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Fishing is easy, that’s 
why anybody can do it!

Catching fish is a lot 
harder than fishing because 
it requires patience, knowl-
edge, skills, adaptability, 
planning, preparedness, 
and, unless you are Jesus, a 
bit of luck. 

I like what Denzel Washington said in a speech to 
students at Dillard University, “Luck is when an op-
portunity comes along and you’re prepared for it.” Just 
a quick side note: Denzel is a preacher’s kid and Dillard 
is a United Methodist School. 

Denzel opened his speech by encouraging the 
students to “put God first.” Jesus’ teaching model was 
to offer nuggets of wisdom and advice and then to 
model how each teaching should be actualized. He 
often turned his disciples loose to practice what he had 
taught. Catching fish is a lot more than simply being 
lucky. It involves being prepared and then listening to 
the Holy Spirit’s promptings for direction and guidance.

Catching is not difficult if we follow the lessons 
that Jesus taught. Jesus calls us to follow him and he 
has promised that we would be successful if we just 
take on his character and nature and emulate his 
behavior.

You have heard me say, “Anybody can fish, I’m 
going catching!” Catching is not difficult if we follow 
the lessons that Jesus taught. Jesus guarantees that if 
we follow his example, we will catch fish.

Here are my top five keys to catching fish. Today I 
will talk a bit more about each one:

1. Fish where the fish are at.
As I travel around the country I am amazed at 

the number of churches, especially United Method-
ist churches, that are in areas that once were thriving 
and alive with people. Folks have become so attached 
to their church buildings that they have failed to keep 
up with the transitions that were taking place around 
them. In some cases, the only thing left in the commu-
nity is the church. Most of those churches are trying to 
catch fish where there are no fish. 

I understand that members want to hold on 
because the place was once a productive “honey hole” 
and they do not want to abandon it. I get it, but it may 
be time to do a reassessment and to find another place 
to invest the resources that are being used to keep the 
doors open in non-productive waters.

One of the potentially positive lessons that we 
might learn during this COVID-19 pandemic is that 
the church is NOT the building.

2. Fish where the fish are biting.
Aunt Thelma could see the fish swimming around, 

but they were not biting. In her frustration, she took out 
her pistol, the one she carried because she was afraid of 
snakes, and started firing into the water shouting, “bite 
dog-gone-it, bite!” 

I’m pretty sure, based on what Willie has told me, 
alcohol had a lot to do with her frustrated response.

Being where the fish are not biting can be frustrat-
ing. The answer, however, is not to take it out on the 
fish. Fish have vulnerable times when they are more 
susceptible to being caught. 

The best thing to do is to go where the fish are 
feeding. Church growth gurus call it, “identifying low 
hanging fruit” that can easily be harvested.

There are churches filled with “Aunt Thelmas” 
(and Uncle Theos). These members become bitter be-
cause they see the fish but have not been able to catch 
them. More often than not these members spend the 
bulk of their time complaining to the SPRC because 
they want the pastor to devote her or his time trying to 
catch inactive fish that have not been biting. 

3. Fish with what the fish like to eat.
I’ve heard fantastic stories of folks that were out 

fishing and decided to try fishing with a piece of hot 
dog or with a leftover marshmallow, and they caught a 
fish. Wonderful! I am delighted whenever folks experi-
ence success, but most fishing success comes when we 
use what the fish like to eat rather than what we like 
to eat. 

Churches are notorious for designing worship 
experiences that provide spiritual food that caters to 
their own culinary preferences. They rationalize that if 
folks will just give it a try, they will come to appreciate 
it. All too often, new fish fail to be attracted by hot dogs 
and marshmallows, because they are sniffing around for 
something familiar that excites their taste buds. 

Every church, no matter the size, needs a healthy 
balance between the bait box and the lunch box. The 
bait box is filled with food for attracting and catching 
fish. The lunch box is for feeding and nurturing folks 
that have been trained how to fish. Successful churches 
incorporate evangelism and discipleship and healthy 
meals are offered to both.  

4. Fish with the right equipment.
People that fish love their 

equipment and are, for the most 
part, proud of it. I’ve had sev-
eral that took offense, or even got 
downright mad at me when I sug-
gested to them that they leave their 
equipment at home when they join me for a trophy 
catfish outing. I understand their frustration. 

The first time I went halibut fishing in Alaska, 
against the captain’s advice, I brought along one of my 
best fishing poles. I never got to use it and it wouldn’t 
have worked if I had used it. We were fishing two hun-
dred feet deep and using line that could catch fish that 
weighed over three hundred pounds. The biggest fish my 
rod could handle was about sixty pounds and it could 
only go down about one hundred and fifty feet. Both my 
rod and my reel were insufficient for the fish we were 
trying to catch.

I believe the biggest hindrance to fishing success 
happens because churches fail to identify the type of 
fish they are trying to catch. There is no way to prop-
erly prepare for fishing success if you do not know 
what you will be fishing for. Jesus taught those early 
disciples how to target specific fish and he equipped 
them for the catch.

It is no accident that the gospel writers tell us that 
Andrew, Peter, James, and John left everything to fol-
low Jesus. Their old equipment, though tried and true, 
was not sufficient for catching souls. 

5. Fish with a willingness to change methodology.
Fish have feeding patterns, cycles of vulnerability, 

and seasonal times when certain methods work best. 
I have used a certain lure with great success in the 
morning that would not catch a fish in the afternoon. 
By being willing to change methodology I’ve been able 
to discover new strategies for successful catching.

Is your church trapped in a methodology para-
dox? The seven last words of a dying church are, “But, 
we have never done that before.” The Holy Spirit is 
constantly trying to assist the church in reaching new 
people with the good news of the gospel by offering us 
new gifts and graces, but we keep trying to use anti-
quated equipment and worn out methodology. 

We are busy fishing while Jesus is inviting us to 
join him and learn to do some catching.

God Bless,
Bishop Beard
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Deaths
John Alan Douglas, 67, a certified 
lay minister in the Spoon River District, 
died March 5 in Bushnell.

John served the Point Pleasant and 
New Philadelphia congregations in the 
Bushnell-Avon-New Philadelphia-Point 
Pleasant charge for 17 years.

For a complete obituary, visit https://
www.martinhollisfh.com/
obituary/john-douglas  where 
condolences may be left for the family.

Retired local 
pastor Patricia 
L. "Pat" 
Gareau, 63, died 
March 2 in Peoria.

She served 11 
years as a licensed local pastor in the 
IGRC, retiring from Chillicothe First in 
2011.

To view a complete obituary, 
visit: https://www.legacy.
com/obituaries/pjstar/

obituary.aspx?n=patricia-
gareau&pid=195583387

Condolences may be sent to her 
husband, Brian Gareau, 11200 
Blackstone Ct., Dunlap, IL  61525-9817.

Ruth Pratt, 95, 
widow of the Rev. 
Erwin J. Pratt, 
died Feb. 29 at her 
home in St. Anne.

The Pratts served 
36 years of active ministry, with Rev. 
Pratt retiring in 1981 from Momence 
UMC. He died June 29, 1996.

For a complete obituary, visit: 
https://www.clancygernon.
com/obituaries/Ruth-Pratt-4/#!/
Obituary  

Condolences may be sent to a daughter, 
Joyce Edwin, 928 88 Lane NW, Coon 
Rapids MN  55433.
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THANK YOU with your Giftsfor Embracing
Churches Making Donations to  
Our Conference, Our Kids in February
[Churches listed in Bold made their first recorded contribution to OCOK]
Alma
Arenzville
Avon
Bartonville
Bellflower
Belleville Union
Blue Mound
Bloomington Park
Canton Wesley
Carbondale First
Catlin
Crossville
DuQuoin
East Alton First
East Moline Christ Multisite

Fisher
Hamilton
Havana First
Highland Hope
Houston
Island Grove
Kansas
Lancaster
LeRoy
Littleton
Mackinaw
Marion Aldersgate
New Baden
Normal First
North Henderson

Oakford
Pana
Paris First
Pekin First
Peoria Bethel
Peoria Northwest
Pontiac First
Rantoul First
Sandoval
Springfield Kumler
Springfield Laurel
Tremont
Ware
Warrensburg
Willow Hill (East Peoria)

  Our Conference, Our Kids Advance Special #6960 www.embraceocok.org

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard 
appoints the following:

David Roderick to Edwardsville Immanuel, 
Mississippi River District, effective July 1.

Sandra Hire to Farmer City-Weedman, 
Iroquois River District, effective July 1.

Joseph J. Richard III to Casey, Embarras River 
District, effective July 1.

Todd Krost to Mattoon First, Embarras River 
District, effective July 1.

Jeremy Harminson to Watson-Zion Hill-
Harvest, Embarras River District, ¾ time, 
effective July 1.

Jeff Morrison to Watson-Zion Hill-Harvest 
associate pastor, Embarras River District, ½ 
time, effective July 1.

John Tennyson to Danville First-Bowman 
Ave., Iroquois River District, effective July 1. 
Nick Jordan to Mascoutah Bethel, Mississippi 
River District, effective July 1.

Alberto Ramirez to Alton Main Street, 

Mississippi River District, effective July 1.

Carol Stufflebeam to Havana-Oakford, 
LaMoine River District, effective July 1.

James Fielder to Urbana Church of the Way 
(new church start), Iroquois River District, 
effective July 1.

Nicole Cox to Willow Hill, Illinois River 
District, effective July 1.

Thomas Goodell to Vandalia First, Kaskaskia 
River District, effective July 1.

Rebecca Williams to Jacksonville Wesley 
Chapel, LaMoine River District, effective July 1.

James Kevin Little to East Peoria First, 
Illinois River District, effective July 1.

Steve Livengood to East St. Louis Trinity, 
Mississippi River District, effective March 1.
Supply not appointed

Emily Little to East Peoria First associate pastor, 
Illinois River District, effective July 1. This is her 
first supply assignment in the IGRC.
Change of status

Rocio Reyes-Williams to Greater Marion 
Area Hispanic-Anglo Faith Community, 

moving from ½ to ¾ time, Cache River District, 
effective July 1.

Phillip Harris, discontinuation of full-time 
local pastor appointment, Mississippi River 
District, effective Feb. 25. He previously served 
at Granite City Trinity UMC.

Justin Dale Iverson, discontinuation 
of appointment, Vermilion River District, 
effective June 30. He is an elder in the Dakotas 
Conference, serving at Bloomington Wesley 
UMC as associate pastor.

Robert McNeely, discontinuation as a 
part-time local pastor appointment, Kaskaskia 
River District, effective March 8. He previously 
served at Xenia UMC, Kaskaskia River District.

Debra Ann Olsson, transfer to the Great 
Plains Conference, effective April 1. She is a 
retired deacon.

Richard Sullins, discontinuation of 
appointment, effective Feb. 29. He previously 
served at Anna First UMC, Cache River District.

Steven Miller, discontinuation of a part-time 
local pastor appointment, effective Feb. 29. He 
previously served at Enterprise-West UMC’s, 
Kaskaskia River District.

