ex-
perience what she was talking about. 
I can still see her moving around 

the house tending to her chores 
singing. Every once in a while, she 
would raise her hands in praise and 
thanksgiving to the Lord for what 
he had done in her life. Sometimes 
she would even stop and shout! The 
lyrics still stand out, “When I think 
of the goodness of Jesus and all He’s 
done for me. If it had not been for His 
mercy, only God knows where I would 
be. He brought me through great 
trials in spite of the enemies. My soul 
look back and wonder how I got over.” 

During the imposition of ashes, 
as you are challenged to remember 
your own mortality, pause for a 
moment and thank the Lord that 
the victory both then and now was 
secured for us through the blood 
stained cross. God presented us with 
the proof of Christ’s conquest on 
Easter Sunday morning as the stone 
was rolled away and Jesus arose from 
the grave.

Now I know why my mother 
would stop and shout in the midst of 
her work. She was grateful for God’s 
grace.  My hope is that you will ex-
perience a fresh outpouring of God’s 
mercy during this Lenten season. 
I’m not sure what church I will be in 
on Easter Sunday, but I guarantee I’ll 
be ready to shout.

God Bless, 
Bishop Frank J. Beard

NEWS From The Episcopal Office

Bishop Frank Beard

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, 
Bishop Frank J. Beard appoints the following:

Allen Miller to Sesser-Valier, Cache River District, effective Feb. 1.

Lisa Scott-Joiner to East St. Louis Trinity, Mississippi River District, ¼ 
time, effective Feb. 1. She is a member of the Missouri Conference.

Kristi Hopp to Chaplain, Air National Guard, extension ministry, 
effective Feb. 1.

Brad Curtis to Lincoln First: Associate, Sangamon River District, ½ 
time, effective Jan. 1. He is moving from ¼ time to ½ time.

Mary Runge to Galesburg First Associate, Spoon River District, ¾ time, 
effective Jan. 1. She is a member of another denomination serving in 
her first IGRC appointment.

Supply or assigned not appointed
Gail M. Joyner, certified lay minister to Staunton, Mississippi River 
District, ½ time, effective Feb. 1.

Change of status
Timothy Shaw, discontinuation of appointment, effective July 1. He is 
serving as a local pastor in the Embarras River District and will return to 
honorable location status.

Robert Fear, 77, a retired pastor, died Feb. 14 in Marion.

He served as a local pastor in the former Southern Illinois Conference and in 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, retiring from Reddick-South Wilmington 
in 2003. Following retirement, he pastored at Jonesboro-Walnut Grove in 
the Cache River District.

His wife, Jeannette survives. Condolences may be sent to her at: 908 Noah 
Ave, Johnston City, IL 62951-1220.

Ophilius McCoy, 88, died Feb. 14   in Springfield.

Rev. McCoy served churches in the former Central Illinois 
Conference, retiring from Charleston Otterbein in 1994.

His wife Margaret survives. Condolences may be sent to 
her at: 1901 Witchazel Dr., Springfield, IL  62703-5649.

Messages for the family may be posted at the website of the funeral home: 
http://www.drrubydavisfuneralhome.com/home/obituary/4112181

David R. Deal, 83, a retired pastor, died Feb. 2, in 
Mooresville, Ind.

He served local churches in the Southern Indiana 
Conference and the Central Illinois Conference, retiring 
from Marshall First UMC in 1998.

His wife, Sandra Gross Deal, survives. Condolences may 
be sent to her at: 7630 Gold Rush Drive, Camby, IN  46113-7721.

A full obituary may be found at the following website and messages for the 
family may be posted there:

http://www.pearcefuneralservices.com/obituaries/Rev-David-R-
Deal?obId=1341081#/celebrationWall

Janice A Funk, 80, widow of the Rev. Don Funk, died 
Jan. 25.

She and Don were married just prior to his retirement 
from Oakland in 1990. He died in 2013.

A full obituary may be found at the following 
website and messages for the family may be posted 

there: http://www.tributes.com/obituary/show/Janice-Arlene-
Funk-104404278

Gail W. Johnson, 75, wife of retired pastor Terrell E. 
Johnson, passed away on January 25, 2017 in Yorkville, 
IL.

She and her husband served local churches in both the 
former Southern and Central Illinois Conferences, retir-
ing from Rock Island in 1998.

The family is honoring Gail's wishes for a private family memorial service.

Condolences may be sent to Rev. Rev Terrell E. Johnson, 1001 Lincoln A, 
Boca Raton, FL 33434-4610

A full obituary may be found at the following website: http://www.
beidelmankunschfh.com/obituaries/Gail-Johnson-5/#!/Obituary

The Rev. George D. Jenkins, Jr., 94, a retired pastor, 
died Jan. 19, in Brown City, Mich.

He served local churches in the former Southern Illinois 
Conference, last serving Johnson City and Cedar Grove 
in 1976.

His wife, Ruth Shadley-Jenkins, survives. Condolences 
may be sent to her at: 5759 Bailey Rd, Brown City, MI 48416-9137.

Ruth W. Barnard, 99, widow of the Rev. Lloyd Wm 
Barnard, died Dec. 5, 2016, in Fairview Heights. 

She and Rev. Barnard were married in 1982, after 
his 1978 retirement from McKendree College. Ruth 
was a tireless worker for the church, serving on many 
committees.

Rev. Lloyd Barnard died in 1998.

Condolences may be sent to a nephew: Roland Hill, 21 Whitney Pl, Hilton 
Head Island, SC  29926.

A full obituary may be found at: http://schildknechtfh.com/book-of-
memories/2707194/Barnard-Ruth/service-details.php

Bishop Frank J. Beard preached at  Peoria First UMC on Jan. 22 and 
was presented with a flak jacket by the church’s senior pastor, Robert J. 
Phillips. It was the first time Bishop Beard had returned to Peoria First 
UMC since July when he was consecrated bishop and assigned to the 
Illinois Area following his election to the episcopacy by the North Central 
Jurisdictional Conference.

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
Jim

 B
at

em
an

The Current  MARCH 2017 1

N
EW

S FR
O

M
 TH

E EPISC
O

PAL O
FFIC

E
>> NEWS FROM THE EPISCOPAL OFFICE <<



Annual reports can now 
be filed online
EZRA – the on-line tool for local churches to 
report their year-end statistics -- is now avail-
able. The Conference office will be sending 
out instructions and reminders, but if you 
want to get a jump on it, the website is: http://
ezra.gcfa.org

A link may also be found on the Conference 
website homepage and at www.igrc.org/ezra 

The username for your church is the six-digit 
number assigned to your church by GCFA (it 
is the same number found on your remittance 
reports from my office). The initial password 
is password. You will be prompted to change 
the password when you enter the system for 
the first time. 

Deadline to submit your reports is March 31. 

Setting boundaries with 
stressed congregations 
ST. LOUIS, Mo. – Does your local church push 
back every time you set a boundary? Is your 
congregation having trouble playing nice? Is 
there a tendency to scapegoat? Does triangu-
lation or parking lot processing happen a lot 
in your church? How do we learn as clergy and 
lay leaders to recognize anxiety in our congre-
gational systems and keep communication 
above ground? 

The Missouri Conference, in cooperation 
with Eden Theological Seminary is hosting 
a workshop, Setting Boundaries with Stressed 
Congregations will be Saturday, March 4, 
from 9 a.m. to noon at Eden's Wehrli Chapel, 
475 E. Lockwood Ave in St. Louis. Cost is 
$15. A video can be found at: https://vimeo.
com/197397359.  

The three-hour workshop led by Dr. David 
Olsen, author of Saying No to Say Yes: Everyday 
Boundaries and Pastoral Excellence, will involve 
an examination of clergy/congregation dy-
namics through the lenses of both self-psy-
chology and family systems theory-clarifying 
how some obstacles to effective boundary 
setting are caused by personality tendencies 
that are exacerbated by stressful church en-
vironments. A perfect storm can occur when 
clergy vulnerabilities and systemic congrega-
tional anxiety interact, leading to burnout and 
boundary problems which hinder pastoral 
excellence. 

This workshop is intended for clergy and laity 
and would be perfectly suited for members of 
your Pastor Parish Relations Committees. 

Register online at: http://www.moumethod-
ist.org/settingboundariesworkshop

Three Reaching New 
People workshops 
scheduled
SPRINGFIELD – Three Reaching New People 
workshops, sponsored by the IGRC Office of 
Congregational Development, are currently 
scheduled this spring: March 11 at Kansas 
UMC; April 1 at Elmwood UMC and April 29 at 
Gibson City UMC.

Plan now to bring a team from your church.

Read more or register online at: www.igrc.
org/reachingnewpeople 

Cunningham Mission Day 
set for March 11
URBANA – Middle school and high school 
youth groups are invited to join Cunningham 
Children’s Home for its annual Mission Day 
March 11, a first-hand look at the mission and 
programs offered at Cunningham.

Register at www.cunninghamhome.org/giv-
ing/events/mission-day  by Feb. 28.

For more information, contact Bernice Dallas 
at (217) 337-9058 or bdallas@cunningham-
home.org.

Youth will learn:

• What happens daily to help the vulner-
able and hurting youth that Cunningham 
serves

• The importance of faith for healing

•  The involvement of United Methodists in 
Cunningham’s mission

• How to put prayers, presence, gifts, and 
service into action

United Methodist Men's 
Rally March 25
KANKAKEE – The Vermilion River District 
United Methodist Men will host a Men's Rally 
on Saturday, March 25 at Kankakee Asbury 
UMC from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Speakers include Ken Hudgins, North Central 
Jurisdictional UMM President and former IGRC 

UMM President Jerry Motsinger. Included in 
the event is a sloppy joe luncheon for $5 with 
a freewill offering collected to pay the speak-
ers' expenses.

For more information, contact Steve West by 
email at: stvwest@yahoo.com or phone 815-
937-4036 by March 18.

Five-Day Academy for 
Spiritual Formation     
slated
CARLINVILLE – The 2017 Five-Day Academy 
for Spiritual Formation will be April 23-28 at 
Lake Williamson Christian Center in Carlinville.

Online registration is now open at: www.igrc.
org/fiveday2017 

The Academy is a program of Upper Room 
Ministries, providing an opportunity for clergy 
and laity to tune their hearts toward God 
through a daily rhythm of prayer, worship, 
learning and reflection. Each day includes 
teachings by gifted spiritual leaders to deepen 
our walk with God, periods of silence, morn-
ing and evening prayer, Eucharist, and an 
opportunity to share with and encourage one 
another.

Registration through March 6 is $675 which 
includes tuition, room and board plus all 
supplies for the week. After March 6, the cost 
rises to $700 through April 3. Rooms are single 
occupancy with private baths. A $100 non-
refundable deposit is required at the time of 
registration.

Continuing education credit is available for 
participants who commit to full-time partici-
pation.

Light Kids Conference in 
three locations
TROY – Harvest Ministry Teams will host three 
Light Kids Conferences for children in first 
through fifth grade and their ministry leaders.

The conference will be at Washington Cross-
roads UMC on March 4; Troy UMC on March 25 
and Marion Aldersgate on April 1.

The one-day event includes music, Bible Buzz, 
MERGE Recreation, entertainment, snacks, 
lunch and worship times centered around the 
theme RESCUED!

More information can be found by visiting: 
www.kidsconference.org

FUMMWA hosts Awaken 
2017 in Little Rock
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – The Fellowship of United 
Methodists in Music and Worship Arts will 
gather to July 24-27 in Little Rock, Ark., to 
explore what it means to engage in transfor-
mative worship in communities that are full of 
complexities, conflicts, and politics during its 

biennial convocation.

Titled Awaken 2017: Wake up! Worship. What’s 
next?, the convocation is a unique event for 
musicians, dancers, visual artists, preachers, 
and all who seek to serve God's people by 
designing and leading participatory worship 
experiences.

During the event, attendees will gather for 
daily worship in addition to learning through 
a wide variety of seminars and hands-on 
experiences, as well as numerous choral read-
ing sessions. A highlight of the event will be a 
panel discussion on the Little Rock Nine held 
at Philander Smith College, a historically Black 
college affiliated with The United Methodist 
Church.

For more information or to register, visit www.
umfellowship.org/Awaken2017.

Women of Faith: A Day of 
New Beginnings
SPRINGFIELD – Springfield Kumler, Grace 
and Douglas Ave. UMC's are jointly hosting a 
spring women's conference, Women of Faith: 
A Day of New Beginnings on Saturday, May 6, 
at Douglas Ave. UMC.

Keynote speaker for the event will be Rev. 
Gifty Roberts-Smith. Presentations will also be 
made by Rev. Nancy Wilson and Rev. Sylvester 
and Aletha Weatherall. Topics will include a 
new beginning, forgiveness and healing. Spe-
cial guest for the event will be Melissa Beard, 
wife of Bishop Frank J. Beard.

Registration and check-in will be from 8:30 to 
9 a.m., with the conference running from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Cost is $20 per person and in-
cludes both a continental breakfast and lunch.

Register by calling Kumler UMC at 217-523-
2046 or by emailing: kumler2010@aol.com by 
April 26.  

Download flyer at: http://files.constantcon-
tact.com/72d8f968001/67d44b81-8c32-
428e-8498-1f72a4a2b1c9.docx

Fairview Heights Christ   
to host Large Church     
Initiative event
Fairview Heights Christ UMC will be hosting 
the denomination's Large Church Initiative 
event, Navigating Change, May 8-10.

Keynote speakers include Jon Acuff, Thom 
Rainer, Telley Gadson, Brad Kalajainen, Adam 
Weber, Ashley Cooper and Bishop Robert 
Schnase.

More information can be obtained from the 
event website at www.lc17.com

A Facebook page has also been established 
for the event at: https://www.facebook.com/
lci17/ 

The CM CARES Religious Scholars Program is offering 50 scholarships of $5,000 each for a to-
tal of $250,000 for the 2017-18 academic year. The scholarship is for religious scholars to use 
towards the completion of their academic year.

As part of our mission to Protect the Greater Good, Church Mutual Insurance Company be-
lieves helping our young, vibrant religious leaders today will ensure strong faith-based com-
munities of tomorrow. The Religious Scholars Program is open to full-time students across 
the country who are in an advanced degree (post-secondary) religious studies program at an 
accredited theological seminary, college or university during the 2017-18 academic year. Stu-
dents serving in their final year of an internship program are also eligible to apply. Students 
across all denominations are encouraged to apply. 

