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NEWS
 From The Episcopal Office
  Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

Divine initiative
Of late, I have preached a number of birthday 

sermons for local churches.  Histories of faith-filled 
persons who took the initiative to build a church or 
enhance its ministry touch me deeply.

On Sunday, Nov. 16, Ellsworth UMC celebrated 
its 125th anniversary.  How was it born?  In the 
spring of 1889, a group of residents “felt the need” to 
establish a Methodist Episcopal Church.  They began 
holding two Sunday services in Shinkle’s Hall.  I in-
terpreted what they “felt” as “the Spirit of the Lord.”  
That same Spirit moved Cassius and Jennie Shinkle 
to sell land to Ellsworth on June 9, 1890, for $125.  
That same Spirit launched Jesus’ public ministry in 
Nazareth and the birth of the church on the day of 
Pentecost.

On Sunday, Oct. 12, my shortest drive to preach 
placed me at the doorstep of Chatham UMC.  We 
celebrated 160 years of ministry.  During the service, 
I praised the Presbyterians.  Why?  Reading the 
church history of Chatham UMC revealed another 
divine initiative.  “The land upon which Chatham 
UMC is situated, was given …by the Presbyterian 
Church, Mr. and Mrs. Thayer for $225.”  Why would 
you give a religious competitor, especially a non-
Presbyterian church, land to build a church that 
might affect the success of your ministry?  Because 
anything connected with divine initiative rejects the 
notion that we do church just to take care of our-
selves.    

On Sunday, Sept. 21, my eyes beheld Rantoul, 
once a beehive of military personnel but no longer 
since the mothballing of Chanute Air Force Base 

in 1993.  Without organ, pew, pulpit bulletin or 
pastoral stole, the need to worship God corporately 
and build a church led the pioneers of Rantoul First 
UMC to hold its first worship service in a train sta-
tion.  Prayer, singing, preaching, teaching resounded 
within and without that train station. That worship 
service had more spiritual power than the best coal 
fueling steam locomotives on the track.  So we cel-
ebrated their 150-year anniversary.  

1889, 1854, and 1864 provided auspicious 
examples of God ever about the business of Creat-
ing.  From dust we were created, enlivened yes by the 
breath of God.  Still creating, God’s spirit conceived 
and brought to life the church on the rocklike soil of 
Peter and countless church builders like these Meth-
odists spurred to action ignited by “hearts strangely 
warmed.”  

Soon we’ll celebrate the best divine initiative of 
all humankind.  Over 2,000 years ago, God “felt a 
need” to help all God’s children have “life and have 
it more abundantly.”  God came to earth in the form 
of a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in 
a manger namely Jesus the Christ.  Our lives have 
been radically changed and the hope of the world 
has been transformed because of that one solitary 
life.  “O Come let us adore Him.”  Beverly and I are 
blessed to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. Most of all, we are blessed to celebrate 
what’s best of all this season of Christmas, Emmanu-
el or God with us.                                     

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
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Bishop to host Gathering for Scouting Ministry
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton will host a “Bishop’s Gathering for 
Scouting Ministry” on March 15 at Fairview Heights Christ UMC.

The hour-long program will focus on celebrating the outreach 
ministry Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and 4-H programs provide 
to children and youth in the community. While the primary 
emphasis will be directed toward churches in the Mississippi 
and Kaskaskia River districts, representatives from all churches 
are welcome to attend – those that currently charter, sponsor or 
host units or those that are considering the forming of a unit.

Organizers are also looking for district coordinators to form a 
conference committee for the Ministry of Scouting.  If you are, 
or know someone who is, an adult Eagle Boy Scout or Gold 
Award Girl Scout, please contact Bob Chase, the conference 
Scouting Coordinator for the IGRC United Methodist Men, at: 
rchase@igrc.org or by calling 618-749-5745. Scouting Ministry 
Specialists are encouraged to be a part of the committee 
formation.

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great Rivers Con-
ference, Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton appoints the following:

Terry Evans to Viola-Preemption, Spoon River District, effective Nov. 15.

Kimberly Noel Burke to Director of Youth Ministries program, Normal First 
UMC, Vermilion River District under ¶331.1c, effective Sept. 1.

JoAnn Ruff to Associate Pastor, United Parish, LaMoine River District, effec-
tive Oct. 1.

Kathy Crozier to Vocational Discernment Coordinator, Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference (1/4 time), under ¶331.1b, effective Sept. 16. This appointment is 
in addition to the ½ time appointment at Loraine UMC, Spoon River District.

Change of status
Jon Westfall, discontinuation of retired local pastor, ¼ time, effective Dec. 31.

Supply not appointed
Phillip P. Gardner to Maryville St. Luke’s, Mississippi River District, effective 
Nov. 15 to June 30, 2015.

Native Americans share 
struggles, hopes for church

(Editor’s note: The 2015 Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference will include an Act of Repentance Toward Healing Rela-
tionships with Indigenous People service. November is also Native American Heritage Month.)
BY HEATHER HAHN

OKLAHOMA CITY 
(UMNS) -- Save a lan-
guage, and you can save 
a people.

Tamara Wilson, a 
United Methodist and 
member of the Yuchi 
people, shared that mes-
sage with bishops and 
other denominational 
leaders during a Nov. 6 
service of repentance.

She was one of 
three Native-American 
women who shared their 
struggles in trying to sustain a way of life that was often 
suppressed by U.S. churches. Wilson, a teacher preparing to 
be a United Methodist deaconess, spoke passionately about 
her efforts to preserve the Yuchi language.

“Saving a language is saving children,” said Wilson, a 
member of Kvncate (Concharty) United Methodist Church 
in Okmulgee, Oklahoma. With knowledge of their ances-
tors’ language, the children she teaches will know their 
identity and know they are precious, Wilson said. They will 
be less likely to accept abuse or to abuse others.

“If you save these 
languages and they 
don’t disappear, then the 
people will live better 
lives,” she said, trans-
lating advice from her 
elders.

Wilson spoke at a 
service at St. Luke’s Unit-
ed Methodist Church 
in Oklahoma City that 
blended worship of God, 
education about the 
challenges Native Ameri-
cans still face and a call 
for United Methodists to 

love their indigenous neighbors more faithfully.
Worshipers included members of the Council of Bish-

ops and Connectional Table, the United Methodist body 
that coordinates ministry and resources. Also present were 
leaders of the Oklahoma and Oklahoma Indian Missionary 
conference as well as Native American leaders and Okla-
homa state officials, including two state Supreme Court 
justices.

During the worship, the prayers were offered in Yuchi, 
Maskoke, Kiowa, Choctaw and Lakota.
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Robe Collection for Africa University:
Robes should be in good condition, 
cleaned and wrapped to be sent on to 
Africa University.  Please send them to: 
Linda K Driggers, Box 345 at Stanford, IL 
61774.  Please contact June Hess with any 
questions at junehess@icloud.com

CLASSIFIEDS

WHEN METHODISTS 
  ARE UNITED

www.umcmission.org/give

WHEN METHODISTS 
tuesday, december 2

On UMC #GivingTuesday last year, gifts from 
United Methodists totaled $6.5 million.

That means 16,300 gifts given 
through The Advance reached mission and 
ministries around the world. What’s next?

Court upholds clergy 
housing exclusion
MADISON, Wis. -- A case filed by the Wisconsin 
Freedom From Religion Foundation, challenging 
the housing exclusion for clergy, was dismissed 
Thursday by the 7th Circuit Court of Appeals.

Without commenting on the merits of the 
challenge, the Court dismissed the case, saying 
that the FFRF lacked standing to sue.

In November 2013, a federal district judge in 
Wisconsin held that Internal Revenue Code 
Section 107(2) the clergy housing allowance) was 
unconstitutional  The government appealed the 
case to the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals, who 
today vacated the lower court's decision, and 
remanded the case "with instructions to dismiss 
the complaint for want of jurisdiction."

United Methodist Student Day 
Nov. 30
Across the country, the people of the 
United Methodist Church are serving 
the people God loves in Jesus' name. 
We're doing it at home, but so often 
we'd like to do more.

Right now there are UMC young people-
who might not have had the resources 
to attend a school of their choice, or, 
for some, any school at all-who've been 
sent by you into the world God loves be-
cause of your giving to United Method-
ist Student Day. When you give gener-
ously you are support these students as 
they prepare for a life that unites faith 
with knowledge.

What no one person or congregation 
can do alone, we're doing together.

Visit: http://www.umcgiving.org/UMSD 
for more information or to donate 
online.

Help a child be born AIDS-free
This World AIDS Day, the United Meth-
odist Global AIDS Fund Committee 
invites all who are interested in helping 
a child be born free from HIV/AIDS to 
support the "Countdown to Zero: Just 
Save One" initiative. World AIDS Day is 
Dec. 1.

Read more at: http://www.umc.org/
news-and-media/this-christmas-help-
a-child-be-born-aids-free The General 
Board of Church and Society has created 
an Advent Bible Study on HIV/AIDS that 
can be obtained at: http://umc-gbcs.
org/press-releases/season-for-change-
4-week-downloadable-advent-study-
on-hiv-aids 

Prison Ministry Workshop             
in Mt. Zion
MT. ZION -- Disciple Bible Outreach 
Ministries of Illinois will be conducting a 

Prison Ministry workshop on Saturday, 
Jan. 10, at Mt. Zion UMC.

