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NEWS
Looking Back to Look Ahead
Larry Hollon, General Secretary of United Methodist 
Communications, presented an informative report to 
the Council of Bishops and the Connectional Table Nov. 
7.  I have drawn a number of facts and comments from 
his report that ought to help us keep our focus on “Mak-
ing Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world”. 
UMCom has conducted numerous research projects for 
the United Methodist Church. The most recent survey of 
13,500 lay and clergy yielded the following impressions:

•  United Methodists valued diversity, expressed major 
concern over the unity of the church, struggled with 
the issues of homosexuality, culture, justice and want-
ed assistance with the question, “What is a disciple?”

•  Survey respondents pleaded for leaders to focus on 
mission in its complex and varied expressions. They 
don’t want the church to be defined by a single issue.

•  Evidence has emerged that fewer denominational 
initiatives and simpler messages are more helpful in 
enabling the whole church to focus its mission and 
ministry. Since 1988, clergy and laity have tried to 
get on board with Vital Congregations and Making 

Disciples, the Seven Vision Pathways, the Four Areas 
of Focus, Metrics and the Adaptive Challenge with 
little success.

•  There is an increasing awareness that limiting our aim 
to Vital Congregations and the Four Areas of Focus is 
best right now.  The Four Areas of Focus are:  En-
gaging in Ministry with the Poor, Improving Global 
Health, Developing Principled Christian Leaders and 
Creating New and Renewed Congregations.

General Secretary Hollon adds a humorous narrative 
that deserves reading and reflection. He asked, “Why 
did Jesus choose fisher persons for his disciples?” The 
answers are as follows:

•  They go the where the fish are. This is outside the in-
stitutional walls. The fish they sought were not inside 
the religious institution in Jesus’ time.

•  They don’t argue with the fish about the bait. They 
fish.

•  They’re always glad to tell what they caught, even tell 
about the catch with enthusiasm. We have a story to 
tell of God’s love as revealed in Jesus Christ.

2015 Annual Conference
A couple of reminders for Annual Conference:

•  In keeping with our emphasis for Act of Repentance 
toward healing relationships with Indigenous People 
service, please read Giving Our Hearts Away: Native 
American Survival by Thom White Wolf Fassett 
(used by the United Methodist Women and/or an 
upcoming devotional on the IGRC website during 
Lent entitled Walking the Trail toward Repentance 
(see related story on page 3).

•  Prepare for the OFFERING OF PLEDGES related 
to an Africa University Endowment Scholarship 
Campaign. Work with your DS to get your pledge 
amount recorded. When we pray and total our 
pledges from all the IGRC churches during Annual 
conference, $1 million will be on its way help these 
students “increase in wisdom and stature and in 
favor with God and humankind.”  More later.  

Happy New Year!
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
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Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference, Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton appoints the follow-
ing:

Philip P. Gardner to Maryville St. Luke’s, Mississippi River District, 
effective Nov. 15.

John Crede to Alpha, Spoon River District, effective Nov. 23.

Carl Johnston to Chaplain, HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital, Breese, under 
¶344.1b, effective July 1, 2014.

Donald Long, Sr. to Garver Brick UMC, Sangamon River District, ef-
fective Jan. 1. This is a charge realignment splitting Decatur Wesley and 
Garver Brick into separate half-time appointments.

Augustus “Buzz” B. Swett to Decatur Wesley, Sangamon River 
District, effective Jan. 1.  This is a charge realignment where both 
Decatur Wesley and Garver Brick become separate appointments each 
half-time.

Dixie Croxton to West Central Charge, LaMoine River District, effective 
Jan. 1. This is a charge realignment and a change from full-time to ¾ 
time for Camden, Ebenezer, Houston and Brooklyn UMC’s.

Deaths 
Rev. Stephen E. King, active IGRC clergy pastoring at Paxton UMC, 
died Nov. 24.He was 59 years old.

Funeral services were held Nov. 29 at West Salem Zion UMC and a 
memorial service was held at Paxton UMC Dec. 6.

His wife, Janet King, survives. Condolences may be sent to her at 220 W 
Center Street, Paxton, IL 60957-1205.

A complete obituary may be found at: http://obits.dignitymemorial.
com/dignity-memorial/obituary.aspx?n=Stephen-King&lc=680
8&pid=173285763&mid=6212220

 From The Episcopal Office
  Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
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Peoria First hosts         
nativity exhibit
PEORIA -- A nativity exhibit, featur-
ing a portion of Rev. Christy Phillips' 
collection along with other members 
of Peoria First UMC, went on display 
Sunday, Nov. 23 and will be on display 
through Sunday, Dec. 28 at Peoria First 
UMC.

The exhibit is located at the church's 
Foster Gallery for Christianity and the 
Fine Arts on the second floor of the 
church.

Also as part of the display will be 
holiday cards by Peoria printer Rolan 
Johnson. In 1952, Johnson created 
Christmas cards for the president of 
Block and Kuhl Department Store in 
downtown Peoria. He continued the 
tradition for many years, distributing 
his creations to relatives, friends and 
business associates through the years.

Gallery hours are 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday, and 8:30 
a.m. to noon on Sundays. Special 
hours during Christmas week will be 
9 a.m. to noon Dec. 22, 23 and 26. The 
gallery is closed Dec. 24 and 25.

Admission to the gallery is free.

Prison Ministry      
Workshop Jan. 10
MT. ZION -- Disciple Bible Outreach 
Ministries of Illinois will be conducting 
a Prison Ministry workshop on Satur-
day, Jan. 10, at Mt. Zion UMC.

The workshop will be from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. The morning session will discuss 
prison ministry opportunities and the 
afternoon session will be the actual 
Disciple Bible Study training. In order 
to serve on a Disciple Bible Out-
reach Ministries (DBOM) team taking 
DISCIPLE into a prison, the afternoon 
training is required in addition to any 
training/orientation which may be 
required by the prison. This workshop 
is also a great way to learn about op-
portunities to get involved with prison 
ministry.

Read more at: http://www.igrc.org/
calendardetail/469380 

Registration is $30 per person and on-
line registration is underway through 
Jan. 5 at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
PrisonMinistryDecatur

Reaching New People 
workshop slated for 
Jan. 31
CARTHAGE -- Too often churches take 
a "wait for people to come" approach, 
or they think 'invitation' means stand-
ing on street corners or initiating pain-
fully difficult conversations. Not so!

The Office of Congregational De-
velopment will host the workshop, 
Reaching New People, on Saturday, 
Jan. 31 at Carthage UMC from 8:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The workshop will 
teach principles which are effective in 
churches of all sizes that are making 

new disciples of Jesus Christ. The key 
to reaching new people is to move 
beyond the walls of the building and 
develop relationships with people in 
the community. This workshop will 
equip the church to reach out in non-
threatening ways.

If more people of the church inten-
tionally engage in this invitational 
model, the church will be more effec-
tive in reaching new people.

Cost is $10 per person which includes 
lunch and snacks A church team is 
required which includes a minimum of 
the pastor and three laity. The larger 
the number of people who attend, 
the greater the likelihood the prin-
ciples will have a positive impact on a 
church's ability to reach new people. 

To download a flyer and to register 
online, visit: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/ReachingNewPeople

Covenant Keepers 2015 
registration underway
O’FALLON -- Covenant Keepers 2015 
will be Feb. 2-3 at the Regency Confer-
ence Center 
in O'Fallon.

Regis-
tration is 
underway at: 
https://igrc-
reg.brtapp.
com/CK2015. 
Additional 
information, 
including a link 
to hotel reserva-
tions can be found 
at: http://www.igrc.org/calendarde-
tail/46937. Reserve your hotel room 
for the Hilton Garden Inn in O’Fallon 
by calling: 1-800-STAY-HGI. Use Group 
Code: ILGR15 to obtain the Covenant 
Keepers' block rate prior to Jan. 6.

NOTE: Refunds for registration will 
only be given for cancellations due to 
funerals or medical emergencies.

Speaker for the 2015 event is Jon 
Acuff, a New York Times best-selling 
author of four books including his 
most recent, Start: Punch Fear in the 
Face, Escape Average & Do Work that 
Matters.

For 16 years he's helped some of the 
biggest brands in the world tell their 
story, including The Home Depot, 
Bose, Staples, and the Dave Ramsey 
Team. Most recently he's spoken to 
hundreds of thousands of people at 
conferences, colleges, companies and 
churches. A media feature, Jon has 
been seen on CNN, Fox News, Good 
Day LA and several other key outlets.

In addition, he's become a social me-
dia expert with blogs that have been 
read by 4 million people and more 
than 215,000 Twitter followers. In 2010 
he used his influence with his tribe to 
build two kindergartens in Vietnam. 

Jon lives with his wife Jenny and two 
daughters in Franklin, Tenn.

Senior High YAR         
registration
CARLINVILLE – Senior High YAR 2015 
will be held Feb. 20-22 at Lake Wil-
liamson Christian Retreat Center in 
Carlinville.

