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1-888-881-LINC (5462) 
www.supportlinc.com 

Support for everyday issues. Every day. 

Back to school success 

Starting this new school year may look and 
feel very different – for both students and 
parents.  

SupportLinc offers a variety of resources to 
assist you on your educational journey, 
including: 

• Access to counselors 24 hours a day, 365 days 
a year for guidance, support and resources 

• On-demand video training including 
preparing for school, homeschooling and 
virtual learning and tech safety for kids 

• Referrals for tutors and supplemental learning  

• Links to resources including a college prep 
checklist and database of public/private 
schools  

• Articles and tip sheets on adjusting to change, 
child development, homework tips and more 

• Information on special needs and gifted 
programs 

The Current (USPS 014-964) is published 
monthly by the Illinois Great Rivers  
Conference of The UMC,  5900 South Second 
Street, Springfield, IL  62711
An individual subscription is $15 per year.  
The opinions expressed in viewpoints are 
those of the writers and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of The Current, The IGRC,  
or The UMC.
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(ABOVE)  Brighton St.  Paul UMC celebrates " Easter in 
July"  during Vacation Bible School in a Bag event.

(ABOVE LEFT)  The Bear Ministry of Harrisburg First 
UMC is still going strong,  providing children at the local 
hospital something to hold onto,  for when their parents 
cannot be with them.

(LEFT)  Annual Conference goes virtual amidst a 
pandemic.
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WE AIN’T WHERE WE WAS!
Editor’s note: In lieu of a column for the September issue, Bishop Beard shares his Episcopal Address 
which was aired on Thursday, Aug. 13 in the week prior to the 2020 Annual Conference.

You can find the Episcopal Address on page 9 of this issue of The Current.

SPRINGFIELD – Due to increased 
regional transmission of COVID-19 the 
Illinois Department of Public Health 
announced increased mitigation guidance 
for public health Region 4 (Metro East). Here 
is the IDPH statement:

Region 4 has exceeded IDPH criteria 
that trigger additional mitigations to combat 
a resurgence of COVID-19 and prevent 
uncontrollable spread. As detailed in the 
July 15 Restore Illinois resurgence plan, 
new mitigations will be applied if a region's 
positivity rate averages greater than or equal 
to 8% for three consecutive days, as it has in 
Region 4 from August 14 to 16, 2020. Region 
4 includes Bond, Clinton, Madison, Monroe, 
Randolph, St. Clair and Washington counties. 

Effective Aug. 18, for Region 4 there 
will be new mitigation requirements for 
bars, restaurants, sports, and gathering size. 
You can read the whole document here: 
https://dceocovid19resources.com/assets/
Restore-Illinois/Resurgence-Migitations-
Region-4.pdf. The IDPH tracking metrics for 
Region 4 here: https://www.dph.illinois.gov/
regionmetrics?regionID=4.

Of particular note for churches is the 
mitigation restriction on gathering size to 
"limit to the lesser of 25 guests or 25 percent 
of overall room capacity." This new limit 
supersedes the Phase 4 recommendations 
found in our Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference “Coming Back to the Heart of 
Worship” guidance (https://www.igrc.org/

coronavirus). 
We are asking our churches in the public 

health Region 4 to limit all indoor, in-person 
gatherings to the lesser of 25 people or 25 
percent of overall room capacity beginning 
Aug. 18 and continuing until these regional 
public health mitigations are removed by 
the Illinois Department of Public Health. 
This is in keeping with our standard to 
exercise caution and support public health 
efforts at limiting viral spread. This applies 
to all of our United Methodist churches in 
the Mississippi River District and any other 
United Methodist churches in Bond, Clinton, 
Madison Monroe, Randolph, St. Clair, and 
Washington counties.

DEATHS
Helen C. Black, widow of the Rev. Eugene F. 
Black, died Aug. 12 in Auburn.

Together with her husband, they served 49 years 
of active ministry in the former Southern Illinois 
Conference, retiring from Herrin in 1995. Rev. 
Black died March 12, 2014.

She is the mother of IGRC Director of Communication Ministries Paul 
Black and the grandmother of IGRC pastor Andy Black.

A complete obituary may be found by visiting: https://www.
bramleyfh.com/obituary/Helen-Black 

Memorials may be sent to: Beulah Holiness Camp, c/o David Cole, 
Treasurer, 1710 Oakshire Rd., Marion, IL  62959.

Condolences may be sent to Paul Black, 3012 Winterwood Drive, 
Springfield, IL  62704-6490 or to Rev. Andy Black, 1008 Blue Ridge Dr., 
Belleville, IL  62223-3528.

Retired diaconal minister, Merwin G. Donahue, 
93, died Aug. 7. She was also the widow of the 
Rev. Howard Donahue.

After 18 years of service in the former Detroit 
Conference, Merwin transferred into the former 
Central Illinois Conference in 1974 and became 

a diaconal minister in 1977. She served as director of education at 
Peoria University Ave. UMC for four years and later, served 10 years in 
the Department of Finance and Field Service for the General Board of 
Global Ministries, retiring in 1992.

She and Howard Donahue were married for 66 years and he died 
July 28, 2016.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.news-gazette.com/
obituaries/merwin-donahue/article_76afa456-da95-11ea-
a48c-1f393bae17ba.html 

Rev. John Franklin Smith, 90, father of IGRC 
retired pastors J. Michael Smith and J. Steven 
Smith, died Aug. 5 in Springfield.

Rev. Smith was a retired pastor from the 
Northern Illinois Conference who was a 
very active leader in Marriage Encounter. 

BISHOP  
Frank 
Beard

APPOINTMENTS
In consultation with the Cabinet of 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, 
Bishop Frank J. Beard announces the 
following:

Eugene Creek to Xenia, interim 
pastor, Kaskaskia River District, less 
than ¼ time, effective Aug. 16.

Charles Cunningham to Falmouth-
Willow Hill, Embarras River District, ¼ 
time, effective July 1.

Marty Pressey to Faithful Followers, 
LaMoine River District, ½ time, 
effective Sept. 1. This is his first 
appointment in the IGRC.

Charge realignment
Lisa Unger to Stronghurst-Carmen-
Smithshire, Spoon River District, ¾ 
time, effective Aug. 1. She previously 
served Stronghurst-Carmen.

David Mustain to Knoxville-
Kirkwood, Spoon River District, ¾ 
time, effective Aug. 1. He previously 
served Knoxville.

Change of Status
Stan Rapp, discontinuation of 
appointment, Iroquois River District, 
effective July 31. He previously served 
at Roberts UMC. 

Tim Lembke, discontinuation of 
supply assignment, Sangamon 
River District, effective July 15. He 
previously served Buckeye-Owaneco.

Nancy Monohan to Honorable 
Location, effective Aug. 7.

Russell Theobald, discontinuation 
of status as a local pastor, Spoon 
River District, effective July 1. He 
previously served Altona-Victoria.

Lester Graham, discontinuation of 
appointment, Spoon River District, 
effective June 30. He previously 
served Kirkwood-Smithshire.

Local Covid-19 mitigation efforts 
(The following is a statement released by 
Bishop Frank J. Beard and the Extended 
Cabinet of the Illinois Great Rivers Confer-
ence on Friday, Aug. 7)

SPRINGFIELD – As we continue to see 
ongoing spread of COVID-19 through-
out the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
boundaries, Bishop Beard and the Dis-
trict Superintendents expect that all of 
our United Methodist churches will fol-
low the Bishop’s guidelines. In addition 
to following the Conference guidelines, 
if there are any additional public health 
mitigation recommendations from local 
county and municipal public officials 
which strengthen Bishop’s guidelines, 
they should be followed, too.

Our current Illinois Great Rivers Confer-
ence guidance document “Coming Back 
to the Heart of Worship” can be found 
on our web page: www.igrc.org/corona-
virus. This document includes detailed 
recommendations about safety proto-
cols keyed to the regional phases of the 
Illinois Department of Public Health plan 
“Restore Illinois.” 

In the past few weeks, the IDPH has 
increasingly encouraged local officials 
to take the initiative for mitigating the 
spread of COVID-19 in their areas. 
This has led public health officials in 
“hot spots” to announce new, more 
targeted efforts to attempt to reduce 
viral transmission and exposure. Some 
municipalities have begun new restric-
tions on gathering sizes for entertain-
ment venues. 

Some counties have requested that faith 
groups not gather people for worship 
services. While these recommendations 

may exceed the “phase” guidance from 
the IGRC, we are requesting that our 
United Methodist churches and church 
leaders support all local public health 
efforts at increased mitigation. Our IGRC 
guidance provides a “base-level” of safe-
ty protocols for regional phases, but lo-
cal mitigation efforts may require greater 
caution and increased safety. Please 
pay attention to local media and public 
official announcements, stay in commu-
nication with local public health officials, 
and share any local recommendations 
with your District Superintendent.

The COVID-19 pandemic continues 
across our region, and we are seeing an 
increased number of cases throughout 
our Conference. We expect that many of 
our churches will see changes to their 
local conditions and regional phases 
throughout the fall and winter. Our 
United Methodist local church leaders 
have done an amazing job of innovat-
ing new ways of ministry and disciple-
making while keeping their participants 
and community safe. This balance is 
driving creative development of new 
methods of communication, relationship-
development, evangelism, and worship. 
With the inspiration of The Holy Spirit, 
many of our leaders are experiencing a 
“technological Pentecost” as they learn 
to speak in new tongues of digital com-
munication. Thank you for your part in 
helping our churches continue their mis-
sion to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world, and we 
continue to ask for all United Methodists 
to join in prayer for the healing for all 
people and nations from COVID-19. DEATHS CONTINUED ON  PAGE 2

COVID-19 mitigations implemented for Mississippi River District
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Young adult leadership training
SPRINGFIELD – IGRC Young Adult 
Ministries will again offer the E4 Young Adult 
Leadership Training Initiative this fall.

Applications are being accepted for this 
program through Aug. 23 at https://www.
igrc.org/youngadult 

The program seeks to encourage and equip 
young adults to be innovative Christian 
leaders in their church. A group of six to 12 
young adults commit to meeting together 
virtually, learning leadership skills through 
CliftonStrengths (formally Strength Finders), 
praying for one another, and developing a 
ministry plan in conversation with church 
leaders they work with.

For more information, contact Amy Shreve 
at ashreve@igrc.org

Telling the Old Story  
in a New Time
SPRINGFIELD – Registration for Telling 
the Old Story in a New Time webinar on 
Thursday, Aug. 27, 2-4 p.m, led by Jason 
Moore. 

This webinar is designed to help churches 
take their online worship to the next level. 
Most churches are aware that online 
worship is here to stay and want to know 
how to continue to do it well. 

A number of people attended the webinar 
on April 1 and Jason has continued to 
update the information all summer.  The 

Office of Congregational Development is 
once again offering it free of charge to IGRC 
pastors and lay people.

Register online by Aug. 23 to receive access 
information. https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
OldStoryNewTime2 

Conference Center closed
SPRINGFIELD – The Conference Center is 
closed to the public until further notice.

Conference staff are working from home 
and responding to emails. Others are 
working a staggered work schedule to 
minimize the risk of transmission. Email 
addresses can be found on the Conference 
Staff page.

Certification programs  
offered online
WINFIELD, Kan. – August is the ideal time 
to equip those in leadership positions in 
our faith communities (paid and/or unpaid), 
and the Institute for Discipleship is here to 
help in an affordable and convenient way 
– especially during the time of COVID. We 
offer several certifications based on GBHEM 
education requirements, as well as other 
leadership courses. It would be my joy to 
share these with you. 

