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Deaths
Olga Young, 98, the widow of the Rev. Clarence C. Young, died 
May 28, in Bloomington.

In her career, she worked both at Illinois Wesleyan University at 
the former Central Illinois Conference Center. Rev. Young died 
June 7, 2004.

A private family gravesite service will be held at Funk’s Grove 
Cemetery in McLean. Kiblet-Brady-Ruestman Memorial Home, Bloomington, is 
assisting the family with arrangements.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.pantagraph.com/obituaries/olga-
young/article_170d8b17-0f6c-55f4-8bc7-3768cf5cba2e.html. Condolences may 
be left for the family at the funeral home website, http://kiblerbradyruestman.com/ 

Former IGRC part-time local pastor Charles L. Peart III, 58, 
died May 28 in St. Louis, Mo.

Rev. Peart served two years as pastor of the West Central Charge 
(Brooklyn-Ebenezer-Houston-Camden UMC’s) from 2016 to 
2018. He was living in Sullivan, Mo., at the time of his death.

A complete obituary may be found at: https://www.
eatonfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Charles-Leroy-Peart-III?obId=14822955, 
where condolences may be left for the family online.

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. Max Wood, 86, died May 22 in 
Lexington, N.C.

Rev. Wood was a full-time local pastor, serving 11 years in the 
former Southern Illinois Conference and later, the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference at Mt.Zion-Brown’s Chapel and Granite City: 
Good Shepherd. He retired in 1999. His wife, Peggy Duncan 

Wood, was also a local pastor and she died in 2015.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.davidsonfuneralhome.net/obituary/
rev-max-wood

Condolences may be sent to a son, Mark Wood, 12 Boothby Dr., Mt. Laurel, NJ  08054-1924. 

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. Jack Newsome, died May 23, in 
Webster Groves, Mo.

Rev. Newsome served 43 years of active ministry in the North 
Georgia, North Carolina, the former Central Illinois Conference 
and its successor, Illinois Great Rivers Conference. He retired in 
November 1997 as Assistant to the Bishop and served five years 

as Mattoon District Superintendent.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Joan Newsome, 31 N. Orchard Ave., Apt. 237, 
Webster Groves, MO 63119.

Inside this Issue

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard announces the 
following:

Martin Pike to The United Parish (Barry-Hull-New 
Canton-Pleasant Hill), LaMoine River District, effective 
July 1. Rev. Pike is an elder of another denomination. 
This is his first appointment in IGRC.

Miguel Rios to Peoria First: Associate, Illinois River 
District, effective July 1. Rev. Rios is a elder in another 
annual conference. This is his first appointment in IGRC.

Walter Carlson to Decatur Sharon, Sangamon River 
District, ¾ time, effective July 1.

Brad Curtis to Lincoln First, Sangamon River District, 
effective July 1.

Randy Burwell to Midland, Sangamon River District, 
½ time, effective July 1.

Jill Bunker to Arthur, Iroquois River District, effective 
July 1.

Naomi Roberts to Bement-Bondville, Iroquois River 
District, effective July 1.

Jonathon Brashear to Villa Grove, Iroquois River 
District, effective July 1.

Aletha Weatherall to Prairie Winds Parish (Atlanta-
Ebenezer-Hopedale), Vermilion River District, effective 
July 1.

Tony Loyd to Trinity Charge (Clay City-Harmony-
Bethel), Kaskaskia River District, effective July 1.

Stacy Tomich to Rushville First, LaMoine River District, 
effective July 1.

Jennifer Marie Edwards Bertrand to Bloomington-
Normal Hope, Vermilion River District, effective July 1. 
This is a move from part-time to full-time status.

Donald Leroy Batz to Braceville-Mazon, Vermilion 
River District, ¾ time, effective July 1.

William Ramsdale to Oquawka–Biggsville-Gladstone, 
Spoon River District, ¾ time, effective July 1.

Donald Shane to Viola-Preemption, Spoon River 
District, effective July 1.

Ted Hartley to Eureka, Illinois River District, effective 
July 1.

Erin Totten to Bartonville-Kingston Mines, Illinois 
River District, effective July 1.

Chuck Trent to Kansas, Embarras River District, ¼ time, 
effective July 1. This is a charge realignment. Oakland is 
now on a separate charge and Rev. Trent will serve both 
Kansas and Oakland as separate charges.

David Schultz to Aledo, Spoon River District, effective 
July 1.

Tim Gossett to Anna First, Cache River District, ½ time, 
effective July 1. This is a separate appointment from 
Vienna First.

Tim Gossett to Vienna First, Cache River District, ½ 
time, effective July 1. This is a separate appointment 
from Anna First.

Jennifer Fielden to Carthage, LaMoine River District, 
effective July 1.

Supply not appointed
Kristine McMillan to Maquon-Douglas, Spoon River 

Bishop Frank Beard
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Tears from a bedside lament
I sat on the side of the bed and I wept. 
These were emotion-filled tears of relief, anger, joy, pain, and 

disbelief. The tears I cried that night were not just for me. I cried 
for the generations of folks that were so broken and systemati-
cally oppressed that they never thought a day like today possible. 

I cried for my grandmother, on my father’s side, whose par-
ents were born into slavery and suffered through reconstruction 
and the institution of “Jim Crow” laws. I cried for the thousands 
of teenage boys, like Emmett Till, ruthlessly battered and brutally 
murdered for no reason, other than racial hatred, and crossing a 
line of taboo.

I cried for the Civil Rights workers abused, cursed at, spit 
upon, disrespected, bombarded and soaked with fire hoses, at-
tacked by dogs, assaulted with rocks and bottles, and jailed simply 
because they were seeking to dismantle a cruel unjust system.

I cried for my own father, who never learned to read or write, 
who was discouraged and denied access to an education because, 
in the words of his dad’s Mississippi boss, “all he needs is a good 
strong back, and a willingness to work hard.” 

Yes, I cried when the projections were all in and it was an-
nounced that the 44th President of the United States was a man 
of African-American descent.

Don’t get me wrong. My tears were not because I thought 
that black folks had finally “arrived” at some mythical place where 
hundreds of years of racism, animosity, and injustice would magi-
cally disappear.  I’ve lived and dealt with enough challenges, in 
my own lifetime, to know better. But I did think that this historic 
election was a turning point, a Zeitgeist moment signaling a 
change of direction.

On May 25, 2020, George Floyd, a black man, was arrested 
for suspicion of using a counterfeit $20 bill to purchase a pack of 

cigarettes. Details of his arrest are sketchy, 
but the nation and the world have seen the 
video of a man handcuffed face down on the 
pavement, clearly not resisting as a police 
officer pinned him down by placing his knee 
on Mr. Floyd’s neck for over eight minutes. 

"I can't breathe," Mr. Floyd said repeatedly, before becoming 
nonresponsive and dying. 

It has become increasingly clear that despite the significant 
gains in race relations, America still has a long way to go. Could 
this latest assault become the true zeitgeist that we need? Will 
George Floyd’s name and story simply become the latest addi-
tion to an ever-growing list of African American men that have 
died because of this nation’s racial intolerance?  Will our nation 
continue to unravel and spin out of control because of this recent 
tragedy?

It’s time for THE CHURCH to step-up and to lead the way 
forward. I know that the church has been more problematic than 
problem-solving, but I still believe that the Church of Jesus Christ 
can and should lead our nation and our world into a brighter 
future. The healing balm that is needed right now has always 
resided within the church’s capabilities.  It’s time for the church to 
put on our work clothes and to get busy dismantling racism. 

Even as I write this, I am aware that the battle within the 
church will be harder than the battle outside of its sacred walls.  
As a black man serving in a majority-based denomination I’ve 
seen the underbelly of the church and have experienced institu-
tional racism from within for over 40 years of ministry. God has 
not given up on the church and I believe and trust that God can 
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(ABOVE) The Illinois Great Rivers Conference of The United Methodist Church 
is hosting a Service of Leave Taking for MacMurray College. A leave taking is a 
service of farewell usually used when a local Methodist church has completed 
its mission. 
(LEFT) A total of $60,000 in food assistance grants were awarded during the 
pandemic for the month of May to 120 food ministries of congregations within 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. 

District, effective July 1. This is her first assignment in IGRC.

George S. Gerrietts to Green Valley, Illinois River 
District, effective March 16, 2020. This is his first 
assignment in IGRC.

Rolando Renteria to Annawan Parish, Spoon 
River District, ¾ time, effective July 1. This is his first 
assignment in IGRC.

Scott Rice to Carmi First, Cache River District, ¼ time, 
effective July 1. He is a certified lay minister and first-
time assignment in IGRC.

Norman Wilson to Scottland, Embarras River District, 
less than ¼ time, effective July 1. This is a first-time 
assignment in IGRC.

Marty Pressey to Faithful Followers (Beverly-
Plainville-Richfield), LaMoine River District, ½ time, 
effective July 1. This is his first-time assignment in IGRC.

Angel Gomez to Twin Rivers Parish (Church of the 

Cross-Hampton Grace), Spoon River District, ½ time, 
effective July 1. This is a first-time assignment in IGRC.

Andrew Joseph King to Ransom-Verona, Vermilion 
River District, ½ time, effective July 1. This is a first-time 
assignment in IGRC.

Sarah Henry to Parkville, Iroquois River District, less 
than ¼ time, effective July 1. This is her first assignment 
in IGRC.

Amy Lester Smith to Momence-Grant Park, Vermilion 
River District, ½ time, effective July 1. This is her first 
assignment in iGRC.

Change of status
Therese Melena, discontinuation of appointment, 
effective June 30. She served as a part-time local pastor 
at Dahlgren-Macedonia, Cache River District.

Chester B. McCoy, discontinuation of appointment, 
effective June 30. He served as a part-time local pastor 

to Twin Rivers Parish (Church of the Cross-Hampton 
Grace), Spoon River District.

Jonathan Andrew Wisdom, discontinuation of 
appointment, effective July 1. He served as a part-time 
local pastor to Ransom-Verona, Vermilion River District.

Chiyong Oh, discontinuation of appointment, effective 
July 1. He served as an elder of another annual 
conference at Urbana Jesus Love Korean Ministry, 
Iroquois River District.

Karen Elfriede Fabien, discontinuation of 
appointment, effective July 1. She served as a part-time 
local pastor to Braceville-Mazon, Vermilion River District.

Dalene Ann Kuebler to family leave, effective July 1.

Jennifer Marie Edwards Bertrand, discontinuation 
of appointment, effective July 1. The discontinuation 
is her part-time appointment at the Illinois State 
University Wesley Foundation.

and will turn things around and the church will be the instrument 
used to accomplish the world that we seek.

It’s time to confess the sins of our past, repent, embrace rec-
onciliation and begin to chart a new path for moving forward as 
sisters and brothers rooted in the sustaining love of Jesus Christ. I 
know that it sounds simple enough, but it is hard work.

I’ve spent my entire working life around The United Method-
ist Church, so I know that the work we need to do runs deeper 
than just singing a few verses of Kum Ba Yah, and shedding a 
few crocodile tears. I am not opposed to Kum Ba Yah, because 
we need a fresh visitation from the Lord. And I am definitely not 
afraid of tears that flow from genuine remorse and repentance. I 
am suggesting that to simply begin and then abruptly end when 
this current crisis subsides is not sufficient. 

We need continual, intentional holy disruptions that keep us 
from returning to our comfort zones. As Christ followers we must 
stop accepting any behavior that is not Christ-centered. This will 
mean that we quit normalizing racism and prejudice in the body 
of Christ.  It is no longer acceptable for churches to deny people 
because they happen to be of a different ethnic origin. It has never 
been God’s intent that racism should exist, let alone thrive, within 

the body of Christ. 
The Holy Spirit, poured out at Pentecost, was given to teach 

us and lead us in the ways of Christlikeness.  Unity is a central 
core of becoming more and more like Jesus. We were promised 
that the Holy Spirit, Jesus’ powerful presence in a different form, 
would assist the church in becoming triumphant witnesses and 
world changers. Let’s not settle for anything less.

I cried over the death of George Floyd. I cry today over the 
mayhem that has ensued. I cry and I pray, “Lord, break my heart 
with the things that break your heart.” I cry knowing that the 
church, especially the people called United Methodist, have a long 
way to go before we are where God desires. I cry, but not as one 
without hope for a better tomorrow. 

I cry with the calm and confident assurance, anchored by 
the faith and same belief in Jesus Christ, as those who have gone 
before me, that: “We shall overcome. We shall overcome. We shall 
overcome some day. Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe, we shall 
overcome some day!”

God Bless,
Bishop J. Beard

TEARS CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 1

Joan Claire Orewiler, 85, wife of retired IGRC pastor 
Rev. Martin Orewiler, died May 20.

The Orewilers spent 21 years in active ministry in the 
former Central Illinois Conference and the IGRC, retiring 
in 1998 from LeRoy. Following retirement, Rev. Orewiler 
served three years at Pleasant Grove UMC.

No services are scheduled at this time.

Condolences may be sent to: Rev. Martin Orewiler, 112 
Britton Lane, Crossville, TN 38558-8639.

Marie White Webb, 99, widow 
of Rev. James Kerr White and 
retired Bishop Lance Webb, died 
May 18 in Prairie Village, Kan.

Marie first married Rev. James K. 
White in 1940. Together they served 

in the former Illinois and Central Illinois Conferences, with 
pastorates in Lovington, Griggsville, Quincy, East Peoria 
and Pekin as well as six years as superintendent of the 
former Bloomington District. Rev. White retired in 1983 to 
Enid, Okla., where he died in 1990.

In 1991, Marie married retired Bishop Lance Webb, who 
served the Illinois Area from 1964 to 1976, and they 
were married for four years until Bishop Webb’s death 
in 1995.

See: https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/
kansascity/obituary.aspx?n=marie-white-
webb&pid=196236220 for a complete obituary

The Rev. Susan Wessels, 76, 
died May 5 in Davenport, Iowa.

Rev. Wessels was a retired clergy 
member of the Northern Illinois 
Conference but served in the 
former Central Illinois Conference 

as a licensed local pastor at Carbon Cliff UMC from 1977 
to 1987. She retired from Yorkville: Trinity UMC in 2006.

Condolences may be sent to her daughter, Sandy Flynn, 
4737 Eastbury Dr., Davenport, IA  52807 or by email at 
jsflynn5@gmail.com

For a complete obituary, visit:  https://www.
mcginnis-chambers.com/obituary/Susan-Wessels

 

Retired pastor, the Rev. 
Jeannette Stevens, 82, died 
April 29 in Kankakee. 

Rev. Stevens served 13 years of 
ministry serving appointments at 
DeSelm-Ritchie, Kankakee Asbury 

(Associate), Nokomis, Saunemin-Odell. She went on 
family leave in 1999 and retired in 2003.

There will be a Memorial service post-Covid-19.

For a complete obituary visit: https://www.
schrefflerfuneralhomes.com/m/obituaries/
Jeanette-Stevens-2/Memories  where condolences 
can be left for the family.

Retired IGRC pastor David J. 
Hutton, 75, died April 29 in 
Lincoln. 

Due to Covid-19 restrictions private 
family services will be held at 
Holland Barry & Bennett Funeral 

Home.  Burial will be in New Union Cemetery.   
A public celebration of life will be at a later date.  

Rev. Hutton served 43 years in active ministry, retiring in 
2009 from Macon. Following retirement, Rev. Hutton served 
Bluff Springs, Tower Hill-Herrick, and Mt. Pulaski-Chestnut-
Latham, where he was serving at the time of his death.

A full obituary may be viewed by visiting: https://
hbbfh.com/david-jonathon-hutton/ 

Condolences may be sent to his wife, retired IGRC pastor 
Patricia Hutton, 105 7th St., Lincoln, IL. 62656-2650.

