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NEWS From The Episcopal Office

Christian conferencing 
begins with each one of us

(Editor’s note: Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton has invited Rev. Dr. Terry Harter, superintendent of the Sangamon 
River District and one of the deans of the Cabinet to write this month’s column for The Current) 

We have just concluded our annual 
pilgrimage to Peoria to participate in what 
we in the Wesleyan tradition call the fifth 
instituted means of grace:  the Christian 
Conference.  In one of its current forms, it is 

known as an Annual Conference. 
“Christian Conference” was the all-encompassing term 

Wesley used to describe any form of corporate life, including 
that which occurred in the United Societies and the larger 
church. He urged Christians to gather together to confer 
about inward and outward holiness. 

Due to the malaise of the churches in his day, Wes-
ley saw the need for places where people could gather for 
nurture, study, encouragement, stewardship, witness, and 
service.  

Apparently, in eighteenth-century England, infrequent 
participation in worship was not producing people devoted 
to a life of holiness. (Might the same can be said for the early 
21st century?)  For Wesley, then, Christian Conferencing 
was one of the means to recover what was missing, with the 
aim of returning people to the church to be agents of trans-
formation, as disciples of Jesus.

Well, that’s the theory.  Our Annual Conference surely 
needs to gather for nurture, study, encouragement, steward-
ship, witness, and service. So how did we do this year?  If 
you attended, what were your expectations?  What shaped 
your attitude toward Annual Conference? What guided your 
participation? And what might we learn in preparation for 
the upcoming 2016 General Conference? 

I am no longer surprised by all the cultural baggage we 
drag to our annual conference. We gather as a large crowd, 
and I think we are conditioned in that by our experience of 
the sporting event. For heaven’s sake, we meet right next to 
a hockey/basketball arena, and Conference is almost always 
held in the post-season of both the NHL and NBA playoffs 
and finals, so there is a similar spirit of the crowd assembled 
for another game, with various sides keeping score. We can’t 
help but choose sides, wear our colors, declare for winners, 
and hope not to be losers. 

When I served the Champaign First congregation and 
held season tickets to the Fighting Illini for 10 years, I often 
fantasized that our worship services (attended by mostly 
the same people who were at the games on Saturday) would 
“just once” rise to the level of passionate devotion expressed 
by those folks sitting in the stands and cheering, year after 

year, for mediocre to poor football. On those weekends, 
there was much more passion for the Chief than for Jesus. 

Now that I have that out of my system, let me say that 
our cultural conditioning by sporting events does not make 
it easy for us to set the stage for Christian Conferencing.  At 
this point, a word of gratitude is in order: to those who labor 
all year to plan and carry out our conference. 

Somehow, by late on Wednesday night, we have experi-
enced the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in worship 
and communion, and this continues with Morning Manna, 
the recognition of retirees, our memorial service and the lit-
urgy of ordination. We may arrive with a sporting mindset, 
but the game has been called on account of prayer.

Another cultural paradigm we live in is the political. 
We are already awash in the 2016 presidential campaign, 
God help us. The vitriol is flowing (it never ceases to flow) 
poisoning almost every topic, every human need, every civic 
activity, and, of course, every institution. If any dynamic of 
human relations other than politics stands in greater need 
of redemption, I don’t know what it is. Our over 239-years-
long national political discourse (actually, “discourse” is far 
too kind and generous of a word to describe the verbal free-
for-all that pretends to be statesmanship) is, at turns, either 
embarrassingly vicious or inarticulately stupid.  We probably 
need to fast from political activity for a decade or so.

You possibly have already surmised that which is to be 
my point: The cultural paradigm of politics is a suffocating 
nursery for Christian Conferencing.  We are called to stand 
facing against its tempest with nothing other a broken loaf 
and a cup. In so doing, we discover that we need to learn 
how: to listen to the other, to attend to the other, to empa-
thize with the other, to care for the other. These are not small 
things. They are directly contrary to most political practice 
in the world today. They are at the heart of Christian Con-
ferencing which begins with listening and attending to the 
Word of God.

It’s just about a year until our next Annual Conference, 
and 11 months until General Conference. As a United Meth-
odist, what can you do to stand over against the cultural 
challenges to either one being what Wesley envisioned as a 
“Christian Conference?”  Integrity starts with each one of us.

Your brother in Christ,
Terry Harter
Sangamon River District Superintendent

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, 
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton appoints the following:

Melly Momo  to Marshall Emmanuel-Zion UMC, Embarras River District, 
effective July 1.

Walter Miller to Westfield UMC, Embarras River District, effective July 1. This 
is also a charge realignment as Westfield is now on its own charge. 

Lisa Wiedman to Pleasant Grove UMC, Iroquois River District, effective July 1. 
This is in addition to her appointment at Gifford UMC. 

Louella Pence to Shiloh, Iroquois River District, effective July 1. She will 
continue to serve Bellflower as a separate charge.

Stephanie Voss to Vergennes Faith-DeSoto, Cache River District, effective 
July 1. This is also a new charge alignment as she previously served Vergennes 
Faith.

Angie Kaye to Vergennes Wesley-Elkville, Cache River District, effective July 1. 
This is also a new charge alignment as she previously service Elkville.

Kevin Nourie to Donovan-Crescent City, Embarras River District, effective July 1.

Mark Milhouse to Greenfield-Rockbridge, LaMoine River District, effective July 1.

Rick Atchley to Sandoval-Boulder-Patoka, Kaskaskia River District, effective July 1.

Gail Meyers to Milford-Stockland, Iroquois River District, effective July 1.

Danira Parra to Dayspring-East Peoria Faith, Illinois River District, effective July 1.

Roger Boyd to Grayville-Browns, Kaskaskia River District, effective July 1. 
This is also a charge realignment Grayville was on a charge with Fortney 
UMC, which will close June 30. Browns was on a charge with Lawrenceville 
Otterbein.

Zachary LeCrone to Danville First-Danville Bowman Ave., Iroquois River 
District, effective July 1. This is a new charge alignment.

Malcom Jones to Gilman-Ashkum, Iroquois River District, effective July 1.

Supply not appointed
David Arnold to Vandalia Luster Chapel UMC, effective July 1. 

Naomi Sue Roberts, supply not appointed to Pesotum, Iroquois River 
District, effective July 1.

Change of status
Tammy Horn, discontinuation of a part-time local pastor, Cache River District, 
effective June 30.

Susan Cox, appointment of retired member of another conference, Cache 
River District, effective June 30.

Mindy Tucker, discontinuation of certified lay member assignment, Iroquois 
River District, effective June 30.

William F. Campbell to voluntary leave of absence, effective July 1.

David Dickey, discontinuation of appointment of part-time local pastor, 
Iroquois River District, effective July 1.

David Prussner, discontinuation of supply arrangement, Vermilion River 
District, effective June 30

Deaths
Lester B. Laur (96), a retired pastor died June 4 in Effingham.

He served local churches in the former Southern Illinois Conference, 
retiring from Shipman in 1983. Following his retirement, he served as 
the visiting pastor at Effingham Centenary for many years.

His wife, Helen, died in 2001.

Condolences may be sent to a son, Darrell Laur, 511 W. Illinois Ave., 
Effingham, IL 62401.

A full obituary may be found at the web address which follows 
and messages for the family may be posted there: http://www.
johnsonandsonsfh.com/fh/obituaries/obituary.cfm?o_
id=3186662&fh_id=12632 

Georgia G. Hartman (101), widow of Rev. Robert W. Hartman, died 
May 27, 2015 in Mt. Carroll.

They served local churches in the areas of the Northern Illinois 
Conference and Central Illinois Conference, and retired from 
Washington Evangelical in 1977. He passed away in 2005.

Condolences may be sent to a son, Robert Hartman, Jr., 18456 B Scenic 
Road, Mt. Carroll, IL  61053.

A full obituary may be found at the following website and messages 
for the family may be posted there: http://www.meaningfulfuner-
als.net/home/index.cfm?action=public:obituaries.view&o_
id=3124373&fh_id=12469

NEWS
 From The Episcopal Office
  Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
From The Episcopal Office

More than 200 people helped 
celebrate the high school graduation 
of seven seniors from Chaddock School 
May 28.

As the keynote speaker, Bishop Jonathan 
D. Keaton, episcopal leader of the Illinois 
Area, told the graduates to remember 
the day and that there is always time for 
a second chance. He talked directly to 
the graduates asking them to promise 
him that they would never give up 
on others once they get out on their 
own. To read his full message, visit: 
http://www.igrc.org/blogpostsde-
tail/1091364 

Class President Hannah Andrzejewski, 
told her fellow graduates to live for 
the day and remember the times they 
shared while in class.

Friends, family members and staff, 
congratulated the graduates during a 
reception following the ceremony.

This was one of the largest graduating 
classes from Chaddock in recent years.

Photo courtesy of Chaddock 

Pastoral Care position
The First United Methodist Church in 
Taylorville seeks a part time employment 
opportunity (20 hrs/week) for an energetic 
Pastoral Care representative.  This is 
a salaried position.  The candidate will 
provide assistance to Sr. Pastor as needed.  
The primary focus will be hospital, nursing 
home, and shut-in visits and administering 
communion as requested.  Applicant must 
be personable and outgoing and have strong 
verbal and written communication skills.  
Requires basic Bible knowledge and basics 
of church life.  If you wish to apply, please 
send cover letter and resume to attn. Pastor 
Becky Lembke email address: umchurch@
consolidated.net or mail to 200 South 
Walnut St., Taylorville, IL 62568.  Deadline 
for application June 30, 2015.

CLASSIFIEDS
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Events & Announcements
Internship opportunities during 
school year
Three internships to be served during the 
2015-16 academic year are being offered 
through the IGRC Intern Program.

Host church/ministry applicants as well as 
student applicants are invited to apply before 
June 19.

Details and links to the application forms can 
be found at: www.igrc.org/interns.

Because most interns are college students, 
host church/ministry applicants would most 
likely need to be located near a college, 
university or community college. Internships 
would be ¼ time or 10 hours over approxi-
mately 34 weeks.

For more information, contact Beth Fender at 
bfender@igrc.org or by calling 217-529-2611.

United Methodist Family Day at 
the ballpark
Tickets are now on sale for United Methodist 
Family Day at Busch Stadium in St. Louis for 
Sunday, July 19.

Ticket requests and payment are due by 
July 1 and will be handled on a first-come, 
first-served basis due to the limited tickets 
available.

Tickets for the game are $20 (regular price: 
$58) and are located in the left field pavilion. 
Game time is at 1:15 p.m. between the St. 
Louis Cardinals and the New York Mets. All 
proceeds from the ticket sales will benefit the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference.

Checks should be made payable to United 
Methodist Day and sent to Tom Corenti, 2133 
Telford Drive, St. Louis, MO  63125-3225. Ques-
tions about UM Family Day may be directed to 
Corenti by email at: ummbball@swbell.net or ummbball@swbell.net or ummbball@swbell.net
by calling 314-631-3994.

College of Christian Life Aug. 10-12
EAST PEORIA -- Registration is open for the 
2015 College of Christian Life, Aug. 10-12, at 
the Embassy Suites in East Peoria.

This year's theme is The Kingdom of God is 
Now, and will be led by Dr. James Fleming.

There is a price break registrations prior to 
July 20.

Register and download a brochure by visit-
ing: www.igrc.org/ccl2015

Reaching New People Workshops
Too often churches take a “wait for people 
to come” approach, or they think ‘invitation’ 
means standing on street corners or initiating 
painfully difficult conversations. Not so!

This workshop will teach principles which are 
effective in churches of all sizes that are mak-
ing new disciples of Jesus Christ. The key to 
reaching new people is to move beyond the 
walls of the building and develop relation-
ships with people in the community. This 
workshop will equip the church to reach out 
in non-threatening ways.

If more people of the church intention-
ally engage in this invitational model, the 
church will be more effective in reaching new 
people.

This one-day workshop invites a team (a 
pastor and at least 3 lay people) to take next 
steps in reaching new people.  The larger the 
number of people who attend, the greater 
the likelihood the principles will have a posi-
tive impact on a church's ability to reach new 
people.  Bring a large team!!

Upcoming workshops:

Aug. 22, 2015 at East Peoria First UMC -- 
NOTE: there is a limit of 125 total registrants 
for this workshop. Register online at: http://
igrc-reg.brtapp.com/ReachingNewPeop-
leAug222015EastPeoriaFirst  

Oct. 10, 2015 at Troy UMC. Register online 
at: http://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/Reaching-
NewPeopleOct102015Troy

Oct.  17, 2015 at Flora First UMC -- NOTE: 
there is a limit of 160 total registrants for this 
workshop. Register online at: http://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/ReachingNewPeopleOct-
172015Flora 

If you are interested in this workshop taking 
place in your district or for more information, 
contact Mike Crawford at mcrawford@igrc.org.

COS Extension School dates        
for 2015-2016
Dates have been announced for the 2015-2016 
Course of Study Extension School for part-time 
local pastors.

Dates are as follows:

Aug-Sept. 2015 session --              
Aug. 21-22 and Sept. 18-19

Deadline: June 20

Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
COS_Aug2015 (underscore between COS and 
Aug2015)

Oct.-Nov. 2015 session --             
Oct. 9-10 and Nov. 6-7

Deadline: Aug. 10

Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
COS_Oct2015 (underscore between COS and 
Oct2015)

Feb.-March 2016 session --            
Feb. 5-6 and March 4-5, 2016

Deadline: Dec. 10

Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
COS_Feb2016 (underscore between COS and 
Feb2016)

April-May 2016 session -- April 8-9 and May 6-7, 2016

Deadline: Feb. 10, 2016

Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
COS_April2016 (underscore between COS and 
April2016)

Iowa hosts 5-Day Academy
CEDAR RAPIDS, Iowa – The Iowa Conference 
will host a Five-Day Academy for Spiritual 
Formation Oct. 4-9, at the American Martyrs 
Retreat Center in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

The academy's theme is Pursuing Humor.

Guest speakers are Daniel Wolpert, author of 
the "Life with God" series and Illinois native 

Sister Kathleen Flood, a member of the Order 
of Preachers.

Both will share their experiences and practices 
in Spiritual direction and development while 
focusing on the caring love and light 'hearted 
side' of our God.

For more information or to request a brochure, 
contact David Hobbs, LDM for Camps and 
Christian Formation at (515) 974-9813 or by 
email at: david.hobbs@iaumc.org

Pastors moving need to            
report changes t o H ealthcare                 
exchanges, impacts premium 
tax credit
Pastors who purchased insurance on the 
healthcare.gov Marketplace (Exchanges) and 
are moving should report changes to the Mar-
ketplace. This is particularly true if the pastor 
is receiving a “Premium Tax Credit” (subsidy) 
from the government which helps him or 
her pay the cost of health insurance. Salary 
changes will affect the amount of the Premium 
Tax Credit.

In some circumstances, you are also permit-
ted to sign up for a new plan due to a change 
of residence. You have up to 60 days after the 
event to change your plan.

For more information on reporting changes, 
please see these websites:

• http://www.irs.gov/Affordable-
Care-Act/Individuals-and-Families/
Report-Changes-in-Circumstances-to-
the-Marketplace-that-could-Affect-Your-
2015-Premium-Tax-Credit

• https://www.healthcare.gov/how-do-i-
report-life-changes-to-the-marketplace/

Or you can call the Marketplace Call Center 
at 1-800-318-2596. Or call your insurance 
company.
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Texas-Oklahoma flood update   
Texas-Oklahoma flood update
Greg Forrester of UMCOR U.S. Disaster Response reported May 28 emergency grants 

have been issued to the following conferences where flooding and tornadoes have dam-
aged hundreds of homes:

•  Texas Conference, www.txcumc.org
•  Rio Texas Conference, www.riotexas.org
•  Central Texas Conference, www.ctcumc.org
•  Oklahoma Conference, www.okumc.org
•  Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference, www.umc-oimc.org
To date, only the Rio Texas Conference has requested assistance from trained Early 

Response Teams from other conferences. If you have received ERT training in IGRC you 
may volunteer by registering at http://riotexas.org/flood-updates.  Volunteers are being 
deployed in Wimberley and San Marcus, Texas.

Gifts to UMCOR U.S. Disaster Response, Advance #901670, helps UMCOR respond 
to the most vulnerable people affected by this and other disasters in the United States.

The Board of Directors of United Methodist Volunteers In Mission (UMVIM-NCJ) 
announces a job opening for a 

Disaster Response Liaison
UMVIM-NCJ works to connect those who wish to be in hands-on mission with the many project options 
open in the United Methodist church.

The office of UMVIM-NCJ is currently based in Brookings, SD, but the Disaster Response Liaison would 
work from their home conference in the North Central Jurisdiction. The Disaster Response Liaison would 
primarily relate to the conference disaster response coordinators of the North
Central Jurisdiction and support the UMVIM-NCJ Coordinator with a communication, educational and 
leadership role in the disaster response ministry of the jurisdiction. This person will work under the 
supervision of the coordinator of UMVIM-NCJ (Lorna Jost) and in coordination with the UMCOR Assistant 
General Secretary for USA Disaster Response (Greg Forrester). Among other duties, the Disaster Response 
Liaison would organize and oversee the ~ every 18 month, Volunteer Leadership Academy.

A full job description and list of qualifications are available by request. 
(also www.umvimncj.org)

Application:
Persons who are excited about the disaster response ministry of the United Methodist 
Church should send the following to Melisa Bracht-Wagner, 
melisa.brachtwagner@yahoo.com, head of the search committee.

1. Cover letter of interest/intent
2. Resume
3. Three (3) letters of reference:

a. One from someone who has seen you in action in a disaster response situation
    (on an ERT or rebuild team, spiritual care or connecting neighbors ministry, etc)
b. One from a church leader
c. One personal reference

Applications close on July 15, 2015
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Response: Is saving the Church saving the world?
BY LARRY HOLLON
Economist Don House believes if enough local con-
gregations spend enough money on the right things 
it will put The United Methodist Church on a growth 
trajectory. It’s a novel approach to the challenges faced 
by religion in the 21st Century.

House says the church has 15 years to turn around 
or it’s kaput. His analysis is based on the U.S., not Africa and Asia. The 
church’s presence in Europe is tiny. For years the U.S. church has car-
ried the financial load.

Urgency for Change

Whether a denomination with the institutional ballast of this church 
can turn around that quickly is a big question. But the urgency is 
underscored by recent surveys in the U.S. that show an increase of 
“nones,” (people who don’t identify with any religion), the “spiritual but 
not religious,” and growing secularism.

Combine this with decline in mass membership organizations, civic 
clubs and voter participation and it’s clear we are losing faith in the 
institutions that once were the glue that bound the society together.

Many thoughtful leaders say the world is at an “inflection point” in 
history. Something significant is happening but we can’t foretell its 
outcome.

New forms of human organizations and religious communities will 

arise. And if sociologist Thorsten Veblen was correct, by the time we 
create something suited for today, it will be outdated by tomorrow.

Culture, social connections and technology, will have moved on, he 
says. The challenge is across the culture, and it’s deeper than how 
groups are organized, or even what they do.

Status Quo is Unsustainable

The dilemma facing the Boy Scouts of America is instructive. The 
counsel President Robert Gates gave the Scouts is similar to House’s 
comments to the church. Maintaining the status quo is unsustainable.

And these things–social interactions, economic pressures, and tech-
nological changes–all influence religious values and beliefs. Equally 
important, they affect how the faith community is perceived.

So far the conversation about the House proposal, as it has been re-
ported, hasn’t focused much on these challenges. It’s been presented 
as a spending plan and less as a theological document.

Plans for a more engaged ministry are being formulated. They include 
addressing poverty in 30,000 schools and reaching 1 million children 
with life-saving health interventions (not a real stretch but a good 
idea), creating a culture of call, and training in discipleship.

Will this be enough? I don’t know. I hope so.

But as it stands right now it isn’t awe-inspiring and it doesn’t sound 
like the transformation of the world that is called for in the second half 

Economist: Church in crisis but hope remains
BY HEATHER HAHN

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) – The 
United Methodist Church has only 15 
years to reverse its decline in the United 
States if it is to have a sustainable future, 
an economist warned church leaders.

At the same gathering, the church 
leaders discussed possible missional goals 
to address that decline and enhance the 
global denomination’s ministries around 
the world.

“By 2030, the denomination in the 
United States will either have found a way 
to turn around, meaning it is growing, or 
its turnaround in the United States is not 
possible,” Donald R. House Sr. told the 
May 19 combined meeting of the Con-
nectional Table and the General Council on Finance and 
Administration board. “By 2050, the connection will have 
collapsed.”

In other words, he predicted that unless things change 
soon, the denomination in coming decades will not have 
enough U.S. churches to pay for its connectional structures. 
Such structures include conferences, bishops, agencies, mis-
sions and international disaster response.

His presentation came a week after the Pew Research 
Center released its 2014 religious landscape survey, show-
ing the share of U.S. adult population that’s mainline 
Protestant had dropped from 18.1 to 14.7 percent in the 
previous seven years. The survey counted United Method-
ists among the mainline Protestants.

House — a lifelong United Methodist — holds a Ph.D. 
in economics and chairs the denomination’s eight-member 
Economic Advisory Committee, whose projections help 
shape the general church’s budget every four years.

House also holds other United Methodist leadership 
roles, including chair of the South Central Jurisdiction epis-
copacy committee that oversees the work of that region’s 
bishops.

In addition, he is one of the drafters of the revised Plan 
UMC, proposed legislation to reorganize the denomina-
tion’s general agencies. The Council of Bishops earlier this 
month took the unusual step of asking the denomination’s 
top court to determine if the legislation is constitutional 
before it goes before the 2016 General Conference.

He addressed the two bodies that put together the gen-
eral church budget that goes before General Conference, 
the denomination’s top lawmaking assembly.

House said he based his long-term attendance and 
financial projections on the denomination’s U.S. statisti-
cal trends because the denomination has incomplete data 
from many of its churches around the globe. But member-

ship data shows The United 
Methodist Church is growing 
worldwide.

At this point, the U.S. 
membership supports the bulk 
of general church finances.

What he forecasts, he 
admitted, is “tough stuff ” for 
church leaders to hear. Still, 
he also offered hope that the 
United Methodists can return 
to a trajectory of growth in 
the United States and fulfill its 
mission to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ.

But it will mean minister-
ing to a church with different 

needs and much more ethnic diversity than found during 
the denomination’s last growth period in the 1950s.

Dallas Area Bishop Michael McKee, a General Council 
on Finance and Administration board member, told those 
gathered he does not see House’s report “as gloom and 
doom.”

“In some respects, we’ve been trying to recover what 
we’ve had,” McKee said. “Maybe the voice of God is direct-
ing us to have a new church. I think we’ll have a better 
church, but I agree we’re not there yet.”

The challenges the church faces
For the last 10 years, General Council on Finance and 

Administration statistics show, United Methodist worship 
attendance in the United States has decreased on average 
52,383 per year.

Between 1974 and 2012, the U.S. church lost 18 percent 
in worship attendance. During the same period, House 
noted, the number of U.S. churches shrank by 16 percent, 
the number of conferences by 19 percent and the number 
of districts by 21 percent.