Bishop Frank Beard

The difference between fishing and catching

Individuals Known to have  
made Donations in February
[Through their local churches, by mail,  
online (igrc.org or embraceocok.org)

Carol & William Lakota Eastin
Linda Harrod
Lorene King — in memory of Joyce Francis  
Mary Kathryn Pearce
Angie Lee

District Gifts Received:
Illinois River
Iroquois River
Kaskaskia River

Photos courtesy of Midwest Mission Distribution Center
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Midwest Mission Distribution Center distributed 1,000 N-95 masks to 
Sangamon and Menard County fire and rescue members March 25. 

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Bishop Frank J. Beard issued a coronavirus update in which all in-
person worship and gatherings are suspended until further notice. 
The March 28 letter noted that the order will include staying home 
on Easter Sunday.
“Thank you all for the many and varied ideas you are generating as a 
response to the COVID-19 Pandemic. Thank you for the seriousness 
that you continue to give to this deadly disease,’” Bishop Beard wrote. 
“I do want to remind us all to continue to respect the order from our 

federal, state and local health officials.”
The Shelter in Place order permits online worship to be produced 
by a group of 10 or less, provided they are adhering to the 6-foot 
separation outlined by the Centers for Disease Control. 
Bishop Beard has urged pastors to refrain from being in their office or 
using it for "office hours." Picking up books or files in order to work 
for home is permissible but the Governor's order is to stay at home.

"Churros & Chocolate" celebrated 
its one-year birthday of its 
founding Feb. 29. Led by Pastor 
Rocio Reyes W Williams, this 
outstanding vibrant ministry 
is a United Methodist Hispanic 
outreach ministry throughout the 
greater Marion area.

Photo courtesy of Stan Irvin
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Annual Conference going 
paperless in 2020
The Annual Conference Sessions Committee 
is envisioning a paperless Annual Conference 
and will be cutting back on printed copies of 
materials.
Beginning in 2020, all materials will be 
provided online at: www.igrc.org/ac2020 for 
download and for persons who wish to print 
the materials. Persons may also view the Pre-
Conference Workbook, the Supplemental 
legislation and worship bulletins through the 
Sched app which has been used for the past 
two years.
Persons can still request the paper materials 
and can pick up those packets at the 
Conference office when they arrive. In 
order to know how many copies will need 
to be printed, requests for paper copies 
must be received by April 6. This is an 
extension on the March 27 deadline. 
Otherwise, the default position will be 
paperless. Contact Laura Steinway or call 
217-529-2395 if you wish to receive the 
paper packets.

Applications for Energy Audit 
Grant sought
SPRINGFIELD – The Office of 
Connectional Ministries is looking for 
churches of diverse size, location, ethnicity, 
and leadership around IGRC to receive 
Level 2 energy audits.
Care will be taken to include EPA-identified 
Environmental Justice communities.
The churches chosen to receive the audits 
will be expected to establish a Green Team 
and covenant to implement the audit’s 
findings in their church. This will include 
Church Council leadership, an analysis and 
assessment of the audit reports findings, 
and a report back to the team on progress 
made.
To receive an application form or ask 
questions, please contact Christina Krost 
at christina@faithinplace.org. Deadline for 
application is May 1.

In December 2019 the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference received a $50,000 grant from 
the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) for an ongoing program that 
would provide Level 2 Energy Audits for 
congregations in the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference.
This grant application was supervised by 
Curtis Brown, Director of Connectional 
Ministries, and drafted by Christina Krost 
in partnership with Jenny Phillips, Senior 
Technical Advisor for Environmental 
Sustainability at the General Board of Global 
Ministries in Atlanta GA. A Level 2 Energy 
Audit includes an on-site analysis of church 
property, energy-using systems, electric and 
HVAC systems, and history of power usage.
This grant will support churches in moving 
forward with goals of the Resolution for 
Commitment to Creation Care adopted at 

IGRC Annual Conference June 2018 which 
asked churches to conduct energy audits and 
form Green Teams. Green Teams are groups 
of 3-5 individuals who work on creation 
care projects at their churches and educate 
their congregations on why people of faith 
should care about and provide leadership for 
preserving our shared land, air, and water. 

Applicants sought for JAM 
Scholarship
TRENTON – Persons actively involved in a 
music ministry within their church are sought 
as nominees for the JAM Scholarship offered 
by Trenton First UMC.
Deadline to apply is May 15. Award will be 
announced in June. To obtain an application 
for this scholarship, go to the church’s 
website at trentonfumc.com or email the 
church office at office@trentonfumc.com. 
The $500 scholarship in in memory of Justin 
Melzer and his ministry through music and 
to encourage participation in church music 
ministries. Justin is the youngest son of Rev. 
Debbie Melzer Reese (former pastor of 
Trenton FUMC) and Rev. Dr. Ron Melzer. 
Justin played guitar in the Crossroads Praise 
Band. He also played the bass guitar in the 
Wesclin Jazz and Pep bands, alto saxophone 
in the Wesclin High Marching Band as well as 
the church’s Chancel Band. Music was a big 
part of his life. It is the church's prayer and 
intention that this scholarship will cultivate 
and stimulate a future generation of church 
musicians.       
Applicants for this scholarship must be a 
member of a United Methodist Church in 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. Persons 
may either be graduating high school 
seniors, college undergraduates, or students 
attending a tech or trade school with an 
intention to continue to be involved in music 
ministry within a church. 

Mission Volunteer training
Mission Volunteers will be holding a training 
event April 22-25 in the IGRC at Lake 
Williamson Christian Retreat Center in 
Carlinville.
Mission Volunteers are individuals or couples 
(ages 18 and up), who seek long-term 
partnerships with communities around the 
world.
Mission Volunteer opportunities are diverse 
and range from working with refugees, 
children and youth, serving as a teacher, 
pastor, camp director or health care 
professional. The length of service ranges 
from two months to more than two years.
To be a Mission Volunteer, apply online to 
attend an upcoming training where you will 
be prepared for partnership and mission in 
the world.
Read more and register online at: https://
www.umcmission.org//serve-with-us/mission-
volunteers 

Making a Good Move 
workshop
SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard 
with church consultant Doug Andeson will 
be facilitating a workshop entitled Making 
a Good Move for all clergy receiving a 
new appointment in 2020 and a team of 
representatives from the new church/charge.
This two-day event scheduled for April 24-
25, is designed to enhance your ministry and 

to prepare you for a successful transition. 
It will take place at the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Doubletree Hotel in downtown 
Springfield.  
Making a Good Move will take place on April 
24-25, at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Doubletree Hotel in downtown Springfield.
There is no charge for this workshop; 
however, you will need to make your own 
arrangements for lodging. We anticipate that 
the receiving congregation(s) will care for 
the lodging and mileage reimbursements.
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
goodmove 

Early Response Team training, 
recertification
STREATOR – An Early Response Team 
training and recertification classes will be 
held on May 16 at Streator First UMC.
The training is for persons who wish to 
become certified as Early Responders. The 
recertification is for early responders whose 
certification is up for renewal.
Both sessions will be run simultaneous from 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Read more by visiting https://www.igrc.org/
disasterresponse 
Register for ERT training at: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/ERTStreatorFirst200516 
Register for recertification at: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/ERTRecertStreatorFirst20200516 

Bishop’s Open 2020
CHATHAM – The 2020 Bishop’s Open will 
be on Friday, May 22, at the Piper Glen Golf 
Course Club near Chatham. 
Festivities begin at 9 a.m. with a grab n'go 
breakfast followed by a shotgun start at 10 
a.m. Lunch will follow the completion of the 
golf outing at approximately 2:30 p.m. as the 
foursomes complete the course. 
Everyone is eligible for a door prize, but you 
must be present to win. Single registrations 
as well as foursomes can be registered 
online. All proceeds of the outing will be for 
the Our Conference, Our Kids campaign 
to endow spiritual life programs at each 
of the five conference agencies dealing 
with children and youth -- The Baby Fold, 
Chaddock, Cunningham Home, Lessie Bates 
Davis Neighborhood House and Spero 
(formerly the United Methodist Children's 
Home).
Please contact Laura Steinway at lsteinway@
igrc.org or at 217-529-2395 for registration 
questions.
Please contact Ted Frost at tfrost@igrc.org or 
at 217-529-3217 for sponsorship questions.   
Registration deadline is Monday May 18. 
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
bishopsopen2020 

Aldersgate 2020 in Peoria
PEORIA – Aldersgate Renewal Ministries 
has announced that Aldersgate 2020 
Conference will be at the Peoria Civic 
Center July 9-12.
The conference theme is Breaking the 
Chains, taken from Psalms 107:13-14.
There is a 10 percent discount for early 
registration through April 24.
Visit the event website at: https://
aldersgateconference.org/ 

Open Table Theology Institute
EVANSVILLE, Ind. – The Open Table 
Youth Theology Institute is a week-long 
spiritual immersion for rising high school 
sophomores, juniors, and seniors at the 
University of Evansville.
Students will stay in the residence halls on 
campus, live together in community, and dive 
deep into life's big spiritual questions with 
university faculty, clergy, college mentors, and 
new friends.
At the heart of Open Table is the spiritual 
practice of hospitality, defined as making 
room in our story for your story. Open 
Table students will embody the community 
modeled by Jesus where everyone is 
welcome at the table.
As part of the experience, students will 
visit the former utopian communities of 
New Harmony, pray with the brothers at St. 
Meinrad Archabbey, attend Friday prayers 
(Jummah) at the local Islamic Center and 
Sabbath (Shabbat) at the Jewish synagogue. 
The week will be filled with worship, 
theology classes, vocational workshops, a 
movie night, and more.
The capstone of Open Table is the credo 
project; students give voice to their own 
beliefs and share them in writing, visual art, 
song, or dance. Students are sent back to 
their home communities with new eyes and 
open hearts, inspired to make change in 
their worlds.
To learn more, nominate a student, or apply, 
visit: https://www.evansville.edu/opentable/ 

ILCAAAP Alcohol Awareness 
poster contest
SPRINGFIELD – Illinois Churches in 
Action invites all students in grades 6 - 12 
to participate in the 25th Annual Alcohol 
Awareness Poster Contest. Students should 
design artwork around the theme "Alcohol 
is a Drug, Don't Drink Drugs." The actual 
words do not need to be present on the 
poster as long as the art captures the theme.
Top prizes are a HP laptop computer, Galaxy 
tablet, and Fire HD8. Individual school prizes 
will also be awarded. Entries are due by 
April 13. Mail entries to: 1132 W. Jefferson St, 
Springfield, IL 62702. Complete instructions 
and information can be found online at www.
ilcaaap.org  or call ILCAAAP at 866-940-
6871.
An estimated 88,000 people die from 
alcohol-related causes each year, making 
alcohol the third leading preventable cause 
of death in the United States.
Read more at: https://ilcaaap.org/2017-poster-
contest/ 

Camping goes digital, saves 
printing costs
SPRINGFIELD – In an effort to save 
resources and reduce waste, the full camping 
guide is only available digitally this year. 
Individuals can print all or portions of the 
guide to fit their needs. Check out IGRC.org/
camping to see this year’s full camping guide, 
online registration, and all the information 
you’ll need to join us at camp this summer.
 To see highlights of various programs, view 
The Current online at www.igrc.org/current or 
see page 5 of this issue.

Christian ConversationsAnnouncements & Events

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

When Jesus met Corona
BY JOHN ROBERT MCFARLAND

I saw our doctor this 
week—just a regular visit. I knew 
she would question me about 
whether I am being sociable, 
since younger people are scared 

to death that an old person might have a solitary 
moment. 