There are four practical ministry 
certifications that are starting on August 
24th, which are designed to give laity in 
the Church affordable and accessible 
foundations for ministry. Certifications are 
available in Spiritual Formation, Christian 

Care and Counseling, Youth Ministry and 
Ministry With Those With Disabilities.

Each certification consists of four online 
courses, each just $125. Students receive 
over 20 weeks of high-quality, small-group 
instruction for a total of $500. The youth 
ministry certification adds a 12-week 
practicum led by the experts at Youth 
Ministry Institute for an additional $325. 
The certifications are split evenly between 
Biblical and theological instruction and 
practical, on-the-ground skills.

All programs are also pay-as-you-go.

A United Methodist emphasis can be added 
to any certification with one additional 
course in United Methodist Studies. 

Read more by visiting:  https://www.
beadisciple.com/ifd-certifications/ 

UMRC resumes resource  
shipments
SPRINGFIELD – The United Media 
Resource Center is now shipping resources! 
Items can be sent to your church or home 
address. Available items requested before 
9 a.m. Monday morning will be shipped 
that week. No rental fee – the only cost to 
churches is return postage! 

Go to www.igrc.org/umrc  to access the 
online catalog. Questions, comments? 
Contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org 

Preachers' Aid Society update
SPRINGFIELD – Due to the safety of 

our retirees and spouses, as well as staff, 
Preachers' Aid Society and Benefit will not 
begin any face-to-face ministries through 
the summer. This includes but is not limited 
to our fellowship groups, preaching on 
sight, attending funerals, and visits in 
hospitals, homes, and nursing homes. We 
will continue to monitor and re-evaluate as 
more information becomes available.

 The PASBF office will continue to be closed 
until the Conference Center is re-opened. 
All the staff is working from home and can 
be reached by cell phone and/or email. Our 
contact information is listed below.

 We strongly encourage everyone to move 
with caution as restrictions are beginning to 
be lifted. Our prayer is for all our retirees and 
spouses be safe and well.

•	 Keith	Anderson – 217-725-6904, 
keanderson@igrc.org

•	 Ed	Weston – 618-806-6819, 
edweston69@gmail.com

•	 Carol	Sims – 217-899-2880,  
csims@igrc.org 

•	 Sharon	Monroe	– 309-377-2032, 
smonroe50@yahoo.com 

•	 Floyd	and	Bobbi	Blackard – 217-825-
7303, floyd.bobbi.blackard@gmail.com

•	 Bob	Edwards – 618-954-0524, 
edwards824@charter.net

•	 Cindy	Jones (Florida) – 239-771-3027, 
revcjoyjones@gmail.com

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

L O C A L  C H U R C H 
N E W S

NEWNAM WINS ‘NEIGHBORLY’ AWARD  
FOR OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEERISM 

MT. VERNON – Stan Newnam is a 
volunteer affiliated with the Mt. Vernon 
First UMC. 

About six years ago, when he was 
chair of trustees, he became involved 
in the children’s program at Bluford 
Otterbein UMC. Stan used FUMC’s 
van and drove about 30 kids round trip 
to an evening program run by OUMC 
throughout the school years. In May 
2018 there was a fire at OUMC, and 
the church facility had to be completely 
rebuilt. Since he’s retired and had overseen 
many projects in the past, Stan offered 
to help the OUMC by coordinating that 
reconstruction project. He also continued 
to drive the children round trip to their 
program while the church was rebuilt, 
utilizing the parsonage or outdoors, 
weather permitting. 

WSIU Public Broadcasting recently 
awarded Newnam its All Neighbors 
Award. The award, inspired by the life 
and legacy of Fred Rogers, the initiative 
encourages community members to 
nominate those who are making positive 
contributions through acts of kindness, 
compassion and service.

“I appreciate Angela Schrum 
submitting my name, but I don’t know if 
I’m even worthy of this,” Newnam said. “I 
do it because it’s something that needed 

to be done. I can look around and see 
other people who are doing a lot more 
than I am, but I think ultimately it still 
comes down to people who are willing to 
step forward, whatever their skill set, and 
utilize their talents or their time to do the 
things that need to be done, especially 
when it’s things that are giving back to the 
community or helping people in need. I 
think that’s really what it comes down to.” 

Newnam is also on the board of 
Angels on Assignment, a food pantry 
and thrift store that provides assistance 
for basic family needs, such as rent, food 
and utilities. A little over 25 years ago, 
a woman started this food pantry in a 
corner of the basement, and it’s now a 
mission of the Mt. Vernon First UMC. He 
inherited co-leadership of another project 
where Angels on Assignment acts as an 
outreach arm for the Salvation Army. 

Even before he retired, Stan was 
involved in projects with Angels on 
Assignment, building wheelchair ramps, 
which included designing the ramps and 
getting the materials and the volunteers 
lined up. He’s the kind of guy who 
remodeled his own kitchen and bathroom. 

“It really started with how I was 
raised,” Newnam said. “I grew up on 
a dairy farm back in the sixties, and 
so unlike today when there’s a lot of 

mechanization, especially with livestock, 
you relied on neighbors. Your neighbors 
got together to bale hay. If you wanted 
to take a weekend off to go someplace 
for a wedding, a neighbor had to come 
in and milk the cows. I grew up in an 
environment where if somebody needed 
something, you stepped forward and did 
it, whether that’s helping them physically 
or supporting them in whatever that 
happened to be. I’ve lived in five different 
communities, and it always seems like 
there’s somebody in the community I look 
up to and respect that keeps me grounded 
and focused on those kinds of things.

“My dad was skilled in a lot of areas 
being a farmer, but even beyond what 
a normal farmer does, he could repair 
anything. He could do electrical work, 
plumbing, mechanics, all that kind of 
stuff. He was willing to step up and help 
when somebody needed something. I grew 
up in an environment where everybody 
was your neighbor and everybody was 
your friend. There were, of course, 
different denominations of churches and 
different economic groups there like any 
community.”

Stan grew up in Central Illinois about 
30 miles from Bloomington. He went to 
college for agricultural economics and 
ended up working for the FS System, 

which supplies fertilizers, chemicals, seeds 
and petroleum to farmers. Stan started 
right out of college and spent his entire 
career there. For the first half of his career, 
he sold fertilizer chemicals and seeds. In 
the second half, he did more sales training, 
market plan development and strategic 
planning.

“I think there’s still a fairly strong 
community spirit. I grew up in a relatively 
small town of about 3000 people. My 
kindergarten graduating class probably had 
four people who were different from the 
same people. I grew up where there was a 
lot of community involvement, and while 
Mount Vernon is a larger community, I 
see the churches and ministerial alliance 
come together. I see a lot of cooperation 
in trying to improve the community and 
help those that need help. From a personal 
standpoint, a lot of my effort ends up being 
filtered through the church.”

Brighton St. Paul’s VBS in a Bag
BRIGHTON – Brighton St. Paul UMC has worked diligently to maintain 

the relationships that have been forged with the community over the years and 
have continued throughout the current situation.  

The church has been known for many years (18+) as the church that 
hosts Pioneer Club for the children ages Pre-K – 6th.  This ministry has been 
ongoing and was faithfully started and developed by Phyllis Graham. Phyllis 
and her team of teachers, which also has evolved over the years, has never 
ceased to step up and always has the heart of the child in mind.  She is forever 

seeking ways and means 
to be Jesus to a current 
average of 30 children 
from the neighborhood. 
In days past, the number 
was considerably larger, 
however as many have 
grown and aged out, it is a 
testament of this ministry 
that they have returned 
to help the children 
currently in attendance as 
helpers in the classes.

Since the current 
pandemic situation 

forced the church to close down the Pioneer Club meetings and activities, 
Phyllis found herself with an abundance of supplies that were not utilized. 
At a suggestion from Judy Garner, the leader of our 1st & 2nd graders, it was 
decided to have a Vacation Bible School in a Bag.  

The theme this year was “Easter in July,” because Easter can always be 
and should always be celebrated. Our attendance for VBS is largely made 
up of the same children who attend Pioneer Club and we thought that this 
would be a wonderful ministry. Thanks to the volunteer efforts of many, the 
task was minimal and the reward was great. Approximately 50 VBS bags 
were distributed via a drive-thru pick up location as well as some personal 
deliveries.

St Paul UMC continues to seek avenues to be the church in our 
community and the dedication of its members to be the hands and feet of Jesus 
has proven to be fruitful!

Dala Lawrence is the church’s pastor.

The men of Sparta 
First UMC built this 
wagon for Little 
Grassy Camp.

Thanks to Carl 
Holland,  Dave 
Hargis,  Bill Mueller,  
Dave Sickmeyer 
and Bob Taylor 
were involved in the 
building project .

Photo courtesy  
of Gary Cox

It ’s been more than two decades, but the 
Bear Ministry of Harrisburg First UMC is still 
going strong, providing children at the local 
hospital something to hold onto, even when 
their parents cannot be with them due to 
Covid-19 restrictions and providing comfort 
to children in other scary places and times 
throughout Saline County. 

Harrisburg First UMC, with help from 
individuals from other churches in town, 
also continues to provide meals to children 
in need they would have otherwise received 
at school and continues to actively support 
and participate in the Christian Community 
Compassion Center Food Pantry (4 Cs) of 
Harrisburg.

In retirement, provided pulpit supply to several 
churches, including Kenney UMC and interim pastor 
of Decatur Christ UMC. Earlier in his ministry as a 
clergy member of the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church, he served in Dalton City.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Esther Smith, 
48 Glen Aire, Springfield, IL  62703; Rev. J. Michael 
Smith, 1508 Marc Trail, Urbana, IL 61802; and Rev. J. 
Steven Smith, 2636 Lindbergh Blvd., Springfield, IL 
62704-5551.

IGRC retired pastor Dale Kooi, 
86, died Aug. 3 in Kewanee.

Rev. Kooi served 38 years of 
active ministry, retiring in 1996 
from Kewanee. He served 
at Sheffield for four years 

in retirement as well as ministering part-time in 
churches of several denominations.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
schuenemantumblesonfuneralhome.com/
obituaries/Rev-Dale-Kooi?obId=17720911  
where condolences may be left for the family. They 
may also be sent to his wife, Carol A. Kooi, 217 Alcorn 
St. S., Kewanee, IL  61443-3376.

Kenneth Ray Badman, 75, 
spouse of retired pastor Helen 
Dayle Badman, died July 31. 

The family will receive friends 
from 4:00-7:00 p.m. on Monday, 
August 3, 2020 at Perfetti-

Assalley Funeral Home in Morrisonville.  

A private family funeral ceremony with military 
honors have already been held. Interment at 
Anderson Cemetery in Palmer.

A full obituary can be viewed here and 
condolences left for the family: https://www.

assalleyfuneralhomes.com/obituary/
KennethRay-Badman or they may be sent to: Rev. 
Dayle Badman, 1202 W. Elm St., Taylorville, IL 62568-1010.

IGRC pastor Julie Azbell, 66, 
died July 28 in Arenzville.

Rev. Azbell served 26 years in 
ministry for Disciples of Christ 
and the United Church of Christ 
denominations. She also served 

10 years as pastor in The United Methodist Church 
at Alton Metropolitan, associate pastor of the Logan 
County Parish; and Hamilton-Warsaw before going 
on medical leave in 2014. Her husband, Randy Azbell, 
is also an active IGRC pastor.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
airsman-hires.com/obituaries/Rev-Julie-F-
Azbell?obId=17661006

Condolences May be sent to the Rev. Randy Azbell, 
104 West Washington Ave, Arenzille IL 62611-3534.

IGRC retired pastor Joseph N. 
Peacock, 92, died July 28 in St. 
Paul, Minn.