“What we are doing is disassembling our infrastructure 
faster than we are experiencing decline in the U.S.,” he said. 
“If this were a business model, I’d say you were gracefully 
closing your doors.”

But that’s not the way to reverse decline, he said.
Part of the problem, House said, is the denomination 

has church buildings that were in the right locations for 
1952 but not for today. He recommended United Method-
ists focus on planting new churches and especially reinvigo-
rating the congregations they already have.

“You can’t new-church-start your way out of this exist-
ing crisis,” he said.

What the denomination needs are nationally scalable 
strategies for revitalization, House said. He is testing one 
such strategy now.

His plan, “The Benchmark Project,” calls for nearly 
1,000 churches with at least 125 members to raise and 
spend $119.5 million a year more to address what he says 
are deficiencies in investment such as lay staff members. He 
has received $100,000 from the Connectional Table to help 
fund the study.

He first hopes to have 217 churches in the South Cen-
tral Jurisdiction taking part in the study by 2017.

So far, he has 16 churches participating with commit-
ments from the Arkansas, Oklahoma and Great Plains con-
ferences to join. He expects the study to continue through 
2024. Three pilot churches in his home Texas Conference, 
he said, are already showing good results.

Possible missional goals
Church leaders also talked about missional goals that 

will be presented to the 2016 General Conference as part of 
the proposed 2017-20 budget.

Chicago Area Bishop Sally Dyck presented the goals 
being considered by the Council of Bishops and Connec-
tional Table, which coordinates the work of general church 
agencies. Each goal is aligned with the denomination’s four 
areas of ministry focus and its drive to increase the number 
of highly vital congregations.

“This is so the work of the church though our appor-
tioned giving is aligned around these missional goals,” she 
told United Methodist News Service. “In the agencies and 
hopefully in our annual conference budgets, we begin to see 
these as an alignment of our work.”

The current plan calls for United Methodists in the 
next four years:

•  Start two new faith communities a day
•  Create a culture of call in every faith community
•  Reach 1 million children with life-saving health 

interventions
•  Partner with 30,000 schools to help end poverty
•  Double the number of vital congregations by equip-

ping congregations with disciple making practices

She said some goals, such as creating a culture of call, 
are still being refined so they can have measurable results. 
“We want to measure our success,” she said.

“This is a big step forward in terms of working together 
to come up with some internal goals that will help focus our 
work and will make a difference in our communities,” the 
bishop said.

“Hopefully, people will say: ‘Wow, those United 
Methodists. They’re working with us in our schools. They’re 
starting new faith communities all over the place.’”

Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist 
News Service. Contact her at (615) 742-5470 or newsdesk@
umcom.org.

Christian CONVERSATIONS

File photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS
Economist Don House (left) helps lead a discussion about 
the church budget during the 2012 pre-General Conference 
news briefing at the Tampa Convention Center in Florida in 
this file photo. At right is Bishop G. Lindsey Davis.

RESPONSE CONTINUED ON PAGE 22

Appreciates tributes 
to closing churches
Editor, The Current:

Kudos to all of you at The 
Current staff for your writings 
about the churches that are 
closing. You have taken a 
very sad event and given 
these churches a great sense 
of dignity and honor for their 
great service and ministry to 
our Conference. Thank you 
all so much for your writing! 

Harvey Gaither
Pastor, Manteno UMC
Vermilion River District 
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BY EDITH BRADY-LUNNY

The Pantagraph

CLINTON – Jane Conn can always tell 
when the child sitting next to her on the 
piano bench masters a piece of music for 
the first time.

“I have seen the light bulb come on. 
When they learn the notes on the staff and 
see how it goes, they begin to work with the 
music,” said Conn, a piano teacher for more 
than five decades.

Conn has a hard time coming up with 

an estimate of the number of students, 
ranging in age from 8 to various stages of 
adulthood, who have come to her home for 
lessons over the years.

“It’s a bunch, I know that,” she said.
The first Sunday of May at First United 

Methodist Church is reserved for the piano 
teacher’s annual recital.  This year, nine stu-
dents displayed their piano skills, first with 
a duet with their teacher, followed by a solo.

Conn’s love of music was nurtured by 
her parents. Her late mother, Miriam Ab-
bott, taught piano after finishing her day 
as a high school English teacher. For many 
years, mother and daughter played together 
at the Kenney church located next door to 
the Abbotts’ family home.

“Our music background is here in this 
church,” Conn said during a recent inter-
view in the sanctuary of the 100-year-old 
church.

Music also has been a constant in the 
succeeding generations of 
the Conn family. Conn’s 
three sons and one daughter 
were involved in music and  
dance. Her son, Billy, lives 
in Clinton and has been a 
professional musician for 
many years.

Four of Conn’s grandchildren have 
taken lessons and “they’re very good,” ac-
cording to their teacher.

In Conn’s view, music opens the door 
to a part of the world every person needs 
to experience. But first, they must master a 
new vocabulary.

“It’s like a foreign language and it’s so 
much easier to learn as a child,” she said.

Most students start at about 8 years of 
age “when they can sit still for 30 minutes,” 
she said, adding even reluctant students 
benefit from music lessons. 

“It’s always worth it because they learn 
something that lasts a lifetime,” said Conn, 
who has reduced her schedule from five 

afternoons to three each week.
It’s common for students who take pia-

no lessons to also become members of their 
school bands. One of Conn’s current stu-
dents is a high school junior. “That’s a good 
feeling when they go that far,” she said, not-
ing music lessons take commitment on the 
part of parents as well as students.

“We know practice makes perfect. And 
kids have busy schedules so making time to 
practice can be hard,” said Conn.

Learning that lesson made all the dif-
ference for Vanessa Ophorst, one of Conn’s 
former students who was a music major in 
college and now teaches piano in Clinton, 
too.

“I didn’t have practice skills until I had 
lessons. She taught with patience, start-
ing off easy and giving me lots of positive 
reinforcement,” said Ophorst.

Like many of Conn’s students, Ophorst 
also played in her school band.  Private 

music lessons and school music programs 
go hand in hand, said Conn, who worries 
about budget cuts to art and music classes.

“That’s the creative part of the day. 
Where would the music come from if they 
don’t get it at school?’ Conn wonders.

With no plans for retirement, Conn said 
she will offer lessons as long as students 
sign up to fill her afternoon schedules.   

“The years go by so fast. It’s just what 
you do and part of who you are,” she said.

(Reprinted with permission from the May 23 
issue of the Bloomington Pantagraph, www.
pantagraph.com)

Local Church NEWSthe curren 

After 55 years, 
organist-piano teacher     
       still beams when 

the light goes on

Pulling out all the Stops for 
2015 Illinois Great Rivers Conference

Church Organ Network of Effingham, IL, provided the Allen Digital 
Computer Renaissance Organ, featuring sampled pipe voices of the 
greatest Pipe Organs of the World.

Piano Gallery of Peoria, provided Yamaha’s newly designed C6XPE 
series Concert Artist Polished Ebony Grand Piano.

Churches, Schools, or Individuals searching for a Church Organ, Grand 
or Upright Piano, or Clavinova are invited to contact Church Organ 
Network, 902 S Willow, Effingham, IL

217.342.2207
email info@churchorgannetwork.com

or Piano Gallery of Peoria, 4640 N Brandywine, Peoria, IL
309.966.0434, 
PianoGalleryofPeoria.com

Jane Conn of Clinton plays piano at the United Methodist Church in Kenney. The longtime piano teacher has held a student recital at the church every year for decades. Photo by Lori Ann Cook-Neisler

“It’s always worth it because 
they learn something that 
lasts a lifetime.”
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George and Rubye Russell named Pontiac’s Citizens 
of the Year by local Rotary Club
BY LUKE SMUCKER
Pontiac Daily Leader

PONTIAC – Humanitarian awards typically are a 
token of appreciation or recognition from an individual or 
organization. When Revs. Rubye and George Russell were 
presented with the plaque for 2014 Pontiac Citizens of the 
Year May 19, it was the Russells who expressed the appre-
ciation and recognition.

“We are overwhelmed by the community response and 
to be receiving this award,” Rev. George Russell said. “To 
say we are surprised is an understatement.”

Prior to commencement of the noon presentation, the 
Russells spent at least an hour on Tuesday simply walking 
around and thanking guests for attending. Many guests 
personally congratulated the couple on their award or 
shared anecdotes about memorable experiences.

When it came time for everyone to be seated, the 
Russells were among those still standing as they gave each 
guest their moment. For each, the couple stood side-by-
side. Neither refrained from offering words of appreciation, 
or answering questions, no matter how many times they 
were repeated.

After an invocation from the Rev. Dr. Ray Owens, all 

proceeded to the catered meal provided by Baby Bull’s 
Fine Dining. Following the meal, Owens returned to 
the microphone to give his thoughts on the recipients.

“It has been an honor and privilege to serve as 
their colleague,” Owens said. “The evidence of their 
ministry can be seen all over Pontiac.”

Owens spoke briefly about the couple’s volunteer 
work with the United Methodist Nomads group, an 
organization that offers volunteer labor to disaster 
response projects throughout the United States. What 
makes the Nomads group unique is that it currently 
only accepts members with RVs because people are 
asked to travel — sometimes across the country — to 
provide relief.

Following Owens’ introduction, the floor was 
opened for attendees to offer testimonials about time 
spent with the Russells. Some discussed the services 
the couple provides at Evenglow. Others thanked them 
for setting a positive example on how to be productive 
members of society.

Joan Bevill, secretary for the Livingston County Com-
munity Food Pantry, shared her thoughts.

“Who better deserves this?” Bevill asked. “Their pres-

ence brings a sense of compassion to the whole pantry. 
When I found out they were being recognized, there was 
no doubt in my mind I would be here to show my support.”

After presentation of the award, the Russells were given 

Local Church NEWS

BY CARA RECINE
The Southern

MURPHYSBORO – Trina Eaton isn’t wearing rose-
colored glasses, but she is wearing a rose-colored T-shirt 
with this quote on it: “Children become readers on the laps 
of their parents.”

And, even though she knows it’s an uphill battle — 
hence the clear vision — she and others have devoted 
countless hours, energy and money to a literacy effort at 
Murphysboro United Methodist Church.

“Some people didn’t believe it could make a difference,” 
Eaton said. “But, I think if only one child becomes a reader, 
if only one parent follows through on the opportunity, then 
it is all worth it.”

My Own Bookcase Project reaches its conclusion to-
day, when 30 solid-oak bookshelves and reading starter kits 

will be given to 30 Head Start graduates. They will also 
receive a reading “starter kit,” which comes in a colorful 
bookbag.

Eaton said she and others on the church’s Service 
and Missions Team had been kicking around the idea of 
a literacy project for a few years, having heard about the 
Bookcase for Every Child project started by syndicated 
columnist Jim Davidson in 2005 in Conway, Arkansas.

“Even though there were a few doubters, we finally 
just said ‘We’re going to do it.’ We found many people 
who were interested and willing to get involved,” Eaton 
said. “We had lots of volunteers.”

Eaton’s husband, Bob, is primarily responsible for 
building the bookscases. He is a partner at Asaturian 
Eaton & Associates, an engineering and surveying firm.

“Woodworking was a nice break from work,” he 
said. “But I had lots of help.”

Candace Watt was one of those who stepped up.
“I was basically the grunt,” Watt said, smiling. “He did 

everything else.”
Construction on the cases started in earnest in March, 

with the help of the project’s co-sponsor, Murphysboro 
Kiwanis Club. Trina, who is co-chairperson of the church 
team, said they also received donations from the Elks Club 
and the Lions Club.

Others donated time whenever they could.
“We had six people working all day to put the stain on 

the unfinished oak,” she said.
There was no cutting corners, either. Eaton said they 

could have put one coat on but decided they wanted to 
make the bookcases as nice as they could be.

“I would have put two coats on for my grandchildren, 
so these children got that, too,” Eaton said.

Eaton is hoping these little graduates will learn to love 
reading as much as her four grandchildren do, with the 
help of a loved one.

“Even if the small kids don’t understand everything 
you’re reading, they will always associate reading with love 
and comfort and memories of that special time together, on 
your lap. So, reading becomes a wonderful thing in their 
lives.”

(Reprinted with permission from the May 17 issue of The 
Southern Illinoisan newspaper, www.thesouthern.com)

Why it matters…
According to the National Right to Read Foundation, 
there are 42 million American adults who cannot read 
at all. Most of them grew up in low-income homes 
where, according to statistics, 61 percent do not have 
any books to read.

Without books to read in their formative years, these 
underprivileged kids enter school with a limited vo-
cabulary and lack basic communication skills that are 
vital to success and staying in school.

Here are a few other statistics:

•  Nearly two-thirds of low-income families in the 
U.S. own no books.

•  Thirty-three percent of fourth-grade grade public 
school students are at or below nationally estab-
lished basic levels.

•  Among fourth-graders, 53 percent of African 
American students, 52 percent of Hispanic stu-
dents, and 48 percent of American Indian students 
scored below basic levels.

•  The number of high school seniors who read at or 
above a proficient level has been declining since 
1992.

•  Fourth-graders who reported having 25 books or 
more at home had higher scores on reading tests 
than children who reported they didn’t have many 
books.

•  During summer break, low-income students lose 
more than two months of reading achievement.

•  Twenty-six percent of children who were read to 
three or four times in the last week by a family 
member recognized all letters of the alphabet. 
This is compared to 14 percent of children who 
were read to less frequently.

-- Sources: Reading Is Fundamental, National Center for 
Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational 
Progress

Murphysboro UMC, 
Kiwanis Club partner 
to provide gift 
of a lifetime to 
Head Start graduates

Photo by Luke Smucker, Pontiac Daily Leader
The Revs. Rubye left and George Russell greeted guests like Charlie Grotevant at the 
door prior to the commencement of the Pontiac Rotary Club’s Citizens of the Year 
Award Banquet May 19.

Photos by Byron Helzler, The Southern
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE Wrap-Upthe curren 

Act of Repentance, 
camping resolution tops 2015 annual conference
BY PAUL BLACK
IGRC Director of Communication Ministries

PEORIA – The Illinois Great Rivers Conference was held June 
10-13, under the theme, Healing the Circle, which included an 
Act of Repentance toward Indigenous People.

The conference also approved a proposal to close three of 
the conference’s five campsites due to declining headcounts 
over the past 10 years. Discussion was passionate and spir-
ited as four counter-proposals were also debated.

Act of Repentance
Conference speakers Rev. Fred Shaw and Rev. Dr. Thom 
White Wolf Fassett prepared lay and clergy members for the 
Friday service by recounting the history of relations between 
the white population and Native Americans through the 
years.

The audience sat quietly as the two speakers told stories 
from American history that many said they “had never heard 
before.”

During the Act of Repentance, three IGRC pastors– Rev. Dan 
Lybarger, Rev. Gary Billiot and Rev. Danira Parra told of their 
personal experiences via video.

Lybarger recounted the history which took place within the 
IGRC borders. Billiot shared from his own personal experi-
ence in the southeastern United States and Parra shared her 
story growing up as a person of both Native American and 
Hispanic heritage.

“It was easier to be seen as Hispanic, although I am only one-
fourth Hispanic,” Parra said. “When you are Native American, 
it’s like you don’t exist.”

Parra noted that Illinois has the largest Native American 
population of any state without a reservation and chal-
lenged the IGRC.

“We have had a wonderful mission partnership with a third-
world country in Africa,” Parra said.  “But we have Third World 
countries in the United States. They are called reservations.”

She challenged the conference to adopt a reservation – “just 
one” – in a mission partnership and she asked the United 
Methodist Women to adopt “just one” mission project that 
could build a relationship similar to the UMW’s relations with 
Cunningham Home and the Lessie Bates Davis Neighbor-
hood House.

Pieces of burlap and a container of ashes were placed on 
tables and participants shared the imposition of ashes as 
part of the service.

An impromptu offering for 
Dayspring UMC in East Peoria 
– the state’s only Native-
American United Methodist 
Church – collected $9,618.15, 
which will be used to assist 
the congregation in complet-
ing its building and paving its 
parking lot.

Special offerings
In addition to the impromptu 
offering, special offerings were received for: the Making 
Dreams Possible Scholarship campaign ($35,603); the Laity 
Session offering for the John Kofi Asmah School in Liberia 
($5,609); the Ordinands’ Holy Land Pilgrimage ($5,626); 
and the Tom Brown Scholarship at Wiley College, one of 
11 historically Black Colleges ($6,166); and 165 conference 
churches filled a trailer of 4,797 pounds of school supplies 
and $890 in monetary contributions for the Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center which will be sent as school bags to a 
Native American school in the Dakotas.

The conference was recognized by the General Council on 
Finance and Administration for its payment of 100 percent 
of general church apportionments for the 12th consecu-

tive year and for $6.8 million in disaster relief by the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).

Camping proposals
In the end, the conference session voted 492-292 to adopt 
the proposal of the Commission on Camping and Retreat 
Ministries and urged the Commission to grant a non-profit 
group, Jensen Camp Foundation, the right of first refusal on 
the sale of Jensen Woods Camp in Timewell. The other two 
camps closing will be Living Springs Camp in Lewistown, 
and Epworth Camp in Louisville.

“Let our past be our guideposts not our hitching posts,” said 
the Rev. Beverly Wilkes-Null during the debate. “As a parent 
of a camper, I understand the difference between ministry 
and real estate.”

During the debate, supporters of the various campsites 
urged delay of any action to sell the campsites, enabling 
supporters to develop strategy plans or put into place local 
management of the site while the conference would remain 
owners of the property.

Delegates elected
Delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conference were 
elected during the respective clergy and laity sessions. Elec-
tions were completed in the allotted four hours.

Clergy elected to General Conference are (in order of elec-
tion): Rev. Sylvester Weatherall, Spoon River District Super-
intendent; Rev. Andy Adams, Champaign Quest UMC; Sara 
Isbell,  Chatham UMC; Rev. Robert Phillips, Peoria First UMC; 
and Rev. Chris Ritter, Geneseo First UMC.

Laity elected to General Conference are (in order of election): 
Rhonda Whitaker, Neoga Grace UMC; Bunny Wolfe, IGRC Co-
ordinator of Missions and Outreach; Bobby Davis, Maryville 
St. Luke UMC; Kimberly Woods, Braceville UMC; and Steve 
Schonert, Olney First UMC.

Joining the General Conference delegation to form the IGRC 
Jurisdictional delegation includes:

Clergy: Rev. Randall Robinson, Danville St. James UMC; Dr. 
Roger Ross, Springfield First UMC;  Rev. Janice Griffith, Execu-
tive Assistant to the Bishop; Rev. Rose Booker-Jones, Iroquois 
River District Superintendent; and Rev. Beth Fender, IGRC 
Coordinator of  Discipleship and New Streams.

Laity: Larry Weber, Fairview Heights Christ UMC; Marian Mc-
Cray, Granite City Namoki UMC; Anish Hermon, Bloomington 
Quest UMC; Fred Iutzi, Carthage First UMC; and Carol Sims, 
administrative assistant to Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit 

Fund.

Alternates are Rev. J. Keith Zimmerman, retired; Ni-
cole Cox, associate pastor, Springfield First UMC; Rev. 
Dennis Price, Troy UMC; Melissa Calvillo, Carthage 
First UMC; Carolyn Yockey, Normal First UMC; and J. 
LaVon Wilson, Springfield Grace UMC.

By the numbers
Total 2014 membership is 129,587, down 2,338 
from 2013. Average worship attendance for 2014 is 
59,200, down 1,669. Professions of faith for 2014 is 
1,915, down from 2,202 in 2013. 

Giving to missions for 2014 was $1,119,528, compared to 
$1,472,900 in 2013.

Bishop Jonathan Keaton ordained nine elders in full connec-
tion and three deacons in full connection. He commissioned 
nine provisional elders and one provisional deacon. Two 
pastors had their orders recognized and became provisional 
elders and one was elected to associate membership.  A total 
of 25 pastors, representing 584 years of service, retired. Ten 
churches, totaling 1,498 years of ministry, have closed or    
are closing following annual conference.

Special Offering report
John Kofi Asmah School, Liberia 
Laity Session ......................................$5,609.04

Africa University Making Dreams 
Possible Scholarship Campaign 
Offering ............................................. $35,602.92 
Financial commitments.................$568,089

Act of Repentance offering 
for Dayspring UMC .........................$9,618.15

Ordinands’ Holy Land 
Pilgrimage ..........................................$5,626.36

Tom Brown Scholarship, 
Wiley College .....................................$6,166.26

MMDC Collections at Annual Conference
A total of 165 different churches combined 
to fill the MMDC trailer with 4,797 pounds 
school supplies and monetary donations 
totaling $890.
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE Opening Worship

We Do Not Lose Heart
BY PAUL BLACK

PEORIA – Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton recalled how 
his then 7-year-old son taught him something about 
not losing heart.

Keaton said during his bishop had a cross-cultural 
appointment for him but that he didn’t want to go. 

“Much to my chagrin, the introduction to the 
committee went well,” Keaton recalled. “On the trip 
home, his son broke the silence with a few sniffles as 
if he was ready to cry.”

When asking his son what was wrong, the young 
boy said, “I’m losing my heart.” And then tears broke 
loose like the waters of Niagara Falls. “He wept 
outwardly and inwardly,” Keaton continued. “Fifteen 
to 20 minutes later, Jon said, ‘Mom and Dad, I’m 
getting my heart back again.’”

“My mind said if my little boy can deal with a major 
shift in his life in 15 to 20 minutes, surely I can do it 
given this so-called God knowledge at my disposal. 
To do so, I had to walk by faith not by sight.”

Utilizing the text from II Corinthians 4:1-6, Keaton 
used the opening worship and his episcopal address 
to note Paul’s encouragement to “not lose heart.”

“Recipients of God’s mercy and ministry ought not 
lose heart,” Keaton said. It’s a great antidote for 
people of faith who grow weary of fights, differences 
and struggles in the church.”

Keaton noted the Corinthian church was growing, 
but that trouble was robbing them of their courage, 
vision and hope. “Instead of a beam-like focus on 
their mission, rival groups are dividing the church,” 
Keaton noted. “The struggle for unity of the church 
is not new. It has a 2,000-year history.”

Spotlighting several IGRC churches that are 
experiencing growth, Keaton asked, “do we have the 
audacity of hope in the face of statistics not many 

like to hear?” 

Answering critics who might be saying the Bishop 
is looking at the challenges of today’s church “with 
rose-colored glasses,” Keaton listed the questions 
of criticism: “Are hard questions of decline being 
avoided? Haven’t we flunked the course on church 
growth in the past 50 years? Haven’t no professions 
of faith become the new normal in too many of our 
local churches,” Keaton asked. “Doesn’t the 2015 
conference legislation listing discontinuation of 10 
churches concern the Bishop?”

“(The response is) yes, it does but I’m not called to 
give up, put up, shut up, lay up or pin up statistics on 
non-growth in the face of the never-changing Great 
Commission,” Keaton said. “Ministry with our Lord is 
for better or worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness 
and in health, to love and to cherish Jesus Christ 
unto death do us part not losing heart over trials 
and tribulations in the body of Christ.”

Keaton noted people are recipients of God’s mercy. 
“We embrace the belief that God never gets so 
disgusted with humankind’s sin and sinfulness that 
God turns off the spigot of divine goodness, turns 
off the spigot of amazing grace, turns off the claim 
of the psalmist, ‘goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life,’” he said.