Registration information, including all 
the forms, can be found by visiting: 
http://www.igrc.org/srhighyar.  Regis-
tration deadline is Feb. 11.

Atlanta-based re-
cording artist Scott 
England returns to 
Senior High YAR as 
the worship leader. 
He has been creating 
music and leading 
worship in and out 
of the country for 
more than a decade, 
he will be the first to 
tell you that the act 
of worshiping God 
is about much more 
than the music that 
he or anyone else 
creates — it is an 
entire manor of life. 
England’s ministry 
has always cast a broad net when it 
comes to aiding in people’s life-long 
journey with Christ. For him, it has 
meant glorifying God though music, 
missions, and by edifying people in 
one on one times of mentorship. These 
are just a few various outlets England 
continues to model promoting a life-
style of worship.

Speaker for Senior 
High YAR is the 
Rev. Leanne 
Noland, an IGRC 
provisional elder 
and Associate Pas-
tor at Centenary 
United Methodist 
Church in Effing-
ham since 2012.  
She also oversees the Centenary UMC 
youth program and will continue to 
serve as youth director. She received 
her Master of Divinity degree in 2012 
from Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary in Evanston, and while living 
in the Chicago area, Noland had the 
opportunity to host the CBS-TV show 
Different Drummers where she got to 
interview really interesting Chicago 
youth on a variety of faith issues.  

Fire-Up Conference 
Feb. 20-22
TROY -- The 19th Annual Fire-Up 
Senior High Conference will be at Troy 
UMC Feb. 20-22.

All ninth to 12th grade students and 
their ministry leaders are invited to 
attend.

Speaker will be D. J. Dangerfield from 
Dallas, Texas, with Harvest Ministry 
Team will lead worship. The theme is 
Unleashed.

Read more and register online at: 
www.fire-up.org

Navigating Change 
Conference Feb. 26-27
FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS -- Fairview Heights 
Christ UMC will host the 2015 Navigat-
ing Change Conference Feb. 26-27.

Registration is $75 per person. Groups 
of four or more are $40. Group registra-
tion assistance is available by calling 
618-277-4659. The first 20 clergy spous-
es that register with clergy are free.

The event website is: www.navigateth-
echange.com.

Online registration is at: 
www.navigatethechange.
com/register 

Renovate          
Retreat
EAST MOLINE -- Reno-
vate Retreat, a new event 
hosted by Harvest Minis-
try Team for students in 
sixth to 12th grade and 
their ministry leaders, will 
be hosted at East Moline 
Christ UMC Feb. 27-28. 

 The speaker for the event, Aaron 
Helman, is from South Bend, Ind., and 
works at a local United Methodist 
Church and blogs at SmarterYM.com.  
Harvest will be leading worship. 

The theme for the weekend is Disciple-
ship -- inviting students to experi-
ence the change of life as a result of a 
changed heart.  Junior and senior high 
youth will be divided for small groups 
during the event.

 Renovate begins at 7 p.m. Friday and 
concludes at 4 p.m. Saturday.  The 
registration fee covers the program, 
snacks on Friday, lunch on Saturday, 
recreation and entertainment.  Groups 
are responsible for their own housing 
on Friday night.

Contact harvest@harvestconfer-
ences.org for more information or visit:  
http://harvestministryteams.com/
renovate/ 

Call for Native American-
themed devotions for Lent
In preparation for the 2015 Annual 
Conference session, the IGRC Act of 
Repentance Task Force is preparing a 
2015 daily Lenten devotional. 

If you would like to submit one or more 
devotions for consideration, please email 
them to the Rev. Carol Lakota Eastin 
(clakotaeastin@igrc.org) or the Rev. Dr. 
Thomas R. Logsdon (tlogsdon@igrc.org).

Authors do not need to be Native 
American, but each devotion should be 
350-400 words in length with a Native 
American theme. Devotions need to 
be original work, public domain, or 
submitted with permission of their 
copyright holder and received no later 
than Feb. 1, 2015.

Submission is no guarantee of 
publication.  
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Christian CONVERSATION

ALL LIVES MATTER – 
A LESSON FROM HEBREW MIDWIVES
BY THE REV. F. WILLIS JOHNSON JR.

FERGUSON, Mo. (UMNS) -- The Rev. Vernon Johns might 
not be as instilled in the American consciousness as 
other names in the civil rights movement. But before the 
Rev. Martin Luther King led the boycotts and before Rosa 
Parks took that famous bus ride, Johns was paving the 
way with prophetic words and coura-
geous acts. He did so from the pulpit 
of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 
in Montgomery, Alabama.

Johns did not shy away from pro-
vocative themes with sermon titles 
like “Segregation after Death,” or 
“Constructive or Creative Homicide.” 
However, none were as controversial 
as “It is Safe to Murder Negroes.”  This 
sermon was in response to a series 
of local murders. One story was of a 
white man who saw a black man run-
ning down the street. The man went 
into the house and returned with a 
double-barreled shotgun. After fatally shooting the black 
man, the white man claimed, “If he was a running, he 
must have done something.”

Vernon Johns preached this sermon while grand jury for 
this case was in session. A grand jury which later decided 
“no-bill.”

Johns’ words come to mind in the wake of both the 
recent non-indictments of white police officers in the 
deaths of two unarmed black men. There have been 
many deaths of black boys and men at the hands of law 
enforcement across the country. These issues are further 
complicated by historical, systematic and cultural prac-
tices that perpetuate violence and devalue human life. I 
concur with Johns’ pressing imperative, “[We] recognize 
that we live in the midst of people who are determined 
to fix upon us a contemptuous and contemptible esti-
mate of ourselves. In other words, it is up to us to save 
us!”

At a time when the sensibilities and humanity of African 
Americans were under attack, Johns sought prophetical-
ly to challenge the fears and consciousness of black folk 
while championing the collective spirit of protest. “No 
man is fit to be alive until he has something for which he 
would die,” he would say. “We Negroes need to resolve 
that we will not be forever hired out and forever sold out 
and forever bought out.”

When Israel was 
in Egypt’s land
The Hebrew midwives narrative in Exodus 1:15-21 high-
lights an indecent human proposition.

Shiphrah and Puah, under government sanctions, are 
enlisted to participate in extermination of Hebrew boys. 
This systematic exercise was in keeping with the histori-

cal precedent of disfranchising and dehumanizing the 
Israelites. When legalized segregation, slavery, economic 
suppression and cultural assimilation all failed, the gov-
ernment — by executive order — sanctioned strong en-
forcement through excessive militarized and deadly force 
to police the Hebrew community. Justifiable homicide 
was made politically expeditious and socially acceptable 

in response to the 
presupposed threat 
Hebrew boys posed.

Hence, Shiphrah 
and Puah are left to 
wrestle and reconcile 
the ethical question 
of their day. Do they 
remain accountable 
to values and prac-
tices of their faith? Or 
do they ensure their 
personal livelihoods, 
maintain political af-
filiation and advance 

the sovereignty of the state? These women had relation-
ships that spanned cultural and geographical lines. Yet, 
they had to decide whether their family and community 
prosperity was greater consequence than another. Shi-
phrah and Puah had to decide whether to c

Truth told, as Christians we are confounded in similar 
ways every day. Situations like Michael Brown, Eric 
Garner, Trayvon Martin, kidnapping of Nigerian girls, im-
migration reform, the comprehensive global response to 
Ebola and so on create ethical challenges. Important to 
understand is our day-to-day living remains answerable 
to our faith.

Our faith should both reflect on and respond to realities 
of our history, systems and cultural experiences. An exer-
cise that questions how we actually “are” in the world and 
the daily decisions we make is formally defined by the 
academy as Christian ethics. Shiphrah and Puah, accord-
ing to Scripture, called it “living in fear of God.”

They used a politically incorrect word to do it. Hence, 
the midwives response, “…Hebrew women are not like 
Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth 
before the midwife comes to them.” Puzzled? Contrary 
to contemporary application, the term Hebrew has 
historically a wider and deeper meaning. Hebrew across 
the years and First Testament narrative was an outsider’s 
identification of the Israelites. And Israelites use the term 
when speaking about themselves to outsiders! Bernhard 
Anderson suggests, “Unlike ‘Israel,’ however, ‘Hebrew’ 
does not imply a sense of communal solidarity. There 
were Hebrews who were not members of the Israelite 
community. Simply put, Hebrew here is a reference to 
displaced and disinherited persons rather than to a spe-
cific ethnic group.

The example of Shiphrah and Puah is interesting. Schol-

arship is not definitive about whether either woman 
was Egyptian or Hebrew. Their names were Semitic, 
meaning they were in relationship with those who could 
speak their language, understand their expressions, and 
empathize with their experience. Scripture purports that 
women feared God. Possibly, the midwives responded 
in the manner in which they did because, like Howard 
Thurman, they recognized “hatred does not empower, it 
decays. Only through self-love and love for one another 
can God’s justice prevail.”

