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(ABOVE)  Services of Ordination and Commissioning were held Sept. 
19 at Champaign Faith UMC. Ordinands Steve Barrett and Gary Motta 
congratulate one another (upper left), while Bishop Beard photo 
bombs Haley Hausman’s individual photo.

(LEFT) Two Rivers UMC took three gift boxes to local Rock Island 
schools in late August. Pictured is Principal Lance Clark and Wendy 
Verdugo of Frances Willard Elementary accepting the gift of a large 
box of cookies, chips, granola bars, and assorted snacks and treats.  
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PRIME THE PUMP
Something is happening in our world. 

Things are turned upside down and inside 
out. We have seen derecho windstorms, 
scorching heat, hurricane flooding, lightning 
induced forest fires, earthquake tsunamis, 
massive tornadoes, cyclone snowstorms, 
mega droughts, dust plume storms, a rising 
heat index in places where the temperature is 
normally steady and stable. All of these global 
anomalies cannot simply be linked together as, 
“climate change.” Something deeper and more 
profound is happening in our world.

My formative years were spent on a share-
cropper’s farm in rural Arkansas. Sometimes 
the pump got dry and it needed to be “primed” 
so that it could provide water. Once primed, 
the pump was able to function and fulfill its 
purpose. Our world, much like a dried-out 
pump, is struggling straining and stretching 
under considerable pressure. As an old farm 
boy, I find myself wondering if the pump is 
being primed? 

In nearly every corner of society we are 
fraught with challenges. The problems are 
plentiful during this pyromaniac period of 
pandemic, politics, protests and pressure. 
Maybe these are all signs and symptoms of a 
pump that is being primed and readied for a 
great outpouring.

Jesus gave a stern warning to folks in his 
day that were able to provide discernment 
based on the obvious outward observance of the 
weather but failed to see and understand that 
something greater and of spiritual significance 
was occurring. These brilliant scholars (my 
assessment), while looking for “a sign”, missed 
“the sign” (Jesus) that was right in front of them. 
My fear is that much of Christianity, like those 
in Matthew 16:1-4, are missing the opportunity 
that is currently presented.

Those who believe and profess Jesus Christ 
as Lord are standing on the brink of the greatest 
opportunity, we have ever had for proclaiming 
the gospel.  Folks around and across the globe 
are searching for answers. The ANSWERS are 
found in the life-changing, world transforming, 
good news of Jesus Christ.   

I believe that God is allowing the pump to 
be primed in order that we, followers of Jesus 
Christ, might fulfill our mission mandate of 
making disciples and converting the world. We 
need only to lift up our eyes to see the harvest 
fields ripe and ready. I can hear Jesus, during 
these turbulent days praying for laborers and 
sounding the alarm for the workers that are 
fraternizing in the break room. It is time for 
the church to receive this fresh outpouring in 
order that we might be prepared to pump forth 

blessings that can sustain folks for the long haul.  
Here are six things that Christians can do:

1. Pray the price for renewal.  The refreshing 
water will only come in answer to a 
concerted prayer initiative.

2. Continue to engage your communities 
and seek new ways to actively engage in 
mission ministry and outreach.

3. Develop new relationships outside of your 
“normal” circles. Listen to the hurts and 
pains that folks are dealing with. Look for 
opportunities to offer them good news.

4. Participate in the teaching/preaching 
series that I will be offering on “The 
Person and Work of the Holy Spirit.”

5. Give above and beyond your normal 
giving. Christian stewardship is essential 
for the ongoing work of every local 
congregation’s ministry and for the 
ministries of this Annual Conference. 

6. As you pray, ask the Lord to “open my eyes 
that I may see where you are working.”

Priming the pump is essential for long-
term sustained production. My hope is that 
individuals and churches will embrace the 
challenges of this day and will find new ways to 
lift up Jesus.

God Bless
Bishop Beard

DEATHS
Retired IGRC pastor, the Rev. 
Roy E. Burrill, died Sept. 15in 
Canby, Ore.

Rev. Burrill served 40 years in 
active ministry in the former 
Central Illinois Conference, 

retiring in 1990 from Petersburg. His wife of 70 
years, Jean Ann Kinne Burrill, died May 7, 2018.

No funeral arrangements have been announced.

Condolences may be sent to his daughter, the 
Rev. Rinya Frisbie, 1539 NE Laurelwood Cir, Canby, 
OR 97013-2960.

George I. Heineman, 87, 
died Sept. 13 in Springfield.

He was a member of 
Springfield Asbury UMC 
and was involved with the 
Taylorville Prison Ministry for 

10 years and was a chaplain at Memorial Medical 
Center in Springfield for 14 years. He served three 
years as a part-time local pastor, serving at Mt. 
Auburn in the Sangamon River District.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
staabfuneralhomes.com/obituary/
george-i-heineman/ 

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Marie 
Heineman, 1236 N. Milton Ave., Lot 73, Springfield, 
IL 62702-4457.

We have received word of the death of Rev. 
Robert Y. Butts, 87, who died Sept. 13 in 
Morgantown, Ind.

Rev. Butts was an elder in the Mississippi 
Conference, serving United Methodist 
congregations in Mississippi, Tennessee and 
the former Central Illinois Conference. He was 
a 29-year faculty member at Eastern Illinois 
University teaching in the Consumer and Family 
Sciences Department. He was also active on the 

EIU Wesley Foundation Board.

His wife, the former Kathleen Roberts, managed 
a satellite office for The Baby Fold in Charleston 
during the 1980's.

For a complete obituary, visit: http://www.
bcdemocrat.com/2020/09/14/robert-
yates-butts/ 

To leave online condolences, visit: https://
www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/
nashville-in/robert-butts-9355663

We have just received word 
that IGRC retired pastor, the 
Rev. David P. Morgan, 78, 
died March 19 in Alton.

Rev. Morgan served 30 years 
of active ministry, retiring in 

2004 from Sesser-Valier-Greenwood. He served 
an additional four years in retirement. He was 
preceded in death by his wife, Alice Faye Morgan, 
who died Feb. 8, 2018.

Funeral services have already been held.

Maxine C. Atkins, 93, widow 
of the Rev. John P. Atkins, died 
Aug. 28 in Moline.

Together with her husband, 
they served several churches 
in the former Central Illinois 

Conference, retiring in 1990 from Arthur. Rev. 
Atkins died May 12, 2002. Maxine held a master's 
degree in Christian Education from Duke 
University.

Cremation rites have been accorded and a private 
celebration of life service will be held at a later 
date. Memorials may be made to Preachers' Aid 
Society and Benefit Fund.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/

davenport-ia/maxine-atkins-9329668 
where online condolences may be shared with 
the family.

IGRC retired local pastor, the 
Rev. Chuck Cunningham 
died Aug. 31 in Effingham.

Rev. Cunningham served 
six years of active ministry 
as a part-time local pastor, 

serving Willow Hill, Falmouth and Woodbury 
UMC's in the Embarras River District. His wife, 
Janice also serves as supply pastor of Harmon 
UMC. He retired at the 2020 Annual Conference. At 
the time of his death, Rev. Cunningham was chair 
of the IGRC Commission on Archives and History.

For a complete obituary visit: https://www.
johnsonandsonsfh.com/obituary/charles-
cunningham where condolences may be left 
online or be sent to his wife, Janice Cunningham, 
30 N. Lakewood Dr., Effingham, IL  62401-1843.

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. 
Gary D. Bass, 80, died Aug. 
17 in Springfield.

Rev. Bass served 42 years 
of active ministry in the 
former Central Illinois and 

later Illinois Great Rivers conferences. He was 
a counselor on the Conference Council on 
Ministries for six years and served as District 
Superintendent of the Galesburg District from 
1986 to 1992. He retired in 2000 from Monticello 
UMC.

A complete obituary may be found by visiting: 
https://www.parkfuneralhomesinc.com/
obituary/RevGary-Bass 

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Helen 
Bass, 4101 W. Iles Ave., Apt. 2201, Springfield, IL  
62711-7145.

BISHOP  
Frank 
Beard

APPOINTMENTS
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard appoints the 
following:

Lester Graham to Dahlgren, Cache River District, less 
than ¼ time, effective Oct. 4.

James Oppedal to Chester Mississippi River District, ¼ 
time, effective Sept. 1.

Robert Baker to Argenta, Sangamon River District, ¾ 
time, effective July 1. He previously served Argenta and 
Warrensburg.

Lorinda Carlson to Maples Mill, Illinois River District, 
½ time, effective Sept. 1. This is her first appointment in 
IGRC.

Angel Luis Gomez to Twin Rivers Parish – Church of 
the Cross-Hampton Grace, Spoon River District, ½ time, 
effective Sept. 1.

Steve Lobb to Chestnut, Sangamon River District, 
less than ¼ time, effective Sept. 1. This is his first 
appointment in IGRC.

Steve Lobb to Elkhart, Sangamon River District, 
less than ¼ time, effective Sept. 1. This is his first 
appointment in IGRC.

Rao DeLao to Salem Trinity-Iuka, Kaskaskia River 
District, ¾ time, effective Sept. 1. This is her first 
appointment in IGRC.

Michael Madden to Springfield Cotton Hill, Sangamon 
River District, effective Sept. 1. This is his first 
appointment in IGRC

Dawn Beaven to New Holland, Sangamon River 
District, less than ¼ time, effective Sept. 1. This is her 
first appointment in IGRC.

Patricia Hutton to Latham, Sangamon River District, ¼ 
time, effective Sept. 1.

Al Sample to Mt. Pulaski, Sangamon River District, ¼ 
time, effective Sept. 1.

Photo courtesy of Two Rivers UMC

APPOINTMENTS CONTINUED ON  PAGE 2

Photos by Bob Schafer

T H E  C U R R E N T    |   O C T O B E R  2 0 2 0   |   1

https://www.staabfuneralhomes.com/obituary/george-i-heineman/
https://www.staabfuneralhomes.com/obituary/george-i-heineman/
https://www.staabfuneralhomes.com/obituary/george-i-heineman/
http://www.bcdemocrat.com/2020/09/14/robert-yates-butts/
http://www.bcdemocrat.com/2020/09/14/robert-yates-butts/
http://www.bcdemocrat.com/2020/09/14/robert-yates-butts/
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/nashville-in/robert-butts-9355663
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/nashville-in/robert-butts-9355663
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/nashville-in/robert-butts-9355663
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/davenport-ia/maxine-atkins-9329668
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/davenport-ia/maxine-atkins-9329668
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/davenport-ia/maxine-atkins-9329668
https://www.johnsonandsonsfh.com/obituary/charles-cunningham
https://www.johnsonandsonsfh.com/obituary/charles-cunningham
https://www.johnsonandsonsfh.com/obituary/charles-cunningham
https://www.parkfuneralhomesinc.com/obituary/RevGary-Bass
https://www.parkfuneralhomesinc.com/obituary/RevGary-Bass


Region 7 mitigations removed
SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Department 
of Public Health announced Sept. 18 that 
Public Health Region 7 (Kankakee and Joliet 
area) had sufficiently reduced the spread 
of the coronavirus that causes COVID-19 
and that the region could remove tier one 
mitigation restrictions and return to Phase 4 
safety guidance. The announcement can be 
read here: https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/
news-item.aspx?ReleaseID=22101 

The churches of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference can safely return to the public 
health practices described in Phase 4 
guidance of the “Coming Back to the Heart 
of Worship” document found here: https://
www.igrc.org/coronavirus. In summary 
Phase 4 cautions include:

• Churches may gather for any purpose 
in groups of less than 50

• Churches may gather out of doors in 
any group size with proper distancing

Churches, with larger rooms may gather 
indoor groups of up to 25% of the room 
capacity but may not exceed 100 people 
in total. Beginning July 12, churches may 
exceed the 100 attendees limit at a limit of 
25 percent of room capacity if they have 
a local church-approved comprehensive 
safety plan that outlines their procedures 
for appropriate social distancing, cleaning, 
contact logging and education of the 
congregation.