And one final motivation for not losing heart is 
because God did not give up on you. “Out of his life 
experience, Paul spoke these words,” Keaton said. “God 
transformed his life. He was brash, arrogant and angry. 
He was the epitome of a hater and a terrorist. God did 
not give up on Paul; Paul did not give up on God.”

“Ministry with our Lord 
is for better or worse, 
for richer, for poorer, in 
sickness and in health, to 
love and to cherish Jesus 
Christ unto death do us 
part not losing heart over 
trials and tribulations in 
the body of Christ.” 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE Africa University Campaignthe curren 

Rev. David Venter, a director of the Land of Lincoln Credit Union, presents 
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton with a check for $7,500 which will be split 
equally between the Northern Illinois Conference and the Making Dreams 
Possible Scholarship Campaign for Africa University. The donation is 
in honor of the credit union movement in the Illinois Great Rivers and 
Northern Illinois conferences and their predecessor organizations.

Photo by Paul Black 

DISTRICT FINANCIAL 
COMMITMENT TOTALS
Cache River $82,401
Embarras River $31,147
Illinois River $91,259
Kaskaskia River $61,289
LaMoine River $47,164
Mississippi River $64,281
Sangamon River $61,354
Spoon River $52,332

Vermilion River $26,750

TOTAL $568,089
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE Morning Manna

Keeping the United 
in United Methodist
BY NICOLE COX
Associate Pastor, Springfield First UMC

Good morning Bishop and 
members of the Illinois Great Riv-
ers Conference!  What a wonderful 
honor to be with you all today!  I 
am humbled, overjoyed, and a 
little nervous to have been asked to 
share with you.  

For centuries, at least in my 
imagination, pastors have been 
using their children as illustrations 
for their sermons.  And this morn-
ing shall be no different. Thank-
fully, my children are still young 
enough that they don’t get annoyed 
when I use them as sermon fodder, so I have to capital-
ize on it while I can, right?

My son, Corbin, is 3 ½ and just a couple of days 
ago, he was trying to put together a toy and he couldn’t 
quite get it to connect.  He tried and tried and eventu-
ally had a break down and screamed “Mama!  I can’t do 
it!  It won’t stay togever!”

I feel like this is the perfect illustration for the situ-
ation in which our church currently finds itself.  There 
has been so much discussion over our church split-
ting and it has been quite disheartening. I cannot even 
count the number of blog posts, Twitter conversations, 
Facebook threads, etc., that I have seen discussing what 
the future holds for The United Methodist Church. I 
mean has the word schism ever been used as much as it 
has been the past few years to talk about the state of our 
beloved church? And I wonder, will we be able to keep 
it togever?

I was born and raised in The United Methodist 
Church.  I attended a United Methodist college and 
a United Methodist seminary.  My life, like many of 
yours, is deeply rooted in our church. Discussions of 
schism break my heart and I long for a solution that will 
keep us together. It seems to me that we have forgotten 
that we are UNITED Methodists.

The apostle Paul reminds us of the importance of 
seeing ourselves as united.  He reminds us that we are 
to work together as one.  In 1 Corinthians 12:12-13 and 
24b-27, he says the following:

Christ is just like the human body—a body is a unit 
and has many parts; and all the parts of the body are 
one body, even though there are many.13 We were all 
baptized by one Spirit into one body, whether Jew or 

Greek, or slave or free, and we all were given one Spirit 
to drink. 

Then he ends with these beautiful words:

But God has put the body together, giving greater 
honor to the part with less honor 25 so that there won’t 
be division in the body and so the parts might have 
mutual concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, all 
the parts suffer with it; if one part gets the glory, all the 
parts celebrate with it. 27 You are the body of Christ 
and parts of each other.

We know this passage right?  We’ve heard it a mil-
lion times.  We’ve preached and listened to sermons on 
it.  We’ve taught Bible studies about it.  It is engrained 
in our minds.  We are the body of Christ.  And we work 
best when we work together.  And we, my friends, have 
a lot of work to do….together.

Jesus Christ has given us a mission, our mission...
which I know you all know – let’s say it together – “To 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world.”  This is what Jesus has entrusted to us.  This 
is what Jesus has charged us to do.  We are to change the 
world by making disciples in his name.  We are to share 
his love and grace.  We are to reach out to the homeless, 
the hopeless, the lost, the broken, the outcasts, those 
whom society has pushed aside and forgotten.  We are 
to love them as Christ has loved us – unconditionally 
and without boundaries.  

It’s hard to focus on such a mission when we spend 
time and energy bickering over our differing views.  
We’ve allowed arguing over liberal vs. conservative 
values to take the forefront of our discussions.  We’ve 

UNITED CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Repetitive Repentance 
required for Healing the Circle
BY ETHAN CARNES, Pastor, Benld UMC

Good morning!  Bishop, annual conference, guests (and 
my bestie Nicole Cox), thank you for this opportunity to 
preach this morning of annual conference.  I hope you 
all are caffeinated.  If you are not, that’s okay; it might 
improve my chances of being commissioned tonight if you 
sleep through this.

In the 1560’s King Phillip II of Spain needed a miracle.  His 
son, was on his deathbed after falling down a set of stairs 
with a severe head injury.  The kingdom was in turmoil 
about their future leader.  So Phillip prayed, “God if you can 
perform a miracle, I’ll perform one too.”  (By the way, when 
was the last time you were that bold in your prayers?) That 
week his son started drastically improving. Talk about an 
awkward moment. How can you match that? Phillip did his 
best, commissioning the royal clockmaker to build some-
thing that would be devoted to the worship of God. What 
was created was an intricate, mechanical, praying monk.  
As this monk walked, his hands would move from his 

heart to his mouth holding his rosary, his head and mouth 
in praying as his feet moved forward.  So why, why make 

this monk?  The legend, they say, was that the King would 
always be able to have prayers of supplication said on his 
behalf, repenting for him, repeatedly, just like clockwork.

This Legend offers the desire, the hope, the pain, and 
the love in a penitential way for a particular and peculiar 
people of faith.  I believe Psalm 130 embodies this as well.  
Ways to point us into the healing circle, to show the depth 
of our co-creatorship, repenting and restoring ourselves 
with God and creation. One that stretches to the deep, that 
pulls our imagination, and like our beloved Wesley, might 
push us into a heartwarming experience, only so that we 
might experience a repentant healing again and again.  
Here these deeply passionate words from Psalm 130.

I cry out to you from the depths, Lord—my Lord, listen to 
my voice! Let your ears pay close attention to my request 
for mercy! 3 If you kept track of sins, Lord-my Lord, who 
would stand a chance?  4 But forgiveness is with you—
that’s why you are honored. 5 I hope, Lord. My whole 
being[a] hopes, and I wait for God’s promise. 6 My whole 
being waits for my Lord— more than the night watch 

REPENTANCE CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

The How-To Guide 
to Healing
BY REV. LEANNE NOLAND

Good morning Bishop Keaton, members of the Cabinet, guests, 
and my fellow brothers and sisters of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference.  I am so excited and humbled at the opportunity to 
bring the message to you all this morning, and what makes this 
moment all the more special is that this is my first opportunity to 
preach as a fully ordained elder in The United Methodist Church.  

As we wrap our heads around all that has been discussed these 
past few days at Annual Conference, and what Healing the Circle 
means for us in our particular contexts, I thought it may be help-
ful to share a healing resource with you.  This resource, I’ve found, 
has actually served as a kind of How-To Guide for me when it 
comes to emotional and spiritual healing, and the best part 
about this resource?: It’s portable.

I’ve found one of the most endearing features about scripture is 
that it doesn’t sugarcoat anything for us.  The narratives in here 
are messy, and involve messy people with messy problems, who 
are often times in need of a whole lot of healing.  That’s why, 
when we come face-to-face with wounded hearts and shattered 
trust, the Bible serves as a fantastic How-To Guide when it comes 
to the healing process.

So, without further ado, I invite you to journey with me through-
out scripture to unveil three useful steps that should be imple-
mented if we ever hope to successfully heal the circle within our 
communities.  

A particular kind of leadership
Step 1:  There needs to be a particular kind of leadership in 
place in order to successfully guide and facilitate the healing 
process.  When healing is needed, it is implied that wounds 
have been opened, and people are in pain.  Often times, there 
is a heavy amount of emotion and turmoil connected to these 
wounds.  A successful leader of healing is able to rise above the 
fray of emotion in order to make decisions that are healthy and in 
alignment with God’s will for the people. 

A great example of this kind of leadership can be found in Moses.  
He’s in his late 80’s and has a speech impediment, but time after 
time, Moses reveals himself to be a leader who is able to keep 
his head above the confusion, and his heart open to the will of 
God.  In Exodus chapter 10, following the plague of darkness that 
sweeps over Egypt, Moses finds himself face to face with a high-
strung Pharaoh who, after refusing yet again to free the enslaved 
Israelites, begins to yell death threats at Moses in verse 28.  Mo-
ses responds in verse 29 in a way that appears to be quite calm 
and collected.  A leader determined not to get swept up in the 
heat of the moment. A leader focused on the end goal: physical, 
spiritual, and emotional healing for his people who had endured 
the nightmare of slavery for far too long.

Moses also exemplifies the idea that a good leader in the heal-
ing process is one who is able to be comfortable for the sake of 

“I long for a solution that 
will keep us together. It 

seems to me that we have 
forgotten that we are 
UNITED Methodists.”

HEALING CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

“It’s because of grace 
that I repetitively 
repent because I 

was put into a 
circle of people 

who with 
God healed me.”
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MEMORIAL SERVICE

Living Memorial 
Stones: testimonies  
of the saints
BY PAUL BLACK 

PEORIA – Weaving the 
story of the Israelites cross-
ing over into the Promised 
Land, Rev. In-Sook Hwang 
urged those gathered for 
Thursday’s memorial service 
to get their feet wet, to 
stand tall holding up God’s 
Word is the middle of the 
uncertain and risky current 
of changes and disruptive 
journey.

“Getting into the water 
is almost a dying experi-
ence,” Hwang said. “Dying 
to our old selves, giving up being in control and yield-
ing our lives to God. In the process, we experience God’s 
transforming power to make us new. We died to ourselves 
in the water of baptism and rose as the people of Jesus 
Christ.”

Hwang said one of the ways that is becoming popular 
in remembering loved ones is memorial stones with a spe-
cial messages – some words with a special message that 
tells about their lives and characters.

“God’s people raised the same question when they 
came to Gilgal where 12 stones were arranged in a circle,” 
she said. “The people asked, ‘What do those stones mean 
to us?’ And then an elder of the group began to tell the 
story. God’s people gather together to retell and re-enact 
the story, not as a once-upon-a-time story, but as a living 
testimony. They were reminded of who God was, who 
they were and what it meant to be God’s people.”

Retelling the story of the Israelites, the 40 years of 
wandering in the desert, the death of Moses and the 
new leadership of Joshua and Caleb, Hwang said one last 
obstacle stood in the way of the Israelites – the Jordan 
River. “They are standing at the edge of the river. There is 
no bridge, no boat, nothing, except worn-out people and 
their inexperienced leaders,” she said. “The water of the 
river is overflowing its banks. They can’t go back to where 
they came from. They have no idea how to cross the river. 
They are stuck between the wilderness and the Jordan 
River. Dead-end!”

“You have been doing ministry for many years. 
Somehow you feel you don’t know what to do anymore. 
You find yourself burned out. All the ways you have done 
in the past don’t seem to work any longer,” Hwang said. 
“Your church has been in your community for 100 years, 
but now you wonder how your church can be connected 
to surrounding community. Community people see your 
church building as a strange museum.”

Hwang said there are two options – to react with fear, 
despair and helplessness, or we can take it as an opportu-
nity to experience God’s living power.

“We as God’s people take God’s words seriously and 
let them guide our lives,” she said. “Our loved ones lived 
unique lives, yet each one’s faith was deeply rooted in God 
words and lived them out. They are living testimonies to 
how important it is to meditate on God’s words and to 
teach other people with them.”

The second faith lesson was that the leaders got their 
feet wet first. “God requires a total commitment, a com-
plete trust without seeing the outcome,” Hwang said. “God 
requires us to get our feet wet first, without knowing the 
waters will part.”

Hwang said that what the church today lacks is neither 
new programs nor money but living testimonies. “What we 
need in the midst of the current of changes is our first-hand 
testimonies to God’s living power,” she said. “In fact our love 
ones who are being remembered today were the ones who 
lived out their faith and encouraged us to grow stronger in 
Christ. They supported us in difficult times and they walked 
with us in our faith journey. They were God’s living stones, 
standing tall and shining like a lighthouse calling people 
to safety in the midst of overwhelming currents. Our loved 
ones left a legacy on our hearts reminding us that we are 
also the living stones, God’s living testimony to today’s 
world.”

Richard L. Stolp Bettie Story G. L. Story, Jr.

ROLLOF THE DEAD: Lay persons

ROLL OF THE DEAD: Clergy members and spouses

ANNUAL CONFERENCE Roll of the Dead

Elizabeth Ann Hedgcock 
Charles W. Mann 

Ruth E. Mann
James A. Thompson, Sr.
Della Marie Yates
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allowed ourselves to be distracted by ideologies, policies, and 
bureaucracies.  And I think it must pain Jesus when we allow 
these distractions to keep us from our mission.  We should 
not be tolerating ideas of schism.  Instead, we should work 
together as the body of Christ and rally around our shared 
mission – to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor-
mation of this dark, broken, lonely world.

When we engage in causes of social justice, when we 
seek to bring a balance of good to the evil of the world, when 
we fight for those who cannot fight for themselves; that is 
when lives are changed, when disciples are made, and when 
the world is transformed in the name of Jesus Christ.

But if we want to tackle issues of social justice, we must 
work together.  For, together we are greater than the sum of 
our parts.  Together we have greater potential to complete 
the mission God has set before us.  And there are so many 

wonderful examples of this happening in 
our denomination….too many to count!   

A big example that comes to mind 
is UMCOR.  For 75 years, the United 
Methodist Committee On Relief has been 
focused on alleviating human suffering 
around the globe.  They do not focus on 
political beliefs or religious differences.  
They are simply laser focused on our mis-
sion.  They are out changing the world in 
the name of Jesus Christ in over 80 coun-
tries around the world.  They are bring-
ing aid to those who don’t have the basic 
necessities to live.  They are mourning with 
families who have lost loved ones.  They are 
helping lives to be put back together.  This 
organization is an amazing testament to the 
heart of United Methodists!

Then there is Imagine No Malaria, a United Methodist 
initiative dedicated to eradicating malaria from the earth.  To 
date, United Methodists have raised over 65 million dollars 
of our 75 million dollar goal.  That is 88 percent of funding 
raised!  And since 2007, the number of malaria related fatali-
ties has decreased by almost half!  How amazing!  One of the 
most astounding parts of Imagine No Malaria is that the vast 
majority of donations have come in the form of small dona-
tions.  That means people like you and me have funded the 
majority of the over 65 million dollars that has been raised.  
Talk about the Body of Christ at work!  God is at work in us, 
friends!

We are the body of Christ.  God is using all of us to 
change the world together.  We can try to do it on our own, 
but we won’t be nearly as effective.  For that woman in Nepal 
receiving help from UMCOR or the little boy in Liberia 
who no longer fears malaria - our unity is a necessity. For 

them, our unity is a life or death situation.  We must unite 
and become the church that God desires us to be – and that 
is a church that is in the world doing good – by sharing the 
gospel and serving others.

Are we always going to agree on the best method to 
make our mission happen?  Of course not.  I mean what 
other denomination do you know of that has both George 
W. Bush and Hillary Clinton as members?  Or Beyonce and 
Rush Limbaugh?  We are a diverse church!  And that means 
we hold varying views.  But, that’s okay.  Because different 
ideas, different approaches will reach different people and 
more lives will be changed as a result.  Since when do we 
have to agree completely with one another before we can 
work on the same mission?  Let our agreement be on the 
love of Jesus Christ.  Let our agreement be on the grace of 
God Almighty. 

As we continue on in our Annual Conference jour-
ney, as we explore the importance of the healing circle; of 
repentance, forgiveness, love, grace, healing, and unity, may 
we remember that it starts with knowing that strength can 
be found in differences, that our church is fortified by variety 
of thoughts and beliefs.  We are one body with many parts, 
seeking to serve God through our differences, united behind 
our shared mission.

May God be with us as we engage in holy conferencing.  
May God show us new ways to keep the “united” in United 
Methodist.  May he open our minds that we might be more 
accepting our differing opinions.  May he open our hearts 
that we would be moved to compassion for the least and 
the lost.  And may he open our ears that we might hear his 
still, small voice giving us guidance and direction.  God be 
with us as we seek to right the wrongs of this world, to bring 
justice to the outcasts, to love to the unloved, and to inspire 
hope for the hopeless.  Amen.

UNITED CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

waits for morning; yes, more than the night watch waits 
for morning! 7 Israel, wait for the Lord! Because faithful 
love is with the Lord; because great redemption is with 
our God!  8 He is the one who will redeem Israel from all 
its sin.

Out of a parent’s heart a King offered pain and love.  
Similarly, we have the tradition of the Psalmist who we 
can simply hear listening to the word the pain and love, 
the desire for this thing we call God’s steadfast love real-
ized, redemption from sin.  Two stories of two healings 
- repetitively offering repentance, in hope of resurrection 
and redemption.

The problem, just might be, is that we repetitively offer 
up out of the depth the ability to listen and to be listened 
to, for genuine attention, for our request of mercy, for 
forgiveness (not just from the little things but the things 
that take up our whole being.)  Especially, those things 
that take us away from the attention and promise of God’s 
steadfast love.  To offer up all of these things and be as 
anxious as if we were staying up all night like when we did 
when we were kids to see Santa.  To say we did it, because 
someone did it before (Israel did it before)… and they 
got redemption not just from some of the things but the 
things seen and unseen, the things that were left done 
and undone - because I need forgiveness for the things 
that I’ve done and left undone.  

Here in my hand is a tied piece of rope, it’s knotted to 
remember that I have knots in my life, the things that I 
need forgiveness for and need to let go.  It represents not 
just that I am forgiven, but that I still need be forgiven.  It 
represents the things that I’ve done and the things I’ve left 
undone, the pain and the love.  That the circle that was 
meant to share the pain, to listen, to love, to hope, to wit-
ness, to be in covenant and relationship because the circle 
is broken and it needs healed.  The Psalmist recognizes 
that the circles that they are a part of were broken as well, 
that it wasn’t just their job to repent on behalf of Israel, 
but to repent for themselves because they were a part of 
the problem as well.    

But how can you be a part of a circle where stories are told 
and when all you do is turn each healing circle into into a 
form of clockwork: into cold legislation, doctrinal dispute, 
fear to be honest with our churches and colleagues, fear 
of offering pain and love. Mechanical resolutions that 
have made us sick to our stomachs.   So as a young clergy, 

what I see us offering as a church/conference is not heal-
ing out of repentance (of admitting that we are a part of 
the problem and the systems that hurt and kill), but out of 
our being sick to our stomachs.  So perhaps I should tell 
you a story to remind you of why you’re here and as a 
remedy to a sick stomach.

When I was in 7th grade, I suffered from an illness that 
left me in a bed for 3 months.  My parents would have to 
take me to the bathroom.  In that time the only people 
who visited me were 2 teachers and 2 classmates.  You 
probably know this, but when you visit someone who’s 
sick, it changes their life and existence.  When I entered 
high school, I was approached by those same teachers.  
By then they knew I wasn’t exactly the best kid and not a 
church kid, but they offered me a chance to repent and I 
didn’t even know it.  They knew I was musically talented 
and asked me to play at church.  The only people who 
offered me spiritual and emotional healing were United 
Methodists, who invited me to church, the same church 
my Grandmother attended, where at 8, I heard God call 
me to ministry, where she looked at me and said, “one 
day you’ll do great things.”  Where by 18, I was their youth 
pastor and in 2 years we went from no youth group to 25, 

I became their family; my 
pastor became my mentor 
and a father.  It’s because of 
that that I never stopped re-
penting because the church 
set themselves aside so that 
I could be lowered down to 
meet Jesus because I was 
sick (spiritually and physical-
ly), and they saw it!   God has 
never stopped going ahead 
of me, of following, and 
pushing me, it’s because of 
grace that I repetitively re-
pent because I was put into 
a circle of people who with 
God healed me.

So today I acknowledge 
the pain I’ve felt, the pain 
I’ve put on others, the love 
that I felt and the love that 
I rejected or lost.  I come 
to the circle vulnerable 
because I need someone to 
hold me and hold me over 

and over again.  Because I am held by a church in which 
through Christ has literally saved my life.  Christ, through 
the church, has at 24 has given me a full-time job, a title, 
a house, a pension, multiple degrees (things which most 
my age do not have), that believed in me, that’s been my 
family, that I would do anything for, and tonight will make 
vows to obey, defend, and love with my whole being for 
all my life.  Christ, through you, (church) has turned me 
to constantly repent joyfully out of the depths, because 
you’re there, Christ is there.  Yet, I’m held by the church 
that also causes great pain repetitively, yet we’re on the 
night watch together, striving toward steadfast/faithful 
love. 

Healing the circle is healing the space to enter into stead-
fast love, which like a circle never ends.  Repentance is not 
a mechanical movement; it’s a doxology of redemption.  
Until we all can offer our pain and love, it will never be 
healed.  But this, brothers and sisters, is the night watch, 
and the morning… well… the morning of redemption is 
coming soon enough as future hope is met with repeti-
tive repentance.  So perhaps that’s why the Psalms were 
meant to be sung, to sing us into resurrection.

“Healing the circle is healing the 
space to enter into steadfast love, 
which like a circle never ends.  
Repentance is not a 
mechanical movement; 
it’s a doxology 
of redemption.”

ANNUAL CONFERENCE Morning Manna

“Together we are 
greater than the sum 
of our parts. 
Together we have 
greater potential to 
complete the 
mission God has 
set before us.”

UNITED CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
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Retirees challenged to continue in ministry
BY PAUL BLACK

PEORIA – The Retiree Class of 2015 was challenged by one of their 
own to stay connected even in retirement.

Referring to the second verse of the song Hymn of Promise,  Rev. 
Mark Myers said he firmly believes that the key to the future life and 
growth of The United Methodist Church is to be found rooted in the ex-
periences and continued ministry of the church’s retired pastors. “Take 
some trips, visit the grandkids, relax and enjoy life,” he said. “But heal 
and stay healthy; age gracefully and remember the words, ‘From the past 
will come the future; what it holds a mystery. Unrevealed until its season 
something God alone can see.”

Myers who is retiring with nearly 40 years of active service used the 
stories of four retired pastors and what he learned from them:

•  Dennis Hill, a seminary classmate who has a counseling and 
caring ministry: Retirement (even early) lets one focus on what 
we do best - e.g. pastoral counseling.

•  Ralph Totten, who served his home church, Olney First UMC, 
as a visitation pastor in retirement: Truly from the past comes an 
understanding of the future.

