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Roger Russell to Cross Road UMC, Cache River District, 
½ time, effective July 1.

Victor Long to Bluford Otterbein UMC, Kaskaskia River 
District, effective July 1. This is a realignment with Rev. 
Long serving both Mt. Vernon First UMC and Bluford 
Otterbein.

Regina Ellis to Mt. Vernon First-Bluford Otterbein 
UMC Associate Pastor, ¾ time, Kaskaskia River District 
effective Sept. 1. This is her first appointment in the 
IGRC.

Ian Barbee to Mt. Vernon First-Bluford Otterbein 
UMCs Associate Pastor, ¾ time, Kaskaskia River District, 
effective Sept. 1. This is his first appointment in the 
IGRC.

Andrew Jones to Springfield First UMC Associate 
Pastor, Sangamon River District, effective Aug. 1. Rev. 
Jones is a provision member of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference and this is his first appointment in the IGRC.

Lisa Bozeman to Springfield Grace UMC, Sangamon 
River District, effective Sept. 1. This is her first 
appointment in the IGRC.

Kenneth Dees to Prairieview Parish (Elwin-Macon-
Zion Chapel UMC’s): Associate Pastor, ¼ time, effective 
July 1.

Linda Harrod to Island Grove UMC, Sangamon River 
District, less than ¼ time, effective July 1.

Brad Curtis to Lincoln First UMC: Associate, Sangamon 
River District, effective July 1.

Jessica George to Beecher City-Shumway UMC’s, 
Embarras River District, effective July 1. This is her first 
appointment in IGRC.

Leon Dwight Pomeroy to Toulon, Illinois River 
District, effective July 1. First appointment in IGRC, Rev. 
Pomeroy is an elder in the Indiana Annual Conference.

Lauren Padgett to Chaplain, Vitas Hospice, Illinois 
River District, effective May 24.

Stephanie Gail Duncan Soon to Shepherd of the 
Hills UMC: Assistant Minister of Care, Desert Southwest 
Conference, effective May 15.

Katherine Gholson to Chaplain, BJC Memorial 
Hospital, Belleville and HSHS St. Elizabeth Hospital, 
Belleville, Mississippi River District, effective June 10. 
Both are part-time appointments.

Sarah Dierker to Chaplain, BJC/Alton Memorial 
Hospital, Mississippi River District, effective June 8. She 
is a provisional deacon.

Krey Jordan Leesman to Danube: Zion, Olivia: 
Faith and Middle Creek UMC’s, Minnesota Conference, 
effective July 1. He is a provisional elder.

Julia Melgreen to Champaign First UMC, Iroquois 
River District, effective July 1.

Michael Fender to Sullivan UMC, Iroquois River 
District, effective July 1.

Kim Dancey to Homer, Iroquois River District, ¾ time, 
effective July 1.

Phillip Harris to Granite City Trinity UMC, Mississippi 
River District, ¾ Time, effective July 1. This is his first 
appointment in IGRC.

Donna Blythe to Edgewater UMC, Florida Conference, 
effective July 1.

Rebecca Swanson Groves to Cincinnati Armstrong 
Chapel: Associate, West Ohio Conference, effective July 
1. She is a provisional elder.

Steven Friese to Christ of the Hills UMC, Arkansas 
Conference, effective July 1.

Jennifer Marie Edwards Bertrand to Bloomington-
Normal Hope UMC, Vernilion River District, ¾ time, 
effective July 1. She is moving from ½ time to ¾ time.

Zandra Anderson to Hindsboro, Iroquois River District, 
¼ time, effective July 1. This is a first appointment in 
IGRC and Rev. Andeson is an elder member of another 
annual conference.

Supply not appointed
James Heaney to Fountain UMC, Cache River District, 
¼ time, effective Aug. 11.

A Lee Unger to Durham-Terre Haute, Spoon River 
District, ½ time, effective Aug. 1.

Valerie Holbrook to Rosiclare UMC, Cache River 
District, ¼ time, effective July 1. This is her first 
assignment in IGRC.

Marcia McQuality Brelsfoard to Argenta-
Warrensburg, Sangamon River District, ¼ time, effective 
July 1. This is her first assignment in IGRC.

John Edwards Lyons to Trinity UM Parish (Cabery, 
Collum and Kempton UMC’s), Vermilion River District, 
effective July 1. This is his first assignment in IGRC.

David Mustain to Knoxville, Spoon River District, ½ 
time effective July 1. He is a certified lay minister.

Change of status
Kenneth Baker, discontinuation of assignment as 
certified lay minister, Cypress-Center-Luther’s Chapel, 
Cache River District, effective Aug. 1.

Paul Jacob, discontinuation of appointment as part-
time local pastor, Fountain UMC, Cache River District, 
effective Aug. 4.

Russell Theobald to Altona-Victoria, Spoon River 
District, ¾ time, effective Aug. 1. Change from full-time 
to part-time local pastor.

Jacson Moody, discontinuation of appointment of 
an elder of other annual conference, Springfield Grace 
UMC, Sangamon River District, effective Aug. 31.

Roger Czaia, discontinuation of supply not appointed 
assignment, Rosedale, LaMoine River District, effective 
July 15.

Amy Martin, discontinuation of appointment of 
deacon of another annual conference, Metropolis First 
UMC, Cache River District, effective April 15.

Robert William Deuel, transfer to the Pacific 
Northwest Conference, effective July 1.

Steven Heitkamp, transfer to the Oregon-Idaho 
Conference, effective July 1.

Howard Bell, withdrawn from clergy membership by 
order of the trial court, effective Dec. 31, 2018.

Jack P. Joyner, discontinuation of appointment, Island 
Grove, Sangamon River District, effective July 1.

William Diesher, discontinuation of appointment, 
Burnside UMC, Spoon River District, effective March 1.

Charles Shelquist to Transitional Leave, effective Jan. 1.

Albert Ramirez Salazar to full-time, Vermilion River 
District, effective July 15.

Kim Stuby to Medical Leave, effective March 1. She is a 
full member deacon.

Carolyn “Carrie” Carnes to Personal Leave, effective 
July 1.

Margaret Rose Johnston-Davis, discontinuation of 
part-time appointment of local pastor, Rosiclare UMC, 
Cache River District, effective June 30.

David Ducommon to Five Points Parish (Stewardson-
Mode-Strasburg-Washington-Gaskill UMC’s), Embarras 
River District. Change of status to retired local pastor, 
effective July 1.

Leah Pogemiller to Transitional Leave, effective July 1.

Rocio Reyes Williams, discontinuation of 
appointment, New Burnside-Taylor UMC’s, Cache River 
District, effective June 30. She is still serving the Greater 
Marion Hispanic Anglo Faith Community.

Robin King, discontinuation of supply assignment, 
Ludlow, Iroqouis River District, effective July 1.

DVD studies for adults:
#104103    Determined: Living Like Jesus in Every Moment -  
 A Study of Luke (6 sessions)

#105088    Everybody Always: Becoming Love in a World Full  
 of Setbacks and Difficult People (5 sessions)

#107116    Generosity Challenge: 28 Days of Gratitude, Prayer,  
 and Faith (4 sessions)

#109059    I Can Only Imagine - Small Group Study (4 sessions)

#112122    Long Story Short: The Bible in Six Simple Movements (6 sessions)

#113091    Methodist Class Leader (7 sessions)

#118080    Reckless Love: Jesus' Call to Love Our Neighbor  
 (6 sessions)

#119164    Scripture and the Wesleyan Way: A Bible  
 Study on Real Christianity (8 sessions)

#119172    Stories Jesus Told: How to Read a  
 Parable (6 sessions)
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Resources available to borrow from the UMRC!
Start some new Fall classes – here are some ideas! 
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!
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Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard 
appoints the following:

Joye Perry to East Moline Christ Multisite – 
Silvis: Associate Pastor, Spoon River District, 
effective Aug. 1. Change from ¼ time to ½ time.

Seth William Emerson to Centerville-
Seymour-White Heath UMC’s, Iroquois River 
District, ¾ time, effective Aug. 1. This is his first 
appointment in the IGRC.

Mark Johansen Crawford to Onarga UMC’s, 
Iroquois River District, ½ time, effective Aug. 1. 
This is his first appointment in the IGRC.

Daniel Joe Wise to West Central Charge 
(Brooklyn-Ebenezer-Houston-Camden UMC’s), 
LaMoine River District, ¾ time, effective Aug. 1. 
This is his first appointment in IGRC.

Roland M. Millington to Brimfield UMC, 
Illinois River District, effective Aug. 1. This is his 
first appointment in IGRC.

Carman Wuebbels to Fairview Heights Christ 
UMC: Associate, Mississippi River District, 
¾ time, effective Aug. 1. This is her first 
appointment in IGRC.

Jonathan Andrew Wisdom to Ransom-
Verona UMC, Vermilion River District, ½ time, 
effective Aug. 1. This is his first appointment in 
IGRC.

Deborah Jean Smith-Johnston to Minonk-
Wenona St. John’s UMC, Vermilion River 
District, ¼ time, effective Aug. 1. This is her first 
appointment in IGRC.

Gaurav Samuel Holkar to Magnolia-McNabb, 
Vermilion River District, less than ¼ time, 
effective Aug. 1. This is his first appointment in 
IGRC.

Gary Theriac to Parkersburg-Ebenezer 
(Sams)-Little Wabash UMC’s, Kaskaskia River 
District, ¼ time, effective Aug. 1. This is his first 
appointment in IGRC.

Steven Miller to Enterprise-West UMC’s, 
Kaskaskia River District, ½ time, effective Aug. 1. 
This is his first appointment in IGRC.

Thaddeus James Galloway to Equality-
Ridgway-Shawneetown UMC’s, Cache River 
Distict, ½ time, effective Aug. 1. This is his first 
appointment in IGRC.

Shane Sims to Williamsville UMC, Sangamon 
River District, ½ time, effective Aug. 1. This is his 
first appointment in IGRC.

Kara Berg to Watseka UMC, Iroquois River 
District, effective July 1. This is her first 
appointment in IGRC.

Gary Ford to Mansfield UMC, Iroquois River 
District, ¼ time, effective July 1.

Bradley Lewis to O’Fallon First: Family Pastor, 
Mississippi River District, effective July 1. He 
is a provisional deacon and this is his first 
appointment in IGRC.

Leroy Allison to Countryside, Iroquois River 
District, ¾ time, effective July 1.

Elizabeth Reis to Piper City-Melvin UMC, 
Iroquois River District, ¾ time, effective July 1.

James Fielder to Bement UMC, ¾ time, and to 
IGRC New Church Start, ¼ time, Iroquois River 
District, effective July 1.

Jie Wu Smith to Sidell-Chrisman UMC’s, 
Iroquois River District, ¾ time, effecive July 1.

James Aniol to Cambridge UMC, Spoon River 
District , effective July 1.

Bishop Frank Beard

Happy Anniversary!
Wow, where did the time go?
Three years ago, I was elected as a Bishop 

in the United Methodist Church and assigned 
to the Illinois Great Rivers Conference (IGRC). 
After my first three years, I am still excited and 
proud to be your Bishop!

We are in the midst of turbulent times 
within the life of our denomination. Only the 
good Lord knows exactly where we are headed. 
I remain committed to serving the Lord, Jesus 
Christ, upholding my baptismal vows, my 
ordination vows, and my consecration vows 
as a Bishop. I remain committed to the IGRC, 
loving and serving everyone while sharing the 
life-changing good news of Jesus Christ. I am 
trying to provide strong, Christ-centered lead-
ership that will enable this Annual Conference 
to achieve its mission and goals. 

The IGRC has a tremendous track record 
of supporting many mission ministries beyond 
our conference boundary lines. We have been 
successful in outreach ministries that have 
focused on No More Malaria, Africa University, 
Liberia, Guatemala, Honduras, and many other 
vital ministries outside of the IGRC.

The 2016 Annual Conference, prior to my 
election and assignment, voted to accept the 
challenge of  “doing something at home to help 
our conference and our kids.” One idea that 
emerged and gained support was creating a 
fund that would financially endow the Spiritual 
Life Ministries at The Baby Fold, Chaddock, 
Cunningham Children's Home, Lessie Bates 
Davis Neighborhood House, and Spero Family 
Services. The purpose of this endowment is to 
ensure the continued inclusion of Christ-cen-

tered spiritual care in these ministries that are a 
vital part of the IGRC family, hence the name, 
“Our Conference Our Kids.”

As of Aug. 1, we have had more than 397 
churches make a financial commitment to this 
conference-wide project. Three churches have 
given over $20,000 each (Springfield First, 
Peoria First, and Normal First). Three addi-
tional churches have given over $15,000 each 
(Springfield Laurel, Savoy, and Fairbury First). 
Ten more churches have each given $10,000 or 
more (Decatur Grace, Nashville Grace, Troy, 
Macomb Wesley, Canton Wesley, Kinmundy 
First, Pekin First, Peoria University, Vandalia 
First, and Belleville Union).

Churches of all sizes and in all locations 
have been supportive of this project. Alma 
UMC, a congregation of 22 members, gives 10 
percent of its weekly offering to OCOK and has 
done so for about three years. Their donations 
at the end of June totaled $4,488. This is about 
$200 per member so far and growing every 
week! They rank 37th in giving to OCOK! 
These churches lay leaders and pastors are 
demonstrating the extravagant generosity that 
we are known for as an Annual Conference. 

It has been my honor to support and 
encourage others to support this exciting 
project. My wife, Melissa, and I are financially 
committed to this campaign. I have heard that 
some of our clergy have been waiting to hear 
directly from me regarding my expectations 
for their involvement in the OCOK campaign. 
That would help give some explanation for 
the more than 400 churches that have not yet 
made a financial commitment to the OCOK 

ministry. OF COURSE, I 
EXPECT ALL OF OUR 
APPOINTED PASTORS 
TO BE INVOLVED IN 
THIS CONFERENCE 
MINISTRY. I expect 
each pastor to make a 
personal contribution and 
to encourage the churches to which they are 
appointed to do the same. This is a Conference-
wide campaign that requires the support of 
laity and clergy working together.

Two years ago, my wife joined me in giv-
ing a gift in celebration of our IGRC Anniver-
sary. This gift was given in appreciation for 
each congregation in the IGRC. In celebration 
of our third anniversary, I pledge to give an 
additional $10 for every active pastor that 
sends in a personal contribution to OCOK, 
no matter the size, between Sept. 1 through 
Nov. 1. This has the potential of being a gift of 
more than $4,000! No matter what you think 
about the current state of our beloved denomi-
nation, we still have much work to do together 
as an Annual Conference. The five ministries 
that belong to the IGRC need our help, and I 
can think of no better way of demonstrating 
our unity in Jesus Christ, as an Annual Confer-
ence, than by pooling our resources to ensure a 
spiritual legacy that provides ongoing spiritual 
care for children and families. 

Happy Anniversary IGRC family! Let’s 
pull together and support both Our Conference 
and Our Kids.
God Bless,
Bishop Beard

Deaths
IGRC retired pastor Rev. Ansel Atwood, 
97, died July 8 in Neoga.

Rev. Atwood served 12 years in the 
former Southern Illinois Conference, 
retiring in 1985 from Browns-Fortney 
UMC.

A complete obituary can be found at: 
https://www.pulliamfuneralhomes.
com/obits/obituary.php?id=676421 

Condolences may be sent to his wife 
Roberta at: 738 18th St, Apt 203, 
Charleston 61920-2309.

Retired pastor Rev. 
Richard Frankson 
who died Aug. 11. 
He was 84.

After a career as a 
school teacher, Rev. 

Frankson served as a pastor for 11 years, 
serving two appointments in former 
Central Illinois Conference and later IGRC 
– at Dallas City-Nauvoo and Virden, from 
where he retired in 2000.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://
www.legacy.com/obituaries/
jsonline/obituary.aspx?n=richard-
james-frankson  

Condolences may be sent to his wife, 
Marilyn Frankson, 1601 Valley Dr., 
Grafton, WI 53024-2720.

Retired IGRC pastor Robert E. 
McDonald, 82, died July 31 in Palm 
Bay, Fla.

Together with his wife, Rev. McDonald 
served 40 years of active ministry, retiring 
in 2000 from Watseka.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, 
Johanne McDonald, 815 Brian Creek Blvd. 
NE, Apt. 321, Palm Bay, FL 32905.

For a complete obituary, visit: 

Eugene “Scott” 
Meyers, spouse of 
IGRC pastor Charla 
Meyers, died July 
26. He was 81.

Charla Meyers 
is pastor of Faith United Parish in the 
LaMoine River District.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://
www.hendrickerfh.com/notices/
EugeneScott-Meyers 

Condolences may be sent to Rev. Charla 
Meyers, 426 750N Ave, Mount Sterling, IL 
62353-1736.

Terry R. Werner, 
75, wife of retired 
pastor, Rev. J. 
William Werner, 
died July 19 at her 
home in Virginia, Ill.

Together with her husband they served 
35 years in active ministry, retiring in 
2004 from the superintendency of the 
Cache River District.

 She and her husband served various 
other offices, including the office of 
Annual Conference secretary.

 The family will host a service to celebrate 
her life 10:30 a.m. Saturday, July 27, at 
the Virginia UMC. The family will meet 
friends prior to the service starting 
at 9:30 a.m. Lunch will be provided 
following the service. Buchanan and Cody 
Funeral Home in Virginia.

Condolences may be sent to: Rev. J. 
William Werner, 409 S. Stowe St. Virginia, 
IL 62691-1253.

A complete obituary may be found by 
visiting https://www.buchanancody.
com/obituary/terry-werner 

IGRC retired pastor, 
the Rev. Earl R. 
Renshaw, 81, died 
Saturday night in 
Carbondale.  

Rev. Renshaw 
served 38 years in active ministry, 
including nine years as Associate Council 
Director in the former Southern Illinois 
Conference, six years as Vandalia District 
Superintendent and served as Annual 
Conference Secretary. He retired in 1999 
from Quincy Vermont Street.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, 
Sandra Renshaw, 2100 Reed Station 
Pkwy, Carbondale 62901-8143. .

For a complete obituary, visit: https://
thesouthern.com/news/local/
obituaries/rev-earl-r-renshaw/
article_067793ba-8788-556f-9905-
95c6bd59032d.html 

Retired pastor, the 
Rev. George G. 
Russell, 86, died 
July 11 in Pontiac.

Rev. Russell 
served 41 years 

of active ministry in the former Central 
Illinois Conference, including five years 
as Pontiac District Superintendent. He 
retired in 1996 from Pontiac First. His 
wife, the Rev. Rubye Russell served 10 

APPOINTMENTS CONTINUED ON  ADJACENT PAGE

Bishop Beard’s Preaching Schedule
AUGUST SCHEDULE
August 25 –  Reynolds/Taylor Ridge UMCs - SPD
 9:00 a.m. worship service at Taylor 

Ridge, 10:30 a.m. worship service 
at Reynolds

SEPTEMBER SCHEDULE
September 22 – Taylorville UMC - SRD  

10:00 a.m.  worship service 

September 29 – Arenzville UMC - LRD 
9:45 a.m. worship service

OCTOBER SCHEDULE
October 5 – Kingston Mines UMC - ILD 

11:00 a.m. worship service 

October 6  –  East St. Louis Trinity UMC - MRD 
10:30 a.m. worship service

October 19  – Gillman UMC - CRD 
11:00 a.m. worship service 

October 20  – Galesburg First UMC - CRD 
9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. worship 
service

DEATHS CONTINUED ON  PAGE 18
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Charge conference forms available
SPRINGFIELD – Charge conference forms are 
posted online through the Church Portal Page 
(www.igrc.org/churchportal). Persons will need the 
church's six-digit GCFA number as the password 
to access the proper forms.
There are both online forms to be completed 
as well as paper forms that are downloaded, 
completed and attached to one of the online 
forms.
A training video has been produced to provide an 
overview of the process. This video is within the 
Church Portal but can also be accessed by visiting: 
https://vimeo.com/352965160

Certification trainings available
WINFIELD, Kan. – The Institute for Discipleship 
equips local churches with leadership development 
in an affordable and convenient way. The institute 
offers several certifications based on General 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry education 
requirements, as well as other leadership courses.
There are six practical ministry certifications that 
are starting on August 26th, which are designed to 
give laity in the Church affordable and accessible 
foundations for ministry. Certifications are available 
in Children’s Ministry, Spiritual Formation, Rural 
Ministry, Christian Education, Christian Care and 
Counseling, and Youth Ministry.
Each certification consists of four online courses, 
each just $125. Students receive over 20 weeks 
of high-quality, small-group instruction for a total 
of $500. The youth ministry certification adds a 
12-week practicum led by the experts at Youth 
Ministry Institute for an additional $325. The 
certifications are split evenly between Biblical and 
theological instruction and practical, on-the-ground 
skills.
A United Methodist emphasis can be added to any 
certification with one additional course in United 
Methodist Studies. 

Read more by visiting https://www.beadisciple.com/
ifd-certifications 

Garrett offers fall connectional 
learning opportunities
EVANSTON – Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary has several Connectional Learning 
Opportunities available online this fall.
Titles include: Discernment in Spiritual Direction 
(2 CEU's); Financial Management for Churches 
and Non-Profits (3.5 CEU's); Evangelism for 
Non-Evangelists (1 CEU); Thriving Ministry with 
Young Adults: Holy Yearnings, Holy Listenings, Holy 
Partnerships; and Celtic Spirituality: Experiencing 
God in the Everyday (2 CEU's).

Download a flyer at: https://files.constantcontact.
com/72d8f968001/f0777967-6323-440b-984a-
a4a65ace0e07.pdf 

Read more by visiting: https://www.garrett.edu/
cl-offerings 

N. T. Wright headlines Olivet's 
Theological Leadership 
Conference
KANKAKEE – Theologian and author N.T. Wright 
will be the keynote speaker at Olivet Nazarene 
University's Theological Leadership Conference 
Sept. 5-9 in Kankakee.
Registration is $99 per person.

N.T. Wright is a native of north-
east England and is currently 
the Research Professor of New 
Testament and Early Christianity 
at the University of St Andrews 
in Scotland. Having studied 
Philosophy, Ancient History and 

Theology at Oxford, he holds the Doctorate of 
Divinity from Oxford University and over a dozen 
honorary doctorates. He also taught in Oxford, 
Cambridge and McGill Universities, held various 
church positions, and was Bishop of Durham in 
the Church of England (2003-10). NT Wright is 
the author of over 80 books and hundreds of 
articles, has served as Visiting Professor in Harvard, 
Rome, Jerusalem and elsewhere, and has broadcast 
frequently on radio and TV in various countries. 

Register online at: https://olivet.formstack.com/
forms/theolc 

Harvest Worship Conference
TROY – Local church worship leaders and team 
members (vocalists, band members, tech members 
and pastors) are invited to Awakening Worship 
Conference scheduled at Troy UMC on Saturday, 
Sept.14. 
The day will include general sessions, breakouts 
and lunch. The Awakening Worship Conference is 
designed to help raise up the spiritual temperature 
in worship in our churches. Though worship is not 
all about music, vocals, and tech, these are some of 
the common tools the modern church utilizes to 
help call and inspire people to worship. During the 
conference, time will be spent growing in skill and 
heart, all the while praying our leaders, teams, and 
congregations will come alive in worship.
Breakout sessions include: Vocals For Worship, 
Worship Team Stage Presence, Small Church/
Big Worship, Sound and Tech Tour, Graphics and 
Presentation, Next Gen: Developing Student 
Worship Leaders, Maximizing Rehearsals, The 
Part-Time Worship Leader (Wearing Two Hats) 
and more.
Register online by visiting:  
http://harvestconferences.org/ 

Illinois Conference of Churches 
Annual Assembly
BLOOMINGTON – The Illinois Conference of 
Churches will hold its annual assembly on Friday, 
Sept. 20 at Bloomington Wesley UMC.
The forum will focus on ministerial alliances/
associations.

Bishop John Franklin White, 
African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, 4th Episcopal District, 
will deliver the message during 
morning worship. 
Registration is online through 
Sept. 13.

IGRC retired pastor Wally Carlson is currently 
serving as interim executive director.

Read more by visiting: https://
illinoisconferenceofchurches.org/events/ 

McKendree Chapel hosts 200 
years of Methodism symposium
CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo. – The McKendree 
Chapel Memorial Association invites you to join us 
Sept. 21-22, to celebrate 200 years of Methodism 
west of the Mississippi. We are celebrating 
because the faithful from Illinois entered the 
Western Frontier in the early 1800’s, establishing 
camp meetings and classes in order to study 
and worship. McKendree Chapel, constructed in 
1819, hosted the first Missouri Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church west of the Mississippi 
River. The Chapel remains the oldest Protestant 
church still standing west of the Mississippi.
 A two-day event, hosted by The Center for 
Regional History at Southeast Missouri State 

University and the Association, will celebrate the 
history of Methodism in our area. A Symposium 
on the History of Methodism in the U.S, led by 
nationally recognized scholars will focus on the 
Western Frontier and the growth of Methodism 
in the 1800’s. The Symposium is Saturday, Sept. 21, 
8:30 AM to 8:00 PM on the campus of Southeast 
Missouri State University and at Centenary UMC 
in Cape Girardeau, Mo. 
The registration fee of $40 includes a continental 
breakfast, lunch, evening banquet, and a book on 
the History of McKendree Chapel. Clergy may 
earn one CEU Clergy scholarships are available. 
A Celebration and Service will be held on the 
Chapel grounds on Sunday, Sept. 22, noon to 4: 
p.m. with Bishop Bob Farr, Missouri Conference, 
delivering the message at 2 p.m.  A modern-
day camp meeting with food and activities on 
the grounds of Old McKendree Chapel will be 
offered. The chapel is located at 4080 Bainbridge 
Rd., Jackson Mo.

Download brochure at: https://files.
constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/798fde08-8181-
483f-83d0-8c609363375e.pdf 

Ashram Spiritual Pilgrimage
Living the Adventure Ministries, in cooperation 
with the United Christian Ashram International 
Board, will host a spiritual pilgrimage to India Sept. 
25-Oct. 11.
India was the place where the United Christian 
Ashram Movement began under the ministry of 
missionary Dr. E. Stanley Jones.
In addition to the 16-day trip, several extension 
options are available. Cost of the trip is $2,849 per 
person, excluding airfare to and from Delhi.
For more information, contact Matt Henson by 
email at matt@livingtheadventure.net or phone 
618-830-6670.

Five-Day Academy in  
Dubuque, Iowa
DUBUQUE, Iowa – The Iowa Conference 
is hosting its Five-Day Academy for Spiritual 
Formation Sept. 29-Oct. 4 at the Shalom 
Spirituality Center in Dubuque, Iowa.
IGRC registrants are welcome to attend this 
event, which has as its title, Creation's Invitation to 
Holy Ground: Weaving God's Love and Justice in 
Community.
Speakers are Ray Buckley and Susan MacKenzie.
Download the event brochure for more 
information and registration at: https://files.
constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/9e63d185-4179-
49ac-b2b8-6458e90c3646.pdf 

Opening to God retreat
MAKANDA – The Opening to God retreat 
that was postponed earlier this year has been 
rescheduled for Oct. 4-5 at Little Grassy Camp.
Persons that registered for the original retreat 
need not re-register for the October event, 
although several workshop choices have changed 
from the offerings of the earlier date. Those 
registrants will need to confirm workshop 
selections for the October retreat.
New registrants are welcome.
Registration is open until Sept. 20. 