Porter J. Womeldorff, 87, died 
April 27 in Decatur. 

He proudly represented Decatur 
Grace UMC as a lay member to 
annual conference and served 
as a lay delegate to General and 

Jurisdictional conferences. He was a lay speaker both 
in the church and at other locations including a local 
retirement home. He was a Stephen minister and 
continued teaching Bible studies well into his 80's.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
gracelandfairlawn.com/m/obituaries/Porter-
Womeldorff/Memories
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Christain ConversationsAnnouncements & Events

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

BY PHIL STOUT

May I have a moment of your time to talk about when and 
how your church* resumes gathering? This is not advice to pastors. 
(I’m sure they’re getting plenty of unsolicited advice.) I want to 
share my perspective for those of you who are waiting for informa-
tion from your pastors.*

I’m not currently leading a church, and no one has asked me to 
speak on behalf of those who are. But I had the privilege of serving 
as a pastor for thirty years and my life is full of friends who are in 
that role. So, there are a few things I’d like to share about my sisters 

and brothers—those amazing souls—who are leading churches.
First of all, for your pastor this is not a partisan political decision. As much as a 

real, serious, deadly global pandemic has been politicized in the US, your pastor is 
not opening the doors of the sanctuary based on the cable TV pundits.

I know there are exceptions. Over the past couple of months, we’ve heard about 
pastors who made absurd theological or political statements, while endangering the 
lives of their congregations. Many have contracted COVID-19 and some have died 
as a result of that ignorance and arrogance. But those few are not representative of 
your pastor.

Even though we know we shouldn’t, pastors carry a heavy sense of responsibil-
ity for people’s spiritual well-being. We know you are responsible for your own life, 
but we can’t help it. Pastors study, plan, pray, preach, shepherd, counsel, administrate 
with your spiritual and emotional health in mind. And now they are asked to deal 
with your physical well-being. They are being asked to make decisions that, for many 
people they love, could be life or death decisions.

So, no, they’re not making this call with the 2020 election in mind.
And they’ve been listening, conferring and praying about this. None of my sisters 

and brothers who are leading churches are taking this lightly. No one is winging it.
I’m guessing that most churches are going to take this slow. Church buildings 

are not designed for social distancing. I was a part of three phases of building a 
church campus. Believe me, most of our discussions with architects revolved around 
how to maximize our space—how to allow for large numbers of children, youth and 
adults on a limited budget where every square foot felt overwhelmingly expensive. 
We discussed your seating space in inches, not in six-foot units. 

Your church leaders don’t have the funds or the time to retrofit your church for 
the new reality. This is going to take time. Mistakes will be made. But your pastor is 
trying to make sure those mistakes are not fatal.

So, in my humble opinion, here are a few do’s and don’ts for the coming months…

1. Give your advice and opinion only when it is requested. Don’t send your 
pastor YouTube videos about “the real truth” of the pandemic. Don’t say, “Did you 
ever consider…” because, yes, they have. They’ve been talking to other religious lead-
ers and to physicians. They’ve been consulting with the lay leaders of your church, 
reading denominational directives, and asking God for guidance. They’ve been lay-
ing awake at night, praying for you. Again, they’re not winging it.

2. When you return, do wear a face covering. Don’t argue with the ushers at the 

door. Don’t make this about your rights. Don’t make snide remarks. Don’t put weird 
slogans on your mask. Just see it as an act of love and solidarity. You’re protecting 
others. If we can’t do that in church, well…

3. Be patient—incredibly patient, more patient than you’ve ever been—with 
your fellow worshipers. That young mom, as amazing as she is, has no idea how to 
keep a face covering on a five-year-old. That young father doesn’t know how to keep 
his toddler from snotting all over the place. That elderly person may feel panicked 
when she or he can’t get big breaths through the mask, and may pull it off.

We’re entering a new reality. It may be years before we share the eucharist in the man-
ner we used to. We won’t pass the peace like before. And it’s going to take each one of 
us some time to adjust to this new world. So, be nice!

4. Remember that the decisions made by the leaders of the church cannot 
be specific to one demographic. One size does not fit all. So there may be policies 
put in place that make no sense to you. But they do make sense to other people with 
other needs and challenges. This should be a time when the church really feels like a 
safe place. And it will take every one of us to make it so.

5. And, of course, remember that you are responsible for you. No one is going 
to make you go back before you’re ready. So if the timetable doesn’t fit your prefer-
ence, adjust for what is right for you and your family.

Your pastor is feeling incredible pressure. There were no classes in seminary 
about pandemic ministry. They’ve been using their creativity and working extra long 
and hard to try to keep you connected during social distancing. And now they have 
to make some very tough calls. Everyone has an opinion. But some people have to 
make decisions. You can make this a time when grace prevails in the darkest of days.

*I’m using the terms “church” and “pastor” because of my background and cur-
rent context. But I hope my thoughts may be helpful to my friends of other faiths.

(Phil Stout served 30 years as pator of First Church of the Nazarene in Jackson, Mich. 
Currently, he is an adjunct professor at a Christian university teaching church leader-
ship and social justice and serves as a pastor to hospice patients. Reprinted from May 
23 entry to his blog, www.philstout.com)

Bishop's 'Golf-less' Open 2020
SPRINGFIELD –  Although the Covid-19 
pandemic forced the cancellation of the 
2020 Bishop's Open, Bishop Beard is 
hosting a "Golf-less Open," in which golfers 
and non-golfers alike can participate. All 
proceeds of the Golf-less Open will be for 
the Our Conference, Our Kids campaign 
to endow spiritual life programs at each 
of the five conference agencies dealing 
with children and youth -- The Baby Fold, 
Chaddock, Cunningham Home, Lessie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood House and 
Spero (formerly the United Methodist 
Children's Home).
Please consider donating your entry fee to 
ADVANCE 6960. Help OUR KIDS feel the 
hope for sunshine on their faces and the 
warmth of Christ in their hearts.
Donate to Our Conference, Our Kids at: 
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/bishopsopen2020 
Download a flyer at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/files/2020_bishopsopencancelled_8hx11_
flyer.jpg (all of the spaces are underscores 
between words). 

Cunningham hosting  
Virtual Festival of Quilts
URBANA – Cunningham Children's Home 
will host its the 16th Annual Festival of 
Quilts – its signature fundraiser – from the 
comfort of your own home. This year’s event 
will be online June 1-5 – five days of virtual 
FUNdraising!
"We had to be creative and adapt this year’s 
Festival to ensure the health and safety of 
everyone as we endure this pandemic," 
Ginger Mills, Director of Advancement, said. 
"I don’t doubt our community and donors 
will continue to support the Festival, even 
in this year’s virtual format, and allow us to 
continue to provide complete care to the 
youth, adults and families we serve."
Quilts are not only beautiful but often 
tell a story by capturing a moment or 
representing a cause. As we prepare for 
our first ever VIRTUAL Festival of Quilts, 
we are reminded many times over how our 
wonderful community continues to find 
ways to connect, support and bring hope to 
others, even now.
When the need for masks rang, many of our 
supporters, especially the United Methodist 
Women, answered the call. They pulled out 
their sewing machines and repurposed their 
quilting spaces into a mask sewing operation. 
Groups were created online, like CU Mask 
Makers, to organize efforts to make and 

distribute cloth masks to the youth and 
families we serve, as well as other community 
members and organizations in need.
Now, members of CU Mask Makers are 
using their leftover fabric pieces (their 
scraps!) from those masks and creating 
quilts that mark this historic time we are 
experiencing. These keepsake quilts will be 
available for purchase during our VIRTUAL 
Festival of Quilts!
"The Festival of Quilts is so important to 
us," Mills said. "Since Cunningham opened in 
1895, United Methodist Women and quilters 
from across Illinois have made quilts for our 
kids. Thanks to them, thousands of young 
lives have been wrapped in warmth, safety 
and love. The Festival of Quilts honors this 
tradition. I have seen some really resilient 
youth rise above some very unfortunate 
circumstances but that does not happen 
without care and support from so many."
For more information, please contact 
Colleen Combes, Event and Volunteer 
Specialist, at ccombes@cunninghamhome.org.
For more information on the Festival, visit: 
https://www.cunninghamhome.org/events/virtual-
festival-quilts

Young adult game night on Zoom
SPRINGFIELD – Young adult game night 
will be June 4 from 8 to 10 p.m.
Play online games, chat via video. Game 
options, including Scattergories and Apples 
to Apples, & instructions will be given in 
the Zoom meeting. There is an option for 
both large group and small group games. 
Bring your own snacks and device. 
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://zoom.us/j/2392374438?pwd=MG95ekVQZ
XZBMzc3YnN0c2ZINHMwQT09 
Meeting ID: 239 237 4438
Password: 1212

Virtual UMCOR Early 
Response Training

SPRINGFIELD – 
Disasters don't wait 
for pandemics to 
end, and the IGRC 
Early Response 
Teams are working 
on how to respond 

to disasters during this time of shelter in 
place. One of the primary ways the IGRC 
responds to disasters is via our Early 
Response Teams (ERT).
The training session will be from 10 a.m. to 
noon over four days -- June 8, 10, 12 and 13.
ERTs respond to disasters within the 
conference, as well as to help other areas 
facing disasters. The mission of Early 
Response Teams is to provide a caring 
Christian presence in the aftermath of a 
disaster. The team is neither a first response 
group of emergency workers nor a recovery, 
rebuild or repair team. Instead, it fills a specific 
need in the early days after a disaster to 
establish the presence of the church.
If you feel called to serve as a member 
of the IGRC ERT, you must register and 
participate in one of the trainings taught 
throughout the year. Because of the current 
pandemic, we have worked with UMCOR 
to put together an online training.
Read more by visiting: https://www.igrc.org/

disasterresponse where a link can be found 
to register.

Clergy mentor online training
SPRINGFIELD – Training for clergy 
mentors will be held virtually on Lifesize 
on Tuesday, June 23 from 9 a.m. to noon.
Registration for the training can be found 
by visiting: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
mentortraining 
Clergy mentors work with Local Pastors 
who have not completed the Course 
of Study and Provisional Members.  This 
support during the first few years of 
appointive ministry is essential for the 
formation of our pastors.  
Clergy mentors are clergy in full 
connection, associate members, or full-
time local pastors who have completed 
the Course of Study trained to provide 
ongoing oversight and counsel with local 
pastors and provisional members pursuing 
ordained ministry. 
This is the same training that has been 
offered since 2015. You do not need to 
repeat it if you have completed training 
since 2015. 
For more information, contact Shane Smith 
by email at: ssmithigrc@gmail.com or by 
calling 309-453-6000.

Christian Storytelling Conference 
going online with Zoom
CARLYLE – Carlyle Christian Church 
will be hosting a Christian Storytelling 
Conference June 25-27. Organizers have 
moved the conference online with Zoom 
and registration is $15 per person.
The conference will examine the role of 
storytelling as a means of discipleship.
Read more and register by visiting: https://
www.christianstorytelling.com/  

Aldersgate 2020 goes virtual
GOODLETTSVILLE, Tenn. – Aldersgate 
Renewal Ministries has announced that 
Aldersgate 2020, its National Conference 
on Spirit-Filled Living will be held online for 
the first time July 9-12. The conference was 
previously scheduled to be at the Peoria 
Civic Center.
The conference theme is Breaking the 
Chains, taken from Psalms 107:13-14.
Visit the event website for more 
information and to register online at: 
https://aldersgateconference.org/ 

Open Table Theology Institute
EVANSVILLE, Ind. – The Open Table 
Youth Theology Institute, a week-long 
spiritual immersion for rising high school 
sophomores, juniors, and seniors at the 
University of Evansville July 12-19.
Students will stay in the residence halls on 
campus, live together in community, and 
dive deep into life's big spiritual questions 
with university faculty, clergy, college 
mentors, and new friends.
At the heart of Open Table is the spiritual 
practice of hospitality, defined as making 
room in our story for your story. Open 

Table students will embody the community 
modeled by Jesus where everyone is 
welcome at the table.
Read more or nominate a student to apply 
by visiting: https://www.evansville.edu/opentable/ 

Mediation skills training by 
Lombard Mennonite Peace 
Center
GLEN ELLYN –The Lombard Mennonite 
Peace Center will once again offer its 
Mediation Skills Training Institute this 
summer in the western suburbs of 
Chicago. The details for this exceptional 
inter-denominational event are as follows:
The 2020 summer event will be Aug. 3-7, 
at St. Mark's Episcopal Church in Glen 
Ellyn. The workshop is designed for clergy 
and other church leaders who wish to 
learn skills that will help them deal more 
effectively with interpersonal, congregational 
and other forms of group conflict.
A $200 discount is available to all those 
who register for the MSTI in Glen Ellyn no 
later than July 3.
Register online at: https://lmpeacecenter.org/
events-page/registration/ 

Conference Center closed
SPRINGFIELD – In accordance with the 
Governor's Executive Order, the Conference 
Center is closed until further notice.
Conference staff are working from home 
and responding to emails. Email addresses 
can be found on the Conference Staff page.
The United Media Resource Center is also 
closed during this time. Resources cannot 
be sent out during this time but you can 
reach Jill Stone by email at umrc@igrc.org.

PASBF information
SPRINGFIELD – After consultation with 
the local health department, Preachers’ Aid 
Society and Benefit Fund is suspending all 
gatherings until further notice due to the 
COVID-19 virus. 
Please know we are receiving a lot of 
phone calls, which is understandable, and 
we will return calls as soon as we can. 
All staff of PASBF are encouraged to 
stay healthy. A staff member may not be 
able to make visits in hospitals, nursing 
facilities, in homes or at funerals due to the 
possibility of infection. Please know we can 
be reached by phone, and we join with 
you on this uncertain journey. Our phone 
numbers are below:

• Keith Anderson – 217-725-6904
• Ed Weston – 618-806-6819
• Carol Sims – 217-899-2880
• Sharon Monroe – 309-377-2032
• Floyd and Bobbi Blackard – 217-825-7303
• Bob Edwards – 618-954-0524
• Cindy Jones (Florida) – 239-771-3027

Do not hesitate to reach out to PASBF if 
you have any questions or concerns.

PASBF REGIONAL ASSISTANT
PASBF is looking for a Regional Assistant 
to serve the central part of the IGRC.  
The role of a Regional Assistant is a vital 
piece of PASBF’s ministry to retirees 
and spouse.  The Assistants provide 
pastoral and spiritual care, hospital 
and in-home visits, attend funerals and 
present grave markers, lead fellowship 
groups, and other tasks.  For more 
information, visit https://www.igrc.org/
classifiedsdetail/13988139

Reopening the church

RIGHTS AT WHAT EXPENSE?
BY PETER W. MARTY

People who count on communal wor-
ship as an organizing center to their life 
are eager for it to resume after months of 
stay-at-home measures have taken a toll 
on morale. 

The great majority of those excited to get beyond the limi-
tations of online worship have tempered their eagerness 
to reassemble as congregations. Polls indicate significant 
respect among believers for the coronavirus’s ability to 
quickly undo personal and communal health.
Among some conservative Christians, however, the move 
to reopen churches has taken on the shape of an aggres-
sive campaign. It’s a campaign involving more politics than 
religion, more culture-war-wedge issue than substantive 
faith. It’s directed specifically at state government officials 
hesitant to hastily relax social distancing guidelines. 
Numerous churches have filed lawsuits claiming that a ban 
on religious gatherings is a violation of the free exercise 
clause in the First Amendment. The act of filing a lawsuit for 
the sake of claiming governmental hostility to religion hap-
pens to play well among those who like to promote the idea 
that Christians are a persecuted and victimized people.