Lessons from 
defying pharoah
Obviously, Shiphrah and Puah sought vigilance over 
violence. They exercised discipline over destruction. They 
realized there is credence for the practice of prayer as 
protest and protest as prayer. The midwives epitomize 
how God-fearers should respond faced with longstand-
ing, systemic and culturally oppressive realities. When 
faced with having to do the right or righteous thing, they 
elected righteousness — being in right-alignment with 
God’s will and way. The women were divinely defiant, 
diplomatic and destined in their redress.

Divine defiance is agitating or acting against lega-
cies, systems and the practices that challenge our faith 
life. Defiance is a spiritual call to being antithetical to 
the world’s kings. Theirs was diplomacy that created a 
unique relational exchange. The midwives, as should we, 
sought ways to be righteously defiant while engaging 
in tough conversations. Also, each was fearfully faithful 
in confronting and speaking truth to power. Shiphrah 
and Puah expressed to Pharaoh what was true about 
the women; while calling out his privilege and prejudice. 
Yes, the Hebrews were vigorous and strong. Often what 
makes disinherited or oppressed people strong has them 
despised by their oppressors.  

Lastly, the midwives were divinely destined. They had 
clear understanding that state-sanctioned killing of 
Hebrew babies could result in probable demise of others. 
When pharaoh was done killing Hebrew boys, were girls 
next or Semitic people? The women recognized their 
destiny was interconnected with what happened to oth-
ers babies. 

Without their civil resistance and resoluteness for the 
sake of the Hebrew boys, there would be no Moses for 
any of us. These outsiders’ acts of simple heroism echo in 
the prayer/protest, “Black lives matter.”

The midwives’ narrative should be enough to enlist all 
Christians, Americans, and humanity to a place of know-
ing. Acknowledge that wherever, whenever, however, 
whosoever is forced to live through or die from unjust 
and inhumane treatment, it is spiritual damning because 
ALL LIVES MATTER! 

The Rev. F. Willis Johnson is pastor of Wellspring Church, a 
United Methodist congregation in Ferguson, Mo. He has a 
doctorate in ministry

"Often what makes disinherited or  
 oppressed people strong has them   
 despised by their oppressors."

"Hatred does not empower, it decays. Only through self-
 love and love for one another can God's justice prevail."

"No man is fit   
to be alive until 
he has something  
for which he    
      would die."
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2014: a year of accomplishment for 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference
BY PAUL BLACK

The year 2014 was a year of challenge and ac-
complishment for the Illinois Great Rivers Confer-
ence.

Whether it was raising $2.5 million for Imagine 
No Malaria, offering disaster relief and assistance in 
three tornado-ravaged Illinois communities, embark-
ing on a $1 million campaign to fund scholarships 
for Africa University or the transition of clergy health 
insurance from a group insurance plan to the health 

exchanges under the Affordable Care Act, 2014 provided a 
number of opportunities for the people called United Meth-
odist to show the strength of the connection and how we are 
able to accomplish together what we cannot do on our own.

Imagine No Malaria             
tops $2.5 million

Spurred by an offering of more than $39,000 on opening 
night of the 2014 Annual Conference, the IGRC went over 

its $2.5 million goal and 
concluded a campaign 
that started four years 
earlier at the 2010 An-
nual Conference when 
Bishop Gregory Palmer 
urged members to “im-
merse ourselves in the 
vision of a world with-
out malaria.” Palmer 
said, “Dream dreams 
so big that without 
working together they 
cannot be done and 
absent God’s help we 
will surely fail.”

Bishop Jonathan 
Keaton, who inherited 

the campaign said after making the announcement, “This is a 
testimony as to why God sent me to the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference (in 2012) instead of letting me spend my last 
four years in Michigan. God reminds me every so often, ‘I 
know what I am doing,’ and I thank God for that and I thank 
God for you.”

Larry Hollon, general secretary for United Method-
ist Communications and a visionary leader in the church’s 
involvement in global health, was 
present for the celebration, calling it 
“a celebration of people being a sign 
of God’s presence in the world.”  Hol-
lon added, “Because of your efforts, 
there are children, pregnant mothers 
and seniors who are alive this night 
because you cared. Lives have been 
saved and given health and hope for 

the future.”
The IGRC campaign was somewhat non-traditional in 

that only one congregation provided a six-figure amount 
(greater than $100,000). Many of the contributions came 
from small amounts, including a large number of spare 
change cans which captured the imagination of IGRC chil-
dren and youth as their way of being a part of the campaign.

At the 2013 Annual Conference, guest Bishop Thomas 
Bickerton told how IGRC had inspired his Western Pennsyl-
vania Conference to increase its $1.8 million goal to a match-
ing $2.3 million. In the closing minutes, the IGRC increased 
its goal from $2.3 million to $2.5 million. The IGRC has 
raised the second largest amount of money for Imagine No 
Malaria, second only to Minnesota who raised $2.7 million. 
Since Annual Conference, the IGRC contributions have 
continued to accumulate and when unpaid pledges are added 
into the total, surpass $2.7 million.

Long-term tornado recovery 
in Washington, Gifford and 
Brookport

On Nov. 17, 2013, two dozen tornadoes ripped through 
Illinois causing widespread devastation. During 2014, three 
areas of the state – Washington, Gifford and Brookport – 
have been a part of the long-term recovery fueled a variety of 
charities, including the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.

A fourth area – the Coal City/Diamond Area – was able 
to make a quicker recovery as 15 volunteers from Coal City 
UMC, trained as early responders by the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief, were able to deploy to serve their com-
munity. The 15 UMCOR early responders were bolstered by 
volunteers from the Northern Illinois Conference.

In Washington, while damaged homes are being rebuilt 
after the tornadoes, the emotional recovery is just beginning. 
Through the end of October, tornado-related construction 
permits for work totaling $122.3 million were issued. This 
included 807 permits with 600 properties considered total 
losses. The permits include 430 total rebuilds form the group 
up, 192 with new foundations and 238 to be built on existing 
footings. The remaining 377 permits represent a variety of 
repair projects with 312 projects completed prior to the one-
year anniversary of the tornado.

One of the key efforts of helping families and children 
return to a sense of normalcy was a summer-long project, 
Hope Swings in Washington – a partnership of Peoria First 

UMC, Washington 
Crossroads UMC 
and Washington 
Evangelical UMC. 
The seven-week 
youth mission blitz 
began June 8 and 
built 100 swing 

IN

its $2.5 million goal and 
concluded a campaign 
that started four years 
earlier at the 2010 An
nual Conference when 
Bishop Gregory Palmer 
urged members to “im
merse ourselves in the 
vision of a world with
out malaria.” Palmer 
said, “Dream dreams 
so big that without 
working together they 
cannot be done and 
absent God’s help we 
will surely fail.”

Keaton, who inherited 
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sets.  More than 300 persons participated in Hope 
Swings and $38,500 of Conference Disaster Funds 
were used to buy materials.

In Gifford, Conference Disaster funds were 
used to finance Camp Noah, a week-long camp 
helping children in Gifford cope with the after-
math of the tornado. The camp focused on where 
children were at and their needs. Providing a safe 
space to tell their story, leaders helped the children 
process the disaster and assist in a week of healing 
that allowed children to move forward and a new 
perspective for the future.

Camp Noah was a cooperative effort of the Gif-
ford United Methodist and Lutheran churches and 
personnel from Lutheran Social Service of Minne-
sota help staff the camp.

In Brookport, an organization called the Massac and Pope 
County Recovery Committee made up of several volunteers 
within the two counties have been working hard to get those 
misplaced back into homes.

IGRC has provided $50,000 and has helped in the con-
struction of five homes in the first year with six more in prog-
ress. The organization has plans to build as many as 23 homes 
depending on the amount of funds and volunteers available. 
The committee runs solely on donations.

Making Dreams Possible for 
Africa University

At the 2013 Annual Conference, lay and clergy members 
voted to embark on a $1 million campaign to provide eight 
endowed scholarships for Africa University. Currently, the con-
ference has four endowed scholarships and have provided two 
additional four-year scholarship with existing funds on hand.

When the Imagine No Malaria campaign was extended to 
2014, the AU cam-
paign was delayed 
by a year but now is 
launching a cam-
paign to raise the $1 
million by the 2016 
annual conference.

“Without what 
the IGRC is doing, 
we would never 
be able to say, ‘The 
dream is alive,’” said 
AU graduate Ivan 
Milosi, a recipient of 
an IGRC scholarship. 
“There are millions 
of young people in 
Africa with dreams, 
they just don’t have 
the resources to ful-
fill them. So I really 
appreciate the work 
of your conference 
as you help us fuflill 
those dreams.”

Milosi, from the 
Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, is cur-

rently serving a year-long internship 
at the Wesley Foundation at Purdue 
University, “a first-hand experience 
in working with youth and young 
adults,” a career aspiration when he 
returns home in May 2015.

Melvin Payekar of Liberia was 
another IGRC scholar who has 

returned to his home country and is working for a non-govern-
mental organization (NGO) that is involved in the treatment 
and prevention of Ebola, which has ravaged Liberia this year.