Register online at: https://www.igrc.org/
openingtogod  

Pre-retirement seminar
SPRINGFIELD – Preachers' Aid Society will 
host its annual Pre-Retirement Seminar for active 
pastors within 10 years of possible retirement Oct. 
10-11 at the Pere Marquette State Park Lodge 
in Grafton. Mark this date on your calendars and 
watch for more information. 
Registration will start Sept. 1.

NOW youth retreat
CARLINVILLE – IGRC Youth Ministries will hold 
its NOW Youth Retreat for grades 6-12 Oct. 4-6 
at Lake Williamson Christian Retreat Center in 
Carlinville.

Keynote speaker for the 
weekend is Andy Black, associate 
pastor of Belleville St. Matthew 
UMC and music will be provided 
by Matt Vollmar, worship leader 
at Belleville St. Matthew and his 
band, The Great Romance.
Adult volunteer/chaperone - you 
must submit a background check 
form prior to attending Now 
Initiative. Please submit this form 
no later than Sept. 13.

Information on registration can be found on the 
IGRC website at: https://www.igrc.org/now 

Ignition Middle School Conference
TROY – Ignition Middle School Conference, a 
one-day event for students in grades 6-8, will be 
held at Troy UMC on Saturday, Oct. 26 from 9 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.
A day at Ignition will include worship sessions, 
speakers, seminars, refreshments, lunch, recreation 
and fun and a general goal to ignite the faith of 

middle school students!  
Speakers for the event will be 
Talin Crow, family ministry leader 
at Sullivan First UMC; Andy 
Anthony, pastor of Mascoutah 
Bethel UMC; and Sarah Beth 
Wanck, associate pastor of 
Washington Crossroads UMC.
Read more and register 
online by visiting: https://www.
ignitionconference.org/ 

Holy Spirit Seminar
DAYTON, Ohio – Join Dr. Randy Clark at the 
2019 Holy Spirit Seminar on the campus of United 
Theological Seminary to learn about the gifts of 
the Spirit at work in your life and ministry. In the 
opening session, Dr. Clark will focus on what the 
gifts are, how to identify them and how to utilize 
them.
During his second session, Gifts of the Spirit: 
Activation/Impartation, he will pray impartation for 
attendees to have their gifts activated. Come to 
learn, be inspired and take part in the awakening 
that is happening in global Methodism today. 
Visit www.united.edu/holy-spirit-seminar to learn 
more, or register at: https://secure.acceptiva.
com/?cst=btsDsK 

Announcements & Events

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC  
AND CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Prospect UMC in Dunlap, Illinois 
is seeking a part time Director of 
Music and Choir Director.  

Contact the Prospect office at 243-
7300 or Pastor Steve Pichaske (309-
360-3399 / pastorsteve.dunlap@
gmail.com) for more information or 
to apply. 

For more information see the online 
job description: 

https://www.igrc.org/
classifiedsdetail/12866371
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Christian Conversations

Reflections on ordained ministry
BY JAMES BORTELL

Ministers have sacred access into the lives of people 
in health, sickness, happy times, sad times, victories, 
failures, and wellbeing.  Some tasks in ministry, 
with experience, become familiar but never easy. 
For example, when the phone rings at 3 a.m.

One of the exciting challenges of religious leadership is having a 
ministry (in the words of the Book of Common Prayer) to “all sorts 
and conditions” of people.  Jesus said, “follow me.”  He did not say, 
“copy me.”  Ministry is not about making clones of the minister.  
It is helping others experience the love of God and discover and 
develop the best in themselves. Just as each of us has a different 
fingerprint, so our experiences and practices of our faith will be 
both similar and different. In the ministry helping people think is 
vastly more important than to think as the minister thinks. It’s all 
about enabling people to engage head, heart, and deed in finding 
and living out a faith that is truly their own.

The minister is an interpreter of faith. P. T. Forsyth (an early 20th 
century English congregational minister) gave pastors this advice 
“Preach the Gospel and use the Bible. Don’t preach the Bible 
and use the Gospel.” I am so grateful for a ministerial education, 
denomination, and churches that set me free without setting me adrift.

Ministers interpret the faith in a climate of expanding knowledge 
and religious pluralism. This is, in fact, close to the climate in which 
our early faith ancestors lived. 

If all truth is of God, then faith has nothing to fear from new 
findings – even when they don’t fit old ways of thinking.  I 
commend a recent book, The Language of God by Francis Collins.  A 
leading scientist, Dr. Collins is head of the Human Genome Project 
and a man of devout Christian faith.

Religious pluralism is with us to stay and this is wonderful. 
Christian churches are healthier when having a minority status. 
If all truth is of God, then we should think and shape our best 
thoughts about our faith (“be prepared to give an account of the 
hope that is within you” – I Peter 3:15), and (in the well worn but 
sturdy phrase) “let go and let God.” St. Francis gave good counsel on 
this: “preach the gospel at all times, if necessary use words.” 

The real thing in vital religion is not religious “celebrities,” or many 
of the popular books that make the top seller lists, or much of the 
“religion” that makes the headlines– often-sensational headlines.  
Unfortunately, it is this sort of “religion” (often mean spirited, 
exhibitionistic, self-serving, and simplistic) that those outside our 
churches often think we are about. 

The real thing is at the grassroots where people of faith live, work, 
worship, pray, raise families, play, study, and lift the level of life 
around them.  The great majority of these folks work together across 
theological, political and opinion differences. They make positive 
contributions to their communities. They work in soup kitchens; 
take meals to the elderly, mentor children and youth, and give 
generously to good causes. They nurture others in small groups, 
teach Sunday School, serve on committees, volunteer in disaster 
relief efforts, serve on health and welfare boards, support the best 
educational endeavors, volunteer in hospitals, and support justice 
and reconciliation causes. 

Most of the grassroots’ people of faith would rather unite than divide, 
wonder than wrangle, and build bridges than draw lines in the sand. 
Sometimes, of course, we fail and mirror our culture’s ways. 

 A last thought, on the ministerial vocation. Pastors enjoy good 
friendships, where they can be themselves. Most are not pious. Most 
enjoy fun and a good laugh.  They like to be treated as the real and 
fallible human beings they are.  Most of the time, they love their 
work.  Sometimes they don’t love it so much.  They must speak on 
Sundays whether they are inspired or not – usually they are. They 
can become discouraged, have their “off times,” and get discouraged 
or depressed. However, in the big picture most of us – most of the 
time – feel we are deeply privileged to administer Good News in 
a world where the news often isn’t good.  And we are very grateful 
to the people whom we serve and with whom we are in ministry 
together.

(Rev. Bortell is a retired IGRC clergy and writes a regular column for 
the Bloomington Pantagraph that is circulated through Lee Enterprise 
newspapers across Illinois.)

BUILDING BRIDGES 
INSTEAD OF WALLS

BY IN-SOOK HWANG

I grew up in a very 
conservative Presbyterian church 
in Seoul, Korea. Before my 
husband, Bong-Choul, began 
studying for his doctorate at the 

Iliff School of Theology in Denver, I had never seen 
a clergywoman. Gradually, I — a woman and a 
person of color — was awakened to the possibility 
of becoming an ordained pastor in The United 
Methodist Church.

When I finished seminary, I was appointed to 
two churches. I thought to myself, “What confidence 
the bishop and the cabinet have in me! Praise the 
Lord!” However, not everyone praised the Lord. One 
church resisted me as their pastor, even before they 
got to know me. A woman from that congregation 
said, “Pastor In-Sook, you are a wonderful pastor.” 
She should have stopped there, but she went on. 
“But there are three things against you. You are a 
woman. You are a Korean. And your English has 
an accent!” She seemed to be saying, “Three strikes, 
and you’re out!”

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee chair said 
he didn’t think it was biblical to ordain a woman. I 
said, “I’m glad our bishop didn’t have to ask for your 
permission to ordain me and to appoint me here.” 
I was thankful our bishop didn’t wait until local 
churches were ready to accept an ethnic minority 
clergywoman. Guess what? They received two other 
woman pastors after me. No complaint! It’s a work 
in progress.

I feel very blessed as a clergywoman and as a 
pastor of color in The United Methodist Church. 
I am included. We call ourselves the church of 
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.” But are 
we really open to including everyone? Can you see 
the big footnote? It reads, “Except LGBTQ.”  What 
kind of openness is that? I thought we were moving 
forward. Then the special General Conference 2019 
declared an exclusive, punitive and discriminative 
decision that demoralized God’s beloved and 
beautiful people in the name of the Bible. For the 
first time, I feel ashamed. My heart hurts as I feel 
the pain of my LGBTQ brothers and sisters as well 
as their supporters. I sent my apology to them and 
asked for God’s forgiveness.  

At the same time, I struggle on another 
level. As a person who immigrated to the United 
States, I always appreciate being included in this 
country. I am blessed and privileged to be a citizen, 
enjoying freedom, prosperity, beauty of nature and 
opportunities to learn and to work. I have been very 
proud of my adopted country. However, my pride 
has been shattered recently.

For the past year, one word we have heard 
frequently from news media is “wall.” Political 
leaders try to convince us that we are threatened by 
people from other countries and that we need to 
protect ourselves from them. It’s the tip of a giant 
iceberg. We have already built invisible walls among 
people based on race, ethnicity, religion, economic 

class, gender and sexual 
orientation.  The strong walls 
of prejudice, hatred, suspicion 
and systemic racism have 
divided and demonized people. 
People are excluded in this 
country of immigrants.

The story of Peter gives 
us insightful lessons in inclusion. Fisherman Simon 
was transformed into Peter, the Rock, through 
several radical experiences. After Jesus ascended, the 
apostle Peter received the power of the Holy Spirit 
and became a leader of the early church. Another 
transforming experience awaited Peter when he 
encountered Cornelius, a high-ranking Roman 
soldier. Peter and the first Jewish Christians thought 
the salvation of Jesus Christ was limited to people 
just like them. God gave a vision to Peter to be 
awakened and transformed. What did Peter do? Did 
he call a special general conference and wait until 
the law was changed? No!

Peter, driven by the Holy Spirit, took a risk to 
come out of his comfort zone. He knew that Jewish 
law prohibited him from entering a Gentile’s house. 
He was not supposed to associate with Cornelius 
who was not only a Gentile, but also an enemy. But 
Peter, empowered by the Holy Spirit, met Cornelius 
where he was and saw how the Holy Spirit was 
working. The circle of the church was expanded.

This offers a critical lesson for our churches. 
We wait for people to fill our pews. We say, “Our 
doors are open. We welcome you. We are friendly 
people IF you look and act like us.  We accept you 
IF you agree with us about what to believe and how 
to live.” We have forgotten how Jesus reached out to 
people. He walked in towns and along seashores and 
visited people in their homes. Jesus ate with sinners, 
touched the untouchable and healed the sick. We 
also have forgotten how John Wesley reached out 
to people. He came out of the church building and 
became a walking church in the middle of fields 
where poor and marginalized people were. 

Just as Jesus Christ was the bridge between God 
and all humanity through his incarnated life, the 
church’s role is to connect God and people. It takes 
risks, sacrifice and empowerment of the Holy Spirit to 
break down walls and barriers and to build bridges.

Inclusion is easy to talk about, but hard to 
practice. But it’s possible. It begins with you and 
me. I am thankful for being included in The United 
Methodist Church and in this country. I realize 
that I am blessed to be a blessing for those who are 
excluded and marginalized. I should be a voice for 
the voiceless. We all are called to be in solidarity 
with those who are excluded, to break through the 
barriers and build bridges. May it be so.

(Rev. Hwang is a retired elder of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference, who served for 30 years as a 
pastor and district superintendent. She retired from 
Carbondale Grace in 2018.)

God loves everybody. So should the church
Editor, The Current:

Debby and I have been at East Bay Camp since 
Sunday night where I have been the chaplain for 
the United Methodist camping programs this week. 
About halfway through and after nine what-passes-
for-sermons-from-me, I am convinced the future of 
the church is bright. 
The staff, the counselors, the counselors-in-training, 
and campers (kids! All of them!) have shown care, 
compassion, faith, and an absolute unwillingness 

to put up with the foolishness so rampant in the 
church today. As one young camper (about 9 years 
old) told me (in church, in front of everybody), 
“God loves everybody. The church should, too.” 
What? Wait. Everybody? I asked. And they all said, in 
raucous noise that rocked my socks, “YES!” 
Those who think otherwise, be warned.
God bless church camp. And these kids.
Wally Carlson
IGRC Retired Clergy
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Local Church News

Photo courtesy of The Underdog Gang 

Eight-year-old Joby Nelson, a member of Edwardsville St. John’s 
UMC, released the second book titled, The Class Pet, in his book 
series, The Underdog Gang. He is also the author of The Playground 
Adventures which is the first book in the book series Joby wrote and 
illustrated when he was in first grade. 
Joby has loved to read and draw pictures since he was five years old. 
When he was in kindergarten, Joby started making illustrated books 
using notebook paper and #2 pencils. In first grade, Joby asked his 
parents if he could become a “real” author and make one of his 
books have a hard cover. With his parent’s help, Joby published his 
first “real”, 80-page illustrated, adventure book in first grade so the 
kids in his class would laugh and love to read as much as he does.
Joby sells his books for a $15 donation. The books are available to 
purchase through his Facebook page @authorjobynelson, Amazon.
com and at Afterwords Books in Edwardsville. Joby uses the proceeds 
from book sales to provide educational scholarships for students 
who attend the Ganta United Methodist School in Gompa City, 
Liberia. He also has hopes to be able to travel on a mission trip 
one day to visit the students he sponsors. A portion of the book 
proceeds are saved for that mission trip.

Forrest takes front seat in effort to curtail school violence
BY STEVE STEIN
Peoria Journal-Star

MACKINAW — High school students across 
the country are mobilizing in an effort to combat the 
seemingly never-ending rash of violence in their schools.

Deer Creek-Mackinaw 
High School senior Garrett 
Forrest has joined the 
crusade.

The 17-year-old is the 
new national director of 
events and philanthropy for 
Students on Safety, a Texas-
based student-run and -led 
not-for-profit organization 
formed in February that has 
more than 70 chapters across 
the country.

Forrest said about 
300 students applied for the events and philanthropy job 
through an online process that included video interviews 
of finalists by Toni Dower, Students on Safety's founder 
and director and a sophomore at McMillen High School in 
Murphy, Texas.

He was hired July 5.
"After I did some research and learned Students on 

Safety advocates for a cause I believe in, I decided to apply 
for the job," Forrest said.

Forrest said Students on Safety's objectives are 
twofold.

One is to educate students about how to identify 

violence threats in their school and what they can do to 
prevent that violence.

The second is to create bipartisan, commonsense 
measures to stop violence in schools.

Forrest's first task in his new job is to get the word out 
nationally about Students on Safety and raise funds so local 
chapters can hold events.

Students in the organization will be going door to 
door in their communities with a brochure and a script 
written by Forrest. The campaign will be launched this 
week in St. Louis.

Forrest said he prefers the door-to-door approach over 
a telephone blitz, and he speaks from personal experience.

"I made calls for the Daniel Biss campaign for 
governor last year. I'd say 90% of the people I called didn't 
answer the phone, and of the 10% who did answer, 1% 
actually listened to my spiel," he said.

Forrest will speak with Students on Safety's Midwest 
region representatives next month and work on forming a 
local chapter of the organization.

Dower founded her local chapter of Students on Safety 
in April 2018, two months after the shootings at Parkland 
High School in Florida.

Students on Safety went national early this year, 
and national officers were sought through an Instagram 
campaign.

It's been a busy summer for Forrest, who went to 
San Antonio for the Future Business Leaders of America's 
national conference and to Washington, D.C., for the 
Leadership Initiatives Advanced Law & Trial Internship 
Summit.

He finished in fourth place in a political science 
competition in Texas, and in Washington, he was among 
high school students who helped a D.C. law firm create 
a real-life case for a client who was a whistleblower in 
a federal agency and has allegedly been the victim of 
retaliation.

After school resumes at Dee-Mack, Forrest will run for 
student body president in a September election. He already 
is senior class president.

He's an active student at Dee-Mack, one of the driving 
forces behind fundraisers that have generated $21,000 for 
St. Jude Children's Research Hospital over the past two 
school years.

Forrest is the son of Mitchell and Rev. Shelly Forrest, 
pastor at Mackinaw United Methodist Church.

He said his activism has been inspired by these words 
from John Wesley, founder of the Methodist religious 
movement in the 18th century:

"Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, 
in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the 
times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you 
can."

With that mantra driving him, "I can't take a back 
seat," Forrest said. "If there's a situation that needs to be 
improved, I have to do something."

For more information on Students on Safety, go to 
studentsonsafety.org.

(Reprinted with permission from the July 28 issue of the 
Peoria Journal-Star, www.pjstar.com) 

LAY SERVANT AUTHORS BOOK 
ON 1966 MASS SHOOTING

PENFIELD — Maureen Hughes, 
a lay member to annual conference and 
certified lay servant from the Middlefork 
UMC, Iroquois River District, has 
published a book about Adrian Littlefield 
who was a victim of a 1966 mass shooting 
at the University of Texas-Austin.

Hughes, who has authored eight 
books, has a law enforcement background, 

was asked to write the 
story of Littlefield in 2017. 
“I met with him and was 
transformed by his story, 
which led to the book Satan 
at my Window (published in 
December 2018),” Hughes 
said.

Satan at my Window is 
available through Amazon.
com or signed issues 
through Hughes. She can 
be reached by email at: 
maureenhughes@yahoo.com.

On Aug. 1, 1966, 
Charles Whitman shot 41 people from the 
top of the campus clock tower. Littlefield 
was the second person shot. A 19-year-old 
seminary student at the time, Littlefield 
had a calling to the ministry at a young 
age.  His excitement of preaching God’s 
word to the young, the elderly, the rich, 
the destitute was foremost in his life.  He 
thought his dream had come to an end 
when he laid on the hot concrete below 
the Clocktower with a bullet in his back.  

Surgeons put Adrian’s body together 
again but was warned that he would be 

in a wheelchair the rest of his life. How 
can he be an effective servant of God if he 
can’t walk?  Where is God?  How could 
He let this happen to me when I had 
dedicated my life to Him?

Weeks of long surgeries and painful 
healing followed. Nights of terror when 
sirens screamed into the emergency 
room woke him from sleep and left him 
trembling. “I will walk again! I will stand 
at the pulpit and tell of God’s love! I will 
walk among those who want to know of 
God’s grace and love.”

And so he did.  Through prayer and 
determination Adrian stood and walked 
on his own.  But, another test of Adrian’s 
faith came when on a night he couldn’t 
sleep a film crossed his hospital room 
and stopped at his window.  A voice 
announced that Adrian wasn’t going to 
fulfill his commitment to God.  Satan’s 
voice.  Satan taunted Adrian throughout 
his recovery and afterwards, that he failed 
to get him in Austin but that he would.  

For 50 plus years Satan has taken the 
back seat to most of Adrian’s life.  God 
has blessed Adrian with two sons and a 
loving wife…allowing his dream to reach 
thousands across the world with his story 
of God’s faithfulness and power.  Today, 
Satan at my Window is touching those 
who have lost their faith in God because 
of some tragic event or a catastrophic 
experience.  Satan at my Window has been 
a helpful source in their healing process 
and re-gaining their trust and faith in 
God.
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ISAAC-SAVAGE 
INDUCTED INTO 
HALL OF FAME

Dr. Paulette Isaac-Savage, Professor of Adult 
Education and wife of Rev.  Gerald L Savage,  retired 
elder and part-time pastor at the United Methodist 
Church at New Athens, will be one of two US adult 
educators inducted into the International Adult and 
Continuing Education Hall of Fame class of 2019 
in Belgrade, Serbia, in September. She is receiving 
the honor for over 30 years in adult education 
as a practitioner and a scholar. She has several 
publications pertaining to adult religious education 
within the black church.

Going solar in Normal

Local Church News

Photos by Bob Frank 

Bishop Frank J. Beard visited Edwardsville St. John’s UMC on Sunday, Aug. 4. Beard preached and celebrated Holy 
Communion. He is pictured with associate pastor Mary McQuilkin and senior pastor Grant Armstrong.
Following the service, Beard took a look at the church’s 2.5 acre mission garden with Michelle Babb, garden coordinator. The garden 
provides fresh vegetables for 12 food pantries and churches serving free meals in the St. Louis Metro East area. Last year the garden 
supplied over 22,200 pounds. Lessie Bates Neighborhood House food pantry, East St. Louis receives a large shipment weekly.

BY CHRISTINA KROST

NORMAL – Pastors Kent and Kathy King-Nobles 
are no strangers to stewardship. In each of their 
appointments, they’ve made caring for creation a priority, 
and Normal First UMC is no different. 

Some of the projects they’ve tackled at Normal First, 
with the leadership of their Green Team, are transitioning 
to reusable dishes instead of using Styrofoam or paper 
products and upgrading their lighting to LED’s, saving 
them thousands of dollars and keeping tons of carbon 
out of the air, making it easier for their neighbors in 
range of coal-fired power plants to breathe. 

Recently, Bloomington-Normal completed their 
second solar group buy through Midwest Renewable 
Energy Association (MREA). A solar group buy is where 
property owners and renters throughout the group buy 
territory pool their buying power and secure significant 
discounts that make installing solar more affordable. 
Educational events, called Solar Power Hours, are held 
throughout the area. Interested parties attend one of 
these events to learn more about the benefits of solar and 
connect with a solar installer. The installer then follows 
up with an evaluation of your home and a proposal for 
a solar system. Currently, there are generous federal 
and state tax rebates for solar, making the cost to the 
consumer only about 35 to 40 percent of the total cost of 
the system. 

Normal First UMC hosted one of these community 

Solar Power Hour events in June 2018. The trustees 
researched the possibilities of installing solar panels 
both on the roof of the church and the parsonage.  They 
decided to wait on the church roof until further building 
work was completed, but the parsonage roof looked to be 
a prime location for solar panels.  The Trustees signed the 
contract in the fall of 2018 and the panels were installed 
on the parsonage in January.  

Since the panels have been installed at the 
parsonage, so far they have saved 3131.4 pounds of 
carbon dioxide emissions which equals almost 80 trees 
being planted.  In addition, the electric savings has been 
$125. Though the church did not receive tax rebates, they 
did qualify for Solar Renewable Energy Credits (SREC), 
making the project much more affordable. 

This project helps Normal First UMC live out their 
mission to love God and neighbor. Caring for God’s 
creation is part of our Christian walk, because treading 
lighter on the Earth here in Illinois helps preserve our 
shared land, air, and water for future generations. 

Solar group buys are currently happening in Metro 
East, Champaign-Urbana, Bloomington-Normal, 
and East Central IL. The federal tax incentives will be 
decreasing in the next few years, so now is a great time to 
look into solar at your home or house or worship. 

If you’re interested in setting up a Green Team at your 
church or want to get more information on going solar, 
contact Christina Krost at christina@faithinplace.org. 
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Photos courtesy of Bob Weiss, Carbondale First UMC 

Twenty-six members of the Sanctuary Choir of Carbondale First UMC were part of the 250-member 
choir directed by composer/conductor Pepper Choplin at Carnegie Hall in New York May 26.
On the recommendation of composers Joseph Martin and Mark Hayes, who have directed at Carbondale 
First, Carnegie Hall contacted the choir was contacted in the early spring of 2018 about being a part of 
one of its concert programs. They were invited to submit audition recordings.
Twenty-six singers of the church’s 50-voice choir along with nine spouses made the trip to New York. 
Participants paid for their own way with assistance provided through a church fundraiser for the youth 
members of the choir.

In conjunction with May 18-19 worship services, 
Chillicothe First UMC Church celebrated a 
significant milestone in their journey to build a new 
church. Subsequent to purchasing land within the 
Chillicothe city limits to serve as the building site and 
procuring preliminary architectural plans, an initial 

fundraising campaign 
was launched in October 
2017 to raise funding for 
the construction of the 
new church building.  At 
the halfway point of that 
three-year campaign, 
nearly two-thirds of 
the funds pledged 
have been received! To 
celebrate this milestone, 
the Capital Campaign 
Committee of the church 
served cupcakes and 

ice cream in the church parlor to all weekend worship 
attendees. We look forward to future milestones in this 
exciting new chapter in the life of Chillicothe First UMC 
as we are “United in Our Journey”!

Photo courtesy of Carolyn Ridenour, Mt. Zion UMC

Mt. Zion UMC celebrated its 45th anniversary May 19 with a celebration.
Pictured is Bishop Frank J. Beard (right) presenting a Bishop’s Blessing to the 
Church to Rev. Ted Hartley, pastor of the church.

Photo courtesy of Paul Newhall
Members of the Reynolds-Taylor Ridge UMC’s assembled flood buckets to assist persons in Davenport, Iowa, 
in May.
Relief efforts continue throughout the upper Midwest following torrential rains this spring. Numerous 
locations experienced flooding. Cleanup and recovery efforts continue.

Photo courtesy of Doug Olson
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Preparing to share Christ on campus
BY AMY SHREVE

The students coming to college are a more 
diverse and a less Christian group than ever before, 
but they are curious about spirituality.  Will you pray 
that we meet students where they are and have deep 
conversations about Christ as they explore spiritual 
practices?  

According to Barna research, Gen Z, one name 
given the incoming college freshman, views church 
as unimportant and they are prioritizing education, 
profession, and financial independence.   13-18 
years old are twice as likely as adults to say they are 
atheist.  As a result, campus ministry continues to 
look very different from local church ministry.  First, 
campus ministries are building relationships with 
students who have never been in church and believe 
church is unimportant. This is time intensive, slow, 
transformative work.  

Chris, a graduate student at the University of 
Illinois, was excited about welcome week activities at 
the Wesley Student Center, especially the ice cream 
give-away.  When she invited her friends to join her 
and they realized it was a Christian organization, 
they turned down Chris’s invitation.  Luckily, the 
relationship and opportunity doesn’t begin and end 
there.  Chris has the opportunity to invite her friends 
each Friday to the Wesley Student Center for coffee 
and a meal.  Here, they may experience the radical 
hospitality and love of Christ that will open student-
initiated conversations about faith.

The director and campus minister at the Wesley 
Student Center understand the skepticism, reluctance, 
and distrust students have for religious institutions 
and seek to slowly build relationship with students by 
making safe, welcoming space for students to gather 
and study as well as meeting physical needs through a 
student-only food pantry and distributing reclaimed 
meals from the dining halls.  