•  Charles Chadwell, former pastor of Greenville First 
UMC, who returned in retirement as a visitation pas-
tor: Prayer is more than lip service. He truly knew his 
people and their needs. “He 
talked about how tough it 
was to see friends grow old,” 
Myers said.

•  Dr. Wendell Robinson, who 
served Olney First UMC 
during Myers’ first year as 
an associate. When Myers 
returned as senior pastor 16 
years later, the church was 
having problems with the 
members split into three 

factions. “I started meeting up with him as my last visit every 
Friday,” Myers recalled. “He was in poor health but those Friday 
visits helped me to heal the church and possibly kept me in the 
ministry.”

Myers also paid tribute to Lerna and Johnstown, a two-point charge 
he pastored while at Eastern Illinois University. “If you are a church 
that has had student pastors, you have a special ministry in that you are 
shaping pastors,” he said. “I recall preaching at Fairview church east of 
Centralia where I preached my first sermon. It was a disaster of biblical 
proportions. I preached everything I knew in a 30-minute sermon with 
about 10 minutes worth of content.”

He also recalled a conversation with his parents after he decided 
to forego his student teaching during his senior year of college after 
articulating a call into the ministry. “My parents were supportive but 
they asked, ‘Don’t you think you ought to go ahead and do your student 
teaching? That way you have something to fall back on if preaching 
doesn’t work out for you’; a Plan B if you will.”

“Now, 40 years later, I was asked to speak today, I called my Mom 
and asked: Do you still think I should have 
done my student teaching?” Myers said. 
“She said, ‘It never hurts to have a Plan B.’”

Myers said that is the challenge he 
had for his fellow retirees as well as the 
laity. “Don’t take it too easy in retirement,” 
he added. “It’s time for Plan B. God, the 
church and yes, the Annual Conference 
still needs you.”

Bradford E. Henson
30 years 

Leroy B. Allison
36 years

Mark D. Amenda
12.75 years

J. Gary Billiot
10 years

Bruce W. Bolin Ghitalla
38 years 

James L. Cooper
20.75 years

J. Gregory Courtright
41 years

Donald L. DeJarnett 
33.5 years

Peggy Emmert
8 years 

David A. Estep
24 years

Linda Harrod
8 years 

Rebecca A. Laumeier
23.5 years

Roger L. McIntire
8.25 years

Sharon R. Monroe
22.5 years

Mark C. Myers
39 years

Raymond P. Owens
32 years  

Linda M. Peyla
22.75 years

John K. Prather
26 years

Thomas M. Pruett
30 years

Linda A. Richard
33 years

Roberta J. Shultz
8.75 years

Mark E. Slaatte
31 years

A. “Buzz” Swett 
10.5 years*

David R. Trover 
18.75 years

JULY 2015

13 

Honoring Our Retirees

HONORING OUR Retirees



ANNUAL CONFERENCE Photo Recap

JULY 2015

14 



ANNUAL CONFERENCE Photo Recapthe curren 

JULY 2015

15 



ANNUAL CONFERENCE DCM / Cabinet Addresses

Connectional Ministries’ Report: 
It’s time to thrive 
not survive

Here in this worn and weary land
Where many a dream has died

Like a tree planted by the water
We never will run dry

So living water flowing through
God we thirst for more of You
Fill our hearts and flood our souls
With one desire

Just to know You and
To make You known
We lift Your name on High
Shine like the sun 
Make darkness run and hide
We know we were made for so much more
Than ordinary lives
It’s time for us to more than just survive
We were made to thrive

Thrive by Casting Crowns

BY TOM LOGSDON
Director of Connectional Ministries

My name is Tom Logsdon and I’m your Direc-
tor of Connectional Ministries. My job, along 
with that of the staff with whom I’m privileged 
to work, is not to help your church survive.

That’s far too low a goal for the Church of God 
bought by the blood of Jesus Christ.

•  Our job is not to help you survive.

•  It’s to help you bear fruit.

•  It’s to help you thrive!

•  Your job is to “make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the 
world.”  That’s the fruit you’re expected to 
bear because:

The local church provides the most significant 
arena through which disciple-making occurs. 
It is a community of true believers under the 
Lordship of Christ. It is the redemptive fellowship 
in which the Word of God is preached by persons 
divinely called and the sacraments are duly 
administered according to Christ’s own appoint-
ment.

Under the discipline of the Holy Spirit, the church 
exists for the maintenance of worship, the edi-
fication of believers, and the redemption of the 
world (Book of Discipline, ¶201).

And it’s time for it to thrive!

Jesus told a parable in Luke 13, verses 6-9 
about a fig tree in a vineyard. The owner came 
looking for fruit, but there was none. He called 
his servant and said, “For three years I’ve come 
looking for figs on this tree, but there’s not 
any. Cut it down! Why should it waste space in 
my garden?”

The servant replied, “Let it alone, sir, one more 
year, and I will dig around its roots and spread 
manure. If it bears fruit next year, great! If not, 
you can cut it down.”

There are times as a DCM when I feel like I do 
a lot of digging and spreading manure.

I do it for one reason and one reason only.
I do it so your church can thrive.

I don’t care how pretty or gnarled the tree is. 
That doesn’t matters. What matters is that a 
thriving tree bears fruit and a fruitless tree 
wastes space in the garden.

As children of God, as congregations of The 
United Methodist Church,  we were made for 

so much more than ordinary lives. It’s time for 
us to more than just survive. We were made 
to thrive.

Call it “disruptive innovation” or “positive de-
viation” or “the work of the Holy Spirit,” some 
of you are in churches that are thriving while 
others in almost identical situations are barely 
hanging on.

Let me give you an example of some of our 
churches that are thriving and were honored 
yesterday by our Conference Committee on 
Evangelism.

Take Canton South Park UMC in the Illinois 
River District where Richard Atchley is pastor. 
They started last year with 48 members and 
took in 8 adults by Profession of Faith. Or 
Willow Hill UMC in the Embarras River District 
where Chuck Cunningham is pastor. They 
started 2014 with 11 members and took in 8 
by Profession of Faith.

Anyone care to calculate their percentage of 
growth?

Andy Adams is pastor of Quest UMC in the 
Iroquois River District. This fairly new congre-
gation of mostly young adults started 2013 
with 83 members and took in 12 people by 
Profession of Faith that year and another 16 in 
2014 – that’s 28 people by Profession of Faith 
in 2 years. 

In Rossville, also in the Iroquois River District, 
where Carl Mesiti is pastor, they started 2014 
with 158 members and took in 32 by Profes-
sion of Faith.

Carlinville, in the LaMoine River District, where 
Robert Taylor is pastor, started the year with 
467 members and took in 21 by Confirmation 
and another 2 by Profession of Faith.

And then there’s Fairview Heights Christ 
– Shane Bishop, Lead Pastor. They started 
2014 with 1646 members and took in 56 by 
Confirmation and another 81 by Profession of 
Faith, for a total of 137. That’s more than 2.6 
new members by Confirmation or Profession 
of Faith every Sunday of the year – even ice 
storms and Super Bowl Sunday!

It’s tough to compete with Fairview Heights 
Christ, but Geneseo First in the Spoon River 
District – Chris Ritter, Lead Pastor – is giv-
ing them a run for their money, after having 
grown right out of their previous category.  
One of two large United Methodist churches 
in a town of 7,000, Geneseo First was chosen 
to receive our denomination’s brand new One 
Matters award, complete with plaque and 
$1,000 check to encourage continued growth 
in the area of discipleship.

Why? Because they started 2013 with 487 

BY SYLVESTER WEATHERALL

PEORIA – Rev. Sylvester Weatherall encouraged lay and clergy members 
to step up their faith by ensuring Jesus is in the house, that Jesus is the reason we 
invite others to church and that Jesus is worth the trip.

Utilizing the story of Jesus and the paralytic in Mark 2, Weatherall asked, 
“There are 318.86 (2014) million people living in the United States today. With all 
of those people, why isn’t every church, represented in this room, filled to capac-
ity?”   

He noted that there are “literally thousands and thousands of churches across 
this nation; no matter where they are, in every community, one or two of them are 
growing.”  

In the Spoon River, Weatherall noticed “a lot of flash and pop big-box church-
es” that place all their effort on the Sunday morning show but have no benevolence 
or mission opportunities during the week. “I am finding it’s our Methodist churches 
that have the food pantry, the clothing bank and after-school ministries,” he said. 
“When people need help, they head for our flame and cross.”

The role of the church is to introduce people to Jesus so the Lord can change 
the world one heart at a time. 

“I believe Brothers and sisters that many of our churches aren’t growing be-
cause Jesus has been removed from the EVANGELISM equation,” Weatherall said. 
“We’ve dropped him from the team!”

“Evangelism is not a packaged program.  Evangelism, is using all of the gifts 
God has given us, to introduce people to Jesus,” he noted. “But I have discovered 
that:

•  We invite people to church potlucks, but not to JESUS.
•  We invite people to come hear the pastor preach, but not to JESUS.
•  We invite people to musicals, but not to JESUS.
•  We invite people to church weddings, but not to JESUS.
•  We invite people to Christian plays, but not to JESUS.
•  We invite people to bake sales and fish fry’s, but not to JESUS. 

“If we are going to change the world, we’re going to have to reestablish a con-
nection that apparently has been severed in evangelism.”

He explained that there are two components. “Here is the issue. On one hand 
– we have the loving and faithful God, who wants to have relationship with us,” 
Weatherall said. “On the other hand we’ve got sinful people who, since the trespass 
of Adam in the garden, sometimes separate from God’s will. And they are in need 
of a relationship with the Lord.”

Weatherall said that first, Jesus must be “in the house.” 
“God is calling us to step up our faith and make sure Jesus is in the house, 

noting that when that happens, “lives will be encouraged, people will be healed, 
families will be repaired, dreams will become reality, dark days will become lighter, 
the Down and Out will become the Up and Coming and Bling-Bling won’t mean a 
thing-thing!”

A second component is that “Jesus must be the reason” we invite or bring 
people to church. Returning to the Mark 2 text, Weatherall noted, “if our church 
is going to be relevant, Jesus must be the reason. It’s all about loving God and our 
neighbors.”

“Four men, knowing that Jesus was in the house, wanted to bring this man 
of the palsy to Jesus,” he said. “When was the last time you carried somebody to 
Jesus?”

But most importantly, the problem in Mark 2 was not because the house was 
full; the problem was that nobody wanted to make room for this man of the palsy.

“I’ve come to suggest that if we’re going to grow our churches, we’re going to 
need to make some room,” Weatherall said. “We’re going to need to scoot over, get 
out of the way, slide over, change pews, and get out of our normal seat. Somebody 
in the crowd, seeing a need, should have made room for this man of the palsy. 
Church becomes so ritualistic that the pew becomes ‘my pew,’ the class has become 
‘my class,’ the title has become ‘my title,’ and the church has become ‘my church.’ 
I’m excited because these men did whatever it took to get the man of the palsy to 
Jesus. They didn’t make church excuses. They did whatever it took to get somebody 
to Jesus.”

Stepping up in faith is important because Jesus is praying for us according to 
John 17. “My friends your Cabinet wants you to know, these prayers aren’t just for 
apostles - or more to the point – apostleship isn’t reserved for 12 individuals who 
died thousands of years ago,” he said.  “We are all called to be apostles, ambassa-
dors, witnesses to the resurrection. Just as God sent Jesus, so Jesus sends us. So we 
are asking you to step up to your faith.”

Step up 
your 
 faith
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Honduras Partnership ‘on the rise’
BY GREG GELZENNIS
Alton Main Street UMC

The IGRC’s Team Honduras 2015 is busy making 
final preparations for their June 21-28 trip to Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras. 

The Conference has been sponsoring Mission Trips 
to Honduras annually since 2012 and has been working 
specifically in the capital city of Tegucigalpa on the new 
Mission HQ site.

“This is a massive project and is still going to take 
at least two to three more years to complete,” said team 
leader Greg Gelzennis. “The project will be a total of five 
floors counting the basement when it is finished.”  

At press time, the team has been notified that they 
will be working on the third floor during their upcoming 
trip. The new Mission HQ project, when completed, will 
allow the Mission to move out of the rented building that 
they are presently occupying. It is also going to provide 
a new worship space for the Tegucigalpa Central Con-
gregation (now meeting on the completed lower level), 
provide needed housing for Mission Teams, training 
facility for the pastors and laity from the 18 church plants 
throughout the country, and badly needed storage for 
Mission vehicles and materials. Returning Team Member, 
Bridget Lewis (Wesley Foundation - SIUC & New Gradu-
ate) said, “I am so excited to see the progress at the site.”  
Lewis added, “It was just a ditch and we had to move 
LOTS of heavy boulders when I was there in 2013.”

The 2015 Team is made up of:  Susan Burns, IGRC 
Staff; two SIUC Students - Kaitlyn Conrad and Bridget 
Lewis; three members from Peoria First UMC in Peoria - 
Pastor Adrian Garcia, Mark Waldon and John Mayfield; 
five members from Morton UMC - Pastor Lori Harvey, 

David Johnston, Alex Smith, Jennifer Dalton and Kas-
sidy Hutchinson; Lisa Nordstrum from Bishop Hill, and 
Greg Gelzinnis from Alton Main Street UMC. Gelzinnis, 
Garcia, Lewis, Waldon, and Nordstrum are Honduras 
veterans, and the balance of the team will be going to 
Honduras for the first time.

In addition to their construction work on the new 
HQ, the team will also be providing VBS for the children 
of the Tegucigalpa Central Church and those from the 
surrounding community. Alex Smith from Morton UMC 
is coordinating the Team’s VBS activities. 

“This trip will include lots of firsts for me -- my first 
time out of the United States, my first time on a plane, 
and my first time to do VBS with children from another 
country,” Smith said. “I am excited to see the ways kids 
are the same...and different.”

Individual IGRC Churches also continue to be 
involved in the work of the Mission in Honduras. At this 
time, Alton Main Street UMC will be making 
their sixth trip to Honduras this June; Sulli-
van First UMC has an on-going partnership 
with the church in La Ceibita; Bloomington 
Wesley UMC has been working on the 
HQ project and doing Medical Missions 
in Tegucigalpa the last three years, and 
Fairview Heights Christ UMC continues 
to be involved with a church plant in the 
second largest city of Honduras, San 
Pedro Sula. 

If you would like to be a part of 
the Honduras Mission, our next trip is 
scheduled for June 18-26, 2016. Scholar-
ship opportunities do exist for those 
going to Honduras for the first time. 
Please contact Bunny Wolfe in the 

Conference Office or Greg Gelzinnis by e-mail at hondur-
asimt@gmail.com or cell phone at 618-550-9291. Greg 
would also be happy to discuss how your church could 
participate in the In Mission Together program with one 
of our 18 Mission Initiative Churches in Honduras...He 
will even come 
to YOU if that is 
helpful!

Thank you to 
the Conference 
for your contin-
ued support of the 
Honduras Mission 
and please continue 
to keep our Broth-
ers and Sisters in 
Honduras in your 
prayers.

BY J. KEITH ZIMMERMAN
Liberia Partnership Chairman

We have stayed in touch with our partners 
via phone and e-mails and kept our relation-
ship with Liberia strong.  Our efforts included 
promoting relief efforts to provide sanitation 
supplies and food.  To this end, we have been 
able to send $3,000 in food assistance every 
other month since last September to help 
with the rising cost of food and lost income.  
Many churches also contributed to the Ebola 

crisis through UMCOR’s International Disaster Re-
sponse Advance #982450.

The Ebola outbreak required postponing all of our 
planned work trips.  At this writing, we celebrate that 
Liberia was declared Ebola Free on May 9.  We con-
tinue to monitor the situation and are hopeful that 
a trip planned for late December to work with water 
and sanitation trainings, install water filters and train 
young adult leaders in Liberia, as well as a second trip 
in January 2016 can proceed as planned. 

Against all odds, building projects continued at 
Bethany UMC in Buchanan, and New Hope UMC in 
Paynesville. Thanks be to God that our partnership has 
persevered through the Ebola outbreak and will be 

essential in helping with the recovery and redevelopment in 
post-Ebola Liberia.

Pastor Salary Support for the Liberia United Methodist clergy 
continues to be a priority of the team. This need has been 
heightened significantly by the Ebola outbreak and many pas-

tors are serving without salary, particularly in the rural areas.  
Gifts to Pastor Salary Support, Advance #15124A were 
$68,789.54 in 2014.

Scholarship Support remains a priority as well.  At last 
Annual Conference, we began a new scholarship program 
through which a sponsor could send a child that was known 
by name to a school in Liberia for one year.  The Ebola out-
break caused the schools to be closed until early March, but 
they are now open and study has resumed.  Through the 
generosity of many persons in our conference more than 200 
children are being sent to school.  Our goal is to double the 
number of scholarships for the 2015-2016 school year.  With so 
many Ebola orphans, our scholarship assistance is all the more 
critical. Each scholarship gift of $175 per child provides tuition 
and supplies, uniforms and shoes.  In addition, our conference 
is supporting Roland Wotorson who is a junior at United Meth-
odist University.  Gifts to the Scholarship Advance #15125B in 
2014 totaled $32,961.16. In addition to this, many churches 
and individuals made direct payments to assist students.

Last November, your Liberia partnership team co-sponsored 
a third gathering of partners in Farmington Hills, Mich., which 
was attended by nearly 100 persons.  Presentations featured 
General Board of Global Ministries leadership and two live 
Skype sessions led by George Wilson, Director of Connectional 
Ministries, and Helen Roberts Evans, Director of Education and 
Ministry, from the Liberia Conference Center in Monrovia.  

Preparations have already begun for the 2015 Liberia Partners 
Summit to be held at the same site Nov. 13-14.  Bunny Wolfe 
and Keith Zimmerman continue to serve  as co-chairs of the 
Steering Committee for the event. 
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members and took in 57 by Profession of Faith 
in 2013 and another 41 in 2014, for a total of 98 
people by Profession of Faith over a two-year 
period.

The other church in our Conference to receive 
the brand new One Matters plaque and cash 
award is Midland UMC in Kincaid, in the San-
gamon River District where Linda Vonck is pas-
tor. Kincaid is a blue-collar community of about 
1,500 people and Midland UMC averages less 
than 100 in worship, but they took in 40 people 
by Profession of Faith in 2013 and another 7 in 
2014, for a total of 47 people over a two-year 
period.

Don’t tell me it can’t be done. There are churches 
of every size all around our Conference taking in 
people by Baptism, Confirmation, and Profes-
sion of Faith and others with a goose egg year 
after year after year in their Profession of Faith 
column. 

Some are doing it. Others don’t know how or 
don’t care and I’m sick and tired of their igno-
rance and apathy. 

Get out your Conference Journal. Find a church 
near your church or one like your church that’s 
taking in members by Profession of Faith and let 
them teach you how to do it.

Preach about a personal relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ until you have one, then 
preach a personal relationship with God through 
Jesus Christ because you’ve got one, then 
preach a personal relationship with God through 
Jesus Christ until everyone has one – and don’t 
leave them amputated from the body of Christ. 

Link them together with other believers through 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Profession of Faith 
into a church family, a congregation that will 
help them grow and bear fruit.

In your packet when you arrived this year was 
a brochure listing our Congregational Develop-
ment and Connectional Ministries staff who are 
ready and willing to assist you and the things 
they can do to help your church thrive.

Some of us plant, others water.
Some dig. Some spread manure.
May God grant us growth and more!
May God make us fruitful!
May God make us thrive!

the healing mission.  Moses eventually leads the Israelites out of 
Egypt and into the desert.  That HAD to have been an uncomfort-
able decision for Moses to make, and an uncomfortable conver-
sation for Moses to have with his followers.  “Hey guys, let’s go 
into the desert without anything to drink for three days. It will 
lead us to a place of healing, I promise!”  In the midst of the whin-
ing and complaining from the thirsty bunch, Moses is still able 
to rise above the fray of intense emotions and talk with God.  In 
Godly fashion, God delivers both water and eventually food.

My “Prom Queen” mentality yearns for everyone to like me.  I 
don’t want to be uncomfortable.  A part of me even wants to stay 
for a moment in the intense fray of emotions that comes with 
a wounded people.  However, the Prom Queen mentality does 
not lead to healing.  How can you hear God’s voice if you, as a 
leader, sit in the middle of chaos and confusion?  How can trying 
to make everyone comfortable ever make any one person truly 
healthy or healed?   

Moses’ brother Aaron was, arguably, a better speaker than Moses, 
but because he had a Prom King mentality, he would fail as a 
successful leader of healing.  When left to his own devices, Aaron 
quickly implemented a jewelry party and erected a golden calf 
idol at the request of the people.   This kind of distracting, harm-
ful behavior doesn’t facilitate healing.  Being a people-pleaser 
often times just creates more chaos.  

Once proper leadership is established, we are going to take a 
cue from Mark chapter five in the next step of our How-To Guide 
to healing.   It is here where Jesus asks a demon-possessed 
man what his name is.  Once the man reveals that his name is 
“Legion,” and the demons within him beg Jesus to be released, 
the demons were then sent into two thousand pigs nearby who 
subsequently jumped off a cliff and drowned in a lake.   

Humbling self, naming our demons
This narrative is most likely appalling to PETA, but very helpful 
for us as we strive towards healing.  Step 2 of our How-To Guide 
suggests that, we must humble ourselves and honestly name 
our demons before any true healing can probably take place.  
Once the wounded and mentally ill man named his demons to 
Jesus – he was freed from them.  

Humbling ourselves as individuals and as a community while 
honestly naming the demons in our midst can be extremely 
uncomfortable.  For those of us who are determined to always 
having an enemy in life…for those of us who thrive on having an 
“us vs. them” mentality…what are we truly holding onto?  Why 
do we find the need to make fellow sinners “worse” than us?  
Perhaps we need to come out and name the demon of fear.  The 
fear that if THAT sinner is loved by God, then why I am working so 
hard to be righteous?  The fear that if everyone truly loves every 
neighbor, my piety will no longer be held in high esteem.  The 
fear that I may no longer be special…because everyone is special 
in the eyes of God.  

Or maybe we need to name the demon of ego.  Is the ministry 
about the mission of making disciples or is the ministry about 
you?  It’s amazing how quickly the most dedicated of Christians 
can turn a cause or ministry into their very own idol.  The failure 
of the ministry is then largely viewed as a failure of self.  OR…
maybe some of us well-meaning United Methodists need to ask 
ourselves, “Are we really doing these things out of love, or should 
we name the demon of  ‘control?’”  

Our friend Legion in Mark 5 also demonstrates that we have to be 
willing to part with our named demons in order to become truly 
healed people.  The demons within Legion were begging Jesus to 
be released, but do we want to part with our demons so easily?  
Sometimes it’s comforting to hold on to our anger, our shame, 
our ego.  Our demons can become so familiar to us that they 
begin to feel like a warm blanket.  So the next time you’re won-
dering why the healing process doesn’t seem to be working for 
you or your community, perhaps it should be examined whether 
or not we are willing to honestly name our wounds, our demons, 
and if we are truly ready to be freed from their weight.  