“Coming to Africa University was a privilege and I am 
honored that your conference identified me for a scholarship,” 
Payekar said. 

Plans are underway to have congregations make pledges 
toward the $1 million campaign and send them to their District 
offices. An offering of pledges along with the special offering for 
Africa University will be a part of the 2015 annual conference.  
The Advance Special number for the campaign is Advance 

Special #6980, Making Dreams Possible.
Churches have asked what their “fair share” would be to 

reach the $1 million goal. Given that the conference has a $12 
million budget which is apportioned to the churches, the fair 
share goal for each congregation would be roughly 1/12 of that 
apportioned total or equal to their monthly apportionment bill.

Clergy health insurance  
moves to the exchange

For clergy in the IGRC, the year 2014 was a year of learning 
and shopping for a new way of providing health insurance.

At the 2014 Annual Conference, legislation was passed 
that discontinued the current self-insured program, beginning 
Jan. 1, 2015. The proposal, 
which came from the Con-
ference Board of Pensions 
was driven by two factors 
– board members believed 
that IGRC churches were 
unwilling or unable to 
spend more than $17,520 
per year as the employer’s 
share for health insurance 
and that claims exceeded 
premiums from churches 
and clergy for a generally 
unhealthy clergy popula-
tion by $1.5 million in 
2013.

Beginning Jan. 1, the 
conference plan calls on 
congregations to increase 
full-time pastors’ salaries 
by $12,000 to help them 
buy health insurance on 
the exchange and to pay 
the additional pension 
payment on the higher 
salary. These increases are 
offset by the $17,520 they 
no longer will pay into the 
conference group insurance plan.

For pastors, their concern is that the new health care al-
lowance will be taxable, unlike the current health insurance as-
sessment churches pay. However, some pastors may qualify for 
subsidies – tax credits – for their monthly premium payments. 
A current challenge to the subsidy is before the courts which 
may impact bottom lines.

Local churches are saving between $4,000 and $5,000 a year 
paying the $12,000 amount plus pension instead of the $17,520.

The challenges within the IGRC are not unique. As of this 
year, the median age of elders is 56, that of deacons 55, and that 
of local pastors is 57, according to the United Methodist-related 
Lewis Center for Church Leadership. Surveys also repeatedly 
have found United Methodist pastors in the United States with 
a higher incidence of health problems than their peers, mostly 
stress-related.

Ebola affects mission trips
Because of the Ebola outbreak in West Africa, mission 

teams scheduled to travel to Liberia were postponed a year.
A July 2014 team to Liberia cancelled in 

early April during the early days of the out-
break and the uncertainty and the December 
2014 Water is Life Team also cancelled its 
trip.

In 2015, IGRC mission teams are still 
scheduled for July, October and December.

In November, the third Liberia Part-
nership Summit continued its work as 80 
participants from 14 annual conferences 
gathered in Michigan to celebrate the connec-
tion with the Liberia Annual Conference and 
to strategize on ways to collaborate in future 
projects.

Two initiatives are being promoted in 
the IGRC – scholarships for Liberian stu-
dents (Advance #151258) and pastor’s salary 
support (Advance #15114A) as pastors are 
taking in additional children orphaned by the 
Ebola outbreak.

that discontinued the current self-insured program, beginning 

“The Illinois Great Rivers  
Conference is in the DNA 
of Africa University.”
Mr. Jim Salley, Associate Vice Chancellor for Institutional 

Advancement for Africa University
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The Conference also continued its work 

in Honduras with a third mission trip in June 
2014. Another trip is scheduled for June 21-28, 
2015.

A third partnership is launching in 2015 
with a June 2015 trip to Hungary.

Other stories
•  The Popcorn Cluster in the Iroquois River 

District (Danville St. James, Batestown-
Union Corner, Catlin, Danville First, Dan-
ville Bowman Ave., and Danville Farmer’s 
Chapel UMC’s) raising $18,000 to rebuild 

St. Paul’s UMC in Liberia.
•  For the 66th year, members 
of McDowell UMC in the Vermil-
ion River District, hosted their 
Pancake and Sausage Stuffer the 
first Thursday of January. In all, 
more than 1,000 persons visited 
the rural church with proceeds of 
the event paying all of the church’s 
2014 apportionments in January.
•  When winter travels became treacher-
ous through the state, Neoga Grace UMC 
opened its facility for stranded winter 
travelers.
• Chaddock announced that it was 
launching a $12 million project for a new 
school March 2. When completed, the 
Golden Cross agency will dramatically 
increase the number of children currently 
being served and pave the way for more 
residential cottages and development of a 
national training facility for mental health 
professionals. The conference’s youth 
have initiated a three-year Let’s Do Math 
4 Chaddock campaign to assist in raising 
funds.
• Four new conference superintendents 
were appointed to the Cabinet in 2014 – 
Rev. Dr. Rose Booker-Jones to the Iroquois 

River District; Rev. Dr. Scott Grulke to the Embar-
ras River District; Rev. Carol Lakota Eastin to the 
Kaskaskia River District; and the Rev. Dr. Roger 
Grimmett to the Mississippi River District.

•  A Day of Service was held April 26 in memory of the 
ministry of Camilla McKinney, who died in Decem-
ber 2013. McKinney was very active in the Decatur 
community as a strong advocate for the poor and 
homeless. She also served on the IGRC Staff as an 
assistant to the Coordinator of Congregational 
Development.

•  Preachers’ Aid Society celebrated 145 years of min-
istry with a special dinner at Annual Conference. 
PASBF and its predecessor bodies are engaged in 
providing assistance to retired pastors.

•  The Baby Fold’s CEO Dale Strassheim announced his 
retirement  and Dianne Schultz was named by the 
agency’s board as his successor.

•  Rev. Dr. Thomas Logsdon was appointed Director of 
Connectional Ministries, effective July 1 by Bishop 
Jonathan D. Keaton.

•  More than 150 United Methodist Women were a part 
of the crowd of 7,000 from around the world that 

attended the 19th quadrennial 
Assembly in Louisville, Ky.
•  Peoria Madison Ave. closed 
on June 29, as the dwindling, 
aging, white membership of one 
church turned over it physi-
cal assets to New Beginnings 
Ministries, a growing, youthful 
congregation of a predominantly 
black church.
•  Geneseo First UMC complet-
ed a new sanctuary and opened 
for worship on May 11. The 
addition adds 17,000 square feet 
and seating for 465 with a new 
entrance to the church.
•  McHenry UMC, located near 
Carmi in White County, cel-
ebrated its 200th anniversary – a 
church which pre-dates both the 
county and the state.
•  Peoria First UMC was 
awarded an Award of Excellence 

by the State Board of Education for its ministry at its 
partner school, Lincoln School in Peoria.
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Passings
We remember those who joined the Church Triumphant 
this past year and celebrate their lives and witness to us:

•  Retired pastor Rev. Rolland Harley Devor, Jr., Dec. 
14, 2013.

•  Rev. John Lazell, who held the status of honorable 
location retired, Dec. 14, 2013.

•  Rev. Oliver Taube, retired local pastor, Dec. 25, 2013.

•  Retired pastor Barbara E. Zwetz, Dec. 26, 2013.

•  Erma I. Lockhart, widow of the Rev. Dale L. Lockart, 
Dec. 27, 2013.

•  Rev. Robert Watts Thornburg, clergy member of the 
New England Conference and Dean Emeritus of 
Boston University, Dec. 29, 2013. He was a former 
pastor of Peoria First UMC and associate general 
secretary to the General Board of Higher Education 
and Ministry.

•  Retired local pastor Joseph L. Crain, Jan. 4.

•  Ruth E. Walls, widow of Rev. Leland Walls, Jan. 14.

•  Edith Widicus, mother of retired pastor Paul Widicus 
and former lay member to annual conference from 
Troy UMC, Jan. 25.

•  Velma Rodgers, widow of Rev. Austin A. Rodgers, 
Jan. 29.

•  Retired pastor Harold Q. Bodeen Feb. 11.

•  Retired pastor Rev. Eugene F. Black, father of IGRC 
Director of Communication Ministries Paul Black and 
grandfather of IGRC pastor Andy Black, March 12.

•  Alice Ann Heitkamp, mother of IGRC pastor Steve 
Heitkamp and former lay member to annual confer-
ence from Centralia First UMC, March 15.

•  Retired pastor Harold Simpkins, Jr., April 3.

•  Retired pastor Marshall Semingson, April 4.

•  Rev. Dr. G. Dean Coultas, a member of the Central 
Texas Conference, April 5. Ordained in the former 
Southern Illinois Conference in 1976, he served 
several churches before returning to the chaplaincy 
program in the U.S. Army. He is the brother-in-law of 
Rev. David Ducommon, pastor of Mt. Zion-Brown’s 
Chapel in the Kaskaskia River District.

•  Retired pastor Rev. Robert O. Edwards, Sr., April 8.

•  Ralph E. Moorhouse, a pastor on honorable loca-
tion, April 13.