Campus ministries crack open the door for 
students to explore faith and trust God.  And 
sometimes the door is flung wide open as students 
grow in faith and leadership.  Check out the hero-
making videos from Annual Conference found 
at https://www.wesleyfoundationsofillinois.org/
who-we-are  to hear from Gretchen Long, a student 
who went from participating in an hour of prayer to 
planning ISU Merge’s 24/7 prayer vigil and Kenny 
Smallhorn, who engages students across University 
of Illinois’ campus to relieve community and campus 
hunger through Illini Fighting Hunger.

EIU Wesley Foundation celebrating 60 years of ministry 
CHARLESTON – Mark your calendars now to join us for our 
60th anniversary celebration during Homecoming weekend, 
Oct. 25-26. 
An Open House at the EIU Wesley Foundation is planned for 
Friday, Oct. 25, from 7 to 9 p.m.  You are also invited to fellow-
ship and food during the university tailgate from noon to 2 p.m. 

Saturday. Attend a special celebration dinner is also planned at 
Charleston Wesley UMC, starting at 6 p.m. Saturday. 
Contact Betzy Elifrits Warren, Campus Minister/Director at: 
betzy@eiuwesley.org  for more information or to RSVP.  You 
can also RSVP online at eiuwf60thanniversary.eventbrite.com.

Campus updates

WIU Wesley Foundation announces new director 
BY BENNETT WOODS
President, WIU Wesley Foundation Board

MACOMB – The Wesley Foundation at Western Illinois University has 
announced that the Rev. Janice Serafinca has been selected as the new 
campus minister/director of the WIU Wesley Foundation.
Serafinca is an ordained elder who has served in the Philippians for more 
than 20 years in both church and school contexts.  She brings a wealth of 
experience recently serving as faculty at Harris Memorial College teaching 
both biology and Old Testament courses.  With the help of the Confer-
ence, Serafinca is in the process of obtaining a visa to move to Macomb 
to fill her new ministry here.

To begin the 2019-2020 school year, the Board has selected Rev. Carrie 
Carnes to serve as interim campus minister/director of the Foundation. 
Carnes is an ordained elder of the IGRC where she has served multiple 
churches and currently lives in Abington.  
Rev. Carnes will serve until Rev. Serafinca can relocate to the United 
States. The Board and interim, with consultation with Rev. Janice, will 
continue strengthening and building new relationship on campus at WIU 
and in the Conference. The Board is pleased to welcome both well quali-
fied and Christ filled individuals to guide and lead the Foundation. It is the 
board’s prayer that they may being Christ’s love and welcome to the WIU 
Wesley Foundation and the surrounding campus and community.

Resources  
to check out
www.barna.com 
Search Gen Z for the current research 
and generational trends.  There are 
articles, books, and infographics.
The Awakened Life: An 8-Week Guide to 
Student Well-Being by Sarah E. Bool-
inger & Andela R. Olsen available at 
Cokesbury.
A great resource for students and 
young adults to counter rising anxiety 
with mindfulness practices rooted in 
Christian tradition.
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BISHOP BEARD’S PASTORAL LETTER REGARDING SHOOTINGS IN EL PASO, DAYTON
My dear Sisters and Brothers:
It is sad to face the reality that violence, hatred and 
bloodshed has become commonplace in our society. This 
brutal reality cannot and should not be accepted and 
normalized by people of faith. While we lift our voices 
together in prayer for the victims, families, and cities where 
these recent mass shootings have occurred, we are also 
reminded of our moral obligation to “resist evil in whatever 
form it presents itself.”
This steady occurrence of violence, fueled by racism and 
hatred, cannot be fed by the energy derived from the 
silence of Christians that fail to speak out against such evil. 
It is not enough to just whisper prayers of intercession for 
those who have been victimized; we must also unite our 

voices in crying out against the root causes of these acts of 
injustice.  
I prayerfully call upon the United Methodists of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference to help shoulder the responsibility 
for seeking solutions that will move us all closer together as 
children beloved of God. I urge us to work towards tearing 
down walls that separate, divide, and cause us to remain 
fragmented and fractured.  
Racism is a sin and a disease that must be dealt with by 
people of faith. Only the love of God, anchored in Jesus 
Christ, can rid our society and our world of this vile and 
sin-fueled evil that would cause innocent and helpless men, 
women, and children to fall prey to these senseless acts of 
bloodshed and hatred. I urge you to pray for healing and 

restoration as you use your voice to speak out against this 
and other acts of hostility.
Please know that my heart hurts and aches alongside yours 
as we face the brutal fact that we live in a broken world. 
Your faith and your testimony to the transforming power of 
Jesus Christ is needed now more than ever. Let us unite as 
people of faith and demonstrate to the world that we will 
not allow hatred to thrive and divide us. Let us demonstrate 
through our living and our praying the words of a much-
loved hymn, “Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin 
with me!”
God Bless,
Bishop Frank J. Beard

Improper voting at GC2019 voids key vote
BY HEATHER HAHN

LEXINGTON, Ky. (UMNews)  – General 
Conference organizers have determined enough 
improper voting likely took place at the 2019 special 
session to nullify a key vote on how congregations 
can leave The United Methodist Church. 

The Commission on General Conference — 
meeting behind closed doors during its Aug. 7-9 
meeting — reviewed an investigation that found 
“credible objective evidence” of four ineligible 
people casting votes using the credentials of 
delegates who were not present.

The commission did not speak in public about 
its investigation’s findings and did not provide 
the names of the accused ineligible voters or the 
conferences they represented.

“When you are dealing with allegations, they 
may or may not be factual in nature so you don’t 
want to do any defamation of anyone’s character by 
inappropriately saying certain things,” said Bishop 
Thomas J. Bickerton later told United Methodist 
News. He is the Council of Bishops representative 
on the commission and leads the New York 
Conference.

Ultimately, the commission wants the Judicial 
Council — the denomination’s top court — to weigh 
what the fraudulent voting means for the legality of 
the disaffiliation legislation.

The investigation findings come more than five 
months after a pivotal special General Conference, 
called by the Council of Bishops to try to resolve the 
longtime debate over the status of LGBTQ people. 
Since the Feb. 23-26 special session in St. Louis, 
discussions of splitting the denomination have only 
intensified and giving to general church ministries 
has dropped. 

The denomination’s top lawmaking body, by a 
vote of 438-384, adopted the Traditional Plan that 
adds enforcement measures to bans on same-sex 
weddings and “self-avowed practicing” gay clergy.

The number of ineligible voters was too slim 
to affect that outcome. However, the invalid vote 
count was enough to cast doubt on the disaffiliation 
legislation that allows, with limitations, 
congregations to leave the denomination while 
keeping church property.

By a two-vote margin, 402-400, the body 
substituted a minority report for Petition 90066, the 
originally submitted disaffiliation legislation.

Because voting at General Conference is 
supposed to be confidential, the investigation did 
not determine whether the ineligible voters favored 
the substitution or not. But under Robert’s Rules 
of Order — which General Conference uses — the 
possibility that invalid ballots might affect the result 
of a vote invalidates the entire ballot.

“Having found sufficient evidence that there 
were invalid votes that potentially affected the result 
of the vote, the Commission determined that the 
vote to substitute the minority report is void,” the 
commission leadership said in a press release.

The substitution eliminated the precondition 
that departing churches repay any grants from their 
annual conference. It also gave a conference’s board 
of trustees, rather than the bishop, a role in setting 
the terms and conditions of church’s departure.

The substitution required that departing 
churches make any payments under those terms 
and conditions prior to the effective date of 
departure. The original legislation allowed a term of 
payment up to 10 years.

With the substitution, the disaffiliation 
plan went on to pass by 420-390. It is now listed 
as an addendum to the Book of Discipline, the 
denomination’s policy book. Seven congregations in 
Mississippi already have used the legislation to exit 
the denomination.

The Rev. Beth Ann Cook, a 2019 General 
Conference delegate from the Indiana Conference, 
presented the minority report and serves on the 
General Conference commission. 

"The Commission on GC acted with the 
highest integrity," she told United Methodist 
News. "I’m blessed to be associated with all of our 
members. I’m obviously disappointed that the 
substitute motion vote had to be voided. I will 
continue to pray and work for a gracious exit path. 
As I said at GC2019, I believe this is how we can best 
live out Christ’s call to love one another deeply in 
the midst of disagreement."

The commission is asking the Council of 
Bishops to refer the matter to the Judicial Council. 
The church’s top court has the authority to 
determine legality of General Conference actions, 
and the press release said the commission itself 
could not make the request to the top court but the 
bishops could. The Judicial Council already has 
announced its docket for its Oct. 29-Nov. 1 meeting 
in Evanston, Illinois.  

The commission also plans to initiate 
conversations on membership statistics with the 
Council of Bishops and the General Council on 
Finance and Administration, the denomination’s 
administrative agency. An annual conference’s 
number of professing members helps determine its 
number of General Conference delegates, but the 
membership data available can be out of date and 
unreliable.

The investigation also raised the possibility of 
irregularities in how delegates were selected and 
instructed to vote. The commission, behind closed 
doors, voted to refer these allegations to the Council 
of Bishops for further investigation.

Bishops preside over annual conference 
meetings where delegates are elected.

The Book of Discipline urges open 
church meetings “in the spirit of openness and 
accountability” and “great restraint” in closing 
doors to the public.

Paragraph 722 makes some exceptions, 
including for “communications with attorneys.” It 
was under this exception, the commission voted to 
go into closed session.

The paragraph also says: “A report on 
the results of a closed session shall be made 
immediately upon its conclusion or as soon 
thereafter as is practicable.”

Bickerton insisted there were good reasons for 
the commission’s reticence about its decisions. He 
said the commission is consulting with its attorneys 
in what it says in its recommendations.

“We have to maintain strict confidentiality or 
the integrity of those further investigations goes 
into jeopardy,” he said.

(Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United 
Methodist News. To read more United Methodist 
news, subscribe to the free Daily or Weekly Digests.)

Voided vote sidelines IGRC disaffiliation plan
SPRINGFIELD – A decision by the Commission on General 
Conference voiding a procedural vote due to alleged improprieties 
have left IGRC leaders with uncertainty as they were preparing the 
conference’s exit plan for roll out on Sept. 1.
As part of the disaffiliation plan, a new paragraph, paragraph 2553, 
was ruled constitutional by the Judicial Council. Since the new 
paragraph is at the center of the controversy, conference leaders are 
halting work on the exit plan utilizing the new paragraph until the 
Judicial Council rules.
Churches are still able to utilize paragraphs 213 and 2549 to exit 
under the United Methodist Church’s trust clause. Persons wanting 
to know the exit plan under those provisions should contact their 
District Superintendent.

File photo by Mike DuBose, UM News.
Bishops Thomas J. Bickerton (center) and Gregory V. Palmer (right) confer with 
colleagues on legislative procedures during the 2019 United Methodist General 
Conference in St. Louis. Bickerton is the Council of Bishops representative 
on the Commission on General Conference. The Commission on General 
Conference — meeting behind closed doors — reviewed an investigation that 
found evidence of four ineligible people casting votes using the credentials of 
delegates who were not present.  
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Iowa clergyperson 
to face trial

What to expect at GC2020
BY HEATHER HAHN

LEXINGTON, Ky. (UMNews)  – With the 
benefit of 20/20 hindsight, organizers hope to improve 
proceedings at General Conference 2020.

Among the adjustments that delegates can expect 
are stricter requirements for their credentials after an 
investigation found four ineligible people cast votes 
during the 2019 special General Conference using 
credentials of absent delegates.

Changes at The United Methodist Church’s top 
policy-making assembly also include more time for 
legislative action during plenary sessions as well as 
some proposed revisions to the rules of order.

Ultimately, it will be up to delegates to approve 
any rule changes and keep to the schedule when they 
meet May 5-15, 2020, in Minneapolis. The theme for 
the gathering will be “…and know that I am God” 
from Psalm 46.

At its last planned face-to-face meeting before 
GC2020, the Commission on General Conference 
spent much of its time dealing with the ramifications 
of what happened at the February special session in St. 
Louis.

“The Commission on the General Conference is 
committed to protecting the integrity of the legislative 
process,” said Kim Simpson, commission chair, in 
a statement following the Aug. 7-9 meeting. The 
commission elected Simpson of the Central Texas 
Conference after her predecessor Duncan McMillan 
resigned due to health reasons.

The commission determined that the four 
ineligible votes were enough to invalidate a key vote 
on how congregations can leave the denomination. 
But the commission also wants the denomination’s 
top court, the Judicial Council, to decide what the 
fraudulent voting means for the full disaffiliation 
legislation.

In a three-page report released late Aug. 15, 
the commission outlined its actions as well as new 
registration and voting procedures for possible 
implementation.

The recommended procedures would require 
primary and reserve delegates to:

• Present government-issued identification 
and their annual conference-issued 
credential card to register.

• Register individually rather than as a group 
or delegation.

• Use dedicated points of entry into the 
plenary.

• Use nametags that include their photos.
• Sit in assigned seats within their delegations.

The recommended procedures also require 
a dedicated check-in table for reserve delegates 
and language interpretation at registration. The 
recommendations stress the need for commission 
personnel to use consistent names for delegates, 
including ensuring their names match government 
IDs on file and visa tracking sheets. 

Other concerns raised at the 2019 General 
Conference have led to some proposed changes to 
rules of order. 

Chief among these is a new rule that says:
“Delegates are free to vote according to their 

conscience without interference by others observing, 
monitoring, or recording their votes. Persons shall not 
give or accept bribes or threaten delegates in order to 
influence voting.”

On the final day of the highly contentious 2019 
General Conference, a delegate raised concerns that 
some delegates were being bribed for their votes. The 
Committee on Ethics was not able to substantiate that 
allegation.

Still, suspicions and hard feelings remain.
“We’re in an unfortunate time in the church when 

we felt we needed to say this,” said Stephanie Henry, 
the Rules Committee chair.

The commission is proposing other rule revisions 
that would:

• Require delegates to use placards or flags to 
raise points of order, rather than entering the 
digital queuing system used during the two 
previous General Conferences.

• Require that before delegates vote to end 

Photo by Heather Hahn, UM News.
Sara Hotchkiss, General Conference business manager, speaks to the Commission on General Conference during its 
meeting at First United Methodist Church in Lexington, Ky. 

MORE ABOUT THE 2020 GENERAL CONFERENCE
The Dakotas-Minnesota Episcopal Area host team 
has created a website, www.gc2020welcome.org, to 
welcome delegates and offer volunteer opportunities 
for other guests.
Each day of General Conference will begin with 
worship and adjourn at 6:30 p.m. CDT, with the 
exception of May 9 — the last day of legislative 
committee work —which adjourns at 9:30 p.m. 
One of the challenges the commission’s program 
committee faced is accommodating groups who 
requested to speak before legislative committees were 
fully immersed in their work. 
Most of these groups will be introducing legislation 
requested by earlier General Conferences, including 
work on denomination’s Social Principles, development 
of a more global Book of Discipline and a study of the 
number of U.S. bishops. 

The first-week schedule also includes the Episcopal 
Address and the Young People’s address on May 6 and 
the Laity Address on May 7.
Not on the schedule yet is any discussion of proposals 
being developed to dramatically restructure or split 
the church in the wake of the denomination’s still-
unresolved dispute over the status of LGBTQ people.
Without proposals in hand or specific requests for 
time, the commission isn’t able to anticipate what 
might be needed. However, the agenda and calendar 
committee can adjust the schedule onsite.
The commission also approved a budget that includes 
$29 a day per diem for each delegate’s meals. Lodging 
expenses will be paid directly to the hotel.
Visitors also will be asked to pay a $10 registration fee 
each day they attend. The fee is voluntary.

GC 2020 CONTINUED ON  PAGE 12

BY ARTHUR MCCLANAHAN

DES MOINES, Iowa (UMNews) – The Rev. 
Anna Blaedel will face a church trial after an 
Iowa Conference Committee on Investigation 
certified charges against Blaedel.
Blaedel has been charged under ¶ 2702.1 in 
The United Methodist Book of Discipline, 
according to published reports. That paragraph 
spells out chargeable offenses, including “practices declared by 
The United Methodist Church to be incompatible with Christian 
teachings, including … being a self-avowed practicing homosexual.”
Blaedel has faced several complaints after announcing publicly at 
the 2016 Iowa Conference that: “I am a self-avowed practicing 
homosexual.” Blaedel resigned as director of the Wesley Center at 
the University of Iowa last April during Holy Week. 
In a letter to the conference after resigning as campus minister, 
Blaedel said, “My decision is rooted in two urgent longings: to shift 
time and energy toward writing my dissertation, and to carve space 
for imagining future vocational and denominational possibilities.”
The original 
complaint against 
Blaedel was raised 
by John Lomperis, a 
Chicago-based United 
Methodist, who serves 
as United Methodist 
director of the 
Institute on Religion 
and Democracy in 
Washington. The 
institute is a member 
of the Renewal and 
Reform Coalition in 
The United Methodist 
Church, which has 
lobbied for maintaining 
church bans on 
ordaining gay clergy and same-sex marriage. 
The Rev. Bob Ward, counsel for the church, referred the complaint 
to the Committee on Investigation on May 20. Blaedel met with the 
committee Aug. 8. The Rev. Tyler Schwaller represents Blaedal.
According to the Discipline, the church’s lawbook, trials should be 
“regarded as an expedient of last resort.” Trials since 2010 include 
the Rev. Amy DeLong in Wisconsin in 2011 and the Rev. Frank 
Schaefer in Pennsylvania in 2013. DeLong was charged with violating 
The United Methodist Church’s ban on non-celibate, gay clergy and 
the prohibition against clergy officiating at same-sex unions and 
Schaefer with performing a same-sex wedding for his son.
Iowa Conference Bishop Laurie Haller said in a statement that 
she would be appointing a United Methodist bishop from outside 
the conference as the presiding officer of the judicial process as 
it moves toward trial. “I would also issue a reminder that a just 
resolution is possible throughout the entire complaint process, and 
is, in fact, the preferred option,” Haller said in the pastoral statement.
Haller said that, as a pastoral leader of the conference, she lamented 
the fact that for almost 50 years, “The United Methodist Church has 
spent untold time, energy, and money debating human sexuality.”
The bishop asked for prayers for Blaedel, for the Iowa Conference 
and for “all of our LGBTQIA brothers and sisters whose gifts and 
graces for ministry continue to make a difference in Iowa, in our 
country and around the world.”
After the committee’s decision, Blaedel wrote on Facebook, "I 
receive this news with deep sadness and grief. We offered and 
invited ways to do this differently, and had hoped against hope that 
this might be an opportunity to create something more just, holy, 
and loving, together.”
More than 400 United Methodist clergy and laity of Indiana have 
expressed support for Blaedel in a public letter.
The time and place for the trial is yet to be determined. The jury 
will consist of 13 persons selected from a pool of 35. Nine of the 
13 must vote to sustain charges and nine votes are also required for 
conviction, according to The United Methodist lawbook.
(McClanahan is the director of communications for the Iowa Conference. 
Dan Gangler, a retired communicator in the Indiana Conference, 
contributed to this report.)

Photo by Arthur McClanahan, Iowa Conference.
The Rev. Anna Blaedel (at microphone) speaks 
during the Iowa Annual Conference in June 
2016. Blaedel is facing a church trial after being 
charged under the ban against ordination of a 
“self-avowed practicing homosexual.” 
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UMCNext plan would end LGBTQ restrictions
BY SAM HODGES

DALLAS (UM News) – A group of 
centrists and progressives is offering a 
plan that would eliminate The United 
Methodist Church’s restrictions against 
LGBTQ ordination and same-sex wed-
dings, while allowing local churches that 
disagree to depart and organize into 
new forms of Methodism.

This latest effort to address the denomination’s deep, 
longstanding division over homosexuality comes from the 
convening team of the UMCNext coalition, which includes 
Reconciling Ministries Network, Uniting Methodists and 
Mainstream UMC.

“The UMCNext Proposal allows a 
creative way for churches to build a 
new expression of Methodism if de-
sired and a path to create a renewed 
global United Methodist Church for 
those who remain,” said the Rev. Junius 
B. Dotson, executive convener of the 
team and top executive of United 

Methodist Discipleship Ministries.
Though the plan is still being fleshed out in petition form, 
backers say it would keep The United Methodist Church 
intact, while also allowing greater regional autonomy and a 
gracious exit.
The plan clearly anticipates the exodus of some churches.
“Respectful separation is a way for us to keep faith with 
how each region and sector discerns the will of God for 
Christian living and mission while doing no harm, doing 
all the good we can and sustaining our attention to loving 
and serving God,” says a statement released with the plan’s 
basic components.
The United Methodist Church has faced conflict for 
decades over how accepting to be of homosexuality. 
The volatile 2019 special General Conference in St. 
Louis – which by a 438-384 vote approved the Traditional 
Plan reinforcing restrictions on ordination and same-sex 
weddings – has led to broad agreement that separation or 
some form of major reorganization is needed. 
The UMCNext Proposal follows the recent public debut of 
the Bard-Jones Plan, offered by two United Methodist bish-

ops and calling for The United Methodist Church to remain 
as an umbrella organization for mostly separate groups. Also 
recently unveiled – and conceived by a group of centrists, 
progressives and traditionalists – is the Indianapolis Plan, 
which would create at least two separate denominations.
The petitions deadline for the 2020 General Conference is 
Sept. 18, and talks continue among various groups.
For example, bishops from non-U.S. central conferences 
organized an Aug. 16-17 meeting at Floris United Methodist 
Church, in Herndon, Virginia. There, a theologically diverse 
group of church leaders reviewed the UMCNext plan and 
others.
“During the candid and prayerful discussions, the group 
agreed that it seems inevitable that there will be some 
form of separation of the church as a way to resolve the 
impasse,” a press release said.
The UMCNext coalition grew out of two meetings of 
centrist and progressive leaders held soon after the 2019 
General Conference. A much larger gathering was held May 
20-22 at the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection 
in Leawood, Kansas.
Afterwards, the group announced four commitments, 
including opposing the Traditional Plan as passed in St. Louis, 
and working to end restrictions against LGBTQ participa-
tion in The United Methodist Church.
The UMNext Proposal would have an immediate morato-
rium on charges against LGBTQ clergy, clergy performing 
same-sex weddings or other charges stemming from provi-
sions of the Traditional Plan.
And it would remove from the United Methodist Book of 
Discipline language used to restrict pastors and churches 
from conducting same-sex weddings and annual confer-
ences from licensing or ordaining “self-avowed practicing 
homosexuals” – as has been official policy for decades.
“Ministers will have the same ability they do now per the 
current Book of Discipline to determine who is ready for 
marriage. The plan treats everyone fairly and equitably and 
allows us to reimagine a United Methodist Church free 
from the current restriction and welcoming all of God’s 
children,” said Jan Lawrence, a member of the conven-
ing team and executive director of Reconciling Ministries 
Network, which works for full inclusion of LGBTQ people 
in the church. 

The plan would let local churches in annual conferences – 
be they part of jurisdictional (U.S.) or central conferences 
(non-U.S. conferences in Africa, Europe and the Philippines) 
– decide by a two-thirds vote to “enter a new life as a 
Wesleyan church.” That exit offer extends through 2024.
Groups of departing churches that, in the plan’s language 
“form a viable denomination,” will be allocated resources to 
get started under a formula to be arrived at with the help 
of a professional mediator.
The plan “provides a gracious exit for those who wish to 
leave, and allows pastors and churches to minister accord-
ing to their convictions,” said the Rev. Adam Hamilton, 
pastor of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection 
and a UMCNext convening team member.
As drafted, the plan does not call for allowing annual 
conferences to leave the denomination.
Dotson said the UMCNext Proposal is designed to be 
timely and simple, and to avoid the lengthy process of 
constitutional amendments.
“The concern is that the Judicial Council may not uphold 
the departure of an annual conference as constitutional,” 
Dotson said.
Other components of the UMCNext Proposal include:

• Retaining current doctrinal standards of the Book of 
Discipline.

• Creating a Commission on the 21st Century Church 
to prepare a comprehensive structure and governance 
plan for consideration at a special General Conference 
in 2022 that would serve as a constitutional conven-
tion.

• Passing legislation currently proposed by the Connec-
tional Table to create a U.S. regional conference.

• Allowing departing churches in viable new denomina-
tions to contract for services with United Methodist 

UMCNext Proposal
Materials about the proposal, as released by the 
UMCNext coalition’s convening team, can be found 
by visiting:  https://umcnext.com/proposal/

DOTSON

Group drafts separation plan for the denomination
BY SAM HODGES

DALLAS (UM News) – The United Methodist Church’s 
conflict over homosexuality is irreconcilable and calls for 
amicable separation into different denominations, accord-
ing to a 12-person group of centrists, traditionalists and 
progressives that began meeting in late June.

“We’ve discovered The United 
Methodist Church can’t live in the 
same house together peaceably, but 
we can live next door to one another,” 
said the Rev. Kent Millard, president 
of United Theological Seminary and 
one of the group’s organizers.

Millard and the others have 
drafted basic provisions of what they’re calling the 
Indianapolis Plan, named for the city where they gathered 
in late June for intensive discussions.

The group hopes to get input from across the church 
so the plan can be revised and written in petition form by 
the Sept. 18 deadline for the 2020 General Conference.

The Indianapolis Plan envisions a Traditionalist 
United Methodist Church that would maintain the 
denomination’s current restrictions on same-sex weddings 
and ordination of “self-avowed practicing” gay clergy.

A separate Centrist/Progressive United Methodist 
Church would remove those restrictions, as well as church 
teaching that the practice of homosexuality is incompatible 
with Christian teaching.

The names in the plan are placeholders. Each 
denomination would decide what it would be called and 
could incorporate “United Methodist” into that name.  

The Indianapolis Plan also holds out the possibility 
of a third denomination, a Progressive United Methodist 
Church that would practice immediate full inclusion of 
LGBTQ persons.

Significantly, the plan avoids dissolution, suggesting 
that “legal continuation” and most general church agencies 
would remain with the Centrist/Progressive United 
Methodist Church.

That’s OK with the Rev. Keith 
Boyette, president of the traditionalist 
Wesleyan Covenant Association and a 
member of the Indianapolis Plan group.

“One of them would carry on 
the legal framework, initially, of The 
United Methodist Church,” Boyette 
said. “It was not difficult for me, 

personally, to say that the centrist/progressive part of the 
church would do that. They have indicated more of an 
investment in that framework.”

The drafters of the Indianapolis Plan include pastors 
of churches that are affiliated with Reconciling Ministries 
Network, which advocates for full LGBTQ inclusion. Along 
with Boyette, the Rev. Tom Lambrecht — vice president 
and general manager of Good News — represents the 
traditionalist perspective.

Millard and others are more centrist in their views.

Everyone from the group is from the U.S., but Millard 
said he has been in contact with Bishop John K. Yambasu, 
who leads the African College of Bishops.