• Social distancing, face masks, and 
other precautions should be taken.

• Churches should not practice group 
singing while the congregation is 
present.

• Children’s ministry programs may 
resume, cautiously

The lay and clergy leaders of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference continue to do a 
great job in keeping their congregations and 
communities as safe as possible during this 
ongoing public health emergency. 

Their commitment to avoiding harm is a 
powerful ongoing witness to loving their 
neighbor and honoring the teachings of 
Jesus Christ. If you have questions about 
IGRC public health safety guidance, 
please feel free to contact your District 

Superintendent or Curtis Brown, Dir. of 
Connectional Ministries at cbrown@igrc.org.

Restroom cleaning  
guidelines relaxed
SPRINGFIELD – Conference officials have 
announced a change regarding the cleaning 
of restroom facilities on page 10 of the 
current version of the Coming Back to the 
Heart of Worship document.

Under the section on drive-in services the 
wording is changing to:

“In Phase 3, restroom facilities in the 
church building may be used. Arrange for a 
volunteer to clean the facility regularly and 
monitor that people keep social distances as 
they enter and exit the building and facilities. 
Facilities may be fully opened in Phase 4, but 
they will need to be maintained, monitored, 
and sanitized regularly.”

The previous guidance of cleaning after 
every use was more stringent than 
guidelines issued by the Centers for Disease 
Control and the Illinois Department of 
Public Health. The guideline was written at 
a time when there was still a lot of concern 
of surface transmission of Covid-19. As 
health officials have better understood how 
the virus is passed, concern over surface 
contact has lessened that at the time of the 
document's original writing.

The updated version can be accessed 
for download at: https://www.igrc.org/
coronavirus 

Second round of technology 
grants offered through Oct. 30
SPRINGFIELD – In the spring, the 
Congregational Development Committee 
offered a matching grant for churches to 
assist in the costs related to online worship.

The committee has decided to open the 
application process again for a limited time 
(deadline: Oct. 30) for churches which 
either did not apply or applied for less than 
the full $500 matching grant.

If your church is engaged in online 
worship and have found a need to upgrade 
equipment or if your church is moving to 
offering online worship, you can submit an 
application. (Note: The application requires 
specific plans and budget.)

Download the application by visiting: 
https://files.constantcontact.
com/72d8f968001/9652fad0-c682-42a0-8436-
80b28cd98f85.docx 

World Communion Sunday  
resources available
Download the 2020 World Communion 
Sunday Pastor and Leader Kit, which 
includes social media graphics, videos, 
offering talk, bulletin inserts and other 
resources to use during your celebration.

• Use social media graphics as visuals to 
enhance sermon illustration points.

• While worshippers are gathering, play 
a World Communion Sunday video as a 
prelude to the worship experience.

• Use the 2020-21 Special Sundays 
planning calendar located in your 
Pastor and Leader Kit to implement 
your promotion schedule (see 
page 13-15). Feel free to adjust the 
planning calendar schedule to fit your 
congregation's schedule.

Visit https://www.resourceumc.org/en/
content/world-communion-sunday-pastor-
and-leader-kit to access the Pastor and 
Leader Kit.

Pastor Kit resources are also available in 
French, Spanish and Korean: sermon starter, 
bulletin insert, offering talk, liturgy, poster 
and social media graphics.

Encourage your congregation to give online 
at: https://www.UMC.org/SSGive. You may 
also use this opportunity to launch your 
church's online giving. Send contributions 
to the World Communion Sunday offering to 
your annual conference treasurer.

In United Methodist Churches around 
the world, a special offering is collected 
on World Communion Sunday to fund 
scholarships for seminarians. One half of the 
proceeds is for World Communion Sunday 
Scholars administered by the General Board 
of Global Ministries. The remaining one 
half is for the Ethnic Scholarship Program 
and the Ethnic In-Service Training Program, 
which are administered by the General 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry.

World Communion Sunday began 
at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 1933. 

The Rev. Hugh Thompson Kerr and his 
congregation sought to demonstrate the 
interconnectedness of Christian churches, 
regardless of denomination.

Rev. Kerr appropriately chose the sacrament 
of Holy Communion to symbolize this unity.    

In 1940, the Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America, which included all of the 
predecessor denominations of The United 
Methodist Church, adopted World-Wide 
Communion Sunday.

Disability Awareness Sunday
SPRINGFIELD – In the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference, Disability Awareness Sunday is 
celebrated on the last Sunday in September. 
Therefore, this year it is scheduled for 
September 27th, but it can be celebrated 
on any Sunday that is convenient to your 
congregation. 

The offering collected on this Sunday goes 
to provide grants to churches who want 
to make their church more accessible 
architecturally and/or “attitudinally” through 
programs and such. 

More information, including worship 
planning resources, may be found at https://
www.igrc.org/disabilitysunday. Information 
about accessibility grants, including the 
stories of a few previous grant recipients, 
is available at https://www.igrc.org/
disabilityawarenessgrants.

Important numbers for  
2021 budget building
SPRINGFIELD – Important information that 
will assist local churches in their 2021 budget 
planning is now posted on the IGRC website.

The numbers are located in the IGRC 
Finance and Benefits section of the 
website. The information on minimum 
salaries, average compensation, pensions, 
health benefit allowance and IRS mileage 
reimbursement rate.

Visit: https://www.igrc.org/numbersfor2020 
for the listing of these numbers. Download 
the apportionment information for 
your church at: https://www.igrc.org/
apportionments.  

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

C H R I S T I A N
C O N V E R S A T I O N S

RACISM AND LATINOS: THE WALL  
OF SEPARATION AND FEAR

Growing up with institutional racism
BY RICH PECK

In 1934, I didn’t emerge from the 
womb with any concept of race.

I was shaped by a society that 
shielded me from understanding 
the difficulties experienced by 
people with darker pigmentations.

No, I did not grow up in the deep 
South, but in the largely segre-
gated city of Denver, Colorado.

There were no African Americans in my neighborhood, none 
in my elementary school, none on my Pop Warner football 
team, none in my junior high and none in my high school.

This was prior to the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education ruling. 
There were no school buses. We walked or rode bicycles to 
schools in our neighborhoods.

In the 1950s, Denver had five high schools: North, South, 
East, West and Manual high schools. White students attend-
ed the four high schools designated by city areas and took 
college prep classes; minority students attended Manual 
High School, where they learned manual arts.

Even today, Manual High School is only 5 percent Caucasian.

While I was not specifically taught that African Americans 
weren’t as smart as Anglo Americans, I am sure the city 
structure had an effect on me.

While I can’t remember being taught to fear African Ameri-
cans, not growing up next to people of color and not attend-

ing school with them made me leery.

I grew up without television, without cell phones and without 
the internet. I was unaware of all the George Floyd incidents 
that I’m sure were occurring in Denver and across the nation.

It wasn’t until I attended college that I had the opportunity 
to have a few Black friends who helped me understand 
they were just as smart and often smarter, but because of 
institutional racism, they did not have the same advantages 
as I did.

Sadly, when I entered seminary, I found The Methodist 
Church had a structure similar to my city high schools.

When the north and south branches of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church reunited in 1939, African Americans were 
assigned to the Central Jurisdiction, a segregated structure 
similar to Manual High School.

That structure persisted until the 1968 merger that formed 
the current United Methodist Church.

After graduating from seminary, I moved to New England, 
where I again found institutional racism.

Following the Supreme Court’s ruling on Brown v. Board of 
Education that discontinued the belief that separate meant 
equal, Providence, Rhode Island, belatedly initiated a plan to 
integrate the schools.

However, the 1962 plan called for residents in South Provi-
dence, a predominantly African American community, to 
be bused to Caucasian communities, but schools in South 
Providence were all to be closed.

For the first time, I made a timid response to a call for racial 
equality. The African American community demanded that 
some of their neighborhood schools be renovated and some 
white students be bused into their community.

In order for their request to be heard, Black educators es-
tablished a “Freedom School” at Washington Park Methodist 
Church. While I was serving as a chaplain at Brown Universi-
ty and had no training as a junior high teacher, I volunteered 
to serve as a math teacher.

I was given a classroom, math books and some 30 African 
American junior high students.

After the first few days, one of the students raised his hand 
and asked, “Are you really an arithmetic teacher?” I had to 
admit that I was not, but I was doing the best that I could.

In the end, the Providence School Board reversed its position 
and renovated two schools in South Providence.

Fifty-eight years later, I lament that I am sitting on the side-
lines while people of all ages and colors are demonstrating 
against racial injustice. I know that most police officers are 
people who are trying their best to treat all people fairly, 
but I also know these officers are influenced by decades of 
institutional racist policies and practices.

I hope and pray the large number of protesters will help us 
take another step toward creating a community with justice 
for all.

(Peck is director of communication for United Methodist Men 
in Nashville, Tenn.)

BY THE REV. DAVID MALDONADO

The current public 
discussion of racism toward 
Black people in the United States 
is much welcomed. However, 
other people of color must not be 
overlooked. 

Latinos are among those 
who have been largely ignored. 
Yet, Latinos are also subject 
to the pain and consequences 

of racism, systemic racism and a dark history of 
marginalization and violence. The El Paso massacre at a 
Walmart store last year is an example of the violence that 
has brought fear to the hearts of Latinos across the nation.  

The border wall, promoted and endorsed by many, 
cuts deeper than simply serving as a national boundary. 
It is more than a physical wall between the United States, 
Mexico and the rest of Latin America. The wall reflects 
and is symbolic of the fear many white Americans have 
toward Latino immigrants, and by extension, other 
Latinos living in the United States.  

The accompanying public disdain and negative 
attitudes toward Latino immigrants affects the Latino 
population across our nation. Latino immigrants have 
gone into hiding once again, and the other Latinos 
who are not hiding experience suspicion and are often 
perceived and treated as unwelcome immigrants.  