What’s motivating this willingness to put the lives of church 
members at risk in order to assert First Amendment 
rights? I don’t think it has anything to do with an honest 
conviction that various governors can’t stand religion. It has 
everything to do with an obsession over rights.
The language of rights is the language of power. “No right 
is safe unless it can be carried to an extreme,” conservative 
political philosopher Harvey Mansfield once remarked. This 
may be what we’re witnessing at the moment. Even though 
all rights have limits—you can’t shout “Fire!” in a crowded 
movie theater—the absolutizing of rights has become a 
distorted feature of American politics.
Legal scholar Mary Ann Glendon calls it “the illusion of 
absoluteness.” In her 1991 book Rights Talk, she points out 
that when talk of rights turns absolute it inhibits conversa-
tion, silences responsibility, and downplays obligation toward 
the common good. She writes that the “relentless individu-
alism” promoted by such rights talk “fosters a climate that is 
inhospitable to society’s losers, and systematically disadvan-
tages caretakers and dependents, young and old.”
Rights are certainly important. But there’s a reason the 
Bible shows little interest in individual rights. If I see my life 
primarily as a prepackaged set of guaranteed rights owed 

me, instead of as a gift of God, what motivation is there to 
feel deep obligation toward society’s most vulnerable? If 
I’m just receiving what’s my rightful due, why would I ever 
need to express gratitude? What’s the point of looking 
outward toward others if I’m chiefly responsible for look-
ing inward and securing the personal rights that are mine?
I want a faith that’s larger than the U.S. Constitution. The Con-
stitution is a fantastically valuable document to any of us who 
are American citizens. But the Constitution doesn’t require 
me to give food to the hungry or shelter for the homeless. 
There is no amendment that forces me to listen to science, 
or consider the needs of the medically vulnerable, or attend 
to the aspirations of the elderly. I appreciate my rights. 
But fixating on those rights at the expense of the love, 
compassion, and mercy contained in the substance of faith 
is wrong. Faith is more of an essential service than a lot 
of things right now, perhaps especially these lawsuits that 
claim moral high ground for religious freedom.
(Peter W. Marty is editor/publisher of the Christian Century 
magazine and senior pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church in 
Davenport, Iowa. Copyright 2020, Christian Century magazine. 
Used with permission from the June 3 issue)
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71 churches take 
advantage of IGRC 
technology grants

SPRINGFIELD – A total of 71 churches, representing all 10 
districts, received microgrants for purchasing or upgrading their 
online presence through a microgrant program offered by the Office 
of Congregational Development during the months of March and 
April.

More than $28,807 was disbursed in the grants that leveraged 
$95,234 in improvements. Grants matched dollar for dollar up to 
$500 for improvements made by congregations. The grant deadline 
was April 30.

Churches receiving funding through the program included:

Cache River District
Carmi Emmanuel 
Cobden Jesus es el Senor
McLeansboro First
Metropolis 

Embarras River District
Altamont First
Neoga Grace

Illinois River District
Bartonville
Boyd's Grove
Bradford Leet Memorial
Crossroads
Dayspring
Dunlap Prospect
East Peoria First
Manito Community
Morton 
Peoria Bethel
Peoria Bradley Epworth
Peoria Forrest Hill 
RiversEdge
Tremont 
West Side Parish

Iroquois River District
Arcola 
Batestown/Union Corner
Champaign Faith 
Rantoul 
Savoy 
St. Joseph 
Sullivan First 
Urbana Quest 
Villa Grove

Kaskaskia River District 
Beulah
Centralia First
Fairfield First
Mt. Vernon West Salem Trinity
Olney First
Salem Grace
West Salem Zion

LaMoine River District
Industry
Quincy Melrose Chapel
Quincy Vermont Street

Mississippi River District
Columbia Bethany
Glen Carbon New Bethel
Godfrey First
Lebanon 
Shiloh
Trenton
Troy

Sangamon River District
Chatham
Cisco
Edinburg
Fountain of Life
Macon
Rochester
Sherman
Springfield Douglas Avenue
Springfield First
Stonington
Weldon

Spoon River District
Abingdon
Fairview Center
Galesburg First
Galesburg Faith
Geneseo Grace
Moline Bethel Wesley
Port Byron First
Reynolds

Vermilion River District
Bloomington Hope
Bloomington Wesley
Dwight
Herscher
Hudson

Grants support feeding ministries in IGRC congregations during the pandemic
BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – A total of $72,000 in food assistance 
grants were awarded during the month of May to 144 
food ministries of congregations within the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference. These funds were monies derived from 
the conference budget.
Food insecurity has been identified as a major issue United 
Methodists are tackling across the connection. The $500 
grants were an attempt to support those essential service 
ministries.
WORLDWIDE IMPACT
The World Food Program has reported that the number 
of people facing acute food insecurity could rise to 265 
million in 2020 as a result of the economic impact of CO-
VID-19, nearly double the number in 2019.
Food-related ministries, a mainstay of United Method-
ist mission work, have provided a way for the church to 
respond to the pandemic, even as pews remain empty and 
other programs shuttered.

The United Methodist Committee on Relief has established 
the UMCOR COVID-19 Relief Fund to provide grants to help 
churches and partners assist vulnerable populations dealing 
with food security and other needs related to the pandemic.
This assistance is occurring around the world, including 
Europe, where markets and shops have reopened but 
prices have increased on many products, and restrictions 
on movement continue in some areas.

ADVOCACY FOR SNAP EXPANSION,  
INTERNATIONAL AID
The Washington Interreligious Staff Community, rep-
resenting about 70 national religious organizations and 
denominations, is among those asking Congress to boost 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program maximum 
benefits by 15%; increase the minimum monthly SNAP 
benefit from $16 to $30 and suspend all administrative 
SNAP rule changes during a time of economic distress and 
long-term recovery.
John Hill, who oversees the advocacy work of the United 
Methodist Board of Church and Society, said the SNAP request 

“is similar to what happened during the Great Recession.”
Religious groups also are advocating for a minimum of $12 
billion in U.S. aid for the international COVID-19 response. 
“With faith-based and NGO partners helping to facilitate 
food, water and medical distributions, the U.S. government 
and its thousands of partners are critical in preventing a 
windfall of other calamities,” the Washington Interreligious 
Staff Community said in its letter to Congress.
The SNAP expansion was included as part of the HEROES 
Act passed May 15 by the House of Representatives, along 
with other forms of emergency assistance, but not the 
international assistance.
The advocacy focus, particularly on the $12 billion or more 
for an international response, now shifts to the Senate, Hill 
said.
“I am hopeful that the long-standing bipartisan commit-
ment to SNAP will continue and that the final package 
will provide a needed increase to SNAP benefits at a 
time when so many families are facing economic hardship 
because of the pandemic,” he told UM News.

Abingdon UMC
Alpha UMC
Alton Main Street UMC
Anna UMC
Argenta UMC
Aroma Park UMC
Arthur UMC
Asbury UMC
Assumption First UMC
Athens UMC
Avon UMC
Blue Mound UMC
Bradley Wesley UMC
Carlinville UMC
Carlyle First UMC
Carrier Mills First UMC
Caseyville UMC
Central UMC
Cerro Gordo UMC
Champaign Faith UMC
Champaign First 
Chatham UMC
Chillicothe First UMC
Colfax UMC
Concord UMC

Cornerstone UMC
Coulterville UMC
Crossroads UMC
Dahlgren UMC
Dayspring Native American UMC
Decatur Christ UMC
Divernon UMC
Douglas Ave. 
Dunlap-Propsect UMC
East Moline Christ UMC 
East Peoria UMC
Edwardsville Immanuel UMC
Emmanuel UMC
Enterprise UMC
Epworth UMC
Eureka UMC
Fairfield First
Farina UMC
Farmer City UMC
Findlay UMC
First Federated Church  
     of Clayton
Fithian UMC
Flora First UMC
Forrest Hill UMC

Geneseo First UMC
Georgetown First UMC
Granite City Dewey Ave. UMC
Greenville UMC
Hamilton UMC
Hanna City UMC
Hartford UMC
Hillsdale UMC
Homer UMC
Hoopeston UMC
Illiopolis UMC
Industry UMC
Island Grove UMC
Jesus es el Senor UMC
Johnston City UMC
Knoxville UMC
Lacon/Sparland UMC
Lebanon First UMC
Living Faith UMC
Loda UMC
Ludlow UMC
Macon UMC
Mahomet UMC
Mansfield UMC
Manteno UMC

Marion First UMC
Marion Multicultural  
     Faith Community
Mattoon First UMC
McLean UMC
McLeansboro First UMC
Metropolis First UMC
Midland UMC
Milam Trinity UMC
Morton UMC
Mount Carmel Trinity UMC
Mt. Vernon First UMC
Mt. Vernon West Salem
      Trinity UMC
Murrayville UMC
Neoga Grace UMC
New Bethel UMC
Normal First UMC
Oakwood UMC
Olney Immanuel UMC
Paris Otterbein UMC
Paxton First UMC
Payson UMC
Pekin Grace UMC
Peoria First UMC

Peter Cartwright UMC
Pocahontas UMC
Port Byron First UMC
RiversEdge UMC
Robinson First UMC
Robinson Otterbein UMC
Salem Grace UMC
Savoy UMC
Sheffield UMC
Shelbyville First UMC
Shiloh UMC
Springfield Grace UMC
St. James UMC
St. John's UMC
St. Joseph UMC
St. Paul UMC
Staunton UMC
Stonington UMC
Taylorville UMC
Tolono UMC
Tonica UMC
Tremont UMC
Trivoli UMC
Troy UMC
Two Rivers UMC

UMC of Keyesport
Union Chapel Road
United Church of Heyworth
United Church of Odell
United Church of Oneida
United Community Church
Urbana Wesley UMC
Vandalia First UMC
Varna UMC
Vermont St. UMC
Virginia UMC
Washington Evangelical UMC
Watseka First UMC
Waverly First UMC
Waynesville UMC
Weldon UMC
Wesbein UMC
West UMC
Wood River First UMC
Xenia UMC
Ziegler UMC
Zion Chapel UMC

IGRC churches receiving food assistance grants are as follows:

A total of $72,000 in food assistance grants were awarded during the month of May to 144 food ministries of 
congregations within the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. 

Food insecurity has been identified as a major issue United Methodists are tackling across the connection and 
the $500 grants were an attempt to support those essential service ministries. Pictured are a sampling of those 
ministries. A complete listing of grant recipients can be found on page 5 of this issue of The Current.

Judge Richard Brown, treasurer of the Chester First United Methodist Men, presents a check for $253.33 to Vicky Beers, 
president of the church’s United Methodist Women.  The donation is in appreciation for the help the women provided to 
help make this year's UMM Ham 'n Beans dinner a success.  For the last several years, the women have been doing the 
cooking for the meal. Proceeds from the event go to  sponsor the UMM college scholarship program as well as missions, 
church projets, and various other local community projects.  

Photo courtesy of Jim Beers

Lloyd's Longbranch in Reynolds is serving the community by delivering 40 to 55 meals a day to the senior citizens of 
the community and surrounding area.  Lunch includes main course, side, and a dessert included.  The Lloyds -- Brenda, 
Scott, Jessie, and Jake and a host of volunteers and staff -- have answered the call to help those in need.  The Lloyds 
attend the Reynolds UMC and are always ready to help out with a smile, goodie, and nourishing meal.
Pictured in the photo from the left, are Jessie Lloyd in foreground, Brenda Lloyd and Amy Degelman.

Photo courtesy of Paul Newhall

2020 IGRC Undergraduate Scholarship Recipients
SPRINGFIELD – A total of ten college 

students have been awarded IGRC scholarships 
for the 2020-21 school year from a field of 50 
applicants

The students demonstrated academic 
excellence, maturity of faith and service to the 
their community.

Those scholarship recipients are pictured 
below:

Myra Esguerra
Megan Hisey
Craig Lutes
Emily King-Nobles
Josh King-Nobles

Grant Oxford
Lauren Porter
Jordan Rouse
Taylor Thomas
Elyse Travis
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Forward in Faith Forgivable Loan Program

SPRINGFIELD – Due to the unprecedented time 
and circumstances in which we find ourselves, the 
Committee on Congregational Development (CCD) is 
making a one-time offer of assistance for Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference (IGRC) churches which have taken 
proactive step(s) to move forward in ministry to fulfill 
their mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.

The purpose of the 2020 Forward in Ministry 
Forgivable Loan is to provide additional financial 
resources to the church to move forward in ministry. 
Any Illinois Great Rivers Conference church is eligible to 

apply. A loan will be granted to any IGRC church which 
has taken proactive step(s) to continue and to expand its 
fulfillment of the mission of the church to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world since 
“shelter in place” began. These steps position the church 
to move forward in ministry both now and into the 
future.

The deadline for application is 11:59 PM, June 15, 
2020. 

The first round of applications were processed on 
May 24 with $434,000 disbursed.

The church’s loan will be an amount equal to 4.5 

percent of the sum of all apportionments the church 
paid to IGRC for the years 2017 through 2019 (rounded 
to the nearest dollar). The calculation for the loan 
amount will be based on the apportionment payment 
records provided by the IGRC Office of Finance and 
Administration. If a church is qualified and applies, the 
funds will be available. Payouts may not be processed 
until after the application deadline, so early application 
does not mean that funds will be received immediately.

Before application, the Church Council must take 
action to apply.

IGRC churches eligible for Forward in Faith forgivable loan program
BY HEATHER HAHN

The spread of a mysterious deadly disease 
emptied city streets and filled hospital beds.

Many risking their lives to help were people 
previously overlooked or even belittled.

Sound familiar?
The year was 1793, and yellow fever was 

ravaging Philadelphia — then the U.S. capital and 
the young nation’s largest city.

On a much smaller scale, the epidemic 
presented similar challenges to the COVID-19 
pandemic. And just like now, church leaders found 
new ways to respond.

Two frontline heroes who 
stepped up to provide care were 
African American Methodist 
leaders — Richard Allen and 
Absalom Jones.

The two men wrote that “it was 
our duty to do all the good that 
we could to our suffering fellow 
mortals.”

They were acting “true to 
their Methodist convictions,” 
the historian Anna Louise Bates 
recounts in the April issue of 
Methodist History. Her essay, 
“Give Glory to God before He 
Cause Darkness,” details how 
Methodists including Allen and 
Jones responded to Philadelphia’s 
yellow fever outbreaks in the late 
18th century.

Both men ultimately became 
pioneering leaders of new U.S. 
denominations. But in 1793, the 
two were licensed Methodist lay 
preachers, and their city was in 
trouble. 

That August, the virus started sickening 
thousands in the bustling port city. Fear and 
financial hardship followed.

By the end of September, some 20,000 citizens 
had fled the city for safety. They included President 
George Washington, Secretary of State Thomas 
Jefferson and other U.S. government officials. The 
federal government basically ground to a halt.

However, most of Philadelphia’s 
residents remained, particularly 
those not affluent enough to move.

Dr. Benjamin Rush, a 
prominent Philadelphia physician 
and signer of the U.S. Declaration of 
Independence, declared the city had 
an epidemic and turned to Allen 
and Jones for help.

The two men had won respect 
in the city. Born into slavery, both 
also had endured their share of 
hardship.

As a youngster, Allen saw his 
mother and two siblings sold away. 
He converted to Methodism at age 
17 after hearing a white itinerant 
preacher denounce slavery. By 
doing extra work including support 
for the Revolutionary cause, Allen 
secured his freedom in 1783 and 
became an itinerant Methodist 
preacher.

He was one of two African Americans at the 
1784 Christmas Conference that established the 
Methodist church in America. Jones bought his 
freedom that same year.

By the mid-1780s, both men were lay 
preachers whose evangelism was drawing black 
worshippers to what is now St. George’s United 
Methodist Church in Philadelphia. With that 
growth came tensions with the church’s white 
members. Matters came to head one Sunday 
when ushers tried to drag Jones and another black 
worshipper, as they knelt in prayer, to a segregated 
section. Allen recorded that the black congregants 
walked out en masse — many never to return.