The group members emphasized that they’re 
representing themselves, not their organizations, in 
putting forth the Indianapolis Plan. They see it as a work 
in progress, but all endorse the idea that the denomination 
needs to re-form into separate denominations.

“Our internal conflict is keeping us from our primary 
mission to make disciples of Christ for the transformation 
of the world,” said Lynette Fields, executive director of 
community transformation at St. Luke’s United Methodist 
Church, an LGBTQ-friendly congregation in Orlando, 

MILLARD

BOYETTE

INDIANAPOLIS PLAN
To read the basic provisions of the plan, visit: 
https://cdnsc.umc.org/-/media/umc-me-
dia/2019/08/12/20/12/Basic-Provisions-Indianapolis-
Plan-2019 
The group behind the plan is working on a more de-
tailed version.
To read a list of United Methodist clergy and laity who 
worked on the plan, visit: https://cdnsc.umc.org/-/me-
dia/umc-media/2019/08/15/16/39/Clergy-laity-who-
worked-on-Indianapolis-Plan 
Their statement notes “organizational names are 
provided for identification purposes only and do not 
imply that these congregations and organizations have 
endorsed these proposals.”

UMCNEXT PLAN CONTINUED ON  PAGE 12

SEPARATION PLAN CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 13
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BY KATHY GILBERT

Betty Spiwe Katiyo  –  a United Methodist 
laywoman from Zimbabwe who held many leadership 
positions throughout the global church — died 
suddenly Aug. 10 after leaving the Commission on 
General Conference meeting in Lexington, Kentucky.

Katiyo, 63, had spent the last night of the meeting 
in Lexington enjoying a tour of Asbury Theological 
Seminary and having dinner with several members of 
the commission. The commission met Aug. 7-9.

The Rev. Beth Ann Cook, a 2019 General 
Conference delegate from the Indiana Conference and 
member of the commission, learned of the passing of 
her friend while she was traveling to Africa.

“Betty was an amazing, strong woman of God. I 
deeply valued her friendship and prayers. She exuded 
love for Jesus and others. She was a strong voice for 
empowering women and Africans in our General 
Conference legislative process,” Cook said. “She stood 
unashamedly for orthodoxy and passing the faith once 
received to future generations.”

The Rev. Forbes Matonga, pastor at the Nyadire 
Mission in Zimbabwe, said Katiyo got sick on the 
flight from Lexington and was rushed to a hospital 
in New Jersey where she died. No other details were 
immediately available about the cause of death.

“Betty is a second-generation United Methodist 
whose parents were staunch United Methodists. Her 
father, deceased, was a teacher and her mother was a 
nurse,” Matonga said.

Katiyo was educated at Old Mutare Mission near 
Africa University and attended the then-University of 
Rhodesia, which is now the University of Zimbabwe.

Matonga pointed out that Katiyo was one of very 
few girls who had an opportunity for a university 
education before Zimbabwe Independence in 1980.

In addition to serving on the General Conference 
Commission, Katiyo also was part of the Committee on 
Faith and Order.

She was the first African lay leader to deliver 
the laity address at the 2012 United Methodist 
General Conference. She was elected a delegate to five 
consecutive General Conferences — 2004, 2008, 2012, 
2016, and 2020. She also was a delegate to the 2019 
special General Conference.

Katiyo was recently elected the chairperson of 
the African Initiative, an advocacy group of African 
delegates to General Conference. She was the first 
female conference lay leader and first female delegate 
to General Conference for the Zimbabwe West 
Conference.

In Zimbabwe, she founded a private school, Face 
to Face Academy, and a travel company, Hungwe 
Travel, while weathering the storms of the Zimbabwean 
economy, Matonga said. He added she also was 
appointed to boards of national institutions, including 
the Board of Printflow, Zimbabwe Energy Regulatory 
Authority and the Zimbabwe Revenue Authority.

Katiyo had a pioneering spirit and connected 
with people of all ages and walks of life, said Simon 
Mafunda, Zimbabwe East Conference lay leader.

“A former conference lay leader and four-time 
General Conference delegate, Betty served in various 
committees and commissions and was a valuable asset 
in any committee she served. She introduced me to the 
Association of Annual Conference Lay Leaders, where 
she served for several years. She was known in the 
association as all-accommodating and a loving mother 
and friend,” Mafunda said.

Bishop Eben K. Nhiwatiwa, Zimbabwe Episcopal 
Area, said Katiyo was in “a class of leaders which is few 
and far between.”

“We will miss her and all her good works,” he said.
Shadreck Mataruka, the Zimbabwe West 

Conference lay leader who succeeded Katiyo after her 
term ended in 2012, said the church has lost a great 
leader.

“She was not afraid to speak her mind at all times,” 
he said. “We worked well together and I will forever 
miss her.”

New York Conference Bishop Thomas J. 
Bickerton, the Council of Bishops representative on the 
Commission on General Conference, added his voice to 
those saying Katiyo will be greatly missed.

“I was so saddened to hear of Betty’s death. Her 
spirit was magnetic, her grace was always freely offered, 
and her love for the church was constantly on display. 
She had a genuine love for people that made you 
comfortable in her presence,” Bickerton said.  

Texas Conference Bishop Scott J. Jones, chair 
of the Committee on Faith and Order, said Katiyo 
made “significant contributions” to the work of the 
committee.

“Betty Katiyo was a strong and faithful leader of 
The United Methodist Church, both in Zimbabwe and 
globally,” Jones said.

Last April, Katiyo was part of a panel on “African 
Women and Mission” at the conference celebration of 
the 200th anniversary of the first missionary society 
in the United Methodist lineage, said Thomas Kemper, 
top executive of the Board of Global Ministries and the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief.

“Betty was the epitome of the devoted Methodist 
lay leader, a successful businesswoman, who always had 
time for her church — her congregation, her annual 
conference and the global connection,” Kemper said.

Katiyo was particularly articulate on the 
importance of women in the church and in mission, he 
added.

“She was truly a global leader of United 
Methodism, always willing to take on another 
commitment for the sake of the whole. Never shy to 
express her well-informed views on a range of issues.”

Cook took some of the last photos of Katiyo when 
they enjoyed the final evening together in Lexington.

“I can’t believe she is gone, our loss is her gain,” 
Cook said. “She is in the presence of the Lord and 
Psalm 16 tells us there is fullness of joy in His presence.”

Dr. Steve Furr, a member of the Commission 
on General Conference, shared the stage for the 
laity address at the 2012 United Methodist General 
Conference with Katiyo and Amory Peck. They all 
started their speeches with the statement, “By the grace 
of God, I am a disciple of Jesus Christ.”

“Betty truly was a disciple of Jesus Christ and 
it showed in her walk, her talk and her presence. If 
someone were to ask me where have you seen Jesus 
lately, I would point to Betty and say He's right over 
there. She was full of His grace and therefore fully 
reflected His glory,” Furr said.

A celebration of life service was held Aug. 17 at The 
Foundation of Salvation Jersey City, New Jersey.

(Gilbert is a multimedia news reporter for United 
Methodist News. Chenayi Kumuterera, a communicator 
with the Zimbabwe West Conference, contributed to this 
story. To read more United Methodist news, subscribe to 
the free Daily or Weekly Digests.)

PLANS CANCELED FOR 
GC2024 IN PHILIPPINES 
BY HEATHER HAHN

LEXINGTON, Ky. (UM News)  – Organizers have called off, 
for now, plans to hold The United Methodist Church’s first General 
Conference outside the United States. 

Behind closed doors, the Commission on General Conference 
decided to cancel heading to Manila, Philippines, for the 2024 
gathering of the denomination’s top lawmaking assembly.

“The decision was based solely on the lack of availability,” said 
the Rev. Gary George, the commission’s secretary, in reporting the 
group’s decision.

“Financial implications and the current climate in the church 
were not factors in the decision,” he added.

George, a member of the East Ohio Conference, reported the 
commission’s decision moments before it adjourned its Aug. 7-9 
meeting at First United Methodist Church in Lexington, Ky.

The decision comes less than a year before the next General 
Conference. Minneapolis will host that gathering on May 5-15. 
The commission has not yet determined where the 2024 General 
Conference will be.

The United Methodist Church and its predecessors have held a 
General Conference every four years since 1792.

Regardless of the reasons, Filipino commission members still 
expressed disappointment in the decision.

“I feel so sad. I spoke passionately about my disappointment 
in this decision,” said Bishop Rodolfo Alfonso “Rudy” Juan, a 
commission member. “I did not support the cancellation, but I 
respect the decision.”

Juan, who leads the Davao Area in the southern Philippines, 
initially issued the invitation for the denomination’s top lawmaking 
assembly to meet in his home country.

Phebe Cosmiano, a commission member and deaconess in the 
Visayas Conference, said the August meeting was the first time she 
heard about possible problems with holding the big meeting in Manila.

“There’s frustration,” she said. “My bishop did his best to fight 
for it. But the decision is final. … In spite of that, I know God always 
makes a way.”

The U.S. State Department currently has a travel advisory 
related to violence in certain parts of the Philippines, but it does not 
apply to Manila. 

The issue was availability of hotel rooms and convention space 
for the assembly, Sara Hotchkiss — General Conference business 
manager — told United Methodist News. A press release, published 
Aug. 13, added that space was not available for the entire two weeks 
needed, and General Conference organizers received no bid from 
facilities contacted in the bid process. 

In March, United Methodists in Manila hosted some 75 church 
leaders who are drafting proposals on which parts of the Book of 
Discipline apply globally and which parts can be adapted in Africa, 
Europe and Asia. 

However, that was a significantly smaller gathering than the 
typical General Conference, which draws thousands of people.

The Commission on General Conference originally authorized 
plans in 2015 to work toward holding General Conference in Manila 
in 2024 and Harare, Zimbabwe in 2028. 

At the time, Hotchkiss raised concerns during public session 
about whether the Philippines capital city had the space for the 
denomination’s biggest meeting.

She said the city’s International Convention Center had booths 
set up for interpreters but it would require theater seating, rather 
than the tables delegates usually use during plenary. She also said the 
closest hotel within walking distance had a casino, a destination in 
conflict with the denomination’s Social Principles.

Even in 2015, the commission agreed no contracts would be 
signed unless facilities were sufficient.

While infrastructure was the main concern, the fact remains 
that the commission’s decision comes at a stressful time for the 
denomination. 

Following the special 2019 General Conference — called to 
address the denomination’s longtime debate over homosexuality — 
United Methodist leaders have been discussing ways to divide the 
denomination along theological lines. Giving to support general 
church ministries, including General Conference, has also declined 
significantly.

Still, Juan held out hope the Philippines might indeed one day 
play host to United Methodist decision-makers from around the 
globe.

During closing worship, he said, “Maybe General Conference 
will be Manila in 2028.”

(Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist News. 
To read more United Methodist news, subscribe to the free Daily or 
Weekly Digests.)

Betty Spiwe Katiyo of Zimbabwe 
delivers one of three Laity Addresses 
to the April 25 session of the 2012 
United Methodist General Conference 
in Tampa, Florida. Katiyo, a longtime 
lay leader in The United Methodist 
Church, died suddenly Aug. 10 after 
leaving the Commission on General 
Conference meeting in Lexington, Ky. 
File photo by Paul Jeffrey, UM News.
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Reach 1,000

Reach 1,000 initiative giving  
birth to a movement
BY PEGGY HISEY
Associate Coordinator, Congregational Development

Have you ever seen the excitement of cousins 
when they hold their family’s newborn? One 
birth brings new life to many! New birth brings 
joy and vitality to the whole family! And that 
joy spreads beyond the family into communities 
of friends.

IGRC churches and members can help birth 
that kind of new life today. Right where we 
live. In the lives of people and communities we 
know and care about.  In John 10:10, Jesus said 
that he came “so that everyone would have life 
and have it in its fullest.” (CEV) Connecting 
people to Jesus transforms lives, which trans-
forms the world.

We can birth a movement that will bring 
life, joy, and vitality to thousands of lives in 
countless communities in a way that will echo 
indefinitely.  

The need is great. The opportunity is before 
us. The time in NOW!

BRINGING LIFE
The mission of the United Methodist Church 
is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. Our purpose is to 

offer life in its fullest to all people. Jesus Christ 
is the hope of the world. The Church is called 
to embody and bear witness to that hope in our 
communities and in our world to help others 
know God’s great love for them. Bishop Beard 
commented that one of the strengths of our 
Conference is that “we have never lost the DNA 
that wants to make disciples.”

Within the boundaries of the IGRC there are 
over 2,000,000 people who are not active in 
any religious community.

One doesn’t need to look far to see people and 
communities that are breaking and that have 
broken. In each of those cases (large or small), 
joy and hope seem out of reach.

The need is great. The opportunity is before 
us. The time in NOW!

Bishop Beard recruited a team to develop next 
steps to reach the people who are not active in 
any religious community through starting new 
places. This team discerned goals and strategies 
that have been confirmed by the Illinois Great 
Rivers Annual Conference. 

The goal of the Illinois Great Rivers Confer-
ence is to see 1,000 people per year experience 
new life in Christ and his Church through new 
places for new people.

If you are excited about your faith in Christ, 
you can be a part of creating new places for new 
people. 

“We are a praying conference. I have seen the 
result of that. We must pray together! We know 
that there is a power higher than our own 
ingenuity,” says Bishop Beard. Join our team of 
prayer warriors to get monthly updates on the 
new places for new people that are popping up. 
www.igrcreach1000.org.

Will you be part of spreading joy, vitality and 
new life? 

The need is great. The opportunity is before 
us. And the time is NOW!

What role is God calling you to play in giving 
birth to this movement? Is your church called to 
give birth to a new church or campus? Is your 

Ways to start new 
places for new people
There are multiple ways you can start new places for 
new people. 
New Churches or Campuses: A “new church” 
refers to one which is anticipated to charter in a few 
years of its start. A “new campus” refers to a new 
worshiping site of a church. 

• Edwardsville: Mike Whitaker, planter ; The Con-
nection will launch weekly worship on Sept. 15.

• Marion: Rocio Williams, planter ; She started by 
discipling women and children she met in the 
community. For about six months, they have held 
a monthly gathering called Churros & Chocolate. 
She has been appointed part-time to begin a 
new congregation.

• Urbana/Champaign: James Fielder, planter ap-
pointed part-time to start a new multi-ethnic 
congregation.

New Faith Communities: A new worshiping com-
munity at the current location of the church. One 
type might reach a different racial/ethnic popula-
tion than the current church. Another type is a new 
worship service, either creating more space where a 
growing church finds their building reaching capacity 
or creating a new style of worship to reach a differ-
ent age demographic.

• Tremont: New Worship Service
• Peoria First: New Worship Service

New Mission Outpost: These groups are often led 
by one or two lay people. They are designed to meet 
people where they are in life and engage in an ongo-
ing faith conversation in ways and places which are 
non-threatening, yet personally challenging. Each one 
listed below has been started by an individual or a 
church without direct assistance from Congregational 
Development. 

• Bradford: Holy Yoga
• Green Valley: Pizza Church
• Neponset: Book Club
• Troy/St Jacob: Dinner Church

agencies, including Wespath, the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief and the General Commission 
on Archives and History.

Dotson said a group of departing churches using Wespath 
could save at least 40 percent over market rate “to secure 
their share of unfunded pensions liability.”
He said the key would be the viability of such groups, and 
that Wespath would define the standard of viability. 
A timetable released by UMCNext calls for the moratori-
um on charges, complaints and trials to be approved at the 
2020 General Conference, set for May 5-15 in Minneapo-
lis. The plan also envisions that gathering approving disaf-
filiation legislation, a resource allocation formula and the 
creation of the Commission on the 21st Century Church.
The special called 2022 General Conference would, ac-

cording to the plan, remove all church policy language 
related to LGBTQ persons and deal with regional confer-
ence legislation as well as adaptation of the Book of Disci-
pline and new concordat or covenant agreements among 
Wesleyan groups.
“It appears that we are unable, for now, to walk the same 
path forward,” says a statement released with the UMC-
Next Proposal. “We can choose to part with a blessing, 
understanding that our Wesleyan roots will always bind 
us together even as some may choose to branch out into 
distinctive expressions of the church.”
(Hodges is a Dallas-based writer for United Methodist News. 
To read more United Methodist news, subscribe to the free 
Daily or Weekly Digests.) 

UMCNEXT PLAN CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 10

debate on a given matter, that the bishop presiding 
informs them of how many in the queue have 
speeches for, speeches against or amendments.

• No longer allow challenges of misrepresentation to 
interrupt a delegate who has the floor. 

The commission also approved a 2020 General 
Conference schedule that includes 22.3 hours for legislative 
committee work in the first week and 27.8 hours for 
legislative work during the second week’s plenary sessions. 
Compared to the last regularly scheduled General 
Conference in 2016, that’s 10 minutes less for legislative 
committee work and nearly 3 hours more for legislative work 
in the second week.

(Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist 
News. To read more United Methodist news, subscribe to the 
free Daily or Weekly Digests.)

GC 2020 CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 9

church called to give birth to a new faith community? 
Has God opened your eyes to an affinity group in which 
you could start a new mission outpost?
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Reach 1,000

Workshops to equip you
Reach 1,000 Exploration workshop: 
Sept. 10-11, East Bay Camp
This workshop is designed to help leaders discern their 
call to start new places for new people. This is open to 
clergy and laity. It will explore various models for new 
places and the particular call an individual may sense to 
be a part of the Reach 1,000 movement in IGRC. The 
workshop will begin at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday and end at 
2:30 p.m. Wednesday. The registration deadline is Aug. 30.

Making New Disciples of Nones and 
Dones workshop
Key principles for initiating mission outposts to invite 
those who are currently outside the reach of the local 
church to begin a faith journey will be the focus of this 
workshop. This workshop will be held in various loca-
tions around IGRC. The next scheduled workshop is 
in the Illinois River District at Peoria Northwest UMC, 
Tuesday, Sept. 17, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Contact Peggy 
Hisey at phisey@igrc.org or Mike Crawford at  
mcrawford@igrc.org for more information.

Florida. “I believe that an amicable separation or a birthing 
of new expressions will allow each new group to be 
healthier, more vibrant and mission-focused.”

The United Methodist Church has struggled for 
decades with how accepting to be of homosexuality. After 
schism seemed possible at the 2016 General Conference, 
bishops created a Commission on a Way Forward and called 
a special General Conference, held this past February in St. 
Louis.

Delegates there defeated the bishops’ favored One 
Church Plan and by a 438-384 margin approved the 
Traditional Plan, which reinforces the church’s restrictions 
on ordination and same-sex marriage.

The angry rhetoric and general rancor in St. Louis were 
followed by open resistance to the Traditional Plan, as well 
as by the departure of some traditionalist churches weary of 
the conflict.

The special General Conference and its aftermath led 
to the odd bedfellows’ work on the Indianapolis Plan.

“Throughout the history of the church there have been 
times when groups of people going different directions was 
necessary,” Fields said. “I believe we are at that moment in 
the life of the UMC.”

The Indianapolis Plan’s basic provisions include:
• Central conferences could align with either of the 

denominations or become autonomous affiliated 
denominations. Those that don’t decide would 
automatically be part of the Traditionalist United 
Methodist Church.

• U.S. annual conferences would decide by majority 
vote which denomination to join. Those who 
don’t take a vote would by default be part of the 
Centrist/Progressive United Methodist Church.

• Local churches disagreeing with their annual 
conference’s decision could decide by majority 
vote to align elsewhere, retaining their property, 
assets and liabilities.

• Clergy would decide on a denomination to 
join, but by default would go with their annual 
conference’s decision. Bishops could also choose a 
denomination.

• Each denomination would develop a new General 
Conference, as well as its own Book of Discipline, 
structures, polity and finances.

Wespath, the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief, United Methodist Women and the United 

Methodist Publishing House would be independent 
501(c)3 organizations positioned to serve the two or three 
denominations.

All other agencies would be part of the Centrist/
Progressive United Methodist Church.

The 2020 General Conference would provide funding 
for central conference ministries through the 2021-2024 
quadrennium, and the separated denominations would 
share the costs.

A process would be devised for dividing current 
general church assets, including creation of an arbitration 
board.

Separation needs to happen quickly, the Indianapolis 
Plan group says. They see annual conferences beginning 
to realign in August 2020, with inaugural General 
Conferences for the different denominations occurring in 
fall 2021.

The Indianapolis Plan “absolutely” could be approved 
by General Conference without time-consuming 
constitutional amendments, said Boyette, who has been a 
practicing lawyer and served on the Judicial Council, the 
denomination’s top court.

SEPARATION PLAN CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 10
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Conference Apportionments - RECEIPTS AS OF JUNE 30, 2019*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 50% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

District/Church
CS/Adm

Paid
CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

CACHE RIVER DISTRICT       
Anna UMC $4,986 50.00% $2,964 50.00% $7,950 50.00%
Belknap UMC $684 50.00% $408 50.00% $1,092 50.00%
West Eden UMC $240 50.00% $144 50.00% $384 50.00%
Benton First UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Cache Chapel UMC $1,086 50.00% $642 50.00% $1,728 50.00%
Olmsted UMC $775 42.00% $460 42.00% $1,235 42.00%
Cairo Tigert Memorial UMC $1,320 42.00% $785 42.00% $2,105 42.00%
Mounds UMC $678 50.00% $402 50.00% $1,080 50.00%
Carbondale First UMC $29,301 50.00% $17,413 50.00% $46,714 50.00%
Carbondale Grace UMC $9,162 50.00% $5,448 50.00% $14,610 50.00%
Carmi Emmanuel UMC $5,050 42.00% $3,000 42.00% $8,050 42.00%
Carmi First UMC $6,045 42.00% $3,595 42.00% $9,640 42.00%
Carrier Mills First UMC $5,532 50.00% $3,288 50.00% $8,820 50.00%
Carterville UMC $7,776 50.00% $4,620 50.00% $12,396 50.00%
Cedar Grove UMC $3,048 50.00% $1,812 50.00% $4,860 50.00%
Pittsburg UMC $276 50.00% $162 50.00% $438 50.00%
Cypress UMC $444 50.00% $264 50.00% $708 50.00%
Center UMC $360 42.00% $215 42.00% $575 42.00%
Luther's Chapel UMC $339 43.00% $204 43.00% $543 43.00%
Concord UMC $618 50.00% $366 50.00% $984 50.00%
Crab Orchard UMC $693 25.00% $411 25.00% $1,104 25.00%
Cross and Flame Ministries UMC $0 0.00% $1,000 5.00% $1,000 2.00%
Crossville UMC $3,900 50.00% $2,316 50.00% $6,216 50.00%
McHenry UMC $2,112 50.00% $1,254 50.00% $3,366 50.00%
Dahlgren UMC $870 50.00% $516 50.00% $1,386 50.00%
Macedonia UMC $762 50.00% $450 50.00% $1,212 50.00%
DuQuoin UMC $4,112 26.00% $2,742 30.00% $6,853 28.00%
Eldorado UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Wesley Chapel UMC $804 50.00% $480 50.00% $1,284 50.00%
Energy UMC $262 17.00% $156 17.00% $418 17.00%
Enfield UMC $756 50.00% $450 50.00% $1,206 50.00%
Wesley Chapel UMC $414 50.00% $246 50.00% $660 50.00%
Webb's Chapel UMC $552 50.00% $330 50.00% $882 50.00%
Equality UMC $945 42.00% $560 42.00% $1,505 42.00%
Ridgway UMC $618 50.00% $366 50.00% $984 50.00%
Shawneetown Emmanuel UMC $81 4.00% $48 4.00% $129 4.00%
Fountain UMC $918 50.00% $546 50.00% $1,464 50.00%
Galatia UMC $101 8.00% $60 8.00% $161 8.00%
Raleigh UMC $444 50.00% $264 50.00% $708 50.00%
Glendale UMC $2,538 50.00% $1,506 50.00% $4,044 50.00%
Eddyville UMC $984 50.00% $582 50.00% $1,566 50.00%
Powers UMC $1,308 50.00% $774 50.00% $2,082 50.00%
Golconda First UMC $2,550 50.00% $1,512 50.00% $4,062 50.00%
Cave In Rock UMC $948 50.00% $564 50.00% $1,512 50.00%
Goreville UMC $4,362 50.00% $2,592 50.00% $6,954 50.00%
Creal Springs UMC $1,140 50.00% $678 50.00% $1,818 50.00%
Grand Tower UMC $792 50.00% $468 50.00% $1,260 50.00%
Wolf Lake UMC $912 50.00% $540 50.00% $1,452 50.00%
Ware UMC $762 50.00% $456 50.00% $1,218 50.00%
West Frankfort Antioch UMC $1,452 50.00% $864 50.00% $2,316 50.00%
West Frankfort Central UMC $636 50.00% $378 50.00% $1,014 50.00%
Harrisburg First UMC $10,120 42.00% $6,015 42.00% $16,135 42.00%
Herrin UMC $4,035 42.00% $2,395 42.00% $6,430 42.00%
Johnston City UMC $680 8.00% $520 11.00% $1,200 9.00%
Stiritz UMC $1,158 50.00% $690 50.00% $1,848 50.00%
Jonesboro UMC $687 55.00% $409 55.00% $1,096 55.00%
Walnut Grove UMC $726 50.00% $432 50.00% $1,158 50.00%
Joppa UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Oak Grove UMC $708 50.00% $420 50.00% $1,128 50.00%
Karnak UMC $2,100 50.00% $1,248 50.00% $3,348 50.00%
Cross Road UMC $3,306 50.00% $1,968 50.00% $5,274 50.00%
Marion Aldersgate UMC $26,940 50.00% $16,014 50.00% $42,954 50.00%
Marion First UMC $8,274 50.00% $4,914 50.00% $13,188 50.00%
Maunie UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
McLeansboro First UMC $7,090 42.00% $4,215 42.00% $11,305 42.00%
Metropolis First UMC $12,846 50.00% $7,638 50.00% $20,484 50.00%
Mount Moriah UMC $552 50.00% $330 50.00% $882 50.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC $480 33.00% $284 33.00% $764 33.00%
New Burnside UMC $810 50.00% $480 50.00% $1,290 50.00%
Taylor UMC $834 50.00% $498 50.00% $1,332 50.00%
Norris City UMC $4,776 50.00% $2,838 50.00% $7,614 50.00%
Shiloh UMC $756 50.00% $450 50.00% $1,206 50.00%
Olive Branch UMC $1,422 50.00% $846 50.00% $2,268 50.00%
Tamms UMC $1,770 47.00% $1,053 47.00% $2,822 47.00%
Ohio Chapel UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Pinckneyville UMC $5,103 25.00% $3,033 25.00% $8,136 25.00%
Rosiclare UMC $3,192 100.00% $1,896 100.00% $5,088 100.00%
Sesser UMC $3,440 42.00% $2,045 42.00% $5,485 42.00%
Valier UMC $1,194 50.00% $708 50.00% $1,902 50.00%
Sunfield UMC $4,686 50.00% $2,784 50.00% $7,470 50.00%
Greenwood UMC $1,485 42.00% $880 42.00% $2,365 42.00%
Tate's Chapel UMC $1,836 50.00% $1,092 50.00% $2,928 50.00%
Broughton UMC $1,332 100.00% $792 100.00% $2,124 100.00%