At the core of the anti-immigrant attitude and 
treatment is the sense of white superiority, fear of the 
foreigner and how immigrants will change the culture 
of this nation. In other words, the fear of the minority 
becoming the ethnic majority fuels much of the actions 
and attitudes against immigrants and Latinos who bring 
with them their language and cultures. The wall is a 
symbol of fear and separation, a physical barrier that 
speaks volumes about how Latinos are perceived and 

treated. They are viewed as foreigners and therefore 
different; they do not belong here. The fear is that Latinos 
will change our communities and nation. 

Such broad fear and pushback toward Latinos is an 
injustice, and it challenges the core values and beliefs of 
our Christian foundations.

Such attitudes and actions are not new. History 
reminds us of Manifest Destiny and how it led to the 
conquest of the Southwest and the grabbing of territory 
along the way, both Native and Hispanic, imposing white 
American culture, religion and social /political structures. 
Manifest Destiny is solidly founded on the notion 
that the white American population was God’s chosen 
people, called to conquer, populate and control the 
continent. Historically, Hispanics experienced lynching, 
racial oppression, segregation and social/political 
marginalization.  

The church was an integral part of Manifest Destiny 
as it bought into the notion that the populations 
encountered along the way were not only racially inferior, 
but their religions and cultures were as well. Roman 
Catholicism was defined as an inferior and ignorant 
religion, and thus it was important to convert the 
Latino population to Protestantism. Protestantism was 
brought into the conquered territories, first as a service 
to the Anglo population, and then later as a mission to 
populations already here. Missionary work was meant to 
convert Hispanics and as a means of acculturation.   

As The United Methodist Church, we are challenged 
by our history of racial and ethnic separation. Although 
language played an important role in developing 
separate structures and congregations, the church has 
been an integral player in white flight, as Anglos and 
congregations fled their old neighborhoods, resulting in 
those neighborhoods becoming poor barrios. 

Rather than embracing the new Latino arrivals, 
many churches simply ran away from the new population 
seeking whiter areas in the suburbs. Instead of adjusting 

to the new realities of urban neighborhoods transitioning 
to more diversity, the church abandoned these areas and 
sought more compatible white areas.

Some suggest that such church action was not racist 
nor were its members racists, but that the church was 
simply following the next generation of people who were 
moving to the suburbs. It was reconnecting families as an 
effort to survive. Conversion was perceived and promoted 
as part of the evangelization mandate.

Our church has indeed taken steps to respond to racial 
issues by establishing agencies and integrating staff at the 
national level. At both the conference level and in local 
churches, the church has initiated “Hispanic ministries.” 
However, many of these initiatives continue the separation 
of our past. And the church has dragged its feet.  

Addressing racism requires more than resolutions 
and specialized minority ministries. Overcoming the 
sense of white superiority will require the broader United 
Methodist Church to look inwardly as congregations and 
as connectional structures. This is not a simple call for 
statements of repentance but a call to take intentional 
steps of fully embracing the Hispanic population — 
especially the immigrant.   

The church must go beyond public statements of 
support and justice, given what is happening in our streets 
today. The church cannot live in blind denial. The church 
should not go from the assumption of white superiority to 
white dominance. It must enthusiastically embrace God’s 
diverse creation and our human community as one family 
as its guiding theological and social principles.  

This will require a new heart and a renewed spirit, 
rejecting the past and embracing the present and future 
reality in which God’s diverse creation will be celebrated 
and lived daily.

(Maldonado is a retired elder from the former Rio Grande 
Conference and Perkins School of Theology. He and his 
spouse, Charlotte, live in Albuquerque, N.M.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

APPOINTMENTS CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 1

Kristine Joanne McMillan to Maquon-Douglas, Spoon 
River District, ¾ time, effective Sept. 1. This is her first 
appointment in IGRC.

Rolando Renteria to Annawan Parish, Spoon River 
District ¾ time, effective Sept. 1. This is his first 
appointment in IGRC

Eduardo Manuel Escamilla Morales to Moline 
Riverside Associate, Spoon River District, effective Sept. 
1. This is his first appointment in IGRC.

Andy Hoskins to Deer Creek, Illinois River District, ¼ 
time, effective Sept. 1. This is his first appointment in 
IGRC.

Sarah Henry to Faithful Followers, Iroquois River 
District, less than ¼ time, effective Sept. 1. This is her 
first appointment in IGRC.

Daewook Kim to Urbana Jesus Love Korean Ministry, 
Iroquois River District, ¾ time, effective Sept. 1. Rev. Kim 
is an elder member of another annual conference. This 
is his first appointment in IGRC.

Emily Little to East Peoria First Associate, Illinois 
River District, ½ time, effective Sept. 1. This is her first 
appointment in IGRC.

Supply not appointed
Janice Cunningham to Falmouth-Willow Hill, Embarras 
River District, ¼ time, effective Sept. 1. This will be in 
addition to serving at Harmon where she will continue 
to serve.

Ava Williams to Easton, Sangamon River District, ¼ 
time, effective July 1. This is her first assignment in the 
IGRC.

Change of Status
Randy Huckleberry, discontinuation of supply not 
appointed assignment, Crossroads UMC, Cache River 
District, effective Sept. 1.

Kellie Huckleberry, discontinuation of supply not 
appointed assignment, Crossroads UMC, Cache River 
District, effective Sept. 1.

Keith Michaels, discontinuation of appointment, 
Bethel-Grafton, LaMoine River District, effective Aug. 31.

Bishop’s Invitation to Pursue a “Heartwarming” Experience
I believe that I need, and that the people of the United Methodist Church, 

need another “heartwarming” experience. I believe in and am committed to 
allowing the Holy Spirit to fashion, form , and transform us into the nature 
and likeness of Jesus Christ. The presence of Christ breaks down barriers that 
cause division, foster injustice, promote racism, and schism. I need a fresh 
touch, what about you?

The Lord has been nudging me to lead a series on “The Person and Work of 
the Holy Spirit.” I offer this series as a starting point for dismantling racism and 
addressing systemic changes that must have its beginnings in each individual 
person. We cannot change the world until we are personally changed!  

John Wesley could not change the world until he had been changed and 
his own heart had been touched with the power of the Holy Spirit. I believe the 
missing dynamic in most of our churches is a fresh touch from the Holy Spirit. 

Feel free to use this video resource individually, in small groups, or as a 
congregation. My hope is that God will use it to assist in the restoration and 
renewal that we all need.

Series starts October 2, 2020.
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CHAMPAIGN FIRST CREATES FUND  
TO ASSIST STRUGGLING STUDENTS

DECATUR – “We are called to BE the church, not neces-
sarily to be IN church!” Decatur Sharon UMC has taken 
that challenge seriously this summer!

Vacation Bible School looked and felt a little different this 
year but even COVID-19 could not keep the annual, five-
day event from taking place in July. Utilizing funds the 
church received through the Forward in Ministry grant, 
the VBS team purchased a video camera and tripod to 
tape daily segments that would be accessible online. 
Free editing software was used to polish the finished 
product.  

These lessons were available to anyone who visited 
the church website from July 20 – Sept. 1. Children (and 
adults) were able to participate in five different stations 
through these taped segments. They learned new songs, 
heard Bible stories, heard stories and made connections 
with children around the world experiencing many of the 
same things they were, and created some neat gizmos 
and crafts. Sharon UMC’s own VBS team led and taught 
the material in the segments. (There is a special blooper 
reel on the church’s website – www.sharondecatur.org) 

There was a special perk for those who did register 
for VBS. Online registration was officially open for four 
weeks, and those who registered received packs filled 
with all the “fun stuff” that they would have enjoyed and 
looked forward to at a normal in-person VBS including 

daily papers, crafts, game 
ideas and supplies, snacks 
and lots of theme-specific 
treasures. Curbside pickup 
times for the packs allowed 
families to come to the 
church and receive waves 
and smiles from friendly 
faces. 

Registrations came not only 
from our local community 
but from Kentucky and New 
York. Packs were shipped 
to those children at no cost. 
One registration even came 
from a missionary family in 
Ecuador who had planned 
to host a VBS in their community but had been unable 
to get materials due to problems with the mail during the 
pandemic. While it was too cost-prohibitive for us to send 
a pack, the little girl was still able to view and participate 
in VBS.

But Sharon UMC wasn’t done yet!

On Aug. 15,  10 volunteers went to East Bay Camp to 
do whatever needed to be done. As it turned out, what 
needed to be done was weeding and sprucing up the 

grounds. Work, lunch, devotions (and the pastor 
attending Annual Conference!)  all made for a 
pretty good day!

Then, on Aug. 26, nearly 35 people -- church 
members and beyond -- gathered on the shad-

ed parking lot of the church, surrounded by corn and 
bean fields, to pray for an end to violence. We finished 
in good United Methodist fashion, covenanting together 
to “put feet on our prayers” and to allow our prayers to 
change us and become proactive about ending violence.

Church camps, church lawns, internets, church parking 
lots, corn fields, coal fields, and pioneering villages -- the 
work of the church is not always IN the church. Sharon 
UMC was blessed to continue important ministries de-
spite everything going on in the world.

Sharon UMC takes up challenge to BE the church

Cool Beanz Food Drive brings a bounty

CHAMPAIGN – In response to the UMC Stand 
Against Racism campaign, Champaign First UMC has 
created the Love, First Student Support Fund to help 
schools in Champaign provide services and opportunities 
for struggling students.  During this time of COVID-19, 
the fund is being creative and nimble in supporting 
students and teachers at Dr. Howard Elementary School.  

The first project was to provide a mid-morning snack 
for students.  When in-person learning was cancelled, the 
plan shifted to providing snacks for students coming to 
“Help Center” schools for assistance with remote learning.  
When Help Centers were cancelled, Champaign First 
quickly jumped at the opportunity to provide tote bags 

for books and supplies as well as answering the call from 
Superintendent Dr. Susan Zola to provide school supplies 
for students in need.

Going forward, the Love, First Student Support 
Fund will be looking for ways to support teachers and 
students as they navigate the challenge of remote learning.  
When in-person learning resumes, the snack program 
will go into action.  Volunteers will provide support 
in classrooms as in-person contact becomes safe.  For 
this year, the focus will be on serving at Dr. Howard 
Elementary School which is a mile from Champaign First.  
As the fund grows, support will be expanded to other 
schools in need.

In this quickly changing ministry, the congregation 
of Champaign First raised $3,000 to provide the funding 
to purchase 325 tote bags and 150 sets of school supplies.  
The United Methodist Foundation of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Annual Conference, Inc. has pledged $5,000 
to secure the funding for the snack program for one 
semester once in-person learning starts. 

The school year will bring many challenges but 
Champaign First is dedicated to bringing Love, First to 
students, teachers, and families at Dr. Howard Elementary 
School and making sure that all students have what they 
need to succeed.

Photos courtesy of Ruth Moore

Photos courtesy of Decatur Sharon UMC

BY. JENNY STAWICK
Manteno UMC 

MANTENO – After reading an email about the IGRC 
matching grant program for food assistance, I imme-
diately contacted our school superintendent to see if 
she knew of local families that could use the support 
of grocery gift cards.  She informed me that during CO-
VID quarantine 150-200 students a week are picking 
up breakfast and lunch at our local high school and it 
was not going to continue over the summer.  