The workshop will be from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. The morning session will discuss 
prison ministry opportunities and the 
afternoon session will be the actual 
Disciple Bible Study training. In order 
to serve on a Disciple Bible Outreach 
Ministries (DBOM) team taking DISCIPLE 
into a prison, the afternoon training is 
required in addition to any training/
orientation which may be required by 
the prison. This workshop is also a great 
way to learn about opportunities to get 
involved with prison ministry.

Read more at: http://www.igrc.org/cal-
endardetail/469380 

Registration is $30 per person and 
online registration is underway through 
Jan. 5 at: https://www.igrc.brt-reg.
brtapp.com/PrisonMinistryDecatur

Covenant Keepers 2015             
registration underway
O’FALLON -- Covenant Keepers 2015 
will be Feb. 2-3 at the 
Regency Confer-
ence Center in 
O'Fallon.

Registration is 
underway at: 
https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/CK2015. 
Additional informa-
tion, including a link 
to hotel reservations 
can be found at: http://
www.igrc.org/calendar-
detail/46937. Reserve your hotel room 
for the Hilton Garden Inn in O’Fallon 
by calling: 1-800-STAY-HGI. Use Group 
Code: ILGR15 to obtain the Covenant 
Keepers' block rate prior to Jan. 6.

NOTE: Refunds for registration will only 
be given for cancellations due to funer-
als or medical emergencies.

Speaker for the 2015 event is Jon Acuff, 

a New York Times best-selling author of 
four books including his most recent, 
Start: Punch Fear in the Face, Escape Aver-
age & Do Work that Matters.

For 16 years he's helped some of the 
biggest brands in the world tell their 
story, including The Home Depot, Bose, 
Staples, and the Dave Ramsey Team. 
Most recently he's spoken to hundreds 
of thousands of people at conferences, 
colleges, companies and churches. A 
media feature, Jon has been seen on 
CNN, Fox News, Good Day LA and sev-
eral other key outlets.

In addition, he's become a social media 
expert with blogs that have been read 
by 4 million people and more than 
215,000 Twitter followers. In 2010 he 
used his influence with his tribe to build 
two kindergartens in Vietnam. 

Jon lives with his wife Jenny and two 
daughters in Franklin, Tenn.

Fire-Up Conference Feb. 20-22
The 19th Annual Fire-Up Senior High 
Conference will be at Troy UMC Feb. 

20-22.

All ninth to 12th grade students and 
their ministry leaders are invited to 
attend.

Speaker will be D. J. Dangerfield from 
Dallas, Texas, with Harvest Ministry 
Team will lead worship. The theme is 
Unleashed.

Read more and register online at: 
www.fire-up.org

Navigating Change Conference 
Feb. 26-27
Fairview Heights Christ UMC will host 
the 2015 Navigating Change Conference 
Feb. 26-27.

Registration is $75 per person. Groups of 
four or more are $40. Group registration 
assistance is available by calling 618-

277-4659. The first 20 clergy spouses 
that register with clergy are free.

The event website is: www.navigateth-
echange.com.

Online registration is at: www.naviga-
tethechange.com/register 

Renovate Retreat Feb. 27-28
Renovate Retreat, a new event hosted 
by Harvest Ministry Team for students 
in sixth to 12th grade and their ministry 
leaders, will be hosted at East Moline 
Christ UMC Feb. 27-28. 

 

The speaker for the event, Aaron Hel-
man, is from South Bend, Ind., and works 
at a local United Methodist Church and 
blogs at SmarterYM.com.  Harvest will 
be leading worship. 

The theme for the weekend is Disciple-
ship -- inviting students to experi-
ence the change of life as a result of a 
changed heart.  Junior and senior high 
youth will be divided for small groups 
during the event.

 Renovate begins at 7 p.m. Friday and 
concludes at 4 p.m. Saturday.  The reg-
istration fee covers the program, snacks 
on Friday, lunch on Saturday, recreation 
and entertainment.  Groups are respon-
sible for their own housing on Friday 
night.

Contact harvest@harvestconfer-
ences.org for more information or visit:   
http://harvestministryteams.com/
renovate/ 
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Local Church NEWS

Photos courtesy of Kay Fisher, Bradley Wesley UMC

Oblong Central keeps Christ in 
Christmas through nativity sets
BY KAREN DAVIS

Oblong Central UMC

In 2008 a project was started by Jane Attaway and 
Kip Davis.  Church members were asked if they would 
be interested in spreading the Good News and “Keep 
Christ in Christmas”.

Nativity scenes were cut from plywood and sanded 
by members of the church and then painted black 
by Jack Reeder.  That first year 40 were distributed to 
members of the church to be displayed in their yards.  

The next year we had people asking for more, and the 
next year more people were asking.  So we have con-
tinued to take orders and from 2008 to 2014 we have 
cut approximately 150 nativities.  And we have had no 
problem selling them. These nativities are being dis-
played in the Crawford County area as well as reaching 
different areas in Illinois and several other states.  The 
nativities come with a flood light, the light holder, 
rods and brackets to hold the rods in place.  Most of 
the nativities are displayed with the light shining on 
them projecting the silhouette on the side of a house, 

barn, or garage; however it is up to the individual how 
they wish to display their nativity.  We will also put the 
nativity up for people if they are unable to do so.  

In 2012 we started selling the nativities at our town’s 
Fall Follies in October and it was our goal to reach 100 
by the year 2015.  We have surpassed that goal by 
46!!  This has been a wonderful ministry for our church 
and it has helped to emphasis the real reason for the 
season.  

PHOTO 1: Andrew Mann, Frankie Schripsema, Hannah Grace, Lindsey 
Schripsema, Natalie Prendergast; Front row - Alex Mann, Hope Prender-
gast, Avery Mann, Isabel Prendergast

PHOTO 2: Karen & Bill Warburton (aka Tarzan & Jane) and granddaugh-
ter Hailey Warburton

PHOTO 3: Brad Mann helps with games for the kids

Members of Bourbonnais Grace Community UMC in Bourbonnais recently 
formed a new Family/ Intergenerational Ministry designed to provide activities for people of all ages. The first 
event, a Pumpkin Decorating Contest, was  held Oct. 26, at the church. Each participant brought his/her own 
pumpkin to carve, paint or color. Participation prizes were awarded for their efforts. A variety of fall desserts and 
snacks were served throughout the afternoon. The group also donated   fall/Halloween items (candy, small toys, 
trinkets, etc.) that day to be donated to Harbor House for children who might be there over the holiday. Pictured 
are some of those who attended with the display of pumpkins created: (Back row, l to r) Pastor Mary Brady, Joe 
Leacy, Chuck Martin, Terry Ralston, Chris Morse, Cora Marth, Meghan Swanson, Terra Wilhelm; (Middle Row, l 
to r) Ainsley Martin, Benji Tietjens, Catherine Brady, Kyle Knott, Jovan Ponnambalam; Front row (studying the 
pumpkins) Micah Ludvick.

Photo courtesy of Linda Jensen

Bradley Wesley UMC hosted its 
Second Annual Trunk or Treat
The event was a big hit in the community, as many 
neighborhood kids stopped by to make the rounds of car 
trunks and games provided by members of the church. 
The church also served hot chocolate and hot apple cider 
to kids and adults who stopped by. In all, 13 decorated 
cars filled the parking lot, including spider webs, a 
Flintstone car, a jungle full of monkeys and a University of 
Wyoming tailgate party. 
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Out of the ashes…
Robinson First rebuilds its building while   
reaching out to the community’s school children 

After a fire destroyed its 1899 
sanctuary on Christmas Day 2012 
and significant water and smoke 
damage to the education building, 
Robinson First UMC is rebuilding 
both its building and its ministry.

In January 2013, despite the 
loss of the building weeks earlier, 
the congregation launched the 
NOW (Nutrition on Weekends) 
program to serve students in Rob-
inson Community Unit School 
District #2. A bag, including 
an age-appropriate book, two 
breakfast items, two lunch items, 
two dinner items, two fruits and 
two snacks are packed each week 
that school is in session. This past 
summer, the NOW program ex-
panded to include lunches at the 
Robinson City Park three times a 
week.

In 2015, the OW program 
will expand again to include 
a Kids’ Shopping Day, where 
children and youth will receive 
two new outfits, a pair of shoes, 
undergarments, hygiene supplies 
and school supplies to begin the new school year.

The church has continued to coordinate the 
CUSD#2 Lunch Buddies program, pairing adults with 
children and youth twice monthly for fellowship and 
mentoring opportunities. In all, 2/3 of the worship-
ing congregation is involved in some sort of spiritual 
growth opportunity – Sunday School; weekday Bible 
study or Kids’ Club, a weekly afterschool program for 
elementary children.

Average worship attendance of the congregation 
is now 123 and they anticipate occupancy of the new 
building by Easter 2015.

The Christmas 2012 fire destroyed many things, 
but several were salvaged and restored, including the 
baptismal font, Advent wreath and church bell. Fol-
lowing the fire, Robinson Otterbein UMC shared office 

and worship space with the church until 
renovations to the education building 
were completed. The first service in the 
education building was March 31, 2013.