Applications will be accepted from January 3 until April 15, 2017. The 50 scholarship recipi-
ents will be announced in May 2017.

For more information, visit:  https://www.churchmutual.com/cmcares/religiousScholars.cfm 

Church Mutual offering 
50 $5,000 scholarships
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BY BISHOP WILLIAM B. LEWIS

The church I love and have served 
for most of my 85 years is stretched on 
a rack between the theological culture 
of Wilmore, Kentucky, and that of the 
Tenderloin District in San Francisco. 
One is determined to elevate what was 

initially a part of our Social Principles not intended to 
be “church law” into a hard and fast rule for all ordained 
clergy; the other is determined to defy it.

Wilmore is the home of Asbury Theological 
Seminary, viewed as a conservative or traditional 
seminary, and the original home of the Good News 
evangelical group. The Tenderloin is the home of Glide 
Memorial United Methodist Church, a symbol of 
progressive ministry.

For a while at General Conference 2016, it seemed 
as if this tension would tear us apart. Then the majority, 
almost out of desperation, looked to the bishops to 
form a commission to find “A Way Forward” that keeps 
us together. The bishops are now asking, “How do we, 
as a Council of Bishops, lead in such a manner that 
maintains unity?”

They are asking the right question, but it won’t be 
easy.

For some of us, this represents the denouement of 
our worst fears. Many of those who were at General 
Conference in 1972 when this issue first hit the 
floor were shaken by the realization that this could 
be devastatingly divisive. Forty-four years into this 
wilderness has brought us to the abyss. I have been 
there with a front-row seat through nearly all of these 
struggles — usually trying to pour some oil on troubled 
waters.  

It has become evident through the years that those 
for whom this is a critical issue are more noisy than 
numerous. Eighteen hundred, the estimated number 
at the initial gathering of the Wesleyan Covenant 
Association in Chicago last fall represented .0026 
percent of the American constituency of The United 
Methodist Church.

What happens at General Conference, where most 
of this struggle has been engaged, is not followed very 
closely by the folks at home. I have been there for nearly 
every General Conference since 1968, but my heart has 
always been in the local church.

A sense of perspective would become us all.  
In almost 50 years, there have only been three or 

four dozen cases dealing specifically with this issue — 
in a connection of over 40,000 clergy and more than 
12 million constituents. Meanwhile, there have been 
hundreds of cases dealing with heterosexual deviations. 
The ratio is better than 10 to 1.

What’s the big deal? Most of us are unwitting 
victims of the conflict, or have been until it neared the 
point of schism. The average person in the pew is hardly 
aware it is going on. As Bishop Woodie White recently 
said, “Our people are way ahead of us on this issue.” 
Most folks have gay relatives, friends or associates and 
don’t get bent out of shape about it.       

A lesson in fundamental Methodist polity would 
be helpful. The “due process” our church law provides 
for dealing with behavioral problems among clergy 
is vested in the annual conference — not the General 
Conference. Through boards of ordained ministry, 
committees and procedures are spelled out for a system 

that guarantees that those duly charged with immoral 
behavior will be judged and disciplined by a body of 
their peers.

The annual conference is the basic body of 
the church. It preceded and created the General 
Conference. This is fundamental to our polity and has 
been from the beginning. We are so accustomed to 
thinking about authority as “top-down” that we just 
assume the General Conference has the power to tell 
one part of the church how to deal with personnel 
matters in another part of the church. It has never 
been so, though it has been tried several times and the 
attempt has always failed.

Once upon a time, when the issue was slavery, it 
divided us. The defiance was regional then, as it is now. 

I have frequently asked my determined colleagues if 
they think this really is comparable to slavery.

Problems arise when General Conference makes 
behavioral rules intended to apply to the entire 
denomination. We have a lengthy history of such 
frustrating and failed attempts at “one-size-fits-all” 
legislation, i.e., bans against the use of tobacco or 
alcoholic beverages or remarriage of divorced persons. 
The General Conference doesn’t have the power or 
machinery for enforcement of such rules because that 
prerogative belongs to the annual conference and 
therein to a body of one’s peers.

Perhaps, then, we should leave this to the annual 
conferences. It could be argued that that is where it 
is already. I have occasionally wondered what would 
happen if a presiding bishop at General Conference 
declared such a proposed rule out of order. What would 
the Judicial Council do with it?

The current conflict is exacerbated by a substantial 
array of vested interests. The Wilmore faction has 
become an extensive enterprise with four major 
functioning units, a combination of publication 
enterprises, paid staff and direct mail funding. The 
denominational shift toward globalization has been 
decidedly to its advantage as this faction has been able 
to exploit an alliance with the African constituency. 
The progressive faction is well organized and partially 
funded, but markedly less effective. 

Together they have fueled the greatest threat to the 
unity of the denomination in more than a century.

There are a good many of us who think the system, 
though imperfect, works pretty well as it is and would 
be pleased if nothing were done to change it. Some of us 
see the current conflict over human sexuality issues as 
something we have to live through and could ultimately 
resolve if we stay together in dialogue and charity.

Renowned counselor and scholar Arthur Combs 
liked to tell a story about a primitive tribe that believed 
death occurred when the spirit left the body. They 
would try to save a terminally ill person by stopping up 
all the bodily orifices to keep the spirit inside. It never 
worked. The victim always died, but everyone felt better 
because they had done something.  Sometimes it may 
be best not to do anything.
Bishop William B. Lewis served the Dakotas Area 
until his retirement in 1996. Prior to his election to the 
episcopacy in 1988, he was a clergy member of the former 
Southern Illinois Conference. He lives in Edwardsville, Ill.

CONFERENCES NEED       
FINAL SAY ON GAY ISSUES

UM Village 
seeks Legacy 
Fund support
Editor, The Current:

In 2018, the United Methodist Village looks 
forward to celebrating its 110th year of 
providing services to Seniors.  As we look back, 
our growth and success is due to our mission 
as well as the generosity and support of the 
community and surrounding area as well as 
individuals like you. The significance of the 
Legacy Fund is immensely important to our 
ministry’s continued success. Each contribution 
has a direct and immediate impact on our 
operations and, more importantly, on our 
residents and their families. 

We ask that you contribute to the UMV Legacy 
Fund, the contributions of which will be used 
to further our ministry at UMV. Contact me at: 
umvceo@umvillage.com for more information.

The United Methodist Village in Lawrenceville, 
Illinois (“UMV”) began its ministry in Smithboro, 
Illinois, in 1908. Due to continued growth, 
the ministry was moved to a new home in St. 
Francisville where it continued to operate until 
1926, at which time a three-story building was 
constructed on a 5-acre tract of land that was 
donated to UMV by the Lawrenceville Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Over the next several decades, our ministry 
grew and expanded in order to meet the 
demands for individuals seeking independent 
living, assisted living, rehab-to-home, and 
skilled nursing. Through the generosity of many 
individuals, UMV has established itself as the 
center for excellence for individuals who require 
a broad array of health care services. UMV joins 
an elite group who has achieved 5-star status 
from the Centers of Medicare and Medicaid 
Services. 

Paula McKnight
President and CEO
The United Methodist Village, Inc.
Lawrenceville
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BY RUTH MOORE
Director of Lay Ministries
Champaign First UMC

CHAMPAIGN – In the span of the last de-
cade, Austin’s Place ministry at Champaign 
First UMC has provided a safe and comfort-
able shelter to single, 
homeless women 
during the winter 
months.

Open from Dec. 15 
to March 15, Austin’s 
Place houses up to 
eight women a night.

“I believe the open-
ing of Austin’s Place 
qualified as a reori-
entation moment 
for Champaign First,” 
said Tom Corum, the 
church’s directing 
pastor. “When I was 
appointed here, the shelter was presented 
as integral to the mission and ministry of 
the church. The ministry is two-directional – 
guests are served on a nightly basis, but the 
volunteers have grown as persons and as 
Christian disciples. They really care about our 
guests and the guests know that. It’s a point 
of connection with others in the community 
who want to volunteer.”

Austin’s Place is unique in that it is operated 
entirely by volunteers.  Co-chairpersons Kim 
Stanhope and Kelli Kemper and members of 
the steering committee are volunteers.  Each 
evening and morning a volunteer driver 
transports guests.  Two volunteers stay all 
night every night that the shelter is open.  
Additional volunteers do laundry, solicit and 
retrieve donations, help with advertising, 
pray, and spread the word through the com-
munity.  

All volunteers are trained to better under-
stand homelessness, especially the emotion-
al, psychological and social consequences 
of homelessness.  As the season unfolds, 
the volunteers come to know and care for 
guests, creating an atmosphere of accep-
tance and home in the shelter.  

“We work hard to create a safe and warm 
space for our women guests, one in which 
they feel valued and respected as they lay 
their heads down to sleep,” Stanhope said. 
”We realize that every day is a day of chal-
lenges for our guests and that Austin’s Place 
often becomes the place they call home.  
Our volunteers are amazing and we could 
not do any of this without their caring dedi-

cation to Austin’s Place and the women we 
serve every night.”

In the span of the last decade, Austin’s Place 
has been richly blessed.  Champaign First 
UMC provides the use of utilities, water, 
storage, and a van for transportation at no 

cost.  The budget for 
the shelter has grown 
from a humble $25 
donation to a gener-
ous operating balance 
of $10,000!  This year’s 
budget has been pro-
vided by grants from 
local organizations, 
fundraisers, and dona-
tions from local busi-
nesses and individuals.  
Many of the supplies 
for the shelter (bed-
ding, clothing, snacks, 
beverages, socks, 

toiletries, and bus tokens) are provided by 
local service organizations. 

Austin’s Place partners with Courage Con-
nection to provide a nightly screening for 
guests.  This screening connects women 
with resources needed to maintain or heal 
their physical and mental health.  It also 
guarantees a safe environment for guests 
and volunteers.  The professional knowledge 
of the Courage Connection staff is a valu-
able resource as the volunteers interact with 
guests using patience and understanding.

The service community for the homeless 
has been instrumental in the record number 
of guests in the 2016-17 season.  Besides 
Courage Connection, CU@Home (Phoenix 
Daytime Drop-in Center), The Canteen Run 
(run by Savoy UMC) and Centralized Intake 
of United Way have helped in spreading the 
word about Austin’s Place and aided women 
in feeling comfortable in coming to the 
shelter.  Last year, Austin’s Place provided 
148 beds in the entire season.  As of Feb. 9, 
Austin’s Place has provided 192 beds and still 
has over a month of service left before clos-
ing their doors on March 15.

Austin’s Place is named for Austin Cloyd, a 
former member of Champaign First, who was 
active in the annual Appalachia Service Proj-
ect and other local service initiatives.  Austin 
was killed in the tragic April 2007 shooting at 
Virginia Tech University.  

To find out more about current happenings 
with Austin’s Place check out our Facebook 
page or visit their website at http://shelter-
austinsplace.weebly.com

New Sunday School 
class growing its 
relationship with God
BY MARSHA HOCKENBERRY
Momence UMC

MOMENCE – In the fall of 2016, Pastor Alberto Ramirez 
felt the need for an adult Sunday School class at Momence UMC.  
He asked Beth Sadler to lead the group and he chose the curricu-
lum.  The first week there was a small group, but each week the 
class seemed to grow a bit and pick up speed.

The name of the class, The Covenant Group, reflects the 
ability to build relationships amongst the group members as well 
as a stronger relationship with God.  It is a very diverse group 
and everyone gets a chance to discuss their interpretation and 
opinion on the subject matter.  For several in the group, it is the 
first venture of reading through the Bible.

The pace of the class has been modified so that everyone can 
keep up if they miss a class.  The group feels that slow and steady 
wins the race and, in this case, everyone is a winner.

Providing winter shelter for women

Photos by Robyn Graves “No one can do everything, but everyone can do something. And if    
  everyone does something, then together, we can change the world.” 

– AUSTIN CLOYD

Grant Park UMC took a leap of faith to try a con-
temporary worship service Jan. 29. The service took place in the 
church’s fellowship hall. The congregation utilized the video 
monitoring system for singing contemporary praise songs and 
highlighting the sermon notes. Rev. Alberto Ramirez is the pastor 
at Grant Park UMC. He was leading bible study on “Five Practices 
of Fruitful Congregations” where the idea came to fruition. The 
feedback from the service was favorable; future contemporary 
services are being planned.  
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Judge rules Conference has cause of 
action against breakaway congregation
BY PAUL BLACK

MOUND CITY – A Pulaski County Circuit Judge 
has ruled in part that the Illinois Great Rivers Confer-
ence has a cause of action to recover the property oc-
cupied by Ohio Chapel UMC, but ruled the Conference 
has yet to show a cause of action for personal property 
related to the breakaway congregation.

In a Feb. 10 ruling, Judge William J. Thurston 
ruled that the real estate claims of the conference made 
through the Trust Clause would be sufficient for the 
Conference to reclaim the property if they prevail on 
the merits. However, Thurston ruled that claims to 
personal property (equipment, bank accounts and 
other items) had not been established and gave the 
Conference 28 days to file an amended response to the 
personal property claims. Conference officials In the 
absence of any further procedural motions, the matter 
is ready for trial.

The Feb. 10 ruling followed a hearing July 21, 2016, 

on a motion to dismiss brought by the church, which 
declared its independence from the United Methodist 
denomination in March 2015.

In a letter to Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton, the 
episcopal leader at the time, members of the church an-
nounced they were leaving the denomination because 
they wanted to have more autonomy on who their 
pastor would be. A church trustee later was quoted by a 
media outlet as indicating a U.S. Supreme Court ruling 
legalizing same-sex marriage would require the church 
to provide a venue for same-sex marriages even though 
the Book of Discipline, the denomination’s law book, 
specifically prohibits such activity.

In later correspondence, the church’s pastor, Rev. 
Tammy Horn, inquired as to what the conference 
would ask for the congregation to purchase the prop-
erty. She also indicated that she would discontinue as a 
local pastor, effective June 30, 2015.  Horn continues to 
pastor the church with no denominational affiliation.