I presented to our Outreach team, and it was an easy 
decision to spend $500 of our budget to receive an 
additional $500 from the IGRC to provide $1,000 in gift 
cards to local families. Our school district was thrilled 
that they could distribute ten $100 gift cards to families 
they knew were in great need once their school-
sponsored program ended.  This generosity from our 
church and the IGRC inspired something really special 
to happen this summer in Manteno.   

Matthew 23: 35: “For I was hungry and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me.” These times are unlike 
anything any of us had ever experienced and it felt 
like a necessity to continue distributing food to these 

Manteno families. So, I contacted all of the 
churches in Manteno and every church 
agreed, stepped up, and worked together 
to put together a breakfast and lunch gro-
cery distribution program.  We combined 
our financial and volunteer resources to 
provide an 11-week drive-up grocery dis-
tribution program housed at the Manteno 
United Methodist Church.     

The churches worked together to raise 
$9,500 which paid for enough food to 
feed 250 families throughout the 11-week 
program.  This summer program was so 
inspiring.  Families from ages 2 to 80, worked together 
to assemble and distribute bags of groceries through-
out the summer.  Once word got out into our commu-
nity, one family started delivering 30 dozen eggs every 
week, one local church dropped off produce from their 
garden to share with families, and the money poured 
in to pay for it all.  Due to COVID, we decided it was 
safer to collect money and have one person purchase 
the groceries to distribute.  

Every Monday morning, families would pull up in 
front of the church and we would fill their trunks with 

family-friendly breakfast and lunch items, including 
bread, milk, juice, eggs, lunch meat, fresh fruit and veg-
etables, and lots of easy to make breakfast and lunch 
foods.  Often with tears in their eyes, people would 
pull away, bless, and thank us.  You could feel the relief 
and gratefulness of every person that drove away.  We 
prayed with many of these families and over all of the 
food every week.  It was truly a wonderful ministry in 
Jesus’s name.  Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

IGRC FOOD ASSISTANCE GRANT 
INSPIRES BIG OUTREACH

ROCK ISLAND – The Cool Beanz food drive was a 
huge success, delivering a bounty of high-quality 
and much-appreciated groceries to the Saturday 
Meal Site. 

Many people came to Cool Beanz to drop off a bag 
of groceries and get a new mug, including several 
members of Two Rivers Church. On social media, 
the congregation saw many non-members share 
the information, leading to a few new followers of 
the church's Facebook page. There were also cash 
donations from outside the church to the meal site 
ministry.

More important than all of that, however, was the 
food and the smiles from our guests who took it 
home. There was a round of applause raised when 
Ellen Martin announced the extra food giveaway. 
Guests were especially appreciative of the cans with easy-open lids and the healthy choices of quinoa 
salads that were donated. There was enough that more will be given away next week.

Upon delivering the food to church, owner Annette Hutto expressed interest in remaining in partnership 
with Two Rivers and doing similar projects in the future. As we move forward, the church look for ways 
that they can partner to help serve the Rock Island community.

BY. JENNY STAWICK

Family Ministry Director, Manteno UMC 

MANTENO – “Who built the Ark? 
Noah! Noah!”

As we are all trying our best to think 
outside of the box to reach our children 
during the COVID pandemic, we had to 
be extra creative with our Vacation Bible 
School program this summer. Our VBS program usually has 130-150 
people in attendance and we knew that was not going to work. With 
the help of our two summer interns, Andrew Klopp and Madie Monk, 
we developed a traveling VBS program based on the story of Noah’s 
Ark (another global disaster) and we brought VBS to the front yards 
of our kids. 

We had two small teams of leaders. We shared our VBS for an 
hour twice throughout the week at 8 different front yards throughout 
Manteno with small groups of smiling masked faces. We participated 
in socially-distanced story time, games, songs, crafts, and of course, 
snacks. We made crafts that didn’t involve shared materials and we 
played games that encouraged keeping our distance while having so 
much fun. We used STEM materials to design arks and decorated 
large paper arks with animal stickers. 

We hunted for pairs 
of plastic animals, played 
pool noodle tag, had 
a water balloon toss, 
competed in animal 
charades, and completed 
various obstacle courses. 

Even our weather 
cooperated and provided 
a very cloudy week 
without any rain, a great 
backdrop to tell the 

story of Noah. Noah was a perfect story to share with our kids during 
COVID, God did not promise we will never experience storms, but 
He has promised He will be with us during them. Genesis 9:16 (NIV) 
“Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember 
the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every 
kind on the earth.”

Traveling VBS 
a success at 
Manteno UMC

Warsaw Trinity and 
Hamilton UMC’s have been holding 
outdoor services all summer.  A church 
member from Warsaw, Priscilla Blecha, 
graciously allowed the churches to use 
her yard that is located on the bluff of 
the Mississippi River in Warsaw and 
overlooks Missouri and Iowa across on 
the west side of the river divided by the 
mouth of the Des Moines River.  
What a glorious way it is to celebrate 
Sunday mornings and listen to the music 
of Pastor Zack Glenn and the message 
he shares with us in the beautiful 
weather.  Church goers bring their lawn 
chairs, masks and socially distance in 
the yard of the house. For the members 
who can't make it or friends that live 
away from here, you can see Pastor Zack 

live on Facebook at 10:00 am.  It has 
been truly a blessing to be able to  

sit outside and enjoy all of God's 
blessings on us.

Photo courtesy of Kim Nagel

Photo courtesy of Two Rivers UMC
Along with this gift box, which was put in a common room where 
the entire staff can take what they please, they were given small 
cards with words of encouragement and thanks. In addition 
to the Frances Willard, Rock Island Academy and Earl Hanson 
Elementary schools also received gift boxes.
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UNITED STATES DISASTER RESPONSE
When disasters happen, it is local churches that 

provide the first response to their communities. This basic 
understanding – that disaster response is local – forms 
the foundation for UMCOR’s U.S. disaster training and 
response efforts.

When responding to a disaster in the United States, 
UMCOR works with the conference disaster response 
ministries to provide the following:

• Financial assistance - emergency grants may be 
sent when a bishop of the affected conference 
contacts UMCOR

• Expertise - UMCOR's disaster-response experience 
and knowledge are made available to those in need

• Networking - connections with volunteers, experts, 
local government and other organizations can help 
communities recover from disaster.

Current Disaster Response
UMCOR and its partners are responding to disasters 

in the United States every day. Join us in prayer for 
the affected areas and consider giving to UMCOR U.S. 
Disaster Response to support these efforts. 

Hurricane Sally: In response to the major flooding 
caused by Hurricane Sally, UMCOR is in contact with 
conference disaster response coordinators in Mississippi, 
Alabama and Florida. UMCOR is helping to meet 

immediate needs with financial support, awarding a 
solidarity grant to the Alabama-West Florida Conference. 
More than 1,600 cleaning kits from the warehouse in 
Decatur, Ala. – two truck loads full – have been sent 
to the impacted areas. The dedicated work of local 
emergency response teams and conference disaster 
response coordinators is sustaining the relief effort at this 
time.

Hurricane Laura: UMCOR awarded solidarity grants 
to the Louisiana, Texas and Mississippi Conferences to 
meet immediate needs. UMCOR-trained Emergency 
Response Teams are present and working in effected 
areas. As the response continues, UMCOR will work 
with conference disaster response coordinators and help 
coordinate cleaning kit distribution as well as supplies 
and PPE for volunteers. As the recovery for this storm will 
take years, UMCOR will also provide case management 
services.

Wildfires in the West: UMCOR is in communication 
with the affected annual conferences across multiple 
states as they face and respond to the massive spread 
of wildfires. Solidarity grants have been awarded to the 
Pacific Northwest and Oregon-Idaho Conferences.

Midwest U.S. Derecho: Relief efforts for the 
widespread damage caused by the mighty high-wind storm, 
or “derecho,” in places such as Iowa and Northern Illinois 
are being organized by UMCOR-trained conference disaster 
response coordinators. Emergency response teams have 
been deployed and UMCOR is in communication with the 
impacted conferences. A solidarity grant has been awarded 
to the Iowa Conference.

For the latest update and how you can be involved 
in Iowa, contact: Pastor Catie Newman, Iowa United 
Methodist Disaster Response Coordinator. Disaster.
response@iaumc.org, 712-899-4067 call or text.

Hurricane Isaias: Through the Caribbean and all 
along the eastern coast of the United States, heavy wind, 
rain, flooding and tornadoes brought damage.

Puerto Rico was hit hard while still engaged in 
recovery from Hurricane Irma, Hurricane Maria, the 
December 2019/January 2020 Hurricane swarm, and 
a major economic disruption related to COVID-19. 
UMCOR awarded a solidarity grant to support the 
response efforts of the Methodist Church of Puerto Rico 
(MCPR).

Emergency response teams have been deployed 
in many states. UMCOR is working with the North 
Carolina, Virginia, Pennsylvania/Delaware and Eastern 
Pennsylvania Conferences. UMCOR awarded a solidarity 
grant to the North Carolina Conference to support their 
response to coastal damage and tornado recovery.

Hurricane Hanna: UMCOR awarded a solidarity 
grant to undergird the relief and response of the Rio Texas 
Conference. The conference deployed emergency response 
teams and received cleaning kits for flood-affected 
households.

Flooding in Michigan: UMCOR awarded a solidarity 
grant to the Michigan Conference in response to the 
flooding brought on by heavy rains and dam failures in 
central Michigan in late May. The grant provided material 
support for early response teams as they stabilized, 
secured and cleaned out the homes of many survivors 
as well as personal protective equipment for responding 
United Methodist churches. UMCOR-trained case 
managers are working alongside clients as they navigate 
recovery.

Southeastern U.S. storms and tornadoes: In response 
to the deadly storms that swept across many southern 
states in the spring, UMCOR awarded solidarity grants 
the Tennessee Conference, Mississippi Conference, North 
Alabama Conference, South Carolina Conference and 
North Georgia Conference to support initial relief efforts. 
UMCOR continues to be in close communication with 
conferences during recovery efforts. A recovery grant has 
been awarded to the Tennessee Conference for the March 2 
tornadoes and hail storm.

U M C O R 
D I S A S T E R  R E S P O N S E

INTERNATIONAL DISASTER RESPONSE
When a natural or human-caused disaster strikes outside 
of the United States, UMCOR serves as the primary chan-
nel for United Methodist assistance. In the short-term, 
UMCOR provides funds to our partners to distribute food, 
hygiene supplies, shelter and other basic needs to ease 
human suffering. In the long-term, we work with local 
partners towards recovery and reconstruction.

In its programming approach, UMCOR adheres to Sphere 
Minimum Standards in humanitarian response and the 
International Committee of the Red Cross Humanitarian 
Code of Conduct. UMCOR works through capacity build-
ing efforts and accompaniment to support that partners 
do the same.