Rev. Peacock served in four 
different annual conferences 
during his 40 years of active 

ministry, coming to the former Central Illinois 
Conference in 1962. He was involved in campus 
ministry, serving 12 years as associate director of the 
Wesley Foundation at the University of Illinois and 
retiring in 1991 as Executive Director of the Evansville, 
Ind. Council of Churches.

For a complete obituary visit: https://
willwerscheid.com/obituary/joseph-n-
peacock/ 

IGRC retired pastor Martha Horrell, 86, died July 27 
in Chesterfield, Mo. 

A private graveside service is planned for mid-
September and a memorial service is planned for 

spring 2021.

Rev. Horrell served 13 years in 
active ministry, serving churches 
in Alton, Elsa, Ashley, Waltonville, 
Shipman, Medora, Donovan, 
Sheldon, Grafton and Rosedale. 

She retired in 2003.

She is the mother of IGRC pastor, the Rev. Linda Horrell.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
weberfuneralhome.com/m/obituaries/
Martha-Horrell/Memories 

Condolences may be posted on the funeral home 
website or be sent to Rev. Linda Horrell, 7680 
Lindbergh Dr., St. Louis, MO 63117-2138.

Mary Wright, 99, widow of the 
Rev. Henry Clay Wright, died July 
26 in Cordova, Tenn. 

Together with her husband, the 
Wrights served in the former 
Southern Illinois Conference. Rev. 

Wright died in 1972.

In 1974, Mrs. Wright moved from Metropolis to 
Kentucky where she became active in the United 
Methodist Women of the Memphis Conference.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/bartlett-tn/
mary-wright-9277607 

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. 
Arthur B. Webb, 90, died July 25 
in Rockford.

Rev. Webb served 46 years in the 
former Central Illinois and later 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference, 

retiring in 1998 from Delavan.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
weltefuneral.com/obituary/rev-arthur-webb 
where friends may leave a virtual guestbook entry  

for the family.

Winona Bolinger, 89, died July 
21 in Shelbyville.

Mrs. Bolinger served as a lay 
member to annual conference 
from Shelbyville First UMC and 
was Conference President of 

the United Methodist Women for the former Central 
Illinois Conference from 1976 to 1980. 

For a complete obituary, visit: http://
howeandyockey.com/obit_disp.php?obit_
id=1518 where condolences may be left for 
the family.

Anne Loyd Kolvacik, widow of the Rev. John F. 
Kovalcik, 73, died July 21 in Decatur.

Rev. Kolvacik served 27 years in the former Central 
Illinois Conference, retiring as director of Kairos 
Ministries in 1991. He died Aug. 23, 2012. She is also 
the daughter of the Rev. Dr. W. Harold Loyd who 
served as District Superintendent for 10 years over 
three districts and six years as Assistant to the 
Bishop under Bishop Lance Webb.

A complete obituary may be found at: https://
www.gracelandfairlawn.com, where 
condolences may be left for the family on a Tribute Wall.

Rosemary R. Hall, 96, widow of 
the Rev. Harold Hall, died June 6, 
in Papillion, Neb.

Together with her husband, 
the Halls served many years 
in the former Central Illinois 

Conference. Rev. Hall served as Conference Treasurer 
for 20 years before retiring in 1984. He died March 
22, 1999.

For a complete obituary, visit:  https://www.
pantagraph.com/obituaries/rosemary-
r-hall/article_567cb439-fa5f-5933-9af2-
691a6c9d2a1c.html

DEATHS CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 1
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(Below are remarks delivered by the Rev. Bradley Watkins during the Opening Worship of the full session of the 2020 Annual Conference held online Aug. 15)

It's just an honor to be with you. As we gather, as 
the people called United Methodist of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Annual Conference. God promises to guide our 
way as we cross over rivers of our times. I would be remiss 
if I did not take a moment just to reflect on how I stand 
on this shore, ready to cross over into new territory in the 
name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and savior.

I want to thank Bishop Frank J. Beard for this great 
opportunity and privilege of service as his extension and 
chief missional strategist in the Sangamon River District. 
I want to thank Bishop Woodie W. White for encouraging 
me to come home back to this conference from my 
Atlanta sojourn as I studied in seminary. I must take a 
moment to thank my dearest, Debbie, my helpmate and 
partner along this journey for over 33 years. It seems like 
yesterday.

There are so many people I should thank, but because 
of limited time, I will keep it brief: my sons for putting up 
with a father who has been a preacher, a social worker, 
and sometimes a minor prophet at heart. Thank you, 
Raymond, Charles, Christian and Cullen; my parents, the 
Rev. Bradley and Anne Watkins watching this worship 
service from their home in the Atlanta, Ga. area today.

I need to thank the places and spaces of service 
who have allowed me to grow and experience God's 
grace, challenge and mercy. From Urbana Wesley UMC; 
Bloomington Evangelical, now known as Bloomington 
Faith-West Olive; East St. Louis Wesley Bethel, now 
known as Trinity UMC; Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood 
House and the Youth Build Program; Decatur Grace 

UMC; Elmwood UMC and East Peoria-Germantown 
Hills Willow Hill UMC. And also for these past six 
months, the people and congregations of the Sangamon 
River District. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.

I chose II Kings 2: 1-15 as my biblical foundation 
for this message. Because I believe that God is speaking 
to us through this historic and prophetic story of Elijah 
and Elisha and the transition of spiritual leadership 
between them. This story speaks to my heart and I pray 
that it speaks to you, the people of The United Methodist 
Church of the Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference.

Now is the time for us to cross over many rivers. 
There are the historic rivers that the pandemics born of 
the Coronavirus and the virus of racism have forced us 
to embrace and to challenge us to move past and to move 
around and develop new systems of communicating. New 
ways of showing God's love, challenges to break down 
barriers that have separated us and threaten to get in the 
way of God's free flow of prosperity.

The birth of new expressions of John Wesley's 
movement known as Methodist are also rivers that we 
will probably be crossing soon. Those new expressions are 
yet to be defined. But I believe, however they are defined, 
God will be with us. And that spirit that guided those 
prophets of old Elijah and Elisha across the rivers and the 
waters will guide us as well.

Spiritual rivers. Some say, Brad, what do you 
mean spiritual? Don't you meet organizational or 
denominational or systemic? No, I mean spiritual. 
Because I believe that the spirit of God was with Elijah 

and Elisha. And that spirit was something that could not 
be defined by our own human nature. But yet God walked 
with them and God will walk with us.

I believe that we are challenged in these times to see 
how God has called us to embrace the intersection of 
rising spiritual hunger in our land with the hope and love 
of Jesus the Christ offer through our congregations and 
people. I invite you to join me in rolling up our spiritual 
cloaks for the crossing of the shires and rolling hills of 
southern Illinois, the fertile fields and historic towns 
of central Illinois, the urban realities of East St. Louis, 
Decatur, Peoria, Moline and Kankakee. Those cloaks will 
give us a new vision and will give us power that we did 
not even know we possess.

As I close out this time of worship, this time of 
celebration, I am reminded once again that we live in a 
time, in which no others have lived – in our nation or 
our churches. But I believe that just as Elisha received a 
double portion of Elijah's prophetic power, God will be 
with us. And God will endow us with powers that we may 
access to cross over whatever seems to be flowing in front 
of us.

I feel called to borrow a few lines from Langston 
Hughes, a renowned poet of the Harlem Renaissance 
period in American literary history. Hughes said, "I've 
known rivers, ancient, dusty rivers. My soul has grown 
deep like the rivers.”

Yes, God is calling us to cross over. But also God is 
calling us to go deep within our souls that we might bring 
up something of God's hope for God's people. Amen.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE  
GOES VIRTUAL 

AMIDST A PANDEMIC
BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Great Rivers Annual Con-
ference gathered online for its first ever virtual annual 
conference session on Aug. 15. The theme of the single-day 
gathering with a two-hour clergy session and a three-hour 
plenary session was Let’s Get Fired Up: On Holy Ground.

Despite the limitations brought about by the Covid-19 
pandemic, conferees were able to worship and gather for 
Christian conferencing. IGRC Communications collabo-
rated to produce a hybrid, part-live, part-recorded Annual 
Conference. Worship leader Cynthia Wilson provided music 
for both the opening and closing worship. Music was also 
provided by several music groups of Pekin Grace UMC. 
Attendees gathered virtually via Zoom web conferencing or 
by attending one of the 13 remote locations throughout the 
annual conference. Slightly more than 1,022 attended annual 
conference from home and another 166 attended through 
one of the remote sites and voted manually with marshals 
reporting vote totals via text messaging to the Annual Con-
ference secretarial staff who aggregated the vote totals.

Leading up to the single-day conference, services were 
aired recognizing 31 retirees with a combined 868 years of 
service was held Aug. 10; the Cabinet Address on Aug. 11; A 
Memorial Service remembering clergy, clergy spouses and 
lay members to annual conference that had passed away 
in the previous year and remembrance of 10 congregations 

with a combined 1,561 years of ministry that have complet-
ed their mission – Center UMC; Claremont UMC; Dix UMC; 
LaHarpe UMC, Lawrenceville Otterbein UMC; New Salem 
UMC; Ohio Chapel UMC; Orange Chapel UMC; Tiskilwa 
UMC; and Vermont UMC – on Aug. 12; and Bishop Frank J. 
Beard’s Episcopal Address  on Aug. 13. 

The Annual Conference approved a 2021 budget of 
$11,206,875 – a reduction of 7.38 percent. While budgets 
have been relatively flat over the past 10 years, the total 
returns the spending level to 2014 levels. The $893,033 
reduction comes on the heels of apportionment collections 
of 88 percent in 2019, down from 95 percent in 2018. The 
Conference ended 2019 with a $276,000 deficit which was 
addressed by using reserves of previous years’ surpluses.

This year, the Conference provided 312 congregations a 
forgivable loan during the pandemic at a cost of just over 
$1 million. The amounts were based upon apportionments 
paid in the three previous years and the percentage of ap-
portionments paid in 2020 will determine the percentage 
of forgiveness to the loans. The conference also provided 
funds for 150 food ministries at a cost of $75,000 and 72 
micro-grants to enhance technology in congregations.  

Legislatively, the conference announced that the health 
insurance allowance paid to full-time pastors will remain at 
$17,500 for 2020. The conference also approved a 2.1 per-
cent increase to its minimum salaries. In 2021, the salaries 

will go to $45,290 for clergy in full connection, associate 
members and provisional elders; and $41,560 for full-time 
local pastors.

Retirees under the pre-1982 pension plan will see a 2 per-
cent increase to $810 per active service year in 2021.

The Conference approved a transportation procedure and 
language regarding cyberbullying recommended by the 
Bishop’s Task Force on Relational Ethics as an addition to 
the conference’s Abuse Prevention Policy for Children and 
Vulnerable Adults. 

The Conference also remembered the ministry of MacMur-
ray College which closed its doors in May after 174 years 
as a college affiliated with The United Methodist Church.

The Clergy Session approved the election of one associate 
member, nine elders in full connection, one deacon in full 
connection. They also approved the commissioning of four 
provisional elders, one provisional deacon; and celebrated 
the graduation of four local pastors from Course of Study.

Membership stands at 115,959 in 2019, down 2,722 (2.3 
percent) from 2018. Average worship attendance is 49,270, 
down 2,426 (4.7 percent). Church school attendance 
stands at 16,206, down 840.

The 2021 Annual Conference will be held June 10-12, 2021, 
at the Peoria Civic Center in Peoria, Ill.

Watkins installed as Sangamon River District Superintendent

(The following is the transcript of Bishop Frank J. Beard’s sermon preached Aug. 15 in the closing worship service of the 2020 Annual Conference.)