[“You must stay active or something awful 
will happen, like you might have to sit quietly 
and think!”] So, I tried to forestall this encounter 
by telling Nurse Megan, before even seeing Dr. 
V, that I am not isolated. I really enjoy being an 
anti-social curmudgeon. It is my way of being in 
touch.

Nurse Megan was just walking out the door 
when she said that her husband was sort of like 
me, too. So, I said, “Tell him I didn’t say ‘hello.’”

When (my wife) Helen was in later in the 
week for her own regular visit, Megan told her 
that she and her husband had been laughing 
about that all week. “I think your husband is 
secretly sociable,” she said.

I thought about this as I read the Gospel 

lection for today (March 15), in the midst of 
hearing so much about keeping away from 
others because of the corona virus. John 4:5-42 is 
the story of “the woman at the well.” As I read it, 
I was struck once again by how Jesus consistently 
undermined the practice of social distancing.

His world, and much of our current world, 
was/is very much into “social distancing.” He was 
not supposed to be sociable with a woman, nor 
with a Samaritan. Wasn’t even supposed to talk 
to a Samaritan woman. But he did not socially 
distance himself from her. Indeed, he was quite 
willing to give her “living water,” the same as 
anybody else.

We keep our social distance from people 
who are different – the poor, the handicapped, 
the socially awkward, the sexually different, the 
ethnics, those who cheer for the wrong team – 
be it athletic or political or financial or religious, 
those who worship God on the wrong mountain.

Now we are being told that keeping social 
distance is a good thing. It will prevent the 
spread of disease. But isn’t that what social 
distancing is always about? I am dis-eased when 
I have to deal with people who are different from 

me, so I keep my distance.
But it’s just the touch that’s the problem, 

isn’t it? That’s how we spread germs. Notice in 
this story that Jesus broke down all the social 
distance barriers, but he never touched the 
woman. In the pictures of their encounter, they 
are maintaining the recommended six-foot gap. 
Maintaining physical distancing, while at the 
same time breaking down social distancing.

There are many stories coming out now 
about how people are helping one another—
delivering groceries, feeding children, paying 
for tests—people beyond the pale, people with 
whom they would not normally associate, 
because this corona virus is making us into one 
community, not many.

Social distancing and touching distancing 
are not the same thing. You can be out of touch 
and still be in touch.
(Rev. John Robert McFarland is a retired IGRC 
clergy member. Reprinted with permission from 
the March 15 blog post of Christ in Winter: 
Reflections on Life and Faith for the Years of 
Winter, http://christinwinter.blogspot.com/) 

Practicing our faith to develop our faith
BY JAMES BARNETT
Vermilion River District Superintendent

Please allow me to share with you this 
verse from Hebrews 11:1: “Now faith is 
the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.”

There has always been for me a concept which is a bit 
unsettling -– the concept of “practicing our faith.”
Just as I find it disheartening that I rely on doctors who 
“practice medicine” and lawyers who “practice law” it is 
disconcerting that you and I “practice” our faith.
Would it not be preferable to have a fully functional and 
maximized resource of faith at the point of belief?
Yet it is not so.
Like the father who seeks to have his son set free from 
possession, we often cry out “I believe, help my unbelief.” 
No one wakes up one morning determined to run a full 
marathon that morning and does so exceedingly well.
No, it takes practice to run a marathon, and it takes 
practicing faith to develop faith.
None of us really ever knows the effectiveness of our 
faith until it is tested.
This past fall, I came to the realization that while I en-
tered surgery in the winter of 2019 with a strong faith, 
even encouraging the Bishop to pray for someone who 
really needed it, I, in reality, was very much standing (or 
in this case laying) in the need of prayer.
When I awoke in mid-February of 2019, the storm had 
already passed by and my faith had not really had the 
opportunity to be tested to determine its true strength. 
I’m not complaining; I’m just saying.

Perhaps my time, and yours, is coming near and may 
even be upon us when the true measure of our faith 
will be taken. We stand at the edge of an unknown 
wilderness in which we may wander for who knows 
how long.
Six months ago across our denomination we were 
hand-wringing about what would happen at General 
Conference. Would the contentious debate over whose 
interpretation of scripture would receive denomination 
sanction be finally settled? 
Let’s be real. The struggle was not over the authority 
of scripture but over whose interpretation of scripture 
would prevail.
Arguments over human sexuality were on the verge, 
and may still be, of destroying the Unity of Christ’s 
church as it is expressed in United Methodism. Even 
in the last months, longer for some, plots were afoot 
to figure out whether a church would leave the 
denomination or whether our conference would be a 
Traditional Church or remain in connection with The 
United Methodist Church.
Now we are faced with a pandemic which at the very 
least has rattled the cage of our culture and world and 
at the very worst may be headed to a global population 
reset. We now discover that our most recent distrac-
tions have been but child’s play.
Our World, Our Nation, Our Conference, Our Con-
gregations are now on the verge of being pressed to 
discover whether or not our faith will see us through 
the storm which is quickly approaching.
Should the pandemic exponentially expand, what does 
The United Methodist Church, our pastors, our con-

gregations have at the ready to bring hope, help, and 
comfort to a world which could very easily be faced 
with a weeping as great as that in Ramah.
Perhaps it is time to step up our practicing of our faith, 
preparing our faith, exercising our faith, steeling our faith 
for the days ahead. We must prepare ourselves to be 
comfort in the midst of sorrow, hope in the midst of 
despair, prophets sharing the message of Jesus’ Sermon 
on the Mount, helping people to gain a new perspective 
on what really matters.
We must be prepared to be a voice of calm and reason 
if communities come unglued. We must be advocates of 
peace when violence seems on the verge of outbreak. 
We must be prepared to stand at gravesides with only a 
half dozen mourners. We must be prepared to lead to a 
better, brighter future after the storm passes by.
We must stand by prepared to with God’s help to 
usher in a new era of Shalom. It may be that within 30 
days the pandemic will pass into the archives of history. 
None of us know what lays ahead. 
We as leaders in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
may seem detached from the front lines. In reality, we 
may play a very strategic role in being leaders in this 
test of faith before us.
So, my friends, let us stay in love with God. Let us do no 
harm. Let us do all the good that we can. Let us lean on the 
Everlasting Arms, so that we may have the wisdom, strength, 
compassion, and love to lead in the days before us.
May God grant us the grace so to do.
(Shared with permission of Rev. Jim Barnett, who delivered this 
devotional thought as part of Cabinet worship, March 24).
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High school senior turns 
disappointment into helping others
BY MARY ALICE CUNNINGHAM
Pastor, Maroa UMC

A senior in high school. We all know at least one. 
A teenager that is looking forward to so many “end 
of high school time “events“ - to make memories: 
senior prom, senior trip, choir trip, a musical produc-
tion that has been rehearsed and planned for an 
entire semester – maybe longer, the last time play-
ing on the court or field. 
A senior in high school that those special memories 
aren’t being made because of COVID-19. Instead, 
Caitlyn Daniels, a senior at Maroa-Forsyth High 
School and a member of the Maroa UMC, decided 
to “be the church” and step up and do something 
for someone else.

Caitlyn is making masks for those working in 
healthcare, specifically for the Cancer Care Special-
ists Center in Decatur. Caitlyn is an example of 
what we all can do outside the walls of the church 
building. Caitlyn, who was a cheerleader for both 
football and volleyball and has played in a number 
of other sports, continues to encourage and “cheer” 
on those who are in the middle of caring for others 
and are in need of extra hands.
Caitlyn likes to volunteer at the church and her 
smile is one that we all need right now. I wouldn’t 
have thought about approaching the Cancer Center 
while hospitals and other medical facilities are in the 
forefront. However, her grandmother has spent a lot 
of time at the Cancer Center and it was, I believe, a 

way to pay back for the care that Caitlyn’s grand-
mother received.
We are very thankful for Caitlin's generosity. We 
could all learn a lot from her at “being the church!”

Local Church News

BY CHRIS RITTER, Pastor, Geneseo First UMC

GENESEO  – As a national period of social isolation begins, no one really knows what this 
will truly mean or how long in will last. But we do have a good indication about who will be 
disproportionately affected. The elderly and immune compromised are most vulnerable to the 
disease and also among those who may not have the least access to essential items. There will 
be a gap.
The church I serve is standing up a ministry called Porch Angels to meet the need. We are 
happy to share the following thoughts in an open source way. We are in the early phases with 
fifteen volunteers being prepared to serve. We are far from having all the answers, but here is 
an initial list of questions worth asking:
Who are we serving? Our church family? The entire community?

Our efforts started with our local church and seem to be quickly merging with larger efforts 
in our community to meet the needs of senior adults. We realize it is a huge jump from serv-
ing the church family to serving the entire community. There are people currently without 
transportation who would love a free delivery service. Are we okay with becoming that? 
What will be the criteria for screening the need? Are there geographic boundaries or other 
parameters?
How do we keep from being part of the problem?

It is important to make sure a Porch Angels ministry complies with all COVID-19 protocols 
for social isolation. Will your volunteers stop on the porch and not go into the home? If not, 
how will social distance be maintained? We need to make sure we don’t contribute to the 
problem, especially among our most vulnerable populations. How will we train our people to 
make good decisions?
How do people request help?

In these early days we have many more volunteers than requests. We started by calling our 
ministry the “crisis team” but realized that seniors are often tough, independent people with a 
high bar for what constitutes a crisis. “Porch Angels” is designed to be more user friendly and 
accessible. We are calling the seniors in our church and offering this help. As it expands to the 
community, we will need to let people know what number to call to request help.
How are our volunteers recognized and deployed?

We feel that lanyards or some other identifying feature is necessary for this ministry. The 
volunteers in our ministry are all people in whom we have confidence to handle things wisely 
and with great care. A lanyard is our endorsement of them. Should volunteers share their cell 
phone numbers? (This might prove handy for those “They don’t have it, will this do?” type of 
questions.) Do we want to partner porch angels with specific people or keep a rotation going 
based on who is available?
How will money change hands?

We currently envision two stops on the porch per need. One would be to receive a small 
shopping list and money and the other would be to return the items, receipt, and change. We 
would discourage our volunteers from saying, “Don’t worry about it” to small transactions, 
even though we know we have people who would want to do that. Exact accounting will be 
important to keep the ministry from collapsing under its own weight. If it becomes a “free 
stuff ” service, the effort will not be sustainable.
There may very well be situations where a care recipient does not have adequate cash on 

Faith, Family, & Fun  
BY EPWORTH JOURNEY STAFF AND CAMPERS

I have been involved with Epworth Journey Camp 
for 10 years, which is a little less than half of my life. I 
started going as a camper, took on the responsibility 
of recreational coordinator, and now I’m a counselor 
and dorm mom for other campers that see Epworth as 
a home.

Even in two different roles, camper and counselor, 
Epworth always revives my faith and ignites my spark 
for Jesus. You leave camp wanting others to be in the 
same place in their relationship with God as you are. 
It is a contagious joy that you get from being at camp 
that you can’t help but to share with others. Every day 
we have morning worship with our worship band and 
evangelist, a noon assembly where we learn fun songs 
with a biblical twist, classes with other peers about 
living a Christian life back at home, and an evening 
service where our evangelist connects our lessons and 
digs a little deeper in to the meaning and purpose.