Current UMCOR international responses
Explosions in Beirut: UMCOR has awarded solidar-
ity grants to The Middle East Council of Churches, the 
Forum for Development, Culture and Dialogue and the 
Joint Christian Committee (Department of Service to 
Palestinian Refugees, Lebanon) in support of their local 
response to the August 4 explosion. These funds will 
help to procure and deliver essential food and hygiene 
supplies, nonfood items such as bedding and cooking 
supplies, and provide psychosocial support for vulnerable 
children and adults.

Flooding in Nepal: Monsoon rains have resulted in 
flooding and landslides in several municipalities across 
the country. As of mid-July, more than 300 homes have 
been damaged; hundreds of people have died, are 
injured, or have been reported as missing. An UMCOR 
solidarity grant is providing immediate relief as-
sistance in the form of food kits and hygiene 
supplies for rural communities.

Tropical storms Amanda and Cris-
tobal: In late May and early June, 
Amanda and Cristobal impacted 
regions across El Salvador. 
Amanda has been considered 
the worst storm to affect El 
Salvador in 22 years. An estimated 
2,800 hectares of crops were dam-
aged and around 30,000 structures 

were damaged or likely destroyed by flooding and 
landslides. A grant to the Salvadoran Lutheran Synod 
is providing assistance through food baskets, medicine 
and hygiene kits, metal material for roof repair and small 
stoves to 130 families affected by the storms as well the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

Flooding in East Congo: The people of East Congo en-
dured severe flooding that claimed lives, homes, church-
es and schools in late April. UMCOR is working with both 
the North Katanga and East Congo episcopal areas and 
is offering support to the local disaster management 

coordinators and volunteers as they respond to urgent 
community needs. Food such as rice, cornmeal and oil 
have been distributed to flood survivors.

Taal Volcano Eruption in the Philippines: In partner-
ship with UMCOR, the Manila Episcopal Area Disaster 
Management Office identified and distributed food and 
water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) needs to those 
displaced by the eruption in mid-January. Continued 
coordination and communication in the disaster recovery 
efforts are ongoing, such as working to restore liveli-
hoods once evacuees return to their villages.

Two numbers to remember – 
901670 and 982450 
For 80 years, and in this unprecedented time of one 
disaster after another, UMCOR has been swift to offer 
relief and is committed to the fullness of recovery.
When giving to UMCOR, remember two Advance 
Special numbers. If the disaster is within the United 
States or its territories, designate your gift to Advance 
Special 901670 – U.S. Disaster Response. If your gift 
is for an international disaster, designate your gift 
to Advance Special 982450 – International Disaster 
Response. In both cases, designate in the memo line 
the specific response to which you are giving (i,e. 
California wildfires, Hurricane Laura, etc.)
Giving may be done online by clicking at the follow-
ing two links:
• U.S. Disaster Response – https://advance.umcor.

org/p-620-umcor-us-disaster-response-and-
recovery.aspx 

• International Disaster Response – https://
advance.umcor.org/p-641-umcor-international-
disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx 

You may also make your offering to your local church 
who will send your gifts on when remitting its month-
ly payments to the Conference. 100 percent of your 
offering goes to its intended purpose – something 
that no other organization can claim when giving to 
disaster response.

IGRC Advance 6800 –  
Conference Disaster Response
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference also has an 
Advance Special number for the IGRC Disaster 
Response Fund. 

Funds are used to address disasters within the  
Illinois Great Rivers Conference or to fund volunteers 
who go outside the conference to assist in disaster 
response efforts.

UM News Photo by Mike DuBose
The Rev. Catie Newman prays with John W. Weaver in front of a neighbor’s wind-
damaged home while a United Methodist volunteer team makes emergency repairs 

to his roof in Marion, Iowa. Weaver’s mobile home was severely damaged during 
a derecho windstorm Aug. 10. Newman is the disaster response coordinator for 

the Iowa Conference. See related story on page 10.
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BY SAM HODGES

GULF BREEZE, Fla. (UMNews) – St. Paul UMC in 
Gulf Breeze, Fla., had only recently had its roof and stucco 
redone. The landscaping got some tender loving care, too.

“We were really proud of that. And now we’re missing 
a bell tower,” said the Rev. Christina Shaver, pastor.

Hurricane Sally blew slowly and torrentially through 
west Florida and south Alabama early on Sept. 16, and 
among other damage caused St. Paul’s bell tower to fall 
into the second tier of the roof. That let water into the 
sanctuary.

But Shaver is determined to have a worship service 
Sunday — online or outside — and she’s sure she and her 
church will take Hurricane Sally in stride. 

“A lot of people, including me, have been through 
worse than a bell tower falling. So we’ll be OK,” she said.

“We have around 50 churches in the district, and 
most of them are minimally damaged,” said Ron Toole, 
disaster response coordinator for the Pensacola District 
of the Alabama-West Florida Conference. “Most of that is 
water. We had rain for about 36 hours.”

At least one death so far is attributed to Hurricane 
Sally, which packed winds of 105 mph and dumped about 
3 feet of water in the streets of Pensacola, Fla., causing 
white caps in downtown streets. 

Along with flooding, the coastal area is facing 
knocked-out bridges and piers, as well as many downed 
trees and power lines. The Associated Press reported that 
more than 500,000 residential and business customers 
were without electricity in Florida, Alabama and Georgia 
as of early Sept. 17.

The storm had weakened to well below hurricane 
force but continued to drop potentially flooding rains as it 
moved through Georgia and into the Carolinas.

The Rev. Daniel Randall, pastor of Lillian UMC, in 
Lillian, Ala., recalled a noisy, frightful few hours with the 
slow-moving hurricane.

“The word I used to my wife all through the night 
was, 'I love the Lord, I trust the Lord, but this is unnerv-
ing,’ ” he said.

Lillian United Methodist, near Perdido Bay and not 
far from the coast, had its steeple toppled over in the 
storm. Randall said the parsonage’s privacy fence was 
damaged, and there were trees down as well.

The church has been having outdoor worship services 
during the pandemic, and Randall hopes one can happen 
Sunday.

“We’ll have to get the debris up,” he said.
Orange Beach UMC, in Orange Beach, Ala., is in an 

area badly hit by the storm. The Rev. Jim Kinder, pastor, 
said he’d been in touch with church members who had 
lost “everything.”

But the church itself is in a relatively high spot and 
fared comparatively well.

“We’ve had a lot of shingles torn off, so we’ve had 
some water damage,” he said. “But if we had electricity 
and the parking lot cleared, we could have church today.”

Orange Beach had begun to meet again in person 
only last Sunday. If electricity is not restored by this Sun-
day, Kinder still hopes there can be a service outside.

“This is a time we need to see each other, even if we’re 
wearing masks,” Kinder said.

The Alabama-West Florida Conference was still as-
sessing the hurricane’s effects.

“It appears many of our churches were spared significant 
damage,” the conference reported late on Sept. 16. “There are 
several cases of roof damage; water entry; and downed trees/
fences on church property and at clergy homes.”

The conference expressed appreciation for a $10,000 
solidarity grant from the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief.

About 800 flood buckets were being delivered to the 
Loxley, Ala. area, and another 800 to Pensacola. The con-
ference plans to set up volunteer centers and will be send-
ing early response teams with UMCOR-trained leaders.

Lara Martin, interim director of UMCOR’s U.S. di-
saster response, said early response teams were deploying 
as well from the Great Plains and Mississippi conferences 
and will be ready to work when conditions allow. 

Mellie Thomas, Mississippi Conference disaster re-
covery project manager, said Mississippi received minimal 
damage and is working on helping conferences that had 
more damage in both Hurricane Laura and Hurricane 
Sally, especially Louisiana and Alabama-West Florida.

“The Mississippi Conference is making flood buckets 
to restock our depots,” she said.

Martin noted that further assessments will guide 
UMCOR relief efforts.

“We work on designing a program and supporting a 
response locally,” Martin said. 

(Hodges is a Dallas-based writer for United Methodist 
News. Vicki Brown and Kathy L. Gilbert contributed.)

CHURCHES PICK UP AFTER SALLY

Fires, coronavirus complicate Western disaster relief
BY JOEY BUTLER 

SUSANVILLE, Calif (UMNews)  – The wildfire crisis 
ravaging California for weeks took a dramatic turn and 
spread into the Pacific Northwest, feeding off dry condi-
tions and strong winds. 

The fires have led to at least 35 reported deaths, consumed 
more than 3 million acres in California, almost 1 million 
acres in Oregon and destroyed entire towns in Washington. 

Following a hurricane or tornado, the natural response for 
church disaster relief teams and volunteers is to spring 
into action immediately, descending on the affected 
area with whatever is needed — chainsaws, generators, 
bottled water and food.

Such a response isn’t possible in a wildfire. Many are 
expected to burn for several more weeks before contain-
ment. Once the fires are extinguished, the Environmental 
Protection Agency must inspect the area for toxins before 
declaring it safe for homeowners or work crews, since 
many older homes could have lead paint or asbestos.

“That’s the big difference between fire and tornados or 
hurricanes: You can’t move in immediately,” said Judy 
Lewis, disaster relief coordinator for the California-Pacific 
Conference. “For a fire that’s going today, we may be able 
to get into those neighborhoods by November.”

That’s one reason Sonja Edd-Bennett, disaster relief coor-
dinator for the California-Nevada Conference, said she’s 
not ready to receive non-local volunteers right now. 

Her conference is working with National Voluntary Or-
ganizations Active in Disaster, a nonprofit association of 
disaster relief organizations, to help survivors of the CZU 
Lightning Complex fire in the Santa Cruz and San Mateo 
area. That fire, started in August by lightning strikes, 
burned more than 80,000 acres, destroyed more than 
1,400 buildings and led to one death.

Edd-Bennett said the most urgent need is cash donations 
and wildfire buckets, a variation of the cleaning buckets 
promoted by the United Methodist Committee on Relief. 

“We’ve got 500 buckets coming and I’m hoping for 500 
more,” she said. “People who are able to go back to their 
homes will need one as they return.”

On top of helping to clean, UMCOR-trained Early Re-
sponse Teams serve as a caring presence when survivors 
go home, especially if their house has been lost.

“We’re beside them as support as they retrieve any 
valuables that may have survived,” Edd-Bennett said. “It’s 
important for most people to go back, though I’ve worked 
with some who were so traumatized that they never want 
to go back.”

Boulder Creek United Methodist Church is located in the 
area affected by the CZU fire, and the town of Boulder 
Creek was forced to evacuate. The Rev. Clyde Vaughn, 
pastor, reported that several members’ homes will require 
thorough cleaning from smoke damage before being livable 
again and one family in the church lost their home entirely.

“It is a young family with two children. The tragedy is 
magnified because they do not have renter’s insurance, 
so our members are doing what they can to help them 
recover,” he said.

The church had already been worshipping online due to 
COVID-19, so now members tune in from wherever they 
are now staying — some as far away as Colorado.