I'm almost ready to preach, that is to preach myself 
happy watching God at work during this pandemic. 
I don't know all of your background, but in my 
background, it's okay to shout. It's okay to have a visible 
and passionate display toward the God that I love and 
worship. I'm just about to that point where I'm ready to 
shout.

Now, some will wonder if I'm crazy or just out of 
touch with reality. Yes, I am aware that we are still in the 
middle of a pandemic. A pandemic that doesn't seem to 
want to go away. I am aware that institutional racism is 
deeply embedded and entrenched in the church. I see the 
growing rift and the divide between the haves and the 
have nots in this nation of wealth and plenty. I hear the 
shouts for fairness and justice as they echo all around us. I 
see the pain and the hurt of folks who feel like the church 
has shut them out. I hear the voices of despair from young 
folks who believe that the church for them is no longer 
relevant. I hear the cries of folks that have been abused, 
battered, and bruised, and have just about given up on life.

Why then if you are aware of these, you might ask, 
why then are you about to shout? What is there to shout 
about? Well, like that old spiritual that says I was way 
down yonder all by myself and I couldn't hear nobody 
pray. I don't know if you were aware of that spiritual or 
not, it's one of my favorite. Have you ever been there? 
Have you ever been there where you felt that you were all 
alone, that you were by yourself and your spiritual life just 
wasn't getting it done?

I was way down yonder all by myself and I couldn't 
hear nobody pray. The song goes on, I was down in the 
Valley, but I couldn't hear nobody pray. So I got down on 
my knees, but still, I couldn't hear nobody pray. Has this 
pandemic zapped you in such a way and zapped you in 
such a manner that you feel like you've not been heard, 
that you've not been listened to, that your prayers have 
not gotten through.

Finally, the song takes a turn it, I was down there 
with my Jesus, but I couldn't hear nobody pray. This 
pandemic has forced us to recognize that Christians 

even in isolation, even in quarantine, even when we can 
experience worship in ways that are familiar and normal, 
that we are not without hope as long as we remember that 
Jesus is with us.

That spiritual writer went on to experience the 
presence of Christ while he was down there all by 
himself and couldn't get a vote of affirmation or a note of 
affirmation from anybody else.

That leads me to say this, private worship creates 
fertile soil for public worship seeds to blossom and grow. 
Allow me to say that again, private worship creates fertile 
soil for public worship seeds to blossom and grow. Public 
worship begins, we know that when two or more are 
gathered together in his name. Now that's just a fancy way 
of saying if it's just you and your small group, or you and 
a couple of friends or family members, even if it's just you 
and Jesus, worship can still happen.

Our traditional Holy sites have been shut down or 

By the numbers...
1,188 total registrations
10 – non-voting clergy
  9 – non-voting laity

1,169 voting members  – 590 clergy, 579 laity
    585 – Quorum for Plenary Session
    296 – Quorum for Clergy Session

LI 100 – Yes 1,156, No 13 – vote totals are only 
among credentialed voting members
LI 101 – Yes 1,158, No 11 – vote totals are only 
among credentialed voting members

By location – includes voting  
                      and non-voting persons
From Home – 1,022
From Remote Locations – 166

Marion Aldersgate – 13
Metropolis First – 12 
Mattoon First – 9 
Pekin Grace – 24 
Champaign Faith – 14
Mt. Vernon West Salem Trinity – 16
Olney Immanuel – 12
Pittsfield – 7 
Quincy Vermont St – 6
Belleville St. Matthew – 16
Decatur First – 10
East Moline Christ – 15 
Coal City – 12 

We are not without hope if Jesus is with us

Legislative Item Title Action Taken

100 Amendment to Standing Rules to Provide for online meetings 1, 156-13

101 Amendment to By-Laws to clarify rules of order for online meetings 1, 158-11

102 Organizational motions 868-7

103 2021 Conference Spending Plan 837-23

104 Clergy Health Insurance Allowance 845-20 (CC)

105 2021 Housing Exclusion of Retired and Disabled Clergy 845-20 (CC)

106 Commission on Equitable Compensation 845-20 (CC)

107 Policy Revision - Transportation Procedure 845-20 (CC)

108 Prevention of Bullying 845-20 (CC)

109 Committee on Nominations 845-20 (CC)

110 Property Matter - Closure of Big Prairie UMC 845-20 (CC)

111 Property Matter - Closure - Center UMC 845-20 (CC)

112 Property Matter - Closure - Dix UMC 845-20 (CC)

113 Property Matter - Closure - LaHarpe UMC 845-20 (CC)

114 Property Matter - Closure - Lawrenceville Otterbein UMC 845-20 (CC)

115 Property Matter - Closure - New Salem UMC 845-20 (CC)

116 Property Matter - Closure - Ohio Chapel UMC 845-20 (CC)

117 Property Matter - Closure - Orange Chapel UMC 845-20 (CC)

118 Property Matter - Closure - Tiskilwa UMC 845-20 (CC)

119 Property Matter - Closure - Vermont UMC 845-20 (CC)

Report 200 Advance Specials and Five Star Challenge Received

Report 201 Conference Treasurer Received

Report 202 IGRC Board of Trustees Received

Report 203 IGRC Board of Pensions Received

Report 204 Preachers' Aid Society and Benefit Fund 913-16

Report 205 United Methodist Foundation 857-7

Report 206 Connectional Ministries and Related Spending Plans Received as part of LI 103
HOPE CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

(CC) Denotes items approved with a single 
vote on the consent calendar
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ROLL OF THE DEAD: Clergy members and spouses

ROLL OF THE DEAD: Lay members

ANSEL ATWOOD ADA BELLE BISSEY WILLA BRUCE KEN BURRUS MYRTHEL BULA HERTZ JOHN R. CURTIS, JR. JOHN A. DOUGLAS SHIRLEY EDWARDS

RUTH ANDERSON MYRTLE PRUSSNER PORTER WOMELDORFF

MARGARET FARMER

KEITH FERGUSON RICHARD FRANKSON GARY GARRETSON JEFF HALEY TOM HANZEL MABEL ANNE HARJES ROBERT HOLLIS DAVID J. HUTTON

JAMES M. JENKINS LISA SCOTT-JOINER JOHN W. LEE DON LOWEBERNARD KNEALE ELMER E. MARITT DAVID MELVIN SCOTT MEYERS

THEODORE MITCHELL BARBARA NEWHALL JACK NEWSOME SHARON L. POTTER RUTH PRATT

MARK HARRIS

ROBERT E. MCDONALD

EARL R. RENSHAW SANDRA KAY RENSHAW

GEORGE G. RUSSELL

MARY ROSEBRAUGH

CHARLES M. SCHWAAB JEANNETTE STEVENS RALPH TOTTEN

OLGA YOUNG GEORGE YOUTZY

EILEEN GUENTHER
JOAN OREWILER 
ESTA VANMETER

No Photos 
Available:

MARIE WHITE WEBB MAX WOODTERRY R. WERNERJEAN WEBSTERMERLIN ROTH

A N N U A L  C O N F E R E N C E
R O L L  O F  T H E  D E A D

JAMES C. ELDER

JOSEPH R. GARDINER

DOROTHY ISAACS

PROSPER O. TOUORNEAR

C. DOUGLAS ROREX   DONALD E. PRATT

THE INFLUENCE OF THE SAINTS 
CONTINUES TO LIVE ON
BY PAUL BLACK

Even as members of the Annual Conference paid 
their respects to the 58 brothers and sisters who had 
joined the Church Triumphant since the last Annual 
Conference, Rev. Randall Robinson urged his audience to 
use this as a time of inspiration, examination and possibly 
course correction.

“I am certain that the brothers and sisters we 
remember today would tell us this -- our lives are short. 
Our opportunity to serve Christ is limited and soon we 
will reach our destination,” Robinson said. “The question 
for us is always, are we moving on toward God? If not, 
where are we going? ,,, so, that when all is said and done, 
we will have finished well, even as they have.”

This year’s Memorial Service was aired on Aug. 12 
in a runup to the 2020 Annual Conference session. You 
may view the entire Memorial Service at: https://vimeo.
com/445932525 

Robinson said he believes that primary is the 
lordship of Christ.

“If we belong to the Lord, then all that the Lord has 
belongs to us,” he said. “This includes divine authority 
and power.” He said, “Jesus bestowed divine authority 
and power upon his followers at the climax of each of 
the four gospels, and once again, on the day of Pentecost. 
And what kind of power is this, which belongs to the 
Lord and is transmitted to the church? I believe it's power 
to turn compassion into action, which strikes me as the 
predominant theme of Jesus' ministry. It's also power 
to persevere in the face of uncertainty and suffering. It's 

power to love the unlovable, it's power to live generously 
without fear or anxiety. It's the desperately needed power 
to overcome evil with good. It's power to speak truth in a 
culture where truth is often in short supply, and its power 
to rejoice even in the face of death.”

The second quality of those being remembered 
were “they stood firm in this faith, that is, they were 
committed.” Robinson said that commitments are made 
to rule our feelings and keep us on the right track when 
our feelings would cause us to veer. 

 “I've tried to count the number of local churches 
served by the clergy and spouses on our list today and I've 
added in the number of churches represented by our laity 
as well. It appears we're looking at more than 300 local 
churches, congregations, real, flesh and blood human 
beings whose lives were touched and blessed and healed 
and challenged and moved in the direction of God by the 
joyful commitment of these brothers and sisters. 

“I wish in one great vision God would pull back 
the curtain and allow us to see the extent of their 
influence. All the infants and children and adults who 
were baptized, all the couples who were counseled and 
married, all the youth that were led on mission trips, all 
the grieving families who found comfort and hope. How 
many homes and hospital rooms grew brighter because 
the light of Christ shown through these precious ones 
into the darkness of our human condition? How many 
were brought to faith in Jesus Christ and how many were 
set on the path to perfect love because these servants 
served from the joy of their commitment to Jesus Christ? 
Of course, I'm asking a question that only God can 

Living in the midst of unexpected expectation
BY PAUL BLACK

Even in the midst of concluding one’s 
ministry this year, Rev. R. Bruce Weiman noted 
the irony of the day and what probably is on 
the minds of the 31 retirees with 868 years of 
ministry in these days of global pandemic.

“This is not what we expected at all for our 
retirement recognition service, or retirement 
itself for that matter. We expected that this 
service would be before retirement, a couple of 
weeks before, and it would have encouraging 
words of anticipation for when we were going 
to retire and getting ready to retire,” Weiman 
said. Instead, we've been retired for about six 
weeks, and maybe we think we're sort of getting 
a handle on this retirement thing.”

The retirement recognition service was 
aired Aug. 10 in the week leading up to the 2020 
Annual Conference. You may view the video of 
the entire Retiree Recognition Service at: https://
vimeo.com/445900866 

Using II Thessalonians 2:13-17, Weiman 
weaved together a journey that pastors faced 
whether they were retiring or not. It began 
around the beginning of Lent. 

“We didn't end our years of ministry in the 
way that we expected.” Weiman recalled. “You 
know, I thought that I would have the usual rush 
of Easter, the Holy Week services, the Easter 
studies, all those things that go into preparing 
for Easter. Once that was over, I could sort 
of get back and coast through the rest of the 
next couple of months before I retired. Get the 
parsonage all packed up, find where I'm going to 
live. Some of you have done that. That last couple 
of months would be kind of a time to refresh and 
to take a breath.”

Instead, the pandemic changed things.
“We all learned new skills during that last 

couple of months,” he said. “I don't know about 
anybody else, but I worked harder in those two 
months than I think I ever have for an extended 
period of time in my entire ministry.