Through my many years of camp, I have grown 
an extensive camp family. We get together and reach 
out to each other more than just one week a year at 
camp. We support each other in everything we do and 
keep each other accountable with our faith when we 
get home. Birthdays, weddings, funerals – no matter 
the situation you can always count on these people to 
be by your side to laugh, cry, and care for you. These 
relationships last a lifetime and are truly special. Every 
camper leaves changed for the better knowing that they 
have a Christian companion to reach out to when they 
get back home. It’s someone that will always have their 
back and cheer for them through their successes, even 
if they live in another town or go to a different school. 

Camp is my favorite place to be, and I have 

developed never-ending memories there. We have fun 
singing and dancing, praising our Lord to songs that 
will be stuck in your head for the rest of the day and 
some that you will hear on the radio when you get back 
home. We do every activity under the sun throughout 
each day – water balloon fights, sand volleyball, lip 
sync battles, minute-to-win-it, ziplining, kayaking. 
These are just a few things we get to do on a daily basis. 
We have four hours of recreation time where the kids 
have a choice to participate in organized activities and 
sports, crafts, fishing, and time at the lake. At the end 
of the day we have what we call an afterglow, which is 
a camp activity for everyone to take part in. Recreation 
and afterglow truly allow the campers to share their 
personal hobbies with their new friends and to try new 
things that they have never had the opportunity to do. 

My life would be completely different without 
Epworth camp. It holds such a special place in my 
heart. I cannot imagine what my faith would be like 
without church camp. Epworth Journey has been with 
me throughout my entire life journey and journey with 
God. Without the confidence and courage to talk about 
my faith with others that I gained during church camp, 
I would never have sought out a church in college or 
felt comfortable in getting involved with Christian 
organizations. So, whether you’re a parent or a camper, 
consider changing a life by spending one short week 
at a Christian paradise surrounded by people who are 
there for the exact same reasons as you: to make friends 
that become family, to have the time of your life, and 
grow a relationship with Jesus Christ our Savior and 
Lord. We hope and pray to see you at Epworth Journey 
Camp this summer!

PLUG IN AND STAY CONNECTED
Stay Connected! 

Find us on Facebook and Instagram
facebook.com/littlegrassycamp | @littlegrassycamp | 
littlegrassy@igrc.org | 618-457-6030

Beulah: Find us on Facebook
Beulah Youth Institute/Beulah Holiness Camp | 
www.beulahholinesscamp.org | bharris@igrc.org
217-529-3007

Epworth:  Find us on Facebook
Epworth Journey Church Camp | bharris@igrc.org 
217-529-3007

Find us on Facebook, Instagram, and Spotify. 
facebook.com/eastbaycamp | @eastbaycamp | 
EastBayCamp | eastbay@igrc.org | 309-365-7531

NEW WEBSITE! Our new website is the place to go for 
information about ALL camps, helpful info for parents, 
sample schedules, and registration. Check it out at 
igrcamps.com

3 MORE IN 2020
In 2020, we are asking churches to send 3 More 
campers than they sent to camp last summer. 
Experiences had at camp transforms lives, churches, 
and communities. The impact of camp on the lives of 
young people resonates well beyond our camp sites 
and much longer than a week away in the woods. 
Data collected during summer camp reveals that 1 in 
3 campers had a first-time experience with Christ and 
95% of our campers had significant faith experiences 
in 2019. Imagine the impact that 3 More campers from 
each church could have this summer!

Ideas for Reaching 3 More:

 ■ Have a camp promo on Sunday or during another 
regular event at church to highlight and promote 
IGRC Summer Programs. Camp Staff and 
volunteers are available to help assist with this.

 ■ Use social media to connect your families with 
the IGRC Camping website and to encourage 
registering for camp.

 ■ Provide partial or full scholarships to families in 
your church or community that are interested in 
attending camp.

 ■ Use summer camp invitations as a church 
outreach and to build new relationships within 
your community. Camp is regularly a pathway 
to building bridges with new families and young 
people that might otherwise not connect to church.

 ■ Don’t have any children or youth in your church? 
This is an incredible opportunity to invite children 
and youth from your community and support 
them. You could also partner with a church that 
has families in need of financial support to send 
their children and youth to camp. 

Reach more young people for Christ and extend your 
ministry this summer by sending 3 More in 2020!

Check out some of the Epworth Journey camps 
happening this summer at Camp Durley near 
Greenville, IL!  

Fledgling Camp: Have a blast this summer 
at Fledgling Camp! A three-day camp for our 
younger campers with plenty of fun with a Christ-
centered group - zipping through the trees on a 
zipline, swimming/boating on the lake, worship-
ing in the tabernacle, learning archery, playing in 
the large game room, and interacting together to 
simulate the Persecuted Church. 

Generations Camp: This weekend is designed 
for young people of all ages to enjoy time and 
structured fun with parents, grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, adult cousins, etc. You will have the joy of 
meeting others while having time to grow closer 
to GOD with family! 

Junior/Senior Camp: 2020 will be an exciting year 
with dynamic new speakers, exciting new activities 
and a beautiful location with breathtaking views 
overlooking the lake. Harvest Ministry Team will be 
there to provide us with music and worship. Activi-
ties at Durley Camp include zip-lining, swimming, 
canoeing, kayaking, paddle boats, campfires, 
volleyball, basketball, 9-square, 4-square, gaga pit 
and much more. 

Fishing for Families: Through this new camping 
program, youth, ages 8 – 15, and their family (one 
youth and one family member) will spend a week-
end at the Durley Camp, near Greenville, learning 
about fish, cooking, making your own lures, hear-
ing Jesus’ words about fishing, and enjoying the 
outdoors. 

For more information on these camps and all of 
our IGRC Summer Camps visit igrcamps.com.

SHINING A LIGHT ON  
EPWORTH JOURNEY PROGRAMS

Connecting Campers, Nature, and Christ

 Camping and Retreat Ministries Spotlight

Geneseo First launches 
Porch Angels ministry

PORCH ANGELS CONTINUED ON  PAGE 9

Pastor extends  
outreach to 
neighborhood  
while running
BY ANDY BLACK
Associate pastor, Belleville St. Matthew UMC

BELLEVILLE  – During the COVID-19 pandemic, I’ve been out 
running through my local neighborhood here to pray with and for 
our residents every morning. Every day, I post a running route to our 
Neighborhood Watch Facebook page inviting all residents along that route 
who want prayer to either flag me down or tie a colored ribbon to their 
mailbox. Due to social distancing, this is something I must do from the 
street, never coming into close proximity to them.

Most of my routes average out to about 7 miles each day. In those 7 
miles, more than 1,000 residents are prayed for daily. What do I pray for? 
I pray for God’s grace to touch them, for seeds of faith to be planted, for 
families to draw closer together in the midst of an outbreak. The truth is, I 
don’t really know what each of these people need...but God does.

This ministry was intended to bless others, but on March 24, a couple 
of our “younger” residents placed a sign on their mailbox that read, “Hello 
Pastor Andy,” and waved to me from the window. It was a huge personal 
blessing as they gave me the encouragement to complete what was a very 
challenging and largely uphill route this morning.

All of that to say...I’m grateful for the neighbors around me. For a church 
in St. Matthew that supports me. And a God who uses people to provide the 
encouragement I need right when I need it. God is good!

Also, if you’re a runner (or you just have a lot of energy) and you have a 
forum in which to communicate with people in your ministry context, this 
is easy to replicate. I know we have a few pastors in this conference who have 
a passion for running...it’s an easy way to gear your passion toward ministry 
and get some exercise in, too.
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LOCATION POSITIVE  
CASES DEATHS

Illinois 5057 73

Chicago 2198 16

Adams 2 0

Alexander 0 0

Bond 1 0

Boone 0 0

Brown 0 0

Bureau 1 0

Calhoun 0 0

Carroll 1 0

Cass 0 0

Champaign 23 0

Christian 12 0

Clark 1 0

Clay 0 0

Clinton 6 0

Coles 0 0

Cook 1529 28

Crawford 1 0

Cumberland 1 0

De Witt 0 0

DeKalb 8 0

Douglas 1 0

DuPage 320 8

Edgar 0 0

Edwards 0 0

Effingham 0 0

Fayette 1 0

Ford 0 0

Franklin 1 0

Fulton 0 0

Gallatin 0 0

Greene 0 0

Grundy 3 0

Hamilton 0 0

Hancock 0 0

Hardin 0 0

Henderson 0 0

Henry 2 0

Iroquois 2 0

Jackson 3 0

Jasper 0 0

Jefferson 0 0

Jersey 0 0

Jo Daviess 1 0

Johnson 0 0

Kane 113 6

Kankakee 33 0

Kendall 18 2

Knox 1 0

Lake 343 1

LaSalle 5 1

Lawrence 0 0

Lee 0 0

Livingston 2 0

Logan 0 0

Macon 2 0

Macoupin 0 0

Madison 13 0

Marion 2 0

Marshall 1 0

Mason 0 0

Massac 0 0

McDonough 0 0

McHenry 52 2

McLean 17 1

Menard 1 0

Mercer 0 0

Monroe 3 0

Montgomery 1 0

Morgan 4 0

Moultrie 0 0

Ogle 0 0

Peoria 8 0

Perry 0 0

Piatt 0 0

Pike 0 0

Pope 0 0

Pulaski 0 0

Putnam 0 0

Randolph 2 0

Coronavirus Update

Midwest Mission responds to COVID-19
Midwest Mission Distribution Center distributed 1,000 
N-95 masks to Sangamon and Menard County fire and 
rescue members March 25.  
Midwest Mission had a supply of these masks on hand 
for when they respond to floods and tornados around 
the Midwest. Many of these masks have been donated by 
members of United Methodist Churches in Illinois.
“We know flooding is right around the corner but we 
have people in crisis now and our goal is to get the sup-

plies to people to need in a disaster as soon as possible 
in Christ's name,” said Executive Director Chantel Corrie. 
Midwest Mission has also given masks to the Sangamon 
County Sherriff ’s Department, Chatham Police Depart-
ment and St. John’s ER. The police departments only had 
one mask per officer and some had none.
The fire departments had few to no masks at all so 
MMDC is providing enough for each first responder to 
have two.  

“Thank you so much for your donation -- these make us 
feel much more at ease as we send our people out on 
calls,” said Philip Schumer, Chatham Fire Chief.  MABAS 
(Mutual Aid Box Alarm System) is a way of pre-planning 
resources for an incident instead of thinking of where to 
get your resources when the incident occurs. The entire 
organization statewide provides aid division to division. 
They also provide aid to state and federal incidents as well.

Coronavirus Update

Helping children during the COVID-19 crisis
BY JIM PATTERSON 

BELLEVILLE (UMNews)  – It’s important to address 
the anxiety of children over the coronavirus, church 
leaders agree. Small children miss personal contact with 
their friends, while some teenagers wonder about more 
existential issues.

“Multiple of the youth have brought up about, ‘Is 
this the end of days?’” said Matt Vollmar, contemporary 
worship coordinator and youth minister at Belleville Saint 
Matthew UMC. “I didn’t assume this was where they would 
go. … So we clearly need to talk about it.”