In 1787, Jones and Allen helped form the Free 
African Society — a mutual aid society to assist 
free blacks and help slaves escape bondage. Jones 
made plans for African Americans to have their 
own church. About that time, they connected 
with Rush — the founding father — who had 
committed himself to the abolitionist cause.

When the epidemic took hold, Rush drew on 
their friendship to ask Allen and Jones to organize 
the African American community to care for the 
sick and dying.

No one knew at the time that mosquitoes 
spread the deadly fever that left victims with 
the telltale symptom of jaundice. And no one 
had a cure. It would be another Methodist, U.S. 
Army Gen. Walter Reed, who in 1901 confirmed 
mosquitoes as the cause of the disease. Reed was 
the sonce of a Methodist minister and his work on 
yellow fever is a large part of why a U.S. military 
hospital bears his name.

Rush wrongly thought black people were 
immune to the disease. He also suggested that by 
providing aid, the city’s black residents might win 
allies to their cause of freedom and equality.

The two men “agreed with Rush that this 
was maybe an opportunity to demonstrate black 
equality in a way that God made available,” 
historian Richard S. Newman told UM News. He is 
the author of the most recent biography of Richard 
Allen, “Freedom’s Prophet.”

Bates, a member of New Paltz United 
Methodist Church in New York, stressed the men’s 
religious motivation — particularly that of Allen. 
“Allen acted as a Methodist, first and foremost, and 
(with) a firm conviction that all souls were equal 
before God,” Bates wrote in her essay.

Invoking 1 John 4:20, Allen wrote: “I will 
relieve the necessities of my poor brethren, who 
are members of thy body; for he that loveth not his 
brother whom he has seen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not seen?”

Under the leadership of Allen and Jones, 
members of the Free African Society and other 
black residents became first responders, nurses 
and gravediggers.

The work was groundbreaking in a city where 
slaves and slave owners were still a common sight, 
Newman said.

“They went into homes where whites were 
vulnerable and sick,” Newman said. Using Rush’s 
preferred treatment, they bled patients in an 
attempt to purge the pestilence. They also held 
patients’ hands and comforted them as they lay 
dying.

For their selflessness, these frontline heroes 

paid a price. Some 240 of the black workers 
got sick and died of the disease. Allen himself 
contracted the virus. While incapacitated, he still 
kept up with the efforts of African Americans to 
provide care and he ultimately pulled through.

Cooler weather killed the mosquitoes, and 
the disease subsided. By then, some 5,000 people, 
roughly a tenth of Philadelphia’s population, were 
dead.

Those who toiled so hard to save lives faced 
a backlash. African Americans were accused of 
causing needless death and even stealing from 
patients.

Allen and Jones jointly wrote a pamphlet 
defending the relief workers, which is how 
historians know so much of their thinking. The 
pamphlet also included a thorough accounting of 
payments and expenses.

The document bore the lengthy title, “A 
Narrative of the Proceedings of the Black People, 
During the Late Awful Calamity in Philadelphia in 
the Year 1793 and a Refutation of Some Censures, 
Thrown upon them in some late Publications.” 
Newman said it left a legacy far longer than its 
name, becoming an inspiration for civil rights 
leaders as “a great moment in black protest.”

The Rev. Alfred T. Day, top executive of the 
United Methodist Commission on Archives 
and History, said the men offer an example for 
Christian discipleship that applies in confronting 
COVID-19.

“They had so experienced God’s love in 
their lives that they couldn’t sit by and watch 
people suffer,” said Day, who is a former pastor 
of St. George’s United Methodist Church in 
Philadelphia. “They also provided a powerful 
ministry of presence and compassion.”

Regardless of criticism, the U.S. National 
Library of Medicine sums up their action this way: 
“Philadelphia’s free African American residents 
kept the city from total collapse.”

Allen and Jones remained lifelong friends, but 
their response to the pervasive racism in the early 
U.S. took them in slightly different directions.

Jones would go on to become the first black 
ordained priest in the Episcopal Church and 
founding pastor of the African Episcopal Church 
of St. Thomas. Allen eventually would become 
the nation’s first black bishop as founder of a new 
Wesleyan denomination, the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church.

The AME Church is now a full-communion 
partner of The United Methodist Church and a 
proposal is going forward for full communion 
with the Episcopal Church.

Today, the congregation Jones founded 
is providing food distribution for anyone in 
need because of the effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic. The church is also a testing site for the 
coronavirus.

“The most important thing to learn from Jones 
and Allen is the importance of putting ministry 
into practice, i.e. ‘loving your neighbor,’” said the 
Very Rev. Martini Shaw, who leads the African 
Episcopal Church of St. Thomas. “Our neighbors 
include those infected and affected.”

(Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United 
Methodist News) 
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Portrait by Raphaelle Peale, 
Wikimedia Commons

The Rev. Absalom Jones was 
founding pastor of St. Thomas 
African Episcopal Church in 
Philadelphia. Before becoming the 
first black ordained priest in the 
Episcopal Church, Jones was a 
Methodist lay preacher who played 
a key role in providing care during 
the 1793 yellow fever epidemic.

Portrait courtesy of the United Methodist 
Commission on Archives and History.

Portrait of the Bishop Richard 
Allen, founder of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church and 
first black bishop in the United 
States. Allen, alongside his friend 
Absalom Jones, were frontline 
heroes in the 1793 yellow fever 
epidemic. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
What is the purpose of this program?
This program is intended to enhance the ability of church-
es to move forward in ministry as they fulfill the mission 
to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world. In the unique circumstances of the past couple 
months, many churches have taken proactive steps to fulfill 
their mission. The Committee on Congregational Develop-
ment wants to come alongside these churches to increase 
their capacity to move forward in ministry in the coming 
months and years by offering this forgivable loan program.

What are “proactive steps to move forward in 
ministry”?
Any step(s) the church is taking to expand the fulfill-
ment of its mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world in this time of “shelter in 
place” and “social distancing.” It may include, but is not lim-
ited to, messages, worship, and Bible study that are taking 
place either in online platforms or via conference calling. 
The steps should show the church is moving forward in 
ministry to fulfill its mission, even though it has needed to 
adjust its methodology, in this unique time.

Our church is on a multi-point charge. Do we 
apply as a charge or as a church?
Each church must apply separately.
Is our church eligible for this program?
Any IGRC church is eligible and, if the church completes 
the full online application, will receive the maximum 
amount for which that church is eligible unless:

• The church paid 0% of their apportionments for the 
three-year period of 2017-2019

• The church has not taken any proactive step(s) to 
move forward in ministry to fulfill the mission of the 
church to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the trans-
formation of the world since “shelter in place” began.

How much will our church receive through  
the program?
If the Church Council has voted to accept the terms of 
the loan program and the church has completed the on-
line application, its loan will be equal to 4.5% of the total 
sum of apportionment dollars the church paid to the Il-
linois Great Rivers Conference (IGRC) for the years 2017 
through 2019. There is a search engine at the bottom of 
the web page (www.igrc.org/forward). If a church’s GCFA 
Number is entered, the search will confirm the amount of 

forgivable loan that your church may be eligible to receive.

Are there restrictions on how the funds are uti-
lized? Will our church need to provide reports 
as to the use of the funds?
There are no restrictions as to how the funds can be used. 
The loan funds are intended to enhance ability of your 
church to move forward in ministry, so the use is solely at 
the discretion of your Church Council. No reports are re-
quired, although we do hope to hear stories from churches 
about how the churches continue to expand their fulfill-
ment of the mission in the coming months. We hope that 
when we ask for stories, many churches will respond so all 
who read and hear the stories can be encouraged.

If we apply, how much of our church’s 2020 
Forward in Ministry Forgivable Loan will be 
forgiven?
If the church ceases to be an IGRC church before July 1, 
2021, the church must repay the full loan no later than 
the date of cessation.
For IGRC churches, the percent of the church’s appor-
tionments paid for 2020 (received by the IGRC Office 
of Finance and Administration no later than January 10, 
2021) will be the percent of the loan that is forgiven. If 
a church pays 100% of its 2020 apportionments, 100% 
of the loan will be forgiven. If the church pays 75% of its 
2020 apportionments, 75% of the loan will be forgiven 
and 25% of the loan balance will become due.
How complex is the online application process?
It is designed to be as simple as possible while gathering 
the basic information needed to allow the processing of 
potentially hundreds of loans as quickly as possible.
The specific information asked in the online application 
can be found at the bottom of this document. It will be 
helpful to gather all information required before seeking 
to complete the application.
Due to the way this loan program will be processed, ALL 
applications MUST be submitted online at https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/2020FMFL  This can be completed from a 
computer, tablet, or even a smartphone.
When is the application deadline?
11:59 PM on June 15, 2020. This is a firm deadline. For a 
church to receive loan funds, the online application must 
be completed in full by this date.

Will our church’s application impact what other 
churches are eligible to receive?
No. The Committee on Congregational Development 
intentionally designed this program so that there will be 
funds available for every church which is eligible and ap-
plies by the deadline.
When will our church receive the loan for 
which we qualify?
If accurate information is provided in the application pro-
cess (especially GCFA number and email addresses), the 
payouts for all churches which qualify will be processed 
no later than July 15, 2020.
What information is needed to submit the 
church’s online application?
Here are the fields on the application form:

• Church GCFA Number: This is found on charge 
conference forms and on the monthly apportionment 
remittance form. The number for all but a very few 
(less than 10) IGRC churches starts with a “5.”

• Church name
• City
• District
• Church Council Chair’s name
• Church Council Chair’s email address
• Pastor’s name
• Pastor’s email address
• Has the Church Council adopted a motion to apply 

for this loan and to agree to its terms? (Yes/No)
• Since March 1, 2020, has this church taken proactive 

step(s) to move forward in ministry to fulfill its mis-
sion to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor-
mation of the world? (Yes/No)

• Briefly describe the proactive step(s) this church has 
taken:

Take great care to enter the information in the online 
form accurately, especially the GCFA
Number and the email addresses. Any mistakes in the ap-
plication will impede the ability for your church’s loan to 
be processed accurately and in a timely manner
If you have additional questions, contact Rev. Mike Craw-
ford, Coordinator of Congregational Development at 
mcrawford@igrc.org 
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Bishop’s Plan for Returning to Church Bishop’s Plan for Returning to Church

LOCATION POSITIVE  
CASES DEATHS

Illinois 120260 5390

Chicago 45527 2122

Adams 44 1

Alexander 8 0

Bond 12 1

Boone 452 17

Brown 10 0

Bureau 15 1

Calhoun 1 0

Carroll 15 2

Cass 73 0

Champaign 640 7

Christian 35 4

Clark 11 0

Clay 2 0

Clinton 186 17

Coles 127 15

Cook 32398 1520

Crawford 11 0

Cumberland 10 0

De Witt 4 0

DeKalb 416 4

Douglas 28 0

DuPage 7707 373

Edgar 1 0

Edwards 2 0

Effingham 7 1

Fayette 21 3

Ford 20 1

Franklin 12 0

Fulton 11 0

Gallatin 2 0

Greene 5 0

Grundy 98 2

Hamilton 2 0

Hancock 17 0

Hardin 1 0

Henderson 8 0

Henry 69 0

Iroquois 132 4

Jackson 286 10

Jasper 45 7

Jefferson 101 16

Jersey 24 1

Jo Daviess 32 0

Johnson 8 0

Kane 6338 178

Kankakee 910 45

Kendall 798 19

Knox 100 0

Lake 8331 291

LaSalle 153 13

Lawrence 4 0

Lee 81 1

Livingston 34 2

Logan 10 0

Macon 193 19

Macoupin 45 2

Madison 580 60

Marion 50 0

Marshall 5 0

Mason 18 0

Massac 7 0

McDonough 88 11

McHenry 1566 72

McLean 220 13

Menard 20 0

Mercer 17 0

Monroe 95 12

Montgomery 39 1

Morgan 36 1

Moultrie 11 0

Ogle 206 3

Peoria 233 9

Perry 41 0

Piatt 11 0

Pike 1 0

Pope 1 0

Pulaski 56 0

Putnam 1 0

Randolph 270 4

TRACKING THE 
COR   NAVIRUS 
Restore Illinois Health Regions/COVID-19 positive cases*

Richland 3 0

Rock Island 658 24

Saline 7 0

Sangamon 351 29

Schuyler 13 0

Scott 0 0

Shelby 16 1

St. Clair 1137 82

Stark 3 0

Stephenson 206 2

Tazewell 73 5

Unassigned 85 0

Union 154 11

Vermilion 40 1

Wabash 2 0

Warren 117 0

Washington 18 0

Wayne 9 1

White 2 0

Whiteside 140 13

Will 5566 276

Williamson 67 2

Winnebago 2251 55

Woodford 19 2

*AS OF PRESS TIME ON 6/1/20

For up-to-date tracking of Illinois counties go to:
  https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/county-map

  PHASE 3 –  
  WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE?

GENERAL GUIDANCE FROM 
RESTORE ILLINOIS:

• Face coverings in public continue to be required
• All gatherings of 10 people or fewer are allowed with 

this limit subject to change based on latest data and 
guidance

• Travel should follow state and federal public health 
approved guidance

• Schools in remote learning
• Limited child care and summer programs open with 

Department of Public Health approved safety guidance
• Employees of “non-essential” businesses are allowed 

to return to work with Department of Public Health 
approved safety guidance depending upon risk level, 
tele-work strongly encouraged wherever possible

• Employers are encouraged to provide accommodations 
for COVID-19-vulnerable employees

ILLINOIS GREAT RIVERS CONFERENCE 
GUIDANCE:

• Churches should follow Phase 2 Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference Guidance except as changed in this list 
(see www.igrc.org/worship-phase2).

• Churches may begin meeting in groups of 10 
people or fewer for worship, leadership meet-
ings, discipleship formation, and missional service. 
Some churches may determine that they will continue 
to meet for public worship exclusively online in order 
to avoid excluding congregants who may not yet feel 
safe attending in person gatherings. Most churches will 
want to continue to offer their online or broadcast 
worship experience in addition to any small group in 
person gatherings.

• Churches may begin meeting outdoors. Where 
weather and facilities permit, it is much safer for wor-
ship and other activities to occur outdoors rather than 
indoors. At an outdoor gathering, people should sit with 
those from their household and maintain at least 6 feet 
apart from other people and household groups. Even 
when meeting outdoors, the church will need to follow 
appropriate social distancing, mask wearing, logging of 
participants, and other safety precautions. If continu-
ing with singing and group recitation, increase social 
distance to at least 10 feet between groups and ensure 
face coverings are worn.

• Churches will need to build a system to ensure that 
groups will be 10 people or fewer. This can be done 
through a system of pre-registration (online or via 
phone reservation), tickets, or preparations to limit the 
number of people who can enter the building.

• Gatherings are any distinct group of people who do 
not interact with anyone else. Multiple gatherings can 
occur simultaneously in the same facility if they had 
staggered start times so people weren't in the parking 
lot at the same time., had separate bathroom facilities, 
had separate entrances, had doors closed between the 
two groups, had separate HVAC air handling equipment 
that didn't circulate between the two areas, and had no 
people (including clergy) moving between the groups. 
If a person who was at any gathering tested positive 
for Covid-19, everyone in the facility would need to 
be notified and recommended that they be tested and 
self-quarantine for the recommended amount of time.

• Churches should keep a log of participants to any size 
gathering or who enter the church building. This can be 
used to notify participants should someone also pres-
ent at that gather later test positive for COVID-19. The 
log should include Name, Address, Phone, and Other 
Contact information.

• All people, including worship leaders, musicians, pastors, 
and congregants should wear a face covering. Small 
children and others specifically exempted by public 
health guidelines may be present without masks. Masks 
are only effective if they are used correctly and used by 
everyone present.