“We expected to have our retirement party, 
to have some kind of a closure. Everybody who 
moved thought that they were going to have 
some kind of an event where they could get 
together, say goodbye to their one congregation, 
go on to their next. But that didn't happen. We 
expected that to go away.

“Then the unexpected doubled down. We 
expected to have a retirement. Then we expected 
not to have that party. Now, it turned out we 
got into phase 4, so I hope that all of you had 
the kind of experience I had. We were able to 
get together and have a good time together, and 
enjoy some laughs, and say our goodbyes. The 
unexpected became the expected, which was 
unexpected.

“But there was still no potluck. What's with 
this? How can we have a Methodist gathering 
without a potluck?”

Turning to Scripture, Weiman noted that 
God continually does the unexpected. 

“God's best work is done in the midst, in the 
middle of the unexpected,” he said. “In fact, God 
seems to create the unexpected just so that good 
work happens. God chooses a people, not the 
biggest, or the best, or the most powerful group 
of people, not the strongest, but the least. That's 
highly unexpected.” 

Telling his own story of an unexpected 
call, Weiman noted that God called him as a 
chemistry major in college. And in the midst of 
the global pandemic, the church and its pastors 
were pressed into new avenues of ministry.

“I remember the day that I decided that we 
could not worship together in the building for a 
while, and I literally wept,” Weiman said. “Yet, we 
moved on into the unexpected and did amazing 
and wonderful things. We found creative 
ways, new ways to stay connected with our 
congregations. We all became video stars! We 
had our worship services, and devotionals, and 
meetings, and Bible studies, and had all kinds of 
things we did on video. We connected. We stayed 
connected with our congregations. People in 
our congregations stepped up and did amazing 
things in the midst of this unexpectedness. 

“I've seen your posts. I've seen what 
congregations have done. We put hearts on our 
windows to stay connected with people who are 
walking by just to let them know that we are in 
solidarity. We formed singing groups. We went 
to one person after another and sang songs and 
serenaded them. We reached out and created 
ways. We learned how to neighbor again.”

Telling a story that first appeared in the 
Atlantic Monthly in 1916 of Sadie Virginia 
Smithson, a dressmaker who found herself in 
the midst of carnage when she traveled to France 
during World War I. Happening upon wounded 
soldier, she was moved to assist him even at risk 
to her own life.

Working all night, Smithson tended to them. 
At sunrise, an ambulance came onto the scene 
and asked her what she was doing there. 

Standing straight amidst the carnage, looked 
at the officer, and said, "I'm Miss Smithson, Sadie 
Virginia Smithson, and I've been holding hell 
back all night." He stared at her for a bit and said, 
"Well, Miss Sadie Virginia Smithson, I'm glad 
you held some of it back, for everybody else in 
the world was letting it loose last night.".

“During our aggregate 868 years of service, 
we held hell back,” Weiman said. “Now, maybe 
we didn't think of it in that way. Maybe we didn't 
expected to be doing that, but that's what we 
did. That was part of our job. We held hell back 
by feeding God's hungry people. We held hell 
back by teaching children and adults the biblical 
stories of God's compassion and love, of his 
death and resurrection. 

We held hell back by holding people in the 
midst of their deepest griefs. We have been at the 
bedsides of people who are dying. We have held 
onto their surviving family. We have prayed with 
them. We have hugged them. We have been with 
them. We have wept with them.

“God continues to do the unexpected. We 
held hell back by counseling individuals and 
couples. We held hell back by confirmation 
classes, by going to places where angels fear to 
tread. We held hell back by serving, because 
Jesus demands that of us. He demands us to do 
things for folks no matter how unexpected.”

“The truth is that God's people thrive on the 
unexpected,” Weiman said. “We have proven that 
in these last months. We have an unexpected 
retirement, and we are retirees, we will continue 
to serve, some in very unexpected ways.”
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A N N U A L  C O N F E R E N C E
R E T I R E E S  R E C O G N I T I O N

answer, what is the sum total of their influence, their 
witness to Christ?” 

Robinson concluded by saying, “Today, in the 
presence of Christ in the church, we affirm this very 
faith. Today in this service, we will do more, much more 
than simply remember these brothers and sisters who 
have reached their destination and received their eternal 
reward. Today, we profess our faith in the communion 
of saints. Their living influence is felt still. They have 
paved the way toward God for us. Our faith has grown 
and matured because of theirs. Their witness is still alive 
throughout the churches of our conference and in the 
countless lives they touched and blessed and healed 
along the way.”
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&  C A B I N E T  A D D R E S S

RUSSELL RHODES

STEVEN BARRETT

access to them has been limited due to the coronavirus, 
but we have discovered ways to worship in spite of these 
obstacles. We have discovered ways that we can practice 
the presence of Christ among us and with us. Windows 
and doors of opportunity have been opened to those 
willing, to explore new ways to pursue, practice and 
participate in worship.

It has become amazingly clear that God is at work in 
spite of these deadly worldwide pandemic. In spite of the 
deadly pandemic, God is at work.

In the Bible, Exodus 3 records a story of Moses 
experience when he saw a bush on fire on the side of 
Mount Sinai, when he saw this bush, he noticed that 
the bush was not consumed. It was on fire, but it didn't 
burn up. It was there that God caught Moses attention 
and Moses went over to see the site and God said to him, 
"take off your shoes for the place you're standing is holy 
ground." Holy ground and holy moments are joined 
together for our edification and our education, as God 
equips us to assist in the work of the emancipation of 
those trapped in spiritual darkness. We dare not miss this 
opportunity to recognize that God is trying desperately to 
get our attention and to help us experience God's self-
disclosure in new and exciting ways.

Moses turned aside to see this unusual site and it 
was there that Moses had a divine encounter with God. 
I believe the writer of that spiritual, the singer of that 

spiritual, had a divine encounter with Jesus. He said, "I 
was way down the under all by myself and I couldn't hear 
nobody pray," but as he talked about the presence of Jesus, 
he had an encounter with God.

I'm having a blast watching God work in the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference, creating Holy ground in 
unusual and unanticipated places. You know, it occurred 
to me the other day as I was reading the scriptures, that 
God has a stimulus package. God has a stimulus package 
ministry. God provided daily manna for the children of 
Israel during their wilderness wandering, God provided 
for the widow of Zarephath, God provided for Elijah 
and for the prophet's widow using her little oil jug. God 
provided a song for Paul and Silas at midnight that 
opened up the prison doors. God, just as God has always 
done transforms our hurts and turns them into hurdles 
for his glory. God has a stimulus package.

You ask me why it is that a shout is welling up inside 
of me. It's because we have a good, a gracious and a loving 
God that is present with us in the form of Jesus Christ. 
This season of the coronavirus has forced us to look for 
God in new and unfamiliar places. Yet God is calling us 
into new territories with new opportunities to discover 
new ways of encountering the God who is constantly 
trying to get us to turn aside and take off our shoes. We 
are indeed standing on holy ground. God is not content to 
burn in the bush. God wants to set our hearts on fire.

Are you available? Are you listening? Are you simply 
rehashing the echoes of that sorrow song? I was way 
down yonder all by myself and I couldn't hear nobody 
pray. That beautiful sorrow spiritual that I quoted earlier 
is often followed up with another spiritual that asked the 
question, brother, sister, how did you feel when you came 
out of the wilderness? How did you feel when things 
got better? How did you feel when you came out? The 
response is I felt like clapping. I felt like singing. I felt like 
shouting.

You see that person went down in the wilderness. 
They said, I went down. I didn't go to stay, but my soul got 
happy and I stayed all day. Yes, there is welling up inside 
of me, a shout of joy and a shout of victory. I'm not going 
to wait until this battle is over for me to shout and give 
God the praise that God is due. I am fired up because I'm 
with Jesus on holy ground. In his presence, the song says, 
there is joy beyond all measure and at his feet, peace of 
mind can still be found and if you have a need, I know he 
has the answer, reach out and claim it for, we are standing 
on holy ground.

We are indeed standing on holy ground and I know 
that there are angels all around. Let us praise. Let us 
shout. Let us worship Jesus now because we are standing 
on holy ground.

HOPE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
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WE AIN’T WHERE WE WAS!
(Editor’s note: The following is a transcript of Bishop Frank J. Beard’s Episcopal Address delivered 

online on Aug. 13 as part of the 2020 Annual Conference. You may view the video at: https://vimeo.com/446236894)

I am reminded of the two brothers that rented a house-
boat on the Ohio River. It was late and they were tired. 
They found a spot and tied the front end to a branch.  At 
some point during the night, the branch broke off and the 
rope was freed.

The next morning, discovering their plight, one brother 
yelled to the other brother, “Hey Bubba, We Ain’t Where 
We Was!”

My sisters and my brothers, Clergy and Laity of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference, We ain’t where we was!

Each Annual Conference has its own traditions and most 
of our Methodist Conferences or Clergy Sessions begin 
with singing Charles Wesley’s hymn, And Are We Yet Alive? 
It is the hymn with which Methodists have opened annual 
conferences going all the way back to the Wesleys. 

It begins with these verses:

And are we yet alive, 
and see each other's face? 
Glory and thanks to Jesus give 
for his almighty grace! 

Preserved by power divine 
to full salvation here, 
again in Jesus' praise we join, 
and in his sight appear. 

What troubles have we seen, 
what mighty conflicts past, 
fightings without, and fears within,
since we assembled last! 

A lot has happened since we assembled last. We find 
ourselves drifting from the shore.

We ain’t where we was; everything has changed.

We FIND OURSELVES  in the midst of a worldwide  
PANDEMIC.

SOMEONE SAID, “EVERYTHING HAS CHANGED!” 
Things have changed 
Things are changing
There is no “normal”

But one thing has not changed, in fact, the most impor-
tant thing has not changed for Christians. Jesus is still in 
the boat with us. 

It may seem at times that he’s asleep on a cushion, but 
he is still in the boat.

4 things this Pandemic has done for the Churches in our 
Annual Conference:

• The Pandemic has normalized Change – Prior 
to the COVID-19 virus, the majority of our churches 
were being tortured and beaten into submission by 
the three demons of defeat; Same, Lame and Tame.  
Many of our churches feared change. 

Because of COVID-19 many of our churches have 
discovered that they can embrace change and that 
they can live and thrive in the midst of a changing 
world.  Some, not all, have gotten use to the idea that 
things are going to change and that the church is 
more relevant when we are nimble and responsive in 
dealing with change.

• The Pandemic has helped us to recover our adapt-
ability and flexibility. We have learned what it means 
to operate when plan A, B and C are no longer viable 
options. Being adaptable and flexible has allowed us to 
put new wine into new wineskins. We have learned that 
we can do it and do it without having all of the meet-
ings that we were accustomed to holding.

• The Pandemic has helped us increase our com-
munity and global awareness. Our Conference 
has always been at the forefront of mission work, but 
we have not always connected our personal ministry 
projects with the Great Commission mandate to go 
into ALL the world. This pandemic has reminded 
us that our mission extends beyond our own front 
porch. People are looking to the church for answers 
and for help. 

It is the corporate job of the church to be the hands, 
feet, arms and legs of Jesus Christ in as many places 
as we can. We are the conduits of mercy, love, grace 
and Hope that God will use to reach the world.

• This pandemic has helped us to rediscover the 
power of Prayer and its impact outside of the 
church buildings and facilities. We were forced 
to take prayer outside of the church buildings and 
make prayer a central focus within the walls of our 
homes once again. We have learned that it is ok and 
acceptable to let people know that they can count 
on our prayers and that the power of prayer is one of 
the things that will lead us through this pandemic.