Forgiveness is not the same as healing
Finally, we head back to the Old Testament to allow the story of 
Jacob and Esau to illustrate our third step in our How-To Guide 
to Healing.   These brothers show us what the healing process 
realistically does or does not look like.  You see, Jacob was liter-
ally a trickster from the womb, and after stealing his older twin 
brother’s birthright, Esau had plenty of reasons to be sore at his 
little brother.  There were many open wounds within this family 
dynamic.  

The two meet up years later and Esau is accompanied by four 
hundred men leaving Jacob ready to pee in his pants, and under-
standably so.  Jacob knows that he’s really screwed up the rela-
tionship.  However, much to Jacob’s surprise, Esau runs up to his 
little manipulative brother in Genesis 33:4, hugs him, and kisses 
Jacob.  Jacob tries to bribe Esau while continuously referring to 
him as, “lord,” letting Esau and us know that Jacob is accepting 
blame in the relationship.   Esau refuses Jacob’s gifts and the two 
go their separate ways.   We don’t hear about Esau again until the 

end of Genesis 35 when the two brothers reunite to bury their 
father, Isaac.  

Even though fault is admitted on Jacob’s behalf and forgiveness 
is granted in an Old Testament kind-of-way by Esau, thus, pav-
ing the way for healing between the two twins, this particular 
healing situation doesn’t result in birthday parties, weekly card 
nights, and family trips to Camel Land.  Sometimes healing can 
happen without having a relationship tied up in a pretty bowed.  
Sometimes healing can happen with things being left unsaid.  
Sometimes healing can occur without looking like a Hallmark 
movie.  

Our personalities are not one-size-fits all and neither are our 
beliefs, even within The United Methodist Church.   To accept, 
forgive, and love one another throughout the healing process, 
we must be honest with ourselves and realize that not all healed 
relationships warrant friendship bracelets.  That doesn’t mean 
we can’t coexist…but it also doesn’t mean that we have to force 
inauthentic interactions that aren’t necessarily helpful or healthy 
to either party.

Healing is the work of the Holy Spirit
Is it disappointing to realize not all relationships come to a tried 
and true perfect conclusion once healing begins?  Sure.  But what 
these examples show us is that we as mere humans are not in 
the healing business.  We simply don’t have the power to do so.  
Healing, my friends, is in the Holy Spirit’s job description.  So, take 
“healing hearts” off of your to-do this list.  We can help facilitate 
change as strong leaders, but, ultimately, people cannot heal 
people.  

Psalm 103:2-3 says:

2 Praise the LORD, my soul,
    and forget not all his benefits—
3 who forgives all your sins
    and heals all your diseases,

In Hebrew, the word for “disease” could also mean “grief.”  Only the 
One who created us has the power to heal whatever grieves us…
whatever grieves this community…this nation…this world.

After we are wounded…and we begin to heal, a scar will form 
our hearts.  Just like the extra collagen used to scar wounds on 
our skin, our hearts at first will feel tough.  There may even be 
an occasional stabbing pain as the scar begins to take shape. We 
may find ourselves irritable, cautious, and defensive. Healing may 
not feel or look like healing at all.  However, over time, these scars 
begin to soften and flatten and actually become more sensitive, 
just as the scars on our skin become increasingly sensitive to mo-
tion and UV rays.  

I would argue, that once God heals our aching hearts, we come 
out on the other side as more knowledgeable, more compas-
sionate, and more empathetic Christians.  And just as Rev. Cox 
explained that we are stronger when we are united…we are 
stronger when we use our past pains to rally around those whose 
hearts are currently grieving.  

You see, just as a virus can be infectious, so can healing.  Once 
healed by God’s undeserving love and grace, we can then use 
our softened, healing, empathetic hearts to ensure all others who 
are stricken with some kind of emotional or spiritual disease can 
know that they are accepted, just as we have been.  And, thus, 
the Circle of Healing can begin. For as United Methodists, we are 
united in mission, united in Christ, united in sin…and in our need 
for Spirit’s healing power. 

Let’s heal together, learn together, and be sure not to hoard all of 
God’s grace for ourselves.  For it is by Christ’s wounds that WE are 
healed, and with our wounded, scarred hearts, we can create a 
safe, compassionate space for future wounded disciples who may 
humbly love and serve the Ultimate Healer.  

Praise God who knows all about us, and yet, loves and forgives 
us just the same.  Praise God who has gifted us with the ultimate 
How-To Guide when it comes to healing.  Praise God who, in 
the form of Jesus Christ, understands the pain of physical and 
emotional open wounds, and praise God for the healing future 
that awaits the bold, scarred leaders of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference. Amen.

Photo courtesy of Erin Totten
The Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry, the 5 
Wesley Foundations, and the conference Young Adult Commit-
tee sponsored their first “ Buy One, Give One” lunch.  During 
lunch, 50 volunteers packaged 1400 pounds of rice equalling 
1400 meals.  These are being donated to Peoria First UMC’s 
Loaves and Fish ministry, who will share a portion with other 
feeding ministries in Peoria.  This was all done in less than a 
hour.

HEALING CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10 “Sometimes healing 
can happen with things 
being left unsaid. 
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Legislative 

Item Title Action Taken

101 Organizational Motions Approved by hand vote

102 Bar of the Clergy Session Approved by hand vote

103 Bar of the Laity Session Approved by hand vote

104 2016 Budget -- CCFA Approved 726-19

105 CCFA Policies and Guidelines Approved 733-16

106 Conference Board of Pensions Approved 712-15

107 Standing Rule on Policy and Procedure Statements (2/3 vote) Approved 764-30

108 Standing Rule on Amendments to Standing Rules (2/3 vote) Approved 765-22

109 Standing Rule on Annual Conference Membership and 
Equalization Process (2/3 vote)

Whitaker Amendment Approved 673-22
Approved as amended 764-30

110 Standing Rule on Proposals Impacting Health Benefits (2/3 vote) Approved 776-16

111 Standing Rule on Internet Service for Clergy (2/3 vote)
Van Giesen Motion to Refer 

failed 380-419
Tabled 582-192

112 Standing Rule on Sale of Camp and Retreat Properties (2/3 vote) Approved 685-94

113 Equitable Compensation Approved 732-61

114 Nominations Policy - Filling Vacancies Approved 744-38

115 Repeal of Clergy Email Approved 763-81

116 Discontinuation - Cahokia Park UMC Approved 774-59

117 Discontinuation - Cubbage Chapel UMC Approved 819-37

118 Discontinuation - Edwards UMC Approved 832-35

119 Discontinuation - Elizabethtown UMC Approved 814-34

120 Discontinuation - Elm Grove UMC Approved 833-43

121 Discontinuation - Fairview UMC (near Bridgeport) Approved 835-36

122 Discontinuation - Fortney UMC Approved 833-29

123 Discontinuation - Hopewell UMC (near Mt. Vernon) Approved 829-35

124 Discontinuation - Kingston UMC Approved 815-28

125 A Vital and Thriving Camp and Retreat Ministry Davis Amendment failed 379-542
Approved 494-292

126 Covenant with Evenglow Lodge Approved 845-12

127 Healthy Families, Healthy Planet Further Action Approved 612-121

128 GC Petition - Eradicating Modern-Day Slavery Approved 751-37

129 Discontinuation - Kane UMC Approved 778-45

130 IGRC Abuse Prevention Policy Approved 848-33

201 GC Petition - Amending Chargeable Offenses Failed 387-493

202 GC Petition - Respect for Meat Animals, Fish, Fowl Failed 405-407

203 Family Management of Jensen Woods Camp Ruled Out of Order

204 The Future of Jensen Woods Camp Failed 384-563

205 Postpone Jensen Woods decision to form 501(c)3
Schultz Amendment approved 

707-170 (ruled out of order); 
Schultz Amendment 2 approved 863-41;

Approved as amended 802-95

206 Delay Camp Decision to Establish Action Plans

Renner Amendment approved 692-201
Crozier Amendment failed 218-285

Croxton Amendment ruled out of order
Failed 279-517

208 Giving Thanks for the Gifts of Farming Approved 552-178

209 Caterpillar, Israel and Palestine Approved 401-337

210 GC Petition - Change in Resolution Submission Process Approved 449-391

Report 301 Advance Specials and 5-Star Challenge - 2016 Received 876-22

Report 302 Treasurer’s Report Received 703-11

Report 303 Trustees’ Report Received by hand vote

Report 304 Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund Received by voice vote

Report 305 United Methodist Foundation Received by voice vote

Report 306 Response to 2014 LI 204 on Inclusiveness Lobacz motion to refer failed 389-492
Received 527-366

Report 307 Africa University Report Received by hand vote

Report 308 IGRC Committee on Nominations Received 701-79

Legislative 
Votes

Delegate
Elections

CLERGY
GENERAL CONFERENCE

Sylvester Weatherall
Andy Adams
Sava Isbell
Bob Phillips
Chris Ritter

LAITY
GENERAL CONFERENCE

Rhonda Witaker
Bunny Wolfe
Bobby Davis

Kimberly Woods
Steve Schonert

CLERGY
JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE

Randy Robinson
Roger Ross

Janice Griffith
Rose Booker-Jones

Beth Fender

LAITY
JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE

Larry Weber
Marian McCray
Anish Hermon

Fred Iutzi
Carol Sims

CLERGY
ALTERNATE

Keith Zimmerman
Nicole Cox
Dennis Price

LAITY
ALTERNATE

Melissa Calvillo
Carolyn Yockey

LaVon Wilson
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE 5-Star Churches/ Evangelism Awards

Rucker, CRAVE named Denman Award Winners
BY PAUL BLACK

PEORIA – A second career pastor 
who has brought a “spiritual awaken-
ing” to his congregation and a young 
adult group that formed a new 
worship experience that is reaching 
between 40 and 70 persons weekly 
are the 2015 Harry Denman Evange-
lism Award recipients for the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference.

In addition, two IGRC pastors who 
have demonstrated a consistent 
trend of growth in their ministries 
have been named the first One Mat-
ters Award sponsored by Disciple-
ship Ministries (formerly the General 
Board of Discipleship).

The awards were announced and 
presented during the John Wesley 
Fellowship of Illinois dinner Thursday 
at Annual Conference.

Mike Rucker, pastor of Trenton First 
UMC in the Mississippi River District, 
was named the clergy Denman 
recipient and CRAVE, a ministry of 
Rosewood Heights St. Paul UMC in 
the Mississippi River District, was the 
laity recipient.

Rev. Chris Ritter, pastor of Geneseo 
First UMC in the Spoon River District, 
and the Rev. Linda Vonck, pastor of 
Midland UMC in the Sangamon River 
District, were selected as the first One 
Matter Award recipients.

Mike Rucker
Mike Rucker gave his 
life to Christ at age 
33 and left a family-
owned business to 
enter the ministry. 
He frequently speaks 
of up all his old habit and his past 
and moving forward for the Lord.

“In 2010, Mike was appointed pas-
tor at Trenton First UMC,” explained 
staff-parish chair Bill Simonson, who 
nominated Rucker. “A ‘church lady’ 
commented following the sermon 
that first Sunday that he would bring 
a spiritual awakening to Trenton 
First and it is happening! Mike brings 
excitement and gives hope.”

A pastor of all ages, Rucker is in-
novative in using whatever means 
to share Christ with the community 
– whether through puppets, through 
walking in parades or having his 
band, “The Misfits,” play. He has 
directed or served as Spiritual Leader 
for 19 Walks to Emmaus; and has 
participated in mission trips at Mardi 
Gras, the Indianapolis 500 and the 
Kentucky Derby.

“A helper of Christ is what I see in 
Mike Rucker,” added Doug Magnu-
son. “One who is led by the Holy 
Spirit for the sole purpose of leading 
souls to Christ. A true disciple of Je-
sus who one day will hear, ‘well done 
my good and faithful servant.’ And 
this is what I want to become – a true 
disciple of Christ.”

CRAVE
Several years ago, a group consisting 
of Marie Brown, Michael Cathorall, 
Joy Miller, Kevin Rader, Lindsey Rader 
and Ryan Tite began meeting to do 
Bible Study and experience Christian 

fellowship. The group, which grew up 
at Rosewood Heights St. Paul UMC.

In a demographic group largely 
missing in today’s church, each has 
found individual ministries within the 
church, but as they reached adult-
hood, they began to struggle with 
the realization the church was slowly 
losing membership and there didn’t 
seem to be a strong connection to 
their age group.

This core group began in 2014 study-
ing the book of Acts. In October, the 
group met with pastor Darryl Fansler 
and shared their vision for a new con-
temporary service, called Awakening.  
Asking for a six-month trial period, 
the group held practice and preview 
services monthly in October, Novem-
ber and December with a launch on 
Jan. 10, 2015.

With Fansler’s support and the bless-
ing from the St. Paul congregation, 
the service, which aims to “attract 
and fill a need for those who are con-
sciously or subconsciously seeking 
a relationship with God, but do not 
currently have an intimate relation-
ship.”

The service is casual, intimate, family-
friendly. Attendance varies from 40 to 
70 . Although music is contemporary, 
the service is a throwback to early 
Methodism – heavy on personal 
testimonies, centered around prayer, 
entire laity-led and ending with Com-
munion and traditional liturgy.

“My role has been that of coach, 
cheerleader, resource provider and 
spending all the chips I had accu-
mulated from a long pastorate to 
counter the arguments that ‘we have 
never done something like this be-
fore,’ Fansler said. “The pleasure I have 
received from this process has been 
watching those children and youth 
whom I had mentored in Confirma-
tion Class burn so very brightly for 
God. Although I have been on the 
Awakening Team, I’ve let CRAVE and 
others take the lead because this 
service isn’t for my generation but 
theirs.”

Chris Ritter
One of the fastest 
growing churches 
in the IGRC is Gen-
eseo First UMC, and 
pastor Chris Ritter 
attributes that 
growth to several factors:

•  Widespread buy-in on our 
simple battle cry:  “People Need 
Jesus!”

•  Openness to the Holy Spirit and 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

•  Prayer.  Not praying through 
prayer requests, but basking in 
God’s presence. A team of 30 
men pray for the pastor daily 
and pray in pairs during each of 
the worship services.

•  Strong male ministry and leader-
ship with a complete openness 
to the contribution and leader-
ship of women.

•  Willingness to approach ministry 
in fresh ways.

•  Streamlined leadership structure 
and fully staff with a focus on 
ministry not administration

•  Attention to high-impact wor-
ship and high-quality music.

Last year, Geneseo First had 41 
professions of faith – third to Fair-
view Heights Christ (with 137) and 
Washington Crossroads (with 43). The 
previous year, Geneseo First had 57 
and broke the 500-member barrier. 
The church finished a capital cam-
paign May 17 to finance expansion of 
the church facility to accommodate 
growth.

Linda Vonck 
Located in a small, 
blue collar town 
of Kincaid and a 
population of 1400 
and less than 100 in 
attendance, Midland UMC could easily 
be overlooked, but the ministry that 
continues to happen  led one evange-
lism committee member to say, “God 
is doing something there.”

Under the leadership of pastor Linda 
Vonck, Midland’s average worship 
attendance in 2013 was 95. They 
had 22 baptisms, 40 professions of 
faith and lost one member to death. 
In 2014, Midland had 7 professions 
of faith which placed the church in 
the top 10 percent in its statistical 
category.

Midland UMC gave 11.2 percent of 
their giving to missions. 

About the awards
The Denman Evangelism Award is 
named for the late Dr. Harry Den-
man, distinguished lay evangelist, 
whom Dr. Billy Graham called “my 
mentor in evangelism.” The award is 
made possible by The Foundation for 
Evangelism, which was founded in 
1949 by Dr. Denman. Dr. Denman felt 
it was the business of every Christian 
to be an evangelist. It is most fitting 
that annual conferences today honor 
persons who carry out the spirit of 
Harry Denman.

The Denman Evangelism Award 
honors an IGRC United Methodist 
lay, youth lay and clergy person who 
exhibits unusual and outstanding ef-
forts for work in Christian evangelism 
by faithfully carrying out the mission 
of “making disciples of Jesus Christ.”

The One Matters Award is a new 
award through Discipleship Minis-
tries of The United Methodist Church 
which recognizes churches and lead-
ers who are turning things around in 
making disciples of Jesus Christ. 

The award seeks to encourage 
churches to begin reversing the 
trend that saw more than 70 percent 
of UMC congregations in the United 
States not recording any baptisms for 
anyone age 13 or older in 2013; and 
55 percent did not baptize anyone 
age 12 and under, according to the 
General Council on Finance and 
Administration (GCFA). In addition, 
50 percent of local churches did not 
have any professions of faith that 
year. 

Church Growth Awards
Awards given for the most professions of faith in 
each given membership category

Membership 1-50 
Canton South Park UMC, 
Illinois River District, Richard L. 
Atchley, pastor and Willow Hill 
UMC, Embarras River District, 
Chuck Cunningham,pastor – 8 
Professions of Faith

Membership 51-100 
Quest UMC, Iroquois River 
District, Andy Adams, pastor – 
16 Professions of Faith

Membership 101-250 
Rossville UMC, Iroquois River 
District, Carl Mesiti, pastor – 
32 Professions of Faith

Membership 251-500 
Carlinville UMC, LaMoine River 
District, Robert Taylor, pastor – 
23 Professions of Faith

Membership 501+ 
Fairview Heights Christ UMC, 
Mississippi River District, 
Shane Bishop, pastor – 137 
Professions of Faith

Cache RD
West Eden UMC
Carbondale First UMC
Carmi Emmanuel UMC
Hallidayboro UMC
Elkville UMC
Golconda UMC
Ware UMC
Stiritz UMC
Powers UMC
Sunfield UMC
Tate’s Chapel UMC

Embarras RD
Casey UMC
Charleston Wesley UMC
Kedron UMC
Marshall First UMC
Oak Ridge UMC
Paris First UMC
Shelbyville First UMC
West Liberty UMC

Illinois RD
Boyd’s Grove UMC
Trivoli UMC
Morton UMC
Pekin Grace UMC

Iroquois RD
Arcola UMC
Bellflower UMC
Champaign Faith UMC
Champaign First UMC
Crescent City UMC
Weedman UMC
Tuscola UMC
Weldon UMC

Kaskaskia RD
Garrison Temple UMC
Odin UMC
Kinmundy First UMC
Lancaster UMC
Mt. Vernon First UMC
Mt. Vernon West Salem 
     Trinity UMC
St. Francisville UMC
Sandoval UMC
Patoka UMC
Boulder UMC
Vandalia First UMC

Lamoine RD
Christ UMC

Jacksonville Asbury UMC
Jacksonville Grace UMC
Manchester UMC
Murrayville UMC
Modesto UMC
Quincy Vermont Street UMC
Rural UMC

Mississippi RD
Carlyle UMC
Huey UMC
Caseyville UMC
East Alton First UMC
Fairview Heights Prospect 
     Park UMC
Granite City Nameoki UMC
Medora UMC
New Baden UMC
Troy UMC
Worden UMC
Wanda UMC

Sangamon RD
Auburn UMC
Elkhart UMC
Bissell UMC
Chatham UMC
Cisco UMC
Decatur First UMC
Decatur Grace UMC
Hartsburg UMC
Decatur Sharon UMC

Spoon RD
Bushnell UMC
Hills Grove UMC
East Moline Christ UMC
Fairfield UMC
Galesburg First UMC
Hillsdale UMC
Good Hope UMC
Port Byron First UMC
Williamsfield UMC

Vermilion RD
Ebenezer UMC
Bloomington Wesley UMC
Bonfield Evangelical UMC
Bourbonnais Grace 
     Community UMC
Braceville UMC
Normal Calvary UMC
Normal First UMC
Saunemin UMC
Verona UMC

5-Star 
Mission Churches for 2014
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE Conference News and Reportsthe curren 

By Lauretta Scheller
IGRC Archivist

PEORIA – Conference Historian, the Rev. 
Richard Chrisman, was honored by the IGRC 
Historical Society at its annual luncheon for 
31 years of service in preserving the stories 
and history of the people called Methodists in 
Illinois.

The luncheon featured a This is Your Life 
presentation on Chrisman, who is stepping 
down this year. 

We have become accustomed to our 
conference historian presenting us with an 
historical topic of Illinois Methodism that he 
has uncovered and found intriguing.   

Richard grew up a farmer’s son in both 
Illinois and Indiana the family finally returning 
to Illinois to settle on a farm in Danville when 
he was eleven.  He grew up as a United Brethren, attending 
Farmer’s Chapel in Danville.  As a student at Bismarck high 
school, he worked on the school newspaper and edited the 
school year book.  He participated in the 4-H Club, raising 
chickens, where he met his future wife, Anna Marie, a fellow 
4H-er who raised sheep.  Her family attended the Bowman 
Avenue Methodist Church.

While a junior in high school he felt a calling to the min-
istry.  He received his license to preach from Bowman Avenue 
in 1950.  After high school graduation he began his studies 
at Danville Junior College and transferred at the end of the 
first year to Illinois Wesleyan, stepping onto a campus where 
his great-grandfather Boggess had graduated from during the 
university’s early years. Richard attributes his religious convic-
tions to Dr. Lowell Hazzard, a Central Illinois Conference 
elder and professor for 28 years at Wesleyan.  

He continued with his education at Wesleyan supple-
menting on-campus classes with correspondence courses.  
Following his  graduation in 1953 with a Bachelor’s Degree 
in sociology, he continued his education at Garrett Biblical 
Institute for his Bachelor’s of Divinity.  The bachelor’s degree 
became a five year odyssey at Garrett.  All during this busy 
time of schooling and pastoral work, Richard and Anna Marie 
became the parents of four children, Nancy, Paul, Greg and 
Stephen so there was some recreation time available.

Richard’s interest in rural churches grew from his 
beginnings as a farmer’s son and his appointments to rural 
churches, further encouraged by two professors - Dr. Samuel 
Ratcliffe at Illinois Wesleyan and Dr. Rockwell “Rocky” Smith 
at Garrett.  With Dr. Smith’s influence Richard was selected 
to conduct church and community studies in Illinois, Indiana 
and Wisconsin.  His thesis “The Relationship of Farm Ten-
ancy to Participation in the Methodist Churches of Central 
Illinois” was the culmination of these studies of small rural 
congregations.  At the request of the Board of Missions of the 
Methodist Church, Richard surveyed the rural churches in the 
Wisconsin Dells Charge, published later by the Board in 1966.  
This work brought notice to Richard for a nomination to the 
Nebraska Council of Churches and the Board of Missions of 
the Methodist Church.  Even though he didn’t secure either 
position, it was an honor to be nominated.

In October 1974 the conference appointed Richard as di-
recting pastor to Streator Grace, Hope and Manville.  He was 
assisted by Thomas Marean.  Manville, however, closed within 
a few months.  At this charge working with the youth was a 
little easier as he had an excellent volunteer leader.  The youth 
ministry traveled work trips to Wiley College and Kentucky.  
In Kentucky they aided the Appalachian Service Project with 
home repairs.  At Streator Grace, the historian in Richard was 
ignited.

A church member Ralph Hoobler and a great-grandson 
of a United Brethren preacher, John Hoobler, recounted 
stories of John’s life as an early circuit rider in the Wabash Val-
ley.  Intrigued, Richard researched in public libraries, archives 
and historical societies, corresponding across the country, 
and in Richard’s words “taking Hoobler vacations in Illi-
nois” he authored his first book, Grace, Grit and Gumption, 
a biographical account of the preacher John Hobbler in the 
Wabash Valley.  He selected this title from a statement made 
by another circuit rider who said that the only way to have 
success as circuit rider in the Wabash Valley was with grace, 
grit and gumption.  While at Streator Grace, he researched 
and wrote their church history.  He also collected research 
material of surrounding churches for future writings.  