At its first service after the evacuation, lay speaker Ted 
Bond preached on the psalms, which he said are often 
songs of lament where faithful people cry out in distress. 
He said it’s understandable to be sad, scared, even mad 
at God after such a tragedy.

“It’s OK to have these feelings, but I also encourage you 
to look for the surprise blessings. Has God been present 
to you in this time of distress?” he asked.

The coronavirus is another complication to the church’s 
standard response to disaster.

“We can’t do much right now because of COVID-19 and 
the state mandates we’re currently under,” said Lewis. 

“Normally we’d have coordinated groups come in to help 
distribute necessities, but people can’t come pick them 
up due to the lockdown.”

Lewis also described the difficulty in housing evacuees. 
Area convention centers that typically serve as shelters 
have to operate at limited capacity, which also limits the 
support her teams can provide.

“Normally we’d work with the kids, bring things to keep 
them occupied, encourage them to keep up their school-
work,” she said. “They see Mommy and Daddy crying, 
and they don’t know what to do. We try to give a positive 
experience in a negative situation and I feel bad we can’t 
do anything.”

Edd-Bennett said that even as the fire recovery effort is 
beginning, she’s also encouraging residents to prep their 
land for potential landslides. The area normally gets a lot 
of rain and now that the fires have removed the vegeta-
tion, landslides are likely, which she considers “disasters 
upon disasters.”

Greater Northwest Area Bishop Elaine JW Stanovsky 
shared Edd-Bennett’s concern for what may lurk around 
the corner in what has already been a year filled with 
tension and trauma.

In a letter to her episcopal area, she wrote, “We call out to 
God, seeking mercy. Seeking relief. Seeking just one day 
when we do not feel danger near at hand and it doesn’t feel 
like the weight of the world is on each of our shoulders.”

Though the recovery will be long and difficult, Lewis 
said bringing hope in a seemingly hopeless situation is 
exactly what the church is called to do.

“People need to see the face of the church; we want to 
bring hope... even if it’s just giving them a gas card or 
food,” she said.

(Butler is a multimedia producer/editor for UM News. 
Kathy L. Gilbert, news writer for UM News, contributed to 
this report.) 

Photo courtesy of Todd Rossnagel
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey of the Louisiana Conference and members of the cabinet 
pray with Rev. Andy Goff of Maplewood UMC. 

(LEFT) A Coast Guard Sector Ohio Valley Shallow Water Response Team 
rescues nine people and one dog Sept. 16, near Navarre Beach, Fla., after they 
were stranded by Hurricane Sally.  (CENTER) The steeple at Lillian (Ala.) United 
Methodist Church dangles from its mounting in the wake of Hurricane Sally. 
(ABOVE) Florida National Guard soldiers from Bravo Troop, First Squadron, 
153rd Cavalry Regiment, 53rd Infantry Brigade, assist residents of Escambia 
County, Fla., on Sept. 16 after Hurricane Sally passed through the area. 

(LEFT) Wildfires burn during a mid-August night near Susanville, Calif. A 
series of wildfires has destroyed more than 30,000 acres of land around 
Susanville. (CENTER) U.S. Army soldiers from the California Army National 
Guard’s Task Force Rattlesnake out of Redding, Calif., put out a fire Sept. 1, 
near Scott’s Valley during the CZU Lightning Complex Fire in Santa Cruz and 
San Mateo counties. (ABOVE) Part of a chimney (center) is all that remains of 
the home of a church family from Boulder Creek United Methodist Church in 
Boulder Creek, Calif. The family, a young couple with two children, are safe, 
sheltering in Santa Cruz, Calif., but their possessions are a total loss. 

Louisiana should expect four-year recovery period, UMCOR says
BY DAN CURRAN 

ATLANTA  – Early assessments of the devastation in 
south Louisiana caused by Hurricane Laura indicate the 
region should expect to be in a state of recovery for a 
three to four year period, according to the United Meth-
odist Committee on Relief and local conference disaster 
response leaders.

Hurricane Laura, which at landfall on Aug. 27 was more 
powerful than Hurricane Katrina, was a Category 4 Atlan-
tic hurricane that tied an 1856 hurricane as the strongest 
one on record to make landfall in Louisiana, as measured 
by maximum sustained winds.

More than 200,000 customers in Louisiana remained with-
out power as of Thursday, Sept. 3, according to the Loui-
siana Public Service Commission. The total deaths related 
to the storm has risen to at least 24 in Texas and Louisiana 
combined. Eight of those deaths in Louisiana are related 

to carbon monoxide poisoning from generators.

At present, the Louisiana state emergency declaration 
has been expanded to 14 parishes. With ongoing assess-
ments further inland, it is expected that number will grow 
exponentially.

Anecdotal reports indicate there are thousands of 
evacuees in hotels across Texas, Mississippi and in New 
Orleans.

Elaine Burleigh, the Louisiana conference disaster re-
sponse coordinator trained by UMCOR, has been in close 
contact with Lara S. Martin, interim director of UMCOR’s 
U.S. disaster response. Martin and her team have been 
providing guidance to Burleigh and other conference 
DRCs in impacted areas as they coordinate disaster 
response efforts and plan their recovery programs.

UMCOR issued grants to address immediate needs to 
United Methodist conferences in Louisiana, Mississippi 

and Texas. Along with pre-positioning supplies, UMCOR 
is now adding to that support with more cleanup kits and 
masks, and with school kits for distribution to evacuee 
children. UMCOR continues to leverage the expertise 
of the U.S. disaster response team, along with these 
resources, to support communities across the multistate 
response and recovery effort.

“Hurricane Laura’s 150-mile per hour winds caused such 
severe damage that the health and well-being of the 
people of the region will be impacted for years to come,” 
said Roland Fernandes, general secretary of Global Min-
istries and UMCOR. “We are praying for the people of the 
region and hoping the 2020 hurricane season turns out 
to be better than predicted.”

“UMCOR is best known for our disaster case manage-
ment work supporting repairs and connecting families 
to existing resources and government programs on the 

ground,” said Martin. “However, with Hurricane 
Laura, the region will need an outpouring of 
support in order to respond to the pressing 
needs being discovered day-by-day, and so 
we can also plan together for the long-term 
recovery from this devastation.”

For reference, UMCOR’s Hurricane Sandy 
recovery efforts concluded after five years 
and its Hurricane Harvey program ended after 
three years.

Early estimates said the region could be with-
out power for four to six weeks. This is now 
more likely to be three to four months due to 
damage to the infrastructure.

In northeast Texas, the most severely impacted 
communities appear to be Orange County, 
Beaumont, Jasper and Newton.

UMCOR has provided support and counsel 
to conference disaster response coordinators 
in Texas, helping them respond to Hurricane 
Laura-related needs.

Currently, state and federal authorities are 
working with homeowners to conduct self-
assessments that then become registrations 
for service (a new FEMA process for disaster 
survivors).

(Dan Curran is a public relations consultant for 
Global Ministries and UMCOR.)

LOUISIANA CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

LOUISIANA CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

U.S. Coast Guard photo courtesy of Sector Ohio Valley  
Shallow Water Response Team

Photo courtesy of the Rev. Daniel Randall

U.S. Air Force Photo by TSgt. Christopher Milbrodt

Photo by Doug Magill, U.S. Army Photo by Staff Sgt. Eddie Siguenza, U.S. Army National Guard

Photo courtesy of the Rev. Clyde Vaughn, Boulder Creek UMC
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C O N F E R E N C E
N E W S

BY SHAUNA SUMMERS, LCPC, NCC
IGRC Coordinator of Pastoral Care and Counseling

Based on the response we have already received from 
IGRC pastors, Pastoral Care and Counseling has decided 
to offer this sponsored training (individual cost $29.95) 
to local church leaders and chairpersons, mental health 
professionals, first-line workers, and anyone else interested 
in knowing what to say, and what not to say, to someone 
who is feeling suicidal.

Before becoming a counselor, I have talked with people 
whom I suspected were suicidal and I didn’t know what to 
say or ask that wouldn’t make things worse. Not knowing 
what to say can feel so helpless. Suicide happens so much 
more often than we think. “On average, one person died by 
suicide every six hours in the state [of Illinois]” according 
to the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention. This 
is a pre-COVID-19 statistic. The article “Suicide Mortality 
and CoronaVirus Disease 2019” suggests that suicide rates 

will increase because the unprecedented public health 
actions needed to contain the epidemic are also risk 
factors for suicidal ideation (Journal of American Medical 
Association). 

After this FREE to you one-hour interactive webinar, 
you will not feel helpless anymore. In addition to the 
online training, you will receive an electronic version of the 
QPR booklet and printable wallet card immediately after 
finishing the training. Key components covered in training 
include:

• How to Question, Persuade and Refer someone 
who may be suicidal

• How to get help for yourself or learn more about 
preventing suicide

• The common causes of suicidal behavior
• The warning signs of suicide
• How to get help for someone in crisis

As the online training teaches, economic stress, loss of 
connection to community and religious resources, social 
distancing and lack of regular contact with loved ones, as 
well as restricted access to mental health care (wait time, 
job.insurance loss) are all risk factors for suicide, but they 
are also necessary public actions needed to lessen the 
spread of COVID-19.

Pastoral Care and Counseling of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference wants you to know how to recognize 
when someone is suicidal, what questions to ask or not ask, 
and then how to get them to a mental health professional. 
Your friend, co-worker, family or even your pastor could be 
affected, no one is immune. Reach or give out the National 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline number 800-273-8255 and to 
text TALK to 741741 to reach the Crisis TEXT Line. 

Pastoral Care and Counseling expands suicide prevention training

Pollex publishes book of prayers for teens

U M C O R  D I S A S T E R  R E S P O N S E /
C O N F E R E N C E  N E W S

MT. VERNON – Rev. Deborah 
Pollex, spiritual life coordinator at 
Spero Family Services (formerly 
the United Methodist Children’s 
Home), has published a prayer 
book, Hey God, I Want to Talk to 
You, but I Don’t Know What to Say.

The book which contains more 
than 50 prayers is for youth who 
would like to pray to God but might 

be struggling. It is borne out of her experience in 
working with abused and neglected teens.

“Although written for youth with trauma from 
abuse or neglect, these prayers are helpful for any 

teen who questions or struggles to pray amidst the 
uncertainties and challenges of life,” Pollex said.

She wanted to make it simple for a young 
person to pick up the book and find a specific 
prayer that addresses that with which they are 
struggling at that moment. “This book was 
written to help youth understand that we can be 
honest with God; prayers aren’t only about hope, 
gratefulness and joy, they can also be raw, messy 
and full of anger and doubt.”

The book is available on Amazon.com at: 
https://www.amazon.com/Want-Talk-Dont-
Know-What/dp/1096307634 

UMW Annual Meeting
SPRINGFIELD – The Annual Meeting of 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference United 
Methodist Women will be held virtually on 
Saturday, Oct. 3, beginning at 9 a.m.

IGRC Communications has worked with the 
leadership team for the Conference meeting 
as well as leadership teams for five of the 10 
districts to provide technical support for its 
District annual meetings during September.