•  Robbie V. Williams Ervin, widow of the Rev. Marshall 
Ervin, April 19.

•  Alora Bowles, former Iroquois River District Director 
of Lay Speaking/Servant Ministries,  April 20.

•  Ruth Evelyn Mann, wife of retired pastor Charles W. 
Mann, April 28.

•  Retired pastor C. Raydean Davis, May 1.

•  Retired pastor Walter A. Davidson, May 9.

•  Retired local diaconal minister Margaret M. Peters 
Sayre, May 13.

•  Judith “Judy” Endsley, wife of retired pastor Ed 
Endsley, May 14.

•  Etta York, widow of the Rev. Edward James York, 
May 18.

•  Jame Miller, missionary to Argentina and Chile for 
40 years, member of Quincy Union UMC, May 18.

•  Retired clergy and former district superintendent 
David P. Dees, May 21. He is the father of IGRC 
clergy, Rev. Rebecca Dees-McMahon.

•  Esther L. Plummer, widow of Rev. Kenneth D. Plum-
mer and mother-in-law of retired pastor, Rev. David 
Phillips, May 26.

•  Retired pastor and former Director of the Confer-
ence Council on Ministries Larry L. Lawler, June 6.

•  Retired pastor and former district superintendent 
Richard L. Stolp, June 7.

•  Della Marie Yates, widow of Rev. Earl U. Yates, June 14.

• Former Sangamon River District Lay Leader Ora Mae 
Goodrich, aunt of IGRC clergy Rev. Kathy McCaf-
ferty, June 16.

•  Norma Jean Reimer, widow of Rev. Elmer E. Reimer, 
June 16.

•  Retired pastor Rev. Mervin R. Burroughs, June 17. 
He is also the brother of retired pastor and former 
district superintendent, the Rev. Donald Burroughs.

•  Edna Jane Sheldon, widow of the Rev. Harold S. 
Sheldon, July 21.

•  Retired pastor Rev. James Alfred Thompson, Sr., July 22.

•  Retired pastor Rev. Everett Gott, July 23.

•  Lyleen J. Stewart, mother of the Rev. Douglas 
Stewart and long-time Camp Nurse at Beulah Camp, 
Aug. 28.

•  Retired pastor Rev. Rosemary Harris, Sept. 14.

•  Rev. Alice True, pastor of the West Salem Zion UMC, 
Kaskaskia River District, Sept. 23.

•  Pearl L. Bishop, widow of the Rev. Perry Everett 
Bishop, Sept. 23.

• Joan M. Porter, widow of the Rev. Ray B. Porter, Sept. 27.

•  Helen L. Cole, widow of the Rev. Roy Cole, Sept. 30.

•  Retired pastor and hospital chaplain Rev. David C. 
Davis, Oct. 14.

•  Bettie Wilson Story, former Conference Director of 
Communications, Nov. 1

•  Rev. Stephen E. King, pastor of Paxton UMC, Iro-
quois River District, Nov. 24.
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Communicators select Ebola as top news story of 2015
BY VICKI BROWN

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) -- The worst 
Ebola outbreak in history — along with The 
United Methodist Church’s mobilization to 
ease suffering and fight the spread of the 
deadly virus — was the biggest story of 
2014, according to a United Methodist News 
Service poll of communicators.

Church communicators chose Ebola as the 
top United Methodist news story of 2014, 
followed by the Rev. Frank Schaefer, sexuality, 
Imagine No Malaria, and church unity

The tragedy of Ebola in Sierra Leone and 
Liberia received 11 first place votes out of 25 
ballots cast by conference communicators 
in the United States and Africa, and news 
service staff.

Other strong contenders were the Rev. Frank 
Schaefer’s fight to remain a United Methodist 
clergy member and the debate over how 
the denomination should deal with human 
sexuality, second and third respectively. The 
church’s progress in its Imagine No Malaria 
initiative was fourth.

Three stories — church unity, immigration, 
and the United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries’ planned move — each got one 
first-place vote. Using second-place votes as 
the tiebreaker, church unity rounded out the 
top five stories.

Top story: Ebola
The first case of Ebola was reported in May 
in Guinea, and by June, Sierra Leone had 
24 cases. Bishop John K. Yambasu warned 
more than 1,000 people gathered for the 
dedication 
and opening 
of a church 
in Monghere 
about the 
need to seek 
immediate 
medical 
attention if 
anyone became 
ill.

The disease 
soon spread 
to Liberia and 
by Dec. 11, the 
death toll in 
Guinea, Liberia 
and Sierra Leone was more than 6,500. More 
than 18,000 people have been infected, 
according to the World Health Organization.

The church mobilized quickly, providing 
medical supplies, food and communication 
to spread the word about how to prevent the 
disease. The United Methodist Committee on 
Relief disbursed $401,138 in grants for the 
denomination’s Ebola response by November. 
United Methodist Communications 
collaborated with Chocolate Moose Media 
and mobile-health-education innovator 
iHeed on an animated Ebola-education video 
in seven languages and gave communication 
grants for Ebola education.

United Methodists have used various forms 
of communication — text messages, radio 
broadcasts, drama and song — to relay facts 
about Ebola. They have carried prevention 
information and supplies for sanitization 
to remote villages. They have left food and 
supplies at the homes of infected families.

Ebola’s toll on West African health care 
systems was brought home by the death 
of Dr. Martin Salia, the only 
surgeon and chief medical 
officer at United Methodist 
Kissy Hospital in Freetown, 
Sierra Leone. Salia died after 
he was airlifted to the United 
States for treatment.

“He was everything to us,” 
Bishop Yambasu said, adding 
Salia was one of only a very 
few surgeons in the country.

Many United Methodists in 
both Liberia and Sierra Leone 
have died, as well as other 
health care workers, even 

though no United Methodist hospitals are 
Ebola treatment centers. Deaths included a 
nurse at United Methodist Mercy Hospital in 
Bo, Sierra Leone, and two other staff on the 
cleaning crew.

Second: The Rev. Frank Schaefer
The church’s top court in October allowed 
the Rev. Frank Schaefer to remain a United 
Methodist clergyman. It was the last in a line 
of church rulings 
that began when 
a complaint was 
filed against the 
Pennsylvania 
pastor for 
performing a 
same-sex wedding 
for his son in 2007.

After a year of 
defrocking and 
refrocking, the 
Judicial Council 
upheld a June 
decision by a 
regional appeals 
committee 
to reinstate 
Schaefer’s 
ministerial credentials. The appellate 
committee had modified the penalty 
imposed after Schaefer was found guilty in 
November 2013 of violating church law.

“I will continue the fight alongside thousands 
of others in the reconciling movement for full 
inclusion and an open altar for all. I know the 
day is coming when this dream will be reality 

and I don't think it is that far in the 
future,” Schaefer said after the ruling.

Some hailed the decision as a step 
toward full inclusion of LGBTQ 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer, or questioning) individuals 
within the denomination. 
Others said the ruling implied 
pastors could ignore church 
law as spelled out in The Book 
of Discipline.

Everyone agreed on one thing: 
The debate isn’t over.

Third: Sexuality
The denomination’s debate 
over human sexuality has 

intensified as more states in the U.S. 
and more nations around the globe 
have legalized same-sex civil marriage. 
While Schaefer’s ups and downs 
grabbed secular headlines, other 
complaints were settled without trials.

A complaint filed against 36 United 
Methodist pastors who officiated at the 
2013 same-sex union of two men was 
resolved in October.

Two pastors in the Pacific Northwest 
Conference were suspended without 
pay for 24 hours for officiating at same-
sex unions.

The Connectional Table, which 
coordinates The United Methodist 
Church’s ministry and resources, held 
two interactive, online conversations 
about sexuality. The group decided 
to draft legislation that could change 
church law “to fully include LGBTQ 
persons in the life and ministry of 
the church.” But it won’t make any 
final determination until next year 

about whether to submit such legislation to 
General Conference, the denomination’s top 
lawmaking body.

Fourth: Imagine No Malaria
The United Methodist Church is close to 
the goal of raising $75 million by the end 
of 2015 for Imagine No Malaria. The global 
church has raised an estimated $64.5 million 
in gifts and pledges for the campaign to 

eliminate needless 
death and suffering from 
malaria in Africa. Forty-
two conferences have 
participated.

Pittsburgh Area Bishop 
Thomas J. Bickerton, who 
chairs the denomination’s 
Global Health Initiative, 
told the Council of 
Bishops in November that 
the average individual gift 
for Imagine No Malaria 
is $96 and the average 
pledge is $800.

“I’ve seen the connection 
come alive,” Bickerton told 
fellow bishops.

Fifth: Church unity 
Earlier this year, a group of United Methodists 
who champion the church’s current stance 
on homosexuality suggested the church 
might consider an “amicable” split over the 
differences. In the summer, those United 
Methodists met again. They stopped short 
of calling for a split, but issued a statement 
saying bishops must enforce and publicly 
support church law restrictions against same-
sex marriage if the denomination is to hold 
together. More than 8,400 United Methodists 
had endorsed the statement as of Nov. 4. 