The sequence of events seems to follow Horn’s 

status as a United Methodist local pastor.   Conference 
journals show that Horn was discontinued by the 2014 
clergy session after she failed to complete the required 
Course of Study for local pastors, finishing only 1.75 
years of the required 5 years of education over a 10-
year period. She was reinstated as a local pastor Aug. 
28, 2014, but was facing discontinuance when the 
Cache River District Committee on Ministry did not 
approve her for the 2015-16 year.

When Horn notified the bishop that she would 
discontinue as a local pastor, Keaton appointed the Rev. 
Alan Milligan, pastor of nearby Karnak UMC, as Ohio 
Chapel’s pastor. However, when Milligan showed up 
for his first Sunday as pastor, he was barred entry to the 
church.

Karnak and Ohio Chapel have done various min-
istries in partnership, including a joint Vacation Bible 
School, but the church refuses to recognize Milligan as 
its pastor.

Volunteers in Mission 
leadership training April 1
SPRINGFIELD – "Planning on leading a 
Mission Work Trip in the future?  A train-
ing workshop for leaders will be held at the 
United Methodist Center on April 1st, 2017 
beginning at 8:00 am and ending by 4:00 pm. 
The $25.00 registration fee will include lunch 
and materials for the training.  The workshop 
will be led by Dr. Alan Newhall, retired pastor 
and experienced work team leader, using 
materials developed by the North Central 
Jurisdiction VIM.  The morning will be spent 
on practical details of planning and carrying 
out a Mission Work Trip and the afternoon 
will focus on preparing team members for the 
experience."

The registration link is located at https://igrc-
reg.brtapp.com/VIMTraining04012017

Photos by Bob Schafer 
Members of the Conference staff gathered Feb. 16th  to greet their colleague Jeffrey Burton for a #TeamJeffrey rally following Jeffrey's first chemotherapy treatment. Staff have been walking with him on the 
journey and the gathering was both inspiring and heartwarming.

What’s Next?
If your church spends only four weeks, or less, a 
year working on “stewardship” you are not giving 
the congregation an opportunity to grow as a 
disciple.  Our churches should be doing stewardship 
12 months a year.  There are many ways to do 
stewardship education:

• Worship  Services
• Children’s Classes and Groups
• Youth Classes and Groups
• Adult Classes and Groups
• Confirmation Classes
• Adult New Member Orientation/Formation 

Groups
• United Methodist Women and United 

Methodist Men
• Programs at Fellowship Dinners and Family 

Night Programs

Listed below are things you might think about 
doing in April for stewardship education.  (From A 
12-Month Plan for Stewardship In the Local Church)

• Send a letter written by proportionate giver to 
all members (maybe in the newsletter).

• Testimonial from someone on “how my giving 
relates to the sacrificial gifts of Jesus.”

• Review materials for the fall giving campaign.
• Plan a “Communicating Healthy Money Values 

to Your Children” seminar for young adults.

Please contact the United Methodist Foundation 
if we can be of any service for your stewardship 
needs.  
Rev. Ted Frost, CFRE, P.O. Box 3487, Springfield, IL 
62708, (217)529-3217, (cell) 741-5466, tfrost@igrc.
org.
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Fear lies at heart of immigration
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BY CRAIG C. HILL

“Perfect love casts out fear.” (1 John 4:18)

I have read several thought-provoking 
statements made by religious leaders 
in response to the recent executive 
order limiting immigration to the United 

States. Many have focused on the biblical imperative 
to welcome the stranger. Most poignant are the many 
commandments concerning the way “aliens” are to be 
treated within Israel. For example:

The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen 
among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you 
were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God. 
(Leviticus 19:34)

You shall not oppress a resident alien; you know the heart 
of an alien, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt. (Exodus 
23:9)

When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap 
to the very edges of your field, or gather the gleanings of 
your harvest; you shall leave them for the poor and for the 
alien: I am the Lord your God. (Leviticus 23:22)

You shall have one law for the alien and for the citizen: for I 
am the Lord your God. (Leviticus 24:22)

“Cursed be anyone who deprives the alien, the orphan, 
and the widow of justice.” All the people shall say, “Amen!” 
(Deuteronomy 27:19 (NRSV)

Then I will draw near to you for judgment; I will be swift to 
bear witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, 
against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress 
the hired workers in their wages, the widow and the 

orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien, and do 
not fear me, says the Lord of hosts. (Malachi 3:5)

Similar ideas are expressed in the New Testament, which 
makes the point that Gentile believers are themselves 
“aliens” who have been welcomed graciously into the 
people of God (Ephesians 2:12 19; 1 Peter 1:1-2, 2:11-
12). Believers are repeatedly commanded to show 
hospitality to strangers (Romans 12:13; Hebrews 13:2; 1 
Peter 3:9). Most notably, Jesus said, “I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me” (Matthew 25:35), which is to say, how 
we respond to strangers is de facto how we respond to 
Jesus.

All of this is important and relevant, but I’d like to focus 
on an even larger biblical theme, that of (overcoming) 
fear, because fear lies at the root of so many of our 
problems. Fear is ever present, of course, but it seems 
especially widespread today, in no small part because 
we are actively encouraged to be afraid.

Fear is a primal and powerful emotion. Humans are 
prewired to react strongly to perceived threats. That is 
perfectly understandable given the life-or-death stakes 
in our primitive past. It was far more prudent to flee at 
the first sign of danger than to ignore it. But there is a 
downside to this natural instinct. Studies have shown 
that persons placed in a threat state are less capable 
of thinking clearly, find it harder to attend to new 
information, and are more likely to come to erroneous 
conclusions. To varying degrees, we are predisposed 
to view anything unfamiliar, especially strangers, as a 
potential threat.

People are much more easily manipulated when 
threatened, a fact that countless political (and, I admit 
with sincere regret, religious) leaders have exploited 
throughout the centuries. This is not the strategy solely 
of either the right or the left. Both have from time to 
time used it to their advantage. The key is to identify an 

enemy who is “other,” even subhuman, not like us and 
so unworthy of our respect and kindness. If we can 
demonize, we can delegitimize and even destroy.

Fear is by its nature a blunt instrument. It speaks in 
generalities. To acknowledge individual differences 
among people is to weaken fear at its foundations. 
When I was young, we sometimes spoke of “using a 
sledgehammer to kill a fly.”  You might or might not 
succeed, but you almost certainly would do far more 
damage than the ends could justify. Laws born of 
generalized fear predictably overreach. Many of the 
gravest errors in American history—the times we 
most failed to live up to our ideals—were the result. 

Fear works. Fear consolidates power. Fear encourages 
us to cower beneath the empty shell of our principles. 
That’s the bad news. The good news is this: we do not 
need to be afraid.

Of course, it is reasonable to ask government to 
do a capable job of stopping people who want to 
kill us. But that is not action born of a generalized 
fear. Instead, it requires making discrete and careful 
distinctions. It does not require us to stigmatize 
entire classes of people, as we did, for example, when 
interning Japanese Americans during World War II.

The politics of fear should concern us all, Republicans 
and Democrats alike. “Be not afraid” is—and that by 
a considerable measure—one of the commonest 
biblical commands. Here is a small sample from across 
the whole of scripture:

Genesis 15:1; Exodus 14:13; Numbers 21:34; 
Deuteronomy 1:17; Joshua 1:9, 1 Samuel 12:20; 2 
Kings 1:15; 1 Chronicles 22:13; Psalm 118:6; Isaiah 
7:4; Jeremiah 1:8; Ezekiel 3:9; Daniel 10:12; Joel 2:21; 
Zechariah 8:13; Matthew 10:28; Luke 2:10; John 14:27; 
Acts 18:9; Hebrews 13:6; and Revelation 1:17.

facing 
OUR

“We are predisposed to view anything unfamiliar    
 especially strangers as a potential threat.”

“Perfect love casts out fear.”
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The Chapman University Survey 

of American Fears (2016) provides 

an unprecedented look into the 

fears of average Americans. In 

April of 2016, a random sample of 

1,511 adults from across the United 

States were asked their level of fear 

about 79 different fears across a 

huge variety of topics ranging from 

crime, the government, disasters, 

personal anxieties, technology and 

many others.

For more information on the 

survey, visit: http://www.chapman.

edu/wilkinson/research-centers/

babbie-center/survey-american-

fears.aspx

Survey examines what Americans fear

dispute
We are told in 1 John 4:18 that “perfect 
love casts out fear.”  We have in fact 
already been loved perfectly. We do not 
need to live out of fear. We are called 
instead to live out of love.

There is no perfect security in this world. 
We could each construct for ourselves 
a Howard Hughes bubble against every 
conceivable threat. We would still be 
vulnerable, and we ourselves would 
become the ultimate victims of our 
isolation.

The world is a complicated place, and 
answers to its problems are typically 
complicated. The desire for easy answers usually 
produces bad answers. Acting out of undifferentiated 
fear is one of the worst. We can do better. Indeed, as 
believers we are commanded to do so.

The Rev. Craig C. Hill is an IGRC clergy member and 
serves as Dean of Perkins School of Theology at  
Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas. This  
post is republished with permission from the Perkins              
Facebook page.

“Be not afraid.” 

FEAR
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BY LARRY HOLLON

In the tragedy of 9/11, when 
airplanes were commandeered 
by terrorists and flown into the 
towers of the World Trade Center 
and the Pentagon, and a fourth 

was forced to crash into a field in Pennsylvania, 
the old certainties of security that we took for 
granted gave way.  Security was supplanted by 
fear about the new world we were entering into.

The fear was palpable. What might these people 
do next? What targets might they have in their 
sights? Who, exactly, are they, and why would 
they take innocent lives to achieve their ends? 

And why on U.S. soil, a country that had never 
before seen such an act at this scale?

At the time, I was general secretary of United 
Methodist Communications and we had just 
begun the first national media campaign 
the church had undertaken. Our message 

was aspirational—the people called United 
Methodists are people with open hearts, open 
minds, and open doors.

I called a staff meeting within minutes of the 

first crash into the World Trade Center and we 
began to consider our messages in light of the 
unfolding tragedy. It was clear to us that the 
message of the church in this context required 
us to think deeply and carefully about how to 
proceed.

This conversation continued 
for weeks. In fact, it continued 
for years because we 
were involved in a global 
conversation with the world, 
not only about attitudes and 
fears in the U.S. but about a 
new understanding of reality around the globe.

The question that we often put foremost in our 
internal conversations was this: “What do we 
United Methodist Christians have to say to a 
fearful world?”

And the follow-up was: “What claims can we 
make that are rooted soundly in our faith, in our 
trust in God, and the teachings of Jesus?”

We were not producing an ad 
campaign so much as we were 
involved in the proclamation 
of our faith in a frightening and 
fearful time. We were doing 
theology while engaging in a 
public conversation with people 
around the world through media.

Fear robs us our of humanity. Nothing serves 
the forces of evil more than for us to forget who 
we are, people capable of compassion as well as 
justice. When this happens it’s easy for us to also 

Courtesy/Credit: Photo by John C. Goodwin, UMNS

“We are made whole by threads of 
many colors, cultures, and beliefs woven 
into a tapestry of common humanity.”

forget that we who follow Jesus believe we are 
creatures of a loving God, born into a world of 
goodness and beauty given in love by our Creator. 

And we risk forgetting that we are made whole 

by threads of many colors, cultures, and beliefs 
woven into a tapestry of common humanity.

In the hours after 9/11 our first thought was that 
we must call people to come together in prayer. 
Local churches across the land were opening 
their doors for interfaith prayer services. So 
we prepared a message that supported these 
efforts.

As the days passed, our message had to change 
to address the ongoing experience of new cir-
cumstances. Ground Zero, where so many lives 
were taken by violence, became one focal point 
for attention. So, too, did the memorial site in 
Pennsylvania. Both are sacred places.

It is the role of the church to remind us who we 
are, and for those who believe, whose we are. 

In Hebrew scripture the Israelites hear 
repeatedly, even in bondage in Egypt, “do not 
be afraid.” The psalmist writes “even as I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death I 

“Nothing serves the forces of evil more 
than us to forget who we are, people 
capable of compassion as well as justice.”

There is

  no fear 

  in love

LOVE  CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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BY DAVID WENCE

Imagine this. You are sitting in an easy chair enjoying 
a good book and a cup of hot chocolate. Something catches 
your eye and you see a huge black bear breaking through the 
glass door. He appears to be hungry and may be in the attack 
mode. What do you do?

You would, of course, jump from your chair and run for your life!  If 
unable to do so, you might likely grab anything possible to fight for your life, 
knowing that you must subdue the animal before it injures, kills and devours 
you.

Such is recognized as the fight or flight response, a survival mechanism 
which,  thanks to the autonomic nervous system, has the brain send an emer-
gency message to the adrenal glands. It is then that adrenalin, a high-octane 
energy, bursts into the system to provide heroic levels of energy. Only then 
is one able to take flight or to fight for one’s life. It is only then are humans 
actually able to perform otherwise impossible tasks like lifting a car to free an 
injured person. 

This fight or flight response, in my opinion, is a marvelous gift of God, a 
survival mechanism which operates for our protection completely apart from 
the cognitive process. We simply react without thinking and, in so doing, we 
survive.

Fortunately, most of us are not likely to 
be attacked by a bear. The very thought of 
such an attack generates fear. If we were to 
experience such an attack, there would be a 
very real threat to our safety and to our lives.

While modern life protects us from animal predators, we often experi-
ence fear just as if there were a real bear attacking us. Those “bears”, accord-
ing to the Chapman University Survey of American Fears, include among 
others the fear of corruption of government, terrorist attack, having insuffi-
cient funds for the future, restriction of firearms, death of a loved one, natural 
disasters, crime, one’s physical and cognitive limitations, illegal immigration, 
a partner cheating, growing old, being fired.

The human body responds to these fears just as if a bear is actually 
attacking. The brain sends a red alert message to the adrenal glands, high 
octane energy is immediately dumped into the blood stream, and the body 
prepares to fight or take flight to preserve one’s life. Yet we are unable to run 
from the possibility of a terrorist attack or to directly fight a corrupt gov-
ernment. Thus we often live in a perpetual state of fear, feeling tense, afraid 
and anxious, sometimes not even recognizing what is causing our fear. We 

sometimes live in a state of heightened arousal which results in anxiety and 
in panic attacks. These are often evidenced by physical symptoms, head-
aches, backaches, muscle cramps, digestive disorders, rashes, teeth grinding, 
changes in appetite, feeling excessively cold or sweating profusely. Psycho-
logical symptoms might include not only anxiety disorders and depression, 
but compulsive behaviors, mood swings, flaring tempers, crying spells, and 
problems with relationships.  