In July 2013, a church conference 
voted to rebuild on the church’s present 
location and groundbreaking took place 
in May 2014.

Otterbein has continued to be a 
partner in Robinson First’s recovery.  Just 
recently, Otterbein raised more than 
$1,000 to provide hymnals and pew Bibles 
for First UMC, providing funds where 
insurance coverage fell short.
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NEWS Cover Story

IGRC CAMPING COMMISSION 
CONFRONTS TODAY’S CHALLENGES

BY ED HOKE

In a time when the value of outdoor ministry in faith formation is being questioned by some, leaders of 
camping in the Illinois Great Rivers (IGRC) are reaffirming their commitment to camping and retreats as 
vital tools for evangelism, growth in discipleship, and discernment of call. 

Every summer, and in retreats during the year, hundreds of children, youth, and adults live in close, in-
tentional Christian community on our camps; and in the context of natural wonder, worship, and learn-
ing, they make critical decisions about the way they will live as well as the vocational path they will take.

Challenges we face
Statistics show that camping as a tool for spiritual, character, and skills development is as popular as ever and that 
parents will pay high prices to enroll their children in camps they believe will enhance or secure their children’s futures.  
One challenge before the camping ministry, as is true in the local church, is to articulate the benefits of Christian dis-
cipleship in the compelling way it deserves.  

A second challenge is to provide settings that are agreeable and attractive to today’s young generation. Camping has 
changed a great deal since our original program designs and buildings were established 50-60 years ago when the 
camping industry first gained popularity.  Young people want, and in some cases need, more modern amenities.  Their 
idea of fun is not sleeping outdoors on hot nights, using an outhouse, or communing 24-7 with bugs.  Different stan-
dards for safety and accessibility also drive today’s choices.

These changes in expectations can be difficult for nostalgic “old timers” to understand, but camping and retreat minis-
tries have too much to offer to fail to accommodate these preferences.  Cabins need air-conditioning and indoor plumb-
ing (at least toilets), as well as layouts that enable managers and leaders more handily to 
supervise and protect children. 

While IGRC camps are transforming lives despite these changes, there is an urgent need 
to address aging campgrounds.  All five of the IGRC owned/operated camps have slipped 
into a cycle of putting Band-Aids on projects that really are in need of major surgery or 
even amputation.  The Band-Aid approach is useful only for buying time, but there is no 
recent history of time solving the problem.  In fact, it is only making matters worse, and 
our camps need bigger and bigger Band-Aids.

Things need to change
To have the thriving ministry that is well within the reach of the IGRC a few things need 
to change.  The Commission on Camping and Retreat Ministries (CCRM) has therefore 
partnered with Kaleidoscope, Inc., to assess, re-vision, and identify strategic initiatives 
that will move the ministry into a thriving future.   

Kaleidoscope, Inc., is a consulting business based in Ohio.  It has a long, strong record of 
making camping and retreat ministries vital and viable.  For the last year Kaleidoscope 
has been gathering information on our ministry through statistical reports on revenue, 
expense, use, and operations; town hall meetings at each of the five IGRC-operated sites; 
online surveys; and in-depth dialogues with leaders in camping and the conference.  They 
are helping the Commission to understand norms of today’s camping industry—what’s 
working and what’s not working in other places. They are enabling the CCRM to take 
ownership of the future of the ministry by leading a prayerful, mission-driven, fact-based, 
collaborative, and orderly process, and are helping 
the CCRM understand the God-possibilities within 
the confines of resources that IGRC local churches, 
users, and committed campers provide.

Not Changing is Not an Option
The CCRM is not asking, “Is change is needed?” but 
rather, “What will that change look like?”  Kaleido-
scope, Inc., has helped the CCRM understand that 
“trying harder” is not the answer.  A new vital and viable camping 
ministry will require clarity of vision, succinct articulation of its benefits, 
strategic use of available resources, and a willingness to put on seat-
belts and take a ride with God into new models of ministry. 

(Rev. Ed Hoke serves as chair of the IGRC Commission on Camping 
and Retreat Ministries) 

Programs at two IGRC camps 
abbreviated for Summer 2015
Summer programming at Jensen Woods and Living Springs 
Camps will be abbreviated this summer.  In the past the 
Jensen Woods ministry has spanned seven weeks and Living 
Springs six weeks.  In 2015 the sites will have about three 
weeks each.

This decision provides a temporary bridge between 
program schedules that over a number of years have not 
produced the desired growth needed for sustainability and 
a ministry that can be more amply resourced for the mission 
of the camp, which is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world. 

The new schedule reduces the number of programs that 
have to be cancelled or combined with others at the last 
minute due to low or lack of registrations.  It is expected to 
increase critical mass at each session and enable the min-
istry to exercise better stewardship of labor, property, and 
financial resources overall.  

In order to be sustainable each of our camps need a total 

“All five of the IGRC owned/operated camps have slipped 
into a cycle of putting Band-Aids on projects that really 
are in need of major surgery or even amputation.“
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Clergy Leadership in Camping is 
key to revival in the local church
BY ALICE SHIRLEY

IGRC Coordinator of Camping

“There is nothing like seeing kids 
‘get it’ for the first time.” 

This is the experience of Rev. Ni-
cole Cox, Associate Pastor at Spring-
field First UMC, who has provided 
voluntary leadership at Illinois Great Rivers Confer-
ence camps since graduating from seminary seven 
years ago.  She is convinced that camping and retreat 
ministries are not only effective in transforming the 
lives of individual campers, but are also the key to 

revival in The United 
Methodist Church.

“God is working 
in our camps,” she 
continues.  “God is 
moving in the hearts 
of our young people.  
I have seen camp 
be a major agent 
of change in young 
people's lives.  I have 
seen them leave their 
pasts behind and 
start living into the 

person God has called them to be.” 
Nicole encourages other clergy to come and be 

a part of that “exciting, grace-filled, amazing experi-
ence.”

Rev. Tom Corum, lead pastor at 
Champaign First UMC and 15-year 
dean of Baby Fold Camp, agrees.  
“Children and youth are hungry for 
a positive, accepting, and meaningful 
camping experience.  If you want to 
participate in life-changing ministry, 
get involved.  Help others get involved.  You'll be glad 
you did.”

Cox and Corum are two among a number of 
clergy who consider a week or two at Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference camps to be a vital expression of 
their ministry in the local church.  Both use the word 
“spark” to describe why.

Ignites a spark
“When a church sends a group of kids to camp 

a youth group can be transformed by the amazing 
experiences those kids bring back with them,” Cox ob-
serves. “The fire ignited in their hearts at camp, if that 
fire is fanned, can change not only the youth group, 
but an entire local church. The spark of excitement by 
God can make a huge impact.”

Corum adds that the camping experience “pro-
vides opportunities for campers to form new relation-
ships with other United Methodist youth, to grow in 
faith and commitment, and to spark the desire to put 
their faith to work through service for the rest of their 
lives.”

The two pastors are typical of the many clergy 
who lead in camping ministry out of gratitude for the 
life-changing experiences they had when they were 
younger.  As a high schooler, Corum was encouraged 
to attend camp by his pastor, Rev. John Hamilton, who 
also volunteered in the camping ministry.  Cox says 
that camping was influential in her Christian walk as a 
child, and she wants to help others have that experi-
ence.

A place to use one’s gifts
Other clergypersons volunteer in 

camping ministry because they find a 
fulfilling place to use their gifts.  Rev. 
Kathy Crozier, a deacon appointed to 
Loraine UMC and as the IGRC Voca-

tional Discernment Facilitator, has offered leadership 
at Jensen Woods Camp for 18 years.  She volunteers, 
she says, “because I love kids, horses, and God.  And 
IGRC camping has all three.”

Rev. Sherry Renner, appointed 
to Pleasant Grove and Paloma 
UMCs, has a place to use her guitar 
in addition to sharing messages as 
chaplain.  Simply being with camp-
ers—listening to them and encourag-
ing them—is also very satisfying to 
her.   

Renner is convinced that clergy leadership at 
camp is critical to building strong local churches, and 
she sees the impact of her involvement among camp-
ers from her own congregation.  

A place to become more engaged
Camping ministry inspires youth, she says, to 

become more engaged in their relationship with God 
on a daily basis.  She believes that the key to camp-
ing’s impact on the local church is the follow-up once 
campers get home.  She is in a better position to do 
this with her own campers because of the deeper re-
lationships she has forged with them during the time 
away in retreat.

Crozier believes that campers can benefit from 
the more authentic relationships that camping makes 
possible in a way that an hour or two a week in church 
can’t.  

“Campers love seeing me in blue jeans and (often 
sweaty) t-shirt.  They like asking me clergy ques-
tions, having me fix their ‘owies,’ praying with them.  
They benefit from seeing me, a clergyperson, as a real 
person.”  Talking about and following through on 
discernment of their call in life is also important to 
Kathy.

Extends pastors’ ministry beyond local church
There are also personal benefits to pastors who 

use camping as an extension of their ministry to their 
local congregation.

Cox finds that living among campers for that 
week away refreshes her soul and helps to renew her 
spirit to serve in the local church.  Corum states that 
his leadership is a part of his growth in discipleship 
and a means of grace.  “My faith grows because of my 
involvement.” 

“It ‘fills my cup,’” Crozier says.  “It challenges 
me to walk the talk, to truly re-present Christ to the 
campers.  It encourages me and gives me energy.”