But as conferences began meeting, clergy 

and laity in the North Georgia Conference, 
with the largest membership of any 
conference in the U.S., signed a covenant 
calling for unity.

Similar statements were crafted in other 
conferences, including Holston, Louisiana, 
Mississippi and the new Rio Grande 
Conference. 

United Methodist bishops at their November 
meeting issued a statement saying their 
“hearts break because of the divisions that 
exist within the church.” The Council of 
Bishops, which is not all of the same mind 
on sexuality, committed to be “in ministry for 
and with all people.”

The bishops added: “We are also united in our 
resolve to lead the church together to fulfill 
its mandate — to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world.” 

Brown is news editor for United Methodist News 
Service. Contact her at newsdesk@umcom.org 
or 615-742-5469.

The Rev. Frank Schaefer (left) serves Holy Communion 
during a prayer service for unity at Court Square Park 
in Memphis, Tenn., prior to his appearance before 
the United Methodist Judicial Council. Photo by Mike 
DuBose, UMNS.

An educational poster about the dangers of 
the Ebola virus hangs in the community center 
at the Jaiama Bongor Chiefdom, outside Bo, 
Sierra Leone. Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS.

Clergy and faith leaders gather outside Arch Street United Method-
ist Church in Philadelphia in support of Richard Taylor and William 
Gatewood (at top of stairs in doorway) following their wedding. A 
UMNS photo by Mike DuBose.

A boy cares for his sister in Fulawahun village near Bo, 
Sierra Leone. Several villages in the Bo district will receive 
new, insecticide-treated mosquito nets from the United 
Methodist Church's Imagine No Malaria campaign in the 
first planned redistribution to replace nets given in 2010. 
Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS.
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Saunemin UMC’s Bible and 
Breakfast passes milestone
BY DAVE LOWE
Saunemin UMC

SAUNEMIN -- Saunemin United Methodist Church's 
Bible & Breakfast ministry recently passed 100 break-
fasts served to our local youth.  Started in August 
2014, the ministry is aimed at helping families provide 
their children with a nutritious start to their Sunday.

Members of the church realized that many of our 
local youth don't always start their day with a healthy 
breakfast.  They also felt that as part of meeting our 
mission of "Meeting the basic needs of people, families, 
and children so that together we may become disciples 
of Jesus Christ," we needed to help fill that void.

Each Sunday morning at 9 a.m., the church provides 
breakfast for any youth between the ages of 3-18. 
Meals consist of cereal, fruit, toast, waffles, French 
toast, juice, and milk.  Following breakfast, the 
children attend Sunday School, and many stay for 
worship also.

Bible & Breakfast is a great way for kids to get their 
Sunday started with breakfast with their friends and 
also learn about Jesus.  Jesus invited them: "Let the 
children come to me and don't stop them, because the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these." Luke 18:16.

BY SHARON TREPTOW
Springfield Cotton Hill UMC

SPRINGFIELD -- It all began five years ago when 
a group of leaders at Woodside United Methodist 
realized that if they didn’t do something about its 
dwindling numbers soon, this small mission-minded 
church located in the Laketown area of Springfield 
would not be able to sustain itself. 

The church, which was officially organized on May 
21, 1950, in a thriving post-World War II community, 
found its gradual decline mirrored in the neighbor-
hood that surrounded it. Over the years, several at-
tempts were made to make a connection with Wood-
side’s Laketown neighbors. Door to door canvassing 
took place on more than one occasion, block parties 
were held, school supplies were handed out in the 
church yard. 

Eventually, Laketown Ministries was established 
and through its auspices, a food pantry was begun. 
Compass, an afterschool program  for disadvantaged 
kids was held weekly. A Resale Shop was started in 
a shop just off of Stevenson Drive. Food, rent and 
housing assistance was offered to area needy residents. 
Even a store front church service was begun. Yet de-
spite all of its efforts to reach out to its community, the 
neighborhood failed to respond and  Woodside UMC 
continued to decline.  

Of course, anyone who tried to find Woodside 
immediately recognized the problem. Unless you were 

intentionally looking 
for it, chances are you 
would never drive by 
Woodside. The church 
was tucked into an area 
of Springfield that saw 
almost no traffic, it was 
virtually invisible to 

all but its immediate neighbors who 
ignored it. 

Recognizing that its location was 
a big part of the problem, the church 
leaders began to pray seeking God’s 
guidance in this situation. They 
prayed for five years before things 
started to happen. Early in the winter 
of 2014, a man died who was virtually 
unknown to the church. His mother 
had attended Woodside and she loved 
the congregation. Although the man 
had never darkened the church door, 
he thought so much of Woodside’s 

care of his mother, he left a generous bequest to the 
church.

In May 2014, Fred Walraven, the chairperson of 
Woodside’s Administrative Council was returning 
home when he happened to spot a For Sale sign in 
front of the Midwest Christian Center on Cotton Hill 
Road just a few hundred feet from Toronto Road, in  
a growing and visible area of Springfield.  On July 15, 
an All Church Conference was held and the deci-
sion to buy the building on Cotton Hill Road and sell 
Woodside UMC was approved by a significant major-
ity.  Negotiations took place and a purchase price was 
agreed upon. Woodside UMC was put up for sale and 
sold the very next day via land contract to Spirit and 
Truth Ministries.

The process of moving a 64-year-old church was 
a challenge. Many former treasures lost their luster 
when faced with the process of packing and relocation. 
Consequently, many items were taken to the Resale 
shop or the dumpster. The new owners of the Wood-
side building did not require the chancel furnishings 
or the pipe organ. Therefore, the Woodside furnish-
ings were refinished and the pipe organ moved. At one 
point the organ was broken down into 300 pieces that 
were crated up and moved to the Cotton Hill location. 
Luckily the organ was reassembled and tuned in time 
for the first service. Woodside’s stained glass windows 
were also moved and placed in storage until a decision 

is reached as to their new location.
On Nov. 29, the congregation held a Leave Taking 

Service.  Memories were shared as the ministries and 
holy moments of the church were recalled. . At the end 
of the service members of the Relocation Commit-
tee led a procession to the new Cotton Hill location. 
Afterward, the congregation enjoyed a meal together 
at a local restaurant.

On Monday December a moving van loaded up 
the Woodside church, on Dec. 5 the new Cotton Hill 
sign arrived and on Dec. 6 Mike Crawford held a 
Congregational Development Boot Camp. On Dec. 
7 -- one week after the Leave Taking -- a New Begin-
ning service was held at Cotton Hill United Methodist. 
On that day 10 new members were received into the 
membership of Cotton Hill UMC by Rev. Terry Harter. 

The decision to make this move was not made 
lightly. At a relocation the leaders put it best when they 
said “They would rather risk failing in this new loca-
tion, knowing that they had given God their all, than 
settle for doing nothing while they withered on the 
vine at Woodside

This is truly a new beginning for this congregation. 
Although they have a new location they will continue 
to serve the Laketown community through Lake-
town Ministries as well as begin a new mission to the 
Springfield south side.

Ten new members were received at the Dec. 7 New Beginning service at Cotton Hill UMC. Sangamon River District Superintendent Terry Harter presided over the 
service.  ABOVE RIGHT: Members of Woodside UMC leave the church to take their hymnals to Cotton Hill. 

Woodside UMC 
‘born again’ 
as Cotton Hill UMC

Photos courtesy of Sharon Treptow

Photos courtesy of Saunemin UMC
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Sewing for Missions       
makes another delivery
WITT --  The Sewing for Missions ministry of Witt UMC recently 
delivered another shipment of hospital gowns to the Midwest 
Mission Distribution Center for Grace Children’s Hospital in 
Haiti.

Following the 
Nov. 20 shipment, 
the ministry has 
shipped 5,923 
children’s hospital 
gowns, 601 baby 
quilts, 99 diapers, 
471 baby hats, 174 
nurses uniforms, 38 
towels, eight buck-
ets of rags, 68 adult 
hospital gowns, 22 
toothbrushes, 92 hospital bed spreads, 16 thermal hospital 
blankets, 36 baby fleece blankets, 13 baby flannel blankets, 3 
hospital leg boots, a walker, 14 spiral notebooks, a treadle and 
portable sewing machine, several computers and printers.

The MMDC has an on-going project with Grace Children’s 
Hospital in Haiti.   The hospital has stated the significance of 
receiving the donations of children’s hospital gowns and re-
quested the continuation of this project to meet the physical, 
mental and spiritual needs of the children.

The “Sewing for Missions” involves people from different com-
munities and denominations.  They meet most every Tuesday 
morning at Witt UMC to work on cutting out and sewing up 
children’s hospital gowns.  Also, some of the volunteers work 
on the gowns at home. 

If you would like to help out with the “Sewing for Missions” 
project or need more information please call 217-594-2426 
and leave a message.