Coping strategies include full spectrum light therapy, exercise, proper 
nutrition, sleep hygiene, positive thinking, healthy relationships, and the 
practice of spiritual disciplines (thank you, John Wesley!).

Sadly, we Christians sometimes seem to imply to each other that we will 
experience no fear whatsoever if we have enough faith, perhaps implying that 
our fears are evidence of a lack of faith.

Fear and faith are not polar opposites. To have faith means to choose to 
act in spite of one’s feelings of fear. Faith means acting in spite of!

In spite of my fears, because of my faith in Christ, I intend, like Paul, to 
say that “I have learned, in whatever state I am, to be content” (Philippians 
4:11b).  In today’s world of uncertainty, in spite of our fears, may it ever be so!

(Dr. David R. Wence is a IGRC clergy member appointed as a pastoral coun-
selor to Decatur Psychological Associates in Decatur, Ill.).

LOVE  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

To have faith means to choose to act in spite of one’s feelings of fear.

The PoweR of        
         FEAR

will fear no evil.” From the prophets and the voices of 
heavenly messengers come the words, “fear not.”

In Christian scriptures, Jesus, speaking to people 
under foreign occupation, often encourages them 
to not give in to fear. Paul, beaten and imprisoned, 
writes magnificently, “God did not give us a spirit that 
is fearful, but one that is powerful, loving and self-
controlled.” (2 Timothy !:7)

Mary, an internally displaced, single, young virgin living 
in an occupied land is told she will soon give birth to a 
son named Jesus who will be called the Son of the Most 
High. And the messenger says incredulously, “Do not be 
afraid!”

At the root of Christian faith is the confidence that in 
God’s world, we need not live in fear. And this does 
not come as smooth words of comfort in easy times. 
These words are delivered when people are up against 
it, when times are hard, and reasons to fear are, well, 
reasonable.  

But we believe that regardless of the circumstances, 
love overcomes. It is the claim of this faith throughout 
the ages. “Fear not.” We are given a spirit that is 
“powerful, loving, and self-controlled.”

An opportunity came that would allow us to deliver 
a message that could be seen from Ground Zero. We 
put it on a forty-foot banner that hung from a corner 
building where millions pass by daily.

It was based on 1 John 4:18-19, “There is no fear in love, 
but perfect love drives out fear be-cause fear expects 
punishment. The person who is afraid has not been 
made perfect in love. We love because God first loved 
us.”

Marilyn Kennedy, a visitor to Ground Zero from 
Connecticut, wrote in a letter to the New York Times, “A 
feeling of deep sadness permeated the neighborhood. 
Along with the sadness, though, there was hope. 
Standing across from Maiden Lane, we saw a sign 
several stories high on the building. It read, ‘Fear is 
Not the Only Force at Work in the World Today.’ The 

words were print-ed over large praying hands. It was a 
powerful message and quite inspiring…”

I came away from this experience believing that we 
can do theology in public. We can engage the public 
conversation for the common good. By listening 
carefully, speaking respectfully, acting lovingly and with 
self-control, our moral tradition of inclusiveness offers 
hope and assurance in troubled times.  

It is not our work, of course. Another way of saying 
“Fear is not the only force at work in the world” is to 
acknowledge that God is already at work in the world. 

(Rev. Larry Hollon is a nature photographer and wildlife 
enthusiast. He is a lifelong storyteller with experience in 
radio, TV, print and video. He has also had his own radio 
talk show and has pro-duced for television news. Among 
other career work, he was the general secretary of United 
Methodist Communications, and publisher of United 
Methodist News Service. He blogs regularly at www.
larryhollon.com).
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Prejudice and Purging 

World War I and the demise of the 
German Methodist Church in America
(Editor’s note: As a follow-up to the February cover story 
on the 200-year history of Methodism in Mt. Carmel and 
Alton, this story tells of the German Methodist Church. 
Alton Grace UMC, one of two congregations in Alton 
today, was a former German Methodist Church that 
became a part of the former Southern Illinois Conference 
in 1924-25 when the St. Louis Conference of the German 
Methodist Church dissolved). 

BY JOSHUA HOLLINGSEAD 

It was during World War I that the major 
persecution of German-American occurred, and the 
Americanization sentiment progressed unbridled, 
destroying much of German-American culture. 

One well-known instance of brazen violence 
against those of German-American descent occurred 
when a man was lynched in Collinsville, on suspicion 
of German heritage. While the only recorded lynching 
of a German-American during the war, the act reflected 
the air of hostility and hate present in the country. 

Of course, the war and the prejudices of the 
American people changed the culture of German-
Americans. Hyphenation was condemned, and 
everyone had to become 100 percent American. 

This Americanization, which forbid the teaching 
of German and renamed German ethnic dishes, greatly 
destroyed the previous German-American culture. 
Even church services in German had to be discarded 
(Daniels, 1997, 97). The bigotry and bias inflamed by 
the patriotic feelings aroused during war entailed the 
destruction of German-American culture.

The German Methodist Church, a German-
language church, felt the impact of the war.   German 
Methodism started in the 1830s in the United States 
and differed from its parent Methodist Church chiefly 
in its employment of the German language.  The 
German Methodist Church was established by the 
American Methodist Church in the 1830’s to minister 
to the growing number of German immigrants in the 
United States.  

From humble beginning, the German Methodist 
Church grew until it was an old and respected 
institution in the early 20th century.  Before World War 
I, the German Methodist Church thrived.  In 1915, 
ten German-speaking conferences existed serving 
between 60,000 and 70,000 German-Americans in 740 
congregations.  Several colleges and other institutions 
along with a high quality theological magazine were 
founded and maintained by the various German 
conferences (Luebke, 40).  

Well-established, organized, and funded, the 
German-Methodist Church contributed much to 
the missions of Methodism.  During World War 
I, the major persecution of German-Americans 
occurred, hyphenation was condemned, and everyone 
had to become one hundred percent American, 
and the prejudice against Germans and German-

Americans led to the harassment and decline of the 
German Methodist Church.  The Methodist Church, 
internalizing the message of Americanization, hassled 
and bullied its own German Methodism branch.  

At the same time as the war was beginning in 
Europe, the American German Methodist church 
reported “an increase in nearly all directions” (Central 
Christian Advocate, Sept. 16, 1914, 16). From 1913 to 
1914, before the war, the German-language conferences 
experienced an overall boom throughout the country.  
The St. Louis German conference, for instance, 
had more than 9,000 in 1914.  Across the nation, 
membership in the German Methodist conferences 
increased from 61,872 in 1913 to 62,390 in 1914 
(Central Christian Advocate, June 30, 1915, 11-2). This 
growth showed the strength of the German Methodist 
Church in the period immediately before World War I.

During World War I the United States experienced 
a few years of ostensible neutrality and then declared 
war on Japan and Germany.  Anti-German hysteria 
and the push for Americanization ravaged the German 
Methodist church, closing 52 individual churches 
and turning younger preachers away from joining 
the German Methodist conferences (Luebke, 291).  
The weekly periodical of the Methodist Church, The 
Christian Advocate, depicted the increasingly hostile 
attitude of Methodists toward the German-speaking 
brothers as well as a defense of their conferences by 
German Methodists and their supporters.

In 1914 anti-German emotions arose across the 
United States, and The Christian Advocate reported 
on some of the actions taken against Germans and 
the German culture.  The Church 
felt the resonance of the rising 
anti-German feelings.  In April 
of 1915 the magazine printed an 
article promoting Americanization 
that drew a large response.  
Bishop William Alfred Quayle 
wrote that the foreign-speaking 
Methodist conferences had 
served their purpose, but now 
that immigration was declining, 
the foreign-language conferences 
should be merged with their 
English-speaking counterparts as 
the Norwegian-Danish Conference 
had done. (Central Christian 
Advocate, April 14, 1915, 10). 

Seeing the slump in immigration due to World War I, 
Bishop Quayle conjectured that the mission of foreign-
language conferences was finished and that the war 
would demand Americanization.  (Daniels, 1997, 79). 
Bishop Quayle wrote:

“In the coming days, more even than 

in the past days, America will demand that 
citizens of foreign birth amalgamate themselves 
more speedily with the American idea and 
the American speech and the American folks.  
Americans are we and Americans we ought to 
be and this is not less so in religious matters 
and denominational matters than in civic 
matters.”   

Quayle’s suggestions were pragmatic, if biased, 
and foreshadowed the increasingly hostile American 
attitude toward immigrants.  Many in the United States 
doubted German-American loyalty; Quayle utilized the 
fear and nativism to argue that to be a true American 
Methodist the person had to be fully American.  
Americanization and nativism was on the rise within 
the church.

Quayle’s suggestion faced opposition; although, the 
resistance originated mostly from German Methodists.  
Eugene Weiffenbach, a leader of the German Methodist 
Church, defended the German Methodist conferences 
by examining finances and finding that in return for 
the $44,300 spent on German Methodism for 1915 
the German Methodist congregations gave $302,325 
(Central Christian Advocate, July 7, 1915, 11-2).  If 
Weiffenbach’s figures were correct, the German 
Methodists contributed financially to the Church 
much more than they received and that deflated the 
argument of German Methodists being a leech on the 
Methodist Church.  Even if Weiffenbach’s numbers 
were off his statement proved the commitment of 
German Methodists to their Church and its parent, the 
Methodist Church.  Of course, Weiffenbach opposed 

the immediate and complete 
integration that Quayle had 
proposed.  Weiffenbach’s defense 
illustrated the devotion of the 
German Methodists to keeping 
their churches separate.  The article 
by Quayle reflected the desires 
of at least some of Methodist 
Church’s leaders to end foreign-
language ministry in America and 
Weiffenbach’s showed the German 
Methodist wish to keep their own 
church organization.

 In a strange, unintended 
parody of later defenses against 
anti-German sentiments, 
Weiffenbach wrote: “Are [German 
Methodists] then hyphenated 
Methodists, foreigners in 

Methodism, or an integral part of the Church . . . ?  
Let no one accuse them of being inferior Methodists, 
lacking in loyalty, because they happen . . . to worship 
God bilingually.  German Methodists are loyal 
Methodists.” If the words “Methodists,” “Methodism,” 
and “Church” were replaced with “Americans,” 
“America,” and “United States,” the passage turns 
from a defense of German Methodists to German-
Americans during World War I.  The parallelism was 
not intentioned, but the bias toward the German 
Methodist Church and German-Americans themselves 

“Let no one accuse them of being inferior Methodists, lacking in
 loyalty, because they happen... to worship God bilingually.”
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was based on the fear of disloyalty and the German-
American isolation from the rest of society.  The 
arguments for tolerance for both German-Americans 
and the German Methodist Church therefore bear 
marked similarity to one another.  Still the quote 
reflected the strong statement of loyalty by the 
persecuted minority in face of the fearful majority.  The 
bias against immigrants exhibited through Quayle’s 
suggestion and the need for defense of the foreign 
language conferences exposed the nativist feeling rising 
in the Methodist Church.

German Methodists responded to the Methodist 
Church.  The general meeting of the German branch of 
the Methodist Church met in St. Louis from July 6-8, 
1915, discussed merging churches, and concluded that 
it would be better to keep the conferences separate. 
(Central Christian Advocate, August 18, 1915, 12).  
The attendees defended German Methodism with the 
observation that a large number of its members flowed 
into the English-speaking church, yet the German 
Methodist Church continued to grow, especially in 
Sunday school services. They felt that the continued 
growth of the German Methodist Church showed its 
viability and continuing importance as part of the 
Methodist Church.  Delegates adopted resolutions 
supporting separate conferences and German 
Americans:

That we voice our disfavor of any present 
movement for consolidation 
as advocated lately by a good 
bishop in The Christian 
Advocate, and that it is 
our conviction that for the 
successful continuation and 
development of our work 
and the education of our German Methodists 
and their descendants and for the further 
existence and development of our institutions, 
the organizations of our districts Annual 
Conferences and the 14th General Conference 
District are absolutely necessary and that we 
protest emphatically against any change or 
discontinuation that might be intended. 

The delegates clearly knew of Quayle’s suggestion 
and felt strongly that the German Methodist church 
deserved and needed to continue.  As delegates they 
would be the most dedicated members of German 
Methodism, but their staunch avowal of support 
for German Methodism reflected on all German 
Methodists.  

The German Methodists present at the conference 
also made a resolution addressing the spreading anti-
German hysteria and prejudice:

We protest against the term “hyphenated 
Americans” invented by an anti-German spirit 
and mainly applied to Americans of German 
descent.  English and other nationalities are 
“hyphenates” in the same sense and degree.  
Whoever has sworn to the Stars and Stripes is 
an American.  Americans of German descent 
are Americans second to none and the term 
“Hyphenates,” applied in a special sense, is 
unfriendly and, as we believe, undeserved 
(Central Christian Advocate, August 18, 1915, 12). 

German Methodist leaders recognized the anti-
German hysteria being drudged up with World War I.  
The German Methodists sought to calm the hysterics 
if possible among their Methodist brethren.  The need 
for the resolution also expressed the upwelling of 
anti-German emotion among the populace and among 
Methodists.  Many of the Methodists the leaders 
tried to reach were those pushing for the integration 
of the German Methodists conferences with their 

English counterparts.  Wishing to spread the message 
of acceptance they created the resolution to turn 
awareness of the Methodists to the power of language 
to determine patterns of thinking.  The question of the 
hyphen further expanded into national awareness with 
the US entrance into the war.            

German Methodists realized that their embrace 
of the German culture and language would be even 
larger targets of prejudice and suspicion after the 
United States entered the war than even in the period 
before.  Bishop Henderson contended in the Apologist, 
the German-language publication of the German 
Methodist church: 

Methodism has always been bound up with 
patriotism. . . .  Methodism and Americanism have 
always been synonymous.  In this hour of national as 
well as international crisis, every Methodist preacher 
will be a patriotic leader and every Methodist 
congregation a flock of true patriots (Douglass, 1939, 7 
and Evers, 1964, 237).