Register to attend and the call-in 
information is provided in the confirmation 
email. Register at: https://www.igrc.org/
umwmeetings  

I AM Her Leadership Summit
CHICAGO – Join the General Commission 
on the Status and Role of Women and the 
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary 
for I AM Her Women's Leadership Summit 
Oct. 8-10 

The summit will be hosted virtually with 
keynote speaker Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber. 
Find the full conference schedule and 
registration.

Register online by visiting: https://www.
garrett.edu/events/i-am-her-womens-
leadership-summit-2020 

The I AM Her Women’s Leadership Summit 
is not your ordinary conference. It’s a 
movement of women coming together to 
Be Inspired, Be Empowered, and to Be 
Equipped to do the work both personally, 
professionally and within The United 
Methodist Church to connect.

The summit will focus on worship, 
relationship building and network mapping 
along with various courses to help 
participants learn how women in leadership 
have overcome challenges, and created 
solutions that supported their success.

There will also be opportunities to learn 
how to build your professional network and 
maximize its potential. 

Registration for the full conference is $39 
for those residing in the United States. 
Registration for Central Conference 
attendees is free. If you are in need of 
financial assistance due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, please email Rev. Pamela Pirtle at 
ppirtle@gcsrw.org. 

#Still in Mission web series
ATLANTA, Ga. – #StillInMission Episode 21 
will take place on Thursday, Oct. 22 at 7 p.m.

Panelists include:

Kennedy Cruz, Community Development 
Specialist with the Community Health and 
Agriculture Development Program in South 
Korea.

Guillermo Berman, Coordinator for the 
Methodist Mission Border Ministry in Mexico.

Debbie Dornon, Coordinator of Expatriate 
Services as the Tansen Hospital in Nepal.

A Brocano, English Program at Sunbeam 
Language and Vocational Center in 
Southeast Asia.

Registration is required for this event, and 
you can do that by clicking here. During the 
meeting, we will break into small groups to 
hear individual presentations.

You can choose the missionary you would 
like to hear more from in the registration in 
the question, ‘Which missionary would you 
like to hear more from?’

Register for the webcast by visiting: https://
gbgm.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIlf-
GprjktHdTO2lxIJHYT4j3t6mnYI9Lj 

Mediation skills training
LOMBARD – The Lombard Mennonite Peace 
Center is offering its Mediation Skills Training 
Institute for Church Leaders (MSTI) on two 
different dates -- Oct. 5-9 and Nov. 16-20.

This workshop equips participants with 
the skills and knowledge necessary 
to deal effectively with interpersonal, 
congregational, and other forms of group 
conflict. Given that this event will be 
conducted remotely, participants will need a 
device with both a camera and microphone 
in order to participate fully.

For details and a registration form, consult 
this MSTI Brochure (https://lmpeacecenter.
org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/MSTI.2020.
Broch_.rev_.pdf)  A complete list of our 
upcoming 90-minute webinars and our 
popular daylong workshops — including 
Conflict Transformation Skills, Healthy 
Congregations, and Leadership and Anxiety 
in the Church, which are ideal for groups — 
can be found on the LMPC Events Calendar. 

Questions? Call the Lombard Mennonite 
Peace Center at 630-627-0507, or email:  
Admin@LMPeaceCenter.org. 

NCJ Mission Academy to be  
virtual Oct. 9-30
NORTH CANTON, Ohio – The North Central 
Jurisdiction's Mission Academy will be aired 
virtually online from Oct. 9-30.

Single sessions will be offered daily at 1 
p.m. CDT. Register for one session or for the 
entire slate of sessions.

Download the event flyer at: https://files.
constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/8883577f-
c9f0-4b30-a241-dcfb370f90c7.pdf 

Register online at: https://www.umvim.org/
ncjacademy 

Conference Archives opens  
in a new location
MT. VERNON – The Conference Archives 
of historical records and documents is now 
open at Mt. Vernon Wesley UMC in Mt. 
Vernon.

Conference Archivist Kenyon Reed is 
available on a part-time basis to assist 
you with historical searches. Reed works 
Monday and Wednesdays 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. and 1 to 5 p.m.; and on Fridays from 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 1 to 4 p.m.

The Archives' phone number is 217-299-
4866 or you may email the Archives at 
archives@igrc.org. The mailing address is: 
IGRC Archives, 1601 Salem Road, Mt. Vernon, 
IL 62864.

The Archives was moved to Mt. Vernon 
following the closure of MacMurray College 
in Jacksonville in May.

UMRC resumes  
resource shipments
SPRINGFIELD – The United Media 
Resource Center is now shipping resources! 
Items can be sent to your church or home 
address. Available items requested before 
9 am Monday morning will be shipped 
that week. No rental fee – the only cost to 
churches is return postage! Go to www.igrc.
org/umrc to access the online catalog. 

Questions, comments? Contact Jill Stone at 
umrc@igrc.org 

Conference Center closed
SPRINGFIELD – The Conference Center is 
closed to the public until further notice.

Conference staff are working from home 
and responding to emails. Others are 
working a staggered work schedule to 
minimize the risk of transmission. Email 
addresses can be found on the Conference 
Staff page at: www.igrc.org/staff.

Preachers' Aid Society update
SPRINGFIELD – Due to the safety of 
our retirees and spouses, as well as staff, 
Preachers' Aid Society and Benefit will not 

begin any face-to-face ministries as we 
enter fall. This includes but is not limited 
to our fellowship groups, preaching on 
sight, attending funerals, and visits in 
hospitals, homes, and nursing homes. We 
will continue to monitor and re-evaluate as 
more information becomes available.

The PASBF office will continue to be closed 
until the Conference Center is re-opened. 
All the staff is working from home and can 
be reached by cell phone and/or email. Our 
contact information is listed below.

We strongly encourage everyone to move 
with caution as restrictions are beginning to 
be lifted. Our prayer is for all our retirees and 
spouses be safe and well.

• Keith Anderson – 217-725-6904, 
keanderson@igrc.org

• Ed Weston – 618-806-6819, 
edweston69@gmail.com

• Carol Sims – 217-899-2880,  
csims@igrc.org

• Sharon Monroe – 309-377-2032, 
smonroe50@yahoo.com

• Floyd and Bobbi Blackard –  
217-825-7303,  
floyd.bobbi.blackard@gmail.com

• Bob Edwards – 618-954-0524, 
edwards824@charter.net

• Cindy Jones (Florida) – 239-771-3027, 
revcjoyjones@gmail.com 

Potato drop for food  
pantries Oct. 2
SPRINGFIELD – The IGRC Board of Global 
Ministries is sponsoring a Potato Drop at the 
Central Illinois Foodbank, 1937 E Cook St., 
Springfield on Friday, Oct. 2, from 9 to 11 a.m. 
There will be approximately 40,000 pounds 
of potatoes coming from the Society of St 
Andrew. The potatoes will be in 10-pound 
bags. Any churches that would like to pick 
up the free potatoes will need to give the 
amount requested so they can be set aside 
for delivery. 

Please send an email to Jeff Thornton 
at jathorn66@att.net for the amount of 
potatoes your church would like to receive 
for your community.  The Committee hopes 
this will be a good opportunity to give Food 
pantries in your community a much-needed 
boost during these difficult times. A few 
volunteers will also be needed. If you would 
like to volunteer, please contact Thornton 
and he give you the link for the volunteer 
form that will need to be signed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

SUMMERS RESIGNS AS PCC COORDINATOR, GOING INTO PRIVATE PRACTICE
BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – IGRC Coordinator of Pastoral Care Shauna Summers announced 
Sept. 15 that she is leaving her post to enter private practice, effective Oct. 30.

In a letter to IGRC Director of Administrative Services Mike Potts, Summers share her 
plans for the future.

“Thank you for the opportunity to expand my professional skills as I met a wide variety 
of work-related responsibilities,” Summers wrote. “In particular, the times in which I was 
involved in one-on-one counseling impressed upon me how vital that work is. I am 
being called into private practice and this position helped to clarify that for me.”

Summers said she is filled with gratitude for the six years of service with IGRC. “Working for the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference has been an irreplaceable experience. Thank you again for the opportunity to work with such wonderful 
people.”

Summers was named IGRC Coordinator of Pastoral Care and Counseling May 1, 2014. The Pastoral Care and Counseling 
Committee, in cooperation with conference leadership and the IGRC Personnel Committee will be charged with outlining 
the process moving forward after Oct. 30. 

Retired pastor coordinating 
book shipment to Liberia
EAST PEORIA – IGRC retired pastor Alan Newhall has 
announced that he will be sending a shipment of books 
on theology, church history and preaching to Gbarnga 
Theological School in Liberia later this year. 

He has extended an invitation to others who may wish 
to donate books to contact him so that a coordinated 
shipment can be made.

Newhall can be reached at: 108 Avenue Notre Dame, 
East Peoria, IL  61611-1501 or by phone at 309-966-3579.

BY JOEY BUTLER

MARION, Iowa (UMNews) –  For an hour, John W. 
Weaver’s stepson held fast to the door in their mobile 
home to keep it from flying open.

When the storm was over, “we walked out and every-
where you looked was trees and more trees,” he said.

Cedar Rapids and surrounding areas suffered major 
damage from an Aug. 10 derecho — a weather pattern 
often described as an “inland hurricane.” Wind gusts over 
140 mph left a 700-mile path of destruction across six 
Midwestern states.

By that evening, individuals were out with chainsaws 
clearing trees and the Iowa United Methodist Confer-
ence disaster relief coordinators were fielding calls from 
churches wanting to help.

The Rev. Jason Collier, pastor of Ainsworth Community 
Church and United Church of Crawfordsville, said a team 
from his churches spent two days at a single home.

“We had four guys, nine chainsaws and a skid steer — there’s 
just that much work,” he said. “But we’re only an hour from 
here and with this much devastation, you can’t not help.”

A crew from Marion First UMC helped strip the shingles 
from Weaver’s damaged roof and put up a tarp to keep 
rain from getting in. Weaver was happy to find out who 
was coming to help.

“I was raised Methodist by my mom, and you could say I 
still kinda lean Methodist,” he said.

The Iowa Conference received a $10,000 solidarity grant 
from the United Methodist Committee on Relief, which helps 
with immediate material needs. The conference is eligible 
for another grant after more detailed plans are outlined.

Thousands of homes lost power across the city and 
generators were hard to come by, but an unexpected 
donation provided a unique opportunity for Matthew 25 
Ministry Hub, a nonprofit mission partner of St. Paul’s 
UMC in Cedar Rapids.

Matthew 25 runs a variety of ministries, including food and 
housing programs, but didn’t plan to be a generator dis-
tributor. That changed when door-to-door neighborhood 
wellness checks revealed a great need at about the time 
someone donated 30 generators. Cash donations helped 
the organization purchase almost 40 more to create a lend-
ing program that has helped more than 100 households.

The ministry got a huge boost from national TV personal-
ity Mike Rowe, who had encountered Matthew 25 while 
in Cedar Rapids a year after its 2008 flood.