• Consider installing plexiglass to provide a physical bar-
rier between the pastor and other worship leaders and 
the congregation.

• All people, including worship leaders, musicians, pastors 
and congregants should remain at least 6 feet from 
other people. People who live in the same household 
may be within 6 feet of each other.

• Have a plan in place to provide adequate time and sup-
plies for assigned people to clean and sanitized exposed 
surfaces (including pew backs, door handles, bathrooms, 
and other high traffic areas between services).

• Holy Communion presents a unique safety challenge, 
as it typically involves close physical contact, eating, 
and drinking. Touching a face mask to remove or shift 
it to take the elements will contaminate the mask and 
increases the risk of viral exposure. Those serving com-
munion share the same risk as those receiving, so any 
communion practice must be strictly non-contact. This 
may mean some congregations will choose to further 
postpone offering in-person communion. Others may 
find ways to pre-distribute sanitarily prepared and pack-
aged communion elements that can be accessed while 
maintaining a 6-foot social distance.

• Baptisms should limit close personal contact and no 
skin-to-skin contact is recommended during baptisms. If 
necessary, it is recommended that parents hold babies 
and small children as the pastor performs the rite.

• When meeting indoors, congregations, worship leaders, 
and choirs should not join in singing of hymns, praise 
songs or other congregational music while the congre-

gation is present. Singing has a high risk of spreading 
water droplets which can carry the virus a significant 
distance and can potentially remain suspended in the 
air. A cloth mask is unlikely to be enough to protect 
you or your neighbor even as you practice appropriate 
physical distancing.

• Use no-touch alternatives for passing the peace, collect-
ing offering, and liturgical resources. Consider removing 
pew Bibles, hymnals and friendship pads especially if 
you will have multiple services. Use single-use bulletins 
or screens as alternatives. If you keep these resources in 
the pews provide for wipe down after each service.

• For children’s time, do not have children come forward. 
Instead, create from you-to-the-pew story moments 
engaging children from safe distancing.

• Distancing: Have people spread out in the sanctu-
ary space. Allow only one household unit per pew or 
seating area with measured markers indicating proper 
physical distance in approved and marked seating areas. 
Explore meeting in a fellowship hall or outdoors if your 
space is small. Post signs to remind people that they 
should use face coverings and practice social distanc-
ing. Frequently remind people of these practices during 
every gathering.

• Avoid greeting lines at the beginning or ending of the 
gathering. Help people to leave in a staggered fashion in 
order to avoid groups bunching up in hallways, door-
ways, or parking areas.

• Do not offer fellowship meals, snacks, donuts, or coffee 
hour. Continue encouraging people to leave the build-
ing rather than mingling.

Children’s Ministries – Although children may 
meet in groups of less than 10, they are unlikely to follow 
appropriate health safety and social distancing guidelines. 
Therefore, we recommend that you do not resume in 
person children’s ministry programs, nursery, or Sunday 
School. Children are safest and make the congregation safest 
if they remain with their household groups while they are in 
the building. Remote learning, online, and at-home children’s 
ministries are encouraged and may require significant 
innovation and investment in order to be effective.

Day Camps, After School Programs and Youth 
Sports  – Day camps, after school programs, and youth 
sports programming may be held. They must comply with 
all of the detailed and specific requirements provided 
by the Illinois Department of Commerce and any 
additional requirements of local public health officials. IDC 
requirements can be found at: https://www2.illinois.gov/
dceo/Pages/RestoreILP3.aspx

Discipleship Formation – People may gather in groups 
of less than 10, wearing masks, and practicing appropriate 
social distancing. Some participants will not yet feel safe or 

MOVING INTO PHASE 3 Coronavirus update
(Editor’s note: The following is a transcript of 

Bishop Frank Beard’s remarks made on May 29 
and represents the current position of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference leadership amidst the 
Covid-19 pandemic)

I greet you in the wonderful name of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and savior. My name is Frank Beard and I'm the 
resident Bishop of the Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference for 
the United Methodist Church. 

Recently, our governor has announced the restrictions for in-
church gatherings, that is, for in-person worship services, has been 
lifted. I'd like to take a moment and to share with you what that 
will mean for the churches, the United Methodist churches of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference as we move forward.

Beginning today, May 29, the entire state of Illinois has moved 
to Phase 3. Churches can now be open to groups of 10 or less for 
any reason. Worship, bible study, fellowship. Social distancing of 
6 feet is required and the wearing of face masks is required. There 
are guidelines that are posted on our church conference website 
(www.igrc.org/worship-phase3). So, we encourage you to be aware 
of those.

Churches can also hold drive-in worship services with the 
necessary safety precautions. These guidelines again, are available 
on the conference website, (www.igrc.org/drive-in-worship-
guidelines). There is no crowd size limit for drive-in worship, but 
everyone must remain in their vehicles and nothing can be passed 
from one vehicle to another. Social distancing is still required for 
drive-in worship. 

Churches can also hold outdoor worship services. There is no 
crowd size limit, but social distancing of 6 feet is required and face 
masks must be worn. We do not recommend nor do we encourage 
congregational singing even at the outdoor worship gatherings.

I appreciate your cooperation and your efforts to care for all 
of God's children. If we are able to continue to meet these targets 
necessary, we can enter into Phase 4, I believe, as early as June 26. 
Phase 4 will allow us an increase in indoor worship size capacity to 
50 persons, which will allow more than half of the IGRC churches 
to gather indoors for worship. 

Church Guidance for Illinois Public Health Phases
Illinois Great Rivers Conference of the United Methodist Church
The Restore Illinois plan provides for the State of 

Illinois to be divided into four public health regions, which 
will be assessed for risk of COVID-19 deaths based on five 
phases. This is a summary of the detailed guidance available 
for Illinois Great Rivers United Methodist Churches on 
applicable safety guidance for each phase.

Phase 1: RAPID SPREAD
• Churches should not gather for in person weekly 

worship
• Funerals and weddings should be less than 10 people
• Church buildings closed, except for essential and 

minimum basic operations

Phase 2: FLATTENING
• Same as Phase 1

• Churches may gather for Drive In worship services

Phase 3: RECOVERY
• Churches may gather for any purpose in groups of less 

than 10
• Churches may gather out of doors with proper 

distancing
• Children’s ministry programs should not be held
• Social distancing, face masks, and other precautions 

should be taken
• Churches should not practice group singing
• Church buildings may reopen to small groups, and 

all church staff and volunteers can return to using the 
building

• People at higher risk of dying from COVID-19 should 
not gather in groups of any size

Phase 4: REVITALIZATION
• Churches may gather for any purpose in groups of less 

than 50
• Churches, with larger rooms may gather indoor groups 

of up to 25 percent of the room capacity, but may not 
exceed 100 people in total

• Children’s ministry programs may resume, cautiously
• Continue social distancing practices and other 

precautions

Phase 5: ILLINOIS RESTORED
• Churches may gather in unlimited size groups for any 

purpose
• All public health safety guidance is lifted
• It is now safer for people of higher risk of dying from 

COVID-19 to gather

Guiding principles of  
the IGRC Reopening Plan

The IGRC Reopening Plan, “Getting Back to the Heart of 
Worship,” includes specific guidance on many ministry practices 
and facilities usages, but all of these are derived from these 
principles, which can be used to evaluate questions arising beyond 
the details of this document:
DO NO HARM

The first rule of a Methodist is “Do no harm.” Our churches 
should attempt to minimize harm as much as possible. This will 
likely require inconveniencing many people in order to make 
it safer for some other people. In the light of the COVID-19 
pandemic, this means that we must do all we can to keep people 
as safe as possible, even if it is difficult, inconvenient, frustrating, 
unprofitable, or disruptive. Some people are at higher risk of dying 
from COVID-19, but it has the possibility of killing anyone who 
contracts it. Doing no harm, in this case, means keeping people 
from dying.
AVOID CLOSE INDIVIDUAL CONTACT
The coronavirus that causes COVID-19 is primarily spread by 
water droplets carried on the breath of someone with the virus. 
It is also possible for someone to have the virus for several weeks 
without showing any symptoms or even being aware that they 
could be spreading the virus to others. Avoiding close contact 
between people can significantly lower the possibility of someone 
unknowingly infecting another person. People should remain at 
least six feet apart (about the length of regular breath transmission)  
and wear masks to prevent water vapor traveling between people. 
People who suspect they might have COVID-19, people who are 

REOPENING PLAN CONTINUED ON  PAGE 10

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE CONTINUED ON  PAGE 12

NORTHEAST
NORTH-CENTRAL
CENTRAL
SOUTHERN

All four regions
now in Phase 3.

PHASE 3 CONTINUED ON  PAGE 12
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BY SAM HODGES

DALLAS (UM News) – United Methodist Bishop Scott Jones 
was removed from the Southern Methodist University trustee 
board last month, another episode in an ongoing legal battle for 
control of the Dallas school.

Jones, an SMU alumnus and former 
professor at SMU’s Perkins School of 
Theology, had served on the board since 
his election as bishop in 2004.
Fellow trustees removed him April 19, 
soon after he petitioned a Texas court 
to join a lawsuit filed against SMU by the 
South Central Jurisdictional Conference 
of The United Methodist Church.

Jones, who oversees the denomination’s Texas Conference, 
described his removal from the board as illegal and “vindictive” 
in an April 20 court filing.
SMU in its own filing earlier this month said Jones was removed 
because he breached his fiduciary responsibility as a board 
member by suing the school.
In response to questions from United Methodist News, SMU 
released a short statement that did not address Jones’ removal.
“We value our continuing relationship with the Methodist 
Church and the service of its members and leaders on the 
SMU Board of Trustees, including Bishop (Michael) McKee who 
was recently elected to another four-year term as a trustee,” 
the May 27 statement says.
Jones cast a dissenting vote last November when trustees 
decided to change SMU’s articles of incorporation, deleting 
references to the conference’s authority to approve trustee 
nominations and school land sales and leases. One deleted 
passage declares SMU to be “forever owned, maintained and 
controlled” by the conference.
SMU President R. Gerald Turner released a statement on Dec. 
6 saying the change in governing documents was necessary 
“to make it clear that SMU is solely maintained and controlled 
by its board as the ultimate authority for the University.” He 
described the board’s action as complying with Texas law.
The board changed its bylaws to be consistent with the new 
articles of incorporation.
Turner said SMU intended to maintain ties with The United 
Methodist Church, including through Perkins.
But he stressed to the Dallas Morning News that SMU had a 
commitment to non-discrimination, and that the 2019 General 
Conference of The United Methodist Church’s approval of the 
Traditional Plan — reinforcing bans against LGBTQ ordination 
and same sex weddings — conflicted with SMU’s values. He 
also noted that the prospect of a split of The United Methodist 
Church created uncertainty for SMU.
On Dec. 4, the South Central Jurisdictional Conference filed 
suit in state district court in Dallas. The lawsuit argued that the 
1996 articles of incorporation SMU’s board sought to change 
guaranteed the conference ultimate control of the school and 
couldn’t be altered without the conference’s approval.
SMU’s court filings in response contend that the Texas Busi-

ness Organizations Code leaves decisions about the articles of 
incorporation with the trustees. SMU also holds that the con-
ference had, by approving nominations for the trustee board, 
given the board “prior authorization” to change the governing 
documents.
The jurisdictional conference, which typically meets every four 
years, consists of delegates from annual conferences in Texas, 
Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Kansas 
and Nebraska.
Jurisdictional conferences were to be held this summer, but 
have been pushed back to Nov. 10-12, 2021, because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
Between quadrennial meetings, a Mission Council handles 
administrative business for the South Central Jurisdiction. It was 
the council that chose to go to court.
“We were not opposed to (SMU’s board) making some 
changes. It’s a changing world,” Missouri Conference Bishop Bob 
Farr, a Mission Council member, said by phone. “But there is a 
fundamental disagreement as to whether SMU has to ask for 
permission to get those changes.”
Jones, in a phone interview, shared why he hired a lawyer and 
petitioned to join the suit.
“I took this step at the request of the attorneys for the jurisdic-
tion as a way of cooperating with their efforts,” he said. “This 
dispute is ongoing and my participation is part of an attempt to 
resolve this in favor of the jurisdiction’s claims.”
Jones filed his petition to join the suit on April 16. Three days 
later, he filed an amended petition. It included a copy of an 
April 19 note sent to him by Robert H. Dedman Jr., SMU 
trustee board chair, informing him he had been by removed as 
a trustee “for cause.”
Jones’ amended petition asks that the board’s decision to 
remove him be declared void.
SMU’s filing in response argues that he violated his fiduciary 
duty as a trustee by going to court, but also describes the ques-
tion of his trustee board membership as moot. The filing says 
his latest term has now expired and he is term limited from 
another unless granted a waiver.

“There’s some unclarity about when my term was to come to 
an end,” Jones said in the phone interview.
The 1996 Articles of Incorporation say SMU’s board must in-
clude three bishops of the South Central Jurisdiction, as well as 
nine other people recommended by the jurisdiction’s College 
of Bishops.
The new articles of incorporation delete those requirements. 
And SMU’s board has recently changed beyond Jones’ removal.
A May 18 press release notes that Bishop Cynthia Fierro Har-
vey, who leads the Louisiana Conference and is president of the 
Council of Bishops, had completed her term as an SMU trustee.
The same release names six new board members, none a 
United Methodist bishop.
That leaves North Texas Conference Bishop Michael McKee as 
the sole United Methodist bishop on the 42-member board.
“The new bylaws call for one bishop to serve on the board and 
it makes perfect sense for that bishop to be Bishop McKee at 
this time,” Harvey said by email.
She also said that bishops and pastors on the board were 
excused from voting on whether to remove Jones.
Judge Maricela Moore of Texas’ 162nd Judicial Circuit is presid-
ing in the lawsuit, the record of which has grown to hundreds 
of pages, in multiple filings by both the conference and SMU.
In a May 6 order, she dismissed some claims made by the 
conference, but others she did not. SMU’s May 27 statement 
said Moore’s rulings so far “make it clear that the board has the 
ultimate authority” over SMU.
“We look forward to the remaining claims being resolved and 
dismissed as well,” SMU’s statement said.
Farr said that “rulings dismissing certain claims were in error 
and we will be filing an appeal,” and noted that the conference’s 
pending claims include that it has a “beneficial interest in all of 
SMU’s assets.”
The lawsuit’s filings are available online, under the parties’ 
names and under the case number, DC-19-19359.
(Hodges is a Dallas-based writer for United Methodist News.)

National / Global NewsNational / Global News

The video footage is more than disturbing, it is mind-
boggling.

 “I can’t believe what we just saw!” We all watched in horror-
filled disbelief as George Floyd, handcuffed and pinned to the 
ground by an officer’s knee on his neck, gasped, “I can’t breathe!”  
Mr. Floyd died as others helplessly watched. This senseless act 
cannot be excused or simply dismissed by any of us because it 
affects all of us.

The list of African American men that have suffered death 
through senseless acts, like this one, continues to grow, even as the 
racial tensions and divisions in our nation continues to escalate. 
The voices of Christians, as well as all of good will, dare not 
remain idly silent, as these nonsensical acts continue.

It is the job of every Christian to serve as conduits of grace, 
mercy, and love so that the dark forces of our world might 
experience the liberating light of Jesus Christ. It is our job to help 

stamp out hatred in any form. Therefore, I encourage all United 
Methodist to pray for the families that are affected by this most 
recent tragedy, as well as those suffering a similar plight 

in recent months. I remind us all that it is our duty, as 
sisters and brothers, to stand-up, speak-out, and advocate for 
those that are hurting and marginalized, so that justice may 
become a reality.