Members and leaders of the German Methodist 
church recognized the bias against them and 
understood that with the entrance of the United States 
into the war, the anger and hate towards German 
culture and anything associated with Germany would 
grow.  Henderson’s declaration then can be viewed as 
an assertion of patriotic feeling and a veiled warning 
to the readers of the Apologist, mostly German 

Methodists, of the increase in anti-German attitude to 
be expected.

The Americanization impulse resident in the 
Methodist Church continued even after the war.  An 
article published a year after the armistice used an 
analogy comparing the one hundred percent American 
to the 100 percent Christian (Central Christian 
Advocate, November 12, 1919, 8). While the article 
told the reader that outward displays do not make one 
Christian, the article’s use of the analogy showed how 
accepted the image of 100 percent Americanism was 
at the time and how ingrained it was on the American 
psyche.  Americans incorporated the propaganda 
calling for Americanization into their mentality, 
and the favored analogy showed how deep the 
internalization was among the public and the members 
of the Methodist Church.  With unquestioned 
acceptance of basic Americanization tenets, the Church 
could not help but try to implement them.  

The German Methodist ministry of the Methodist 
Church lasted a century, from the 1830s to the 1930s.  
In the years previous to World War I, the German 
Methodist Church thrived with a membership of more 
than 60,000 people.  Catering to German immigrants 
and their descendants, the war and its anti-German 
impetus shaped the German Methodist Church.  
Visibly in The Christian Advocate, the Methodist 
church absorbed the anti-German hysteria and 
encouraged the dissolution of the German Methodist 
branch of the church.  

The end of the German Methodist church came 
fairly quickly.  Starting with the St. Louis German 
Annual Conference in 1924, the German conferences 
merged with the main body of the Church.  All the 
German conferences were combined with the main 
body of the Church within twenty years after the 
end of World War I.  By the early 1940s the German 
Methodist Church was no more.  Americanization 
and prejudice obliged the liquidation of the German 
Methodist conferences.  Before the United States 

entered World War II all the German Methodist 
churches in America would be gone.  The German-
language ministry of the United Methodist church 
lasted for over a century, enjoyed its strongest 
membership just before World War I and less than 
twenty years after the war, German Methodism ended.

The end of the German Methodist Church was 
inevitable as immigration slowed and English spread, 
but World War I severely shortened the length of time 
and the influence of the German Methodist branch of 
the Methodist Church.  The war’s effect in increasing 
nativism and engendering anti-German hysteria 
seriously affected the Methodist Church.  The Church, 
internalizing the values of Americanization attacked 
and persecuted its German Methodist branch.  The 
end of the German Methodist conferences reveal the 
way religious institution can be shaped by society and 
public opinion as well as showing how any institution 
is vulnerable to prejudice and bias toward the other, the 
alien.  

(Joshua Hollingsead is a library specialist in the Grainger 
Engineering Information Center at the University of 
Illinois. The article above is adapted from a paper 
he wrote in spring 2006 while an honors student at 
McKendree University. Hollingsead is a 2006 McKendree 
University graduate. Reprinted with permission).
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27 annual conferences give 100 percent in apportionments in 2016
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – The General Council on Finance and 
Administration (GCFA), working with the 56 annual confer-
ences in the United States, reports that 27 annual confer-
ences have paid 100% of their 2016 apportionments to the 
seven general Church funds.  This is a slight increase over 
the previous year during which 26 annual conferences 
reached this milestone.  The 2016 payout rate of 91.8% is 
the highest it has been.

“We are always honored to work with the people of all 
annual conferences and are pleased to make this an-
nouncement this year. This is one more indication that 
United Methodists are most generous people and that 
connectional giving in our denomination remains strong,” 

said Bishop Michael McKee, who serves as GCFA president. 
“We thank not only those conferences able to pay 100% 
of their general Church apportionment – but also all those 
conferences who did not attain the 100% level but who 
continue to strongly support the connection. Several con-
ferences significantly increased their percentage paid, and 
these increases helped to create the favorable payout rate 
for 2016. All segments of the connection are important to 
fulfilling the ministries of the Church, and we look forward 
to working with the Central Conferences as they expand 
their general Church apportionment giving in 2017.”

The news follows a record payment in apportionments at 
the conference level within the Illinois Great Rivers Confer-

ence – one of the 27 conferences to remit 100 percent. 
This is the 15th consecutive year of 100 percent giving to 
general church apportionments by the IGRC.

The 27 annual conferences are: Alaska, Baltimore-
Washington, Central Texas, Desert Southwest, East Ohio, 
Eastern Pennsylvania, Great New Jersey, Illinois Great 
Rivers, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Minnesota, New England, 
New York, North Carolina, Oklahoma Indian Missionary, 
Oregon-Idaho, Pacific Northwest, Peninsula-Delaware, Red 
Bird Missionary, Rocky Mountain, Susquehanna, Tennes-
see, Upper New York, West Ohio, West Virginia and Western 
Pennsylvania. 

BY DEBORAH COBLE

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, W.Va. (UMNS) – 
United Methodists in White Sulphur Springs remember 
Katherine Coleman Goble Johnson — the main character 
in the movie “Hidden Figures” — counting steps as a 
child.

Sara Carter and Carolyn Bond, members of St. James 
United Methodist Church, recalled that Johnson grew up 
near the church. Johnson attended St. James Methodist, 
which was then an African American church and was the 
predecessor of the current St. James.

“She definitely was known for counting her steps. 
She knew exactly how many steps it was from her house 
down Church Street to St. James Methodist Church,” Bond 
said. In the movie, Johnson is shown counting steps in the 
country.

The movie depicts the important role that 
Johnson and two other African-American women 
played in NASA’s Mercury Space Program. Based 
on the book by the same name, “Hidden Figures” 
is the true story of Johnson, Dorothy Vaughn and 
Mary Jackson.

Johnson, a physicist and mathematician, is 
98. She lives in Hampton, Virginia.

Carter and Bond watched the movie at the 
historic Lewis Theater in Lewisburg, four days 
before “Hidden Figures” was nominated for 
multiple Academy Awards, including best picture. 
They were joined by the Rev. Shari Stilgen-
bauer, pastor of St. James and Emmanuel United 
Methodist churches in White Sulphur Springs, 
and Shari’s husband, the Rev. David Stilgenbauer, 
pastor of Ronceverte United Methodist Church, 
about 13 miles from White Sulphur Springs.

Bond said Katherine, her daughters and her 
second husband, Lt. Col. Jim Johnson, would at-
tend worship at St. James when they came back to 
White Sulphur Springs to visit her mother.

“Miss Katherine went away to school as did 
her sister, Miss Margaret. Miss Margaret came 
back to teach school.  Miss Margaret also played 
piano in our church,” Bond added.

Bond said the community was unaware of Johnson’s 
important role in the space program before the movie 
came out. 

“I had no idea she did all of those things. She never 
said anything about working with the space program, but 
she did always ask us how we were doing in school,” she 
said.   

Education was important to the Coleman family, 
said Carter and Bond, recalling how the Coleman family 
made sacrifices so that their girls could go to Charleston 
to complete high school. Katherine’s mother, Joylette Cole-
man, was a former teacher, and her father, Joshua, was a 
lumberman, farmer and handyman who also worked at 
the Greenbrier.

“Mr. Coleman worked at the Greenbrier and as a 

custodian at the library so that Katherine could go away to 
high school,” Bond said. The Greenbrier is a historic resort 
built near the town’s natural mineral springs. It has been in 
operation since 1778.

Katherine graduated from high school at the age of 
14 and from West Virginia State University with a degree 
in math at the age of 18. Later, she graduated from West 
Virginia University with a master’s degree. Later on, she 
was the first African American woman to desegregate the 
graduate school at West Virginia University in Morgan-
town, West Virginia.

She went on to calculate the analytic geometry for the 
trajectory and re-entry for Alan Shepherd’s historic flight 
as the first American in space and John Glenn’s orbit of 
earth. She also did calculations for the Apollo and Space 
Shuttle program.

The movie also deals with discrimination faced by 
Johnson and her co-workers in the 1960s, including the 
fact that Johnson had to run to another building to go to 
the restroom since the building where she worked with the 
mathematicians had no “colored” restroom. In the film, Al 
Harrison, an engineer and director of the Space Task Force 
who is played by Kevin Costner, takes down the Colored 
Ladies Restroom sign after he learns why Johnson’s breaks 
have taken so long.

Katherine Johnson’s contributions were relatively un-
heralded until, at the age of 96, she was awarded the Medal 
of Freedom by President Obama.

Bond said the movie has resulted in Johnson’s recog-
nition in her hometown.

“I heard that White Sulphur Springs is going to re-
name the public library for Katherine Johnson,” Bond said.

Carter added there are plans to put a sign on the 
highway.

“White Sulphur Springs has never named anything 
for a black person,” Carter said.

In the mid-1920s, when Katherine was a child, most 
African American children stopped school after eighth 
grade and went to work.

GBHEM introduces new Excellence in Clergy Leadership scholarship 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – The Office of Loans and Scholar-

ships at the General Board of Higher Education and Minis-
try (GBHEM) announced the creation of a new scholarship 
that launched Jan. 3, 2017, for students enrolled in United 
Methodist seminaries. 

Deadline for applying is March 1. For more informa-
tion, visit: www.gbhem.org 

The Excellence in Clergy Leadership Scholarship was 
created to help entering United Methodist clergy avoid ex-
cessive educational loan debt, minimize financial stress and 
build financial acumen. 

Wespath Benefits and Investments (formerly the Gen-

eral Board of Pension and Health Benefits), GBHEM and 
the National Association of United Methodist Foundations 
collaborated on a proposal and were awarded a $1 million 
grant from the Lilly Endowment’s National Initiative to 
Address Economic Challenges Facing Pastoral Leaders. The 
proposal included implementing half of the grant as a "loan 
avoidance" scholarship for United Methodist seminarians 
pursuing elder or deacon ordination. 

To be eligible for the Excellence in Clergy Leader-
ship Scholarship, applicants must be enrolled full-time as a 
Master of Divinity student at one of the 13 United Method-
ist seminaries/schools of theology, and be pursuing certified 

candidacy or a certified candidate for ministry (elder or 
deacon) in The United Methodist Church. 

In addition to the Lilly grant, the scholarship is funded 
by matching contributions from GBHEM, the 13 United 
Methodist seminaries/schools of theology, and participating 
United Methodist annual conferences or foundations. The 
matching contributions offer selected applicants an oppor-
tunity to receive scholarship award amounts ranging from 
$2,500 to $12,500. Seminary students are encouraged to ap-
ply for the scholarship even if their annual conference is not 
participating because other donor funds may be available. 

Photo by Bill Ingalls, NASA 
President Barack Obama kisses former NASA mathematician Katherine Johnson after 
presenting her with the Presidential Medal of Freedom in November 2015, during a 
ceremony at the White House.

HIDDEN FIGURES  CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

‘Hidden Figures’ mathematician 
raised Methodist
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Registration now open for 2017 Bishop's Open
AUBURN – Registration is now open for 
the 2017 Bishop's Open which will be 
Friday, April 21, at the Edgewood Golf Club, 
near Auburn.

Lunch will be served at 11 a.m. with a shot-
gun start at noon. Dinner will follow the 

completion of the golf outing.

Register to play golf or purchase hole 
sponsorships at the $100, $500 and $1,000 
levels.

Register online at www.igrc.org/bishopso-
pen2017. 

SAVE THE DATE!

F O U N D A T I O N

REGISTER AT:
http://www.igrc.org/bishopsopen2017

O P E N

T H E

B I S H O P ’S

APRIL 21, 2017

Bond’s father, Homer Brown, was 
a contemporary of Katherine’s. He went 
to work at the age of 11 or 12 at The 
Greenbrier Hotel as a page. Later, as a 
teenager, he switched to the night shift so 
that he could work toward his high school 
diploma. He graduated from high school 
when he was 23 years old and worked at 
the Greenbrier until he was in his 70s, 
Bond said.

By 1954, many communities in West 
Virginia were integrated, but White Sul-
phur Springs was still segregated.

Bond remembers protests when 
school integration was attempted in 1954, 
even though she was a young child.

“I was told by my daddy to stay away 
from downtown.  I remember riding my 
little tricycle that direction, so that I could 
visit a local police officer who worked 
on the bridge. He always had candy for 
the children. But I remember seeing the 
angry faces down that way, and I just 
couldn’t understand why they would be 
so angry,” she said.

A Sept. 19, 1954, article by Harry 
W. Ernest, staff writer for The Gazette, 
details threats against Negro children if 
they attended the white schools, as well as 
a strike by 300 of 440 white students who 
refused to attend school with African-
Americans. Greenbrier County's Board 
of Education called off partial integra-
tion and ordered all students back to the 
schools they attended the previous year.

Carter, a generation older than Bond, 

worked at the Greenbrier as a 
parlor maid and remembers the 
outrageous Aunt Jemima costume 
they were required to wear, com-
plete with “the big hoop earrings, 
red handkerchief over our hair and 
hoop dresses and apron. Finally, 
a group of us got tired of wearing 
the getup so we went to human 
resources, and we asked if we could 
stop.  They agreed to let us wear 
something more modern,” she said.

But Carter added that she had 
no complaints about The Green-
brier “because they gave a lot of 
people a job and the ability to buy 
a home.”

Bond went on to graduate from high 
school in an integrated White Sulphur 
Springs and on to college. She worked 
her entire career as a speech therapist at a 
local elementary school.

While the unrest over integration is 
now history, she said it took a toll on the 
community. “Our grown children all live 
elsewhere now,” Bond said.    

“We’ve come a long way.  I’m so glad 
my children didn’t have to go through 
what we had to go through.” Bond said. “I 
don’t know that we ever had a restaurant 
we could go to — not when I was growing 
up in White Sulphur Springs.”

Carter said she hopes the movie will 
remind people what African Americans 
went through.

“I’m glad they made the movie. There 
are ones who don’t know what we went 
through.  I told my daughter to go see it,” 
she said.

Shari Stilgenbauer said it was an 
honor to watch the movie with “Carolyn 
and Sara, two of our church members 
who knew her and attended church with 
her family.”

“The movie opened my eyes to the 
importance of the stories that are shared 
by the church and our communities,” she 
said.