Vergennes Faith UMC $941 18.00% $559 18.00% $1,500 18.00%
Vergennes Wesley UMC $1,350 50.00% $804 50.00% $2,154 50.00%
Elkville UMC $1,164 50.00% $690 50.00% $1,854 50.00%
Vienna UMC $5,680 42.00% $3,375 42.00% $9,055 42.00%
West Frankfort Trinity UMC $12,354 50.00% $7,344 50.00% $19,698 50.00%
Zeigler UMC $1,095 42.00% $650 42.00% $1,745 42.00%
Royalton UMC $972 50.00% $582 50.00% $1,554 50.00%
Zion UMC $1,494 50.00% $888 50.00% $2,382 50.00%

Cache River District Totals $251,834 40.65% $151,080 41.03% $402,915 40.79%

EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT       
Asbury UMC $366 50.00% $216 50.00% $582 50.00%
Funkhouser UMC $402 50.00% $240 50.00% $642 50.00%
Salem UMC $88 17.00% $0 0.00% $88 10.00%
Altamont First UMC $3,519 25.00% $2,091 25.00% $5,610 25.00%
Beecher City UMC $1,855 42.00% $1,100 42.00% $2,955 42.00%
Shumway UMC $2,034 50.00% $1,212 50.00% $3,246 50.00%
Brownstown UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Emmanuel UMC $774 50.00% $462 50.00% $1,236 50.00%
Casey UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Charleston Wesley UMC $19,425 42.00% $11,545 42.00% $30,970 42.00%
Cowden UMC $2,436 50.00% $1,452 50.00% $3,888 50.00%
Lakewood UMC $1,548 50.00% $924 50.00% $2,472 50.00%
Dogwood Prairie UMC $2,760 50.00% $1,638 50.00% $4,398 50.00%
Seed Chapel UMC $1,674 50.00% $996 50.00% $2,670 50.00%
Effingham Centenary UMC $16,578 50.00% $9,852 50.00% $26,430 50.00%
Falmouth UMC $336 17.00% $200 17.00% $536 17.00%
Willow Hill UMC $1,638 50.00% $972 50.00% $2,610 50.00%
Woodbury UMC $738 50.00% $438 50.00% $1,176 50.00%
Stewardson UMC $2,040 42.00% $1,210 42.00% $3,250 42.00%
Mode UMC $570 50.00% $342 50.00% $912 50.00%
Strasburg UMC $3,900 100.00% $2,316 100.00% $6,216 100.00%
Washington UMC $620 42.00% $370 42.00% $990 42.00%
Gaskill UMC $558 50.00% $330 50.00% $888 50.00%
Greenup UMC $1,062 25.00% $633 25.00% $1,695 25.00%
Cottonwood UMC $594 50.00% $354 50.00% $948 50.00%
Lerna UMC $864 75.00% $513 75.00% $1,377 75.00%
Harmon UMC $505 42.00% $300 42.00% $805 42.00%
Harvest UMC $651 25.00% $387 25.00% $1,038 25.00%
Herrick UMC $1,542 50.00% $918 50.00% $2,460 50.00%
Humboldt UMC $840 50.00% $498 50.00% $1,338 50.00%
Hume UMC $1,848 100.00% $1,092 100.00% $2,940 100.00%
Kansas UMC $2,380 42.00% $1,415 42.00% $3,795 42.00%
Scottland UMC $744 50.00% $444 50.00% $1,188 50.00%
Kirk Chapel UMC $888 100.00% $528 100.00% $1,416 100.00%
Palestine First UMC $377 11.00% $224 11.00% $600 11.00%
Grandview UMC $582 50.00% $342 50.00% $924 50.00%
Marshall Asbury UMC $303 25.00% $180 25.00% $483 25.00%
Marshall First UMC $14,184 50.00% $8,430 50.00% $22,614 50.00%
Marshall Armstrong UMC $4,716 50.00% $2,802 50.00% $7,518 50.00%
Marshall Emmanuel UMC $2,184 50.00% $1,296 50.00% $3,480 50.00%
Zion UMC $2,982 50.00% $1,770 50.00% $4,752 50.00%
Marshall Trinity UMC $2,665 42.00% $1,585 42.00% $4,250 42.00%
Dunlap UMC $846 50.00% $504 50.00% $1,350 50.00%
Martinsville UMC $2,412 50.00% $1,434 50.00% $3,846 50.00%
Mattoon First UMC $12,855 42.00% $7,640 42.00% $20,495 42.00%
Coffeen UMC $1,038 50.00% $618 50.00% $1,656 50.00%
Fillmore UMC $640 42.00% $380 42.00% $1,020 42.00%
Hillsboro UMC $5,292 50.00% $3,144 50.00% $8,436 50.00%
Irving UMC $790 42.00% $470 42.00% $1,260 42.00%
Witt UMC $1,590 50.00% $948 50.00% $2,538 50.00%
Montrose UMC $792 50.00% $468 50.00% $1,260 50.00%
Neoga Grace UMC $4,368 50.00% $2,598 50.00% $6,966 50.00%
Toledo UMC $2,628 100.00% $1,560 100.00% $4,188 100.00%
Etna UMC $339 25.00% $201 25.00% $540 25.00%
Newton Grace UMC $2,804 33.00% $1,668 33.00% $4,472 33.00%
Kedron UMC $858 50.00% $510 50.00% $1,368 50.00%
Nokomis UMC $4,722 50.00% $2,808 50.00% $7,530 50.00%
Oak Ridge UMC $498 50.00% $294 50.00% $792 50.00%
Oakland UMC $825 42.00% $490 42.00% $1,315 42.00%
Oblong Central UMC $5,586 50.00% $3,318 50.00% $8,904 50.00%
Flat Rock UMC $1,746 50.00% $1,038 50.00% $2,784 50.00%
Oblong Evangelical UMC $4,062 50.00% $2,412 50.00% $6,474 50.00%
Oliver UMC $774 50.00% $462 50.00% $1,236 50.00%
Patton UMC $1,302 50.00% $774 50.00% $2,076 50.00%
Palestine Grace UMC $695 42.00% $415 42.00% $1,110 42.00%
Zion UMC $1,122 50.00% $666 50.00% $1,788 50.00%
Paris First UMC $7,854 50.00% $4,668 50.00% $12,522 50.00%
Paris Otterbein UMC $3,425 42.00% $2,035 42.00% $5,460 42.00%
Vermilion UMC $1,512 50.00% $900 50.00% $2,412 50.00%
Pearl Chapel UMC $1,338 50.00% $792 50.00% $2,130 50.00%
Pleasant Valley UMC $624 50.00% $372 50.00% $996 50.00%
Robinson First UMC $14,574 50.00% $8,664 50.00% $23,238 50.00%
Robinson Otterbein UMC $621 7.00% $369 7.00% $990 7.00%
Hutsonville UMC $1,188 50.00% $708 50.00% $1,896 50.00%
Fairview UMC $1,404 100.00% $828 100.00% $2,232 100.00%
Trinity Chapel UMC $1,032 50.00% $612 50.00% $1,644 50.00%
Saint Elmo First UMC $3,135 48.00% $1,863 47.00% $4,998 47.00%
Salem UMC $2,170 42.00% $1,286 42.00% $3,455 42.00%
Fourth Street UMC $1,326 50.00% $786 50.00% $2,112 50.00%
Wesley Chapel UMC $672 50.00% $402 50.00% $1,074 50.00%
Shelbyville First UMC $6,885 42.00% $4,095 42.00% $10,980 42.00%
Sugar Grove UMC $1,788 50.00% $1,062 50.00% $2,850 50.00%
Vandalia Haley Chapel UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Mount Carmel UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Watson UMC $3,222 50.00% $1,914 50.00% $5,136 50.00%
West Liberty UMC $882 50.00% $528 50.00% $1,410 50.00%
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Conference Apportionments - RECEIPTS AS OF JUNE 30, 2019*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 50% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
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B/CM
% Paid
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Paid
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% Paid

Westfield UMC $2,484 50.00% $1,476 50.00% $3,960 50.00%
Zion Hill UMC $1,350 50.00% $804 50.00% $2,154 50.00%

Embarras River District Totals $219,839 43.41% $130,600 43.39% $350,439 43.40%

ILLINOIS RIVER DISTRICT 
Bartonville UMC $3,215 42.00% $1,910 42.00% $5,125 42.00%
Kingston Mines UMC $1,030 42.00% $615 42.00% $1,645 42.00%
Blue Ridge UMC $280 17.00% $166 17.00% $446 17.00%
Bradford Leet Memorial UMC $2,019 55.00% $1,387 63.00% $3,406 58.00%
Boyd's Grove UMC $1,128 50.00% $672 50.00% $1,800 50.00%
Brimfield UMC $972 50.00% $576 50.00% $1,548 50.00%
Canton South Park UMC $1,165 42.00% $695 42.00% $1,860 42.00%
Shields' Chapel UMC $2,130 50.00% $1,266 50.00% $3,396 50.00%
Canton Wesley UMC $20,800 42.00% $12,365 42.00% $33,165 42.00%
Chillicothe First UMC $11,832 50.00% $7,032 50.00% $18,864 50.00%
Crossroads UMC $45,084 50.00% $26,796 50.00% $71,880 50.00%
Cuba UMC $2,410 42.00% $1,430 42.00% $3,840 42.00%
London Mills UMC $2,112 50.00% $1,254 50.00% $3,366 50.00%
East Peoria Faith UMC $948 25.00% $564 25.00% $1,512 25.00%
Deer Creek UMC $852 50.00% $504 50.00% $1,356 50.00%
Delavan UMC $6,840 50.00% $4,062 50.00% $10,902 50.00%
Dunlap Prospect UMC $10,267 52.00% $6,099 52.00% $16,366 52.00%
East Peoria First UMC $12,606 50.00% $7,494 50.00% $20,100 50.00%
Eureka UMC $9,594 50.00% $5,706 50.00% $15,300 50.00%
Farmington UMC $395 6.00% $235 6.00% $629 6.00%
Glasford UMC $1,800 20.00% $1,200 22.00% $3,000 20.00%
Green Valley First UMC $382 17.00% $226 17.00% $608 17.00%
Hanna City UMC $2,355 42.00% $1,400 42.00% $3,755 42.00%
Trivoli UMC $1,955 42.00% $1,160 42.00% $3,115 42.00%
Henry UMC $2,395 31.00% $1,431 32.00% $3,826 31.00%
Washburn UMC $1,959 40.00% $1,345 47.00% $3,304 43.00%
Kewanee First UMC $9,860 42.00% $5,860 42.00% $15,720 42.00%
Lacon Sparland UMC $359 6.00% $213 6.00% $573 6.00%
Varna UMC $1,850 42.00% $1,100 42.00% $2,950 42.00%
LaFayette UMC $2,052 50.00% $1,218 50.00% $3,270 50.00%
West Jersey UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Laura UMC $1,596 50.00% $948 50.00% $2,544 50.00%
Monica UMC $552 50.00% $330 50.00% $882 50.00%
Lewistown UMC $4,670 42.00% $2,775 42.00% $7,445 42.00%
Mackinaw UMC $7,770 42.00% $4,620 42.00% $12,390 42.00%
Manito UMC $4,780 42.00% $2,840 42.00% $7,620 42.00%
Maples Mill UMC $2,688 50.00% $1,596 50.00% $4,284 50.00%
Morton UMC $24,498 50.00% $14,562 50.00% $39,060 50.00%
Mossville UMC $7,812 50.00% $4,644 50.00% $12,456 50.00%
Mount Pleasant UMC $834 50.00% $498 50.00% $1,332 50.00%
Norris UMC $396 50.00% $234 50.00% $630 50.00%
Pekin First UMC $16,551 42.00% $9,839 42.00% $26,390 42.00%
Pekin Grace UMC $23,324 58.00% $13,867 58.00% $37,191 58.00%
Peoria Bethel UMC $9,576 50.00% $5,694 50.00% $15,270 50.00%
Peoria Bradley Epworth UMC $23,724 50.00% $14,100 50.00% $37,824 50.00%
Peoria First UMC $47,580 50.00% $28,278 50.00% $75,858 50.00%
Peoria Forrest Hill UMC $5,790 42.00% $3,440 42.00% $9,230 42.00%
Peoria Northwest UMC $7,122 50.00% $4,236 50.00% $11,358 50.00%
Peoria University UMC $16,314 50.00% $9,696 50.00% $26,010 50.00%
Princeville UMC $5,826 50.00% $3,462 50.00% $9,288 50.00%
RiversEdge UMC $4,065 42.00% $2,415 42.00% $6,480 42.00%
Saint David UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Sheffield UMC $940 42.00% $560 42.00% $1,500 42.00%
Smithfield Brock UMC $843 25.00% $501 25.00% $1,344 25.00%
Locust Lane UMC $786 50.00% $468 50.00% $1,254 50.00%
Texas UMC $354 50.00% $210 50.00% $564 50.00%
Tiskilwa Community Church UM/AB $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Toulon UMC $563 5.00% $238 3.00% $802 4.00%
Tremont UMC $9,675 42.00% $5,750 42.00% $15,425 42.00%
Washington Evangelical UMC $8,520 50.00% $5,064 50.00% $13,584 50.00%
White Chapel UMC $1,260 50.00% $750 50.00% $2,010 50.00%
Monterey UMC $940 42.00% $560 42.00% $1,500 42.00%
Willow Hill UMC $12,975 42.00% $7,715 42.00% $20,690 42.00%
Wyoming UMC $2,665 42.00% $1,585 42.00% $4,250 42.00%
New Hope UMC $1,386 50.00% $822 50.00% $2,208 50.00%
Zion Evangelical UMC $1,680 50.00% $996 50.00% $2,676 50.00%

Illinois River District Totals $418,701 45.63% $249,274 45.70% $667,975 45.66%

IROQUOIS RIVER DISTRICT
Allerton UMC $996 50.00% $594 50.00% $1,590 50.00%
Arcola UMC $7,548 50.00% $4,488 50.00% $12,036 50.00%
Arthur UMC $6,978 50.00% $4,146 50.00% $11,124 50.00%
Batestown UMC $1,716 50.00% $1,020 50.00% $2,736 50.00%
Union Corner UMC $1,224 50.00% $726 50.00% $1,950 50.00%
Bellflower UMC $1,536 50.00% $912 50.00% $2,448 50.00%
Bement UMC $4,890 50.00% $2,904 50.00% $7,794 50.00%
Camargo UMC $1,975 42.00% $1,175 42.00% $3,150 42.00%
Catlin UMC $1,684 17.00% $1,000 17.00% $2,684 17.00%
Centerville UMC $2,544 50.00% $1,512 50.00% $4,056 50.00%
Seymour UMC $1,002 50.00% $600 50.00% $1,602 50.00%
White Heath UMC $786 50.00% $468 50.00% $1,254 50.00%
Champaign Faith UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Champaign First UMC $24,870 50.00% $14,784 50.00% $39,654 50.00%
Champaign New Horizon UMC $30,372 50.00% $18,054 50.00% $48,426 50.00%
Cissna Park UMC $2,088 50.00% $1,242 50.00% $3,330 50.00%
Rankin UMC $2,622 50.00% $1,560 50.00% $4,182 50.00%
Collison UMC $882 50.00% $522 50.00% $1,404 50.00%
Countryside UMC $4,488 50.00% $2,670 50.00% $7,158 50.00%
Tolono UMC $4,308 50.00% $2,562 50.00% $6,870 50.00%
Danville First UMC $1,530 50.00% $912 50.00% $2,442 50.00%
Danville Bowman Avenue UMC $996 50.00% $588 50.00% $1,584 50.00%

Danville Saint James UMC $17,052 33.00% $10,136 33.00% $27,188 33.00%
Donovan UMC $1,465 42.00% $870 42.00% $2,335 42.00%
Crescent City UMC $1,116 50.00% $660 50.00% $1,776 50.00%
Fairmount UMC $882 50.00% $528 50.00% $1,410 50.00%
Fairview UMC $744 50.00% $444 50.00% $1,188 50.00%
Georgetown UMC $1,470 50.00% $870 50.00% $2,340 50.00%
Farmer City UMC $3,888 50.00% $2,310 50.00% $6,198 50.00%
Weedman UMC $1,260 50.00% $750 50.00% $2,010 50.00%
Fisher UMC $3,012 50.00% $1,788 50.00% $4,800 50.00%
Fithian UMC $2,625 42.00% $1,560 42.00% $4,185 42.00%
Danville Farmers Chapel UMC $1,890 50.00% $1,122 50.00% $3,012 50.00%
Gibson City UMC $3,128 17.00% $1,860 17.00% $4,988 17.00%
Gifford UMC $800 42.00% $475 42.00% $1,275 42.00%
Gilman UMC $140 2.00% $140 3.00% $280 2.00%
Ashkum UMC $1,818 50.00% $1,080 50.00% $2,898 50.00%
Hindsboro UMC $1,242 50.00% $760 51.00% $2,002 51.00%
Homer UMC $4,200 42.00% $2,495 42.00% $6,695 42.00%
Hoopeston UMC $5,178 50.00% $3,078 50.00% $8,256 50.00%
Wellington UMC $1,725 96.00% $1,025 97.00% $2,750 97.00%
Iroquois UMC $360 50.00% $216 50.00% $576 50.00%
Sheldon UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Loda UMC $3,552 33.00% $2,112 33.00% $5,664 33.00%
Ludlow UMC $1,638 50.00% $972 50.00% $2,610 50.00%
Mahomet UMC $12,490 42.00% $7,425 42.00% $19,915 42.00%
Mansfield UMC $5,760 50.00% $3,426 50.00% $9,186 50.00%
Middlefork UMC $1,644 50.00% $978 50.00% $2,622 50.00%
Milford UMC $2,082 50.00% $1,242 50.00% $3,324 50.00%
Woodland UMC $726 50.00% $432 50.00% $1,158 50.00%
Mount Vernon UMC $2,370 50.00% $1,410 50.00% $3,780 50.00%
Bondville UMC $2,296 67.00% $1,368 67.00% $3,664 67.00%
Newman UMC $2,016 50.00% $1,200 50.00% $3,216 50.00%
Murdock UMC $1,572 100.00% $936 100.00% $2,508 100.00%
Oakwood UMC $2,742 50.00% $1,626 50.00% $4,368 50.00%
Hebron UMC $600 50.00% $360 50.00% $960 50.00%
Ogden UMC $1,632 50.00% $972 50.00% $2,604 50.00%
Broadlands UMC $1,920 50.00% $1,140 50.00% $3,060 50.00%
Onarga UMC $200 3.00% $598 13.00% $798 7.00%
Paxton First UMC $10,716 50.00% $6,372 50.00% $17,088 50.00%
Pesotum UMC $810 42.00% $480 42.00% $1,290 42.00%
Piper City UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Melvin UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Quest Grace UMC $13,725 42.00% $8,155 42.00% $21,880 42.00%
Rantoul First UMC $6,310 42.00% $3,750 42.00% $10,060 42.00%
Ridge Farm UMC $996 50.00% $594 50.00% $1,590 50.00%
Indianola UMC $648 50.00% $384 50.00% $1,032 50.00%
Roberts UMC $1,164 50.00% $690 50.00% $1,854 50.00%
Rossville UMC $5,505 42.00% $3,270 42.00% $8,775 42.00%
Bismarck UMC $2,718 50.00% $1,614 50.00% $4,332 50.00%
Sadorus UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Parkville UMC $534 50.00% $318 50.00% $852 50.00%
Saint Joseph UMC $5,052 33.00% $3,004 33.00% $8,056 33.00%
Savoy UMC $14,796 50.00% $8,796 50.00% $23,592 50.00%
Shiloh UMC $1,908 50.00% $1,134 50.00% $3,042 50.00%
Sidell UMC $3,876 50.00% $2,304 50.00% $6,180 50.00%
Chrisman UMC $3,666 50.00% $2,178 50.00% $5,844 50.00%
Sullivan First UMC $10,925 42.00% $6,495 42.00% $17,420 42.00%
Tuscola UMC $10,476 50.00% $6,228 50.00% $16,704 50.00%
Urbana First UMC $4,758 25.00% $2,829 25.00% $7,587 25.00%
Urbana Wesley UMC $16,210 42.00% $9,635 42.00% $25,845 42.00%
Villa Grove UMC $5,180 42.00% $3,080 42.00% $8,260 42.00%
Watseka UMC $1,704 8.00% $1,014 8.00% $2,718 8.00%
Weldon UMC $1,712 33.00% $1,016 33.00% $2,728 33.00%

Iroquois River District Totals $325,659 39.36% $194,143 39.48% $519,802 39.41%

KASKASKIA RIVER DISTRICT
Adams Corner UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Albion UMC $5,988 50.00% $3,558 50.00% $9,546 50.00%
Bethel UMC $1,872 50.00% $1,116 50.00% $2,988 50.00%
Allendale UMC $1,050 50.00% $624 50.00% $1,674 50.00%
Asbury Chapel UMC $756 50.00% $450 50.00% $1,206 50.00%
Bellmont UMC $950 42.00% $565 42.00% $1,515 42.00%
Ashley UMC $63 3.00% $37 3.00% $100 3.00%
Beulah UMC $6,210 50.00% $3,690 50.00% $9,900 50.00%
Bluford Otterbein UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Bridgeport UMC $5,076 50.00% $3,018 50.00% $8,094 50.00%
Petrolia UMC $612 50.00% $366 50.00% $978 50.00%
Calhoun UMC $816 50.00% $486 50.00% $1,302 50.00%
Ebenezer North UMC $1,146 50.00% $684 50.00% $1,830 50.00%
Centralia First UMC $7,158 50.00% $4,254 50.00% $11,412 50.00%
Claremont UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Cornerstone UMC $4,728 50.00% $2,814 50.00% $7,542 50.00%
Enterprise UMC $2,094 50.00% $1,242 50.00% $3,336 50.00%
West UMC $1,560 50.00% $930 50.00% $2,490 50.00%
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Conference Apportionments - RECEIPTS AS OF JUNE 30, 2019*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 50% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

District/Church
CS/Adm

Paid
CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

Fairfield Ellen Moore UMC $2,100 50.00% $1,248 50.00% $3,348 50.00%
Johnsonville UMC $948 50.00% $564 50.00% $1,512 50.00%
Bethel UMC $882 50.00% $522 50.00% $1,404 50.00%
Fairfield First UMC $10,551 37.00% $6,334 37.00% $16,885 37.00%
Farina UMC $4,434 50.00% $2,634 50.00% $7,068 50.00%
Patoka UMC $3,030 50.00% $1,800 50.00% $4,830 50.00%
Flora First UMC $8,652 50.00% $5,142 50.00% $13,794 50.00%
Flora Trinity UMC $1,026 50.00% $612 50.00% $1,638 50.00%
Golden Gate UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Conway UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Grayville UMC $2,562 50.00% $1,524 50.00% $4,086 50.00%
Browns UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Hopewell UMC $51 10.00% $25 8.00% $75 9.00%
Olive Branch UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Ina UMC $834 50.00% $498 50.00% $1,332 50.00%
Waltonville UMC $630 50.00% $372 50.00% $1,002 50.00%
Kinmundy First UMC $11,142 50.00% $6,624 50.00% $17,766 50.00%
Wesley UMC $2,088 100.00% $1,236 100.00% $3,324 100.00%
Lancaster UMC $522 50.00% $312 50.00% $834 50.00%
Lawrenceville First UMC $6,454 49.00% $271 3.00% $6,725 32.00%
Billett UMC $1,536 33.00% $912 33.00% $2,448 33.00%
Lawrenceville Otterbein UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Louisville UMC $2,538 50.00% $1,506 50.00% $4,044 50.00%
May Chapel UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Mount Carmel Evangelical UMC $7,400 42.00% $4,395 42.00% $11,795 42.00%
Mount Carmel Trinity UMC $3,888 50.00% $2,310 50.00% $6,198 50.00%
Mount Vernon Epworth UMC $2,300 42.00% $1,370 42.00% $3,670 42.00%
Wayne City UMC $1,812 50.00% $1,074 50.00% $2,886 50.00%
Zion UMC $1,241 30.00% $759 31.00% $2,000 31.00%
Mount Vernon First UMC $19,608 50.00% $11,652 50.00% $31,260 50.00%
Mount Vernon Wesley UMC $145 3.00% $150 5.00% $295 3.00%
Union Chapel UMC $696 50.00% $414 50.00% $1,110 50.00%
Dix UMC $738 50.00% $438 50.00% $1,176 50.00%
Mount Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC $9,438 50.00% $5,610 50.00% $15,048 50.00%
Mount Zion UMC $927 25.00% $552 25.00% $1,479 25.00%
Brown's Chapel UMC $1,128 50.00% $672 50.00% $1,800 50.00%
Odin UMC $576 50.00% $342 50.00% $918 50.00%
Alma UMC $792 50.00% $468 50.00% $1,260 50.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC $546 50.00% $324 50.00% $870 50.00%
Olney First UMC $10,404 50.00% $6,186 50.00% $16,590 50.00%
Olney Immanuel UMC $1,886 21.00% $1,135 22.00% $3,022 22.00%
Olney Saint Paul UMC $1,422 50.00% $846 50.00% $2,268 50.00%
Parkersburg UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Ebenezer Sams UMC $876 100.00% $516 100.00% $1,392 100.00%
Little Wabash UMC $564 50.00% $336 50.00% $900 50.00%
Pinkstaff UMC $1,638 50.00% $972 50.00% $2,610 50.00%
Chauncey-Landes UMC $1,040 67.00% $616 67.00% $1,656 67.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC $768 100.00% $456 100.00% $1,224 100.00%
Richview UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Gilead UMC $936 100.00% $552 100.00% $1,488 100.00%
Saint Francisville UMC $1,536 50.00% $912 50.00% $2,448 50.00%
Salem Grace UMC $13,555 42.00% $8,055 42.00% $21,610 42.00%
Salem Trinity UMC $3,834 50.00% $2,280 50.00% $6,114 50.00%
Iuka UMC $1,776 50.00% $1,056 50.00% $2,832 50.00%
Sandoval UMC $2,886 50.00% $1,716 50.00% $4,602 50.00%
Boulder UMC $655 42.00% $390 42.00% $1,045 42.00%
Shattuc UMC $2,712 50.00% $1,614 50.00% $4,326 50.00%
Sumner UMC $625 6.00% $412 7.00% $1,037 6.00%
Lawrenceville Zion UMC $1,704 50.00% $1,014 50.00% $2,718 50.00%
Clay City UMC $2,562 50.00% $1,524 50.00% $4,086 50.00%
Harmony UMC $1,914 50.00% $1,134 50.00% $3,048 50.00%
Bethel UMC $0 0.00% $1,170 50.00% $1,170 19.00%
Union Chapel UMC $702 50.00% $414 50.00% $1,116 50.00%
Vandalia First UMC $13,866 50.00% $8,238 50.00% $22,104 50.00%
West Salem Zion UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Xenia UMC $2,358 50.00% $1,404 50.00% $3,762 50.00%