I invite you to join me in praying for the Floyd family, 
the cities of Minneapolis / St. Paul, and other communities 
throughout our Nation and World experiencing unrest and 
turmoil. As we pray, let us also remain firmly committed to 
the task of renouncing the spiritual forces of wickedness, 
as we resist evil, injustice, oppression and pledge anew our 
commitment to walk after the manner of Jesus Christ.

God Bless
Bishop Frank J. Beard

FILIPINOS ON THE MARGINS 
HURT BY COVID-19 PANDEMIC
BY GLADYS P. MANGIDUYOS

In the Philippines, COVID-19 is hurting people on 
the margins, with millions of poor and daily wage earners 
experiencing “the uncertainty of food supply and the cer-
tainty of hunger,” said Rubilyn Litao, a United Methodist 
deaconess.

Litao was among a group of Filipino United Method-
ists who weighed in on the impact of the global pandemic 
during a May 16 webinar.

“With the COVID-19 outbreak, the urban poor com-
munities heavily affected by the enhanced community 
quarantine are the same communities where families lost 
their loved ones because of the government’s policy on 
(the) war on drugs,” she said.

“The imposition of lockdown means they do not 
have work and yet they need to find ways to have their 
food. They are not begging. It’s just that the daily wage is 
not even enough for everyday needs.”

United Methodists from the three episcopal areas 
have come together to provide assistance.

The Rev. Recto Baguio, superintendent of the Min-
danao Central East District, said that his district is poor 
and they have to ensure that people aren’t starving during 
the lockdown.

“We mobilized and pooled resources for relief goods. 
(The) majority of the churches are in rural areas. We did 
not let poverty stop us; we instead braved this predica-
ment to give help so families will have rice to cook,” he 
said.

Baguio said that United Methodists made a call to 
help the hungry dubbed “Together We Share Food on the 
Table Amid Pandemic.”

They sought help from families, church people, busi-
nesses and politicians.

“All their donations made relief goods possible, (for) 
which we are so grateful,” Baguio said.

The district handed out rice, canned goods, noodles, 
sugar, salt, dried fish and soap.

Litao, who also serves as coordinator for Rise Up for 
Life and for Rights, said relief aid from the government 
has not reached many of the poor who need it most. For 
those who have received aid, she said, the food packs only 
last three to four days.

“One of the mothers, whose husband was killed in 
2017, expressed, that even before the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the (families of victims) of drug-related killings 
are living by hand-to-mouth existence,” she said during 
the webinar.

There have been more than 300 complaints and 23 
criminal charges related to how relief money is being 
distributed in the barangays.

The. Rev Feliciano M. Biasbas, superintendent of 
the North East Central Luzon District, said that there are 
many ways to help with food insecurity, even during a 
pandemic.

“In our home, we plant all kinds of vegetables. I 
have a project called F.A.I.T.H., which stands for Food 
Available in The Home/House project. We have saluyot 
(a leafy vegetable), sweet potato, eggplant, pepper, upland 
kangkong (water spinach), etc. We share these vegetables 
with the church members and even the community.”

Another district project, Tawid Buhay, which means 
“a meager help to sustain life,” provides food assistance 
for those most in need in the community.

“We give them rice, groceries, vegetables, meat and 
fish. Even among our church workers, we give them cash 
and food assistance,” said Biasbas, who added that the 
project has continued during the lockdown. The funds 
come from donations from church members in the Phil-

ippines and abroad, he said.
The Rev. Elijah Lorenzo, superintendent from North 

East Nueva Ecija, said his district is one of the most fi-
nancially challenged in the Manila Episcopal Area, noting 
that church workers have been hit hard.

“We came up with the idea of offering a virtual con-
cert to appeal the viewers to be partners in helping the 
workers financially to survive in this long haul,” he said.

Lorenzo said that the goal was to collect at least 
50,000 pesos (nearly $1,000 U.S.).

“God allowed us to raise 60,000 pesos. With the 
pooled resources, we were able to provide cash for each 
pastor, deaconess and volunteer church worker,” he said.

Lorenzo said that some churches in his district also 
prepared and donated food to frontline workers.

The Rev. Marlon Magno from the Baguio Area used 
his artistic talent to help families near his church. He sold 
his paintings during the lockdown.

“We raised funds to provide the mostly needed food, 
not only to our poorest members, but to those in the 
community.”

He said most of the members of his small United 
Methodist church in the Balete barangay, inside Hacienda 
Luisita in Tarlac City, work on a daily wage basis, which 
means if they don’t work, they don’t get paid.

“I have a little talent in painting and was able to sell 
most of my works to augment our social concern fund. 
We were able to reach out to our neighbors four times 
in the months of April and May. By God's grace, we can 
sustain this ministry during these trying times.”

Darlene Marquez-Caramanzana, Asia-Pacific area 
liaison for the United Methodist Board of Global Minis-
tries, said several groups also have mobilized and pooled 
resources to respond.

The mission agency collaborated with the Scranton 
Center in Seoul and Wesley Foundation in Tokyo to 

provide grants for the Manila office of Global Ministries 
and the Central Conference Board of Women’s Work 
to distribute food to the poorest communities in Metro 
Manila where some churches are engaged in community 
outreach programs.

Six churches were provided food packs to feed 
around 700 needy families.

The recipients were among the poorest and hard-
est hit by the lockdown, including tricycle and pedi-cab 
drivers, laundry workers, variety store owners and street 
sweepers.

The Board of Women’s Work also provided relief 
packs for women living with HIV and their children, 
migrant workers and families of the victims of the war on 
drugs in Bocobo, Malate and Manila. About 645 families 
were served. The relief packs included hygiene kits with 
bath soap, sanitary napkins, face masks and disinfectants.

The Manila office also was able to deliver food packs 
for seminarians from Union Theological Seminary and 
their outreach community, Lupang Ramos, a community 
of farmers in Cavite.

Norma P. Dollaga, a United Methodist deaconess, 
shared a story about a woman who waited in line for 
nearly 24 hours for relief money.

Dollaga told United Methodist News that the woman 
earned below the minimum wage.

“As a single mom, she had to endure hardship to 
raise her children. Come lockdown time, she lost her 
job in compliance (with the) ‘stay at home’ policy. The 
woman said, ‘We obey the law, and we were rewarded 
with hunger and anxiety.’

“The agony of the poor is not a ‘new normal’ under 
(the) pandemic,” Dollaga said, “but an intensifying nor-
malcy of a society where there are sharp inequities and 
injustice.”

(Mangiduyos is a communicator from the Philippines.)

Photo courtesy of the Rev. Recto Baguio.
United Methodists, led by the Rev. Recto Baguio, superintendent of the Mindanao Central East District, distribute food to communities struggling during 
the coronavirus pandemic in the Philippines. The relief packs include rice, canned goods, noodles, sugar, salt, dried fish and soap. 

Bishop Jones removed from SMU board

Bishop Beard’s statement on the death of George Floyd

ill, or people at higher risk of dying from COVID-19 
should avoid contact with any other people.

AVOID SHARED OBJECT CONTACT
Water droplets containing the virus can easily 

pass from mouth to hand to objects to another 
person who touches that object and then their mouth, 
face, or eyes. There is still a lot unknown about how 
long the virus can be contagious once it gets onto 
an object, but the best practice is to limit touching 
of common objects. This includes door handles, 
handrails, bathroom fixtures, bulletins, toys, coffee 
pots, hymnals, microphones, keyboards, and cleaning 
supplies. Shared objects should be thoroughly cleaned 
between usages (for instructions see:  https://www.

cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/
disinfecting-your-home.html).

RULE OF THE LEAST COMPLIANT PERSON
Because of the nature of viral transmission, the 

safety level of a group of people is not set by the safety 
practices of the majority of the group’s participants. 
Instead, the safety level of the entire group is set by the 
safety practices of the least safe person in the group. 
One person who does not follow safety practices can 
infect an entire group, even if the rest of the group is 
fully complying with all recommended safety practices. 
This means that church gatherings will need to clearly 
communicate with all of their participants the mutual 
needs of the entire gathering to reduce risk.
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Got your back, Jack
BY JOHN ROBERT MCFARLAND

Yesterday was Jack Newsome’s 
birthday. Joan, his wife, called us 
Saturday, May 23, to say he died that 
morning. He was 3 days short of 88.

There were a lot of bright young 
ministers in the Central Illinois Conference of the 
Methodist Church in 1966, when Jack and I first met. We 
were drawn to each other because we were odd balls. He 
was from Georgia. I was from southern Indiana. We had 
funny accents. We didn’t sound like we belonged on the 
flat Illinois prairie. And we weren’t “real” ministers. He 
was an associate minister, and I was a campus minister, 
so we were outsiders. Other ministers would ask us, in 
all seriousness, “When are you going to return to the 
ministry?”

Our colleagues were nice to us, though, and I was 
pleased to have so many smart, new friends. Jack, though, 
was different from all the others.

I would go to some friend with a problem. If I got 
worked up and jumped up and down on the table and 
yelled “That damned bishop,” since we’d all had Pastoral 
Counseling 101, they would fold their hands on their 
crossed knees and say, “Would you like to talk about it”?

If I went to Jack, though, he would get up on the table 
with me and jump up and down and yell, “That damned 
bishop,” having no idea why said bishop should be sent to 
Hades, but trusting me enough to know there was a good 
reason.

That kind of unquestioning support drew us to each 
other, and we entered into an unspoken pact of guarding 
each other’s back, for 54 years.

About 30 years ago, Bishop Leroy Hodapp named 
me to our conference’s Investigation Committee. I told 
the bishop that I thought it was a bad move. “I’ll be 
too sympathetic to whoever we’re investigating,” I said. 
“That’s why I want you on the committee,” he replied. 
“Every sinner should have one friend.”

At supper, I told Helen and our teen-aged daughters 
about my new committee assignment. Katie said, “What 

if Jack Newsome is accused of something, and you have 
to investigate? How will you handle that?” It was a good 
question, and I didn’t know how to answer.

The next time Jack and Joan and Helen and I were 
out together, I mentioned what Katie had said. “Don’t 
worry about it, John,” Joan said. “Just tell me, and I’ll take 
care of it.” That must have scared Jack as much as it did 
me, because I never had to investigate him.

Jack and I spent a lot of time together. Mostly it was 
sitting together at district or conference meetings, or 
just having lunch or coffee-- although Jack always had 
Pepsi since he didn’t drink coffee--or taking our wives 
to supper. We also went to continuing ed conferences 
together, all the way from Dubuque to Lake Junaluska. 
We went to the Holy Land together, including early 
morning runs through Amman and Tel Aviv, since we 
were both runners back then. There was never enough 
time, though, to get all our talking done.

When Jack became my District Superintendent, I 
was pastoring at Arcola, IL. We were trying to start a 
“Children’s Church,” because we had a whole lot of kids in 
worship, which was great, but they were understandably 
bored, and made a lot of noise, and many people were 
saying, “They really need their own church experience.” 
There was pushback, though, since some people would 
have to miss “adult” church to work with the children.

So Helen and I volunteered to be the children’s 
church leaders the first Sunday we had it. I conducted 
the first part of the service and called for the children to 
follow us to children’s church. “But, oh, I forgot. There’s 
nobody to preach. Who will volunteer to preach?” Well, 
you can imagine the shrinking down into the pews. “But,” 
I said, “there’s a stranger here. Stranger, can you preach?” 
“Well, I could give it a try,” said Jack Newsome.

No one knew who he was. It was his first Sunday 
in the District. So Helen and I had a great time with 
the kids, and the congregation marveled that there just 
happened to be someone that day who could preach.

He was only in his 60’s when Jack got a disease of the 
Parkinson’s variety. It progressed. In the last few years, he 

couldn’t even get out of bed, and it was difficult to find 
the right words. He was in a long-term care facility in St. 
Louis, to be near his children.

There was a sweet quality of innocence about Jack. 
Because of geographical distance, the last time we saw the 
Newsomes in person was about five years ago. We went to 
Red Lobster for supper. Jack was in a wheelchair. When 
we left, as I pushed him through the aisles, he cheerily 
smiled and did a royal wave at the other folks we passed.

Since Jack had trouble talking on the phone, I tried 
to write to him each week. I imagine my birthday letter 
arrived the day he died.

Jack had his arguments with the church, and 
occasionally with God, but he always knew that it was 
God who really had his back, and he faced each declining 
day with his soft Georgia drawl and his sweet Georgia 
disposition.

Like any other pastor, husband, father, person, Jack 
had his disappointments, his depressed times and sad 
times and morose times, but in the midst of all that, he 
was always fun, always thoughtful, always helpful, always 
willing to jump and down on the table with me.

(Rev. John Robert McFarland is an IGRC retired pastor. He 
is the author of several books and blogs regularly at: https://
christinwinter.blogspot.com Reprinted with permission 
from his May 27 post)

Conference NewsConference News

MARIE WHITE WEBB
PRAIRIE VILLAGE, Kan. – Marie (Schnake) 
White Webb, 99, died peacefully at Claridge Court, 
Prairie Village, KS, on May 18. 
Born March 18, 1921 in Washington County, Ill., 
to a young farmer and his wife, Harlan and Net-
tie (Whittenberg) Schnake. After graduating from 
Centralia High School, she forfeited her county's 
full-tuition scholarship to the University of Illinois, 
where she had intended to major in journalism and 
dress design, to enroll in Asbury College, Wilmore, 
Ky., for a major in Christian Education. There she 
met a young student minister, James Kerr White, 
whom she married August 28, 1940. 

After being chosen for Who's Who 
Among Students in American Colleges 
and Universities, Marie dropped out of 
school to go with her husband to stu-
dent church appointments as he com-
pleted his theological degree at Drew 
University in New Jersey and Garrett 
Theological Seminary at Northwestern 
University. 
The couple served churches in Lov-
ington, Griggsville, Quincy, East Peoria, 
and Pekin, plus six years on the former 
Bloomington District -- all in the former 

Illinois and Central Illinois conferences. 
Marie became very active in community and confer-
ence activities as well as in the various churches. Al-
ways a lover of children, she taught Sunday School 
to children and youth, and she organized several 
young adult singles classes. She was a Girl Scout 
leader and board member, directed Girl Scout 
day camps, and served on boards of the YWCA 
and PTA. She was active in many units of United 
Methodist Women, and she chaired the Conference 
Ministers' Wives Retreat and was president of the 
Ministers' Wives Association. 
After her youngest child entered kindergarten, 
Marie went back to school, completing her B.A. 
at Bradley University. In 1970, she earned a mas-

ter's degree with honors in U.S. History at Illinois 
State University. After spending many hours in 
her denomination's archives, her thesis, Antislavery 
Leadership in Illinois Methodism, 1844-1861 was 
accepted. This led to the publication of an article, 
"The Methodist Antislavery Struggle in the Land of 
Lincoln," in Methodist History, July 1972. It also led 
to her appointment to chair the Commission on 
Archives and History, being the first woman to chair 
a commission in conference history. 
She wrote the readers' theatre script, Flame in the 
Wilderness, for the conference sesquicentennial cel-
ebration, June 1974. When living in Pekin, home of 
Senator and Mrs. Everett M. Dirksen, Marie helped 
organize the Dirksen Congressional Research 
Center and served as program and exhibit director. 
She wrote curriculum materials, such as "How a Bill 
Becomes Law," speaking to many school groups. 
In 1982, the YWCA honored her as outstanding 
woman in the professions. 
When her husband retired in 1983, the couple 
moved to Enid, Okla., where for seven years Marie 
edited the newsletter of First United Method-
ist Church and organized an older adult council. 
The "Keenagers" planned trips together, visited the 
homebound, and engaged in Volunteer in Mission 
trips, such as to Bolivia and other sites. 
The highlights of her life, however, were created by 
her four children, all of whom grew up, completed 
college degrees, and married. In her spare time, 
Marie's hobbies included reading, writing, camp-
ing, sewing (her own clothing as well as that of her 
two daughters including their wedding gowns), and 
making wedding quilts for her grandchildren. She 
became a hands-on grandmother and great-grand-
mother, too, organizing picnics, family reunions and 
holidays, camping and vacation trips, shopping jaunts, 
and milestone celebrations. 
Even as she aged, the focus of her telephone 
conversations was always the interests and activi-
ties of the various families' children, and she was so 
proud of them. Marie lost her husband in 1990 after 

almost 50 years of marriage. 
The following year, she married retired Bishop 
Lance Webb, who had served Methodism in the 
Illinois Area from 1964 to 1976. They lived for the 
last five years of his life in Dallas and northwest 
Arkansas on Beaver Lake. After his death in 1995, 
she began to write for publication by the Methodist 
Publishing House:  The Power of the Dream: Looking 
Forward in the Later Years and Building a Ministry for 
Homebound and Nursing Home Residents. 