Renner puts it this way, “Every year I think I 
just don’t have time to serve at camp, and every year 
I remind myself that I personally cannot afford not 
to!  I come away from camp blessed and reminded 
of what matters most—relationships!  It builds my 
skills—especially relationship skills with youth—and 
it helps me to remind the church that supporting 
camping ministry through sending as many youth to 
camp as possible is vital to God’s mission of restoring 
the world!  It is also an amazing time to get outside, 
set the cell phone and the noise aside, and experience 
God and Sabbath!”

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference Standing 
Rules (V.B.4) permit clergy to use up to two weeks 
(including two Sundays) each year to take a leadership 
or supportive role in camping ministry without using 
vacation time.  

Clergy (and laity!) who are interested in help-
ing to connect young people in their local churches 
to the blessings of retreat ministry are invited to call 
the IGRC Camping Office at 217-529-2646 or write 
ashirley@igrc.org. 

Programs at two IGRC camps 
abbreviated for Summer 2015
Summer programming at Jensen Woods and Living Springs 
Camps will be abbreviated this summer.  In the past the 
Jensen Woods ministry has spanned seven weeks and Living 
Springs six weeks.  In 2015 the sites will have about three 
weeks each.

This decision provides a temporary bridge between 
program schedules that over a number of years have not 
produced the desired growth needed for sustainability and 
a ministry that can be more amply resourced for the mission 
of the camp, which is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world. 

The new schedule reduces the number of programs that 
have to be cancelled or combined with others at the last 
minute due to low or lack of registrations.  It is expected to 
increase critical mass at each session and enable the min-
istry to exercise better stewardship of labor, property, and 
financial resources overall.  

In order to be sustainable each of our camps need a total 

of 5,000 – 6,000 “user days” each year.  A “user day” consists 
of one night and three meals.  Only one of the conference's 
camps, East Bay near Hudson, will be able to post those 
numbers in 2014.   Jensen Woods has less than 800 and Liv-
ing Springs has less than 3,000.

The plan for shortened sessions at Jensen Woods and Living 
Springs is for 2015 only.  It does not predict the future of 
IGRC camping ministry at either site.  

With the help of Kaleidoscope, Inc., the Camping Commis-
sion is considering a number of variables concerning the 
future of the camping ministry.  The CCRM has affirmed that 
everything remains on the table for discussion -- except 
closing down the entire camping program.  No decisions 
have been made.  The CCRM may have a resolution to bring 
to Annual Conference in June 2015. 

A shorter camp schedule could also provide an opportunity 
for other denominations or groups to use Jensen Woods and 
Living Springs in the summer months. 

Corum

Crozier

Renner

Cox

“God is working in our 
camps. God is moving 
in the hearts of our 
young people.  I have 
seen camp be a major 
agent of change in 
young people's lives.“
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Kassig family remembers 
hostage son’s desire to help
BY LINDA BLOOM

NEW YORK (UMNS) -- The United Methodist parents of the lat-
est hostage executed by the Islamic State group are remember-
ing his dedication to assisting those who have suffered during 
Syria’s civil war.

“We are heartbroken to learn that our son, Abdul-Rahman Peter 
Kassig, has lost his life as a result of his love for the Syrian people 
and his desire to ease their suffering,” said Ed and Paula Kassig, 
members of Epworth United Methodist Church in Indianapolis, 
in a statement posted Nov. 16 on the family’s Twitter account 
and Facebook page. “Our heart also goes out to the families of 
the Syrians who lost their lives along with our son.”

The Rev. Bill Hoopes, Epworth’s senior pastor, told United Meth-
odist News Service Nov. 17 he would be meeting with the family 
in the evening to start planning a memorial service. Kassig was 
26 years old.

The White House confirmed Kassig’s death after a video 
surfaced claiming that the Islamic State group, also known as 
ISIL or ISIS, had killed him. The Indianapolis native was taken 
hostage on Oct. 1, 2013, while traveling in an ambulance to 
deliver medical supplies and equipment and provide medical 
first-responder training to civilians in eastern Syria.

In a statement, President Barack Obama contrasted the “act of 
pure evil by a terrorist group that the world rightly associates 
with inhumanity” with Kassig’s work at a hospital treating Syrian 
refugees and the aid group he established to further assist Syr-
ian refugees and the displaced in Lebanon and Syria.

Kassig converted to the Muslim faith while in captivity, and the 
president noted that his actions represented his adopted faith 
while ISIL’s actions represented no faith at all.

“Today we grieve together, yet we also recall that the indomita-
ble spirit of goodness and perseverance that burned so brightly 
in Abdul-Rahman Kassig, and which binds humanity together, 
ultimately is the light that will prevail over the darkness of ISIL,” 
Obama said.

“We are incredibly proud of our son for living his life according 
to his humanitarian calling,” his parents said. “We will work every 
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To learn more, call us at 
(800) 554-2642 or visit 
www.churchmutual.com.

At Church Mutual, our insurance 
professionals take an active role in 
helping you get the right coverage 
for the right price.

John Hollins III is a Church Mutual Regional 
Representative who works with religious 
organizations day in and day out. As a result, he 
knows the importance of taking an active role in 
helping you get the unique coverage you need. 
Like all our regional representatives, he makes 
personal visits to congregations to meet with key 
people. He makes a thorough survey of facilities 
and helps establish building values. That includes 
measuring buildings and assessing activities. Only 
then can he develop a customized proposal that 
ensures the right coverage for the right price.
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Photo courtesy of the Kassig family 
Abdul-Rahman Peter Kassig was executed by the Islamic State group, but his parents 
want people to remember his dedication to assisting Syrians suffering during the 
civil war.

Preserving a way of life
Those prayers in multiple languages marked a signifi-

cant change from what many Native Americans experi-
enced when they first encountered Methodism.

Wilson said that Methodist missionaries told her great-
grandmother that she would “burn in hell” if she continued 
her tribal ways. When Wilson’s grandmother was orphaned 
at the age of 13, she was taken to an Indian boarding 
school where she was beaten whenever she used the Yuchi 
language.

Her grandmother did not teach her children her lan-
guage. “When she did not teach her children their lan-
guage, they did not have a deeply instilled understanding 
of who they were, where they came from and how blessed 
they were to be as God created them,” Wilson said.

But now she and others in the Yuchi are teaching the 
language to a new generation. Wilson joked that her infant 
son “cries in Yuchi.” To church leaders looking for ways to 
help Native Americans, she suggested they consider sup-
porting projects that preserve Native-American languages.

The worshipers also heard from Denicia Wilson, who 
is Sioux and Kickapoo. She spoke of efforts to make Native 

Americans choose between the Bible and their ceremonial 
traditions. She suggested forcing such choices rarely works 
long-term and can hinder evangelism.

The last Native-American woman to address the wor-
shippers was Deb Echo-Hawk, the Pawnee Nation’s Keeper 
of the Seed. She has worked to save breeds of corn that 
almost went extinct after the Pawnee people were exiled 
from their lands in Nebraska to Oklahoma in the 1870s.

She told those gathered that the Pawnee now have 14 
gardens of their corn in Nebraska and seven in Oklahoma.

Road of repentance
The service continued a journey The United Method-

ist Church began in 2012 at General Conference, its top 
lawmaking assembly. At that gathering, United Method-
ists participated in an Act of Repentance Toward Healing 
Relationships with Indigenous People service. The U.S. 
government also celebrates November as Native American 
Heritage Month.

A General Conference resolution also charged the 
denomination’s Council of Bishops with carrying out an 
ongoing process to improve relations with indigenous indi-

viduals including local or regional acts of repentance.
During the service this week, worshippers also heard 

about other struggles among Native Americans today. 
These include poverty, substance abuse and domestic 
abuse.

The Rev. Chebon Kernell, executive secretary for the 
Native American and Indigenous Ministries at the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries, organized the ser-
vice. Kernell commended conferences that have participat-
ed in acts of repentance and exhorted United Methodists to 
continue the work of healing.

He ended his sermon with a reminder of the sort of 
welcoming spirit that led to the first Thanksgiving in the 
American colonies.

“It’s time,” he said, “to entertain our guests and visitors 
in the way that represents the hospitality that indigenous 
peoples have shown the non-native world since we first 
shook hands with each other.”

Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Method-
ist News Service. Contact her at (615) 742-5470 or news-
desk@umcom.org.

NATIVE AMERICANS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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Global NEWSthe curren 

BY KATHY L. GILBERT
OMAHA, Neb. (UMNS) -- The Sierra Leone United 

Methodist Conference is in shock over the death of Dr. Mar-
tin Salia from Ebola. Salia, who was the chief medical officer 
and only surgeon at United Methodist Kissy Hospital, died 
after he was airlifted to the United States for treatment.

“We are trying to come to terms with the reality of his 
death,” said Bishop John K. Yambasu. “We never thought we 
would be losing one of our head doctors to Ebola.”

“He was everything to us,” Yambasu said, adding Salia was 
one of only a very few surgeons in the country.

The bishop reported that everyone in the United Method-
ist office in Sierra Leone was crying and reeling from the sad 
news.