Local NEWS

Prairie Harvest Cluster churches help hungry through CROP Walk
MAHOMET -- United Methodist congregations 
from Mt. Vernon, Mansfield, Centerville, Seymour, 
Shiloh, St. Joseph, Pleasant Grove and Rantoul 
participated in the Oct. 5 CROP Walk at Lake of 
the Woods.

CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide events 
sponsored by Church World Service and orga-
nized by religious groups, businesses, schools and 
others to raise funds to end hunger in the U.S. and 
around the world.

In all, 78 walkers braved the cool, cloudy day 
with enthusiasm and their efforts were rewarded 
with a total collection of $4,500 and about 200 
pounds of canned goods, which helped supply 
Martha’s Cupboard food pantry housed at Mans-
field UMC.

The $4,500 will be distributed to area food pan-
tries and Church World Serve mission projects. 
The canned good collection was a first this year, 

but cluster members agreed this was a good extra 
and will again be collected in 2015.

The eight congregations that participated com-
prise the Prairie Harvest Cluster in the Iroquois 

River District. Among the cluster’s upcoming 
projects is a May visit to the Danville Veteran’s 
Hospital where items are being collected for 
veterans in need.

BY DOROTHY CUTRIGHT
Cottonwood UMC Church Historian

TOLEDO – The Cot-
tonwood UMC, located near 
Toledo, in the Embarras River 
District, recently celebrated its 
150th anniversary.

Cottonwood was organized 
in 1864 in north-central Cum-
berland County. Meeting in 
homes, the first members were 
Uncle Franklin Titus and wife, 
Aunt Sisie Pennington, Aunt 
Susie Garrett, Aunt Melcenia 
Johnston, Mrs. Julia Butler, Mrs. Grubb, Uncle Johnny 
Shoemaker and wife; Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Tippett 
and Jeptha Owens.

In 1867, the Rev. Ithamar H. Aldrich was sent to this 
work as part of the Paradise Circuit and the first building 
was erected the next year. The church continued to grow, 

and in 1872 or 1873, the Rev. Arthur Bradshaw of Decatur 
held a revival with 80 conversions.

The old building was torn down in 1902 and the pres-
ent building erected. White pine was brought by flatcars 
from Georgia to Bradbury, located 2 miles west of the 
church’s site, and then hauled to the building site by horses 
and wagons. All windows are art glass and give a special 

glow to services. A basement was dug 
and dedicated in 1963.

As years have come and gone, 
Cottonwood has tried to do its part in 
community and connectional obliga-
tions even with the loss of members so 
common in many rural churches. In 
1999, the Conference named it as the 
“most exemplary small-membership in 
growth.” In 2007, it received a plaque for 
the best evangelism program in a small-
membership church.

The six Special Sunday offerings are 
observed and the church has consistent-

ly been a Five-Star Mission church. On their birthdays, 
members choose a religious or secular charity, local or 
distant, to receive a $50 check from the church.

The Rev. Cyndi Wiedman is the current pastor and 
the 68th one in 150 years.

Photo courtesy of Rose Seton, Shiloh UMC
United Methodists from the Prairie Harvest Cluster in the Iroquois River District participated in the Oct. 5 CROP Walk at Lake of the Woods near Mahomet.

Photo courtesy of Mike Rayson

GRANITE CITY – Communion may never be the same for 
Granite City Nameoki UMC after a grace-filled moment 
occurred Dec. 7.

The church’s pastor, the Rev. Mike Rayson pays special 
attention to children and youth when they come with their 
families to take Communion. “They usually get a good 
hunk of bread,” Rayson said. “My rationale is that if God 
can’t be generous around the Table, where can God be 
generous?”

So when eight-year-old Josh stood before Rayson, the 
pastor asked him if he wanted a big bit or a small bit of 
Jesus.

Josh looked at Rayson said, “I am hungry,” so Rayson 
handed him the whole loaf – a good half of the 
communion loaf for the entire congregation as well. The 
look on the eight-year-old’s face was priceless – “a cross 
between wonder and love and shock that such a thing 
could happen in boring old church.”

But Rayson also said the grace moment was perfectly 
timed. “A few minutes before, as I was nearing the end 
of preaching, Josh’s mother got a cell phone call that her 
grandmother had passed away,” Rayson said. “It was sort of 
expected, but the gift of a half loaf of communion bread 
caused his mother to start laughing, which triggered 
laughter from those nearby. It was a gift of levity and 
brightness on a hard morning for that particular family.”

Grace Moment occurs during 
Communion at Nameoki

Cottonwood UMC celebrates 150 years of ministry
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BY SARAH HALASZ

The Southern

BUNCOMBE -- Every year, the parade of plump, juicy 
turkeys seems to go on forever.

But for Vienna resident Brian Trambley and other 
longtime members of Eagle House Ministries’ annual 
turkey-carving team, there’s something magical in meeting 
up each year to carve up so many holiday birds for charity.

“The progress sometimes gets caught up with people 
talking and fellowshipping,” he said. “But that’s part of the 
fun of being able to do this each year. You know, you pretty 
much can count on the same group of people always being 
together and working, and it’s nice to know that they’re 
there.”

For more than a dozen years, Trambley has joined a 
handful of other Johnson County volunteers at the Bun-
combe-based ministry’s headquarters to slice up turkeys 
and hams as part of the ministry’s Thanksgiving dinner 
delivery service.

Eagle House started its meals ministry more than 20 
years ago to provide housebound and low-income resi-
dents with the hearty meals they often are not able to make 
for themselves. They also coordinate meals each year on 
Christmas.

“We want people to be encouraged this time of year,” 
said Daniel Money, the organization’s president. “Some-
times it’s a hard time for a lot of people, and you want 
them to see a smiling face and get a warm meal.”

This year Money said he expects the ministry will 
deliver about 200 meals as far away as Anna and Karnak. 
In total, between 30 and 40 volunteers are expected to help 
prepare and delivery the dinners.

The event takes several weeks to coordinate, and as 
of Tuesday, the ministry’s staffers already have started 
cooking birds and collecting canned-food donations, said 
Money’s wife, Jennifer Money, who helps organize the 
event.

Volunteers will make bulk batches of stuffing and 
other traditional dishes. And on Thanksgiving, a couple 
dozen volunteers will join Trambley’s carving team at 
Eagle House to fill dinner boxes with turkey, ham, stuffing, 
mashed potatoes, gravy, sweet potatoes, corn, green beans, 
cranberry sauce, rolls, pie and other goodies.

For Trambley, spending Thanksgiving morning at 
Eagle House has become a family tradition. His 19-year-
old son and 12-year-old daughter even join him now, too.

“We used to have a tradition of sitting down and 
watching those silly parades that are always the same pa-
rades as the year before,” he said. “But now I enjoy serving 
like this instead.”

Eagle House was founded in 1987 by Pastor Alan 

Milligan, an IGRC clergy member and 
conference evangelist who currently serves 
as the organization’s president emeritus and 
director of young-adult and youth ministries. 
In addition to the holiday meals program, the 
ministry, which is a IGRC Advance Special, 
hosts weekly prayer meetings, student-led 
Bible studies and youth services.

(Reprinted with permission from the Nov. 
26 issue of The Southern Illinoisan, www.
thesouthern.com)

Photos by Stephanie Wicoff, The Southern

ABOVE: Jennifer Money checks on a Thanksgiving turkey at the 
Eagle House Ministries in Buncome.  AT RIGHT: Eagle House 
Ministries in Buncome takes donations for its Thanksgiving 
meals ministry.

IGRC Young Clergy Initiative planned for 2015
SPRINGFIELD –The 2015 Illinois Great Rivers Confer-
ence Young Clergy Initiative includes three one-day 
workshops and one workshop which will be one and 
a half days.

Dates and presenters include:

•  March 17, 2015: Jacob Armstrong, founding 
pastor, Providence UMC, Mt. Juliet, TN (http://
provumc.net/) 

•  June 9, 2015: Ken Nash, teaching pastor at 
Cornerstone Church, Caledonia, MI (http://www.
cornerstonemi.org/) 

•  September, 2015: Rachel Gilmore, founding pas-

tor of The Gathering, Virginia Beach, VA (http://
www.thegatheringumcvb.com/) 

•  Nov. 2-3, 2015: Scott and Wendy Chrostek, both 
on staff at Church of the Resurrection. Wendy is 
Congregational Care Pastor and Scott is Campus 
Pastor of Resurrection Downtown. (www.cor.
org) 

All IGRC clergy under 40 years of age as of January 1, 
2015, are invited to register for the series. The $200 
registration cost includes all four workshops (includ-
ing lunch at each). The registration deadline is Febru-
ary 15, 2015.

The one-day workshops are scheduled from 9:30 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. The Nov. 2-3 workshop will be 1:00-
5:30 p.m. on Monday and 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday.

Locations are not finalized. The current plan is for the 
June workshop to be held in Peoria (prior to annual 
conference) and the other workshops to be held in 
Springfield.

For more information, contact Mike Crawford, IGRC 
Coordinator of Congregational Development.

Register and pay online at https://igrc-reg.brtapp.co
m/2015IGRCYoungClergyInitiative.