Vollmar said he tells the teens to read about the signs 
of the end times in Luke 21 in the Bible.

He additionally advises them to “work on your 
relationship with God so if God comes back tomorrow, 
you’re ready to go. But work for him as if he’s coming back 
in a thousand years. So there’s still work to be done.”

Younger children also have a lot of anxiety around 
COVID-19, said the Rev. Kathy Pittenger, children’s 

initiative coordinator for the Michigan Conference.
“For elementary-age school kids (it’s important 

to) explain what’s happening and why social distancing 
is important, because that’s a hard thing for kids to 
understand,” Pittenger said.

She said it’s also essential for kids to have some kind of 
a schedule.

“It can be a flexible schedule, but something that kids 
know is coming every day. Exercise is also important, whether 
that be outside if they are able to, or inside their house.”

Parents should also limit the news that children hear 
or watch on television and avoid making promises about 
when the crisis will end, Pittenger said.

“As adults, we can get stuck on having the news on 24-
7,” she said. “Not only can that be anxiety producing for us 
as adults, but it can be very stressful for children.”

Pittenger is curating a webpage for the Michigan 
Conference to help parents through the crisis.

“There are so many resources that people are feeling 
overwhelmed and paralyzed,” she said. “So I’m putting 
together some vetted resources that people can trust and 
can use.”

One way churches are keeping in touch with children 
is by posting videos of pastors or youth leaders reading 
books on Facebook and YouTube.

St. Paul & St. Andrew UMC in New York City posted 
a video of the Rev. Lea Matthews, associate pastor, reading 
“Wemberly Worried” by Kevin Henkes. Saint Matthew United 
Methodist Church in Belleville, Illinois, posted Lindsay 
Vollmar, director of children's ministries and the wife of Matt 
Vollmar, reading “Hooray! It’s a Duck Day!” by Jennifer Maze 
Brown. Lindsay Vollmar is joined by “Little Mattie,” a “Sesame 
Street”-like puppet voiced by Matt Vollmar.

“Wemberly Worried” is about keeping worrying in 
check, while “Hooray! It’s a Duck Day!” speaks to the 
boredom of not being able to leave the house.

“I had a little girl from our children’s ministry that 
called, and she just wanted to check to make sure I was OK 

because they didn’t get to come to church,” Lindsay Vollmar 
said. “And so we just started thinking about how we can 
connect with the kids and the youth in the ministry.”

Normally, Lindsay Vollmar reads a story to 
preschoolers before their Sunday school class starts. “So I 
thought (reading a story) would be normal to them,” she 
said. “They could see my face.”

They plan to post two stories a week while the crisis 
continues.

Parents can help college students deal with the impact 
of COVID-19, too, especially those who were forced to 
clear out of their campuses on short notice.

“My daughter (Eloise) had a very sudden change in 
plans for her academic year,” said the Rev. Christine Hides, 
a United Methodist deacon and director of Christian 
education at Kenilworth Union Church in Kenilworth, 
Ill. “Letting her be sad and disappointed and upset about 
the unexpected change in plans, I think, has been most 
important.”

Eloise had less than 12 hours to pack and find storage 
for her belongings before flying home to Illinois from 
California, where she is a student at Cal Poly in San Luis 
Obispo. Since she’s been home, Christine Hides has tried to 
“focus on the positive, that we are safe and we’re together. 
There are unexpected gifts in this new reality that we’re 
living in.”

At the church, Hides is thinking ahead to things she 
had never considered before, such as a drive-in Easter 
service or facilitating children seeing their friends through 
video conferencing.

“Even if we could drive (children) to a parking lot and be 
with each other with the windows up, maybe that’s the kind of 
thing that we’ll need,” she said.

“I think that this is a marathon, not a sprint. As 
the weeks drag on, I think the financial implications for 
families will be greater, and I think that the social isolation 
will be even harder to take,” Hides said.

(Patterson is a UM News reporter in Nashville, Tenn.) 

TRACKING THE 
COR   NAVIRUS 
Illinois Map of  COVID-19 positive cases*

Photos courtesy of Midwest Mission Distribution Center

Conference Center closed
SPRINGFIELD – In accordance with the Gover-
nor's Executive Order indicating Shelter in Place 
provisions beginning March 21 through April 7, the 
Conference Center is closed until further notice.
Conference staff are working from home and re-
sponding to emails. Email addresses can be found on 
the Conference Staff page.
The United Media Resource Center is also closed 
during this time. Resources cannot be sent out during this time, but 
you can reach Jill Stone by email at umrc@igrc.org.

Webinars resource local churches, leaders
SPRINGFIELD – A list of webinars related to ministry issues during 
the Coronavirus pandemic can be found on the IGRC website. Several 
webinars have been held and recorded while several are upcoming.
Check out this section of the IGRC website regularly as many items 
are added daily.
Visit the Coronavirus section of the IGRC website at: www.igrc.org/
coronavirus 
Visit the webinar page at: www.igrc.org/webinars 

Matching micro-grants offered  
for online worship costs
Within the course of a few days, churches have moved from the 
consideration of offering online worship someday to making plans to 
do so now.
Knowing that most churches have not budgeted for this, IGRC Con-
gregational Development has announced matching microgrants of up 
to $500 to help churches as they incur the additional costs of equip-
ment and licensing to make this possible. 
The brief grant application can be downloaded at: https://files.
constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/f95ae789-d642-41d9-9e17-
bdac4dde255e.pdf 
If you have questions, contact Mike Crawford at mcrawford@igrc.org 

Financial tips while closed down
Mailed-in donations and staffing restrictions due to Social Distancing 
are creating financial risks to churches that have not re-evaluated their 
Internal Financial Controls. Dr. Norma Quinn, Vice President of Hori-
zons and former Treasurer of the Oklahoma Annual Conference, has 
created a FREE resource full of innovative ideas to help you:

• Maintain dual control of donations during social distancing
• Utilize a checklist approach to craft your process adaptation
• Avoid common pitfalls by offering helpful tips and insights

It's vital to maintain the integrity of your internal financial controls pro-
cess all the time—but especially during this season of reduced onsite 
staffing and new ways churches are receiving donations. To download 
the free guide, visit: https://horizons.net/giving365  You will be invited 
to sign in or sign up for free access to the Giving365 Resource Library. 
Click on the folder titled Leading Through Coronavirus Outbreak and 
Social Distancing and choose Maintaining Internal Financial Controls 
During Social Distancing.

Preachers' Aid Society information
SPRINGFIELD – After consultation with the local health department, 
Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund is suspending all gatherings 
until further notice due to the COVID-19 virus. 
Please know we are receiving a lot of phone calls, which is understand-
able, and we will return calls as soon as we can. Cell phone numbers 
are listed below if you need to reach any of the PASBF staff.
All staff of PASBF are encouraged to stay healthy. A staff member may 
not be able to make visits in hospitals, nursing facilities, in homes or 
at funerals due to the possibility of infection. Please know we can be 
reached by phone, and we join with you on this uncertain journey. Our 
phone numbers are below:
Keith Anderson – 217-725-6904
Ed Weston – 618-806-6819
Carol Sims – 217-899-2880
Sharon Monroe – 309-377-2032
Floyd and Bobbi Blackard – 217-825-7303
Bob Edwards – 618-954-0524
Cindy Jones (Florida) – 239-771-3027
Do not hesitate to reach out to PASBF if you have any questions or 
concerns.

Richland 0 0

Rock Island 8 0

Saline 1 0

Sangamon 12 1

Schuyler 0 0

Scott 0 0

Shelby 0 0

St. Clair 36 1

Stark 0 0

Stephenson 3 0

Suburban Cook 0 0

Tazewell 4 0

Union 0 0

Vermilion 0 0

Wabash 0 0

Warren 0 0

Washington 1 0

Wayne 0 0

White 0 0

Whiteside 4 0

Will 224 6

Williamson 1 0

Winnebago 13 0

Woodford 3 0

Photo courtesy of Lindsay Vollmar

Lindsay Vollmar, Lil Mattie and Matt Vollmar prepare for another 
Story Time visit with children 

*AS OF PRESS TIME ON 3/31/20

For up-to-date tracking of Illinois counties go to:   
                https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/county-map
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BY PAUL BLACK

CINCINNATI, Ohio  – The Rev. Dr. Todd Anderson, 
current District Superintendent for the Ohio River Valley 
District, has announced his candidacy for the episcopacy.

Anderson became the sixth candidate to declare 
as the North Central Jurisdiction will meet July 15-18 
in Fort Wayne, Ind., to elect a single bishop to replace 
two retiring bishops – Bishop Bruce Ough, leader of the 
Minnesota and Dakotas conferences and Bishop Sally 
Dyck, current leader of the Northern Illinois Conference. 
Due to declining membership, the number of episcopal 
areas will be reduced from nine to eight.

Anderson, who is completing his fourth year on the 
West Ohio Cabinet, has the spiritual and administrative 
oversight for 121 congregations as well as numerous 
mission sites and miniistries.

“Todd’s gifts and skills are well suited to the ministry 
of superintending,” said Bishop Gregory V. Palmer when 
appointing him to the Cabinet in 2016. ”He brings 
'strength to strength' and joins a team of superintendents 
who are deeply committed to strategically and creatively 

pursuing the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world.”

An inspirational and relational preacher and 
congregational leader, Anderson spent 25 years in the 
local church in the West Ohio Conference prior to his 
current appointment, serving as Senior Pastor at Hilliard 
UMC; associate pastor at Linworth UMC; associate pastor 
at Columbus Trinity UMC; and Defiance St. Paul UMC 
and Church of the Master in Westerville. 

“I am passionate about worship, strategic planning 
and aligning vision and mission so that what we say and 
what we do are the same,“ said Todd. “I love working 
with people and believe that building caring relationships 
with others is vital for developing a stronger relationship 
with Jesus.”

He has served as a strategic leader on multiple 
conference and district boards including the Board 
of Ordained Ministry, Council on Finance and 
Administration, Conference Board of Pension and 
Health Benefits, Conference Relations and as Conference 
Refugee Coordinator. For the district, he served on 

multiple Committees on 
Ordained Ministry, on Higher 
Education and Campus Ministry 
and was Dean of the School of 
Christian Mission.

After earning a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Sociology with 
a minor in Religion from Union 
College, Anderson received a 
Master of Divinity from Candler School of Theology in 
1991 and his Doctor of Ministry from United Theological 
Seminary in 1997. From 2005-2007 he held a Cousins 
Fellowship at Emory University which included study in 
the Holy Land. He was ordained an Elder in the W est 
Ohio Conference in 1993.

Anderson is married to Patti, an insurance 
underwriter, and they love to garden, golf and are avid 
sports fans. They travel extensively with friends.

More information on Rev. Dr. Todd Anderson may 
be found on the NCJ website at: https://www.ncjumc.
org/rev-dr-todd-douglas-anderson/ 
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Church leaders postpone 
General Conference
BY HEATHER HAHN

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. 
(UMNews) – With the coronavirus 

disrupting lives worldwide, General Conference organizers 
determined they have no choice but to postpone The 
United Methodist Church's top legislative assembly. 