SHAKING THINGS UP IN A TIME LIKE NO OTHER
(Editor’s note: Below is a transcript of the Cabinet Address delivered by Kaskaskia River District Superintendent Carol Lakota Eastin  
online Aug. 11 as part of the 2020 Annual Conference. You may watch the Address at: https://vimeo.com/445008154) 

Greetings from the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
Cabinet. It's been a year like none other as we have 
faced new challenges and gone on a journey like that 
of Abraham. It was during one of our morning cabinet 
worship services, and I assure you the Cabinet does 
worship and pray every day when we are gathered, that we 
read from Joshua 3. Before the Israelites could cross the 
Jordan River and go into the Promised Land, they were 
told, "You have not passed this way before." And they were 
required to wait three days in order to sanctify themselves.

We find ourselves amidst the global pandemic, often 
having to pause and wait. And perhaps for the first time 
in a long time as the church, we've been forced to consider 
how will we go forward? Do we want to go back to where 
we were before, business as usual? And then we ask how 
effective was our ministry anyway? 

Sometimes we smile with Mike Crawford about the 
challenge he set before us to reach 1,000 new people in 
1,000 new places. I think we've more than done it with 
all the new livestream worship services and small groups. 
Just this week, a pastor shared with me that six persons 
have accepted Christ while participating in his online 
worship services.

In Hebrews 12, we read, "Things are being shaken 
up. And his voice shook the earth, but now he has 
promised once more, I will shake not only the earth, but 
also the heavens. What can be shaken? Created things. 
We are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken. Let 
us be thankful and so we shipped God acceptably with 
reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire." 
God shakes things up. For those who are willing to risk 
the spiritual journey, which always means leaving what 
is familiar and moving toward an unknown destination, 
we have the amazing opportunity to revive the Christian 
movement and to reshape the church. We have had to ask 

the question, "What is essential to Christian life? What is 
essential to church and worship? We all have our favorite 
things, but what is essential?"

What did Jesus say was primary? Love the Lord, your 
God, with all your heart, soul, and mind, and love your 
neighbor as yourself. Our practices as United Methodist 
are centered on Jesus' new commandment, love one 
another. And we claim to define and strive to remain 
in connection to each other in Christ. As a cabinet, we 
stress the importance of working together as a team. 
This is not a time for any of us to be a lone wolf. We need 
to strengthen our covenant as clergy and develop the 
connections between clergy and laity. In our response to 
tough issues like the global pandemic, the epidemic of 
racism, and the current civil rights movement we must 
work together.

Soon after the death of George Floyd, our Cabinet 
and appointed staff issued a statement on racism. We are 
committed to the study of racism in all its obvious and its 
disguises and to process a time of self-examination as we 
look at our personal lives at the systems from which we 
benefit, and that includes the systems that are a part of 
our own United Methodist Church. 

I trust that in this unprecedented time of worship 
in our homes has led you to a time of self-examination 
as well. We understand that as individuals we have 
prejudices to be addressed, as well as a deeper, more 
challenging problem -- systemic racism. We are ready to 
hear God's call for just actions. What ought the church 
become if not a multicultural or diverse home for all 
people? Should it not reflect the Kingdom of God, which 
Jesus was teaching?

Do we not need to let God shake things up, that we 
have created, in order for the kingdom, which cannot be 
shaken, to be given as God's gift to us? It is not time to 

claim to things as the way they were neither in the local 
church, nor as a conference. We must creatively look 
at our systems, our resources, and find new models for 
communication and spiritual renewal. It has been said, 
necessity is the mother of invention. Truly we're in a time 
of significant creative and lasting change.

The United Methodist motto, “See All the People,” 
may be finally happening. And getting outside of our 
buildings, we are seeing the people. Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
said, "The church is a community that exists for others. 
The missionary character of the church is not incidental, 
but instead essential to our very being as the people 
of God." When the church keeps its eye on Christ and 
remains open to the movement of the Holy Spirit, 
Jesus Christ will offer healing of our grief and our 
woundedness. And as he always has, he will call us to 
repentance. Christ deconstructs things as they were so 
that he can make all things new. Jesus shakes things up. 

Don't hold on too tight to the things of our own 
making, some things are going to be let go. Instead, hold 
onto the strong hand of Jesus like Peter as he walked on 
water and keep your eyes on him and you will be amazed 
at what God can do.

EPISCOPAL ADDRESS CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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"Love one another with brotherly affection. 
Outdo one another in showing honor. Never 
flag in zeal, be aglow with the spirit, serve 
the Lord. Rejoice in your hope, be patient in 
tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute 
to the needs of the saints, practice hospitality. 
Bless those who persecute you, bless and 
do not curse them. Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live 
in harmony with one another. Do not be 

haughty, but take thought for what is noble 
in the sight of all. And, if possible, so far as it 
depends upon you, live peaceably with all."  
-- Romans 12: 10-18

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
We live in a fast-paced, frenzied, and complex 
world. At times, it feels like we are being 
someone we don't wish to be and living a 
life we want to change. We long for some 
way to cut through the complexities and the 
turbulence of everyday life. We search for a 
way to overcome the divisiveness, but there is 
no way out, and continuing on is no longer a 
viable option. 

So, where do we turn? And what do we do? 
We turn to the One who created us, who 
loves us, and is willing to help. There are 
Three Simple Rules that have the power to 
change the world we live in. A set of rules that 
can be used by young and old, rich and poor, 
powerful and weak. The rules are not new, 
and they come from our Wesleyan tradition. 
They were taught by John Wesley in a time 

much like our own. He took this blueprint, 
taught it and practiced it. He passed it onto 
us. And now it's time for us to take it, and 
teach it, and practice it until it becomes our 
way of living.

If it worked then, why won't it work now? 
These rules are, do no harm, do good, and 
stay in love with God. I don't think any of us 
imagined that we would be living in such a 
divided world. A world where divisions are 
growing deeper each day. A world of constant 
criticism and upheaval. Nation against nation, 
divided communities, and even divisions 
in our own denomination. Groups that no 
longer focus on nurture and healing, but 
instead on division and conquests. These 
rules are simple, and easily understood, but 
that doesn't make them easy to practice. This 
is a challenging way of life. For too long, we 
have contributed to a culture that encourages 
greed, selfishness, and discourages 
compassion, sharing, and fairness. We want 
to be faithful, but the world holds us back.

While teaching English as a second language 
to a group of high school students, the use 
of reflective pronouns came up, the words 
like myself, and yourself, and himself. And so, 
the teacher asked her students to complete 
a following sentence, "God helps those who 
help blank?" Confused, one of the students 
came up after class to ask the teacher the 
correct answer. The teacher told him that this 
was a common saying in the United States, 
and that the correct answer was themselves. 
God helps those who help themselves. 
"Oh," the student said, "I thought God helps 
those who help others." He understood. The 
question is, do we?

Staying in love with God should be the 
foundation for all that we do. And one of the 
ways to ensure that our foundation is strong 
is to practice the spiritual disciplines of the 
Lord's Supper, prayer, Bible study, reading the 
Scriptures and fasting. Following these rules 
can lead to a transforming life. A life where 

It’s been quite a ride!
(The following is a transcript of the Laity Address delivered by Conference Lay Leader Ken Miller Aug. 15 as part of the plenary session of the 2020 Annual Conference held online.)

A N N U A L  C O N F E R E N C E
N E W S  C O N T I N U E D

I stand amazed at the many ways that God is at work in 
the midst of this pandemic.

• We have learned that we can be effective outside of 
the church buildings. 

• We can reach new people using new technology. 

• We have learned that no one is promised tomorrow, 
and every day is a precious gift from God.

• We have learned that we are all vulnerable and need 
the help of a merciful God.

Sister and Brothers, “WE AINT WHERE WE WAS,” but 
Jesus is still in the boat with us! He has not stilled this 
present storm, but he has shown that he is awake, alert, 
and attentive to our needs.

The IGRC is full of stories of triumph in the midst of this 
current pandemic. Our church buildings may have been 
closed, but we never stopped engaging in mission and 
ministry. 

• We have continued to offer Christ as we feed the 
hungry, clothe the naked, and reach out to the sick 
and shut-in.

• We have continued to advocate for the downtrodden 
and the marginalized. 

• We applaud and offer cheers of support for the front-
line care givers and health workers, and we pray for 
their safety.

• We’ve learned how to care for others through per-
sonal acts of self-denial and sacrifice.

• We make and distribute face masks, teach folks how 
to ZOOM or face-time, discover new ways to wor-
ship and experience Christ as a connectional virtual 
community. 

Brothers and sisters, we ain’t where we was!

I am proud of our Annual Conference!  No pastor or 
Conference employed layperson has lost their job. Our 
Conference ministries, while financially stretched, are still 
viable. Our Conference directors, staff, lay leaders and 
Cabinet have discovered new ways of attending to and 
addressing the needs of this Annual Conference.

The winds of adversity are still howling, the waves of 
destruction are still threatening to capsize us, but I know 
that Jesus is in the boat and in just a minute he’s going to 
say, “Peace, Be Still!” 

The lightning is still flashing, but don’t be discouraged, 
Jesus is in the boat. The thunder of racism is still rum-
bling but, be not dismayed, Jesus is in the boat. The rain 
drops of apathy and indifference are falling but don’t be 
disappointed, Jesus is in the boat. No, my friends, we ain’t 
where we was, and it does not look like we are going to 
get back to normal, but take comfort, be of good courage, 
Jesus is in the boat.

As we continue to relaunch and revision a post-pandem-
ic church and Conference, let us strive to have churches 
where Jesus is the main attraction. Let us find new ways 
to preach Jesus in our new reality.

• Let us not shrink back from the new challenges that 
we face by going back to business as usual, worship 
as usual, or ministry limited to the old paradigms. 

• The church needs to speak up and step out so that 
light can shine in the places of darkness. We have 
much work to do. We have many issues that are 
screaming for our attention.

It is okay for us to proclaim that “Black lives matter.” Every 
church in our Conference should proudly proclaim that, 
“Red and yellow, black and white, ALL are precious in 
God’s sight.” All lives matter.  Especially those lives that 
are lost and have not found peace with Jesus Christ and 
remain out of place, out of purpose-filled production, and 
out of the plan that Christ has for them.

I’ve had the honor of serving you for four years. The time 
has gone quickly. I’ve spent the first four years trying to 
get to know you. I’ve traveled through this Annual Confer-
ence several times and I’m not done yet. I will continue to 
move about our Annual Conference in hopes of knowing 
you all better. 

I have tried to get to know you and to let you know me, 
warts and all.

My priorities have been:

1. To increase the Prayer Temperature throughout our 
entire Conference.

2. To offer a non-anxious presence while addressing 
areas that we need to change.  

During my first four years we have made a few 
changes:

 ■ We have tried to build a stronger, leaner, more 
passion-filled Annual Conference.

 ■ We have tries to tear down walls of separation and 
the separate ministry silos in the IGRC.

 ■ We have tried to communicate clear clergy expec-
tations and boost morale.

 ■ We have sought to empower laity and to recruit 
and develop new lay leaders.

 ■ We have worked to renew our Camping Ministry.

 ■ We have created a more diverse Cabinet, one 
that fully reflects the rich diversity of our Annual 
Conference.

 ■ We have worked to develop stronger Connectional 
Ministries that strengthen and equip the work of 
our churches. 

 ■ We have sought to revitalize Church Development 
and to strengthen and assist local churches to 
reach new people for Jesus Christ.

 ■ We continue to advocate for stronger ministries 
that touch the lives of families and children as we 
strive to complete a vital finance drive for the Our 
Conference Our Kids campaign.

Thanks be to God, we ain’t where we was!