She served on the faculty at Mount Sequoyah in 
Fayetteville, Ark., a retreat center of the South 
Central Jurisdiction. She was the Jurisdiction's 
representative to the national Committee on Older 
Adult Ministries for eight years. In 2000, she moved 
to Kansas City. 
Surviving are her four children and their spouses: 
Jeanie (Douglas) Amman, Muncie, IN; Peggy (Ste-
phen) Harmon, Overland Park, KS; Steven (Staci) 
White, Brooklyn, NY; and John (Viqui) White, 
Swan's Island, ME. Also surviving are 14 grand-
children: Mark Amman, Kirk Amman, Jill Amman 
Lafferty, Drew Amman, Gwen Amman Burns, Joyce 
Witherspoon Kindt, Jamie Montgomery Helzberg, 
Todd Montgomery, Braden Harmon, Megan Har-
mon Straney, Riley White, Justin White, Taylor White, 
and Mei Mei White. There are 29 great-grandchil-
dren, six of whom are twins. Also surviving are 
three stepdaughters: Jeanne Davis, Mary Edlund, and 
Ruth Lindstrom. Preceding her in death were Rob-
ert Montgomery, son-in-law; Bret Amman, grandson; 
and brothers Wilfred and Eugene Schnake. The 
family is grateful to her longtime physician Dr. Peter 
Holt and the skilled care team at Claridge Court for 
their compassion and dedication to her welfare. 
Because of current restrictions, Marie's life will be 
celebrated at a later date at the Wesley Covenant 
Chapel of the United Methodist Church of the Res-
urrection in Leawood, KS. Private graveside services 
will be held at Memorial Gardens in Enid, Okla. 

Conference archives has a new home
BY PAUL BLACK 

MT. VERNON  – The Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
archive collection has found a new home following the 
closing of MacMurray College in Jacksonville May 26.
Members of the IGRC Commission on Archives and 
History approved the move of the archives to Mt. Vernon 
Wesley UMC at its May 11 meeting. The move -out of 
MacMurray occurred May 26 and move-in to Mt. Vernon 
Wesley was completed May 27.
Unpacking will occur the week of June 1 to re-shelve the 
nearly 1,200 lineal feet of archival materials that include 
records on churches, pastors and other papers of his-
torical importance. There are also 16 file cabinets full of 
information.
Research requests are currently suspended until the move 
and transition is completed. The Commission will also 
be hiring a part-time archivist (20 hours per week) to 
oversee and manage the archives. Previously, Lynne Phillips, 
a MacMurray employee who also managed MacMurray’s 
archives, served the conference part-time and the school 
provided space in a contractual agreement with IGRC. 
Phillips’ last day with the college was May 26.
The IGRC collection will be housed in three classrooms 
at the church – one which will have shelved books and 
journals; a second room with the file cabinets has a large 
table that can serve visitors doing research and double as 
a meeting room for the archives and the Kaskaskia River 
District office which is across the hall. The room will be 

outfitted in the future for web conferencing through the 
conference’s Lifesize system. A third room will be used for 
storage of items not often requested. 
When college officials announced MacMurray’s closing in 
March, conference officials began looking for a new loca-
tion. Contacts were made to both McKendree University, 
which housed the former Southern Illinois Conference 
archives, and Illinois Wesleyan University, which housed the 
former Central Illinois Conference archives. McKendree 
declined and contacts at IWU were unsuccessful.
The Commission considered other sites and selected Mt. 
Vernon Wesley, in part because of the large genealogi-
cal collection at the C. E. Brehm Memorial Public Library 
in Mt. Vernon. Many persons seek church records from 
the IGRC Archives for family research so its location may 
facilitate those research efforts.

Photos by Paul Black
(ABOVE) A moving crew from Underfanger Moving and Storage in 
Springfield use Pfeiffer Library’s book elevator to move books to 
the main floor from the Peter Cartwright Room for easier transport 
to the truck. (LEFT) Another crew member disassembles shelving 
and packs it in the IGRC Archives for reassembly at its new home 
in Mt. Vernon.

comfortable being in public, and any small group 
experience should provide an easy and accessible 
means for them to participate either online or 
over the telephone. This may mean that it is more 
comfortable and effective for many discipleship-
formation groups to continue to meet primarily 
online or over the telephone.

Missional Service – People may gather in 
groups of less than 10, wearing masks, and practicing 
appropriate social distancing. Mission trips outside 
of the local area should not be held. This is an ideal 
time for mission in the local area. Are there food 
pantries or other community services in need of 
volunteers? Practice the art of mission in place. 
Keep your groups small so as not to overwhelm the 
ministries you serve.

Leadership Meetings – People may gather in 
groups of less than 10, wearing masks, and practicing 
appropriate social distancing. Larger meetings such as 
Administrative Councils should remain online or over 
the telephone, and Charge Conferences should seek 
guidance from their District Superintendent on how to 
legally and safely conduct their business.

Church Staff – Church staff, pastors, and other 
workers using the church facility are allowed to 
return to work in the church building but working 
conditions must follow Department of Public 
Health approved safety guidance depending upon 
risk level. Remote, at-home, and virtual office 

work is strongly encouraged wherever possible. 
Continue to attend to cleaning and sanitizing 
the office. Pay particular attention to high-touch 
surfaces and cleaning hands after dealing with the 
offering.

• Post signs throughout the building indicat-
ing symptoms and urging people to stay 
home and seek medical attention if they have 
symptoms.

• Maintain a good stock of tissue, soap, hand 
sanitizer and disposable paper towels for dry-
ing hands.

• Clean the building regularly and between user 
groups, paying extra attention to high-touch 
surfaces.

People over 65 years old, those with com-
promised immunity, those with respiratory 
illness or injury, others who are at a higher 
risk of dying from COVID-19, those who 
have tested positive for COVID-19, and those 
who have been exposed to someone who has 
tested positive for COVID-19 in the last 14 
days should continue to remain isolated and 
avoid gatherings of any size until they are 
given the all-clear. This includes church staff, 
volunteers, parishioners, visitors, renters, 
facility users, and guests. Church staff and 
clergy who are at high risk should have a con-
versation with their supervisor, Pastor-Parish 
Relations Committee, or District Superinten-
dent to seek appropriate accommodation.

PHASE 3 CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 8

We have begun conversations with the Illinois Department of Public 
Health to see if it is possible to modify the crowd size from simply a number 
of 50 to a limit of 25 percen of a church's sanctuary's seating capacity. This 
is the same standard that is currently being used for restaurants. This will 
assist our larger IGRC churches in being able to open for larger indoor 
worship gatherings. And they can do that as early as possible if we are able 
to secure that favor with the Public Health Department.

Now next week, I will be hosting a series of online meetings assisted 
by the district superintendents and our great conference staff to give you 
updates on these guidelines as well as to give you updates and reports on 
our upcoming annual conference session. Please sign up for these district 
meetings by going to the IGRC website. 

As always, you're welcome to attend any of these sessions. They are 
designed by district, but if you are not able to go to the one when your 
district is scheduled, feel free to go to any of those. We have scheduled 
these sessions to be approximately one hour and 15 minutes each.

Thank you for your prayers and for your patience and for your 
support. I want to continue to remind us that even though restrictions are 
slowly and gradually being lifted, we are not out of the woods yet. This 
pandemic has not ended and the church is needed now more than ever 
before. Your witness and your love for Jesus is needed. 

Continue to exercise prudence, continue to exercise patience, 
continue to exercise good, healthy and safe boundaries. If you have any 
questions at all about what those boundaries might look like, please see 
our website, contact your district superintendent, or contact my office.

Would you join me in praying my favorite prayer? “Lord, please send 
the gentle wind of your holy spirit. Blow across the embers of our hearts 
and fan us into flames for Jesus once again. We believe you for it and we 
thank you in Jesus' name. Amen.”

Look forward to seeing you all next week.
Bishop Beard

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 9
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Mission Update from Connie Wieck
BY CONNIE WIECK

Yes, I'm still in America.
If you didn't catch the March issue of The Current, I 
am Connie (Cornelia) Wieck, a Marshall native who 
has been with the United Methodist General Board 
of Global Ministries (UMGBGM) for nearly 30 years 
as an English language teacher, a majority of those 
years being in Asia. 
I am a teacher through the Amity Foundation, which 
is our United Methodist partner in China. On Jan. 
9, I returned to America for my Chinese New Year 
holidays. My mother was moving, and I planned to 
spend a month helping her with this venture before 
returning to my college in February to begin a new 
school year.
Those plans suddenly changed as Covid-19 began 
its journey around the world. Our U.S. airlines 
discontinued overseas' travel in late January. I 
planned to itinerate in Illinois, sharing my time in 
China with so many of you, but that, too, ended 
as wise decisions of caution canceled our church 
gatherings. China then blocked entry of non-
essential overseas'  visitors into the country in order 
to contain the virus.  This has me sheltering in place 
with my mom in our small Illinois town. 

NEWS FROM MY CHINESE COLLEGE
Although China now seems to have the situation 
under control, with most schools, businesses and 
in-country travel now resuming, the temporary ban 
on visa holders such as myself is still in place. The 
10,000 students at my school, Luzhou Vocational and 
Technical College in Sichuan Province, were required 
in May to return to the campus to complete 
mandatory summer courses. 
My 250 freshmen English language majors are 
currently being taught by two of my Chinese 
colleagues with my assistance. I've been sending 
short educational videos of my hometown life, 
including practical phrases to use and discussion 
questions. These are being shared in my oral 
conversation lessons. Of course, I would much 
rather be in the classroom with them, but this is the 
best way to continue to stay in touch, complete my 
teaching duties and still feel needed and useful. There 
is talk that the ban might be lifted in August for a 
limited, few weeks. That would allow me to return to 
start up the Fall semester. Please pray for that!

NEWS FROM MY CHINESE CHURCH 
FAMILY
While a majority of China is opening up, large 
gatherings of people are still on hold. This includes 
religious centers (temples, churches and mosques), 
movie theaters, large trade shows and business 
conferences. 
Like in America, Chinese churches have moved to 
online services which most watch on their smart 
phones through a special worship App (A vast 
majority of Chinese have smart phones, including the 
elderly, and all are quite adept at using them). Our 
four pastors at the Luzhou Protestant Church take 
turns giving the Sunday message. Recorded hymns 
and praise songs are included. Scripture readings are 
likewise posted for everyone to follow along. 
It is uncertain when churches will open their doors 
but for now, rest assured that Chinese Christians still 
have the ability to worship virtually and join with 
others to praise the Lord. The Luzhou choir family, of 
which I am a part, is anxious to begin rehearsals and 
once again sing together in the 1913 sanctuary. In 
our choir WeChat group (comparable to Facebook), 
we are given suggestions on how to keep our voices 
in shape at home. I also post the daily English prayer 
for those in our group who want to challenge their 
language abilities. Despite being apart, we can still 
connect in this special way and it is a true Godsend.

CONNECTING WITH ME
As I wait to return to China, 
here are a few ways you might 
consider connecting with me.

• Email, post or call:  Send 
me a note! corneliaw2000@
hotmail.com;  Connie Wieck, 
503 North Michigan, Marshall, 
IL. 62441.  
Tel:  217-826-5161

• Website:  https://www.
connieinchina.org will inform 
you of my activities.

• Newsletter:  If you are not 
on my newsletter list, contact 
me and I will add you.

• Facebook: I have started actively engaging my 
Facebook page, Connie Wieck.

• Zoom Meetings: If you are interested in 
setting up a Zoom meeting and inviting me to 
attend, please let me know.

• Upcoming Webinar: Our Atlanta Ministries 
staff are setting up webinars (group meetings 
online via Zoom) for the missionaries. Our 
supporting church members are invited to 
register to hear a particular missionary and 
enjoy some face-to-face time. My webinar will 
be on June 18, 8-9 a.m. Central time. There 
will be four missionaries in each webinar. After 
introductions, we will go into our virtual meeting 
rooms with our specific sign-in members for 
a 20-minute time together. During that time, 
I will share briefly about my work in China, 
update everyone about the China situation and 
hopefully have time for a few questions.  How 
can you sign up for this?   You must register for 
missionary webinars. If you'd like to visit with me 
on my appointed webinar date, do the following:

 o To register right now, go to:  https://
gbgm.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAsc-
2pqTwpHdES6NV88XqdGZg081GJTycH

 o OR Around June 4th, Go to https://gbgm.
zoom.us, “Meeting Registration.” Fill out the 
form. Under “Who would you like to hear 
more from (for small group assignments)?” 
choose “Connie Wieck” (If you don't see 
my name listed, you are too early. Try a few 
days later)

 o If you have an difficulties, please email 
(corneliaw2000@hotmail.com) or call 
(217-826-5161).  I will help you!

 o Please share with friends, congregation 
members and other churches in your area. 

• Support me through the Advance:  A 
church, groups (Sunday school classes or 
others), and individuals can monetarily support 
me for any amount, no matter how large 
or small, through giving to:  Connie Wieck, 
Advance #10672Z. You can do this through 
our GBGM website, https://umcmission.org. 
under "Give to Mission," the Advance. 

I pray for our global church community, our world, 
country and local leaders, my Chinese college 
and students, my brothers and sisters in Christ at 
the Luzhou Protestant Church and all those who 
struggle in this challenging time of uncertainty and 
upheaval. 
I leave you with my English prayer for today, posted 
for my Chinese Christian family in Luzhou: 
Dear Lord, Speak to me and I will listen. Lead me and 
I will follow. Urge me and I will take action. Your guiding 
hand strengthens me and makes me whole. In your 
name I pray, Amen.

Conference News

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference of The United 
Methodist Church is hosting an online Service of Leave-Taking 
for MacMurray College on Thursday, June 4 at 7 p.m.

Persons wishing to attend the leave taking can 
access the stream at: https://www.facebook.com/
IGRCCollegeStudentMinistries/ 

A leave-taking is a service of farewell usually used when 
a local Methodist church has completed its mission. Closing, 
grieving, and celebrating this historic institution is difficult in 
the best of times.  In an effort to mark this closing, as well as to 
celebrate and remember the mission and ministry of MacMurray 
College, Trustee Beth Fender ‘91 and IGRC Coordinator for 
Higher Education Amy Shreve invite students, staff, faculty, 
alumni, and the community to participate in an online closing 
worship for the leave-taking of MacMurray College and the de-
consecration of the Annie Merner Chapel. 

Music recorded in the chapel by Christine Wallace Smith ‘92 
will be accompanied by pictures of campus, alumni, and worship.  
Video reflections, scripture reading, greetings, and a litany of 
thanksgiving will precede the declaration of de-consecration.  