The Minneapolis Convention Center – scheduled 
to host the 2020 General Conference – announced it is 
now canceling gatherings of 50 or more people through 
May 10. The shutdown covers the first five days of the 
denomination’s 10-day meeting, which was set to draw 862 
delegates, 66 bishops and others from four continents.

"This news is not unexpected based on the current 
guidance from health officials and we expect to move 
forward with new plans as quickly as possible,” Kim 
Simpson said in a statement. She is the chair of the 
Commission on the General Conference that plans the big 
meeting.

The commission's executive committee, which 
met by teleconference March 18, decided the venue's 
announcement meant that General Conference could 
no longer go forward May 5-15 as planned. However, 
commission members do not yet know how quickly they 
can announce new dates.

The convention center said it made its decision based 
on guidance from the Minnesota Department of Health “to 
protect the public’s health and slow the rate of transmission 
of COVID-19.”

“Each week, we will seek guidance from MDH on 
changes to this policy or in the end date,” the convention 
center added.

Before the convention center’s decision, the full 
Commission on the General Conference had scheduled 
a teleconference March 21 to consider a possible delay. 
Following the March 21 meeting, the Commission said the 
General Conference session would be sometime in 2021 
with priority be given to remaining in Minneapolis.

The Council of Bishops executive committee requested 
postponement March 13 in response to the life-threatening 
virus and increasing travel restrictions that might prevent 
nearly half of the delegates from reaching the U.S. About 
43% of General Conference delegates come from Africa, 

Europe or the Philippines.
Bishop Bruce R. Ough, who leads the Minnesota and 

Dakotas conferences, is a member of the bishops' executive 
committee and also has urged churches in his area to 
suspend in-person worship. 

"I believe the safety of the delegates and the fairness of 
the conference’s legislative processes are paramount," Ough 
said.

"The Dakotas-Minnesota Area has worked very 
hard to extend extraordinary hospitality to the General 
Conference delegates and guests. If the Conference is 
postponed, there would, of course, be disappointment. 
However, this disappointment would not dampen the area’s 
openness to working with the Commission on the General 
Conference to reschedule the event in Minneapolis."

As of March 18, the virus had infected more than 
200,000 people in at least 144 countries. More than 8,000 
people have died of the disease. All 50 states in the U.S., 
including Minnesota, have coronavirus cases.

“The health and safety of participants, as well as their 
families and communities, is a primary concern. This 
includes our concern for the Minneapolis area,” General 
Conference organizers said in a joint email to UM News. 
The leaders include Simpson, the Rev. Gary Graves, 
General Conference secretary, and Sara Hotchkiss, business 
manager.

“We also want to do all that is within our power to 
ensure that all delegates are fully able to participate in the 
many important decisions we are currently facing as a 
church,” they said.

Under The United Methodist Church's constitution, 
General Conference is to meet every four years "at 
such time and in such place" as determined by General 
Conference itself or "by its duly authorized committees." 
The General Conference commission, which is elected at 
General Conference, is that duly authorized committee. 
Only the full commission is able to set a new date or decide 
on an alternate plan. 

The convention center's announcement means that 
the church will not incur significant financial penalties for 
cancellation of the contract. 

General Conference is not like a typical church 
meeting or worship service, some of which already have 

moved online because of the virus.
The 10-day international legislative meeting resembles 

a session of the U.S. Congress with elements of a United 
Nations general assembly.

Multiple interpreters work with hundreds of delegates 
throughout the gathering to translate proceedings. During 
the first week of General Conference, delegates meet 
simultaneously in different legislative committees — 14 
were planned for this year. The delegates then come 
together to vote in plenary during the second week. All 
votes are by secret ballot, using secure voting devices of 
limited range. Many delegates come from countries where 
internet connections are unreliable, if available at all.

The logistics of General Conference involve obtaining 
hundreds of visas and reserving hotel rooms, flights and 
the venue needed for more than 1,000 people.

For this year’s gathering, the General Conference 
commission also was adding stricter requirements for 
credentialing after an investigation found four ineligible 
people cast votes during the 2019 special General 
Conference using credentials of absent delegates.

General Conference organizers and the bishops 
acknowledge the legislative assembly scheduled this year 
comes at a particularly sensitive time for the church. United 
Methodists have submitted multiple proposals to resolve 
the denomination’s longtime debate over homosexuality by 
splitting the denomination.

General Conference also faces other critical decisions 
such as setting the denomination’s four-year budget and 
electing numerous leaders including the members of the 
Judicial Council, the denomination’s top court.

“We will be moving forward responsibly and that 
includes a number of complex matters that must be 
planned for,” General Conference organizers told UM 
News.

(Heather Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United 
Methodist News)

In GC2020 delay, leaders see needed pause
BY HEATHER HAHN AND SAM HODGES

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. (UMNews) – With COVID-19 
upending General Conference plans, proposals to split the 
denomination are on hold.
However, the work of the church goes on – perhaps 
needed more than ever. 

That’s the assessment of a number of church leaders 
following the announcement that public health concerns 
require  postponement of the denomination’s top lawmak-
ing assembly that was scheduled for May. New dates are 
still to be determined.
“I hope the delegates can use this time to completely 
forget about General Conference for a while, to be honest. 
That is certainly my plan!” said the Rev. Andy Bryan, Mis-
souri Conference delegate and lead pastor of Manchester 
United Methodist Church in Missouri.
“I hope we use this time to do ministry, share the love of 
God and continue to be the church that God is calling us 
to be,” he added.
Bryan and other delegates who spoke with UM News 
agreed the postponement was necessary, given the global 
health emergency and related travel restrictions. However, 
they also spoke of the need to prayerfully use this slow-
down in church decision-making.
“The postponement of the General Conference for me is 
one of disappointment and blessing,” said the Rev. George 
K. Weagba, a veteran General Conference delegate and 
vice president at the United Methodist University of 
Liberia.
The disappointment, he said, is that it likely delays decisions 
about staying or leaving the denomination, and he worries 

that could lead to paralysis of ministry. 
Yet, he also sees the possibility that God has something 
better in mind for the people called Methodist.
“Let us remember,” he said, “it is in our crisis time that the 
‘still voice’ of the Lord speaks to our troubled hearts and if 
we listen, it saves us.”
The Rev. Kennetha Bigham-Tsai, a Michigan Conference 
delegate, shared a similar sentiment. She found it instruc-
tive that the upcoming General Conference takes its 
theme from Psalm 46, which describes God as a refuge 
when the world falls apart.
“We’re told at the end of the psalm, ‘Be still and know 
that I am God,’” she said. “That is what I hope delegates 
would do.”
For much of this year, United Methodist leaders have been 
preparing for possible church separation to resolve the de-
nomination’s intensifying dispute over same-sex marriage 
and LGBTQ ordination. In the past three weeks, three 
different groups of United Methodists have met to discuss 
plans for what a separate future might look like.
Now church leaders across the theological spectrum see 
more immediate concerns, and the spread of COVID-19 
puts large gatherings out of the question.

GC2020 DELAY CONTINUED ON  PAGE 10

Photo by Dan Anderson, courtesy of Meet Minneapolis  
and the Minneapolis Convention Center 

The Minneapolis Convention Center – scheduled to host the 2020 
General Conference – announced it is now canceling gatherings of 
50 or more people through May 10. The decision comes as General 
Conference organizers already were considering postponement.

UM News File photo by Paul Jeffrey
A delegate handles prayer beads during prayer at the 2016 United 
Methodist General Conference in Portland, Ore. With the coronavirus 
delaying the 2020 General Conference, church leaders hope United 
Methodists can experience more time to pray and be the church. 

hand but has money in the bank. What is the protocol for 
this? Will our volunteers visit the bank with a check? What 
are the risks in this? How can we protect our volunteers as 
well as the people they serve?

How will medication pick-ups be handled?
We called around to pharmacies and found a variety of 
policies about people picking up medications for someone 
else. We found some pharmacies in our community will 
deliver. Others have pay options on file that are connected 
to each patient. Prescriptions are, by definition, controlled 
substances. We need to think through various scenarios that 
might surface.

What are the boundaries?
Will there be limits on how often someone can request 
help? Are there limits to the number of items that a Porch 
Angel will pick up at one time? Is there a limit to the 
number of stops one person will be asked to make per 
request? Is there a limit to the amount of miles a volunteer 
will be asked to drive? Is there a limit to the dollar amount 
involved? Should there be a release of liability form or an 
intake process for those using the service?

Will our church efforts be overtly faith-based?
Are we offering prayer to those to whom we are serving? 
Are there printed resources about our church or ministry 

that we give to them? If we are cooperating with govern-
ment efforts, are there guidelines about this?

More?
You have heard of “Porch Pirates” that take from people. 
It is nice to think about an army of Porch Angels giving to 
others during this time of national crisis. We realize that 
more questions will surface as we move forward. There 
is an element of faith involved with launching something 
new. Unexpected issues will arise. The only way to avoid 
problems is to do nothing. But I think this is a moment for 
the church to be the church. We have decided to spread 
our wings and see what we can do.

PORCH ANGELS CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 4

Weatherall becomes fifth candidate for the episcopacy
BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – Rev. Sylvester Weatherall admits 
that he didn't see a second run for the episcopacy in 2020 
as a possibility.

If past experience is an indicator, Weatherall – who 
was the IGRC-endorsed candidate for the episcopacy in 
2016 – would be looked to for a possible run in 2020. In 

fact, one of the four announced 
candidates in the field ran in 
2016.

But Weatherall was ready to 
complete his time as a conference 
superintendent and settle back 
into the local church. On Jan. 1, 
he was appointed as directing 
pastor of Normal Calvary UMC. 

Something still was nagging 
at him though.

“After must wrestling with my soul and much 
prayer, (wife) Aletha and I will respond to the call to the 
Episcopacy,” Weatherall shared with the IGRC delegation 
last week. “Please keep us both in prayer. I look forward 
to sharing more about my call with our delegation.” 

Weatherall becomes the fifth announced candidate for 
bishop. Delegates from the North Central Jurisdictional 
Conference will meet July 15-18 in Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Although two bishops – Bruce Ough and Sally Dyck – 
have announced their retirements, the NCJ Committee 
on Episcopacy and the NCJ College of Bishops are 
jointly recommending that only one bishop be elected 

as shrinking membership will mean the jurisdiction will 
shrink from nine to eight episcopal areas beginning in the 
2020-24 quadrennium.

The other four candidates that have announced 
are IGRC Director of Connectional Ministries, the Rev. 
Dr. Curtis Brown; Connectional Table executive, the 
Rev. Kennetha Bigham-Tsai, endorsed by the Michigan 
Conference; the Rev. Aleze Fulbright, endorsed by the 
Indiana Conference; and the Rev. Dan Schwerin, endorsed 
by the Wisconsin Conference.

Weatherall's nomination paperwork was filed with 
NCJ Secretary Paul White and is available on the North 
Central Jurisdiction website at: https://www.ncjumc.org/
rev-sylvester-weatherall/ 

Weatherall, who served five years as Spoon River 
District Superintendent and 2 1/2 years as Sangamon River 
District Superintendent, recalled that there was “a learning 
curve” when becoming superintendent. 

“The learning curve of the office of District 
Superintendent was steep,” he said. “But my colleagues 
have been great teachers and examples that have enabled 
me to meet the challenges of the office. I am sure the same 
is true of the episcopacy.”