3. My priorities have included assessing where we 
are so we can determine where we need to go.  I’ve 
said over and over, “we’ve got a hole in the boat and 
we are taking on water.” During this next four years 
we’ve got to patch the hole and we’ve got to turn 
this ship away from the rocks.

I love being your Bishop and I look forward to lead-
ing you, the Lord Willing, for another four years. We 
have much work to do and I will not rest until we are 
the strongest Annual Conference in our Jurisdiction.

While I don’t know the exact route, I do know what we 
are called to look like, as we continue to journey together. 
The IGRC is called to have Christ-centered churches that 
are vital and fully engaged in mission and ministries that 
meets the needs of their community.

The IGRC must have mature Christian disciples, that 
know how to make disciples for Jesus Christ and the 
transformation of the world.

The IGRC must have pastors that are committed to pur-
suing clergy excellence in their call as they keep Jesus at 
the center of their preaching, praying, teaching, leading 
and loving the people they are called to shepherd.

The laity of the IGRC are challenged to be ambassadors 
for Jesus Christ that are empowered, equipped and en-
gaged in mission and ministry.

All of us are called to serve Jesus Christ and the church, 
enabled by the Holy Spirit, through our prayers, pres-
ence, gifts, service and through our witness of the Lord-
ship of Jesus Christ.

I look forward to the next four years!

Charles Wesley concludes his great hymn, And Are We 
Yet Alive? with these beautiful words of resolution:

Let us take up the cross 
till we the crown obtain, 
and gladly reckon all things loss 
so we may Jesus gain.

Lord, let it be so! 

EPISCOPAL ADDRESS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

(The following is a transcript of the Connectional Ministries Report given by IGRC Director of Connectional Ministries Curtis Brown during the plenary session Aug. 15.)

I am excited to be here to bring you an update about 
some of the ministries that we have going on throughout 
our conference. This year we are particularly excited to be 
celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center. They have lovely t-shirts, you can get 
them on their website, www.midwestmission.org.  

This is also the year that we are hoping to announce 
together a new partnership with Midwest Mission, as we 
are working together around our early response team 
and our volunteer and mission training, for our disaster 
response here in Illinois. We have a lot going on in our 
mission work.

I particularly want to take this opportunity to thank 
the volunteers who've been engaged in our missions. 
A special shout-out to Sara Brown, who has been our 
Conference Disaster Response Coordinator, and to 
Becky McGinnis, who has been our chairperson of our 
Specialized Ministries Committee. Both have done 
tremendous work on your behalf, helping to get resources, 
aid and assistance out to all of our churches and to the 
folks in our community.

I also want to say a thank you to all of you who are Five 
Star Mission Churches. Your faithfulness in supporting 
our missions makes a profound difference. Also to every 
church that stepped up during this COVID-19 pandemic 
through your Food Assistance Ministries, we were so 
pleased to be able to give out about $75,000 in food 
assistant ministry grants, to about 150 of our churches that 
are doing everything they can to feed the folks in their 
communities. If you want to help us provide this disaster 
response, I encourage you to think about making a gift to 
our Conference Emergency Response Fund. There is still 
opportunities to do this through an Advanced Special at 

your church, through our conference treasurer, or through 
your local church treasurer.

Our conference hasn't just been about missions 
this year. We've been making a profound investment in 
leadership development. Some of you know that we made 
the hard decision early on not to hold a camping season 
this year, but our camp program has been invested in 
developing new young leaders with kids through their 
Camp in a Box program, where they've been mailing 
out activities on a monthly basis, and connecting them 
together through all kinds of online activities as well. It's 
been amazing experience. 

We also want to give a shout-out to our Marked 
Leadership Camp, which is the Leadership Development 
Program for Youth, our Ephesians 4 Leadership Initiative 
for Young Adults, the new Culture of Call team that's 
working to develop new young clergy, our internship 
program which has really been one of our stellar programs 
where we place young people into ministry internships 
throughout our conference, and also to our scholarships 
that are available through our Higher Education 
Committee. All of these are ways that we are investing 
in young people so that we can help raise up a new 
generation of leaders for The United Methodist Church.

We have pivoted this year around our congregational 
development work in some profound ways. None of us 
were expecting that we wouldn't be in a regular normal 
sort of year of church. It has been amazing to watch 
how our church leaders have stepped up to reach out 
in their communities in new ways. Our congregational 
development team was really pleased to give out almost 
$30,000 to over 70 churches as part of their Ministry 
Worship technology micro grants, to help people 
purchase equipment that they need to broadcast their 
services. We were really thrilled around our Forward in 
Ministry grants. We had 312 churches and we gave out 
slightly over $1 million as we repurposed some loan funds 
to make them available for our churches in order to be 
engaged in new and different kinds of ministries.

Now we want you to be thinking about: How can you 
engage even further? Our Prairie Fire Initiative through 
the Congregational Development Committee, is a way for 
you to develop small house and community groups that 
might be reaching out to your neighbors, and helping to 
bring the gospel of Christ alive and present in new ways 

in your community. I encourage you to check it out.
I also want to celebrate the great work that has been 

going on through our Prayer Initiative. They have been 
sending out a weekly prayer devotional every Wednesday, 
through which many have been connecting and praying. 
They have their Sunday evening prayer line call, led by 
Aletha Weatherall. This is an amazing opportunity for 
you to connect with other praying people throughout 
our conference. A special shout-out as they are helping 
to organize a revival and intercession for healing from 
COVID-19, that will happen online Oct 23. We will be 
indoors if we can, we'll be in the parking lot if we can, 
we'll be online for sure. Watch for more information and 
join us in our prayers each and every day to bring an end 
to this pandemic.

Finally, I want to give a special shout-out to some of 
our staff changes. You know that we've had a couple of 
folks who have moved on from our conference staff this 
year. Peggy Hisey took a new job in Florida to be closer to 
family. Bunny Wolfe retired after 17 years as our Missions 
Coordinator, to move to be closer to her kids in Seattle. 
They have done tremendous work for us, and I'm just 
deeply grateful for all of their service.

I also want to give a shout-out to Curt Franklin who 
has taken on some additional roles in early response and 
disaster response coordination for us. And Amy Shreve, 
who has joined not just in higher education and young 
adult ministries, but also has stepped in in congregational 
development to take on some additional responsibilities.

We are blessed with a really amazing team of folks 
who are giving it their all in the mission of our church. 

Finally, this year, we marked the transition of 
MacMurray College. I want to just conclude by giving 
a word of thanks and appreciation for the 174 years 
of ministry of MacMurray College. It was founded by 
Methodists to help educate our community, and we have 
seen generation and generation of young leaders being 
raised up and sent out through its ministries. We have 
been blessed to have MacMurray as a partner. We are 
grateful for its work and we will miss it in years to come. 

Thank you all for your faithfulness in continuing 
to serve our communities, continuing to serve our 
neighbors, continuing to connect in mission through the 
United Methodist Church around the world. God's peace 
and blessing on you always.

Unexpected times brings forth innovation, creative ministries

Meet Lorene King, our new Conference Lay Leader 

C O N N E C T I O N A L  M I N I S T R I E S
A N D  L A I T Y  A D D R E S S

LAITY ADDRESS CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Hello. My name is Lorene King and I am currently serving in 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference as the Illinois River District Lay 
Leader, a member of the Conference Benevolence and Evangelism 
committees. 

And I just want you all to know that when I first was asked to 
accept this responsibility, I was a little bit hesitant and I said, "I needed 
some time to think about it and pray over it." And during that period, 
I remember way back in the 1990s, when I went to my first lay servant 
ministry class and I said that if I was asked, I would say, "Yes, Lord." 
I also remember doing training with a district superintendent and 
leading devotion, I remember saying, "Here I am, Lord, if you need 
me, I will follow wherever you lead me." So then with best spirit, I 

had to remember that once I accepted Christ and became a practicing 
Christian, that I no longer have a spirit of fear, but I recall the words 
that Christ put in me a spirit of power and especially love.

And so, it was with that spirit that I accepted this position. And 
then I also remembered that I'm part of a team. I might have the 
title “chair,” but it's the collaborative effort of many others that will 
contribute to success for the glory of God. 

So it's that spirit that I'm looking forward more confidently and 
joyfully to assume the responsibility with all the laity and clergy of 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. And I know we will have a joint 
combined effort. I know that we will be successful. I look forward to 
working with you in the coming four years.
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BY KEITH ZIMMERMAN AND AMANDA RICHARDS

Thank you to every local church and to every 
individual and family who has given generously 
throughout the past year, and in the face of the pandemic, 
to Our Conference, Our Kids. Your gifts help ensure the 
continued inclusion of Christ-centered spiritual care 
in the healing ministries of The Baby Fold, Chaddock, 
Cunningham Children's Home, Lessie Bates Davis 
Neighborhood House, and Spero Family Services. 

Along with encouraging support from local churches 
in our conference, the Our Conference, Our Kids steering 
team initiated a leadership donor effort last fall and this 
spring, in which Bishop Beard invited individuals and 
families across the conference to small group gatherings. 
A total of 10 events were scheduled, but the pandemic 
sidelined most of the spring in-person events. In their 
place, we added virtual pacesetter gatherings via Lifesize 
June 22, and we will do so again later this month. These 
efforts have resulted in our now having 45 pacesetter 
level individuals and family donors, joining 492 donor 
churches who have given to this initiative so far.

And there continue to be at least one or more 
churches each month who are making their first gift 
to support our kids. As of July 31, donations and 
commitments to the Our Conference, Our Kids 
Endowment Fund, which is invested with and managed by 
the United Methodist Foundation, is $1,431,875.01. And 
every cent moves us closer to our goal of $2.5 million. And 
we're getting there, thanks to your generosity. Thank you 
for what you're doing in making a difference in the lives of 
our kids now, and for years to come.

WORDS FROM AMANDA
Hey, everybody, as one of the co-chairs of Our 

Conference, Our Kids, I am really glad to join Keith in 
briefing you and bringing you great thanks. It has really 
been fun to be those who bring good news. And so as we 
hear this good news today, and as we celebrate all of the 
gains that we've made for our kids this year, I just can't 

help but think of how scripture tells us that God loves a 
cheerful giver. And I hope that as we have shared all of the 
churches and individuals who are giving generously for 
our kids, that you feel joy. That you feel joy in being part 
of this, in giving the gifts that you have given, that you are 
giving, that you're going to give, because that generosity 
is a joyful thing. And we've been able to do this and make 
all of our current achievements in the face of a pandemic. 
That's a big deal.

So in the midst of all this seriousness, I hope that this 
brings you a moment of joy and celebration. And I simply 
add just one more big thank you for your faithfulness 
through all of this. And if you want to learn more about 
Our Conference, Our Kids, we do have a website. You can 
go to embraceocok.org to learn more. Thank you.

There are some other folks who want to thank you as 
well. And so now we extend thanks from all the folks at 
the agencies, the CEOs, the chaplains, a big thanks from 
our kids.