Coble is director of communications for the 
West Virginia Conference of The United 
Methodist Church. Coble attended the 
movie with Bond, Carter and the pastors.

HIDDEN FIGURES  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Scholarship information for students
SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry is 
offering a scholarship opportunity for the 2017-2018 
school year to any undergraduate.

 Applicants must be members of a United Method-
ist Church for a minimum of one year. Scholarships 
awarded will be sent to the community college, col-
lege or university that the student will be attending 
during the 2017-2018 school year to help pay for their 
undergraduate tuition. The scholarships awarded will 
be a minimum of $500.

Read more at: www.igrc.org/campusministry 

The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry is 
currently accepting applications for scholarships and 
United Methodist student loans for 2017-18. Scholar-
ship applications should be completed by March 1.

Visit www.gbhem.org/loans-and-scholarships for 

more information.

Seminary students that are preparing for a Master of 
Divinity for pulpit ministry may want to check out the 
Opal Dancey Fellowship. Students from any United 
Methodist seminary or Asbury Seminary are eligible.

Visit www.opaldanceygrants.org for more informa-
tion.

Women ministry students may also want to consider 
the Sondra Newman Scholarship offered by the Il-
linois Great Rivers Conference Commission on the 
Status and Role of Women.

COSROW offers a scholarship for any woman who 
is 1) a certified candidate from IGRC 2) enrolled in 
seminary for degree or course of study 3) completed 
at least one semester of training 4) will also consider 
CPE training.

More information can be found at: www.igrc.org/

cosrow. 

Onarga UMC's Barber Education Trust is seeking ap-
plicants for its 2017-18 school year. Scholarships from 
the Trust are for persons seeking to become full-time 
workers in Christ's church. Scholarships are at a mini-
mum $500. Full-time work includes those pursuing 
ordained ministry, Christian Education, youth ministry 
and other specialized ministries within the church.

Preference is given to those applicants within the Iro-
quois West School District, or raised in the boundaries 
of the Iroquois River District. Applicants may or may 
not be United Methodist although preference is given 
to United Methodist applicants.

Request an application by email at: methodistof@att.
net or by contacting the Onarga UMC, 109 Seminary 
Ave., Onargo, IL  60955-1240. Application deadline is 
May 30 with scholarships awarded by July 15.

Photo by Hopper Stone, “Hidden Figures” (20th Century Fox) 
In this scene from “Hidden Figures,” Taraji P. Henson in her role 
as Katherine G. Johnson stands out amid her team of fellow 
mathematicians that helped send astronaut John Glenn into 
orbit.
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Missouri Conference chooses 
Ross as new Center director
COLUMBIA, Mo. – Bishop Robert Farr announced 
Jan. 26 his intent to appoint the Rev. Dr. Roger Ross as 
Director for the Center of Congregational Excellence. 
Ross is currently serving as senior pastor of First UMC in 
Springfield, Illinois in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. 
The cross-conference appointment comes with the 
blessing of Bishop Frank J. Beard.

The position has been vacant since Farr was elected to 
the episcopacy in July at the South Central Jurisdictional 
Conference in Wichita, Kansas. Ross rose to the top of the field 
after a national search. He expects to start in the new role on July 1.

"Although I was not seeking this position, after much prayer and 
countless conversations, I have accepted a new ministry role," 
Ross said in a letter mailed to the Springfield First congregation 
this week. "As some of you know, I have long felt a special calling 
to start new churches. I also love helping pastors and churches 
find new life. Like you, I want to invest my one and only life in a 
way that has the greatest impact for the Kingdom of God. When 
prayerfully considering who God made me to be, I came to believe 
this position would uniquely tap my passion and gifts and could 
be my highest point of contribution to a world that needs the love 
and leadership of Jesus Christ."

As with any pastoral vacancy, the District Superintendent is 
meeting with the church's pastor-parish committee and the 
process of discerning a new pastor for Springfield First UMC is 
underway.

“The Center for Congregational Excellence is one of our priority 

areas for the Missouri Annual Conference,” said Bishop 
Farr. “Roger has a great track record in planting and 
transforming congregations. We think he will be a 
great fit to our team and help us discern the next 
season of connecting the Gospel with new people in 
new places.”

Originally from Cambridge, Ill., Ross has served local 
churches from Texas to the British Channel Island of 
Guernsey to his home state of Illinois, where he has 
been involved in starting two new churches. Since 

2007, he has served as senior pastor of First UMC in Springfield. He 
is the author of Meet the Goodpeople: Wesley’s 7 Ways to Share Faith 
and has contributed to several publications and journals. Married 
to Leanne Klein Ross, they have two children, Zach, who attends 
the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, and Jane, who is a 
freshman at Olivet Nazarene University.

“The Missouri Annual Conference is a well-known leader in our 
connection at effectively starting new churches and transforming 
existing churches,” Ross said. “I can’t wait to join the team, roll up 
my sleeves with church planters, pastors, and laypersons, and find 
fresh ways to multiply the life-changing love of Jesus Christ.”

The Missouri Conference is comprised of almost 800 local 
churches, approximately 1,000 retired and active clergy and 
80,000 weekly worshippers. In the past 10 years, the Center for 
Congregational Excellence has guided 35 church starts into life 
and has overseen over 150 Healthy Church consultations in the 
Missouri Conference.

Showalter, Lee appointed to the Cabinet
BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard has an-
nounced the appointment of Rev. Nic Showalter and Rev. 
Angie Lee as conference superintendents, effective July 1.

“Both Rev. Showalter and Rev. Lee have the leader-
ship gifts and graces that are respected and noted by their 
clergy peers,” Beard said in making the announcement. 
“They also have strong connections with the laity that 
have served.”

Beard has appointed Showalter to the LaMoine River 
District, succeeding the Rev. C. Douglas Rorex but Beard 
has also announced that Lee will be appointed to a district 
later in the appointment season.

“The Cabinet is being reorganized and reshaped in 
an effort to place superintendents in districts where their 
individual gifts might best be utilized,” Beard said. “I will 
share the completed Cabinet assignments by the end of 
February.”

Beard also alluded to this year's unusual appointment 
season where a large number of retirements, especially 
from larger churches, might also impact the makeup of 
the Cabinet. When asked if that means there may be addi-
tional superintendent vacancies as a result, Beard replied, 
“It’s possible.”

Nic Showalter
Nic ShowalterShowalter, currently the 

pastor of the Maroa UMC in the Sangam-
on River District, has 30 years of pastoral 
experience in the former Central Illinois 
and now, Illinois Great Rivers Conference.

Beard said Showalter was “a great 
choice” to serve as superintendent of the LaMoine River 
District. “He is a gifted administrator with a solid, steady 
track record of effective ministry,” he said. “He is a quiet, 
unassuming leader, a trusted colleague and he is commit-
ted to the IGRC. He is known throughout the district and 
is highly respected.”

Showalter says his greatest joys in ministry are in 

developing and nurturing growing relationships both 
within the congregation and in the community. He 
believes that as disciples of Jesus Christ we are called not 
just to build the church (but even more importantly) to 
build the Kingdom of God in the communities where our 
congregations and their people are in relationship.  He 
values the need and opportunity of a local congregation to 
extend itself into the community rather than waiting for 
the community to be drawn to the church. His faith was 
nurtured as a child in traditional worship style in a tradi-
tional church. And he is challenged and open to the ways 
in which God may be moving and calling us as disciples 
in unexpected and non-traditional ways.

Born and raised in Taylorville, Showalter earned a 
degree in business administration (along with a minor 
in political science) at Illinois Wesleyan University in 
Bloomington (1983); and master of divinity degree (M. 
Div.) at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in 
Evanston (1988). He has served these congregations: 
Maroa (2013-2017); Villa Grove (2003-2013); Carmi First 
(1997-2003); Onarga (1992-1997); Danville: St James, 
Associate (1988-1992); Batestown-Union Corner (1986-
1988); and Glencoe Community Church (1985-1986) in 
the Northern Illinois Conference.

He is married to Jill (Shirey) from Danville. She holds 
a nursing degree from Illinois Wesleyan University and 
has professional experience in medical/surgical, derma-
tology, home health care, phlebotomy, geriatric, clinical 
family and pediatric nursing and has served as a clinic 
coordinator. She enjoys flower gardening and scrapbook-
ing as time allows.

Nic and Jill are the parents of two adult daughters: 
Hannah, and Sarah. They are the proud grandparents of 
Elijah.

In addition to various services on boards and com-
mittees of the church, Showalter is enjoys landscape pho-
tography and is a certified umpire in high school baseball 
and softball through the Illinois High School Association.

Angie Eunjoo Lee
Rev. Angie Eunjoo Lee, currently 

associate pastor of Bloomington Wesley 
UMC in the Vermilion River District, 
began her ministry in the West Ohio 
Conference before being appointed to the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference in 2004.

Beard said Lee is a “highly competent and effective 
pastor” who has served in a variety of positions within 
the IGRC. “She is viewed as a compassionate and caring 
pastor with excellent organizational and relational skills. 
Angie is a ‘team player’ that brings a deep spiritual depth 
and a commitment to Christ that is contagious.”

Born and raised in Seoul, Korea.Lee is a graduate of 
Ewha Women’s University (Bachelor of Science in Math-
ematics Education and Master of Arts in Old Testament 
Theology) in Seoul. She received my Master of Divinity in 
2004 from United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio, 
and was ordained as an elder in the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference in 2009.

She has served as an associate at Effingham Centenary 
(2004-2007); Coulterville-Tilden (2007-2012); Urbana 
First (2012-2015) and associate at Bloomington Wesley-
Bloomington Park, Associate (2015-2017). 

In addition, Lee has served as co-chair of the Order of 
Elders since 2014, has taught in the Course of Study since 
2011 and has been a part of conference-wide initiatives on 
clergy health and wellness.

Lee is married to S. J. Lee, who is an auto mechanic. 
Together, we have two children. Christine, a graduate stu-
dent at New York University and Alex, a student at Illinois 
State University. The family’s favorite hobby is traveling.

“In seeing the beauty of nature and meeting people, 
we are in awe of God's creation and His work among 
people,” she said.

In her spare time, Lee enjoys exercise, such as yoga 
and going to the gym, as well as playing the piano and 
guitar.

Bishop 
Beard’s 
Schedule
March 5, 2017
Trinity UMC of East St. Louis - Mississippi RD
10:30 a.m. - Worship Service 

March 26, 2017
Bonfield / Grand Prairie Parish - Vermilion RD
Consecration of Building Addition
2:00 p.m. - Worship Service

April 2, 2017
Danville Cluster of UMC Congregations 
at Catlin UMC - Iroquois RD
5:00 p.m. - Lenten Service 

April 9, 2017
Coal City UMC - Vermilion RD
8:00 a.m. - Worship Service
10:00 a.m. - Dedication of Parsonage
10:30 a.m. - Worship Service
                    and
Edwards County Cluster 
at Albion UMC - Kaskaskia RD
6:00 p.m. - Lenten Service

May 21, 2017
Island Grove UMC - Sangamon RD
195th Anniversary of Founding
10:30 a.m. - Worship Service

Ross
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RETREAT
SELF-CARE

APRIL 21-22 
THE SHRINE OF OUR LADY 
OF THE SNOWS
BELLEVILLE, ILLINOIS

PCC
SPONSORED

RETREAT LOCATION: 

National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows

442 S. DeMazenod Dr, Belleville, IL 62223

(Located on IL State Highway 15 east)

The office of Pastoral Care and Counseling will host a Self-Care Retreat for IGRC clergy and/or 
spouses (ie: individual clergy, clergy groups, individual spouses, groups of spouses) April 21-22 
at the National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville. Friday dinner is provided with event 
registration and Saturday breakfast is provided with Friday night hotel stay (rate is $75.85 before 
tax).

BOOM has authorized .8 CEU’s for those wanting to attend all workshops beginning Friday at 
3pm through Saturday at 4:30pm, otherwise attend the workshops you are interested in and 
enjoy the beautiful grounds at The Shrine or rejuvenate yourself as you see fit. We serve others 
best when we feed our soul.

Cost for the event is $25 per person. Register online before April 5 at: www.igrc.org/self-
care2017. Please contact The Shrine for hotel reservations at 618.397.1162, 800.682.2879 or 
email hotel@snows.org referencing that you are attending the IGRC PCC Self-Care Retreat.  

Childcare will be available at a cost of $10 per family (not per child) and will be provided at Bel-
leville St. Matthew UMC, just minutes from the Shrine. Parents must pick up and drop off children 
as no transportation will be provided. Childcare registration deadline is April 1 and reservations 
can be made at www.igrc.org/selfcare2017-childcare.

Topics of workshops during the retreat include:
• Do We Encourage or Discourage Self-

Care as a Culture?
• Our Healthiest Selves with Nutrition and 

Exercise
• Sacred Spaces: An Experiential Faith 

Exploration
• Wake Up Your Life

• Chair Yoga and Healthy Living
• Marriage Self-Care
• Finding Your Treasures
• “What My Spouse Doesn’t Tell Me” 

Benefits Education
• Understanding Stress and Management 

of Chronic Stress
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PCC hosts Self-Care Retreat April 21-22
BELLEVILLE – The office of Pastoral Care and 

Counseling will host a Self-Care Retreat for IGRC cler-
gy and/or spouses (ie: individual clergy, clergy groups, 
individual spouses, groups of spouses) April 21-22 at 
the National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in Bel-
leville. Friday dinner is provided with event registration 
and Saturday breakfast is provided with Friday night 
hotel stay (rate is $75.85 before tax).

BOOM has authorized .8 CEU's for those want-
ing to attend all workshops beginning Friday at 3 p.m. 
through Saturday at 4:30 p.m. Otherwise attend the 
workshops you are interested in and enjoy the beautiful 
grounds at The Shrine or rejuvenate yourself as you see 
fit. We serve others best when we feed our soul.

Cost for the event is $25 per person. Register on-
line before April 5 at: www.igrc.org/selfcare2017. Con-
tact The Shrine for hotel reservations at 618-397-1162, 
800.682.2879, or email hotel@snows.org, referencing 
that you are attending the IGRC PCC Self-Care Retreat. 