Bishop Gregory V. Palmer of the West Ohio 
Conference and former bishop of the Illinois Area, noted 
Weatherall’s gifts in 2012 when he appointed him to the 
Cabinet.

“He is a strong preacher and has the heart of an 
evangelist,” Palmer said. “In every community where he 
has served, he has a track record of missional engagement. 

He is a compassionate pastor and a 
committed lifelong learner.”

Born in St. Louis, Mo., Weatherall 
graduated from East St. Louis High 
School, McKendree College and Eden 
Theological Seminary, graduating with 
a Master of Divinity degree in 1991. A 
probationary member in the former 
Southern Illinois Conference in 1990, Weatherall was 
ordained into full membership in 1993.

 He began serving the East St. Louis Metro Ministry, 
which later became Washington Park Grace UMC in 
1989 and was there for 13 years before being appointed 
to the Springfield East Side Mission Parish, serving a 
predominantly white congregation at Kumler and a 
predominantly African-American congregation at Grace 
UMC, beginning in 2002.

Weatherall was the first-elected clergy delegate for the 
2016 General Conference and was a General Conference 
delegate in 2012, a General Conference alternate in 2008 
and a jurisdictional conference delegate in 2004, 2008, 
2012 and 2016. He serves as the first clergy jurisdictional 
alternate in 2020.

He is a two-time winner of the Denman Evangelism 
Award, having been honored by both the former 
Southern Illinois Conference and the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference. He is a former chair of the Conference 
Commission on Religion & Race and former chair of the 
Sangamon River District Committee on Ministry.

Anderson becomes sixth NCJ episcopal candidate

th
e

 curre
n

t  |  APRIL 202098

th
e

 curre
n

t  |  APRIL 2020

https://www.ncjumc.org/rev-dr-todd-douglas-anderson/
https://www.ncjumc.org/rev-dr-todd-douglas-anderson/
https://www.ncjumc.org/rev-sylvester-weatherall/
https://www.ncjumc.org/rev-sylvester-weatherall/


Conference NewsConference News

Photo courtesy of Little Grassy Camp 

Little Grassy Camp Site Manager Cassie Leitzen talks about wildlife in one of the Virtual Camp 
experiences offered by IGRC Camping during the Corona virus outbreak. Camp staff at both 
Little Grassy and East Bay have provided regular virtual experiences to stay connected with 
children, youth and their parents during this Shelter in Place time in Illinois.

Conference staff set virtual office hours
BY CURTIS BROWN
IGRC Director of Connectional Ministries

SPRINGFIELD – As we are shifting patterns of resource 
delivery, the program staff of the Illinois Great Rivers Con-
ference is available to help you. We continue to monitor 
our regular email and telephone calls, but we also want to 
make available virtual office hours when you can contact 
us directly. Some of us have drop-in video conferences, 
where you can just follow the link and join in a virtual 
meeting online. Please, feel free reach out if we can help 
you in any way.

Curtis Brown – Wednesdays 2-3 p.m.
Director of Connectional Ministries
Contact by joining video conference room:  
https://call.lifesizecloud.com/1246816 
Contact by email: cbrown@igrc.org 
Curtis can answer questions and provide help in a wide 
variety of areas, from congregational growth, worship, 
pastoral care, missions, leadership, United Methodist polity, 
and Pre-Columbian Native American History. He’s a good 
resource for help when you don’t know who else to ask.

Mike Crawford – Mondays 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Coordinator of Congregational Development
Contact by joining video conference room:  
https://call.lifesizecloud.com/1313988 
Contact by email: mcrawford@igrc.org 
Mike can help with all kinds of congregational develop-
ment and leadership development. Contact him for 
specific questions on strategic planning, brainstorming 
alternative strategies, serving from your strengths, and 
church ministry systems.

Beth Fender – Thursdays 2-3 p.m.
Coordinator of Discipleship and New Streams
Contact by email: bfender@igrc.org 
Contact by joining Zoom video conference room:  
https://zoom.us/j/936636575 or 312-626-6799,  
Meeting ID: 936 636 575
Beth can provide assistance in a variety of areas, including 
discipleship, Christian education, children’s ministry, spiritual 
formation, spiritual disciplines, small groups (including how 
to facilitate small group interaction online), liturgical and 
sacramental practice, accessibility/ministry with people 
with disabilities, Safe Sanctuaries and mandated reporters, 

prison ministry, and more. When she does not have an im-
mediate answer, she can likely work with you to discover a 
solution or point you to helpful resources.
Curt Franklin – Wednesdays 10-11 a.m.
Associate Coordinator of Camping and Youth Ministries
Contact by phone: 217-494-0417
Contact by email: cfranklin@igrc.org

Contact Curt for questions on youth ministry, wor-
ship, missions and outreach, and technology use in local 
churches. Curt is also a great person to talk with on a lot 
of issues, so feel free to contact him.

Patric Newton – Tuesdays 9-10 a.m.
Coordinator of Camping, Retreat, and Youth Ministries
Contact by joining video conference room:  
https://call.lifesizecloud.com/1249002
Contact by email: pnewton@igrc.org 
Contact by cell phone: 901-800-7603
Patric is available to answer questions you may have 
about camping and retreat ministries. He is also available 
to resource your questions about reaching young people, 
creating new programs, or general consulting about 
innovative ideas and strategies that you are consider-
ing in your context. He’s available to bounce ideas off of, 
provide thoughtful responses, and help connect you to the 
resources or individuals that can best support you. Also, if 
you need tips on a good book or a good board game he’s 
got you covered.

Amy Shreve – Tuesdays 2-3 p.m.
Coordinator of Higher Education, Campus,  
and Youth Adult Ministry
Contact by: Amy’s Office Hours:  
https://call.lifesizecloud.com/1249679 
Contact by: Email: ashreve@igrc.org 
Join me for virtual office hours to ask questions or brain-
storm ideas. I have particular interest and experience in 
ministry with children and young adults, as well as fundrais-
ing and program implementation. I’m also available as a re-
source to familiarize yourself with video conferencing and 
prepare video meetings that work. Zoom and Lifesize are 
platforms I use regularly, but I will download and experi-
ment with additional platforms if needed.

Golden Cross 
Sunday May 10
Do you have a broken heart? We hope so… because 
a broken heart is open to love and be loved. When 
you hear of a child who is scared, a senior who is 
lonely, a family in crisis, does your heart ache? 

Your Golden Cross ministries across our conference 
are following their broken hearts into the mission 
field every day.

We are the church beyond the doors.

There is an opportunity to put your compassion 
into action through the Golden Cross offering. The 
ministries who make up Golden Cross offer heal-
ing – of mind, body, and spirit in Jesus’ name. Your 
one generous gift will be divided by the ministries 
and will be used well to reach those who are hurting 
right here, right now in our conference.

To find out more, request a speaker, or see resources 
you can use in worship, check out our Golden Cross 
ministries at: www.igrc.org/goldencross.

REGISTER AT: 
http://www.igrc.org/bishopsopen2020

O P E N

2 0 2 0

B I S H O P ’S

SAVE THE DATE!
FORE OUR KIDS

May 22nd

BY PAUL BLACK

JACKSONVILLE – The Board of Trustees 
of MacMurray College announced March 27 it 
will close at the end of the spring semester in 
May 2020, ending a 174-year history in higher 
education.

Charles O’Connell, chair of the Board of 
Trustees, said the Board voted unanimously to 
close after extensive analysis and consideration, 
reaching the conclusion that the school “had no 
viable financial path forward,” with declining 
enrollments, rising competitive costs and a small 
endowment. He noted that alumni had been 
generous in a recent fundraising drive, but that it 

was not sufficient to reverse trends.
The Board thanked MacMurray College 

President Dr. Beverly Rodgers for her leadership 
since being appointed to the job in 2019.

“Our students remain our top priority," 
Dr. Rodgers said. "Faculty and staff have gone 
the extra mile in transferring all our classes to 
online and remote learning formats — practically 
overnight." She said that MacMurray has signed 
transfer agreements for its current students with 
seven area colleges. "We will assist all students in 
their transfer needs, helping them ensure they 
are able to complete their degrees. We will also 
support our faculty and staff in their transitions to 
other positions.”

The coronavirus pandemic and resulting 
economic disruption were recent factors that 
complicated MacMurray's financial condition, but 
they are not the principal reasons for the Board's 
decision to close, according to O'Connell.

The college currently has 527 full-time students 
and 101 faculty and staff. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, students already have moved off campus 
and are taking classes online. The college has not 
decided whether or not to hold its commencement 
ceremony as scheduled on May 9.

Students not eligible for graduation in May 
will be referred to a partner institution to complete 
their degree. The college has negotiated transfer 
agreements for its students at Blackburn College, 
Eureka College, Greenville University, Illinois 
College, McKendree University, Millikin University 

and Monmouth College.
The college was founded in 1846 by Methodist 

clergy as the Illinois Conference Female Academy. 
It is one of the oldest colleges originally for women 
in the United States and one of the oldest liberal 
arts colleges in Illinois.

The name was changed in 1899 to Illinois 
Woman’s College. In 1913, the college was granted 
accreditation. The name was changed again in 1930 
to MacMurray College for Women.

Foreseeing the coming baby boom, the 
college’s board of trustees established MacMurray 
College for Men in 1955. The men’s and women’s 
colleges merged in 1969.

O’Connell said the pandemic and subsequent 
economic disruption were factors that complicated 
the college’s recent financial position but were not 
the main reasons for the closure.

The status of the college’s 60-acre campus, 
located on the east side of Jacksonville, was 
not immediately clear. The archive collection 
of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference of The 
United Methodist Church is located on campus 
at Pfeiffer Library. Conference officials will be 
exploring potential sites to relocate the collection 
in the near future.

MacMurray alumni include two-time Tony 
Award winner Christine Ebersole; former baseball 
major leaguers Mark Clark and Bill Sampen; 
Pulitzer Award-winning journalist Raymond 
Bonner; singer Judy Collins; former NFL kicker 
Olindo Mare and actor Rick Hall.

MacMurray College to close at the end of Spring 2020 term

New mandated reporter 
requirements affects churches
BY BETH FENDER

SPRINGFIELD – As of January 1, 2020, there are new State of Illinois requirements for 
anyone who cares for children in either a paid or volunteer role in schools, medical facili-
ties, and in churches. The Illinois Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act has been ex-
panded to identify more roles (i.e.: volunteer childcare workers in a church) as Mandated 
Reporters with new training requirements. 
This requirement is separate from the IGRC Safe Sanctuaries training and expecta-
tions; churches are still strongly urged to have and follow Safe Sanctuaries policies and 
procedures, including background checks.  In addition, the State of Illinois now requires 
all people who care for children to complete a free DCFS training you can find here: 
https://mr.dcfstraining.org. Please note that the State of Illinois defines “children” as “any-
one under the age of 18” – so volunteers with youth must also complete this training.

• Clergy, as mandated reporters, now must report all suspected child abuse and 
neglect, not just sexual abuse.  

• For appointed clergy and laity assigned as ministerial leaders to local congregations, 
the DCFS training must be completed in addition to the mandatory Ethics/Boundar-
ies Training required by the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.