KASKASKIA RIVER DISTRICT TOTALS $221,513 43.45% $129,447 42.72% $350,961 43.18% 

LAMOINE RIVER DISTRICT 
Ashland UMC $1,926 50.00% $1,146 50.00% $3,072 50.00%
Peter Cartwright UMC $1,884 50.00% $1,122 50.00% $3,006 50.00%
Astoria UMC $924 50.00% $546 50.00% $1,470 50.00%
Sheldon's Grove UMC $786 50.00% $468 50.00% $1,254 50.00%
Batchtown UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Beardstown First UMC $6,900 50.00% $4,104 50.00% $11,004 50.00%
Bethel UMC $485 42.00% $290 42.00% $775 42.00%
Grafton UMC $312 25.00% $186 25.00% $498 25.00%
Griggsville UMC $1,805 42.00% $1,075 42.00% $2,880 42.00%
New Salem UMC $540 50.00% $318 50.00% $858 50.00%
Detroit UMC $1,956 100.00% $1,164 100.00% $3,120 100.00%
Florence UMC $174 50.00% $102 50.00% $276 50.00%
Oxville UMC $516 100.00% $312 100.00% $828 100.00%
Perry UMC $1,938 50.00% $1,152 50.00% $3,090 50.00%

Bluffs UMC $2,058 50.00% $1,224 50.00% $3,282 50.00%
Naples UMC $828 50.00% $492 50.00% $1,320 50.00%
Camp Point UMC $4,698 50.00% $2,790 50.00% $7,488 50.00%
Centennial Ebenezer UMC $1,175 60.00% $703 60.00% $1,878 60.00%
Carlinville UMC $3,218 17.00% $1,912 17.00% $5,130 17.00%
Carrollton UMC $1,506 50.00% $894 50.00% $2,400 50.00%
Christ UMC $4,452 100.00% $2,640 100.00% $7,092 100.00%
Carthage First UMC $0 0.00% $3,000 37.00% $3,000 14.00%
Clayton Federated UMC $151 12.00% $89 12.00% $240 12.00%
Concord UMC $732 50.00% $438 50.00% $1,170 50.00%
Arenzville UMC $2,592 50.00% $1,542 50.00% $4,134 50.00%
Bluff Springs UMC $558 50.00% $330 50.00% $888 50.00%
Doddsville UMC $846 50.00% $504 50.00% $1,350 50.00%
Browning UMC $600 50.00% $360 50.00% $960 50.00%
Sugar Grove UMC $970 42.00% $575 42.00% $1,545 42.00%
Beverly UMC $798 50.00% $474 50.00% $1,272 50.00%
Plainville UMC $918 50.00% $546 50.00% $1,464 50.00%
Richfield UMC $636 50.00% $378 50.00% $1,014 50.00%
Franklin UMC $1,165 42.00% $695 42.00% $1,860 42.00%
Durbin UMC $1,110 50.00% $660 50.00% $1,770 50.00%
Greenfield UMC $3,455 42.00% $2,055 42.00% $5,510 42.00%
Rockbridge UMC $1,716 50.00% $1,020 50.00% $2,736 50.00%
Hamilton UMC $2,090 42.00% $1,245 42.00% $3,335 42.00%
Warsaw UMC $1,925 42.00% $1,145 42.00% $3,070 42.00%
Havana First UMC $5,472 50.00% $3,252 50.00% $8,724 50.00%
Oakford UMC $2,874 50.00% $1,710 50.00% $4,584 50.00%
Industry UMC $3,405 42.00% $2,025 42.00% $5,430 42.00%
Vermont UMC $1,764 50.00% $1,050 50.00% $2,814 50.00%
Jacksonville Centenary UMC $9,241 32.00% $5,652 33.00% $14,893 33.00%
Jacksonville Grace UMC $10,560 50.00% $6,276 50.00% $16,836 50.00%
Jacksonville Wesley Chapel UMC $7,578 50.00% $4,506 50.00% $12,084 50.00%
Jerseyville UMC $6,303 25.00% $6,245 42.00% $12,548 31.00%
Littleton UMC $996 50.00% $594 50.00% $1,590 50.00%
Living Faith UMC $5,592 50.00% $3,324 50.00% $8,916 50.00%
Loraine UMC $2,260 42.00% $1,340 42.00% $3,600 42.00%
Manchester UMC $696 50.00% $414 50.00% $1,110 50.00%
Mount Sterling First UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Columbus UMC $680 33.00% $404 33.00% $1,084 33.00%
Murrayville UMC $4,992 50.00% $2,964 50.00% $7,956 50.00%
Jacksonville Asbury UMC $1,005 42.00% $600 42.00% $1,605 42.00%
New Hope UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Palmyra UMC $1,548 50.00% $918 50.00% $2,466 50.00%
Modesto UMC $1,020 50.00% $606 50.00% $1,626 50.00%
Paloma UMC $1,188 50.00% $708 50.00% $1,896 50.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC $1,518 50.00% $900 50.00% $2,418 50.00%
Payson UMC $1,980 50.00% $1,176 50.00% $3,156 50.00%
Pittsfield UMC $9,186 50.00% $5,460 50.00% $14,646 50.00%
Quincy Melrose Chapel UMC $4,370 21.00% $2,597 21.00% $6,967 21.00%
Quincy Union UMC $9,486 50.00% $5,634 50.00% $15,120 50.00%
Quincy Vermont Street UMC $14,670 50.00% $8,718 50.00% $23,388 50.00%
Rosedale UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Rural UMC $2,916 100.00% $1,728 100.00% $4,644 100.00%
Rushville First UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Barry UMC $2,262 50.00% $1,344 50.00% $3,606 50.00%
Hull UMC $1,284 25.00% $765 25.00% $2,049 25.00%
New Canton UMC $1,314 50.00% $780 50.00% $2,094 50.00%
Pleasant Hill UMC $1,278 50.00% $762 50.00% $2,040 50.00%
Virden First UMC $3,445 42.00% $2,050 42.00% $5,495 42.00%
Girard UMC $3,522 50.00% $2,094 50.00% $5,616 50.00%
Virginia UMC $5,034 50.00% $2,994 50.00% $8,028 50.00%
Fairview UMC $792 50.00% $468 50.00% $1,260 50.00%
Waverly UMC $4,105 42.00% $2,440 42.00% $6,545 42.00%
Brooklyn UMC $690 50.00% $408 50.00% $1,098 50.00%
Ebenezer UMC $468 50.00% $276 50.00% $744 50.00%
Houston UMC $585 42.00% $350 42.00% $935 42.00%
Camden UMC $1,356 50.00% $804 50.00% $2,160 50.00%
Winchester UMC $12,276 100.00% $7,296 100.00% $19,572 100.00%

LaMoine River District Totals $208,053 40.62% $129,329 42.47% $337,382 41.31%

MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT 
Alton Grace UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Hartford First UMC $1,100 42.00% $655 42.00% $1,755 42.00%
Elsah UMC $1,182 50.00% $702 50.00% $1,884 50.00%
Alton Main Street UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Belleville Saint Matthew UMC $28,872 25.00% $17,160 25.00% $46,032 25.00%
Belleville Signal Hill UMC $1,557 16.00% $778 14.00% $2,335 15.00%
Belleville Union UMC $18,832 33.00% $11,196 33.00% $30,028 33.00%
Benld UMC $1,782 50.00% $1,056 50.00% $2,838 50.00%
Bethalto UMC $2,165 15.00% $1,115 13.00% $3,280 14.00%
Brighton Saint Paul UMC $2,324 33.00% $1,380 33.00% $3,704 33.00%
Bunker Hill UMC $984 50.00% $588 50.00% $1,572 50.00%
Carlyle First UMC $6,130 42.00% $3,645 42.00% $9,775 42.00%
Huey UMC $1,014 50.00% $606 50.00% $1,620 50.00%
Beckemeyer UMC $684 50.00% $408 50.00% $1,092 50.00%
Caseyville UMC $3,370 42.00% $2,000 42.00% $5,370 42.00%
Collinsville First UMC $7,338 50.00% $4,362 50.00% $11,700 50.00%
Chester First UMC $3,138 50.00% $1,866 50.00% $5,004 50.00%
Columbia Bethany UMC $8,615 42.00% $5,120 42.00% $13,735 42.00%
Coulterville UMC $2,905 42.00% $1,730 42.00% $4,635 42.00%
Tilden UMC $918 50.00% $546 50.00% $1,464 50.00%
East Alton First UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
East Saint Louis Trinity UMC $2,991 25.00% $1,777 25.00% $4,768 25.00%
Edwardsville Immanuel UMC $7,470 42.00% $2,985 28.00% $10,455 37.00%
Edwardsville Saint John's UMC $14,209 41.00% $8,232 40.00% $22,441 41.00%
Ellis Grove UMC $882 50.00% $522 50.00% $1,404 50.00%
New Palestine UMC $1,002 50.00% $594 50.00% $1,596 50.00%
Preston UMC $318 50.00% $192 50.00% $510 50.00%

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid
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Conference Apportionments - RECEIPTS AS OF JUNE 30, 2019*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 50% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

Fairview Heights Christ UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Fairview Heights Prospect Park UMC $980 42.00% $580 42.00% $1,560 42.00%
Gillespie First UMC $4,595 42.00% $2,730 42.00% $7,325 42.00%
Glen Carbon New Bethel UMC $9,624 50.00% $5,724 50.00% $15,348 50.00%
Godfrey First UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Granite City Dewey Avenue UMC $150 4.00% $150 6.00% $300 5.00%
Granite City Nameoki UMC $261 1.00% $155 1.00% $415 1.00%
Granite City Niedringhaus UMC $1,056 16.00% $444 11.00% $1,500 14.00%
Granite City Trinity UMC $4,040 42.00% $2,400 42.00% $6,440 42.00%
Greenville First UMC $7,655 42.00% $4,550 42.00% $12,205 42.00%
Highland Hope UMC $12,420 50.00% $7,386 50.00% $19,806 50.00%
Keyesport UMC $492 50.00% $294 50.00% $786 50.00%
Lebanon First UMC $6,000 42.00% $3,565 42.00% $9,565 42.00%
Litchfield Saint Timothy UMC $6,768 50.00% $4,020 50.00% $10,788 50.00%
Marissa UMC $2,064 50.00% $1,224 50.00% $3,288 50.00%
Maryville Saint Luke's UMC $9,462 50.00% $5,622 50.00% $15,084 50.00%
Mascoutah Bethel UMC $628 3.00% $373 3.00% $1,000 3.00%
Medora UMC $672 50.00% $402 50.00% $1,074 50.00%
Piasa UMC $672 50.00% $396 50.00% $1,068 50.00%
Mount Olive UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Sorento UMC $318 25.00% $189 25.00% $507 25.00%
Mulberry Grove UMC $550 26.00% $550 43.00% $1,100 32.00%
Pleasant Mound UMC $231 25.00% $138 25.00% $369 25.00%
Nashville Grace UMC $9,315 42.00% $5,540 42.00% $14,855 42.00%
New Athens UMC $2,040 50.00% $1,212 50.00% $3,252 50.00%
New Baden UMC $3,300 50.00% $1,962 50.00% $5,262 50.00%
O'Fallon First UMC $26,400 42.00% $15,690 42.00% $42,090 42.00%
Okawville UMC $1,026 50.00% $612 50.00% $1,638 50.00%
Pocahontas UMC $4,044 50.00% $2,400 50.00% $6,444 50.00%
Panama UMC $1,004 41.00% $596 41.00% $1,600 41.00%
Rosewood Heights Saint Paul UMC $1,967 8.00% $1,169 8.00% $3,136 8.00%
Shiloh UMC $15,725 42.00% $6,288 28.00% $22,013 37.00%
Shipman UMC $1,686 50.00% $1,002 50.00% $2,688 50.00%
Dorchester UMC $516 50.00% $306 50.00% $822 50.00%
Sparta First UMC $9,108 50.00% $5,412 50.00% $14,520 50.00%
Staunton UMC $1,335 42.00% $795 42.00% $2,130 42.00%
Steeleville UMC $1,362 50.00% $810 50.00% $2,172 50.00%
Percy UMC $1,350 50.00% $804 50.00% $2,154 50.00%
Trenton First UMC $6,080 42.00% $3,615 42.00% $9,695 42.00%
Troy UMC $21,305 42.00% $12,665 42.00% $33,970 42.00%
Worden UMC $1,176 50.00% $702 50.00% $1,878 50.00%
Wanda UMC $314 4.00% $186 4.00% $500 4.00%
Wood River First UMC $2,915 42.00% $1,735 42.00% $4,650 42.00%

MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT TOTALS $300,387 25.77% $173,608 25.06% $473,995 25.51%

SANGAMON RIVER DISTRICT
Argenta UMC $2,844 50.00% $1,692 50.00% $4,536 50.00%
Warrensburg UMC $2,388 50.00% $1,422 50.00% $3,810 50.00%
Assumption UMC $705 25.00% $420 25.00% $1,125 25.00%
Findlay UMC $1,860 50.00% $1,104 50.00% $2,964 50.00%
Windsor UMC $2,370 50.00% $1,410 50.00% $3,780 50.00%
Athens UMC $4,776 50.00% $2,838 50.00% $7,614 50.00%
Cantrall UMC $2,742 50.00% $1,632 50.00% $4,374 50.00%
Auburn UMC $5,475 42.00% $3,255 42.00% $8,730 42.00%
Beason UMC $1,338 50.00% $792 50.00% $2,130 50.00%
McLean UMC $2,000 33.00% $1,188 33.00% $3,188 33.00%
Waynesville UMC $2,556 50.00% $1,518 50.00% $4,074 50.00%
Bissell UMC $810 50.00% $480 50.00% $1,290 50.00%
Blue Mound UMC $3,890 42.00% $2,315 42.00% $6,205 42.00%
Buckeye UMC $1,164 50.00% $690 50.00% $1,854 50.00%
Owaneco UMC $1,134 50.00% $672 50.00% $1,806 50.00%
South Fork UMC $2,394 50.00% $1,422 50.00% $3,816 50.00%
Chatham UMC $12,670 42.00% $7,570 42.00% $20,240 42.00%
Cisco UMC $4,470 50.00% $2,658 50.00% $7,128 50.00%
Clinton UMC $10,433 59.00% $6,271 59.00% $16,704 59.00%
Decatur Christ UMC $2,526 25.00% $1,500 25.00% $4,026 25.00%
Decatur First UMC $24,294 50.00% $14,436 50.00% $38,730 50.00%
Decatur Grace UMC $32,376 50.00% $19,242 50.00% $51,618 50.00%
Decatur Wesley UMC $1,536 50.00% $912 50.00% $2,448 50.00%
Divernon UMC $1,794 50.00% $1,068 50.00% $2,862 50.00%
Pawnee UMC $2,060 42.00% $1,225 42.00% $3,285 42.00%
Thayer UMC $858 25.00% $510 25.00% $1,368 25.00%
Easton UMC $2,412 50.00% $1,434 50.00% $3,846 50.00%
Edinburg UMC $2,320 42.00% $1,380 42.00% $3,700 42.00%
Stonington UMC $2,832 50.00% $1,400 42.00% $4,232 47.00%
Elkhart UMC $1,212 50.00% $720 50.00% $1,932 50.00%
Fairview UMC $530 42.00% $315 42.00% $845 42.00%
Farmersville UMC $348 50.00% $204 50.00% $552 50.00%
Forsyth UMC $6,708 50.00% $3,984 50.00% $10,692 50.00%
Fountain of Life UMC $3,150 50.00% $1,872 50.00% $5,022 50.00%
Garver Brick UMC $948 50.00% $564 50.00% $1,512 50.00%
Island Grove UMC $1,002 50.00% $594 50.00% $1,596 50.00%
Kenney UMC $840 100.00% $504 100.00% $1,344 100.00%
Lincoln First UMC $10,525 42.00% $6,255 42.00% $16,780 42.00%
Loami UMC $1,779 42.00% $1,057 42.00% $2,836 42.00%
Long Creek UMC $2,646 50.00% $1,572 50.00% $4,218 50.00%
Dalton City UMC $1,620 50.00% $966 50.00% $2,586 50.00%
Maroa UMC $7,734 50.00% $4,596 50.00% $12,330 50.00%
Mason City UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
San Jose UMC $3,672 50.00% $2,184 50.00% $5,856 50.00%
Middletown UMC $750 50.00% $444 50.00% $1,194 50.00%
Midland UMC $1,518 25.00% $903 25.00% $2,421 25.00%
Monticello UMC $14,390 42.00% $8,555 42.00% $22,945 42.00%
Morrisonville UMC $2,610 50.00% $1,554 50.00% $4,164 50.00%
Mount Auburn UMC $775 42.00% $460 42.00% $1,235 42.00%
Mount Pulaski First UMC $2,276 41.00% $1,352 41.00% $3,628 41.00%
Chestnut UMC $846 50.00% $504 50.00% $1,350 50.00%

Latham UMC $1,800 50.00% $1,074 50.00% $2,874 50.00%
Mount Zion UMC $6,636 50.00% $3,942 50.00% $10,578 50.00%
Bethany UMC $1,302 50.00% $774 50.00% $2,076 50.00%
Moweaqua UMC $2,022 17.00% $1,202 17.00% $3,224 17.00%
Sanner Chapel UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
New Holland UMC $4,440 100.00% $2,640 100.00% $7,080 100.00%
Niantic UMC $2,400 57.00% $0 0.00% $2,400 36.00%
Illiopolis UMC $1,362 50.00% $810 50.00% $2,172 50.00%
Cerro Gordo UMC $3,522 50.00% $2,094 50.00% $5,616 50.00%
Lovington UMC $2,240 42.00% $1,330 42.00% $3,570 42.00%
Hammond UMC $1,492 33.00% $888 33.00% $2,380 33.00%
LaPlace UMC $954 50.00% $570 50.00% $1,524 50.00%
Pana UMC $8,100 42.00% $4,815 42.00% $12,915 42.00%
Petersburg UMC $6,774 50.00% $4,026 50.00% $10,800 50.00%
Elwin UMC $6,306 50.00% $3,750 50.00% $10,056 50.00%
Macon UMC $3,942 50.00% $2,346 50.00% $6,288 50.00%
Zion Chapel UMC $3,570 50.00% $2,124 50.00% $5,694 50.00%
Raymond Community Of Faith UMC $2,865 42.00% $1,700 42.00% $4,565 42.00%
Riverton First UMC $8,136 100.00% $4,836 100.00% $12,972 100.00%
Rochester UMC $11,460 42.00% $6,815 42.00% $18,275 42.00%
Sharon UMC $4,580 42.00% $2,720 42.00% $7,300 42.00%
Sherman UMC $11,892 50.00% $7,068 50.00% $18,960 50.00%
Springfield Asbury UMC $3,228 50.00% $1,920 50.00% $5,148 50.00%
Springfield Cotton Hill UMC $0 0.00% $2,336 33.00% $2,336 12.00%
Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC $18,906 50.00% $11,238 50.00% $30,144 50.00%
Springfield First UMC $86,028 50.00% $51,132 50.00% $137,160 50.00%
Springfield Grace UMC $4,788 43.00% $2,844 43.00% $7,632 43.00%
Springfield Jerome UMC $1,530 50.00% $912 50.00% $2,442 50.00%
New Salem UMC $1,020 50.00% $606 50.00% $1,626 50.00%
Springfield Kumler UMC $6,390 50.00% $3,798 50.00% $10,188 50.00%
Springfield Laurel UMC $25,326 50.00% $15,054 50.00% $40,380 50.00%
Sugar Creek UMC $7,935 42.00% $4,715 42.00% $12,650 42.00%
Taylorville UMC $18,036 50.00% $10,722 50.00% $28,758 50.00%
Williamsville UMC $2,960 42.00% $1,760 42.00% $4,720 42.00%

SANGAMON RIVER DISTRICT TOTALS $476,848 46.68% $284,176 46.80% $761,024 46.73%

SPOON RIVER DISTRICT
Abingdon UMC $5,015 42.00% $2,980 42.00% $7,995 42.00%
Aledo UMC $7,273 25.00% $4,322 25.00% $11,595 25.00%
Alpha UMC $4,464 50.00% $2,652 50.00% $7,116 50.00%
Altona UMC $2,877 52.00% $1,709 52.00% $4,586 52.00%
Victoria UMC $2,892 50.00% $1,722 50.00% $4,614 50.00%
Blandinsville UMC $1,180 42.00% $700 42.00% $1,880 42.00%
Burnside UMC $1,950 83.00% $702 50.00% $2,652 71.00%
Bushnell UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Avon UMC $1,820 49.00% $1,050 48.00% $2,870 48.00%
New Philadelphia UMC $306 50.00% $180 50.00% $486 50.00%
Point Pleasant UMC $432 50.00% $258 50.00% $690 50.00%
Colchester UMC $4,295 42.00% $2,555 42.00% $6,850 42.00%
Hills Grove UMC $420 33.00% $252 33.00% $672 33.00%
Colona UMC $6,290 42.00% $3,740 42.00% $10,030 42.00%
East Moline Christ Multisite UMC $24,600 42.00% $14,620 42.00% $39,220 42.00%
Elmwood UMC $6,894 50.00% $4,098 50.00% $10,992 50.00%
Fairfield UMC $1,104 50.00% $654 50.00% $1,758 50.00%
Fairview Center UMC $4,752 50.00% $2,826 50.00% $7,578 50.00%
Galesburg Faith UMC $3,270 50.00% $1,944 50.00% $5,214 50.00%
Galesburg First UMC $19,368 50.00% $11,514 50.00% $30,882 50.00%
Galva Grace UMC $490 21.00% $293 21.00% $783 21.00%
Geneseo First UMC $20,950 42.00% $12,450 42.00% $33,400 42.00%
Cambridge UMC $5,485 42.00% $3,260 42.00% $8,745 42.00%
Geneseo Grace UMC $14,058 50.00% $8,358 50.00% $22,416 50.00%
Annawan Community UMC $897 25.00% $531 25.00% $1,428 25.00%
Fairview UMC $1,835 42.00% $1,090 42.00% $2,925 42.00%
Hooppole Zion UMC $1,710 42.00% $1,020 42.00% $2,730 42.00%
Henderson UMC $870 50.00% $516 50.00% $1,386 50.00%
North Henderson UMC $785 42.00% $465 42.00% $1,250 42.00%
Hillsdale UMC $1,752 50.00% $1,044 50.00% $2,796 50.00%
Illinois City UMC $1,875 42.00% $1,115 42.00% $2,990 42.00%
Pine Bluff UMC $858 50.00% $510 50.00% $1,368 50.00%
Kirkwood UMC $1,614 50.00% $960 50.00% $2,574 50.00%
Smithshire UMC $624 50.00% $372 50.00% $996 50.00%
Knoxville UMC $5,358 50.00% $3,186 50.00% $8,544 50.00%
LaHarpe UMC $502 16.00% $298 16.00% $800 16.00%
Durham UMC $984 50.00% $588 50.00% $1,572 50.00%
Terre Haute UMC $1,824 50.00% $1,086 50.00% $2,910 50.00%
Good Hope UMC $2,915 42.00% $1,730 42.00% $4,645 42.00%
Jerusalem UMC $1,878 50.00% $1,116 50.00% $2,994 50.00%
Loraine UMC $5,484 50.00% $3,258 50.00% $8,742 50.00%
Macomb Wesley UMC $19,895 42.00% $11,825 42.00% $31,720 42.00%
Maquon UMC $2,412 50.00% $1,434 50.00% $3,846 50.00%
Douglas UMC $912 50.00% $540 50.00% $1,452 50.00%
Orange Chapel UMC $1,092 50.00% $648 50.00% $1,740 50.00%
Maxey Chapel UMC $1,254 50.00% $744 50.00% $1,998 50.00%
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Paid

CS/Adm
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Conference Apportionments - RECEIPTS AS OF JUNE 30, 2019*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 50% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

District/Church
CS/Adm

Paid
CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

Milan Trinity UMC $3,715 42.00% $2,205 42.00% $5,920 42.00%
Green River UMC $672 50.00% $402 50.00% $1,074 50.00%
Mineral UMC $1,104 100.00% $660 100.00% $1,764 100.00%
Moline Bethel Wesley UMC $7,760 42.00% $4,615 42.00% $12,375 42.00%
Moline Riverside UMC $16,482 50.00% $9,798 50.00% $26,280 50.00%
Monmouth First UMC $9,490 42.00% $5,640 42.00% $15,130 42.00%
Nauvoo UMC $900 25.00% $534 25.00% $1,434 25.00%
Galva First UMC $4,044 50.00% $2,406 50.00% $6,450 50.00%
Bishop Hill UMC $1,164 50.00% $690 50.00% $1,854 50.00%
Oneida UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Oquawka UMC $804 50.00% $480 50.00% $1,284 50.00%
Gladstone UMC $930 42.00% $555 42.00% $1,485 42.00%
Biggsville UMC $1,290 50.00% $768 50.00% $2,058 50.00%
Orion UMC $4,857 25.00% $3,848 33.00% $8,705 28.00%
Port Byron First UMC $6,050 42.00% $3,595 42.00% $9,645 42.00%
Reynolds UMC $2,385 25.00% $1,416 25.00% $3,801 25.00%
Taylor Ridge UMC $864 50.00% $516 50.00% $1,380 50.00%
Rock Island Two Rivers UMC $9,702 50.00% $5,766 50.00% $15,468 50.00%
Roseville UMC $4,488 50.00% $2,664 50.00% $7,152 50.00%
Swan Creek UMC $906 50.00% $540 50.00% $1,446 50.00%
Stronghurst UMC $2,112 50.00% $1,260 50.00% $3,372 50.00%
Carman UMC $1,812 50.00% $1,074 50.00% $2,886 50.00%
Church of the Cross UMC $1,722 50.00% $1,026 50.00% $2,748 50.00%
Hampton Grace UMC $1,866 50.00% $1,110 50.00% $2,976 50.00%
Viola UMC $2,502 50.00% $1,488 50.00% $3,990 50.00%
Preemption UMC $4,362 50.00% $2,592 50.00% $6,954 50.00%
Walnut Grove UMC $2,568 50.00% $1,524 50.00% $4,092 50.00%
Joy UMC $422 17.00% $250 17.00% $672 17.00%
Eliza Community UMC $1,206 50.00% $0 0.00% $1,206 50.00%
New Boston UMC $1,368 50.00% $810 50.00% $2,178 50.00%
Williamsfield UMC $2,844 50.00% $1,692 50.00% $4,536 50.00%
Dahinda UMC $6,144 100.00% $3,648 100.00% $9,792 100.00%