Childcare will be available at a cost of $10 per fam-
ily (not per child) and will be provided at Belleville St. 
Matthew UMC, just minutes from the Shrine. Parents 
must pick up and drop off children as no transporta-
tion will be provided. Childcare registration deadline is 
April 1 and reservations can be made at www.igrc.org/
selfcare2017-childcare.

Topics of workshops during the retreat include: 
• Do We Encourage or Discourage Self-Care as a 

Culture?  Leader: Shauna Summers. There are mul-
tiple factors to consider from our fast-paced, "be the 
best you can be" culture to our portable technology 
that we can access 24 hours a day and everything in 

between. Culture shapes how we perceive and under-
stand life. Asking the question about how we think 
about self-care and relaxation is important in figur-
ing out why self-care and relaxation might be such 
a challenge to achieve. If we don't reassess how we 
think about something, how can we grow? Shauna 
will talk about what self-care is, how it can help you 
be and feel healthier while asking us to think about 
if American culture encourages or discourages self-
care and relaxation. 

• Our Healthiest Selves with Nutrition and Exer-
cise.  Leader: Dr. Jerry Felts. Felts has more than 
40 years’ experience as a natural health care doctor. 
He graduated with honors from Logan College of 
Chiropractic in St. Louis, Mo. He began practice 
in 1973 and specializes in clinical nutrition, family 
practice, and clinical neurology.  He has included 
brain based therapy and Neurobics into his practice 
and has opened a Health & Wellness Center in his 
office. He has also appeared on local television and 
talk radio shows, and has made countless speaking 
engagements as an advocate for preventative and 
wellness care.

• Sacred Spaces: An Experiential Faith Exploration. 
Leader: Deborah Pollex. Traditional models of wor-
ship and prayer work for many people. However, 
they can be difficult if you struggle to communicate 
with God merely using “words.” All of us have had 
the experience of being asked to sit quietly and 
pray, only to find our mind ‘wandering’ and writing 
a mental to-do list. Prayer stations can provide an 
alternative to sitting quietly with hands crossed, eyes 

closed and word focused. Words from scripture sud-
denly become visible and real when using tangible 
objects.  If we talk about the “soil” of our hearts, it 
helps to feel dirt in our hands and see the stones 
that must be removed before planting a garden, or 
eating grapes and tasting bread when we talk about 
the “Fruits of the Spirit” or the “Bread of Life.” One 
of Pollex’s greatest joys is when people share an 
experience (feeling, insight, thought, conclusion, vi-
sion) that they had from visiting a prayer station that 
amazed or surprised them in a deep and transform-
ing way. 

• Wake Up Your Life. Leader: Vicki Kahmi. Kamhi is 
a Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor with 10 
years of counseling experience working in Pallia-
tive Care and addiction treatment.  Her passion is 
to share the power of mindfulness in: strengthening 
our ability to be truly present for others, cultivating 
loving kindness and compassion, as well as taking 
care of ourselves. 

• Chair Yoga and Healthy Living. Leader: Angie 
Lee. Lee has been practicing yoga for 12 years. Yoga 
improved both her body strength and flexibility and 
relieved stress, giving her a sense of peace and aware-
ness in her ministry. As part of ministry, she has 
been teaching an intensive course, Yoga for Trans-
formation and a gentle course Chairs and Prayers for 
more than a year at Bloomington Wesley. Her teach-
ing philosophy is "Breathe, move and become alive."

• Marriage Self-Care. Leader: Curt Keller. Self care of 
a marriage is essentially learning and practicing that 

RETREAT  CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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PEORIA – Several items related to the 
2017 Annual Conference which will be 
June 8-10, at the Peoria Civic Center has 
been posted to the IGRC website.

The Annual Conference schedule is still 
being finalized. However, the starting time 
for the Annual Conference will be at 10 
a.m. Thursday, June 8, with clergy and laity 
sessions running simultaneously. Adjourn-
ment will be following Ordination and 
Commissioning service on Saturday, June 
10, at noon.

The main page for the 2017 Annual Con-
ference is: www.igrc.org/ac2017. Second-
ary pages are found to the right-hand 
menu area. Additional pages will be added 
as information becomes available.

Registration will open April 1. However, 
the following information is available now:

• Secretary's letter from Annual 
Conference Secretary Joy Caschetta is lo-
cated at: www.igrc.org/ac2017letter. This 
letter along with an annual conference 
checklist should have arrived in the mail 

by now, but you can also view it online.

• Annual Conference Checklist includes a list of deadlines, some 
of which have changed due to the shortened annual conference 
schedule. It can be found at: www.igrc.org/ac2017checklist.

• Hotel list of the Annual Conference block of rooms can be found 
at: www.igrc.org/ac2017hotels. Conferees are responsible for 
making their own reservations. Now is the best time to reserve 
your room. Rates are guaranteed through May 16, but rooms 

are assigned on a first-come, first-served basis.

• Request for Special Meals can be found at: www.igrc.org/ac-
2017meals. Due to the shortened schedule and workshops 
being scheduled over the noon hours on Thursday and Friday, 
groups may have to choose alternate times for their special 
meals. Requests need to be made by March 6.

• Request for Display Space can be found at: www.igrc.org/ac-
2017displays. Setup and tear down times have been modified 
to conform to the new schedule. Requests need to be made by 
March 27.

• Information on submitting reports/resolutions. Provides a 
summary on the process for submitting items for consideration 
by the Annual Conference. Includes the deadlines, dates and 
responsibilities at www.igrc.org/ac2017resolutions.

• Information on A/V and tech support at www.igrc.org/
ac2017AVsupport. Information for presenters at the Annual 
Conference. Includes deadlines to ensure third-party items 
work with the equipment and those who seek help for creative 
assistance by IGRC Communications. Deadlines are strictly 
enforced! Plan early!

Register for your clergy directory photo
Appointments are now being accepted on June 8-9 by LifeTouch for 
clergy to have a new photo taken for the 2017 Clergy Directory.

Persons can click on the photo to the right to be taken to the ap-
pointment page. Persons getting a photo taken will received a free 8 
x 10 or wallet size photos. Photo badges can be obtained for $3.

To sign up for a sitting time, visit: https://booknow-lifetouch.
appointment-plus.com/9qnpcxbs/

>> CONFERENCE NEWS <<

which helps strengthens the marital rela-
tionship. Most often these are simple and 
enjoyable, we just get too busy and forget to 
take advantage of the positive interactions 
that strengthen our marriages and reduces 
our stress. 

• Finding Your Treasures. Leader: Vicki 
Kahmi. See description of Wake Up Your 
Life.

• “What My Spouse Doesn't Tell Me” Ben-
efits Education. Leader: Rick Van Giesen.  
Very often, clergy spouses are the chief 
financial officers of the household, but all 
of our communications are with the clergy 
person! Does that information ever get 
filtered to the spouse? No it doesn’t. The 
"What My Clergy Spouse Doesn’t Tell Me" 
workshop will help you understand what 
you need to know for successful family 
financial planning. And clergy are welcome 
for a refresher!

• Understanding Stress and Management of 
Chronic Stress. Leader: Robert Mitchell. 
Mitchell spent 40 years as a psychothera-
pist, 30 of which were in private practice. In 
his years of experience, he has become very 
familiar with the consequences of stress on 
the mind and body. He is a current Pastoral 
Care and Counseling Board member and 
has taught for Murray State University and 
Southern Illinois University. In his session, 
"Understanding Stress and the Manage-
ment of Chronic Stress," Robert will talk 
about stress in general as well as talking 
about the many ways to relax and combat 
distress.

RETREAT  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Ac�s 2:1-3

Ac�s 2:1-3 FOR 
KIDS

FOR KIDS

Plan now for Annual Conference

Africa University endowment goes ‘over the top’
SPRINGFIELD – A $1 million endowment to provide 
eight additional scholarships for students at Africa Uni-
versity has topped its goal.

In a letter dated Jan. 23, Jim Salley, Associate Vice Chan-
cellor for Institutional Advancement at Africa University, 
reports that the Bishop Jonathan and Beverly Keaton 
Endowment from the Making Dreams Possible Cam-
paign has surpassed the $1 million goal with a total of 
$1,003,907. "By investing in Africa University, you help 
young people move from the sidelines into meaningful 
and productive lives. thank you again for your continu-
ing support and generosity," Salley wrote.

Bishop and Mrs. Keaton, along with AU Committee 
Chair, the Rev. Dr. Beverly Wilkes-Null and IGRC Missions 
Coordinator Bunny Wolfe will comprise the delegation 
in March to present the $1 million gift to the university. 
The Keatons were selected by Bishop Frank J. Beard to 
represent the conference.

Prior to the $1 million campaign, the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference provided four endowed scholarships and 
two additional scholarships to Africa University. With the 
completion of the campaign, the conference now will 
endow 12 scholarships.

SPRINGFIELD – All clergywomen of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference are invited to join 
Bishop Frank J. Beard for a Lenten day-apart 
set aside to reflect on God’s call upon your lives 
and how to live out that call faithfully.   

Come and spend time with God in the company 
of fellow clergywomen and Bishop Beard in a 
spiritual retreat setting designed to bless and in-
spire you for the journey of ministry.  There is no 
charge for this event.  However, registration is 
required.  Deadline for registration is March 15.

Featured presenter is Rev. Dr. Cynthia Reynolds, 
Executive Assistant to the Bishop of the Indiana Conference. 

Reynolds was born in Elkhart, Ind., and grew up on a farm 
near Ligonier, Ind.  She has served local churches of all sizes 
in the Indiana Conference since 1978.  She has also served 

13 years as a District Superintendent (in three 
different districts) and co-chaired the Imagine In-
diana Team for the creation of the newly merged 
conference.  Cindy is widely traveled including 
offering leaderships to mission trips in Africa, 
Europe, Haiti, Mexico, Guatemala and several 
places in the U.S.  You’ll find humor, wisdom, and 
inspiration in the messages of this clergy sister.

The Chiara Center is a Franciscan retreat center 
on the northeast corner of Springfield, easily 
accessible from I-55.  The Center offers mas-
sage, spiritual direction, and a limited number of 
rooms for overnight stay should you choose to 

extend your stay (at your own expense).  

The Chiara Center’s website is: www.chiaracenter.org/.   To 
obtain driving directions, visit www.chiaracenter.org/in-
dex.cfm?pID=3535. 

Clergywomen’s Retreat March 23

Rev. Dr. Cynthia Reynolds
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Thanks to the igrc congregations who paid 100% in 2016 
  Cache River District 
Anna UMC
Belknap UMC
West Eden UMC
Benton
Cache Chapel UMC
Cairo Tigert Memorial UMC
Mounds UMC
Carbondale First UMC
Carbondale Grace UMC
Carmi Emmanuel UMC
Carmi First UMC
Carrier Mills UMC
Cedar Grove UMC
Pittsburg UMC
Cypress UMC
Center UMC
Luther's Chapel UMC
Colp UMC
Crab Orchard UMC
Cross Road UMC
Crossville UMC
McHenry UMC
Dahlgren UMC
Macedonia UMC
Raleigh UMC
Enfield UMC
Wesley Chapel UMC
Equality UMC
Wesley Chapel UMC
Ridgway UMC
Fountain UMC
Galatia UMC
Glendale UMC
Eddyville UMC
Golconda UMC
Cave In Rock UMC
Goreville UMC
Creal Springs UMC
Grand Tower UMC
Wolf Lake UMC
Ware UMC
West Frankfort Antioch UMC
West Frankfort Central UMC
Greenwood UMC
Harrisburg First UMC
Energy UMC
Stiritz UMC
Jonesboro UMC
Walnut Grove UMC
Oak Grove UMC
Karnak UMC
Olmsted UMC
Marion Aldersgate UMC
Marion First UMC
McLeansboro First UMC
Metropolis UMC
Mount Moriah UMC
Pleasant Grove UMC
Murphysboro UMC
New Burnside UMC
Taylor UMC
Norris City UMC
Shiloh UMC
Olive Branch UMC
Tamms UMC
Pinckneyville UMC
Powers UMC
Rosiclare UMC
Sesser UMC
Valier UMC
Shawneetown Emmanuel UMC
Sunfield UMC
Tate's Chapel UMC
Broughton UMC
Vergennes Wesley UMC
Elkville UMC
Vienna UMC
Webb's Chapel UMC
West Frankfort Trinity UMC
Zeigler UMC
Royalton UMC
Zion UMC

 Embarras River District 
Asbury UMC
Funkhouser UMC
Altamont First UMC
Beecher City UMC
Shumway UMC
Emmanuel UMC
Casey UMC
Charleston Otterbein UMC

Oakland UMC
Charleston Wesley UMC
Chrisman UMC
Scottland UMC
Lakewood UMC
Dogwood Prairie UMC
Seed Chapel UMC
Effingham Centenary UMC
Willow Hill UMC
Stewardson UMC
Mode UMC
Strasburg UMC
Washington UMC
Gaskill UMC
Flat Rock UMC
Greenup UMC
Cottonwood UMC
Harmon UMC
Harvest UMC
Humboldt UMC
Hume UMC
Kansas UMC
Kirk Chapel UMC
Lerna UMC
Marshall Asbury UMC
Brick UMC
Grandview UMC
Marshall First UMC
Marshall Armstrong UMC
Marshall Emmanuel UMC
Zion UMC
Marshall Trinity UMC 
Dunlap UMC
Patton UMC
Martinsville UMC
Coffeen UMC
Hillsboro UMC
Irving UMC
Witt UMC
Montrose UMC
Neoga Grace UMC
Toledo UMC
Etna UMC
Kedron UMC
Nokomis UMC
Oak Ridge UMC
Oblong Central UMC
Oblong Evangelical UMC
Oliver UMC
Palestine Grace UMC
Paris First UMC
Paris Otterbein UMC
Vermilion UMC
Pearl Chapel UMC
Pleasant Valley UMC
Robinson First UMC
Hutsonville UMC
Fairview UMC
Trinity Chapel UMC
Fourth Street UMC
Wesley Chapel UMC
Shelbyville First UMC
Sugar Grove UMC
Tower Hill UMC
Herrick UMC
Vandalia Haley Chapel UMC
Vandalia Luster Chapel UMC
Watson UMC
West Liberty UMC
Westfield UMC
Woodbury UMC
Zion UMC