• Clergy and all staff and volunteers working with children in your church must com-
plete the free online training from DCFS within 3 months of beginning their work 
with children. There is NO EXCEPTION for those who serve infrequently or at the 
last minute.

• Clergy and all staff and volunteers working with children in your church must retrain 
every three years after their initial DCFS training.

• All mandated reporters are responsible for maintaining their own training records; 
not IGRC or the church at which they work or volunteer.

•  All mandated reporters must report suspected abuse or neglect if they have “rea-
sonable cause.” This includes abuse or neglect by a parent, another immediate family 
member, any person (i.e.: renter) residing in the child's home, or any person who is 
responsible for a child's welfare (i.e.: babysitter).

• Failure to comply with mandatory State of Illinois reporting requirements is a misde-
meanor for the first offense and a Class 4 Felony for subsequent offenses.

Wait no longer! 
1. Go here: https://mr.dcfstraining.org
2. The training is 60-90 minutes of interactive, self-paced study.
3. Print the certificate of completion and keep it for your files.
4. DONE! 

As of March 20, Johns Hopkins University – which is tracking cases – reported that the 
coronavirus had infected more than 246,000 people and killed more than 10,000 world-
wide. The United States has more than 14,000 cases, with a death toll topping 200.
With the virus imperiling lives and the quarantines putting people out of work, 
Bigham-Tsai said, the church has a crucial role to play.
Bigham-Tsai is also the top executive of the Connectional Table that coordinates the 
ministries of general church agencies. She noted the denomination has long commit-
ted to advancing global health and ministering with people in economic distress.
“This is precisely the time when the vibrant witness of our Christ-centered and 
mission-focused connectional church is most urgently needed and vitally important,” 
she and leaders of the denomination’s 13 general agencies said in a statement.
In many parts of the global church, people are under lockdown. The Rev. Lilibeth Bala-
gan, the delegation head for the Northeast Philippines Conference, said even visits to 
the market in her area require permission from authorities.
She supports the strong measures as well as the General Conference postponement. 
But she called on the church to “help the most vulnerable.”
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, who is the incoming Council of Bishops president, said 
the pause in church proceedings can help with priorities.
“This is a time to care for one another even at a distance,” said Harvey, who also 
leads the Louisiana Conference. “Neighboring has never been more important.”
Harvey is among the Council of Bishops executive committee that on March 13 asked 
General Conference organizers to postpone the international legislative meeting.
There is no question that the postponement creates even more uncertainty.
Bishop Kenneth Carter, Council of Bishops president and leader of the Florida Con-
ference, said the denomination continues to face a time in the wilderness.
“The wilderness is a time when things are stripped back to their basics,” he said. “The 
rabbis called it the school of the soul, and I think it’s a time when the church redis-
covers what we are.”
In facing the unknown, church members can take comfort that Jesus already has 
spent his own soul-testing time in the wilderness — a time that the novelist Jim 
Crace called “Quarantine.”
Bryan, the Missouri Conference delegate, sees the potential in this time of social 
distance that church members will rediscover what binds them together.
“I pray that this pandemic helps us to realize that our theological differences are not 
as significant as they may have seemed,” he said. “Maybe we will figure out after this 
that we really are all one in Christ Jesus, like Scripture tells us we are.”
(Hahn and Hodges are writers for United Methodist News. )
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Go to www.igrc.org/umrc 
to access the online catalog.

Questions, comments? 
Contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org 

or 217-529-2744

UMRC
UNITED MEDIA 
RESOURCE CENTER

DVDs:
#102025    Bedbug Bible Gang: Easter Party!
#105015    Easter Promise / The Witness
#105026    Easter Storykeepers
#108065    Holy Moly Easter Story Collection
#110054    Jesus Storybook Bible: Volume 4
#119137    Story of Lent: Speed Sketch Bible Stories

Books:
#911007    24 Hours that Changed the World for Older 
 Children – seven sessions for ages 9 - 12
#814215    Easter-Rific! – activities for Palm Sunday 
 through Jesus' Ascension
#817299    Messy Easter – plans for  
 3 intergenerational events  
 – Lent, Holy Week, Easter
#805224    Peanut Butter, Paper,  
 and Paste – includes 
 activities Lent, Easter,  
 and Pentecost
#806047    Sharing the Easter Faith  
 with Children

ANNUAL CONFERENCE STILL ON, 
FINAL DECISION TO BE MADE SOON
BY PAUL BLACK

PEORIA – The 2020 Annual 
Conference, slated for June 4-6 in Peoria is 
still scheduled with a final decision expected 
in the next few weeks.

Members of the Sessions Committee 
have been examining alternate dates later in 
2020 but no firm decision has been made. 
The actual setting of Annual Conference 
dates is the responsibility of the Bishop and 
Cabinet.

Due to the Shelter in Place provisions 
issued by Gov. J.B. Pritzker, the Conference 
Center is closed. A March 27 deadline for 
notifying the Conference of one’s desire to 
receive paper materials has been extended to 
April 6.

Annual Conference registration, which 
normally opens April 1, has been pushed 
back to April 13.

On March 13, the Sessions Committee 
issued the following statement which 
remains in effect:

“The Illinois Great Rivers Annual 
Conference Sessions Committee is closely 
monitoring the public health developments 
in our state. At this time, we are not 
planning to postpone or reschedule the 2020 
Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference 

Session to be held June 4-6 in Peoria.
“The current Illinois state-wide 

prohibition on gathering groups larger 
than 1000 people is set to expire on May 
1, but we know that conditions and public 
health recommendations may change before 
that time. We will continue to monitor 
the situation in order to make timely 
recommendations to Bishop Beard about 
any possible changes to scheduling our 
Annual Conference Session.

“If there are particular lay Local Church 
Conference Members who are concerned 
about the possible risks COVID-19 due to 
higher risk of respiratory illness, age, or 
underlying medical condition and if their 
local church has not yet done so, then they 
may want to begin to make plans to have 
their local church elect an Alternate Local 
Church Conference Member who could be 
seated in their absence. 

“If you are a Clergy Member of any 
kind, Lay Equalization Member, or Lay At-
Large Member, The Book of Discipline has no 
provisions for naming an alternate member 
to your position. With this in mind, the 
Annual Conference Sessions Committee is 
committed to the safety, health, and comfort 
of every one of our members.”

Easter resources for use with children available to 
borrow from the UMRC!
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!

BY MIKE POTTS
IGRC Director of Administrative Services and Conference Treasurer

SPRINGFIELD – We Are Here to Serve.
Our Conference Staff is striving to help our local churches in this difficult 
time. I am concerned about the financial health of the church. Having served 
as an executive pastor, I understand the financial implications of not having 
an in-person worshipping body. Online giving can help the local church in 
financial giving.
Online Giving Option
Not all our churches are setup for online giving. There is plenty of informa-
tion on how to setup online giving, but that can take time. Then the idea 
came, what if we used the IGRC online giving for the local church?
Using the IGRC Giving Platform   
The IGRC already has online giving setup, but since we have not done this 
before for the local church, we need to set some parameters:

• Please tell us if your church is going to utilize this program.  There is a 
bit of a lag time from when the donor makes the gift to when it gets 
paid to our PayPal account. It then takes another day or so for it to get 
to our bank account.

• We will send the previous week's gifts the following week. The remit-
tance will be sent to your church by check from the IGRC.  We will 
need to know the address to send the check to if it is different than the 
church address.

• There is a service fee for using PayPal, the fee for each transaction will 
be deducted from the donation to the church.

• All donation giving statements will be the responsibility of the recipient 
church.

The link to the IGRC Online Giving Platform is:  
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/OnlineOffering 
There will be other details that we cannot think of at this point, but we’re 
glad to work through them. If you think this would be useful to you and 
need more information, please email me at mpotts@IGRC.org or call 217-
417-0802.

IGRC launches online offering 
plate for local churches

IGRC embarks into new territories of ministry

Give Birth 
to a Movement.

BY MIKE CRAWFORD
IGRC Coordinator of Congregational Development

In the past couple weeks, dozens of 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference churches 
went from 0 to 60 (that is minutes of 
online worship) faster than they ever 
expected.

Some had given it a passing thought. 
Some had even decided it was important 
someday. Still others had already taken 
steps to do it sooner rather than later. Then 
overnight the size of public gatherings 
was limited to no more than 10 people, 
followed within days by “shelter in place” 
guidelines.

IGRC churches of all sizes have taken 
bold new steps to continue to proclaim 
the good news in the midst of social 
distancing. Pastors of all ages have found 
themselves preaching to a cell phone 
instead of a live congregation. Pastors 
and laity have been creative, resilient, and 
resourceful.

When the 2019 Annual Conference 
adopted the Reach 1,000 goals which 

called for IGRC churches to build the 
capacity to reach 1,000 new people per 
year through new faith communities, 
we had no idea that so many online 
communities would be launched in one 
day! On March 22, one pastor reported 
that one person contacted him to say 
they accepted Christ for the first time and 
several others said they recommitted their 
lives to Christ. 

In the coming weeks, I would like to 
hear from EVERY church which has begun 
to offer some form of online worship on 
or after March 22 (even if it is only the 
sermon). He invites those churches to send 
him an email at mcrawford@igrc.org. He 
hopes to hear life-changing stories, best 
practices learned, and challenges faced 
(and hopefully overcome). He would also 
like to know how this has stirred your 
passion to reach more people for Jesus 
Christ.

Keep up the good work, IGRC! 
Continue to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world! 

"Churros & Chocolate" celebrated its one-year birthday of its founding Feb. 29.  
Led by Pastor Rocio Reyes W Williams, this outstanding vibrant ministry is a United 
Methodist Hispanic outreach ministry throughout the greater Marion area.
Rocio has been faithfully and passionately leading this new ministry as it shares God's 
love with Latino families, and particularly a large number of children. Rocio and her 
husband, Russell Williams, through God's Spirit, are doing a fantastic job in growing 
this spiritual and exciting ministry! 
"Churros & Chocolate" is one of the two Hispanic ministries in the Cache River District. 
The other is Jesus es el Senor UMC in Cobden.

Photo courtesy of Stan Irvin
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When you retire, feel secure  
under our umbrella of  protection.

Preachers' Aid Society and Benefit Fund's sole mission is to care for the retired 
clergy, spouses, and surviving spouses from the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. We 
accomplish this mission through several different ministries:

• $1.5 million to purchase Medicare Supplement Plan
• Assistance in Researching Medicare Part D Plans
• $500 Thousand Medicare Part D Benefit
• Clergy Assistance Program for Retirees and Spouses
• Virgin Pulse Health Care Miles for the Retirees/Spouses
• Fellowship Groups, Fall Banquets, Seminars, Pastoral Care
• Presence at Funerals and Presentation of Grave Markers 
• Hearing Aid and Dental Loan Programs
• Financial and Estate Planning
• Advocates for Retirees and Spouses

PASBF also helps active clergy plan for retirement. Ministries for active clergy 
include:

• Pre-Retirement Seminar
• Pulpit Supply
• Consecration Sunday Leadership

• Fundraising Education
• Financial Planning Education
• Financial and Estate Planning

Our organization is very unique to our denomination 
and one of the greatest perks of IGRC!

www.pasbf.org 217-529-3221
Serving those who have served us.

Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund 

We’ve got you covered!