The conference office closed on Nov. 17 as soon as they 
got word that Salia had died around 4 a.m. CT at Nebraska 
Medical Center, where he had been taken Nov. 14. The office 
will remain closed Nov. 18, for a day of mourning, with a 
memorial service planned for Salia the following day.

“Scripture abounds in calling us to give thanksgiving in all 
situations, but sometimes it is hard,” Yambasu said. “We are all 
in prayer for his wife and children.”

Kissy was shut down Nov. 11 as soon as staff received 
word Salia had tested positive for Ebola. The doctor quar-
antined himself as soon as he started feeling ill, which was 
around Nov. 4.

Kissy is not an Ebola center and Salia was not treating 
anyone with Ebola at Kissy, Yambasu said.

However, Salia did work at other hospitals because he was 
in such demand as a surgeon. “He did not knowingly treat 
any Ebola patients,” Yambasu said, however he added, many 
people who come into the hospitals think they have malaria 
or other common diseases and 
are not aware they are Ebola 
positive.

Kissy Hospital’s staff of ap-
proximately 91 people are home 
under quarantine for the next 21 
days. Three people who did have 
contact with Salia after he got 
sick but before he tested positive 
for Ebola are under quarantine at 
Kissy. None of the three are sick.

The Ministry of Health has 
started the first of five rounds of 
decontamination at the hospital.

Doctor never recovered
Nebraska Medical Center is 

one of four centers in the United 
States designated to treat Ebola 
patients. Two Americans, Dr. 
Rick Sacra and Ashoka Mukpo, 
a freelance cameraman who 
worked for NBC, were treated there and released last month.

The private plane carrying Salia arrived at Omaha’s Eppley 
Airfield at 2:44 p.m. local time (3:44 p.m. ET) Saturday. As 
snow fell, people dressed in bright yellow protective clothing 
loaded Salia onto an isolation pad and then into the back of 
an ambulance.

The medical crew transporting Salia, 44, had determined 
that his condition was stable enough for him to make the 
lengthy flight to Omaha, but he was very ill.

In announcing Salia’s death, Dr. Phil Smith, medical direc-
tor of the biocontainment unit at Nebraska Medical Center said, 
“It is with extremely heavy heart that we share this news. Dr. 
Salia was extremely critical when he arrived here, and unfortu-
nately, despite our best efforts, we weren’t able to save him.”

Doctors said Salia was suffering from kidney and respira-

tory failure when he arrived and was placed on 
dialysis, a ventilator and multiple medications in-
cluding a dose of ZMapp. He also received a plasma 
transfusion from a patient who had recovered from 
Ebola.

During a Nov. 17 press conference, Dr. Daniel 
Johnson, division chief for critical care anesthesi-
ology, said he was proud of the team’s work. “We 
really, really gave it everything we could,” he said.

Doctors in Nebraska could not say how Salia 
contracted the disease, but Smith noted the first 
Ebola test, performed Nov.7, was negative, which is 
not uncommon. A Nov. 10 test confirmed Salia had 
Ebola and he arrived in the U.S. on Day 13 of his 
illness.

Because an Ebola patient’s body remains contagious, 
public health mandates cremation. As a precaution, hos-
pital staff who treated Salia will follow self-monitoring 
protocols for possible symptoms of infection.

Rosanna Morris, chief nursing officer, called it “an ab-
solute honor to care for Dr. Salia” and praised his wife, who 
was at the medical center when he died. “She is an incredibly 
strong, stoic, brave individual who really taught us a lot about 
someone going through these circumstances,” she said.

Morris also praised the medical center staff. “I want to 
thank our local heroes who took care of a global hero these 
past few days,” she said.

‘Grateful for efforts’
In a statement released by the medical center, Isatu Salia 

expressed thanks for her husband’s care. “We’re very grateful 
for the efforts of the team led by Dr. Smith,” she said.

“In the short time we spent here, it was apparent how 
caring and compas-
sionate everyone was. 
We are so appreciative 
of the opportunity 
for my husband to 
be treated here and 
believe he was in the 
best place possible.”

United Methodist 
Bishop Scott Jones, 
episcopal leader 
for the Great Plains 
Conference, which 
includes Kansas East, 
Kansas West and 
Nebraska, invited 
Mrs. Salia to attend a 
special prayer service 
Nov. 16, at Hanscom 
Park United Method-
ist Church in Omaha, 

Nebraska.
"I prayed with her and assured her that the United Meth-

odist people of Nebraska and Kansas will be keeping her and 
her husband in our prayers," he said.

After getting word of Salia’s death, Jones said everyone in 
the Great Plains Conference was mourning the news.

“We are grateful to God for his sacrificial service in car-
ing for the people of Sierra Leone,” Jones said. “The United 
Methodist Church continues its commitment to helping to 
eradicate the global Ebola epidemic and we pray for all of the 
victims and those fighting this disease.”

Jones said the conference would continue to seek funds to 
help Salia’s family pay medical and transportation expenses. 
The State Department reported Mrs. Salia, who is a U.S. citi-
zen and a resident of Maryland, requested the evacuation. Her 

husband was a lawful permanent resident of the U.S.
Bishop Marcus Matthews, Baltimore-Washington Confer-

ence, said his conference is joining the Great Plains Confer-
ence in supporting the Salia family with donations.

Prayer service
More than 50 people prayed, lit candles and wrote notes 

of encouragement to Salia during the prayer vigil at Hanscom 
Park Church, located just blocks from the medical center.

Missouri River District Superintendent Dan Flanagan 
urged United Methodists to help the Salia family by donat-
ing to fund set up to help them deal with the $200,000 cost of 
transport to the United States.

He also hoped efforts to support Salia and his family 
would encourage United Methodists to “be health advocates 
for all and respond more quickly to global health issues.”

Bishop Warner H. Brown Jr., president of the United 
Methodist Council of Bishops, said the church is deeply sad-
dened by the news of Salia’s passing, calling him “a dedicated 
Christian physician who was living out a calling to serve 
others.”

“We are inspired by his faith and by other health care 
workers like him around the world who provide medical care 
to those who might not otherwise have care, even at risk to 
themselves," Brown said.

‘Trained as a Christian surgeon’
In an interview with United Methodist Communications 

earlier this year, Salia talked about how important it was for 
him to work at a Christian hospital.

“I knew it wasn’t going to be rosy, but why did I decide to 
choose this job? I firmly believe God wanted me to do it. And 
I knew deep within myself. There was just something inside 
of me that the people of this part of Freetown needed help,” 
Salia said. 

"I see it as God’s own desired framework for me. I took 
this job not because I want to, but I firmly believe that it was 
a calling and that God wanted me to. ...  And I’m pretty sure, 
I’m confident that I just need to lean on him, trust him, for 
whatever comes in, because he sent me here. And that’s my 
passion,” Salia said. 

Kissy serves one of the poorest neighborhoods in Free-
town. The 60-bed United Methodist hospital is part of a larger 
community outreach that includes a school, an eye clinic, and 
a newly updated maternal and child health facility. 

Salia said his philosophy was simple: “God will heal them. 
And money comes.

“I firmly believe God wanted me to do this job. It was a 
calling.”

(Gilbert is a multimedia reporter for United Methodist News 
Service. Phileas Jusu, director of communications for The United 
Methodist Church in Sierra Leone, contributed to this story.)

Dr. Martin Salia (left) performs surgery at the United Methodist Church's Kissy Hospital 
outside Freetown, Sierra Leone in April. The hospital was closed Nov. 11 after Salia, chief 
medical officer and surgeon, tested positive for Ebola. Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS.

Church mourns death 
of Sierra Leone surgeon

Dr. Martin Salia, shown at the United Methodist Church's Kissy Hospital outside Freetown, 
Sierra Leone, in April, has tested positive for Ebola. The hospital was closed Nov. 11 after Sa-
lia, chief medical officer and surgeon, received the diagnosis. Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS.

day to keep his legacy alive as best we can.”

Inspired by grandfather
Kassig’s inspiration to pursue humanitarian work, accord-
ing to a recent story by Indianapolis Star reporter Brian 
Eason, came from his maternal grandfather, the Rev. Jerry 
Hyde, a United Methodist pastor who died in 2008.

Hyde was a leader of the Indianapolis Committee for Peace 
and Justice in the Mid-East, now known as Christians for 
Peace and Justice in the Mid-East, and an advocate for 
Muslim victims of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

His grandson, who briefly served as an Army ranger in Iraq, 
took a leave of absence in 2012 from his studies at Butler 
University in Indianapolis to work with the Syrian people 

through an aid group he founded, Special Emergency 
Response and Assistance or SERA. Kassig was interviewed 
by CNN in June 2012 while assisting Syrian refugees at a 
hospital in Lebanon.

According to the United Nations, some 2.5 million Syrian 
refugees are living in neighboring countries, and at least 
10.8 million people – including 6.5 million who are inter-
nally displaced –need assistance inside Syria.

In an email message, the denomination’s Indiana Confer-
ence encouraged all its members  “to pray for the Kassig 
family and the Epworth community.”

Those wishing to honor Kassig’s dedication to the Syrian 
people can contribute to the Syrian American Medical 

Society, his parents said.

They also remembered the families of the other hostages 
executed by ISIL– James Foley, Steven Sotloff, David Haines 
and Alan Henning.