“Mike gave us a shout-out on Facebook and we received 
hundreds of donations in the first hour. That one mention 
generated about $100,000,” said the Rev. Clint Twedt-Ball, 
executive director.

Matthew 25’s mission partner, St. Paul’s, was one of five 
city-designated distribution centers, open every day for 
three weeks following the storm. In addition to food and 
basic necessities like diapers or personal hygiene items, 
the center had crisis counselors on site daily and often 
had booths providing school supplies. 

More than 150 communities in the Iowa Conference were 
impacted by the derecho and 18 churches were damaged 
— the worst being Christ Community Church in Marion.

Most of the sanctuary’s roof collapsed and water damage 
resulted in having to tear out the space and rebuild.

After months of isolation due to coronavirus lockdowns, 
some pastors thought people interacting during the 
cleanup was helpful.

“The destruction has been horrific but, oddly enough, for 
people to be out in yards cleaning up and seeing each 
other is exactly what they needed,” said Twedt-Ball.

The Rev. Scott Meador, lead pastor of Lovely Lane UMC in 
Cedar Rapids, found an opportunity for “old-school ministry.”

"The first couple days after the storm, when cell service 
was down, I went back to doing home visits,” he said. 
“Not even making appointments, just showing up and 

talking to people while they were in their yard.”

Iowa Bishop Laurie Haller cautioned clergy not to ignore 
their own self-care while tending to others’ needs.

“Each one of us has responsibility for the spiritual care of 
others, and yet we can’t do much for others unless we’re 
really whole ourselves,” she said.

The Rev. Catie Newman, conference disaster response 
coordinator, said respite Sundays are available. Confer-
ence staff and district superintendents have offered to 
substitute preach for any pastor without costing them a 
vacation day.

“We’re also fielding requests from our brothers and sisters 
throughout the conference who said they’re not equipped 
to do things like tarp a roof, but could sit in a tent in the 
church parking lot with a bucket of cold water, just listen-
ing to people and being a caring presence,” she said.

Nick Grove said the most pressing need now is for skilled 
workers.

“We need roofers, structural damage experts, siding and ex-
terior, bucket trucks. Basically, we need specialists en masse. 
I’ve heard of tree people being booked into next year.”

There are also UMCOR-trained Early Response Teams 
from four other United Methodist conferences on the 
ground.

“It’s a familial relationship: What one conference needs, 
another can step in to provide, and we coordinate,” said 
Lara Martin, UMCOR’s interim director of U.S. Disaster 
Response. “With good training and good people, we can 
go do God’s good work.”

Martin said effective local training and preparation help 
UMCOR to resource numerous recoveries at once.

“The preparation before every emergency determines 
how well the relief effort will go. We have great teams 
that know what they’re doing,” she said.

(Butler is a multimedia producer/editor for UMNews)

CHURCH LEADS STORM RECOVERY EFFORT IN IOWA

C O N F E R E N C E  N E W S

10   |   O C T O B E R  2 0 2 0   |   T H E  C U R R E N T T H E  C U R R E N T    |   O C T O B E R  2 0 2 0   |   11

https://www.amazon.com/Want-Talk-Dont-Know-What/dp/1096307634
https://www.amazon.com/Want-Talk-Dont-Know-What/dp/1096307634
https://www.igrc.org/umwmeetings
https://www.igrc.org/umwmeetings
https://www.garrett.edu/events/i-am-her-womens-leadership-summit-2020
https://www.garrett.edu/events/i-am-her-womens-leadership-summit-2020
https://www.garrett.edu/events/i-am-her-womens-leadership-summit-2020
mailto:ppirtle%40gcsrw.org?subject=
https://gbgm.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIlf-GprjktHdTO2lxIJHYT4j3t6mnYI9Lj
https://gbgm.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIlf-GprjktHdTO2lxIJHYT4j3t6mnYI9Lj
https://gbgm.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIlf-GprjktHdTO2lxIJHYT4j3t6mnYI9Lj
https://lmpeacecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/MSTI.2020.Broch_.rev_.pdf
https://lmpeacecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/MSTI.2020.Broch_.rev_.pdf
https://lmpeacecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/MSTI.2020.Broch_.rev_.pdf
mailto:Admin%40LMPeaceCenter.org?subject=
https://files.constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/8883577f-c9f0-4b30-a241-dcfb370f90c7.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/8883577f-c9f0-4b30-a241-dcfb370f90c7.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/8883577f-c9f0-4b30-a241-dcfb370f90c7.pdf
https://www.umvim.org/ncjacademy
https://www.umvim.org/ncjacademy
http://www.igrc.org/umrc
http://www.igrc.org/umrc
mailto:umrc%40igrc.org?subject=
http://www.igrc.org/staff
mailto:keanderson%40igrc.org?subject=
mailto:edweston69%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:csims%40igrc.org?subject=
mailto:smonroe50%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:floyd.bobbi.blackard%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:edwards824%40charter.net?subject=
mailto:revcjoyjones%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:jathorn66%40att.net?subject=


*Information obtained from the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 2019 year-end reporting.
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For more funding information please 
see the IGRC Budget and budget 
narrative submitted and published in 
the IGRC Journal-Yearbook. 

Thank you for your generous financial 
support towards the mission of 
Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the Transformation of the World.
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$124,657,555
  TO AND THROUGH 

THEIR LOCAL CHURCHES 
FOR MINISTRY

{ }WITH ASSETS TOTALING

$1,559,067,457
IN LAND, BUILDINGS, 

EQUIPMENT, ENDOWMENTS, ETC.

Doctor of MinistryDoctor of Ministry
Spiritual Leadership in Spiritual Leadership in 

Unsettled TimesUnsettled Times

Offered in 
partnership with 
Church of the 
Resurrection, 
Gamaliel Network, 
and Metro 
Organization 
for Racial and 
Economic Equity.

(913) 725-8289
admiss@spst.edu

spst.edu

O R D I N A T I O N  A N D 
C O M M I S S I O N I N G  S E R V I C E S

MONEY FOR MINISTRY  Download a copy at:  https://files.constant-
contact.com/72d8f968001/8d209a58-1274-4ce5-8037-99b75a4a2f79.pdf

T H A N K  Y O U
with your Giftsfor Embracing

Churches Making Donations to  Our Conference, Our Kids  in August
[Churches listed in Bold made their first recorded  contribution to OCOK]
Alma
Asbury Chapel
Athens
Batestown
Belleville Union
Bethalto
Blue Mound
Bloomington Wesley
Boyd’s Grove
Carrier Mills First
Collinsville First
Colona
Decatur Grace
Dunlap Prospect
Edwardsville Saint John

Essex
Fairbury First
Fairview (Chandlerview)
Fairview Heights Pros-
pect Park
Forrest
Forsyth
Georgetown
Grand Prairie
Herscher
Island Grove
Kankakee Saint Mark
Kinmundy First
Maroa
Macomb Wesley

Manteno
Maples Mill
Maquon
Mattoon First
Monterey
Mount Vernon West 
Salem Trinity
Neoga Grace
New Baden
Normal Morningstar
Ogden
Palmyra
Paris First
Pekin First
Peoria Bethel

Peoria University
Pontiac First
Quincy Vermont Street 
Rantoul First
Rochester
Saunemin 
Sheffield
Shelbyville First
Springfield Jerome
Stronghurst
Villa Grove
Virginia
Warrensburg
Williamsville
Wood River First 

  Our Conference, Our Kids                  Advance Special #6960 www.embraceocok.org

Lyn & Bob Bevill
Steven Bingamon
Richard Cochran 
Gwendolyn Cornell
Terry Clark
William & Carol Cupples
Michael & Linda Danz
Jean Shields Dean—In memory  
 of Rev Gary Bass 
Emil & Janice Deissler
Linda Harrod
Angie Lee
Richard & Kathleen Lewis 

Joseph & Marcia Moulden
Tabitha Nelson
Mary Kathryn Pearce—In honor of      
     John Plattner
Cindy Rettig—In honor of John  
 & Francene  Curry's 50th 
 Wedding Anniversary
Anet Satvedi
Karen & Jim Weede
Jan & Don Wills 
Carolyn Yockey

Individuals Known to have made Donations in August
[Through their local churches, by mail, online (igrc.org or embraceocok .org)]

District Gifts 
Received:  
Illinois River   
Iroquois River 

The IGRC Board of Ministry held By Invitation Only services of 
Ordination and Commissioning Sept. 19 at Champaign Faith UMC. Those 
commissioned were Tabitha Nelson, James Fielder and James Kevin 
Little as provisional elders and April Patek as provisional deacon (above). 
Nathan Jeffries has also been approved for commissioning and will 
take part in the 2021 Commissioning Service. Candidates were socially 
distanced during the service with facemasks being worn (left and bottom 
left and right). Those ordained as elders in full connection included Haley 
Hausman, Robert Dillingham, Teri Haas, Charles Graul, Steve Barrett , 
Danny Motta, Rebecca Gearhart and Miranda Denler. Ordained as a 
deacon in full connection was Michael Pitzer (below).

Ordination and Commissioning Services

Go to www.igrc .org/umrc to access the online catalog.
Or order items by email: umrc@igrc.org

UMRC
UNITED MEDIA 
RESOURCE CENTER
The UMRC is now shipping resources!
For small groups, previewing, and your own 
personal spiritual growth and enrichment! 
Items can be sent to your church or home address.
NOTE: Jill Stone is in the UMRC on a very limited basis.
Available items requested before 9 am Monday morning  
will be shipped that week.
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!

New DVD studies:
#102181   Belonging Project: Finding Your Tribe  

and Learning to Thrive
#116112   Proverbs: Pathways to Wisdom
#118084   Renewed: Finding Hope When You  

Don’t Like Your Story
#119179   Sermon on the Mount: A Beginner’s Guide  

to the Kingdom of Heaven
#119178   Surrendered: Letting Go and Living Like Jesus
New Books:
#820079   Children and Family Ministry Handbook
#820081   Christianity the Wesleyan Way: Principles  

and Practices for Life and Ministry
#820074   Church Comes Home: Start a House Church  

Network Anywhere
#820078   Discipleship Path: Guiding Congregations  

to Connect with Jesus
#820073   Field Guide to Methodist Fresh Expressions
#820072   Fresh Expressions of People Over Property
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https://files.constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/8d209a58-1274-4ce5-8037-99b75a4a2f79.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/8d209a58-1274-4ce5-8037-99b75a4a2f79.pdf
http://www.embraceocok.org
http://igrc.org
http://embraceocok.org
http://www.igrc.org/umrc
http://umrc@igrc.org


Pastor Appreciation Month —  Make a gift in honor or 
memory to the Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund!

Send gifts to:
PASBF, P.O. Box 19207, 

Springfield IL 62794-9207

Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund 

Who was / is the positive 
clergy influence in YOUR life?

www.pasbf.org 
217-529-3221

We give thanks for all 
those who have served, 

and are serving.

God bless you!