Go to www.igrc.org/umrc to access the online catalog.
Or order items by email: umrc@igrc.org

New DVD studies:
#101105   Acts: Catching Up with the Spirit
#104104   Don't Give Up: A Study of Hebrews 11 & 12
#106098   For His Glory: Living as God's Masterpiece
#108074   Hebrews: Grace and Gratitude
#108075   Horizontal Jesus: How Our Relationships  

with Others Affect Our Experience with God
#111020   Know What You’re For: A Strategy for Living  

the Life God Wants You to Live
#120082   Trustworthy: A Study of 1 & 2 Kings

New Books:
#820068   Aging: Growing Old in Church
#820064   Are We Really Better Together?  An Evangelical  

Perspective on the Division in the UMC (revised)
#820050   Less Chaos. Less Noise.  Effective  

Communications for an Effective Church
#820049   Rural Church RESCUE: A Call to Restore  

Healthy Churches to Rural North America

New Curriculum samples available  
for two-week preview:
#919051   Wesleyan Journey: A Workbook on  

Salvation - Pastor Guide
#919052   Wesleyan Journey: A Workbook  

on Salvation

UMRC
UNITED MEDIA 
RESOURCE 
CENTER

THANK YOU
with your Gifts

for Embracing

Churches Making Donations to  Our Conference, Our Kids  in July
[Churches listed in Bold made their first recorded  contribution to OCOK]
Alma
Belleville Union
Beverly
Blue Mound
Crescent City
Decatur Grace
Dwight
East Moline  
     Christ Multisite
Eliza Community 
Fairview Center

Fairview Heights  
     Prospect Park
Henry
Herscher
Island Grove
New Baden
Mackinaw
Macomb Wesley
Magnolia
Mahomet
Normal First

Normal Morningstar
Palmyra
Pana
Paris First
Pekin First
Percy
Pontiac First
Quincy Vermont Street 
Quincy Union
Rantoul First
Robinson First

 

  Our Conference, Our Kids                  Advance Special #6960 www.embraceocok.org

C O N F E R E N C E
N E W S

*Information obtained from the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 2019 year-end reporting.

GAVE A TOTAL 
OF

84.3%

7.7%

3.9%

1.4% 2.7%

For more funding information please 
see the IGRC Budget and budget 
narrative submitted and published in 
the IGRC Journal-Yearbook. 

Thank you for your generous financial 
support towards the mission of 
Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the Transformation of the World.

Illinois Great Rivers Conference
of The United Methodist Church IN 2019:

 799
CHURCHES

115,959
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IGRC
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$124,657,555
  TO AND THROUGH THEIR 

LOCAL CHURCHES FOR MINISTRY

For every dollar given to and through 
our local churches in the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference in 2019:
$105,052,651 ......................(84.3%) 
Local Church Mission and Ministries such as:

• Buildings, improvements, debt liquidation, etc. 
• Local church programs  and operations 
• Lay and clergy salaries and benefits 

$9,566,351 ........................... (7.7%) 
Annual Conference Mission and Ministries 

$3,418,557 ............................. (2.7%) 
General Conference Mission and Ministries

$1,773,104 .....................................(1.4%) 
Other United Methodist Ministries

$4,846,892 ...................................(3.9%)
Other Ministries{ }WITH ASSETS TOTALING

$1,559,067,457
IN LAND, BUILDINGS, 

EQUIPMENT, ENDOWMENTS, ETC.

MONEY FOR MINISTRY  Download a copy at:  https://files.constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/8d209a58-1274-4ce5-8037-99b75a4a2f79.pdf

Roseville
Sadorus
Saint Francisville
Saint Joseph
Springfield Jerome
Springfield Laurel
Staunton
Streator First
Warrensburg
Wesley Chapel (Shelbyville)
Westfield
Willow Hill

The UMRC is now shipping resources!
Items can be sent to your church or home address.
NOTE: Jill Stone is in the UMRC on a very limited basis.
Available items requested before 9 am Monday morning  
will be shipped that week.

   Our Conference, Our Kids 
 UPDATE
Thank you to every local church, and to every individual and 
family, who has given generously throughout the past year, 
and in the face of the pandemic…to the Our Conference, Our 
Kids initiative!

Your gifts help “…ensure the continued inclusion of Christ-cen-
tered spiritual care…” in the healing work offered by: The Baby 
Fold, Chaddock, Cunningham Children's Home, Lessie Bates 
Davis Neighborhood House, and Spero Family Services.

Your generous gifts in the Annual Conference offering, and 
every gift you share in the months ahead, move us ever closer 
to the goal of 2.5 million dollars!  

Thank you for what you’re doing in making a difference in the 
spiritual lives of Our Kids!

- Our Conference, Our Kids Steering Team

OUR CONFERENCE, OUR KIDS REPORT:  
$1.4 MILLION AND COUNTING…

we recognize and provide for the needs of others. Three 
simple rules that can be easily understood and practiced by 
everyone, every day. Rules that will guard against doing evil 
and enable us to do good. A way of living that allows us to 
stay in love with God.

Sounds easy doesn't it? The reality is that if you follow 
these rules, your world will be changed. There's going to be 
hardships, and temptations, and times when we'll stumble and 
fall. But the good news is that forgiveness is available. And 
so is a God we can rely on to walk with us. One who stands 
there for us each day. The rules are simple, but the way is not 
easy. It requires great courage and faith, but the rewards are 
amazing and endless. The choice is up to you.

For the last eight years, I have had the great pleasure of being 
your conference lay leader. During those years, I've had an 
opportunity to work with many wonderful people, and do 
some wonderful things for the conference. And I would like to 
thank some of those people right now. I begin with three great 
bishops that I had the pleasure to be with, Bishop Palmer, for 
a short time; Bishop Keaton, and Bishop Beard. I honestly can 
say I learned something different from each one. And they 
were wonderful in my walk of faith. 

• To Jan Griffith, blessings for your common influence, and 
your wonderful wealth of knowledge. 

• To Carol Conover and Karen Schultz, for keeping 
everything running smoothly in the episcopacy office. 

• To the three Directors of Connectional Ministries -- Kent 
Lolling, Tom Logsdon, and Curtis Brown, for all the help 

and knowledge over the years. 

• To Christy Blickensderfer, for always reminding me about 
meetings. And, honestly, I really didn't mean to walk by 
you that day in Chicago.

• To the Connectional Ministries staff -- Beth, Mike, Patric, 
Amy, Kurt, Adrian, and Jill, and to Brenda, for keeping 
everyone organized. 

• To the finance and administrative team -- Mike Potts, 
and Rick Van Giesen before him -- for your knowledge of 
budgets and finance. 

• To Nancy Patton for all that you do to organize annual 
conference, and all the other special conference events. 
And for always greeting people with a smile when they 
come into the Conference Center.

• And to the rest of the team – Teri, Robin, Laura, Shauna, 
and Jeffrey, you are all very important.

• To the Communication Ministries team -- Paul Black, for 
making so many things happen so smoothly, whether 
it be meetings in person or over Lifesize, articles in The 
Current, or all the issues of electronics and voting at 
annual conference. And also thank you for the article 
when I was elected into the Illinois Football Coaches Hall 
of Fame.

• To Doug Stone for keeping me apprised for the passing 
away of our laity members. 

• To Bob Schafer, for all the help he has given me over the 
last several years. It really was appreciated. 

• And to Kim, Polly, and Michele for the awesome work 
that you do.

• To Ted Frost and Keith Anderson for their work with the 
United Methodist Foundation and Preachers’ Aid Society 
and to Carol Sims for keeping them on task.

• o the newly-retired Bunny Wolfe, thank you for all your 
tireless efforts to help people and raise their spirits. 

• Thank you to all the district superintendents I've had the 
privilege to work with, particularly the Vermilion River 
District ones of Keith Zimmerman, Leah Pogemiller and 
Jim Barnett. And to their administrative assistant, to the 
lady who has all the answers, Sandy Shay. 

• To Rhonda Whitaker and Mike Krost, for setting a good 
example of what a conference lay leader should do. 

• To Ava Williams and Jana Waite conference directors 
of Lay Servant Ministries for are working side by side 
with me on the Board of Laity, and to all the district lay 
leaders and district directors of Lay Servant ministries, I 
have had the pleasure to work with over these last eight 
year

Finally, to all the pastors and laity of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference for a fun eight years. I love you all. You have made 
it a wonderful journey. Please, please keep up the good work. 
They say if you love what you do it never becomes work and 
that is the way I feel about the last eight years that I've had the 
pleasure of serving you. 

I leave you with two thoughts: Have Bible, Will Travel.I am 
available to do seminars or fill the pulpit anywhere. And the 
second thought is ”old lay leaders never die. They just find a 
new way to serve. “

God bless you all and stay safe. Thank you.

Director of Communications  
Paul Black, was surprised to 
be presented the Epikoinonia 

(Eppy) Award for Excellence in Communication 
Ministry on Saturday during the virtual Annual 
Conference Session.  The Rev. Gary Henderson, 
Chief Relationship Officer with United Methodist 
Communications (UMCom), presented the award. 

 A well-deserving recipient, Paul has served on 
Conference Staff for 23 years, beginning as an 
Assistant to the Bishop in 1997 and becoming the 
Director of Communications in 2006.  In addition to 
his service with IGRC, Paul has served on the Board 
of Directors of UMCom and has played a key role 
in the communications and technology teams for 
recent Jurisdictional Conferences. Bishop Frank J. 
Beard commented, “Paul is a gifted communicator 
with a keen eye for what works. He has demonstrated 
visionary leadership that is collegial and team 
oriented. I am proud of his accomplishments.” The 
success of the Aug. 15 virtual Annual Conference 
Session and the accessibility of videoconferencing 
technology throughout this pandemic is in large part 
due to the foresight of Paul Black. We congratulate 
our colleague and brother in Christ on this well-
earned recognition.

LAITY ADDRESS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Congratulations 
Paul!

Janice & Stephen Ashwood
Brad & Bonnie Billings
Sandy Collier— 
 In Memory of Bob Collier
Bill & Diana Embry
Scott & Kathy Grulke
Linda Harrod
Patty Johansen & Mike Crawford—
 In Honor of Chaplain Gary  
 Livesay, Chaddock
Al Kulczewski—In Memory of 
 Peggy Kulczewski
Carolyn Leach
Angie Lee
Bobbi McCoy—In Honor of My  
 Grandchildren:  Riley, Connor,  
 Carly & Tori McCoy;  In Memory  
 of my late husband,  
 George M. McCoy
Joe and Marcia Moulden
 

Mary Kathryn Pearce—In Honor 
      of Emil & Jan Deissler  
 on Their Anniversary
Mary Kathryn Pearce—
     In Honor of Nancy Varness on  
 Her Birthday
Jay Regennitter
Springfield Jerome UMC—
     In Memory of New Salem UMC
Dean & Darcie Sutton 
Dennis & Janet Thompson—
      In Honor of Megan, Logan,  
 Meron & Saron Burdette and  
 Micheal & Victoria Perez
Edward Weston 
J Keith Zimmerman and  
Janice L Griffith— 
 In memory of Ken Burrus
J Keith Zimmerman and  
Janice L Griffith —       
 In memory of Rev  
 Dr Joseph Gardiner

Individuals Known to have made Donations in July
[Through their local churches, by mail, online (igrc.org or embraceocok .org)]

District Gifts Received:  
Illinois River, Iroquois River 
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The Pre-Retirement Seminar has been 
tentatively rescheduled for January at the 
Abraham Lincoln Hotel and Convention 
Center in Springfield.

If you are 10 years or less from retirement, 
watch for more information as it becomes 
available.

Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund 

www.pasbf.org • 217-529-3221

Preachers’ Aid helps 
Bridge the Gap

Stay 
Connected!

Roy Anderson
Steve Anderson

Donna Catlin
Chuck Cunningham

Ed Davis
Lynette DeAtley
Randall Douglas

Mike Ebersohl
Almeta Faye Edmiaston

L. Douglas Elmore
Gary Feldman

Ronald George
Jame Hahs
Jerry Haley 

Jackie Havis-Shear 
John Heicher

Tim Pate
Bill Pyatt

Jeff Rasche
Randy Reese

John Salzman
 

Allen Sample
Charles Shelquist
J. Michael Smith

Lois Sorrill
Craig Sweet 

John Tennyson
Joseph Tomich
Kathy Tymonko
Bruce Weiman

Terry Westerfield

Congratulations to this year’s
Retiring Class!