“We ask people to continue to pray for the safe return of 
all captives being held unjustly and all people being op-
pressed around the world, and especially for the people of 
Syria, a land our son loved,” the Kassigs said.

Bloom is a United Methodist News Service multimedia 
reporter based in New York. Follow her at: http://twitter.
com/umcscribe or contact her at (646) 369-3759 or news-
desk@umcom.org

KASSIG CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

DECEMBER 2014

9 
http://twitter.

news

 2014

“We ask people to continue to pray for the safe return of 
all captives being held unjustly and all people being op
pressed around the world, and especially for the people of 

Bloom is a United Methodist News Service multimedia 
http://twitter.

 or contact her at (646) 369-3759 or news

DECEMBER 2014 2014

all captives being held unjustly and all people being op-
pressed around the world, and especially for the people of 

Bloom is a United Methodist News Service multimedia 
http://twitter.

news
http://twitter.

news
http://twitter.

news-news-

pressed around the world, and especially for the people of 

9



WIU Wesley Foundation receives an upgrade
MACOMB -- While a sunken lounge served the aesthetic 
and practical needs of students in the 1970s, concern for 
enhanced accessibility prompted the Wesley Foundation-
WIU to undergo a spring remodeling project. 

Members of the student leadership team worked closely 
with then-Wesley Foundation Director Chuck Hilman, the 
Foundation property committee and remodeler Rob John-
son (edifice remodel) to develop a plan for a substantial 
upgrade of the Foundation’s lounge. Primary funding came 
through a grant from the Fellheimer Trust.

The project required substantial pre-construction work 
on the main lounge, a smaller lounge and the foyer. Who 
provided the energy and sweat for demolition? Why, the 
enthusiastic and energetic students of Wesley Foundation. 
As the snowed piled high in West Central Illinois in Febru-
ary, WF students wielded hammers, mauls and pry bars to 
prepare for the remodeling crew. Walls were stripped to the 
studs, carpeting ripped out and the original floor decking 
and long wooden ramp removed.

Once the last nails had been pulled and demolition dust 
swept away, remodeling began in earnest. The sunken floor 
disappeared as the floor from the entrance throughout 
the lounge was raised to the same height. Drywall was 
replaced, walls and ceilings painted and carpeting was laid. 
The immediate improvement of the main lounge and newly 
developed small conference room prompted a decision to 
repaint the offices of the director and secretary. 

Extreme weather conditions denied the dream of having 
the project completed by Spring Break. Nevertheless, edi-
fice completed its work in May. By then, new furniture had 

arrived, including super extra comfortable lounge couches 
and chairs, along with a conference table and chairs. Once 
the construction firm finished, Wesley Foundation volun-
teers took on a substantial re-wiring and lighting project. 
The installation of functional lighting in the lounge, hall-
ways and main meeting room brought previously dull, drab 
rooms and common areas to life. Led by volunteer Brandon 
Mueller (husband of WF board member Jessica), Board 
member Gabe Wanck, and new WF Director Mark Hendrick-
son, the electrical project was conducted in the heat and 
sweat of mid-summer. 

With the lighting project completed and positive energy 
flowing freely, members of the Wesley Foundation Board 
and student leadership team spent several days prior to 
an August 22nd Back gathering painting hallways and 
landscaping the grounds. Volunteers removed a dated 
and dingy pole sign from the front of the building; it was 
replaced by custom-made new signs both front and back 
bearing the Foundation’s updated logo, emphasizing that 
“All Are Welcome.” 

On Sept. 7, a community-wide open house brought many 
visitors to the Wesley Foundation-WIU to experience the 
effect and celebrate the completion of the remodeling 
project. Persons familiar with the facility expressed great 
enthusiasm for the dramatic improvement in appearance 
and function of the facility. Some expressed the opinion 
that the Foundation had never looked better. Students have 
responded in kind, expressing gratitude for having such a 
warm and welcoming place in which to grow in faith, serve 
and commune.

Stretching your 
healthcare dollar
BY KENT KING-NOBLES
Chair, Pastoral Care and Counseling

With all the changes in the health insurance environ-
ment, this is a good time to remember other resources 
that are available to us.  For example, our Conference 
Pastoral Care and Counseling (and Preacher’s Aid) have 
made a Clergy Assistance Program available to our ac-
tive and retired clergy families.  This could be a helpful 
resource during this time of transition.  The Clergy As-
sistance Program includes some important benefits for 
clergy, spouses and dependents:

•  Up to six sessions of professional counseling ser-
vices per problem each year.  No insurance permis-
sion or diagnosis required.  No deductible.

•  Financial Counseling

•  Legal Consultation

•  Identity Theft Assistance

•  Eldercare Assessment and Services

•  Personal Diet and Exercise Consultation

Clergy families, all of these benefits come with your 
membership in the Conference, at no cost to you.

If you need help accessing these benefits, or learning 
more about them, you can contact our Clergy Assistance 
Program provider, Chestnut Global Partners, at 1-800-
433-7916.  You can also contact our Conference Pastoral 
Care and Counseling Coordinator, Shauna Summers, at 
shauna.r.summers@gmail.com.

Tax credit may 
benefit clergy
Low- and moderate-income workers can take steps 
now to save for retirement and earn a special tax credit 
in 2014 and years ahead, according to the Internal 
Revenue Service.

The saver's credit helps offset part of the first $2,000 
workers voluntarily contribute to IRAs and 401(k) plans 
and similar workplace retirement programs. Also known 
as the retirement savings contributions credit, the 
saver's credit is available in addition to any other tax 
savings that apply.

This tax reduction is often missed by clergy. Your con-
tributions to UMPIP may qualify if your income is less 
than $60,000 in 2014. Check with your professional tax 
preparer to make sure you are getting the credit.

Facts about Missions
Number of Global Ministries’ missionaries serving 
around the world:  More than 300

Average number of dollars needed to fully support one 
missionary per year: $55,000

Number of countries where United Methodist mission-
aries serve: 59

Website where you can read the bios of Global Minis-
tries’ missionaries: www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-
Work/Missionaries-in-Service

Number of Advance projects:  More than 950

Number of countries where the Advance projects are 
located:  More than 120

Website where you can learn about all of the Advance 
projects:  www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/
Search-for-Projects

Amount donated on Giving Tuesday 2013: $6.5 million 
online (a record for one day) through The Advance. A 
total of 11,000 individuals and churches in 34 countries 
gave more than 16,300 gifts through The Advance.

Conference NEWS

$1 million match for UMC #Giving Tuesday
The United Methodist General Board of Global Ministries an-
nounced that on Dec. 2, it will match up to $1 million in gifts 
made online to any project through The Advance as part of 
UMC #GivingTuesday.

Last year, a record $6.5 million was raised online through 
The Advance on UMC #GivingTuesday. Directors approved 
allocating matching funds dollar for dollar up to the first $1 
million in gifts to Advance projects received online on Dec. 
2, 2014, between 12 a.m. EST and 11:59 p.m. To stretch the 
matching funds, a maximum of $2,500 per individual gift to 
a project will be dispersed as matching funds and a project 
may receive a maximum of $25,000 in matching funds.

 Through The Advance, United Methodists can give to more 

than 850 United Methodist-related projects worldwide. 
Donors can also provide support for any of more than 300 
missionaries. Together, the projects meet a range of needs, 
from helping survivors cope with natural or civil disasters 
to helping communities build churches, feed and educate 
children, and equip hospitals and clinics.

 Global Ministries offers resources to promote and share the 
UMC #GivingTuesday campaign at www.umcmission.org/
givingtuesday

 To make a contribution, donors will go to www.umcmis-
sion.org/give on UMC #GivingTuesday and donate online 
to any of the hundreds of projects and missionaries listed 
there.

Trailblazer Alice Lee dies at age 103
MONROEVILLE, Ala. (UMNS) -- Alice Finch Lee may 

be a footnote in literary history as the older sister of Harper 
Lee, author of To Kill a Mockingbird.

But in United Methodist circles, she’s being remembered 
as an exemplary laywoman whose service and wise coun-
sel stretched across decades, and could be felt at the local 
church, conference and general church levels.

Lee, 103, died Nov. 17 in Monroeville. Funeral arrange-
ments are pending, said the Rev. Francis Turner III, pastor 
of First United Methodist Church in Monroeville. Survivors 
include her sister Harper, 88, who lives in a Monroeville as-
sisted living home.

Harper Lee dedicated To Kill a Mockingbird, a 1961 
Pulitzer Prize-winner and one of the best-selling novels of 
all-time, to Alice Lee and to their father. 

The novel’s hero, a lawyer who risks his life to defend a 
black man falsely accused of rape in Depression-era Ala-
bama, is named Atticus Finch. Alice Finch Lee was a female 
legal pioneer in south Alabama, practicing law in Monro-
eville from 1944 until she was nearly 100, and earning a 
reputation for unassailable integrity.

“She is Atticus in a skirt,” said the Rev. Thomas Butts, 
pastor emeritus of First United Methodist Church in Mon-
roeville, in introducing her for an award given her by the 
Alabama Bar Association in 2003.

During the 1960s struggle over integration, Lee left a 
standing order with ushers in her church that any African-
American seeking admission should be seated by her. She also, 
as an Alabama-West Florida Annual Conference voter, used a 
parliamentary maneuver to thwart efforts to block a commit-
tee report calling for acknowledgment of racial divisions.