Richard presented a paper from this book Uncle Johnny 
the Church Builder at an Illinois State Historical Society his-
tory symposium in 1982, and then two years later the ISHS 
published this paper in Selected Papers from the 1982 History 
Symposium.  Between 1982 and 2014, Richard has spoken 

seven times at the Illinois History Symposium, six of those 
topics concentrated on Methodism in Illinois.  In 2000, he 
attended as a commentator for a session of presenters.  

In 1979, Richard’s next appointment was at Chrisman-
Scottland.  And if you’re wondering, yes, a distant ancestor 
and migrant from Kentucky, Matthias Chrisman, owned 
land where the town was built.  He researched family history 
at libraries, historical societies and visited cemeteries.  He 
wrote church histories for both Chrisman and Scottland.  He 
came to the notice of their district’s state Representative, Babe 
Woodyard, who invited Richard to give invocations at the 
House of Representatives on two occasions.  In researching 
family history during this time, Richard discovered articles 
written by Daniel O. Root about Civil War experiences that he 
later edited and published in a book, War Time Stories.  

Richard’s last appointment in his 41 years of ministry 
was at Mason City in 1984, the first one-church charge since 
Ludlow.  He wrote their church history for their centennial 
celebration.  

During the years of his active ministry Richard served 
on the Council of Ministries and secretary of the Town and 
Country Commission.  Richard served as assistant to confer-
ence secretary, Larry Lawler, and was elected as conference 
secretary in 1980.  Another era without computers the job 
required a lot of manual labor.  At a particular lowly last-day-
resolution debate session, a call from the floor requested the 
secretary to “parade before us the remaining list of resolu-
tions.”  At the urging of Bishop Hodapp, Richard strutted his 
stuff across the platform eliciting laughter and applause from 
everyone, breaking the tension in the hall.   

In 1984 he was elected the conference historian. Within a 
few short months, the society elected him as chair to serve as 
dual roles.  Anyone who is a member of the historical society 
receives our quarterly publication, Historical Messenger, which 
advances our knowledge as United Methodists in Illinois.  
Over 31 years, Richard has contributed 39 articles to the Mes-
senger.  Many areas of his research are so extensive it takes 
two to three issues to complete the writing.  And usually one 
article per year is a presentation we have heard him give at the 
annual meeting of the historical society held during annual 
conference.  

In early 1985, Richard wrote: “[I] hope to foster more 
interest in local churches concerning the importance of pre-
serving their church histories… [ I] expect to use the Histori-
cal Messenger as a vehicle for sharing knowledge of historical 
import about United Methodist history in the state of Illinois, 
and for guidance to local churches in the collection and safe-
keeping of important records and memorabilia.”

Besides the Messenger, the United Methodist Reporter, The 
Current and Methodist History (a United Methodist Historical 
Society publication) have included his writings.  He has even 
worked as a ghost writer of a sort, authoring six vignettes “Re-
membering Our Heritage” for Bishop Lawson to read during 
the “last days” of the Central Illinois Conference in 1996. The 
conference published these vignettes in the Reporter in the 
weeks following the annual session.

In other venues outside of the conference, he continually 
promotes the history of Methodism in Illinois with papers 
given at the Conference on Illinois History, at a Sangamon 
County Historical Society tour, at a meeting of the Midwest 
Archives Conference in Iowa, and through articles appear-
ing in local newspapers and various county historical society 
publications.

Besides Illinois Methodism, Abraham Lincoln is another 
historical interest, of whom he has written about for secular 
publications.  

Because of Richard, we have gained incredible knowledge 
of the history of Methodism in Illinois and how churches 
grew from small societies within farming communities, who 
were served by itinerant circuit riders sometimes on a four to 
six week circuit.  These societies planted the seeds of the rural 
churches that comprised the early Illinois Conference.  

However, today the conference experiences the closing of 
many rural churches.  As Richard wrote “the closing of small 
rural churches is a sad fact of life in most conferences.  After 
years of devoted service, the declining population and escalat-
ing costs, churches find it impossible to continue… While the 
sadness of closing a church remains, faithful people continue 
their service.  Local church historians can assist in this transi-
tion.”  He was not pastor at the time of their closing but many 
of Richard’s small rural church appointments have concluded 
their ministry: Flanagan, Rook’s Creek, Clover Chapel, 
Streator Grace and Hope, Woodhull, Manville and DeSelm.  
Although Richard hasn’t written about these churches in 
particular for the Messenger or The Current, he has indirectly 
provided their history to us through the countless topics 
covering the United Brethren Church, German Methodists 
in Illinois, the history of the Illinois Conference, the Swedish 
church in Illinois, women’s history within the conference, the 
lives of the circuit riders and many, many more.

As a history lover myself, I admire the tenacity in his 
research and the well-written articles of Illinois Methodism.  
His writings in the Historical Messenger made it easier for 
me to be your conference’s archivist as many of you know, my 
background is not a Methodist.  In closing, I speak for the 
Commission on Archives and History, the conference, and to 
many who love history, thank you Richard for researching the 
past, enlightening the present, and preserving  history for the 
future.

IGRC Historical Society honors Chrisman for 31 years of service

New congregations reflecting greater diversity
BY MIKE CRAWFORD
IGRC Coordinator of Congregational Development

I am excited to see the impact the newest congrega-
tions in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference are having 
on their communities as they are reaching new people 
for Christ. 

In May, 2011, Lovett Weems, Director of the Lewis 
Center for Church Leadership wrote, “There is no future 
for U.S. denominations that cannot reach more people, 
younger people, and more diverse people.”

Our world is becoming more diverse. If we are to be 
faithful to our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world and we proclaim the 
good news of Jesus Christ, we will reach the diversity of 
our communities.

Last year, Gerald Aloran was appointed to start a new 
congregation in the Rock Island area. Currently holding 
monthly preview gatherings in preparation for launch 
of weekly worship, they have already celebrated the 
baptisms of three adults at Roots Quad Cities. 

On Wednesday evening, a team from Hope UMC in Nor-
mal led us in worship. Having launched weekly worship 
in the polar vortex of February 2014, they have contin-

ued to grow and reach new people. It’s not often that I 
feel good about feeling old, but it’s truly been a joy for 
me to work with the leaders of Hope Church over the 
past couple years and to always be the oldest person in 
the room (and most of the time it isn’t even close).

I am also excited to report that the Renuevo Latino 
ministry of Peoria First United Methodist Church contin-
ues to reach new people. To-date in 2015, the average 
worship attendance has been above 85. And lives are 
being changed. 

How is God calling you, as an individual, to reach new 
people? 

Is God inviting your congregation to start new minis-
tries to reach new people? 

How will you reach more people, younger people and 
more diverse people for Jesus Christ?

If you have been thinking about these things, but aren’t 
sure where to start or how to take the next steps, visit 
the Congregational Development web page at www.
igrc.org/congdev to discover how we can partner with 
your church to Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.
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Tierno selected as MacMurray
College’s new president

JACKSONVILLE – Mark J. Tierno, the current president 
of Cazenovia College in Cazenovia, NY, has been selected as 
the 16th president of MacMurray College, Charles O’Connell, 
chairman of the MacMurray Board of Trustees, announced 
May 19.

Tierno replaces Colleen Hester, who announced her 
resignation in December, effective May 31. The College had 
57 applicants for the position after its presidential search 
was opened in January. The search committee, comprised of 
faculty, staff, students, trustees, alumni board members and 
a representative of the Jacksonville community, narrowed 
the list to 10 candidates for initial interviews in March and 
brought four candidates to the College in April.

“We were gratified at the large number of excellent 
candidates who were interested in coming to MacMurray 
College,” said Chairman O’Connell. “It’s a testament to Mark 
Tierno’s extraordinary abilities that he was so overwhelming 
accepted by the Board of Trustees, the search committee and 
the MacMurray community.”

“MacMurray is thrilled to be able to attract a new presi-
dent with Dr. Tierno’s broad experience and proven track 
record for growing and greatly improving a four-year, private 
college,” said O’Connell. “He was the unanimous selection of 
the MacMurray Board of Trustees and received the highest 
accolades in evaluations by the College’s faculty and staff dur-
ing the campus interview process.”

Tierno has been president of Cazenovia College since 
2000. During his tenure, the College’s enrollment has grown 
by a third, and the retention rates of both first-year students 
and the student population as a whole have more than 
doubled. Further, he moved Cazenovia into the first tier of 
baccalaureate colleges in the US News rankings of the best 
colleges in the North.

“I believe my background and experiences relate directly 
to the agenda for growth and development that has been 
identified by the MacMurray campus community,” Tierno 
stated. 

In his 15 years as president of Cazenovia College, Tierno 
has had a powerful, positive impact on the College’s improve-
ment and expansion. In addition to the accomplishments 
noted above, Cazenovia saw the number of students apply-
ing to the College triple. The College’s fundraising arm was 
restructured under his leadership, helping to yield a five-fold 
increase in annual donations, including the first seven-figure 
foundation gifts in the College’s history.

Before arriving at Cazenovia, Tierno was the campus 
executive officer/campus dean and a professor of history at 
the University of Wisconsin-Sheboygan, 1996-2000. Prior to 
that, he was the academic dean (chief academic officer) and 
a professor of history and education at Kendall College in 
Evanston, Ill., 1994-96.

Through his 40-year career as an educator, Tierno has 
extensive experience as an administrator and teacher. He led 
the departments of education at Elmira College in Elmira, 
N.Y., and at Lake Forest College in Lake Forest, Ill. He also 
served was a professor of education at both colleges and as a 
lecturer at the University of Pittsburgh. He also served as a 
visiting lecturer at the University of Zagreb, Croatia, and as a 
visiting scholar at the University of Cambridge, England. He 
began his teaching career as a middle school teacher.

Tierno received his bachelor’s degree cum laude in social 
science from Adelphi University in Garden City, NY, and 
earned his master’s and doctoral degrees in history at Carn-
egie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, Pa., where his master’s 
studies focused on American urban history and his doctoral 
research investigated the impact of industrialization and 

urbanization upon American families, in general, and upon 
adolescent family members in particular.

Tierno is married to Cynthia Pratt Tierno. They are the 
proud parents of three grown children and grandparents of 
one grandchild in their blended family.

of the United Methodist mission statement–to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world.

Faith Gives Meaning

Religious faith is the means through which we define meaning and pur-
pose in life. It connects us to our Creator and to each other.

It helps us to act responsibly toward others and experience dignity our-
selves. It demands justice.

It’s what guides us to treat the Creation with respect and leads us to 
understand the sacred in our midst and to reach for transcendant values 
that cannot be captured in mathematical formulas nor scientific proposi-
tions.

In this transcendant reach we find a vision for life that takes us beyond 
our limits, our fears, and the finite frustrations that confound us.

The Great Challenge

And in this lies the great challenge to the church, to give us a vision of 
life that is brighter and more hopeful than the conflict-riddled, hungry, 
hand-to-mouth survival, job-loss threatening, gritty world that all but the 
privileged few live in.

It’s not the challenge to save itself. It’s the challenge to present the biblical 
vision that life is sacred, filled with meaning, and to be lived purposefully.

This challenge involves communicating with people who are oblivious to, 
perhaps even unbelieving of, their sacred worth.

It involves addressing the fear that rapid changes are passing us by, mak-
ing us irrelevant, robbing us of purpose.

We are challenged to address a lifestyle that traps us in a consumptive 
quest for meaning that fills recycle bins but not the soul.

Christians are challenged to translate the teachings of Jesus in the sermon 
on the mount into a compelling and inviting narrative for lost souls in the 
21st Century, for in this lies saving grace.

A formula for spending might be a good starting place, but it’s far from 
the full effort necessary to address the challenge. Christians must tell us 
where they see God at work in this mess and how we fit into God’s future. 
And invite us into it.

They must offer us reason to believe and something to believe in.

(Rev. Larry Hollon is the former general secretary for United Methodist Com-
munications. Reprinted with permission from Rev. Hollon’s blog, Faith, Media 
and Culture, www.larryhollon.com)
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an opportunity to respond 
to the testimonials and to 
the Rotary members who 
chose them for the honor. 
George Russell began by 
stating receiving the award 
had been an emotionally 
overwhelming experience. 
He said he and his wife 
pray every day to express 
God’s glory through their 
actions and thanked the 
community for the oppor-
tunity to volunteer.

He said it has been a 
great privilege for both 
of them to work with the 
food pantry and NO-
MADS (Nomads On a 
Mission of Divine Service) 
organizations over the 
years.

“This is God’s work and we’re doing it,” 
George Russell concluded.

During her response, Rubye Russell ex-
pressed her gratitude and the mutual honor the 
couple shares for being recognized. She then 
began to speak about the mentality of herself 
and her husband for giving so much of their 
time as volunteers.

“One of the greatest things a person can 
provide is hope to those who have none,” Russell 
said. “We try to help people realize their worth 
in the eyes of the Lord. We offer that hope 
through our volunteer work.”

Once the responses had concluded, a stand-
ing ovation took hold of the audience and for 
a moment, the room was full of applause. As 
people broke away to return to work, or other 
daily activities, the Russells resumed recogniz-
ing their well-wishers.

“It still hasn’t sunk in yet,” Rubye Russell 
said. “We still don’t think we’re worthy of this, 
but it’s great seeing so many people we love in 
one place. The most important thing, is that 
we continue to make a difference in the lives of 
those who need help.”

(Reprinted with permission from the May 20 is-
sue of the Pontiac Daily Leader, www.pontiacdai-
lyleader.com)

CITIZENS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Rev. George Russell and his wife Rubye are overseeing their last project as leaders for the United 
Methodist NOMADS volunteer organization in this June 2014 photo. The project is at local Even-
glow Lodge in Pontiac.
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CACHE RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent – Roger W Russell 5FE
1508 Sioux Dr, Ste C, Marion 62959-5209, 618-998-0135, 
fax 618-998-0137, CacheRiver@igrc.org, 1108 Daybreak Dr, Marion 62959-3791, 
*618-997-8481, rrussell@igrc.org, ( ) = not a mailing address

Anna April Turner 1PE
Belknap/West Eden Steve Heisner  30SY
Benton First Lee Lovett  1FE
Big Prairie/Maunie/

Concord Thaddeus Galloway 2LM
Cache Chapel Mike Sharp  6LM
Cairo Tigert Memorial/
Mounds Doug Atkins 3PL
Carbondale First Alan R Rhein  7FE
Carbondale Grace In-Sook Hwang 2FE
Carmi Emmanuel Robert McKelvey 3FE
Carmi First  Randy Douglass 1FE
Carrier Mills Stan Irvin 7FE
Carterville Robert Morwell 3FE
Cedar Grove/Pittsburg Steve Utley 1PL
Center/Cypress/Luther’s Chapel 
    Cypress Kenneth Baker 4LM

Center
Luther's Chapel Kenneth Baker  12LM

Cobden: Jesus es el Senor Ernesto Trevino 6OE
Colp Jim Heaney 5SY
Crab Orchard  Paul Jacob 2LM
Cross Road Cecil Atchison 6PL
Crossville/McHenry Dave Cochran 1FL
Dahlgren/Macedonia George W Biby 1LM
Dale/Webb's Chapel Delbert G Essen, Jr 8PL
DuQuoin Jarrett Wells 2FE
Eldorado/Raleigh Chris Wise 1LM
Enfield/Wesley Chapel Ron Johnson 2RL
Equality/Wesley Chapel/ 

Ridgway Keith Bradley 4PL
Fountain Robert Shook  5RE
Galatia Harrison Peyton 22RE
Glendale/Eddyville Michael Shearer 3PL
Golconda/Cave In Rock Sharon L Wilkerson 6PL
Goreville/Creal Springs Ed Hoke 3FE
Grand Tower/Wolf Lake/

Ware Johnathan Walden 4PL

Greater West Frankfort Parish:
West Frankfort Antioch
West Frankfort Central
West Frankfort First David Estep 1RE

Greenwood Richard Sullins 2RE
Hallidayboro TBS  
Harrisburg First Christine D Cunningham 5FE
Herrin/Energy Bill Wiggs, Jr 3FE
Johnston City/Stiritz  Michael D Mayfield 3FE
Jonesboro/Walnut Grove Robert Fear 13RL
Joppa/Oak Grove Pete Ryan 8PL
Karnak/Ohio Chapel/
    Olmsted Alan D Milligan 11FE
Marion Aldersgate  Timothy D Ozment 9FE
Marion First Jeff D VanDyke 5FE
McLeansboro First James Peak 11FL
Metropolis  Shalom Renner 1FE
Mount Moriah/

Pleasant Grove  Jimmie D Lambert 5RL
Murphysboro Larry A Gilbert 8FE
New Burnside/Taylor Rocio Reyes Williams 6PL
Norris City/Shiloh Eugene Turner 2PE
Olive Branch/Tamms  Brent Gordon 8LM
Pinckneyville James E Barnett 14FE
Powers Mindy Farren 1PL
Rosiclare Haley E Hausman 5PL

Sesser/Valier Zachary R Waldis 3FE
Shawneetown Emmanuel Mike Johnsey 5PL
Sunfield Erin Totten 2FL
Tate’s Chapel/Broughton Robert Mainer 1PL
Vergennes Faith/DeSoto Stephanie Voss 3PL
Vergennes Wesley/Elkville Angela K Kaye 7PL
Vienna Larry Moreau 3FE
West Frankfort Trinity Joey L Dunning 7FE
Zeigler/Royalton Lynette Barnett 5SY 
Zion Van Scott 14PL

EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent – Scott Grulke 1FE
1901 S 4th St, Ste 236, Effingham 62401-4188, 217-347-3915, fax 217-347-3916, 
EmbarrasRiver@igrc.org, 602 Newman Ct, Effingham 62401-6404, *217-347-3917, 
sgrulke@igrc.org, ( ) = not a mailing address

Altamont Circuit:
Asbury
Dexter
Funkhouser
Salem   Ed Wojnar 10RL 

Altamont First  William Deuel 5FE
Beecher City/Shumway Paul R Bauer 12FE
Brownstown/Emmanuel Don Thomas 5PL
Casey   Penny Barber 12FE
Charleston Otterbein

Oakland  Chuck Trent 2RE
Charleston Wesley  Robert Swickard 2FE
Chrisman   Eugene Creek 2RL
Cowden/Lakewood Timothy Shaw 1FL
Dogwood Prairie/

Seed Chapel  Hiram Gonzalez 5FL
Effingham Centenary Joseph Scheets 7FE
   Jessica Baldyga 1FE

Five Point Parish:
Stewardson
Mode
Strasburg
Washington
Gaskill   Kathryn Lewis 10PE
   TBS

Flat Rock Christopher Quick 3PE
Greenup/Cottonwood Cyndi Wiedman 6PL
Harmon Cameron Saint Michael 3SY
Harvest Jeff Morrison 5SY
Humboldt Melody Forcum 2SY
Hume Eugene Creek 2RL
Kansas  Karen Blank-Ewell 3OE
Kedron Kenneth Miler 2RE
Kirk Chapel James Conlin 1SY
Lerna L Raymond Roberts, Jr         11RE

The United Methodist Churches of Marshall:
Brick  Tawnya Fairchild 3PL
Marshall Asbury  Tawnya Fairchild 3PL
Marshall First Richard Lewis 8FE
Marshall Armstrong Krista Price 5FE
Marshall Emmanuel/
Zion Melly Momo 1OE
Marshall Trinity/
Dunlap Judy Williams 14FL
Patton Daniel L Garner 14SY

Martinsville Karen Blank-Ewell 3OE
Mattoon First Kenneth Hutchens  7FE

Montgomery Good Shepherd’s Parish:
Coffeen
Fillmore
Hillsboro
Irving
Witt Joy Caschetta 5AM
 Carol Sue Bryce 2RE

 John Walsh 6SY

Montrose Camero Saint Michael 3SY
Neoga Grace/Etna Todd Krost 2PE
Newton Grace/Falmouth Pam Hoffman 1FE
Nokomis Steven Williams 5FL
Oak Ridge Fred White 8SY
Oblong Central  Michael Laflin 4OF
Oblong Evangelical James A Williams 4AM
Oliver Joseph Irwin, Sr 7SY
Palestine First/

Palestine Grace  Jane Drake 8SY
Paris First  Gary Fairchild 9FE
Paris Otterbein/Vermilion Jeff Stahl 3FL
Pearl Chapel Fred White 8SY
Pleasant Valley TBS
Robinson First Jay Regennitter 2FE
Robinson Otterbein/

Hutsonville Bessie Adams 6OE

Saint Elmo Circuit:
Fairview
Trinity Chapel John Heicher 23PL

Saint Elmo First Daniel Laack 4PL
Salem/Toledo Jeremy Harminson 3PL
Scottland/Clay’s Prairie
   Grandview  TBS  

Shelby Cooperative Ministry:
Fourth Street
Wesley Chapel Linda Trent 2LM

Shelbyville First  Dan Seibert 4FE
Sugar Grove  William Duke 20SY
Tower Hill/Herrick David Hutton 5RE
 Patricia Hutton 5RE
Vandalia Haley Chapel/

Mount Carmel  TBS  
Vandalia Luster Chapel David Arnold 1SY
Watson James Whitaker 4RL
West Liberty  Kenneth Miller 4RE
Willow Hill Chuck Cunningham 2PL
Woodbury Roger Kilzer 3PL
Zion  James Brookhart 4OF
Zion Hill  Phillip Glick 4RE

ILLINOIS RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent – Mary Kathryn Pearch 3FE
2818 N University St, Peoria 61604-2610, 309-688-9027, fax 309-688-9037, 
IllinoisRiver@igrc.org, 11607 N Dunmore, Dunlap 61525-8707, *309-231-0925, 
mkpearce@igrc.org, ( ) = not a mailing address

Bartonville/Kingston Mines Nick Jorden 2FL
Blue Ridge  J Michael Robison 30RE
Bradford Leet/Boyd's Grove  Amy A Holman 6FL
Brimfield Leonard Thomas 9PL
Canton South Park/
Shields’ Chapel TBS  
Canton Wesley  Bruce Rushing 5FE
 Larry Frank, Jr 2PE
Chillicothe  Ronald R Martz 2FE
Crossroads Jason Woolever 1FE
 Sara Beth Wanck 1FL
Cuba/London Mills Kenneth Harris 4FE
Dayspring/East Peoria Faith Danira Parra 1PL
Deer Creek  Russell Rhodes 3PL
Delavan  V Eugene Ramsey II 3FE
Dunlap Prospect  Stephen Pichaske 3FE
East Peoria Faith Gary Billiot 3PL
East Peoria First  Mary Arnold 8FE
 Gabriel Wanck 1FL
Eureka Paul Wier 2FE
Farmington Paul Yim Kul Lee 1OE
Glasford Ethan Carnes 1PE
Green Valley First William Meachum 1PL

Please Note: Additional pastoral appointments or changes to charges listed below may be made at any time deemed advisable by the bishop and cabinet - The Book of Discipline, Para 434