Participants include Rev. Dr. Beth Gallegly Fender ‘91, Rev. 
Michael W. Fender ’83, Kevin Hinkle ’05, Chris Douglas (head 
football coach), Dr. Mark Hanshaw (Associate General Secretary, 
United Methodist General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry), Dr. Beverly Rodgers (current president), Judah Renfro 
’20, Rev. Dr. Camilla Pierce Hempstead ’84, Hope Marquardt 
’23, William Stanton ’72, John Nicolay ’90, Lucas Secrist ’20, Rev. 
Curt Lindquist (former chaplain ’85-87), Rev. Deborah Blackard 
Talbott ’93, Rev. Nic Showalter (IGRC superintendent assigned 
to the LaMoine River District), and Todd Sweatman (current 
chaplain).

The Illinois Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church established the Illinois Conference Female Academy in 
Jacksonville in 1846. The institution provided "for the intellectual 
and moral education" of women in the interests of government 
and society. 

The Board of Trustees of MacMurray College voted 
unanimously in March to close the 174-year-old institution at the 
end of the spring semester in May 2020.

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference is the regional body 
of The United Methodist Church encompassing 85 counties 
in the southern two-thirds of Illinois. It is comprised of 800 
local congregations with a combined membership of 119,000. 
MacMurray College was one of three United Methodist 
institutions of higher education within its boundaries.

IGRC hosting virtual remembrance 
of MacMurray College

Conference News

How spiritual life leaders at our Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference children and 
family serving agencies carry on minis-
try in this time of physical distancing.

THANK YOU with your Giftsfor Embracing
Churches Making Donations to  
Our Conference, Our Kids in April
[Churches listed in Bold made their first recorded  
contribution to OCOK]
Alma
Assumption
Athens
Barry
Blue Mound
Cantrall
Catlin
Clinton
Cullom
Fairbury First
Forsyth
Glasford

Greenwood
Herscher
Macomb Wesley
Murrayville
New Baden
Normal First
Normal Morningstar
Paris First
Pana
Pekin First
Peoria University
Petersburg

Pontiac First
Quincy Vermont 
Street
Rantoul First
Springfield Jerome
Springfield Laurel
Tremont
Villa Grove
Waltonville
Willow Hill

  Our Conference, Our Kids Advance Special #6960 www.embraceocok.org

District Gifts Received: Kaskaskia River

Deborah Bicknell
Ann Champion
Carol and William Lakota Eastin
Bradley Fausnacht
Homer and Barbara Gurtler
Linda Harrod
John and Pam Kauerauf
Angie Lee
Rebecca Lock
Jim and Sara Lopinski
Jeannie Mitchell
Joseph and Marcia Moulden
Cindy and Doug Rettig
Jeanne’ Sims – in memory of R Paul Sims 

Individuals Known to have  
made Donations in April
[Through their local churches, by mail,  
online (igrc.org or embraceocok.org)

Loving OUR KIDS in the Midst of Pandemic
COVID-19 AND OUR KIDS

CUNNINGHAM
When the pandemic led to restrictions on gathering 

in a large group, Kelligay King Crede, Chaplain at Cun-
ningham, replaced the weekly Chapel service with smaller 
“Faith and Fun” groups for each unit.  

Chaplain Gay has further utilized the large, open Cha-
pel space on cold and rainy days, when the youth can’t use 
outdoor facilities.  Faith-based movies are available for each 
unit to watch on the “big screen” in the chapel.   A large 
parachute is ready for action too encouraging teamwork to 
play games while maintaining physical distancing. 

Chaplain Gay prepares spiritual life groups that have 
games related to the Bible theme of the day, which allow 
the youth to get out some energy before settling down for 
the lesson. The youth have done a Zacchaeus relay, as well 
as being blindfolded, like Paul, and guided by listening to 
the directions of their peers.  On Easter they had an Easter 
egg roll across the Chapel.

During Holy Week the youth were reminded of the 
events that led to Christ’s death and resurrection.  In their 
free time they were able to relive the story using the simple 
objects in their boxes. 

On Earth Day the youth enjoyed an earth day ball toss, 
shouting out the names of animals, plants, trees and coun-
tries of the world.  They also put arrows on a world map to 
mark places where they are concerned about melting ice, 
floods, fires, and lack of enough water and food.

Chaplain Gay provides weekly spiritual reflections for 
the staff including encouraging messages of faith and hope.  
She has regularly found herself having one-on-one phone 
conversations and prayer with staff across the agency.  

Chaplain Gay affirmed: “As people of faith, we are 
always preparing for times like this. We strengthen our 
trust, our hope, and our joy, so that when something like 
COVID-19 hits us, we are able to let our faith shine.  The 
staff and the youth are drawing upon their beliefs and shin-
ing during this time.”

Thanks be to God for Chaplain Gay and for each of 
our spiritual life leaders as they minister undeterred in lov-

ing OUR KIDS…even in the midst of pandemic!  
Your prayers and support are crucial in sustaining 

their efforts in sharing the love of Jesus Christ. 
www.embraceocok.org/donate

THE BABY FOLD
It takes more than a pandemic to stop the ministries 

for children and families in the Illinois Great Rivers Confer-
ence! Each of our agencies is doing their very best to provide 
new, creative, and safe ways to keep OUR KIDS and their 
families moving forward with hope and healing.

Rev. Lori Bulte-
meier, Christian Life 
Coordinator at The 
Baby Fold, is also 
taking care of the staff 
who work on the front 
lines with OUR KIDS 
and families who 
need The Baby Fold’s 
expertise.

What started as 
weekly prayer and 
devotion times on 

each campus has now become regular email “sermonettes” 
offered to the whole Baby Fold leadership team and staff.

Virtual program staff meetings begin with prayer and 
words of encouragement offered through Lori’s thoughtful 
and prayerful leadership. In a time when we are to practice 
physical distancing, God is at work through God’s Word 
taking staff members by the hand spiritually, strengthening 
the bonds between themselves and God.

The story of Jesus walking on the water in the New 
Testament Gospel of Mark, chapter 6, verses 48-51, is just 
one of the many passages that enable staff members to find 
encouragement and spiritual resources beyond their own as 
they care for OUR KIDS. 

“When (Jesus) saw that (the disciples in the boat) were 
straining at the oars against an adverse wind, he came 
towards them early in the morning, walking on the sea. He 
intended to pass them by. But when they saw him walking on 
the sea, they thought it was a ghost and cried out; for they all 
saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them 
and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’ Then he got 
into the boat with them and the wind ceased. And they were 

utterly astounded….”
Clearly, Jesus will use a “storm” to make His way to us, 

even walking on rough waves to show us His love. This is an 
assurance that Lori imparts to the staff, who are then able to 
be like Jesus as they walk into the storm in the lives of OUR 
KIDS and their families to offer support and peace. 

Thanks be to God for these and all the ways in which 
our spiritual life ministries continue undeterred in loving 
OUR KIDS even in the midst of pandemic! 

Your prayers and support are crucial in sustaining their 
efforts in sharing the love of Jesus Christ.

www.embraceocok.org/donate
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2020 ANNUAL CONFERENCE MOVING ONLINE
SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard, all 10 

district superintendents, the extended cabinet and 
the Annual Conference Sessions Committee an-
nounce today that the 2020 Annual Conference will 
be held online on Saturday, Aug. 15.

While a complete agenda is still in develop-
ment, plans are for IGRC clergy to gather for the 
online Clergy Session from 10 a.m. to noon with a 
lunch hour to follow. The full session of the Annual 
Conference will begin at 1 p.m. and be completed 
that afternoon.

Persons who have hotel reservations may want 
to contact their hotel to ensure cancellation of their 
reservation. Some Peoria hotels have already begun 
notifying persons of the cancellation.

The agenda will include only the minimal 
amount of legislative business that is required for 
our Annual Conference to continue operating. 
Bishop Beard, in consultation with the IGRC Board 
of Ministry, will announce plans for ordination and 
commissioning in the near future.

Reports, presentations, and addresses will be 
prepared on video and available for members to re-

view in advance. We will surround our work in wor-
ship and prayer, but we will not have our traditional 
worship services.

To ensure that the online session is legally per-
missible under the provisions of the Illinois General 
Not For Profit Corporation Act (805 ILCS 107.10), 
a ballot will be prepared, asking all lay and clergy 
Annual Conference members to approve a special 
set of standing rules specifically to govern the online 
session. The Sessions and Standing Rules committees 
have collaborated with the Area Office as they seek 
to support the following principles:

• Ensure that every member has an appropriate 
and secure vote

• Provide for efficient and orderly conduct of 
Conference business

• Clearly and simply express the means of mem-
ber participation

• Provide participation options for members who 
do not have reliable internet access
A ballot will be announced and persons will 

have several weeks to complete voting either by mail 
or online during June.

With these new rules applied, the Annual Con-
ference Session will be conducted using a combina-
tion of website streaming video of the session for the 
general public, video conferencing for members, and 
a means of online voting. Small satellite viewing and 
voting centers will be set up throughout the districts 
for those who cannot access the video stream or 
online voting portal.

The announcement follows several meetings, 
including approval of the change of venue. Bishop 
Beard and the Cabinet approved the measure unani-
mously May 19 and the Sessions Committee May 27. 
The process of change is outlined in ¶603.3 in the 
2016 Book of Discipline.

Bishop Beard will also be convening virtual dis-
trict meetings in the next few weeks to allow persons 
to ask questions about process and prepare for the 
online session.

Details will be available in the next few weeks 
along with a new registration web site. Please feel free 
to reach out with questions to Director of Connec-
tional Ministries Curtis Brown at cbrown@igrc.org.

Commission sets dates for postponed General Conference; will explore new uses of technology
NASHVILLE, Tenn. –  The Commission on the 

General Conference announced May 26 new 2021 dates 
for General Conference following the postponement of the 
event due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The quadrennial 
legislative event will take place on Aug. 29 – Sept. 7, 2021, at 
the Minneapolis Convention Center in Minneapolis, Minn. 

"We're grateful that we were able to secure new dates 
while keeping the site of General Conference in Minne-
apolis. Nearly seven years of pre-planning and prepara-
tions by the host team have gone into this event," said 
Kim Simpson, chair of the Commission on the General 
Conference.

The Commission decided to focus on 2021 as it was 
not feasible to schedule any earlier with so much uncer-
tainty over international travel and the spread of COV-
ID-19. Business manager Sara Hotchkiss was authorized 
by the Commission in March to pursue negotiations for 
new dates with the venue and area hotels after the Con-
vention Center canceled May events due to concerns over 
coronavirus.

Hotchkiss said that it was surprising to find an avail-
able time block long enough to accommodate General Con-
ference needs with so much competition for event space 
and lodging with other events shifting their dates as well.

“The hospitality industry has been devastated by 
COVID-19 with staffing levels significantly reduced, 
so negotiating amid the pandemic was a much slower 
process. I am grateful for our partnerships in the industry 
we have built over the years that assisted us in getting our 
foot in the door early enough to find any dates in 2021,” 
said Hotchkiss. “Another challenge was to secure agree-
ments for the number of hotel rooms and room types that 
we needed. Again, many of our partners faced furloughs 
and reduced staff hours.”

In making the announcement, the Commission 
expressed regret that they were not able to accommodate 
a request from a group of young delegates regarding the 
reported dates of the postponed General Conference.  
The group asked the Commission to not schedule meet-

ing dates that would conflict with the start of the academ-
ic year in the U.S. They cited concerns that the timing 
would disproportionately affect young leaders and hinder 
their participation, as well as that of educators who might 
not be able to take off work at that time.

The leadership of the Commission met with the group 
and invited them to address the full Commission, which 
includes young adult members, at their May 16 meeting to 
hear the requests directly and consider their concerns. 

“Including young adults in the General Conference 
is always an important consideration. We affirm that their 
voices need to be heard,” said Simpson. “Unfortunately, 
this request did not come to the Commission until late in 
the process. By that time, the available dates were secured 
and any attempt to change the dates would endanger 
the carrying forward of the deposits to the newly agreed 
upon dates. This is at least a half-million dollars. To move 
the event now would require either finding a new meet-
ing location and host annual conference(s) or pushing 
the event to 2022, both of which would involve cancelling 
contracts and significant penalties.” 

Simpson said the impact would go beyond finances. 
“To meet in 2021, if at all possible, is very important in 
the life of the church. Many things hinge on the dates for 
General Conference. Pushing it to 2022 affects budgets, 
jurisdictional conferences, central conferences, the elec-
tion of bishops, bishops’ retirement dates, terms of office 
of general agency boards and elected denominational 
leadership, and more. After listening carefully and dis-
cussing it thoroughly, we felt we had to proceed with the 
dates we’ve secured.” 

Hotchkiss said “Our partners in the hospitality 
industry moved mountains in good faith with us to help 
us find dates for a postponed General Conference. There 
could be significant repercussions, not just financially, but 
also affecting those who would even be willing to assist us 
into the future if we do not honor our agreements and all 
the work that has gone into this.”

However, the Commission did take steps to address a 

second request contained in a letter from the young adult 
group to consider alternative methods of accommodat-
ing full participation, including utilizing technology to 
enable virtual voting. 

In response to this request, the Commission voted 
to gather a group of creative thinkers, including young 
delegates, to explore the implications of options for ac-
commodating full participation at General Conference, 
including, but not limited to, the possibility of utilizing 
technology and online voting at the General Conference. 
The recommendations of this group will be presented to 
the Commission for consideration.

“We know this would not be a simple task,” said 
Simpson. “We must consider the integrity of the voting 
and credentialing processes, legal ramifications, and the 
global nature of our church.”

The coronavirus pandemic is not the first health crisis 
to affect the timing of a General Conference. According 
to historical documents, the start date of the 1800 General 
Conference was moved up from Oct. 20 to May 6 because 
of the prevalence of yellow fever during the fall – which is 
how the General Conference came to be held in May. 

The topic of General Conference dates was also dis-
cussed at a meeting of the Joint Commission on Unifica-
tion of the Methodist Episcopal Church and the Method-
ist Episcopal Church South in 1920. 

Bishop Richard Cooke said, “The General Confer-
ence has full power to do many things. But it is lacking 
in divine omniscience, and cannot predict the possibility 
of an epidemic … Now, if there should arise any time in 
the providence of God such an epidemic as would render 
the meeting of the General Conference impracticable, the 
Commission would have the right … to fix such other 
time as might be necessary.”

General Conference is the top policy-making body of 
The United Methodist Church. The conference can revise 
church law, as well as adopt resolutions on current moral, 
social, public policy and economic issues. It also approves 
plans and budgets for church-wide programs.

Conference News

UMC bishops announce dates for postponed 2020 Jurisdictional Conferences
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Council of Bishops (COB) 
announced May 26 new dates for the 2020 Jurisdictional 
Conferences in the United States which have been post-
poned due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Jurisdictional Conferences in the United States will be 
held Nov. 10-12, 2021. The days prior to and after can be 
used at the discretion of each Jurisdictional Conference.
In the call letter to Jurisdictional Conferences secretaries and 
heads of delegations, COB President Bishop Cynthia Fierro 

Harvey noted that the dates chosen by the bishops intention-
ally followed the postponed 2020 General Conference, which 
will now take place Aug. 29 – Sept. 7, 2021, at the Minneapo-
lis Convention Center in Minneapolis, Minn.
The bishops have the authority to set dates for the Jurisdic-
tional Conferences as per Division Two - Section II - Article IV 
of The Constitution of The United Methodist Church (¶26 of 
The Book of Discipline, 2016).
As per ¶30 of The Book of Discipline, Central Conferences 

outside the United States will be held within a year following 
the postponed 2020 General Conference that will now be 
held in 2021. 
“The Council of Bishops encourages the entire United Meth-
odist Church to continue in deep, unceasing prayer for the 
Holy Spirit to guide us through these unprecedented times 
of challenges brought by the COVID-19 pandemic. God, who 
has been with us on this journey, will see us through and 
bring us together in praise and worship,” the call letter stated.

Go to www.igrc.org/umrc 
to access the online catalog.

Questions, comments? 
Contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org 

or 217-529-2744
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