 Illinois River District 
Bartonville UMC
Kingston Mines UMC
Blue Ridge UMC
Boyd's Grove UMC
Brimfield UMC
Canton South Park UMC
Shields' Chapel UMC
Canton Wesley UMC
Chillicothe First UMC
Crossroads UMC
London Mills UMC
East Peoria Faith UMC
Deer Creek UMC
Delavan UMC
Dunlap Prospect UMC
East Peoria First UMC
Eureka UMC
Green Valley First UMC
Hanna City UMC

Trivoli UMC
Henry UMC
Kewanee First UMC
Varna UMC
West Jersey UMC
Laura UMC
Monica UMC 
Lewistown UMC
Mackinaw UMC
Manito UMC
Maples Mill UMC
Morton UMC
Mossville UMC
Mount Pleasant UMC
Norris UMC
Pekin First UMC
Pekin Grace UMC
Peoria Bethel UMC
Peoria Bradley Epworth UMC
Peoria First UMC
Peoria Forrest Hill UMC
Peoria Northwest UMC
Peoria University UMC
Princeville UMC
RiversEdge UMC
Saint David UMC
Bryant UMC
Sheffield UMC
Smithfield Brock UMC
Locust Lane UMC
Texas UMC
Toulon UMC
Tremont UMC
Washington Evangelical UMC
White Chapel UMC
Monterey UMC
Willow Hill UMC
Neponset UMC

 Iroquois River District 
Allerton UMC
Arcola UMC
Arthur UMC
Batestown UMC
Union Corner UMC
Bellflower UMC
Bement UMC
Camargo UMC
Catlin UMC
Centerville UMC
Seymour UMC
White Heath UMC
Champaign Faith UMC
Champaign First UMC
Champaign New Horizon UMC
Cissna Park UMC
Rankin UMC
Collison UMC
Countryside UMC
Tolono UMC
Danville Farmers Chapel UMC
Danville First UMC
Danville Bowman Avenue UMC
Danville Saint James UMC
Donovan UMC
Crescent City UMC
Fairview UMC
Georgetown UMC
Farmer City UMC
Weedman UMC
Fisher UMC
Fithian UMC
Oakwood UMC
Hebron UMC
Gibson City UMC
Gifford UMC
Ashkum UMC
Hindsboro UMC
Homer UMC
Hoopeston UMC
Wellington UMC
Iroquois UMC
Loda UMC
Ludlow UMC
Mahomet UMC
Mansfield UMC
Melvin UMC
Middlefork UMC
Milford UMC
Mount Vernon UMC
Bondville UMC
Newman UMC
Murdock UMC

Ogden UMC
Broadlands UMC
Paxton First UMC
Pesotum UMC
Pleasant Grove UMC
Rantoul First UMC
Ridge Farm UMC
Indianola UMC
Roberts UMC
Rossville UMC
Bismarck UMC
Sadorus UMC
Parkville UMC
Saint Joseph UMC
Savoy UMC
Shiloh UMC
Sidell UMC
Sullivan UMC
Tuscola UMC
Urbana First UMC
Urbana Wesley UMC
Villa Grove UMC
Weldon UMC
Woodland UMC

 Kaskaskia River District 
Adams Corner UMC
Albion UMC
Bethel UMC
Allendale UMC
Alma UMC
Pleasant Grove UMC
Asbury Chapel UMC
Bellmont UMC
Beulah UMC
Bridgeport UMC
Petrolia UMC
Centralia First UMC
Irvington UMC
Dix UMC
Union Chapel UMC
Garrison Temple UMC
Enterprise UMC
West UMC
Fairfield Ellen Moore UMC
Johnsonville UMC
Bethel UMC
Fairfield First UMC
Parkersburg UMC
Ebenezer Sams UMC
Little Wabash UMC
Ebenezer North UMC
Farina UMC
Flora First UMC
Flora Trinity UMC
Cornerstone UMC
Odin UMC
Shattuc UMC
Gilead UMC
Grayville UMC
Browns UMC
Ina UMC
Waltonville UMC
Kinmundy First UMC
Wesley UMC
Lancaster UMC
Nye Chapel UMC
Billett UMC
Lawrenceville Zion UMC
Louisville UMC
Mount Carmel Evangelical UMC
Mount Carmel Trinity UMC
Mount Vernon Epworth UMC
Wayne City UMC
Zion UMC 
Mount Vernon First UMC
Mount Vernon Wesley UMC
Mount Vernon West Salem 
Trinity UMC
Olney First UMC
Olney Saint Paul UMC
Pinkstaff UMC
Chauncey-Landes UMC
Pleasant Grove UMC
Richview UMC
Saint Francisville UMC
Salem Grace UMC
Salem Trinity UMC
Iuka UMC
Sandoval UMC
Patoka UMC
Boulder UMC
Sumner UMC

Clay City UMC
Harmony UMC
Bethel UMC
Union Chapel UMC
Vandalia First UMC
Xenia UMC

 LaMoine River District 
Ashland UMC
Peter Cartwright UMC
Astoria UMC
Sheldon's Grove UMC
Batchtown UMC
Beardstown UMC
Bethel UMC
Grafton UMC
Bluff Springs UMC
Griggsville UMC
New Salem UMC
Detroit UMC
Florence UMC
Oxville UMC
Perry UMC
Baylis UMC
Browning UMC
Sugar Grove UMC
Camp Point UMC
Centennial Ebenezer UMC
Carlinville UMC
Carrollton UMC
Christ UMC White Hall 
Carthage First UMC
Clayton Federated UMC
Concord UMC
Arenzville UMC
Doddsville UMC
Bluffs UMC
Naples UMC
Beverly UMC
Plainville UMC
Richfield UMC
Franklin UMC
Durbin UMC
Greenfield UMC
Rockbridge UMC
Hamilton UMC
Warsaw UMC
Havana First UMC
Industry UMC
Vermont UMC
Jacksonville Asbury UMC
Jacksonville Centenary UMC
Jacksonville Brooklyn UMC
Jacksonville Grace UMC
Jacksonville Wesley Chapel UMC
Jerseyville UMC
Littleton UMC
Living Faith UMC
Loraine UMC
Manchester UMC
Mount Sterling First UMC
Columbus UMC
Murrayville UMC
Palmyra UMC
Modesto UMC
Payson UMC
Pleasant Grove UMC
Paloma UMC
Oakford UMC
Fairview UMC
Quincy Melrose Chapel UMC
Quincy Vermont Street UMC
Rosedale UMC
Rural UMC
Rushville First UMC
Barry UMC
Hull UMC
New Canton UMC
Pleasant Hill UMC
Hamburg UMC
Virden First UMC
Girard UMC
Virginia UMC
Waverly UMC
Brooklyn UMC
Ebenezer UMC
Houston UMC
Camden UMC
Winchester UMC

  Mississippi River District 
Belleville Union
Hartford UMC
Elsah UMC

Belleville Saint Matthew UMC
Benld UMC
Bunker Hill UMC
Huey UMC
Beckemeyer UMC
Caseyville UMC
Chester First UMC
Collinsville First UMC
Columbia Bethany UMC
Tilden UMC
Edwardsville Immanuel UMC
Edwardsville Saint John's UMC
Ellis Grove UMC
New Palestine UMC
Preston UMC
Fairview Heights Christ UMC
Fairview Heights Prospect 
Park UMC 
Gillespie First UMC
Glen Carbon New Bethel UMC
Godfrey First UMC
Granite City Nameoki UMC
Greenville First UMC
Highland Hope UMC
Keyesport UMC
Marissa UMC
Maryville Saint Luke's UMC
Mascoutah Bethel UMC
Medora UMC
Piasa UMC
Mount Olive UMC
Sorento UMC
Mulberry Grove UMC
Pleasant Mound UMC
Nashville Grace UMC
New Athens UMC
New Baden UMC
O'Fallon First UMC
Okawville UMC
Shipman UMC
Dorchester UMC
Sparta First UMC
Staunton UMC
Steeleville UMC
Percy UMC
Trenton First UMC
Troy UMC
Worden UMC
Saint Jacob UMC
Wanda UMC
Waterloo Real Life UMC
Wood River First UMC

 Sangamon River District 
Argenta UMC
Warrensburg UMC
Assumption UMC
Findlay UMC
Windsor UMC
Athens UMC
Cantrall UMC
Auburn UMC
Beason UMC
McLean UMC
Waynesville UMC
Bethel UMC
Bissell UMC
Blue Mound UMC
Buckeye UMC
Owaneco UMC
South Fork UMC
Chatham UMC
Cisco UMC
Clinton UMC
Decatur Central UMC
Decatur First UMC
Decatur Grace UMC
Decatur Wesley UMC
Divernon UMC
Thayer UMC
Easton UMC
Edinburg UMC
Stonington UMC
Elkhart UMC
New Holland UMC
Fairview UMC
Farmersville UMC
Forsyth UMC
Fountain of Life UMC
Garver Brick UMC
Hartsburg UMC
Island Grove UMC
Kenney UMC

Lincoln First UMC
Loami UMC
Long Creek UMC
Dalton City UMC
Maroa UMC
Mason City UMC
San Jose UMC
Middletown UMC
Midland UMC
Monticello UMC
Morrisonville UMC
Mount Auburn UMC
Chestnut UMC
Latham UMC
Bethany UMC
Moweaqua UMC
Sanner Chapel UMC
Illiopolis UMC
Cerro Gordo UMC
Lovington UMC
Hammond UMC
LaPlace UMC
Pana UMC
Petersburg UMC
Elwin UMC
Macon UMC
Rochester UMC
Sharon UMC
Sherman UMC
Springfield Asbury UMC
Springfield Cotton Hill UMC
Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC
Springfield First UMC
Springfield Grace UMC
Springfield Jerome UMC
New Salem UMC
Springfield Laurel UMC
Sugar Creek UMC
Taylorville UMC
Williamsville UMC

 Spoon River District 
Abingdon UMC
Aledo UMC
Alpha UMC
Altona UMC
Oneida UMC
Blandinsville UMC
Burnside UMC
New Philadelphia UMC
Point Pleasant UMC
Colchester UMC
Hills Grove UMC
Colona UMC
Colusa UMC
East Moline Christ Multisite UMC
Christ UMC Silvis campus
Elmwood UMC
Fairfield UMC
Fairview Center UMC
Galesburg Faith UMC
Galesburg First UMC
Geneseo First UMC
Cambridge UMC
Geneseo Grace UMC
Annawan Community UMC
Fairview UMC
Hooppole Zion UMC
Henderson UMC
North Henderson UMC
Hillsdale UMC
Illinois City UMC
Pine Bluff UMC
Kirkwood UMC
Smithshire UMC
Knoxville UMC
Durham UMC
Terre Haute UMC
Good Hope UMC
Jerusalem UMC
Loraine UMC
Macomb Wesley UMC
Maquon UMC
Douglas UMC
Orange Chapel UMC
Maxey Chapel UMC
Milan Trinity UMC
Green River UMC
Mineral UMC
Moline Bethel Wesley UMC
Moline Riverside UMC
Monmouth First UMC
Nauvoo UMC

Bishop Hill UMC
Oquawka UMC
Gladstone UMC
Biggsville UMC 
Orion UMC
Port Byron First UMC
Reynolds UMC
Taylor Ridge UMC
Rock Island Two Rivers UMC
Roseville UMC
Swan Creek UMC
Stronghurst UMC
Carman UMC
Carbon Cliff UMC
Church of the Cross UMC
Hampton Grace UMC
Victoria UMC
Viola UMC
Preemption UMC
Walnut Grove UMC
Eliza Community UMC 
New Boston UMC 
Williamsfield UMC
Dahinda UMC

 Vermilion River District 
Atlanta UMC
Ebenezer UMC
Hopedale UMC
Bloomington Wesley UMC
Bloomington Park UMC
Bonfield First UMC
Bonfield Evangelical UMC
Grand Prairie UMC
Bourbonnais Grace Community UMC
Braceville UMC
Bradley Wesley UMC
Chatsworth UMC
Forrest UMC
Chenoa UMC
Coal City UMC
Cornell UMC
Downs UMC
Dwight UMC
El Paso UMC
Fairbury First UMC
Grand Ridge UMC
Long Point UMC
Herscher UMC
Reddick UMC
South Wilmington UMC
Heyworth UMC
Hudson UMC
Kankakee Asbury UMC
Kankakee Saint Mark UMC
Kankakee Trinity UMC
Bradley Evangelical UMC
LeRoy UMC
Lexington First UMC
Manteno UMC
Mazon UMC
McDowell UMC
Minonk UMC
Wenona Saint John's UMC
Momence UMC
Grant Park UMC
Hennepin UMC
Magnolia UMC
McNabb UMC
Normal Calvary UMC
Normal First UMC
Normal Morningstar UMC
Bloomington West Olive Faith UMC
Pontiac First UMC
Ransom UMC
Verona UMC
Ritchey UMC
Roanoke UMC
Secor UMC
Saunemin UMC
Saybrook Wesbein UMC
Streator First UMC
Ellsworth UMC
Cropsey UMC
Pleasant Grove UMC
Tonica UMC
Lostant UMC
Richland UMC
Cabery UMC
Cullom UMC
Kempton UMC
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Serving those who have served us.

The winds blow.  Sometimes with great destruction.  Sometimes with 

a gentle breeze that soothes our body or lifts a kite to soaring heights.  

So it is with winds of change.  In the midst of any turbulence within 

your lives, the church, or politics, we pray with you that the winds 

not be those of destruction, but of peace.  May our Lord truly ride the 

wings of the wind and make the wind a messenger.  May your winds 

be the breath of God blowing into your life and be those of cleansing, 

renewal, and revitalization.

The Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund seeks to be a firm foun-

dation for those of you in, or approaching, a time of retirement.  

Based on the love, support, and wise investments of those who have 

gone before, we continue to grow with your help and by the grace of 

God.  Gifts are always accepted whether undesignated, or in honor or 

memory of someone who was a gentle wind of support and encour-

agement for you.

Thank you for helping us serve those who have served us.

“He (God) makes the clouds his 

chariot and rides on the wings 

of  the wind.  He makes winds 

his messengers, flames of  fire his 

servants.  He set the earth on its 

foundation; it can never be moved.”  
PSALM 104: 3-5 (NIV)