SPOON RIVER DISTRICT TOTALS $304,050 43.59% $180,487 43.69% $484,537 43.63%

VERMILION RIVER DISTRICT
Bloomington Park UMC $3,504 50.00% $2,082 50.00% $5,586 50.00%
Bloomington Wesley UMC $47,868 50.00% $28,452 50.00% $76,320 50.00%
Bonfield First UMC $1,056 50.00% $630 50.00% $1,686 50.00%
Bonfield Evangelical UMC $3,330 50.00% $1,980 50.00% $5,310 50.00%
Grand Prairie UMC $2,082 50.00% $1,236 50.00% $3,318 50.00%
Bourbonnais Grace Community UMC $7,194 50.00% $4,278 50.00% $11,472 50.00%
Braceville UMC $2,100 50.00% $1,248 50.00% $3,348 50.00%
Mazon UMC $1,356 50.00% $804 50.00% $2,160 50.00%
Chatsworth UMC $5,976 100.00% $3,552 100.00% $9,528 100.00%
Forrest UMC $2,724 50.00% $1,620 50.00% $4,344 50.00%
Chenoa UMC $4,656 100.00% $2,760 100.00% $7,416 100.00%
Coal City UMC $9,240 42.00% $5,490 42.00% $14,730 42.00%
Cornell UMC $2,130 50.00% $1,266 50.00% $3,396 50.00%
United Church of Odell UMC $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Downs UMC $6,765 42.00% $4,020 42.00% $10,785 42.00%
Dwight UMC $14,574 50.00% $8,664 50.00% $23,238 50.00%
El Paso UMC $4,926 50.00% $2,928 50.00% $7,854 50.00%
Essex UMC $426 76.00% $254 76.00% $680 76.00%

Fairbury First UMC $8,964 50.00% $5,328 50.00% $14,292 50.00%
Herscher UMC $5,322 50.00% $3,162 50.00% $8,484 50.00%
Reddick UMC $2,604 50.00% $1,548 50.00% $4,152 50.00%
South Wilmington UMC $570 50.00% $336 50.00% $906 50.00%
United Church of Heyworth $3,234 25.00% $1,923 25.00% $5,157 25.00%
Hudson UMC $3,120 50.00% $1,854 50.00% $4,974 50.00%
Kankakee Asbury UMC $0 0.00% $10,055 44.00% $10,055 17.00%
Kankakee Saint Mark UMC $7,920 50.00% $4,704 50.00% $12,624 50.00%
Bradley Wesley UMC $5,754 50.00% $3,420 50.00% $9,174 50.00%
Kankakee Trinity UMC $3,324 50.00% $1,974 50.00% $5,298 50.00%
Bradley Evangelical UMC $1,806 50.00% $1,074 50.00% $2,880 50.00%
Aroma Park UMC $870 42.00% $515 42.00% $1,385 42.00%
LeRoy UMC $9,635 42.00% $5,725 42.00% $15,360 42.00%
Lexington First UMC $7,830 42.00% $4,655 42.00% $12,485 42.00%
Long Point UMC $2,448 50.00% $1,452 50.00% $3,900 50.00%
Lostant UMC $2,904 100.00% $1,728 100.00% $4,632 100.00%
Richland UMC $456 50.00% $270 50.00% $726 50.00%
Magnolia UMC $702 50.00% $420 50.00% $1,122 50.00%
McNabb UMC $780 100.00% $468 100.00% $1,248 100.00%
Manteno UMC $7,536 50.00% $4,476 50.00% $12,012 50.00%
McDowell UMC $4,800 100.00% $2,856 100.00% $7,656 100.00%
Minonk UMC $972 50.00% $576 50.00% $1,548 50.00%
Wenona Saint John's UMC $1,230 50.00% $732 50.00% $1,962 50.00%
Momence First UMC $4,518 50.00% $2,688 50.00% $7,206 50.00%
Grant Park First UMC $1,206 50.00% $714 50.00% $1,920 50.00%
Normal Calvary UMC $55,308 50.00% $32,874 50.00% $88,182 50.00%
Normal First UMC $27,816 50.00% $16,536 50.00% $44,352 50.00%
Normal Morningstar UMC $6,360 50.00% $3,780 50.00% $10,140 50.00%
Bloomington West Olive Faith UMC $1,878 50.00% $1,116 50.00% $2,994 50.00%
Pontiac First UMC $20,448 50.00% $12,156 50.00% $32,604 50.00%
Atlanta UMC $2,545 42.00% $1,515 42.00% $4,060 42.00%
Ebenezer UMC $3,402 75.00% $1,825 68.00% $5,227 72.00%
Hopedale UMC $1,158 50.00% $690 50.00% $1,848 50.00%
Ransom UMC $2,418 50.00% $1,434 50.00% $3,852 50.00%
Verona UMC $1,092 50.00% $648 50.00% $1,740 50.00%
Ritchey UMC $1,680 100.00% $996 100.00% $2,676 100.00%
Roanoke UMC $3,840 42.00% $2,285 42.00% $6,125 42.00%
Secor UMC $1,572 50.00% $936 50.00% $2,508 50.00%
Saunemin UMC $3,438 50.00% $2,046 50.00% $5,484 50.00%
Saybrook Wesbein UMC $2,005 42.00% $1,190 42.00% $3,195 42.00%
Cropsey UMC $1,848 50.00% $1,098 50.00% $2,946 50.00%
Streator First UMC $7,176 50.00% $4,266 50.00% $11,442 50.00%
Grand Ridge UMC $2,478 50.00% $1,476 50.00% $3,954 50.00%
Ellsworth UMC $2,544 50.00% $1,512 50.00% $4,056 50.00%
Colfax UMC $1,158 50.00% $0 0.00% $1,158 31.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC $1,332 50.00% $792 50.00% $2,124 50.00%
Tonica UMC $2,600 33.00% $1,544 33.00% $4,144 33.00%
Hennepin UMC $2,082 50.00% $1,236 50.00% $3,318 50.00%
Cabery UMC $714 50.00% $426 50.00% $1,140 50.00%
Cullom UMC $960 50.00% $570 50.00% $1,530 50.00%
Kempton UMC $714 50.00% $426 50.00% $1,140 50.00%

VERMILION RIVER DISTRICT TOTALS $366,978 47.25% $227,290 49.23% $594,268 47.99%

Decatur Central UMC (CLOSED) $2,634 50.00% $1,566 50.00% $4,200 50.00%
Bethel UMC (CLOSED) $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Bryant UMC (CLOSED) $648 100.00% $384 100.00% $1,032 100.00%
Providence Chapel UMC (CLOSED) $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Tower Hill UMC (CLOSED) $1,524 50.00% $906 50.00% $2,430 50.00%
Bonnie UMC (CLOSED) $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Colp UMC (CLOSED) $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Irvington UMC (CLOSED) $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Saint Jacob UMC (CLOSED) $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Big Prairie UMC (CLOSED) $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Prairieton UMC (CLOSED) $0 0.00% $0 0.00% $0 0.00%
Vandalia Luster Chapel UMC (CLOSED) $150 46.00% $150 78.00% $300 58.00% 
     

IGRC TOTALS   $3,098,826 41.00% $1,852,433 41.00% $4,951,259 41.00%

years as a part-time local pastor and preceded him in 
death July 14, 2017.

For a complete obituary, visit: http://www.
calvertmemorial.com/obituaries/George-G-
Russell?obId=5152853

 Expressions of sympathy may be sent to his children: 
Edward Russell, 717 River Bluff Ct., Sherwood IL  60604; 
Donna Diehl, 122 N Colton, Bloomington IL  61701; or 
Daniel Russell, 1218 N Locust, Pontiac IL  61764.

IGRC retired pastor John "Jack" 
W. Lee, 88, died July 8 in Peoria. 
He was 88.

A native of Cornwall, England, 
her served in Ohio for more than 
20 years before transferring to 

the former Central Illinois Conference as a chaplain at 
Methodist Medical Center in Peoria in 1979 for 13 years. He 
retire Feb. 28, 1999 from the VA Medical Center in Topeka, 
Kan., where he served as a clinical pastoral educator.

A complete obituary may be found at: https://
www.legacy.com/obituaries/pjstar/obituary.
aspx?n=john-lee-jack&pid=193350886 

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Genevieve Lee, 2907 
W. Winterberry Lane, Peoria, IL  61604-1831.

Gary Lee Garretson, spouse of 
retired pastor, Rev. Sharon Colbert-
Garretson, died June 21 at his home 
in Pontiac. He was 78.

Gary was a member of Pontiac First 
UMC.  

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to Rev. Sharon 
Colbert-Garretson, 18 Crystal Ct., Pontiac, IL 61764.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
duffyfuneralhome.com/obituary/gary-garretson 

The Rev. Dr. David Melvin, a provisional elder in 
the IGRC, died suddenly June 18 at Unity Point Health 
Methodist in Peoria. He was 36.

Dr. Melvin was pastor of Mossville UMC in the Illinois 

River District  at the time of his 
death. He is survived by his wife, 
Kendra and three children, Malachi, 
Josiah and Eleanor, all at home.

For a complete obituary, 
visit: https://www.

wilsonsfuneralhome.net/obituary/rev-dr-david-
melvin  

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Kendra Melvin, 
1033 E. Mossville Rd., Peoria, IL  61615-9799.

IGRC retired pastor, Rev. Keith Carl Ferguson, 77, 
of Normal, passed away Monday (June 17, 2019) at 
Advocate BroMenn Medical Center in Normal.

Together with his wife, Barbara, Rev. Ferguson served 37 
years of active ministry, 34 of which were in the former 
Central Illinois Conference and later, the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference. He retired in 2006 from Chillicothe UMC.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.pantagraph.
com/obituaries/keith-carl-ferguson/article_a69bc65a-
8f97-5674-8b3e-b6bf0f1cb33c.html 

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Linda Ferguson, 
1000 Chippewa St., Normal, IL  61761-5787.

Myrthel Bula Hertz, the surviving 
spouse of Rev. Ron Bula, died June 
13 in Terre Haute, Ind. She was 93.

Together with her husband, the 
Bulas served several churches in 23 
years of active service in the former 

Central Illinois Conference prior to Rev. Bula’s death in 
1984 while serving at Bradley Evangelical UMC.

Condolences may be sent to son, Matthew Bula, 816 E. 
Southport Dr., Terre Haute, IN  47802.

Memorials may be sent to Preachers’ Aid Society and 
Benefit Fund, for which Myrthel was a faithful supporter.

For a complete obituary, visit: http://obituaries.
tribstar.com/obituary/myrthel-hertz-1075131370 

DEATHS CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 1
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Historical Messenger

In the light of eternity: The Southern Methodist Church in Illinois
(Editor’s note: The following article was written by former Conference Historian Richard A. Chrisman and published in the October 1998 issue of Methodist 

History magazine. The article has only been adapted to reflect the year 2019 as being the 175th anniversary of the 1844 split of the Methodist Episcopal Church into 
the ME Church North and the ME Church South – the last time there was an official split of the denomination).
BY RICHARD A. CHRISMAN

Just 175 years ago, the tensions within the Methodist 
Episcopal Church led to division, culminating a half-
century of increasing acceptance of slavery on the one 
hand and a growing desire to limit or remove it on the 
other. 

From the beginning, the Methodist Episcopal church 
frowned upon slavery, but as southern churchmen came 
to accept slavery not only as a necessity, but as a positive 
good, and abolitionist agitation became ever more 
strident, the stage was set for a major confrontation. 
Southern Methodists would no longer accept northern 
moralizing and “political preaching” and northerners 
found it impossible to longer “prostrate 
[themselves] in groveling obeisance at the 
foot of slavery.” (Northwestern Christian 
Advocate, Aug. 29,1866).

The issue which brought the 
matter to head was the case of Bishop 
James Andrew at the 1844 General 
Conference. State laws would not 
allow him to emancipate some slaves 
he had acquired through marriage, 
and his fellow delegates refused 
to let him resign, while a bloc of 
northern delegates insisted they could 
not accept the jurisdiction of a slave-
holding bishop. They could not tolerate the 
“nationalizing” of slavery – it had already spread 
far enough. When Bishop Andrew was in effect 
suspended, southern delegates began agitation 
for some sort of division of the church. A 
so-called “Plan of Separation,” created by a 
“Committee of Nine,” of which Illinois’ Peter 
Akers was a member, was agreed upon, but 
to be used only if conditions in the southern 
churches made continued unity impossible. 
Akers believed the southern brethren would do 
everything in their power to prevent a division 
and would not use the plan unless it was absolutely 
necessary.

Peter Cartwright, along with a few others, 
vehemently opposed the plan. He felt it was not only 
unconstitutional, since the annual conference had to vote 
on a change of the rules first, but that it would create 
strife in border conferences and set a bad precedent 
(Buckley, 92). Nevertheless, the plan passed, 136-15. 
After the close of General Conference, he led the fight 
to thwart its implementation through asking the annual 
conferences to vote against the change in the Sixth 
Restrictive Rule which was necessary for the division 
to take place. The conferences turned down the rule 
change, declaring the division of the church illegal, 
northern leaders calling it instead a secession. Many felt 
the southern Methodists had already planned to divide 
the church and were just waiting for an occasion, and the 
Bishop Andrew affair provided it. In support of this view, 
it appears that no effort was made to overcome problems 
in the churches, instead the preachers immediately 
“moved for separation without consulting the people” 
(Northern Christian Advocate, June 6, 1894), calling a 
meeting in Louisville the following year to form a new 
church.

Cartwright and others greeted the division of the 
church with apprehension, fearing that it was setting a 
bad precedent. Cartwright said it presaged a division 
of the country, and even leaders outside the church, 
such as Henry Clay, saw its dangers. Clay, writing to a 
friend, said: “Scarcely any public occurrence has given 

me so much real concern. I would not say that it would 
necessarily produce dissolution of the political union 
of these states, but the example would be fraught with 
imminent danger” (Swaney, 288).  John C. Calhoun 
noted in a Senate speech in 1850 “that three of the 
four religious bonds holding the nation together had 
snapped – Presbyterian, Baptist, and Methodist,” with 
only the Protestant Episcopal holding together (Smith, 
27). Indeed, some southern newspaper editors saw the 
division as a harbinger of national political division, 
but rather than being troubled were delighted with the 
prospect (Swaney, 287).

Division of the nation did come in 1861, and most 
northern Methodist ministers readily identified the 

cause of preserving the Union with Christianity. 
Resolutions were adopted in all four Illinois 

conferences each year strongly supporting the 
government and calling upon all members 
to come to its defense, branding as traitors 
any who hesitated. Likewise, southern 
Methodist preachers were among the strongest 
supporters of the Confederacy (Prim, 1985). 

Through the period of years preceding 
the war, many settlers came into southern and 

central Illinois from Tennessee and Kentucky, 
from Virginia and the Carolinas. Not a few of 

these retained southern sympathies, and 
even those who did not actively support 

the southern cause were suspected by 
their Yankee neighbors, especially if 
they were Democrats. During the last 
two years or so of the war bitterness 
intensified, and demands to prove 
loyalty to the Union escalated, as well 
as opposition to and threats against 
“political preachers” who made 
these demands. Some Union-minded 

preachers carried pistols for their 
protection, and at least two churches, 

Long Creek, near Decatur, and Zion, 
in the Jacksonville District, were believed 

burned by southern sympathizers.
During this time and in the immediate post-

war period, “hundreds,” according to the southern 
Methodist Illinois Conference history, were expelled 
from the church because they were Democrats or 
sympathized with the South. Many such objected to the 
use of church buildings for “political” meetings, and 
to “political preaching.” The history in the 1880 Illinois 
Conference Journal [MECSJ states: “The pulpits, Sabbath 
after Sabbath, were polluted, and made to subserve the 
interests of their political party to the shameful neglect of 
the interest of immortal souls” (“Historical”, 4).

Perhaps these southern-oriented Methodists were 
not just feeling concern for the fate of family and friends 
left behind but had also become habituated to a view of 
religion and morality which had come to predominate 
in southern Methodism. One can only speculate as 
to why such a sharp division between religion and 
morality came about: perhaps it was partly because of the 
“perfectionism” which held that “true” Christians need 
no longer be concerned with morals, since the “perfect” 
heart would only will what is right, and needed no 
guidance. Perhaps also there was a subconscious desire to 
avoid moral pangs over slavery.

G. Clinton Prim summarized:
The differences distinguishing northern and 

southern Methodists were not merely sectional as 
they were also separated by contrasting understanding 

of their function in society and the scope of their 
responsibility. The northern Methodists generally 
broadened their concept of Christian responsibility 
from evangelism to the belief that Christians must do 
battle for what is right. ... Southern Methodists held to 
what they regarded as the “strictly Scriptural mission 
of the church.” Southern editors urged their churches 
to “preach repentance and faith and holiness” and 
“allow the people who are competent to attend to the 
affairs of the Nation and the State” (Prim, 240). What 
northern Methodists thought were essential Christian 
ethics, southerners viewed as “mere politics.” Southern 
Methodists in Illinois interpreted their history, even 
many years later, not as an outgrowth of the conflict 
over slavery, but of different interpretations of church 
discipline (“Historical,” 3).

Southern-oriented Methodists in Illinois pictured 
themselves as a righteous minority persecuted by the 
ungodly majority. Their history states:

Under these circumstances many truly pious 
persons and a few ministers in the States of Illinois 
and Indiana left off attending church. They felt sorely 
grieved and were deeply distressed, being compelled 
to live without the means of grace. They hung their 
harps, as it were, upon the willows, and longed for the 
privileges of God’s house without being disturbed by 
any of the behests of secret political conclaves, and 
for the gospel of the Prince of Peace unmixed with 
political fanaticism (“Historical,” 4).

While the Methodist Episcopal Church detested 
what they thought of as disloyalty, and did eject some 
preachers, such as William C. Blundell, there was an 
effort made to keep retaliations under control. In 1864, 
for example, Rev. W. J. Stubbles was found guilty of 
maladministration because of writing “such words as 
Copperheads upon Church Records, as [he] has done 
upon those of Whitfield Circuit, and we hereby order 
them expunged” (Journal of Central Illinois Conference 
(MEC), 1864, 28)

The origins of the southern Methodist Conference 
in Illinois can be found in both central and southern 
Illinois. A meeting was held Jan. 21, 1864, in the 
courthouse in Lacon, Marshall County, at the call of 
several dissatisfied Methodists, Rev. Ira Norris being 
elected chairman and Rev. C. B. Shulenberger secretary. 
One of the signers of the call, Rev. Rumsey Smithson, 
was expelled from the Central Illinois Conference as a 
result of his participation in the meeting (Mathis, 20).  
When the adjourned meeting reconvened Feb. 11, a 
communication from 69 people from Magnolia, Putnam 
County, urged the leaders “to adopt measures for the 
promotion of religious societies throughout the state, 
which should be free from political agitations” (Mathis, 
23). Efforts moved forward to form an organization, with 
Smithson, Norris, and F. M. Mills named to a committee 
to draft an organizational plan. Thus, the Illinois 
Christian Association was born.

Shortly the association accepted the Wenona 
Seminary, which two local men had organized in 1858, 
but it later had to be sold to remove its indebtedness 
(Mathis, 31). The two-story seminary continued to 
flourish, however, and remained in use until it burned 
around the turn of the century. Turnstiles through the 
heavy wooden fence allowed entrance into the five-
acre grounds, which also included among its various 
outbuildings homes for the president and teachers 
(Rasmussen, 250).

Another meeting was called for August, the 
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announcement reading:
NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENT 

- So great has become the intolerance 
of the political priests who control 
most of our churches, and so 
effectively has abolitionism banished 
religion from their precincts, that 
many of those in whose bosoms still 
lingers a love for the old principles 
of pure Christianity have felt it to be 
an imperative duty to organize a new 
ecclesiastical body, which shall be 

an asylum for those who have been proscribed and 
excluded from the abolition synagogue into which the 
preachers have converted many churches. This new 
organization has sprung at once into vigorous vitality, 
and is already a life [sic] and a success. A meeting to 
enhance the interests and perfect the organization 
of the new society will be held at Wenona, Marshall 
county, Ill., on the 18th, 19th and 20th of August. Any 
information regarding the enterprise can be obtained 
by addressing Ira Norris, Lacon, Ill. (Daily State 
Register, July 27, 1864).

At the meeting a representative of the movement 
in Ohio, Rev. J. F. Given, gave an address. As a result, 
the name of the organization in Illinois was changed 
to resemble that in Ohio, and became known as the 
Christian Union of Illinois.  Learning that there were 
similar movements in Indiana and Iowa also, attempts 
were made to bring them into one organization, but the 
effort failed. The reason for the failure was the wish of 
one faction to have no doctrinal standards spelled out, 
while others felt the need for a definite statement of 
doctrine and polity. The Christian Union has survived as 
a denomination, and Given occupied a prominent place 
in it for many years (Brown, 4).

Meanwhile, unknown to the group farming in central 
Illinois, another began to form in southern Illinois. In 
the fall of 1863 a Rev. Aspley of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, from Missouri, made a preaching foray 
into the state, and organized a class at Nashville. Upon his 
return to Missouri, the work spread no further. During 
the following winter or spring, Rev. Jacob Ditzler visited 
his sister near Kinmundy, did some preaching, and 
announced a meeting of disaffected Methodists. Since few 
attended, nothing was done, but because those who did 
attend were dropped from the church records, discontent 
increased (Mathis, 42). 

Mr. A. C. Davis of Jackson County took Ditzler and 
another preacher named Myers “into his home after they 
were locked out of the M. E. Church. He opened a school 
house on his farm and they entered and began preaching. 
A great revival broke out and furnished the foundation 
of our work jn Southern Illinois” (Illinois Conference 
Minutes, 1914 (MECS), 32).

The event which may have triggered the most interest 
in organizing a separate body came about one Sunday 
morning, in the church a few miles from Salem, when the 
preacher came into the church on his regular rounds, and 
laying a revolver upon the pulpit beside the Bible, began 
to pray God's blessings upon the Union soldiers and 
“prayed that every rebel soldier might be massacred or 
wiped off the face of the earth.” When Thomas J. Boring, 
who had sons in the Union Army, objected to the tone of 
the prayer, the ensuing discussion ended the service for 
that day (Mathis, 56).

Then in May Rev. J. W. Wescott issued a call in 
Marion County for a meeting to be held June 22 at the 
court house in Salem. At this meeting Rev. Thomas 
Middleton was elected chairman and Rev. T. D. Deeds, 
secretary. When Wescott stated he had withdrawn 
from the Methodist Episcopal Church, several other 
ministers announced they would do likewise, among 
them Middleton, Deeds, William Finley and James D. 
Gray. Several exhorters and other lay persons followed 
suit. A committee consisting of Wescott, Finley, Gray, 
Deeds, and Elijah Wimberly was appointed to draw up 
a draft of doctrines and discipline and to report at a 
meeting set for July. Their proposal for a church to be 
known as the Evangelical Church, Methodist in doctrine 

and congregational in 
government, was adopted 
(Mathis, 43, 44).

The first society 
formed with 26 former 
Methodists one mile 
south of Xenia, which 
came to be known as 
Pleasant Grove. Soon 
societies were started at 
a grove near Foxville, 
Union Camp Ground, 
Rome, Shiloh, Patoka, 
Kinmundy, and other 
places. In 1865 B. R. 
Hester settled in southern 
Illinois and began preaching and organizing churches in 
the Jackson County area as well (Mathis, 45).

On Sept. 22, 1865, the two groups met together 
at Xenia and united under the name of the Christian 
Union Church, “Methodistic both in doctrine and polity” 
(Mathis, 49). While those in the southern part of the 
state agreed unanimously, a faction in the north under 
the leadership of a Rev. Slack objected, and maintained 
a separate organization, which kept the Christian Union 
name. The united group, composed of an equal number 
of ministers and laymen, resolved to meet in conference 
at Clinton. At this gathering they also decided to have 
district conferences, thus “we may safely say that the 
Illinois Conference instituted, and brought into the 
Methodist Church, both lay representation and the 
district conference” (Mathis, 50).

The council of the Christian Union Church met at 
Clinton, Sept. 12, 1866, to which the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, sent fraternal delegates, and the council 
voted to unite with the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
At a meeting held in Clinton the following June the plan 
of union was adopted, and the next day Bishop Doggett 
officially admitted the group into the denomination under 
the name of Episcopal Methodist Church.

The first annual conference session was held at 
Nashville Oct. 16, 1867 (Mathis, 101). At that there were 
2,504 members, 16 local preachers, and the following 
travelling preachers:  John W. Westcott, Rumsey 
Smithson, Middleton R. Jones, Richard P. Holt, James D. 
Gray, William Howard, Thomas D. Deeds, David Rose, 
David L. Myers , Oscar Smithson, Joseph Howard, Daniel 
T. Sherman, Benjamin R. Hester, James R. Prickett, Jonas 
B. Frost, Absalom L. Davis, David Stanford, William 
Finley, and E. C. Jones. Admitted to the conference that 
year were Norman P. Halsey, P. D. Vandeventer, Benjamin 
Zumwalt, 0. M. Samuels, Thomas L. Proctor, and several 
others on trial and readmitted (Minutes of the Illinois 
Annual Conference, (MECS), 1867, passim.). Of these 
pioneers, conference historians rate Westcott as “the 
father of the conference”. To him more than any other 
man does southern Methodism owe its existence in this 
state (The Illinois Conference Annual, 1907 (MECS), 27).

In just a few years an educational institution seemed 
a necessity, for the leaders were concerned that the young 
people of the church develop both the intellect and the 
heart, and that this could be done only when the church 
was the educator (Eighth Session, 1874, 24).  “The end 
in view is to develop the powers of the mind and fix 
good habits, while the best possible influences shall be 
thrown around the pupil” (Ninth Session, 1875, 32).  
Furthermore, if this be left to other churches to perform 
they may be lost to the denomination.

Accordingly, the 1872 conference requested proposals 
from communities interested in having such an institution. 
The citizens of Lewistown, Fulton County, offered to 
donate a four-acre tract with a four  story building 44 x 
60 feet, which would accommodate 150 pupils as well as 
providing quarters for a principal and family. Perhaps this 
was the same building operated by the Central Illinois 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church from 1857 
to 1861. The committee investigating the matter studied 
“the value of the property, healthfulness of the location, 
cost of living and the chances of patronage” and concluded 
to accept the offer (Seventh Session, 1873, 21). Lewistown 

was further lauded as “high, rolling and healthy,” free 
from saloons, with “good church privileges,” and citizens 
of “high moral character” (Eighth Session, 1874, 37). 
Furthermore, the college was “in the midst of friends” 
(Ninth Session, 1875, 25).

In 1873, preparations proceeded to open the 
Episcopal Methodist College. Prof. W. S. McKinney, 
for the preceding year principal of Belleville Collegiate 
Institute, St. Louis Conference, became principal, secured 
several other “competent teachers,” and planned to open 
the school the last week of October 1873. The trustees’ 
report noted that McKinney “comes among us highly 
recommended as a fine scholar, a good disciplinarian, 
and a successful educator.” The walls of the fourth story 
of the building were raised to 14 feet, which became the 
chapel. A new roof and a “handsome” dome topped out 
the school (Seventh Session, 1873, 21, 22).