Lee served as a Jurisdictional and General Conference 
delegate, and in 1976 became the first (and still only) woman 
to lead the Alabama-West Florida Conference delegation to 
General Conference. She served eight years on the South-
eastern Jurisdiction’s episcopacy committee, helping to make 
bishop assignments. She was a member of the General Council 
on Ministries for eight years, serving as treasurer and on the 
executive committee.

Photo courtesy of Marianne Lee
Dawn Wiggins Hare visits with Alice Finch Lee during a celebration for Lee’s 100th birth-
day at First United Methodist Church in Monroeville, Ala.
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Liberia Partners in mission together
More than 80 gather in Michigan from 14 conferences to discuss support for west African country
KAY DEMOSS
Senior Editor-Writer, Michigan Area

DETROIT (MIC) -- The more we get together, together, 
together … the more faithful we will be. The Liberia Partners 
Summit got together at Nardin Park UMC in Farmington 
Hills November 13-14. Did they get together because of the 
ebola crisis? No, the getting together was made more compli-
cated by the epidemic in West Africa. But these partners have 
been getting together for the past three years out of their love 
for Liberia.

While ebola was talked about and prayed over, the theme 
of the event was the power of relationship. Ellen Knudsen, 
Director of The Advance noted, “To most of the world, Libe-
ria is ebola. While ebola has everyone’s attention, this is our 
opportunity to share a positive message about God’s people in 
Liberia…what their needs are and where the hope is.”

The 80 participants from 14 annual conferences included 
two bishops, John G. Innis and Deborah Lieder Kiesey.

Missionaries Nancy Carew and Princess Jusu, preparing 
to return to the Women’s Training Center in Monrovia, were 
present to witness to the work of that UM institution.

Three other missionaries joined the conversation via 
skype. Technology enabled a powerful moment of blessing 
as their bishop and all gathered, prayed across the miles with 
Priscilla Jaiah, Mary Zigbou and Helen Roberts Evans.

The three women noted that emphasis now needs to move 
from crisis to prevention. “People who have recovered from 
ebola are being denied access to the community pump,” Evans 
said.

“School campuses are returning to bush as schools remain 
closed.” Uncertain when schools may re-open, the missionar-
ies expressed a hope that schools focus on health safety to help 
calm public fear and prevent further outbreaks.

Relationship are central
Daytime plenary sessions featured staff members from 

the General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM), each bring-
ing their area of focus to bear on healthy mission partnerships.

Relationship requires compassion: Rev. Patrick Friday
GBGM’s Director of In Mission Together, noted that a 

balance of “being and doing” will help make United Method-
ism “a movement once again.” He encouraged volunteers in 
mission to build fewer buildings and have more class meet-
ings. Friday quoted an African as saying, “Listening is not in 
Americans’ DNA.” 

Then he noted that listening is the key to moving beyond 
short-term, needs-based relief toward long-term, asset-based 
development. To listen to what is needed is more important 
than to assert, “This is what you need.” He urged a 50/50 
engagement among partners. “When partners are equal, we 
raise people up rather than pushing people down,” Friday 
concluded. “If your relationship is not 50/50, you may not 
have long-term impact and there may be bad side effects to 
your ministry.”

Relationship enhances coordination: Dr. Olusimbo Ige
The Senior Program Manager for Imagine No Malaria, 

Dr. Ige described the work of the Global Health arm of 
GBGM. She is presently supporting UMCOR’s ebola response 
in Liberia and Sierra Leone. She began by stressing that para-
lyzing effect of fear. “It robs us of the ability to interpret in-
formation directly.” She continued, “Ebola is a real threat, but 
given what we know of history and technology, I am confident 
that ebola will be brought under control.” 

The five health facilities in Liberia “with a Cross and Flame” 
have remained open throughout the epidemic, with Ganta Hos-
pital providing treatment. But setting up additional treatment 
centers is beyond the scope of the Global Health Unit. The role 
of GBGM in West Africa has been to coordinate the resources 
already available in-country and to assist in communication to-
ward the goal of infection control. “Confidence is an important 
factor,” Ige stressed. “What a respected person like a bishop or a 
chief says is very important. President Sirief has asked for ebola 
messages that are simple, clear and standardized.” 

Dr. Ige believes the corner has been turned in Liberia, 
because “of the President’s quarantine policies.” Unfortunately 
“hope has not cross the border into Sierra Leone,” she said.

Relationship requires trust: Rev. Jack Amick
The Assistant General Secretary for International Disaster 

Response for UMCOR, Amick expressed thanks for the health 

network that was already on the ground through Global Health’s 
work with Imagine No Malaria. So far $401,000 has been issued 
in nine grants to West Africa. Pop-up shelters (five in Liberia) 
and 400 PPE suits (protection kits for health workers) have been 
distributed. Ebola training has been given to Health Boards. 

Both Ige and Amick encouraged cash donations rather 
than material goods. “UMCOR is one of the fastest partners,” 
Amick noted. “It takes 10 days from a request to money in the 
bank.” He noted that more than in the past, disaster response is 
channeled through the general International Disaster Response 
Advance Special #982450. “We are required to spend money 
and spend it well and spend it quickly,” Amick concluded. “The 
more tightly money is designated, the harder it is to spend.” 

Relationship offers accountability: Ellen Knudsen
Knudsen, Director of The Advance for GBGM, began 

by saying, “If all of us look at the same priorities, we can get 
something done.” She described how The Advance has gone 
from 3,000 projects to 900 in order to enhance donor appeal 
and project effectiveness. Bishops, partners, and annual con-
ferences are all helping to identify priority projects. 

Connection grows
In fact, Advance Giving Records assisted in the creation 

of the network known as Liberia Partners. Churches, Con-
ferences, and individuals have been supporting projects in 
Liberia for years. But four years ago, Bunny Wolfe, Coordi-
nator of Mission and Outreach for the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference, was urged by Bishop Gregory Palmer to think 
beyond all the unrelated support that was being given on 
behalf of Liberia. Agreeing that the commitment to Liberia 
could be greater than a collection of random projects and 
efforts, Bunny used the Gifts Tracking System of The Advance 
to learn who was supporting Liberia.

Based on that search, invitations went out across the 
country and around the world. “We found partners we didn’t 
even know existed!” Wolfe says. Interested partners have been 
attending Liberia Partner Summits over the three years; the first 
two events were held in Illinois, with summit three moving to 
Michigan. Next year's event will also be held in the Detroit Con-
ference, Nov. 12-13, 2015. The Steering Committee, established 
in 2013, is headed by the Rev. Dr. Keith Zimmerman, retired 
elder from Illinois Great Rivers Conference. Member of the 
Steering Committee and Chair of the 2014 Summit Task Force is 
the Rev. Duane Miller, retired elder of the Detroit Conference.

“The big challenge,” Wolfe admits, “is to keep the focus 
on partnership. We determined from the beginning that this is 
not to be a forum for promoting favorite projects.” Her hoped 
for outcome of the 2014 Summit was twofold: deepening rela-
tionships and learning about best practices for partnership.

Eventually she hopes that Liberia Partners can come to 
an agreement on key areas to support. “The bottom line,” 
Wolfe says, “is that we can do so much more together than 
we can do separately.”

In an afternoon session on Friday, partners heard a 
statement of priorities from the Liberia Annual Conference. 

The Rev. George Wilson, Office of Connectional Minis-
tries in Monrovia, was unable to be present but shared, via 
Powerpoint, this list of top needs: 1. Agriculture; 2. Church 
Growth; 3. Repair of schools; and 4. Health and Wellness.

Partners then considered next steps toward collabora-
tion that could make a difference. Without identifying a 
particular project-related goal, there was consensus around 
three directions to take before the next summit:

•  Use resources produced at the 2014 Summit to start an 
education campaign in each annual conference that engages 
both district and congregations;

•  Create a closed Facebook Group to facilitate communica-
tion among partners and to avoid duplication of effort;

•  Affirm best practices such as contacting the Liberia Annual 
Conference before starting any project; use The Advance 
as much as possible; change the giving culture away from 
filling containers and toward sending cash 

Leaders offer blessing
In the evening the summit welcomed episcopal leaders 

to the pulpit of Nardin Park UMC. On November 13, Bishop 
John G. Innis praised God’s kindness toward the people of 
Liberia. “Every Sunday in every church it’s packed to capac-
ity,” he cried,” ebola or no ebola!” He thanked the church in 
the U.S. for suffering along with West Africa in this time of 
crisis. “The Lord is working in you. You come to Liberia to 
serve as agents of God, even in the midst of ebola.”

Innis noted that recent months have been a time for 
crying when “Ebola has said, ‘Do not shake hands!’”  An-
ticipating his return to a more healthy country this winter, 
the bishop expressed a desire to, “go to Liberia at the end of 
January expecting to shake hands!”

While not one of the event’s preachers, the Rev. Charles 
Bouyou, pastor of Detroit Second Grace UMC and member 
of the Detroit Conference Liberia Task Force, also offered 
enthusiastic words of grace. Born at Ganta Hospital in Libe-
ria, Charles and his mother were “tumbled” in an automobile 
accident when he was just six-days-old. “My mother grabbed 
me tightly, like an old rugged cross!” Charles recounts. Then 
back to Ganta for healing of his mother’s wounds.