AF Affiliate Member
AM Associate Member
DM Diaconal Minister
DR Retired Diaconal Minister
FD Full Member Deacon
FE Full Member Elder 
FL Full time Local Pastor   
LM Certified Lay Minister serving as Supply Pastor, not appointed
LP Other Local Pastor 

OA Associate Member of other Annual Conference
OD Deacon Member of other Annual Conference
OE Elder Member of other Annual Conference 
 or other Methodist denomination
OF Full Member of other denomination
OP Provisional Member of other Annual Conference
OR Retired Member of other Annual Conference  
PD Provisional Deacon
PE Provisional Elder

PL Part time Local Pastor
RA Retired Associate Member
RD Retired Full Member Deacon
RE  Retired Full Member Elder 
RL Retired Local Pastor
RP Retired Probationary or Provisional Member 
SP Student Local Pastor 
SY Supply Pastor, not appointed
TBS To Be Supplied
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AF Affiliate Member
AM Associate Member
DM Diaconal Minister
DR Retired Diaconal Minister
FD Full Member Deacon
FE Full Member Elder 
FL Full time Local Pastor   
LM Certified Lay Minister serving as Supply Pastor, not appointed
LP Other Local Pastor 

OA Associate Member of other Annual Conference
OD Deacon Member of other Annual Conference
OE Elder Member of other Annual Conference 
 or other Methodist denomination
OF Full Member of other denomination
OP Provisional Member of other Annual Conference
OR Retired Member of other Annual Conference  
PD Provisional Deacon
PE Provisional Elder

PL Part time Local Pastor
RA Retired Associate Member
RD Retired Full Member Deacon
RE  Retired Full Member Elder 
RL Retired Local Pastor
RP Retired Probationary or Provisional Member 
SP Student Local Pastor 
SY Supply Pastor, not appointed
TBS To Be Supplied

Hanna City/Trivoli Robert L DeBolt 5FL
Henry/Washburn Richard H Kerr 2FE
Kewanee Paul Copeland 5FE
Lacon Sparland/Varna  Michael J Barclay 3FL
LaFayette/West Jersey    
   Laura/Monica Tim Delaney 2FL
Lewistown Deryck Sonaram 7FE
Mackinaw Joy Schlesselman 5FE
Manito Cathy Clark 5FL
Maples Mill Jerry Sawyer 12RL
Morton Gary Motta 4FE
 Lori A Harvey 4FE
Mossville  Robert Herath 6FE
Mount Pleasant Kathy Sue Barrett 10PL
Norris/Providence Chapel Deborah Rhodes 2SY 
Pekin First  James C McClarey 2FE
Pekin Grace Gary L Ford 14FE
 Pam Cochran 3PL
Peoria Bethel  Gary J Wilson  2FE
Peoria Bradley Epworth  Thomas A Eckhardt 27FE
Peoria First  Robert J Phillips 7FE
 Adrian Garcia 6FE
 Carolyn Carnes 2PE
Peoria Forrest Hill Curt D Keller 9FE
Peoria Northwest Kim E Dancey 1FE
Peoria University Paul Arnold 8FE
Princeville Kenneth D Dees 1AM
RiversEdge Andrew Hopp 2FE
 Kristi Hopp 2FE
Saint David/Bryant  TBS
Sheffield Terry Lancaster 2PL
Smithfield Brock/ 

Locust Lane Ellen Dodd 3PL
Texas Raymond P Harrison 14RE
Tiskilwa Community 

Church UM/AB TBS  
Toulon Sidney E Davis 2FE
Tremont Dan Perry 3FE
 Molly Spence-Hawk 6PL
Washington Evangelical  Camilla Hempstead 1FE
White Chapel/Monterey Rebecca Gearhart 2PL
Willow Hill  Kenneth Hogren 17FE
Wyoming/Neponset Rebecca J Klemm 1PE
Zion Evangelical  Phillip Icenogle 4RE

IROQUOIS RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent – Rose Booker-Jones 2FE
303 S Mattis Ave, Ste 206, Champaign 61821-3070, 217-359-0640,
 fax 217-359-6255, IroquoisRiver@igrc.org, 1403 Glenshire Dr, Champaign 
61822-7701, *217-351-3467, rbooker-jones@igrc.org, ( ) = not a mailing address

Allerton Clyde Snyder 8RE
Arcola Vincent Rohn 6FE
Arthur Bruce Weiman 1FE
Batestown/Union Corner Patti Wise 20PL
Bellflower Louella Pence 7RL
Bement Jeremy Lafary 2PE
Camargo Lenny Summar 1SY
Catlin Curtis Flake 2FL
Centerville/Seymour/

White Heath Cindy Rettig 3FE
Champaign Faith Sheryl Palmer 1FE
 H Shane Smith 1FE
Champaign First Tom Corum 6FE
 Cathy Minor 4FE
Champaign New Horizon Mark Jordan 6FE
Cissna Park/Rankin Janet Longtin 8PL
Collison Sally Swaim 5RL
Countryside/Tolono  Alan M Simonson 3FE
Danville Bowman Avenue  Zachary LeCrone 1PL

Danville Farmers Chapel Janice Reeder 5PL
Danville First/
   Danville Bowman Avenue Zachary LeCrone 1PL
Danville Saint James  Randall Robinson 5FE
 Justin Snider 5FE
Donovan/Crescent City Kevin Nourie 1PL
Fairmount/Fairview/

Georgetown Matt Filicsky 8PL
Farmer City/Weedman Jeremiah Thompson 3FE
Fisher Fred Sistler 2SY
Fithian/Oakwood/Hebron Leland Legg 1FL
Gibson City John Tennyson 4FE
Gifford Lisa Wiedman 6PL
Gilman/Ashkum Malcolm Jones 1FL
Hindsboro Bruce Baker 5RE
Homer Teri Shane 3FL
Hoopeston/Wellington M Catherine Najmon 1FL
Iroquois/Sheldon Vickie Killus 3LM
Loda Rachel Stockle 1FE
Ludlow Stephen Hudspath 2SY
Mahomet John K McIntosh 3FE
Mansfield Lynette DeAtley 1FE
Melvin Paula Wallace 5FE
Middlefork Caleb McGregor 3PL
Milford/Stockland  Gail Meyers 1LM
Newman/Murdock Joy Starwalt 8OE 
Ogden/Broadlands Kathy Murphy 6PL
Onarga/Piper City Elizabeth Reis 8FL
Paxton John Hauck 1FE
Pesotum Naomi Sue Roberts 1SY
Pleasant Grove Lisa Wiedman 1PL 
Quest Andrew Adams 13FE
Rantoul First Charles McDonald 2FE
Ridge Farm/Indianola George Desmond 5PL
Roberts/Thawville Stan Rapp 15RA
Rossville/Bismarck Carl Mesiti 3AM
Sadorus/Parkville Robert Adams 6PL
Saint Joseph Paul Dinges 4AM
Savoy Marc E Brown 2FE
Shiloh Louella Pence 1RL
Sidell Donald Shane 3FL
Sullivan Charliam Renner 7FE
Tuscola Ted J Mitchell 2FE
Urbana First Steve R Anderson 1FE
Urbana Grace J Michael Smith 15FE
Urbana Jesus’ Love Ministry Sion Kim 2OE
Urbana Wesley Daniel King Crede 12FE
 Miriam Snider 5FE
Villa Grove  Sandra Hire 8FL
Watseka Robert E Sabo, Jr 2FE
Weldon Charles Don Ferrill 3RE
Woodland Sandra Onken 7SY

KASKASKIA RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent – Carol Lakota Eastin 2FE
1603 Salem Rd, Mount Vernon 62864-2628, 618-242-2817, fax 618-242-2917, 
KaskaskiaRiver@igrc.org, 405 Jay Dr, Mount Vernon 62864-2249, *618-244-0538, 
clakotaeastin@igrc.org, ( ) = not a mailing address

Albion/Bethel  Steve Livengood 2FL
Allendale Deetta M Gaither 5PL
Alma/Pleasant Grove  Cheryl Cain  5LM
Asbury Chapel/Bellmont Vaughn Courter 10LM
Ashley Dennis Gambill 3LM
Beulah Casey Taylor 1FE
Bluford Otterbein Ann Hinds 3LM
Bonnie Karol Brown 5RL
Bridgeport/

Petrolia Timothy Pearce 1FE
Calhoun/Ebenezer Eunice Glasser 3LM

Centralia First/
Irvington Anita Munden 1FE

Chauncey/Landes David Cogdill 7LM
Claremont/

Prairieton Jim Majernik 18SY
Dix/Union Chapel/

Garrison Temple Michael Hall 8PL
Enterprise/West Michael Buckman 7PL
Fairfield Ellen Moore TBS  
Fairfield First Donna Blythe 2FE
Farina Rob Dillingham 2PE
Flora First  Scott Baird 2AM
Flora Trinity Nancy Myers 2LM

God’s New Parish:
Centralia Demaree
Centralia Faith
Odin
Shattuc
Gilead Mark Doane 5AM
 R C Merten 4LM

Golden Gate/
Conway James W Steinsultz                 43PL

Grayville/Browns Roger W Boyd 1OE
Hopewell

Olive Branch Tommy Vaught 3SY
Ina/Waltonville Ed Endsley 4OE
Kinmundy First/Wesley David O Kueker 2FE
Lancaster/Pleasant Grove/ 
Nye Chapel Patti Hanzel 3LM
 Tom Hanzel 3LM
Lawrenceville First/Billett Gary Pearce 10FL
Lawrenceville Otterbein Floyd Wood 3SY
Lawrenceville Zion Tony Reed 3PL
Louisville Duane Ambrose 3RE
May Chapel TBS
Mount Carmel Evangelical Jeremy Henson 1FE
Mount Carmel Trinity/

Adams Corner Edward L Davis 3FE
Mount Vernon Epworth/

Wayne City/Zion Elton Storey 8FL
Mt Vernon First Victor K Long 6FE
Mt Vernon Wesley  Phil Poe 4RE
Mt Vernon W. Salem Trinity Harold Quick, Jr 1FE
Mount Zion/Brown’s Chapel  Cathy Seaton 2LM
Olney Parish:
   Olney First  2FE
   Olney Immanuel  7FE
   Olney St Paul Donald L Meeks 3FE
 Michael Lawton 1OE
Parkersburg/Ebenezer/

Little Wabash Tony Loyd 2SY
Pinkstaff Terry Weavil 4OF
Richview Dennis Gambill 8LM
Saint Francisville Deetta M Gaither 3PL
Salem Grace Michael E Ebersohl 5FE
Salem Trinity/Iuka Nancy Wilson 2FE
Sandoval/Patoka/Boulder  Rick Atchley 1FL
Sumner Jeff Haley 5FE

Trinity Charge:
Clay City/Harmony/Bethel Jill Bunker 1FL
Union Chapel Tony Reed 5PL
Vandalia First Terry Westerfield 2FE

Wayne County Parish:
Bethel
Cisne
Johnsonville TBS 

West Salem Zion David Ducommon 1FL
Xenia Bob McNeely 9FL

Please Note: Additional pastoral appointments or changes to charges listed below may be made at any time deemed advisable by the bishop and cabinet - The Book of Discipline, Para 434
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AF Affiliate Member
AM Associate Member
DM Diaconal Minister
DR Retired Diaconal Minister
FD Full Member Deacon
FE Full Member Elder 
FL Full time Local Pastor   
LM Certified Lay Minister serving as Supply Pastor, not appointed
LP Other Local Pastor 

OA Associate Member of other Annual Conference
OD Deacon Member of other Annual Conference
OE Elder Member of other Annual Conference 
 or other Methodist denomination
OF Full Member of other denomination
OP Provisional Member of other Annual Conference
OR Retired Member of other Annual Conference  
PD Provisional Deacon
PE Provisional Elder

PL Part time Local Pastor
RA Retired Associate Member
RD Retired Full Member Deacon
RE  Retired Full Member Elder 
RL Retired Local Pastor
RP Retired Probationary or Provisional Member 
SP Student Local Pastor 
SY Supply Pastor, not appointed
TBS To Be Supplied

Please Note: Additional pastoral appointments or changes to charges listed below may be made at any time deemed advisable by the bishop and cabinet - The Book of Discipline, Para 434

LA MOINE RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent – C Douglas Rorex 5FE
102 S Fayette St, Jacksonville 62650-2097, 217-245-9946, fax 217-243-5448, 
LaMoineRiver@igr.corg, 9 BelAire Ct, Jacksonville 62650-3614, drorex@igrc.org
( ) = not a mailing address

Ashland/Peter Cartwright Kathryn Herring 1PL
Astoria/Sheldon's Grove Robert D Greene 2RE
Batchtown  Phil Grable
   Roger Czaia
Beardstown  C Robert Schoolcraft           12AM
Bethel/Grafton  Adam Hosmer 3LM
Bluff Springs  Kevin Hembrough 2SY

Bright Star United Methodist Parish:
Griggsville
New Salem
Detroit
Florence
Oxville
Perry
Baylis   David Kelly 8FE
   Alvin Laird 19SY
   Peg Ratliff 19SY

Browning/Sugar Grove Charla J Meyers 2PL
Camp Point/

Centennial Ebenezer Joseph G Tomich 9AM
Carlinville  Rex E Hendrix 1FE
Carrollton/Christ  Robert E Sabo, Sr 2RE
Carthage First  Rusty Beals 1FE
Concord/Arenzville Randy Azbell 2FL
Doddsville  David Haney 12SY
Eagle Valley Charge:

Bluffs
Naples   Stacy Tomich 5FL

Faithful Followers:
Beverly
Plainville
Richfield  Lois Sorrill 9PL

Franklin/Durbin  Robert Einhouse 4RE
Greenfield/Rock Bridge Mark Milhouse 1FL 
Hamilton/Warsaw  Nicholas Gleason 2FE
Havana First  Jame Hahs 2FE
Industry/Vermont  Stephen Grandadosin 2PE
Jacksonville Asbury Nancy Wood 12RL
Jacksonville Centenary/
Jacksonville Brooklyn Jean R Hembrough                   6FE
   Nancy Wood 12RL
Jacksonville Grace  Michael W Fender 8FE
Jacksonville Wesley Chapel Dean A Beals 3FE
Jerseyville  Robert R Taylor 1FE
Littleton   John Robert Kirkham 2OF
Living Faith  David Bigley 1FE
Loraine   Connie Jenkins 3RA
Manchester  TBS
Mount Sterling First/

Columbus  Cecelia Granadosin  3FE
Murrayville  Steven M. Smith 1FE
New Hope  Dorothy Isaacs 16RL

Northwest Parish:
Palmyra 
Modesto  John Chrisler 16PL

Payson   TBS  
Pittsfield   Thomas A Wilber 6FE
Pleasant Grove/Paloma Sharon Renner 3PL

Prairie Mission Cooperative Parish:
Oakford
Bath 
Fairview  Judy Vidakovich 8FL

Quincy Melrose Chapel Ronald C George 4FE
Quincy Union  Tim Woodard 3FL
Quincy Vermont Street Patty Johansen 2FE

Rosedale   Roger Czaia 2PL
Rural   John Curtis 19RE
Rushville First  Grant Armstrong 2FE

The United Parish:
Barry
Hull 
New Canton
Pleasant Hill
Hamburg  Sheila Kelly 8FE
   JoAnn Ruff 3PL

Virden First/Girard  Mary Alice Cunningham        6FE
Virginia   Carol Stufflebeam 2FE
Waverly   Amy G Rayson 1FL

West Central Charge:
Brooklyn
Ebenezer
Houston
Camden   Dixie Croxton 15PL
   Sidney Crowcroft 6RE

Winchester   Robin R Lyons 11FE

MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent – Roger Grimmett 2FE
121 Behrens St, Ste 2, O’Fallon 62269-1510, 618-622-3072, fax 618-622-3073, 
MississippiRiver@igrc.org, 713 Wild Horse Creek Dr, Fairview Heights 62208-2047, 
*618-589-3007, rgrimmett@igrc.org, ( ) = not a mailing address

Alton Grace/Hartford/Elsah Steven Barrett 3PL
Alton Main Street  Timothy Pate         2FE
   Debra J Hoertel 2FL
Belleville Saint Matthew James K Slone 14FE
   Jon D Carrell 1OE
Belleville Signal Hill   Arthur James Francis 2PL
Belleville Union/
New Athens   Edward R Weston 21FE
   Douglas Stewart 2FE
Benld   Kevin D Kriesel 1PL
Bethalto   Joe Richard 2FE
Brighton Saint Paul  Nathan Jeffries 1FL
Bunker Hill  Barbara Powers 5SY
Carlyle/Huey/Beckemeyer Keith A Michaels 8FE
   Robert Souders 10RE
Caseyville  Dan P Harry 2FE
Chester First  A Faye Edmiaston 1LM
Collinsville First  Mark Horn 8FL
Columbia Bethany  Allynn Walker 8FE
Coulterville/Tilden  John S Hackmann 4FE
East Alton First  William G Pyatt 3FE
East Saint Louis Trinity Linda Harris-Cosby 2FL
Edwardsville Immanuel Jackie Havis-Shear 10FE
Edwardsville Saint John’s Troy Benton 1FE
   Katherine L Gholson 3FD
Ellis Grove/New Palestine/

Preston   John P Best 10FE
Fairview Heights Christ Shane Bishop 19FE
   Michael Wooton 1PE
Fairview Hts Prospect Park Karen Oplt 12PL
Gillespie First  Steven J Friese 6FE
Glen Carbon New Bethel William Adams 6FE
Godfrey First  Don E Long, Jr 12FE
Granite Cty Dewey Ave/

Good Shepherd  David Elliot Rose 1PL
Granite City Nameoki Michael D Rayson 2FL
Granite City Niedringhaus Linda Harris-Cosby 2FL
Granite City Trinity  Lisa Guilliams 13FE
Greenville First  Florene Scott 1FE
Highland Hope  Beverly Wilkes Null 3FE
Keyesport  Carynne Paterson 4LM
Lebanon First  Peter Wehrly 5FE
Litchfield Saint Timothy James O Tinzmann 8FE
Marissa   Rebecca Williams 5OE
Maryville Saint Luke’s Robert Roy 1FE

Mascoutah Bethel  Andrew Anthony 1FE
Medora/Piasa  Chad Cox  3PL
Mount Olive/Sorento Thomas Brewer 2RE
Mulberry Grove/

Pleasant Mound  Robert Chase 11SY
Nashville Grace  William Bunnage 1AM
New Baden  Carl C Johnston 5FE
O'Fallon First  Ronald G Dickinson 10FE
   Joel Catlin 11FE
Okawville  TBS
Pocahontas/Panama Adam J Penn 1PE
Rosewood Hts Saint Paul Daryl A Fansler 16FE
Shiloh   Danny F Cox 3FE
Shipman/Dorchester David Paul Melvin 1PL 
Sparta First  Gary Feldman 3FE
Staunton   Nancy Ribes 2PL
Steeleville/Percy  Marvin (Bud) Bennett 3SY
Trenton First  Mike R Rucker 6FL
Troy/Worden
Saint Jacob  Dennis Price 28FE
Wanda   Gary Mosimann 1RE
Waterloo Real Life  Alan Abert 3PL
Wood River First  Kimberly A Allen 5PL

Diaconal Ministers:
Lebanon  Richard Boyd
O'Fallon First  Robert Noland

SANGAMON RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent – Terry P Harter 6FE
(5900 S 2nd St), PO Box 3487, Springfield 62708-3487, 217-529-3257, Fax 
217-529-4181, SangamonRiver@igrc.org, 3100 Saint Helen’s Ct, Springfield 62704-
6501, *217-787-7041, tharter@igrc.org, ( ) = not a mailing address

Argenta/Warrensburg Robert Baker 2RE
    Jennifer Fielden 2PL
Assumption/Findlay/
   Windsor  Rena Whitcher 1FL
Athens/Cantrall  Paulette K Cott 2AM
Auburn   Brian Caughlan 6FE
Beason/Elkhart  Darrell Howard 6PL
Bethel   TBS
Bissell/
   Springfield Northside TBS 
Blue Mound  Randel Myers 4FL
Buckeye
   Owaneco/South Fork Betty Coffey 8FE
Chatham   Sara L Isbell 9FE
Cisco   Rick Pierce 2FE
Clinton   Leanne Noland 1FE
Decatur Christ  Kelly Cox 7FL
Decatur First  Kent King-Nobles 9FE
   Kathy King-Nobles 9FE
Decatur Grace  Sigurd N Bjorklund 3FE
   Beth McLaughlin 3FE
Decatur Wesley  Buzz Swett 9RL
Divernon/Farmersville/

Midland  Linda Vonck 9FE
Easton   D Allen Sample 13PL
Edinburg/Stonington Raymond Radae 12FL
Elwin   Randy McGeehon  8AM
Fairview   Richard Miles 4RL
Forsyth   R Andy Maxwell 1FE
Fountain of Life  Kevin Treptow 2RE
Island Grove  Matthew Woodcock                 5LP
Kenney   TBS
Lincoln First  Michael Paulson 4FE
Loami   Donald Peck 16OF
Long Creek/Dalton City Anthony Paulson 4FE
Macon   Janet Eggleston 4FE
Maroa   Nicholas B Showalter               3FE
Mason City/San Jose Daniel Powers 3FE
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Middletown  Robert Ervin 9RL
Monticello  Jeff Bealmear 1FE

   Matthew Stump 3PE
Morrisonville  Dayle Badman 6PL
Mount Auburn  Robert Cook 5PL
Mount Pulaski First/Chestnut/

Latham   Zoila Marty 1PE
Mount Zion/Bethany Ted A Hartley 3FE
Moweaqua/Sanner Chapel Patricia L Allin 2FE
New Holland/Waynesville/

McLean  Becky Barrow 4AM
   Steven Barrow 3PL

Niantic/Illiopolis  C W Reneker, Jr 12RA

Okaw River Parish:
Cerro Gordo
Lovington
Hammond
LaPlace   James Allison 1FL
   Larry Bricker 10PL

Pana   Stephen L Palmer 3FE
Pawnee/Thayer  Chuck Kurfman 3PL
Petersburg  John Vidakovich 8FE
Raymond Cmmty of Faith Larry Moslener 4OF
Riverton First  John Cross 1FE
Rochester  Kathleen Bueker Sweet           4FE
Sharon   Pablo Marty 1PE
Sherman   Craig M Sweet 4FE
Springfield Asbury  William Burton  19OF
Springfield Cotton Hill Sharon Treptow 2FE
Springfield Douglas Ave Julia Melgreen 11FE
   Margaret Ann Jessup 2PE
Springfield First  Roger Ross 9FE
   Michael Whitaker 3FE
   Nicole Cox 2FE
Springfield Grace/
Springfield Kumler  Robert K Freeman 4FE
   Cory Blackwell 3FD
Springfield Jerome/
   New Salem  Paul Black 14SY
Springfield Laurel  Kent Lolling 2FE
Sugar Creek  Allen W Miller 5FE
Taylorville  Rebecca B Lembke 5FE
Williamsville  Richard F Piscatelli 10RE
Zion Chapel/Decatur Central Sally Hamon 11FE