Eagle House Ministries serves 
area Thanksgiving meal
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  Financial support for Liberia teachers sought
(Editor’s note: The following letter was received Dec. 8 from Mary Zigbou, Helen Roberts-Evans and Priscilla Jaiah, General Board of Global Ministries missionaries to Liberia.  The three mission-
aries, who were itinerating in the United States, have returned on special assignment to the west African country as it attempts to recover from the outbreak of the Ebola virus that has caused more 
than 3,000 deaths. For more information or assistance in providing a response to this appeal, contact Bunny Wolfe at bwolfe@igrc.org or by calling 217-529-2749).

Conference NEWS

Mission trip to Hungary 
planned for June
SPRINGFIELD – A mission trip to Hun-
gary is scheduled for June 18-27, 2015. 
Registration is underway for the trip 
which is limited to 12 people as part of a 
Conference Mission Partnership.

Information on the trip can be found 
at: www.igrc.org/hungary, where you 
can download a brochure about the trip 
as well as obtain more information. For 
more information, contact Ken Hutch-
ens at Brokenhutchens@gmail.com or 
Bunny Wolfe at bwolfe@igrc.org. 
Cost of the trip is $2,300 with a $300 
deposit due Jan. 30; $1,000 due March 
15; and the final $1,000 due April 15.

A team meeting will be held on Jan. 30 

at noon at the Conference Center.

Work projects during the trip include 
teaching conversational English to high 
school students; a community garden 
project; outreach experiences with a lo-
cal United Methodist church and visiting 
ongoing Methodist work in Budapest.

Two spots remain on     
Honduras trip
SPRINGFIELD – Only two open spots 
remain for the June 2015 Mission Trip to 
Honduras. The IGRC Mission Team is lim-
ited to 15 and is slated for June 21-28.

Cost for the trip is $2,300 and includes 
airfare, airfare deposit, airport fees, visa, 
insurance, food, lodging, transportation, 
project cost, translators, limited sight-
seeing and other in-country expenses.

A $500 deposit is due Jan. 30 with a final 
$1,800 payment due April 27.  A team 
meeting will be held at the conference 
center from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on 
March 7.

For more information, contact Bunny 
Wolfe at bwolfe@igrc.org.  

Two trips to Liberia 
planned but not finalized
SPRINGFIELD – Two mission trips to 
Liberia have been planned for 2015, 
although there are still travel restrictions 
due to the Ebola virus.

The first trip, to be July 9-23, is a teacher 
training team and youth camp. Cost 
for the trip is $3,700. Registration and a 
$500 deposit is due Feb. 15 with $1,600 
payments due March 1 and April 1.

The trip will include Ganta Mission Sta-
tion, the Bishop Judith Craig Children’s 
Home, West Point School and IGRC 
projects.

Team meetings at the Conference Cen-
ter will be held March 7 and May 1.

The second trip – Oct. 10-24 – is also 
$3,700 with registration and $500 
deposit due May 1. Two payments of 
$1,600 are due on June 1 and July 1 
respectively.

An informational meeting will be held 
March 22 with team meetings for those 
registered on Aug. 23 and Sept. 27. All 
three meetings will be at Geneseo First 
UMC.

For more information, contact Bunny 
Wolfe at bwolfe@igrc.org.

Need for Liberia scholarships 
increase once Ebola subsides
The IGRC Liberia Partnership launched a new schol-
arship initiative for children in Liberia at the 2014 
Annual Conference.

Information is posted online at: www.igrc.org/li-
beria. For more information, please contact Bunny 
Wolfe at bwolfe@igrc.org.

The need for scholarship assistance will be great as 
Ebola begins to ebb in Liberia. Schools have been 
closed, leaving teachers unemployed (see letter 
from the Ebola Response Team on this page). In 
addition, the virus has also left families without 
income from which to send their children to school.

Donations toward the IGRC Liberia Scholarship 
Initiative should be sent with Advance #6995 on the 
designation lines of all checks made out to IGRC. 
This will allow IGRC to send scholarship funds, along 
with a list of the sponsored students, two to 
three times a year instead of the funds trick-
ling in through the general advance number. 
Using Advance #6996 will help both IGRC and 
Liberia better track students sponsored and 
those still needing sponsorship. Of the 968 
students on our current list, less than 25 are 
currently sponsored. This will be our focus for 
not only this school year, but for the future.

Please consider making a difference in the 
life of a child and that child’s family in Liberia. 
Only $175 per year will not only provide the 
tuition, but also provide a school uniform, 
shoes and school supplies. This amounts to 
less than $15 per month and is much lower 
than the current sponsorship of children 
through other organizations.

Our initial goal is to sponsor a minimum 
of 50 students in each of the 21 districts in 
Liberia. Some of those districts have a limited 
number of United Methodist Schools, but 
there are still many children who dream of 
an education. Not all of the schools on our 
list are United Methodist schools but all of 
the students are connected with United 
Methodist families and will be followed by Helen 
Roberts-Evans who is a missionary assigned as the 
Director of Education in the Liberia Annual Confer-
ence. Helen works very closely with the schools in 
Liberia. She and her staff have developed a list of 
968 students in need of scholarships. Some of these 
students are children of United Methodist pastors.

Dear Friends,
We bring you Advent greetings in the name of our 

God, who is our hope. As we anticipate Christmas, we 
invite you to prayerfully consider offering a gift for teach-
ers in Liberia.  They have not been paid since June because 
all schools were closed in an effort to contain and stop the 
spread of Ebola. It is difficult for us to contemplate our 
teachers entering the Christmas season without the means 
to buy food for their families.  Receiving a gift of $50 will 
let our teachers know that they are not forgotten.   We ask 
you to remember our teachers as you prepare to celebrate 
Christmas. It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in 
all of us memories of goodness and thus to open doors of 
hope. We are hopeful there may be funds in your confer-
ence mission budgets to enable a quick response so the 
teachers can receive their gifts before Christmas. 

During this season of Advent, we are thankful that the 
infection rate of the Ebola virus disease is slowing down in 
Liberia and the State of Emergency has been lifted.  But we 
remain cautious and careful to follow the infection preven-
tion guidelines. A midnight curfew is still in effect and 

schools are still closed. 
Continued decrease in 
prevalence may enable 
schools to re-open 
during the first quar-
ter of 2015.  

We are very grate-
ful to those who have 
partnered with 7 of 
our 60 United Meth-
odist Schools and 
continue to support 
them with prayers and 
finances during the 
Ebola crisis in Liberia.  
Approximately 700 
of our 950 United 
Methodist School 
teachers have not been 
paid since schools 
were closed at the end 
of June. Our dedicated 
teachers are struggling 
to provide for their 
families. 

Most of our schools are located in small, rural com-
munities. Many of our principals, like Pastor Harry D. 
Cooper, also serve as teachers. Pastor Cooper is a gradu-
ate of our United Methodist Gbarnga School of Theology. 
After graduation, he returned to his home town of Gbatala 
in Bong County to serve at our nearby Taylor Town United 
Methodist School. Ours is the only school serving Taylor 
Town and other villages within a four mile radius. When 

schools are allowed to 
open, Pastor Cooper 
will again work with 
his staff of 7 teachers 
to provide education 
to 150 children in this 
elementary school. Pas-
tor Cooper could have 
acquired a job in one 
of the larger cities or 
towns; but, he opted to 
give back by returning 
to his home town earn-
ing less than $100 per 
month.

We are humbled 
by the strength and 
resilient nature of the 
Liberian people! Collective, Christ-centered support and 
encouragement can turn desperate situations into posi-
tive life-changing events. Over the years of our missionary 
service we’ve witnessed schools with outdated and crum-
bling infrastructure; small houses and mud brick churches 
used as school buildings; cement blocks and pieces of logs 
serving as school desks and chairs. We’ve learned that we 
must look beyond the physical circumstances and loom-
ing threats around us and see, with the eyes of faith, the 
possibilities. The students who sat (and are still sitting) in 
makeshift desks receiving an education in rickety buildings 
can (and do) grow up to do extraordinary things for their 
family, their community and their nation. District Repre-
sentative Edward W. Karfiah is a graduate of Taylor Town 
UMS.  He is an example of the thousands of children that 
received their educational foundation at our rural United 
Methodist Schools.

For Taylor Town UMS, like most of our schools, tuition 
and fees are the only source of income. You may help by 
donating to The Advance #15125B for Scholarships for 
Elementary, Secondary, College & Seminary Education.  
Please designate your gift as “Christmas gift for grade 
school teachers”.  Our goal is to raise $35,000.00.  We 
are happy to guide you in how to send the funds through 
Global Ministries to enable us receive in a timely manner.

“The spirit of the Lord is on me because He has anointed 
me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to 
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for 
the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor.”

Luke 4:18-19

Blessings,
Rev. Priscilla Jaiah, Helen Roberts-Evans and Mary Zigbuo
Missionary Ebola Response Team

Email:  maryrandallzigbuo@gmail.com

Photos courtesy of Bunny Wolfe
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