“I stand here today grateful to Dr. Waters, a GBGM mis-
sionary, the doctor who cared for my mother twice. Because 
of that missionary I am alive today to say that the connec-
tional system binds the wounds of the bruised and heals the 
body and soul of the people who live in some of the toughest 
contexts known to humankind,” Bouyou said with joy. An-
other personal testimony to the power of relationship.

The offerings taken at the Liberia Partner Summit to-
taled $2,298.28. The dollars will be divided among Advance 
Specials supporting food and salary for teachers and UM-
COR’s response to ebola.

(Kay DeMoss is a senior editor-writer for the Michigan Area of 
The United Methodist Church)

” The big challenge is to keep the focus 
on partnership. We determined from the 
beginning that this is not to be a forum for 
promoting favorite projects.” – Bunny Wolfe

Photo by Mark Doyal 
IGRC Coordinator of Missions and Outreach Bunny Wolfe converses with missionaries Priscilla Jaiah, Helen Roberts-Evans and Mary Zigbou via Skype during the Liberia Partners’ 
Summit in Michigan. The three missionaries had just returned to Liberia to assist in the Ebola relief effort. 
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Bettie Story: a Steel Magnolia 
in her faith and life
BY HOWARD DAUGHENBAUGH 

There have been entirely too many of these gatherings 
this year—days of emptiness felt deep within our minds 

and spirits; times for remembering and 
mourning the loss of those brave spirits and 
stalwart disciples who have enriched our 
lives and steadily reminded us of the mission 
to which we have been called as the people 
of God and the body of Christ. 

About the time I think I’m beginning to 
heal from one of these losses there is another 

one.  Grief comes back in unexpected moments. That is the 
way it is, I suppose, when we look around and do not see 
and cannot converse with one who has enriched our lives 
and reminded us of our calling. 

The absence of Bettie Wilson Story from our commu-
nity is immense and reaches to the depths of our lives. How-
ever, the loss for God’s mission and Christ’s ministry here 
on earth is far greater than our own. I am deeply grateful to 
G. L., Anita, and Greg for giving me this opportunity to re-
member Bettie in this way at this time of Christian worship 
as we remember Bettie and her contributions to our lives.

Bettie, G. L., Judy, and I share a common heritage. We 
are all from the Deep South—Alabama for Bettie and G. L.; 
Louisiana for Judy and me. We were “Depression babies” 
born in the mid 1930’s tempered by World War II as chil-
dren. We came of age in the 1960’s honed by the Civil Rights 
Movement, dismayed by the Vietnam War, and renewed by 
Vatican II.

Contrary to the view of those who find such times to be 
experiences of anxiety and insecurity, we understand those 
years as the birth of what others have called the “Fourth 
Great Awakening” in our country’s history. For us it was a 
time of immense hope and new possibilities. Eventually our 
respective journeys encountered one another on the plains 
of central Illinois.

John McFarland in his blog, Christ in Winter, recently 
described Bettie as a person of the Word and the word. It is 
a perceptive and accurate observation. She wrote about the 
Word which wraps us in love, compassion, forgiveness, and 
justice with words that were faithful, deeply spiritual, and 
prophetic to the core. She lived and described the time of 
her “coming of age” with sentences infused with hope, chal-
lenge, and wisdom.

I first got to know Bettie during the years we spent as 
colleagues on the Conference Program Staff in the old Cen-
tral Illinois Conference. Bettie, G. L., Judy, and I spent hours 
sharing stories about our experiences in the Deep South. We 
learned that the place of our birth runs deep in our blood. 
It is still a moment of some consternation when Auburn 
University and Louisiana State University meet one another 
on a bright sunny Saturday afternoon in the fall.

However, we also learned that our adopted home in 
central Illinois has bestowed upon us the gift of becoming 
more complete disciples of Jesus Christ. Through her words 
and life Bettie constantly reminded me that striving to be 
true to God’s covenant with us is 
a matter of enormous challenge, 
significant, risk, and profound 
possibility.   

With her best Southern 
drawl fully intact Bettie taught all 
of us gathered here this morning 
and many more besides what it 
means to live the pilgrimage of 
faith. For Bettie, engaging this 
pilgrimage could not be confined 
to the life of the church. It had to 
be lived in the community.

Finally, I want to share with 
you a particular revelatory mo-
ment about Bettie. It occurred at 
the 1996 General Conference in 
Denver, Colo. Before proceeding 

let me ask: Do you 
have any idea what 
it means to refer to a 
Southern woman as 
a “Steel Magnolia?” 
Well, let me explain. 

It has more to do 
with strength than 
beauty, though beauty 
is certainly a compo-
nent of it. Basically it 
describes a Southern 
woman who exhibits 
a strength of body, 
spirit, and intellect 
that should never 
be underestimated.  As a Southern man, it took me a few 
bumps and bruises to learn that behind many feminine 
Southern drawls was a “Steel Magnolia.” 

No less was true of a couple of Secret Service agents 
at that General Conference in Denver. Hillary Rodham 
Clinton delivered a major speech to the gathered delegates. 
Following her speech she came down from the stage and 
“worked” the crowd. Our delegation had the good fortune 
of being assigned the second row. When Mrs. Clinton 
walked in front of our section, I decided to make my way to 
the table of the delegation just in front of us.

As I was shaking hands with Mrs. Clinton I felt this less 
than gentle bump on my left. I turned to see Bettie standing 
there with camera in her left hand, strap around her neck, 
and a right arm pushing away any who might interfere with 
her photograph. She was leaning over the chairs and table of 
the front row delegation. 

At that moment, two burly, serious-minded Secret Ser-
vice agents pushed Mrs. Clinton behind them and reached 
for Bettie’s camera. Just as Bettie jerked back on the strap 
Mrs. Clinton nudged the Secret Service agents along the 
row of seats. The camera and photo were preserved. 

The two women smiled at one another. One had de-
livered a stirring speech about the role of her faith in her 
political life. The other accomplished her journalistic goal. 
I will always treasure the experience of that moment when 
two “Steel Magnolias” thwarted the Secret Service. They car-
ried the evening.

In faith and life Bettie Wilson Story was a person 
whose faith and life manifested strength of spirit, mind, and 
mission. Because she traveled this journey with us here on 
earth we are better equipped to be faithful disciples of the 
covenant God has made with us and the ministry to which 
Jesus Christ has summoned us. Thanks be to God. 

(Rev. Howard Daughenbaugh is retired IGRC clergy 
and served as Council on Ministries Director for the former 
Central Illinois Conference; former district superintendent 
and former Assistant to the Bishop. His eulogy, printed above, 
was one of three offered during a Celebration of Life service 
on Nov. 5.)

Bettie Wilson Story
Bettie Wilson Story, former Conference Direc-
tor of Communications, died Nov. 1 at Heritage 
Health of Bloomington following a brief illness. 
She was 81 years old. 

Bettie’s celebration of life service was held on 
Nov. 5, at Bloomingon Wesley UMC , with Rev. 
Camilla Hempstead officiating.

She spent the next two decades working as the 
Director of Communications for the Illinois Great 
Rivers Annual Conference of The United Method-
ist Church and its predecessor, the Central Illinois 
Conference, retiring in 1998. There she edited a 
weekly newspaper, The Reporter, and received 
numerous accolades for her writing. In addition, 
she was an accomplished children's book author, 
publishing three novels and several biographies.

During her tenure as Conference Director of 
Communications, Bettie was named 1993 Com-
municator of the Year by the United Methodist 
Association of Communicators and was later 
inducted into the UMAC Hall of Fame in 2002.

Story a strong voice 
for technology
Editor, The Current:

I would like to bear witness to the strong impact 
Bettie Story had on the use of technology in 
United Methodist Churches.

I had the privilege of serving on the Communica-
tions Committee of the old Central Illinois Confer-
ence in the late 1970’s and early 1980’s. This was a 
time when churches were struggling with newly 
emergent technologies. Wireless microphones 
were a new phenomenon. Churches were just 
beginning to use cassettes to deliver worship and 
other materials to people in the community.

Under Bettie's leadership, lots of us learned 
to use the new automatic filmstrip projectors, 
16mm projectors, Super 8 cassette projectors, 
and other media devices through workshops and 
demonstrations led by Bettie. I remember once 
working with her on a slide show for the annual 
conference, setting up title slides on a Vic20 com-
puter, and shooting slide pictures of the monitor 
display. 

Bettie was a strong voice for moving more 
dramatically into the field of video projection 
(originally on BetaMax equipment, if my memory 
is correct). I well remember that Bettie always 
carried a Tandy 100 computer on which to take 
notes, and showed many of us how it could be 
used effectively.

We who use technology almost casually today 
need to honor the pioneers, such as Bettie Story, 
who saw the tremendous possibilities for using 
technology and worked to involve people in 
many ways in using it!

Dr. Alan L. Newhall
East Peoria
Retired IGRC Clergy

IGRC Communications file photo
Bettie Story (far right) are pictured with Rev. Bradley Watkins, Sr. and LaVon Wilson and several members of the Africa Univer-
sity choir when the choir visited a session of the former Central Illinois Annual Conference. Story was a long-time supporter of 
Africa University and along with the late Rev. Wayne Hess, served as co-chairs of the AU Task Force.
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