SPOON RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent – Sylvester Weatherall 4FE
120 N Kellogg St, Galesburg 61401-4785, 309-344-1435, fax 309-344-1161, 
SpoonRiver@igrc.org, 2184 Catherine St, Galesburg IL 61401-1402, *309-344-
2046, sweatherall@igrc.org, ( ) = not a mailing address

Abingdon  Jeffrey Robbins 3OE
Aledo   Mark Harris 4FE
Alpha   Zackary T Glenn  1PE
Altona/Oneida  David Pyell 8FL
Blandinsville  Don Riley  8RE
Burnside   William I Deisher 11RA
Bushnell/Avon/
New Philadelphia/
Point Pleasant  Trisha L Chapman 12FL
   John Douglas 14LM
Colchester/Hills Grove Mark R Smith 5FL
Colona   Sandy Bunnell 6FE
Colusa/Appanoose Yoked David Poland 7OF
East Moline Christ  Roger Perry 6FE
   Joye Perry 6PL
Elmwood   Bradley Watkins 3FE
Fairfield   Larry Misfeldt 6PL
Fairview Center  Mark R Canada 1FE
Galesburg Faith  Norman Mendell 5RA
Galesburg First  Glen Bocox 3FE
   TBS 

Galva Grace  Karen Martin 5RA

Geneseo First-Cambridge Multisite:
   Geneseo First/
   Genesco New Church Start/
   Cambridge  Christopher M Ritter                7FE
   Gerald Aloran 2FL
   Darrel David Joyce 5PL
Geneseo Grace  Melva Graham England          3FE
   Mark England Graham            3FE

Greater Annawan Parish:
Annawan Community/Fairview/
Hooppole Zion  Dan Wright 15FE

Henderson/
   North Henderson  Roberta Robbins 2LM
Hillsdale   Randy Rutledge 8PL
Illinois City/Pine Bluff Toni Ross 8PL
   Howard Ross 8PL
Kirkwood/Smithshire Peggy Kulczewski 5PL
Knoxville   Danny Lybarger 4RE
LaHarpe/Durham/
Terre Haute  Jim Clayton 5PL

La Moine River Parish:
Good Hope/Jerusalem Delbert Pancake  3FE

Loraine   James A Crozier 6PL
   Katherine E Crozier 6FD
Macomb Korean Fellowship Jungil Rhee 5FE
Macomb Wesley  Howard White 5FE
   Jungil Rhee 5FE
Manantial de Vida  Juan Carlos Lara-Cardoso    14PL 
Maquon/Douglas/
Orange Chapel  Krey Leesman 2FL
Maxey Chapel  Russell D Collister 5PL
Milan Trinity/Green River James H Ruberg 10FE
Mineral   Terry Lancaster 23PL
Moline Bethel Wesley Timothy J Gossett 1FL
Moline Riverside  Scott Carlson 3FE
Monmouth First  Jon Ermal Sims 11FE
Nauvoo   Mark Hendrickson 2SY

Neighbors In Christ Parish:
Galva First/Bishop Hill Ann M Champion 8FE
Oquawka/Gladstone/
Biggsville   Jon Warren 3PL
Orion   David R Schultz 10FE
Port Byron First  Chester Travis 3FE
Reynolds/Taylor Ridge Paul Newhall 3FE
Rock Island Two Rivers Robb McCoy 2FE
Roseville/Swan Creek Dennis Powers 1FE
Silvis   Joye Perry 3PL
Stronghurst/Carman Karna Peterson 2PL

Twin Rivers Cooperative Parish:
Carbon Cliff
Church of the Cross Chet McCoy  11PL
Hampton   Nicole Ross Bishop                   6PL
Victoria   Russell Theobald 5LM
Viola/Preemption  Terry Evans 2FL
Walnut Grove  Lyren Haney 6PL

Westmer Larger Parish:
Joy/Eliza Community/
New Boston  Beth Nelson 7FE
Williamsfield/Dahinda Jennifer Seder 5FE

VERMILION RIVER DISTRICT
District Superintendent – Leah R Pogemiller 5FE
210 W Water St, Ste 2, Pontiac 61764-1790, 815-844-3530, fax 815-844-6583, 
VermilionRiver@igrc.org, 1801 W Bob O Link Dr, Pontiac 61764-9370, 815-370-
4030, lpogemiller@igrc.org, ( ) = not a mailing address

Aroma Park  Valerie Mezger Wengstrom 1SY
Atlanta/Ebenezer   

   Hopedale   Mike Abel 1FE
Bloomington Wesley/
Bloomington Park  Vaughn A Hoffman                 12FE
   Eunjoo (Angie) Lee 1FE
Bloomington-Normal Hope Jennifer Edwards Bertrand    4FE

Bonfield/Grand Prairie Parish:
Bonfield First
Bonfield Evangelical
Grand Prairie  Mel Nielsen 5FL

Bourbonnais Grace Cmmnty Mary M Brady 4FE
Braceville   Bennett A Woods 3PL
Bradley Wesley  Julie Smith 3FE
Chatsworth/Forrest Roosevelt Smith II 2FE
Chenoa   Deborah Honegger 2PL
Coal City   Bradley D Shumaker 1FE
Cornell   David Baker 2RE
Downs   Kenneth P Burgard 4FE
Dwight   Lance Leeds 5FE
El Paso   Shelly Forrest 7FE
Essex   TBS  
Fairbury First  Floyd Blackard 2RE
Grand Ridge/Long Point Lon Alderman 9PL
Herscher/Reddick/

South Wilmington Kevin Boesen 4FE
Heyworth  Amanda J Richards 9FE
Hudson   Scott Carnes 2FE
Kankakee Asbury  Scott Henley 3FE
Kankakee Saint Mark Dalene Kuebler 3FE
Kankakee Trinity/

Bradley Evangelical TBS  
LeRoy   Eric Swanson 2FE
Lexington First  Garry E Gromley 7FE
Manteno   Harvey K Gaither, III               15FE 
Mazon   Karen Fabian 1SY
McDowell  Andrew Black 3PL
Minonk/Wenona St John’s Donna Baker 3RL
Momence/Grant Park Janice Ringenberg 2FL

New Hope Parish:
Hennepin
Magnolia
McNabb  Kristi Hopp 2FE

Normal Calvary  Randy Reese 2FE
   Deborah Reese 2FE
Normal First  Donald Jackson 3FE
   Lindsay Churchman 2FE
   Kimberly Burke 2FD
Normal Morningstar/

Bloomington W Olive Faith Tiffany Black 2FE
Nueva Jerusalem  Juan Angel Rosales 8PL
Odell   TBS 
Pontiac First  Thomas Goodell 1FE
Ransom/Verona  Mary McQuilkin 1PL
Ritchey   Beverly Dehler  5SY
Roanoke/Secor  Charles Graul 3FL
Saunemin  Jane Bradford 8PL
Saybrook Wesbein  Guy Keysear 2RA
Streator First  Jerry Haley 5FE

Three Rivers Parish:
Ellsworth/Cropsey/
Colfax/Pleasant Grove Gifty Smith 2FD

Tonica/Lostant/Richland Mary Nowakowski 4FL
Trinity UM Parish:

Cabery/Cullom/Kempton TBS                
  

AF Affiliate Member
AM Associate Member
DM Diaconal Minister
DR Retired Diaconal Minister
FD Full Member Deacon
FE Full Member Elder 
FL Full time Local Pastor   
LM Certified Lay Minister serving as Supply Pastor, not appointed
LP Other Local Pastor 

OA Associate Member of other Annual Conference
OD Deacon Member of other Annual Conference
OE Elder Member of other Annual Conference 
 or other Methodist denomination
OF Full Member of other denomination
OP Provisional Member of other Annual Conference
OR Retired Member of other Annual Conference  
PD Provisional Deacon
PE Provisional Elder

PL Part time Local Pastor
RA Retired Associate Member
RD Retired Full Member Deacon
RE  Retired Full Member Elder 
RL Retired Local Pastor
RP Retired Probationary or Provisional Member 
SP Student Local Pastor 
SY Supply Pastor, not appointed
TBS To Be Supplied

Please Note: Additional pastoral appointments or changes to charges listed below may be made at any time deemed advisable by the bishop and cabinet - The Book of Discipline, Para 434
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AF Affiliate Member
AM Associate Member
DM Diaconal Minister
DR Retired Diaconal Minister
FD Full Member Deacon
FE Full Member Elder 
FL Full time Local Pastor   
LM Certified Lay Minister serving as Supply Pastor, not appointed
LP Other Local Pastor 

OA Associate Member of other Annual Conference
OD Deacon Member of other Annual Conference
OE Elder Member of other Annual Conference 
 or other Methodist denomination
OF Full Member of other denomination
OP Provisional Member of other Annual Conference
OR Retired Member of other Annual Conference  
PD Provisional Deacon
PE Provisional Elder

PL Part time Local Pastor
RA Retired Associate Member
RD Retired Full Member Deacon
RE  Retired Full Member Elder 
RL Retired Local Pastor
RP Retired Probationary or Provisional Member 
SP Student Local Pastor 
SY Supply Pastor, not appointed
TBS To Be Supplied

APPOINTMENTS TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES
A. WITHIN THE CONNECTIONAL STRUCTURES OF UNITED METHODISM 
(Paragraph 331.1b, 344.1a, c)
Keith E Anderson - 9 FE

Executive Director, The Preachers’ Aid Society, Springfield; CC: Chatham UMC
Rose Booker-Jones - 2 FE 

Superintendent, Iroquois River District, Champaign
Michael J Crawford - 10 FE

Coordinator of Congregational Development, Springfield; CC: Quincy Vermont 
Street UMC

Daniel King Crede - 5 FE
Director, Wesley Foundation at University of Illinois, Urbana; CC: Wesley UMC, 
Urbana

Kelligay King Crede - 12 FE
Chaplain, Cunningham Children’s Home, Urbana; CC: Wesley UMC, Urbana

Julie Dowler - 3 FD  
Associate Director, Wesley Foundation at University of Illinois, Urbana; CC: 
Wesley UMC, Urbana

Carol Lakota Eastin - 2 FE  
Superintendent, Kaskaskia River District, Mount Vernon

Jennifer Edwards Bertrand - 10 FE 
Director, Wesley Foundation at Illinois State University, Normal; CC: First UMC, 
Normal

Beth Fender - 7 FD
Coordinator of New Streams, Springfield; CC: Grace UMC, Jacksonville

Ted Frost - 11 FE
Director, United Methodist Foundation, Springfield; CC: Chatham UMC

Adrian M Garcia - 3 FE
Coordinator, Conference Hispanic Ministries; CC: First UMC, Peoria

Janice L Griffith - 4 FE
Executive Assistant to the Bishop, Illinois Area Office, Springfield

Roger Grimmett - 2 FE 
Superintendent, Mississippi River District, O’Fallon

Scott Grulke - 2 FE  
Superintendent, Embarras River District, Effingham

Bruce Timothy Harrison - 18 FE
Chaplain/Director of Church Relations, McKendree University, Lebanon; CC: 
Lebanon UMC

Terry P Harter - 6 FE
Superintendent, Sangamon River District, Springfield

Matthew S Henson - 8 FE
General Evangelist, Living the Adventure; CC: Albion UMC

Craig C Hill - 6 FE
Research Professor of Theological Pedagogy, Duke Divinity School, Durham, NC; 
CC: First UMC, Peoria

Gary D Livesay - 27 FE
Chaplain, Chaddock School, Quincy; CC: Vermont Street UMC, Quincy

Thomas R Logsdon - 2 FE 
Director of Connectional Ministries, Springfield; CC: Chatham UMC

Mary Kathryn Pearce - 3 FE 
Superintendent, Illinois River District, Peoria

Leah R Pogemiller - 5 FE
Superintendent, Vermilion River District, Pontiac

Jeffrey A Rasche - 9 FE
Associate Director of Stewardship, Chaddock School, Quincy; CC: Camp Point UMC

Paige L Roberts - 12 FE
Campus Minister, Wesley Foundation at Eastern Illinois University, Charleston; 
CC: Wesley UMC, Charleston 

C Douglas Rorex - 5 FE
Superintendent, LaMoine River District, Jacksonville

Roger W Russell - 5 FE
Superintendent, Cache River District, Marion

Alice J Shirley - 5 FE
Coordinator of Camping & Retreat Ministries, Springfield; CC: Laurel UMC, 
Springfield

Kim Stuby - 6 FD
Program Assistant, Camping and Youth Ministries; CC: Main Street UMC, Alton

Karen Westerfield Tucker - 12 FE
Professor of Worship, Boston University School of Theology, Boston, MA; CC: 
Wesley UMC, Urbana

Richard A VanGiesen - 20 FE
Treasurer and Director of Administrative Services, Springfield; CC: Laurel UMC, 
Springfield

Sylvester Weatherall - 4 FE
Superintendent, Spoon River District, Galesburg

Fred R White - 24 FE
General Evangelist; CC: Oak Ridge UMC

B. TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES UNDER ENDORSEMENT BY GENERAL 
BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION & MINISTRY, DIVISION OF OR-
DAINED MINISTRY, SECTION OF CHAPLAINS (Paragraph 344.1b, c)
Bruce Baumberger - 9 FE

Chaplain, Alton Memorial Hospital, Alton; CC: First UMC, Godfrey
Carl James Brown - 8 FE

Chaplain, Veteran’s Administration Hospital, Cleveland, OH; CC: Fairview Center 
UMC, Monmouth

Rebekah Dees-McMahon - 14 FE 
Therapist, Freedom House; CC: Sheffield UMC

Steve Heitkamp - 8 FE 
Horizon Hope Counseling, Inc, Belleville; CC: Union UMC, Belleville

Linda A Horrell - 9 FE
Clinical Director, Center for Counseling and Pastoral Care, Manchester, MO; CC: 
Saint John’s UMC, Edwardsville

Patsy Kelly - 8 FE
Chaplain, Passavant Hospital, Jacksonville

Brian L Manigold - 7 FE
Staff Chaplain, Veterans Admin Illiana Health Care Systems, Danville; CC: Wesley 
UMC, Bloomington

Lauren M Padgett - 8 FE 
Chaplain, Harbor Light Hospice, Peoria; CC: Dayspring UMC, East Peoria

John D Read - 32 FE
Command Chaplain for the South Command, US Army; CC: Good Shepherd UMC, 
Granite City

Charles Shelquist - 6 FE
Chaplain, Western Maryland Health System; CC: Oakland-Westfield UMCs

Margaret E Siemer - 13 FE
Chaplain, US Navy; CC: First UMC, Springfield

Brian G Storey - 14 FE
Director and Pastoral Counselor, Interfaith Counseling Center, Inc, Edwardsville; 
CC: Saint John’s UMC, Edwardsville

David Wence - 11 FE 
Pastoral Counselor, Decatur Psychological Associates, Decatur; CC: Grace UMC, 
Decatur

Mary S Whetstone - 4 FE
Staff Chaplain, Ohio Health, Columbus, OH; CC: First UMC, Carmi

C. OTHER VALID MINISTRIES UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF 
PARAGRAPH 331.1A,C, 331.4, 344.1D

Lori L Bultemeier - 10 FD
Christian Life Coordinator, The Baby Fold, Normal; CC: Calvary UMC, Normal

Stephen Lee Busick - 8 FD
Klein & Busick Christian Counseling Services, Champaign; CC: Quest UMC, 
Champaign

Katherine L Gholson -3 FD
Volunteer Coordinator, The Family Treehouse, Granite City; CC: Saint John’s UMC, 
Edwardsville

Robert S. Kirby - 3 PD
Campus Minister, United Campus Ministry, Montana State University, Billings, 
MT; CC: Wesley UMC, Urbana

Leon D McClimans - 12 FE
Christian Counseling Center, Inc, Tinley Park; CC: Gilman UMC

Debra Olsson - 3 FD
Volunteer, OSF Hospice/CASA of Peoria County, Peoria; CC: First UMC, Peoria

H Edwin Snow - 9 FE
Chaplain, McCallie School, Chattanooga, TN; CC: Stronghurst UMC

Stephanie Soon - 3 FD
Advocate BroMenn Hospice Chaplain, Normal, and Pianist, Normal Morningstar 
UMC; CC: Morningstar UMC, Normal

Paul Stroble, Jr - 4 FE
Webster University, Saint Louis, Missouri; CC: First UMC, Vandalia

APPOINTED IN OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES AND OTHER METH-
ODIST DENOMINATIONS (Paragraph 346.1)

Sonia Alvarado - 2 FE Southwest Texas Conference
Kathleen S Lossau - 2 FE Baltimore-Washington Conference
Glen Robyne - 10 FE Indiana Conference
Lana Robyne - 10 FE Indiana Conference

APPOINTED TO ATTEND SCHOOL (Paragraph 416.6)

None

DEACONESS AND HOME MISSIONARY APPOINTMENTS (Paragraph 1314.3)
Carol Clay Mann

Teacher, Lewis County C-1 Schools, Quincy; CC: Melrose Chapel UMC, Quincy

INDIVIDUAL PARTICIPATION OF CLERGY IN ARMED FORCES           
RESERVE OR NATIONAL GUARD UNITS (Paragraph 344.5e)

Phillip L Glick  US Naval Reserve (Retired)
Robert D Greene US Air Force Reserve
F Jerry Herring  Civil Air Patrol
James D Johnson National Guard
Jack Swank  US Army Reserve
Danny D Wright  Army National Guard

OTHER CLERGY APPROVED BY THE ENDORSING AGENCY FOR VARI-
OUS CATEGORIES OF VOLUNTEER CHAPLAINCY AND SPECIALIZED 
MINISTRY:

Glen Bocox Fire Department
James D Johnson Police Department
Steve Livengood Fire Chaplain
Mike Mayfield Specialized (Emergency)
James Michael Robison General Hospital 
Jon Sims Fire Dept & Police Dept
Jack Swank Fire Department
Patrick Wadsworth Police Department
James C Williams Veterans Affairs

DIACONAL MINISTER IN EXTENSION MINISTRIES
Carter L Frank
High Technology Services Group, Engility Corporation, Clarendon, VA

CERTIFIED IN CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATION
Paul Black  

CERTIFIED IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Tawnya Fairchild   
Beth Fender 
Cheryl Hendrix  

CERTIFIED IN EVANGELISM
David Estep   
Linda Harrod
Beth Fender 

CERTIFIED IN MUSIC
Richard F Boyd  
Constance White Guennewig 
Janna Peterson

CERTIFIED IN SPIRITUAL FORMATION
David Estep 
Beth Fender  
Sharon Colbert Garretson 
Linda Harrod 
Mary Ann Hedges  

CERTIFIED IN YOUTH MINISTRY
John M Hauck 

IGRC MEMBERS SERVING AS GBGM MISSIONARIES OUTSIDE THE U.S.
Priscilla Jaiah
Connie Wieck 

IGRC MEMBERS SERVING AS GBGM MISSIONARIES IN THE U.S.
Sally Wisner-Ott 

RETIRED IGRC MISSIONARIES THAT SERVED IN THE UNITED STATES
Beatrice Orrell 

RETIRED IGRC GBGM MISSIONARIES THAT SERVED OUTSIDE THE U.S.
Marynell Kirkwood 
Janet McCarty 
Rev Paul and Rachel McCleary 
Sally Morris 
Rev Kim and Marjorie Soon 

Please Note: Additional pastoral appointments or changes to charges listed below may be made at any time deemed advisable by the bishop and cabinet - The Book of Discipline, Para 434
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We have this treasure
BY PAUL BLACK

PEORIA – Bishop Jonathan Keaton urged those newly-ordained and commis-
sioned to go forth to serve God, ask God for help and to remember that the source 
of their power comes from God and none other.

“When we observe the state and temper of ministry today, we might be afraid,” 
Keaton said. “Things have changed. Hardships have increased. People in the church 
question more, complain more, fight more, drop out and church shop more. 
Churches may pay less, believe less, love less, hope less and serve less. How does a 
newbie lead a church fitting this description?”

Keaton related the story of his own appointment to St. Luke UMC on the south 
side of Chicago 45 years ago. “They wanted to know my call to ministry, where I 
had gone to college and seminary and would my wife be involved in the church,” he 
recalled. “Could I help the church be more effective in stewardship and evangelism? 
Had I grown up in the church? Would I do pastoral visits? Could I preach effective-
ly? Somehow, I managed to answer their questions satisfactorily.”

Keaton contrasted that to today’s question, noting the question “have you faith 
in Jesus Christ has not lost its relevancy.” But issues such as worship style, do you 
robe, whether the pastor is involved in social justice issues such as immigration; 
and want to know a pastor’s position on a host of issues including conceal and carry, 
global warming, abortion and human sexuality. “Depending on a pastor’s response 
to such questions, the road ahead may be bumpy, rocky, slick or smooth,” he said. 
“More folk want pastor and pew to be on the same page.”

The only way to lead is knowing that the power to do so belongs to God.
Keaton said the call begins with realizing the treasure in earthen vessels. Using 

the Rich Young Ruler as an example, Keaton likened the man to some couples who 
refuse to get married, “(he) cannot make a commitment. He fears the responsibility 
that it entails. The call is there – recognizable, front and center. But Christ wants too 
much all not part of him. It’s still true today. Christ wants all not part of you.”

But Keaton also said the treasure is not without trouble. Referring to an April 
United Methodist News Service article, entitled, What can Christians learn from 
Judas?, Rev. Ben Witherington III of Asbury Seminary speculated that Judas may 
have been disappointed with Jesus in that he planned to die rather than overthrow 
the Romans.

“Beware of disappointment. It can get you off track,” Keaton said. “Disappoint-
ment with salary, a bishop’s appointment, type of upward mobility often leads to the 
desire to be served not to serve.

Quoting Jennifer W. Knust, associate professor at Boston University School of 
Theology, Keaton said, “In Judas, we recognize our own frailty and our profound 
faults. Like Judas, we’ve fallen short of the glory of God. Unlike Judas, we know of 
God’s amazing grace. There is always hope and redemption! The one whom Christ 
called Satan (Peter) ended up as the rock upon which Christ built his church.”

ANNUAL CONFERENCE Ordination

Recognition of 
Orders as Provisional 
Membership Elders: 
Zoila Marty, Bishop Jonathan 
Keaton, Pablo Marty.

Photos by Kaitlyn Conrad

Ordained as 
Full Elders: 
From left, Nancy Wilson, Zach 
Waldis, Richard Pierce, Leanne 
Noland, Bishop Jonathan 
Keaton, Carrie Carnes, Nicholas 
Gleason, Dalene Kuebler, 
Miriam Snider and Casey Taylor.

Commissioned as Provisional Membership Elder: Margaret Jessup, Ethan Carnes, Jeremy Lafary, Robert Dillingham, Bishop Jonathan Keaton, Matthew Stump, Rebecca Klemm,  
 Zack Glenn, Michael Wooton and Adam Penn.

Associate Membership: 
Bishop Jonathan Keaton and Paulette Cott

Ordained as Full Deacons: From left, Kimberly Burke, 
Bishop Jonathan Keaton, Cory Blackwell and Katherine Gholson.

Commissioned as Provisional 
Membership Deacon: Bishop 
Jonathan Keaton and Rebecca Butterfield

JULY 2015

28 