The conference had no debt on the building, but 
money was needed for furnishings. While the college did 
not open until November, it did get under way as planned, 
but not without some extra local help. The financial panic 
of 1873 severely hampered the work of the financial 
agent and money could not be raised for the furnishings. 
Moses Bordner, already having given liberally toward the 
purchase of the building, advanced the money necessary 
for furnishings. “The school rooms were furnished with 
comfortable desks and blackboards, and the spacious 
chapel is elegantly furnished” (Eighth Session, 1874, 
23).  The conference that year set the fourth Friday in 
November as a day of fasting, humiliation and prayer, 
“for a revival of religion throughout the Conference, and 
the blessings of Heaven upon the institution of learning” 
(Eighth Session, 1874, 36).

The four teachers served a total of 53 students during 
the first year, in the following categories:  Primary 9, 
Preparatory 12, Academic 14, Collegiate 7, Irregular 11. 
In addition to literary courses instruction was given in 
Music, Drawing, Painting and German. Three hundred 
books were secured for the library and mineral and 
natural history specimens procured. Prof. F. A. Taylor of 
the faculty donated mathematical instruments worth $50 
(Eighth Session, 1874, 25).

The Conference Committee on Education resolved 
that the preachers bring the college before the people 
once a year, with a goal of fifty cents per member, 
and that they should preach at least annually “on the 
importance of moral and religious training in connection 
with mental culture” (Eighth Session, 1874, 27). 

Soon the college wanted to expand. The local citizens 
in 1875 offered to provide 600,000 bricks for a 60 x 100-
foot addition, if the work could be done within a year. 
Nothing more was heard of the project, but the college 
leaders were still confident of success. They reported a 
growth at the beginning of the third year from 20 at the 
opening of the first year, 42 the next year, and 62 at that 
time (Eighth Session, 1874, 25).

Professor McKinney resigned at the end of three years, 
and John P. McLaughlin of Georgia succeeded him. The 
year began with high hopes but soon dissatisfaction began 
to appear and grew at an alarming rate until students 
began dropping out of school in such numbers that it 
was closed before the end of the academic year. Financial 
commitments could not be met and the faculty “were 
greatly straightened and embarrassed, without means to 
live or to get away” (Eleventh Session, 1877, 23,24).

––  Boundary of Conferences of the M. E. Church South.
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Historical Messenger

Because the conference seemed unable or 
unwilling to alleviate the situation, the property 
was turned back to the donors. Attempts were 
made to reopen in 1879 but were unsuccessful. 
Ten years later, the Educational Report once again 
agitated unsuccessfully for a college, arguing that 
not having a college leads to division in families, 
as young people taught in colleges and academies 
operated by the different denominations tend 
to identify with them (Journal and Proceedings, 
MECS, 1889, 13, 14).

The conference in 1873 counted 67 local 
preachers, 5,517 members, and 3595 Sunday 
School scholars. The preachers were required 
to pay 2½ per cent of their income less travel 
expenses for the support of widows and children. 
(Seventh Session, 1873, 18, 25).

Up to 1878 the conference was known as the 
Illinois Conference of the Episcopal Methodist 
Church, but despite the claims of Mathis and 
J. Gordon Melton that it never adopted the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South name the 
conference journal of that year reports that such 
action was taken: “Resolved, That the style and title 
of this Conference , dating from the beginning 
of the present (Twelfth) Session, shall be Illinois 
Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South.” The journals were so identified 
from then on (Mathis, 104; Melton, 136; Twelfth 
Session, 1878, 4). The same year all the territory 
of the conference in the state of Indiana was set 
off as the Indiana Conference. Apparently, some 
of the churches did not like the name change, 
passing resolutions of dissatisfaction the following 
year. That year Rev. Amis Merrill, in charge of the 
Rushville Circuit, and a group of local preachers 
broke off and formed a separate organization. 
In 1880, authority was given the Presiding Elder 
and preachers of the Lewistown District “to enter 
into a process of law” to recover the houses of 
worship that were being denied them by certain 
parties in the churches (Fourteenth Session, 1880, 
9). The trouble must have spread, as each of the 
four presiding elders received $15 for defending 
the rights of church property in 1882 (Sixteenth 
Session, 1882, 16).

The bishop conducting the 1878 
conference brought up the necessity of forming 
a Woman's Foreign Missionary Society in 
each church, and the first annual meeting 
of the conference organization took place in 
1881 (Fifteenth Session, 1881, 28).  By 1894 
a Woman's Parsonage and Home Missionary 
Society was also in operation. Sensing the need 
for additional support for those dependent 
upon the conference, the 1900 conference 
authorized a “Widows’ and Orphans’ Memorial 
Fund” (Thirty-fourth Session, 1900, 24).

By the end of the century there were those who 
were conscious of the need to record their history, 
with an historical statement becoming a regular 
part of the conference journal each year. The 
conference asked Bishop O. P. Fitzgerald to write a 
history of the conference, but this apparently was 
not done. Eventually, in 1927, Rev. W. T. Mathis did 
write such an account.

Mathis seems to have been a dominant figure 
in the early years of the century, serving as a 
presiding elder, a delegate to General Conference, 
editor of the conference journal and conference 
secretary.

Echoes of past conflicts reverberated through 
the conference from time to time, as well as in 
the northern church.  One Methodist Episcopal 
minister, J. W. Lapham of Windsor Circuit, in 
his reply to conference historian James Leaton’s 
request for information about his early pastorates 
wrote that “in the Lower Sandcreek neighborhood 
there was a small Methodist Church South house 
with a little rotten society as poison as rattlesnakes  

and as mad at the M.E. Church as hornets.” W. T. 
Beadles noted two forms of opposition when he 
became presiding elder of the Quincy District: an 
“old fashioned fighting Campbellite and Southern 
Methodists” (Diary of Thomas Beadles, 52).

Methodist History
The 1897 Illinois Conference South voted to 

memorialize the General Conference to remove the 
“South” from their name, saying that its presence 
hindered their work: “It seems to carry with it 
the implication of dead issues and seems to give 
geographic limitation to the work of our great 
church.” The request was not granted (Thirty-
first Session, 1897, 22). The southern Methodist 
Publishing House had made a claim upon the 
federal government for the use of its property 
during the Civil War, which was paid, but the 1898 
and 1899 conferences passed resolutions protesting 
what they understood was misrepresentation in 
making the claim (Thirty-first Session, 1898, 26, 
27; Thirty-third Session, 1899, 27,28).

Border conflicts continued well into the 20th 
century, with the 1914 conference adopting this 
resolution:

Our Conference has for eight years 
maintained and held strictly to the ruling 
of the Federal Commission but our M. E. 
Brethren refuse to meet with us to adjust 
differences and continue to come into our field, 
disrupting our organizations and building 
M. E. Churches with money raised for our 
work; We recommend that the Conference 
Commission be dissolved (Illinois Conference, 
1914, (MECS), 22)

Nevertheless, the conference leaders felt there 
was much opportunity for growth in the rural 
areas, as many towns of 200 to 500 had no church 
or no Methodist Church, and that in prosecuting 
these efforts they were not “arraying Methodism 
against Methodism, not setting up altar against 
altar, but endeavoring to give the gospel to the 
needy,” and asked in 1901 that the denomination 
come to their assistance by making them a 
missionary conference and requested missionary 
funds in the amount of $3,000 in 1910 (Illinois 
Conference, 1901, 18).

Despite the church’s reluctance to get involved 
in social issues, it was not opposed to taking 
stands on personal morality, and the conference 
sent a memorial to General Conference in 1897 
to prohibit ministers from becoming members of 
the conference if they used tobacco (Thirty-first 
Session, 1897, 15).

A group of women in the churches 
requested the conference to vote favorably on the 
constitutional change necessary to allow women 
to become full lay members of the conference 
in 1918. The General Conference had approved 
the inclusion of women, contingent upon the 
annual conferences approving the change in 
the constitution which would allow it (Illinois 
Conference, 1918, 29).

Depression conditions were reflected in the 
1931 report of the presiding elder of the Waverly 
District:

Finances are low all over the district. It 
could scarcely be otherwise when every charge, 
save one, and practically every church has been 
effected by from one to three bank failures. 1 
have spent much of my life in Central Illinois 
and never have I seen before a time when the 
farmers had so little money. The most of them 
are not only without money, but their farms are 
under mortgage.

Even under these conditions a small increase 
in membership occurred, but no property 
improvements were made (Illinois Conference, 
1931, 20).

Discussions on union with the Methodist 

Episcopal Church, which had been on and off 
for about seventy years, came to fruition in 1938, 
with union to take place in 1939. At its last session 
in 1939, the following Waverly District charges 
and their churches were in the area of the former 
Central Illinois Conference: Buckhorn: Buckhorn, 
Fish Hook, and Morrellville;  Casey: Palestine 
and Casey; Dennison: Armstrong, Dennison, 
Dunlap, and Patton; El Dara: Dutch Creek and 
El Dara; Girard: New Hope and Union Chapel; 
Henton: Center, Henton, and Robinson Creek; 
Rushville: Bethel, Marietta, McTyeire, Mt. Carmel, 
Mt. Zion and Union Chapel; Waverly: Clarksdale, 
Providence and Waverly. Of these churches, 
Fishhook, Armstrong, Patton, El Dara, and New 
Hope were still functioning in 1994.

One of the last ministers to be ordained by 
the conference was Keely Kepner, who entered 
the Illinois Conference in 1930 and served in 
the Central Illinois Conference after union until 
retirement;in 1960. He died March 5, 1992. Other 
members of the conference who became a part of 
the Central Illinois Conference at the time of union 
include Edwin R. Cory, William D. Humphrey, 
Grover C. Morehead, Orville T. Rogers, and 
Andrew E. Thomas. Ralph Dean and Carol Victor 
Lanius transferred into the Illinois Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church earlier.

The Illinois Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South served a mostly 
rural constituency, never growing to be a large 
conference, but still providing a useful ministry. 
Their demographic problems were apparent as 
early as 1880, when the historical report noted that 
they had transferred around forty preachers to 
other conferences, as well as many lay members. 
“Our geographical position is such that hundreds 
of members annually emigrate South, Southwest 
and West, and thus help to swell our numbers else  
where.... Hence our Statistical Tables never give 
us full credit for the work we have done. In the 
light of eternity only will our record be known” 
(Fourteenth Session, 1880, 4).
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Photo courtesy of Curt Keller
Rev. Curt Keller, pastor of Hudson UMC, takes part in a discussion at 
EarthKeepers training event in Atlanta, Ga. In 2018.

Conference News

Creation is in crisis: Earthkeepers training is here to help 
BY CHRISTINA KROST

CHICAGO – Global Ministries EarthKeepers 
equips United Methodists to develop or 
environmental initiatives in their churches and 
communities, and connects them with a broader 
community of United Methodists who are actively 
engaged in creation care. Training topics include 
eco-theology, anti-racism, strategies for social 
change, and United Methodist resources. 

During the training, participants will develop a 
plan to implement a project in their churches and/
or communities. After the training, participants 
will have the opportunity to apply for a grant to 
support their projects. 

Training, food and lodging expenses during 
the event are paid for by Global Ministries. 
Participants are responsible for their own travel, 
parking and incidental expenses. Local participants 
may sleep at home.

Global Ministries EarthKeepers come from 

conferences around the United States and range in 
age from 13-99. Participants ages 13-18 may attend 
with a participating parent or guardian. 

A training will take place in Chicago at Euclid 
Ave. UMC on October 24-27. The deadline to 
register is September 16. 

More information is at: www.umcmission.org/
EarthKeepers.

IGRC has two trained Earthkeepers – Rev. 
Curt Keller and Rev. Lisa Wiedman.

“It has been about a year and a half since I 
went to the creation care training in Atlanta, Keller 
said. “The Creation Care program was a great 
experience for several reasons. One was being 
able to meet people throughout the UMC that are 
concerned about our environment and caring for 
our earth just like me. It was also interesting to see 
projects that people were working towards and the 
hopes they had in fulfilling them. They consisted 
of a variety of projects such as using a community 
gardening program to teach gardening and feeding 
those in need to decreasing energy usage in 
churches.” 

When Keller was appointed to Hudson UMC, 
he encountered a church that very advanced in 
decreasing energy usage and has already nearly 
completed converting all lighting to LED. The 
congregation does quite a bit of recycling including 
a program to recycle batteries that people can bring 
into the church for recycling. 

“This made my challenge to come up with a 
project a little more difficult. I developed a two-
fold project,” Keller said. “One was to plant native 
prairie plants around the parsonage and promote 
such plants to others. This has been going well. 
There are several advantages in growing planting 
native plants. They are adapted to the soil and 
climate. They attract pollinators, are drought 
resistant, don't require fertilizer and convert lots 
of carbon dioxide to oxygen. When the project 
is done around the parsonage, mowing time will 

be reduced by 50 percent or more. I have also 
introduced the congregation to hairy mountain 
mint, a native plant that makes what I think is the 
best mint tea one can drink.”

The other part of Keller’s project was to 
encourage people to bring excess garden produce 
to the church and place it on a table. 

“Lots of members have gardens so at times the 
table can be full. Others can take what they want 
from the table and leave a donation if they like,” he 
said.

Currently the donations go toward helping 
pay off the parsonage mortgage, but next year the 
church will earmark it toward missions. Members 
are encouraged to take some for the table to give to 
others in the community as well. 

“There were many ideas that I learned at the 
training that we may or may not be able to institute 
at our church.” Keller said. “One is called a pop up 
farmer's market. This can happen when someone 
has lots of produce and would set up a table 
outside the church and sell to people who would 
drive by. It would not be a regular event, simply 
when the farmer had an abundance at a given 
moment.”

Photo courtesy of Kathy King-Nobles

Youth from Normal First and O’Fallon First UMC meet up with Bishop Frank J. Beard at Youth 2019, the national 
event for United Methodist Youth. The theme for the July 10-14 event was Love Well.

New Little Grassy 
site manager
MAKANDA – The IGRC Camping and 
Retreat Ministries announced in May that 
Cassie Leitzen has been hired as the site 
manager of Little Grassy Camp.
Leitzen was raised in small town Iowa, 
in towns near Dubuque. She received 
her B.S.S. in Kinesiology and Secondary 
Education from Cornell College in 2008. 
After spending time substitute teaching, 
she was encouraged to consider working 
at a local summer camp, which she did, 
and found a place where her passion and 
calling combined. Cassie spent several 
years at Pictured Rocks United Methodist 
Camp building relationships, overseeing 
and developing programs, supervising staff, 
maintaining the facility and grounds, and 
much more. 
In addition to her time at camp, she has 
also spent nine years as the middle and high 
school Youth Leader at her church. Cassie 
enjoys climbing, kayaking, hiking, and reading 
in her hammock. She is the proud pet 
parent of her cat, Storm, and her bearded 
dragon, Toothless Rex. 
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Conference News

Introducing... SupportLinc, 
our new CAP company 
BY SHAUNA SUMMERS
Coordinator of Pastoral Care and Counseling

Pastoral Care and Counseling of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference is excited to introduce SupportLinc, which 
now manages our Clergy Assistance Program (CAP). Life 
can be a juggling act. It takes time and energy to balance 
your work, family and personal challenges. 
Active and retired clergy, deacons and their immediate 
family are eligible for CAP services. Also lay Conference 
employees and their families are now eligible! SupportLinc 
offers more ways to access services which makes getting 
information easier. Access to information and support are 
available around the clock in these ways:

 - CALL (800.881.LINC [5462])
 - ONLINE with ‘igrc’ as your password
 - EMAIL at supportlinc@curalinc.com

 - download theMobile ‘eConnect’ APP for Apple or 
Android (user name: IGRC)

 - Page on FACEBOOK at: ‘CuraLinc Healthcare’ 
(SupportLinc’s parent company)

 - TWITTER feed @supportlinc
To help you manage life’s daily challenges, Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference is pleased to announce the 

SupportLinc as the new company managing our Clergy 
Assistance Program (CAP). SupportLinc offers confidential 
and professionally licensed support, including the following 
resources, at no cost to you or your family:  
Short-term counseling: Through SupportLinc, all clergy 
and benefit-eligible family members may receive up to 
six (6) in-person counseling sessions with a licensed 
clinician to address a variety of issues that include but are 
not limited to: depression, stress, relationship problems, 
grief, substance abuse, anxiety, caregiving stress or other 
emotional health concerns.
Free Legal Consultation: The SupportLinc program 
provides free telephonic or (30-minute) face-to-face 
consultation with a local attorney.
Expert referrals: SupportLinc’s knowledgeable specialists 
provide referrals to resources that help address a wide 
range of issues including: child or elder care, adoption, pet 
care, education and housing needs. * This service might be 
most helpful when you receive a new appointment.

Free financial services: SupportLinc provides expert 
financial planning and consultation through our network of 
licensed financial counselors.
Web Portal: The SupportLinc web portal provides access 
to thousands of articles, tip sheets and videos covering 
a wide array of health, well-being and work-life balance 

topics. * This service might be most helpful when you’d like a 
better understanding of various mental health topics that may 
involve your congregation, family, or people in your sphere of 
influence. 

- The site also contains child and elder care search 
engines, reference libraries, legal and financial resources, 
self-improvement programs and educational training 
modules.

Mobile App:  The SupportLinc eConnect® mobile app, 
which can be downloaded from Apple’s App Store or 
from Google Play. This mobile app allows you to talk 
or chat with a SupportLinc counselor on your phone 
from wherever you are! You can also schedule a time for 
SupportLinc to call you back if now isn’t the best time for 
you.
All requests for information or assistance through the 
SupportLinc program are free of charge and completely 
confidential. There is a short orientation video available 
to view at https://www.igrc.org/pcc-cap-faq.  View the 
orientation video by clicking on the slide to the left. Note: 
should the first slide buffer, advance with the arrow at the 
bottom of the screen to go to the second slide where 
the audio will begin. If you have any questions, contact 
our Pastoral Care and Counseling Coordinator, Shauna 
Summers, LCPC, at ssummers@igrc.org or 309.642.0262.

MacMurray college names Rodgers president
JACKSONVILLE – The MacMurray College Board of Trustees announced Aug. 21 

that Dr. Beverly Rodgers has accepted the role of MacMurray College’s president, the 
17th in the institution’s 173-year history.

Rodgers has spent the past two months as acting president, previously serving as 
provost and vice president of academic affairs and has agreed to serve a two-year term. 
A formal presidential search will resume in 2020.

“MacMurray has undergone an expansion of its curriculum, countless 
infrastructure improvements, and there is an incredible energy on campus. Hers will 
be a seamless transition that will provide stability along with continued momentum, 
which is exactly what the College requires right now,” said Charlie O’Connell, chair, 
MacMurray board of trustees.

Debbie Trueblood, co-chair of MacMurray’s Presidential Search Committee and 
Trustee said, “Dr. Beverly Rodgers is the right choice and a catalyst for the continuing 
reinvigoration of this institution. We listened to our search committee’s input on what 
they wanted, we knew what we needed, and she was our perfect choice.”

“MacMurray is special, its legacy is historic, the MacMurray family are incredible, 
and I look forward to moving this college forward in alignment with the long-term 
strategic plan,” said Rodgers.

Rodgers’ installation is effective immediately, and she has already engaged alumni, 
staff, and students.
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CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo. – The McKendree Chapel 
Memorial Association invites you to join us September 
21-22, to celebrate 200 years of Methodism west of the 
Mississippi. We are celebrating because the faithful from 
your conference entered the Western Frontier in the early 
1800’s, establishing camp meetings and classes in order 
to study and worship.  McKendree Chapel, constructed 
in 1819, hosted the first Missouri Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church west of the Mississippi 
River. The Chapel remains the oldest Protestant church 
still standing west of the Mississippi.

 A two-day event, hosted by The Center for Regional 
History at Southeast Missouri State University and the 
Association, will celebrate the history of Methodism in 
our area.  A Symposium on the History of Methodism in 
the U.S, led by nationally recognized scholars will focus 
on the Western Frontier and the growth of Methodism 
in the 1800’s. The Symposium is Saturday, September 
21, 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on the campus of Southeast 
Missouri State University and at Centenary UMC.  The 
registration fee of $40 includes a continental breakfast, 
lunch, evening banquet, and a book on the History of 
McKendree Chapel.  Clergy may earn one CEU. Clergy 
scholarships are available.  

 A Celebration and Service will be held on the 
Chapel grounds on Sunday, Sept. 22, Noon to 4:00 PM 
with Bishop Bob Farr, Missouri Conference, delivering 
the message at 2 p.m.  A modern-day camp meeting with 
food and activities on the grounds of Old McKendree 
Chapel will be offered.  The chapel is located at 4080 
Bainbridge Rd., Jackson MO.

A brochure and detailed schedule of the Symposium 
is attached.  If you wish more information, including 
online registration for the two events or a downloadable 
registration form for the Symposium, you may go to our 
website:  www.oldmckendree.org/events. 

Questions may be addressed to Adelaide Parsons, 
ahparsons@charter.net.  

McKendree Chapel is one of 10 major Methodist 
Shrines of America and is included in the General 
Conference’s National Heritage Landmarks in the United 
States. The Chapel and Cemetery are on the National 
Registry of Historic Places in the U.S.

Conference News

FALL 2019 CERTIFIED LAY MINISTRY TRAINING 
AVAILABLE, REGISTER ONLINE NOW
SPRINGFIELD – The Certified Lay Minister 
Coordinating Team has announced the fall 2019 
schedule for CLM Training.  All modules will be held 
at East Bay Camp, Hudson (Bloomington area) in 
the Vermilion River District.
Certified Lay Ministers (CLMs) are to preach the 
Word, provide a care ministry to the congregation, 
assist in program leadership and be a witness 
in the community for the growth, missional and 
connectional thrust of the UMC.  This does not 
mean that each one does all of these things.  Some 
do serve as pastoral leadership to a congregation(s).  
Others may provide a care ministry to those who 
are ill, shut in or living in a care facility.  Still others 
may lead a Bible study or be active in a food pantry 
or other ministry.
The Certified Lay Minister is assigned by the 
District Superintendent to provide lay pastoral 
leadership in a ministry or local church.
For more information, please check out the pages 
of our website at:  https://www.igrc.org/clm or 
contact one of our CLM Co-Coordinators, Cheryl 
Cain  at: cherylbecker52@yahoo.com or 618-322-
5246; or Ava Williams at: adwilliams2@juno.com 
or 217-482-3110.
Registration Links and more related information can 
be found on this webpage https://www.igrc.org/
modulesandregistration 
The Advanced Lay Servant Course "Discover Your 
Spiritual Gifts" (or the online version through www.
BeADisciple.com titled "Rediscovering Our Spiritual 
Gifts") is a pre-requisite for Certified Lay Servants 
taking Module 1.  Those registering who have 
attended License School or completed one year 
of Seminary must also have completed a similar 
training on Spiritual Gifts.

Module 1: Call and Covenant for Ministry
Dates:   Friday evening & Saturday, Nov. 8 & 9
Times:   Friday – 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
 Saturday – 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Cost:   $50
Registration deadline:  Saturday, Oct. 19
Instructor:  Rev. Kathy Crozier, IGRC Vocational 
Discernment Coordinator

Module 2: The Practice of Ministry
Part 1:
Dates: Friday evening, Nov. 8 through  
 Sunday, Nov. 10
Times: Friday, 6:30 p.m. to Sunday,  
 not later than 4 p.m.
Cost:   $150
Registration deadline:  Saturday, Oct. 19
Instructors:  
Pastoral/Congregational Care – Rev. Judy Vidakovich, 
 Flora: First UMC and Chair of Conference  
 Pastoral Care Committee
Faith Formation and Discipleship – Rev. Beth Fender,  
 Coordinator of New Streams

Part 2:
Dates: Friday evening, Dec. 6 through  
 Sunday, Dec. 8
Times:   Friday, 6:30 p.m. to Sunday,  
 not later than 4 p.m.
Cost:   $150
Registration deadline:  Saturday, Nov. 16
Instructors:
Worship – Rev. Terri Haas, Tuscola UMC
Preaching – Rev. Bob Phillips, Retired         
Both weekends are required in order to fully 
complete Module 2.

 

Persons interested in the IGRC training to become 
a CLM must first meet one of the following 
requirements:
• Be or become a Certified Lay Servant.
• Have previously completed License School.
OR
• Have completed one year of seminary studies.
Those registering need not purchase the Module 
materials on your own.  To obtain the materials 
please contact your District Office as soon as 
possible.  Please be sure to check the year 
date found at the bottom of each page of the 
materials.  Current materials contain either a 2016 
or a 2017 date.  If you find that you have something 
else, please contact either Cheryl Cain or Ava 
Williams for assistance.  Our contacts are listed 
below.
It is expected that participants will read through the 
Module materials and complete the assignments 
given in the materials prior to the scheduled class 
time.  It is also expected that participants will write 
out their answers/responses to the assignments and 
bring their written work with them to class.  This 
will help to facilitate conversation during class time.
Instructors may also choose to add some 
assignments of their own.  Those will be sent 
separately within the six week period prior to the 
registration deadline.
Whereas some are called to a certain ministry 
and then find a church, the Certified Lay Ministry 
program may be best for situations where a 
church or ministry has a need and someone in that 
membership is called and gifted by the Holy Spirit 
to help out in a larger way.

McKendree Chapel presents symposium on the history of Methodism in the U.S.
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Churches Making Contributions
[Churches listed in Bold made their first recorded contribution to OCOK in this time period]

Abingdon
Albion
Allendale
Allerton
Alma
Altona
Ashley
Assumption
Auburn
Barry
Bartonville
Beecher City
Belleville Union
Bloomington Wesley
Blue Mound
Bluff Springs
Bluford Otterbein
Bonfield Evangelical
Bonfield First
Bonnie (Closed)
Boulder
Boyd’s Grove
Bradford Leet Memorial
Bradley Wesley
Burnside
Cabery
Canton Wesley
Carrier Mills First
Carterville
Caseyville
Cave In Rock
Centralia First
Champaign First
Charleston Wesley
Chenoa
Chester First
Chrismon
Cisco
Cissna Park
Collison
Colona

Cornerstone
Coulterville
Crescent City
Crossville
Cullom
Danville Farmers Chapel
Danville St. James
Decatur First
Decatur Grace
Decatur Wesley
Delavan
Dix
Dunlap Prospect
East Moline Christ Multisite
East Peoria First
Edinburg
Edwardsville Immanuel
Edwardsville St. John’s
Effingham Centenary
Elwin
Fairmount
Fairview Heights Prospect Park
Flora First
Forrest
Forsyth
Galva Grace
Garrison Temple (Closed)
Garver Brick
Georgetown
Gibson City
Glasford
Glen Carbon New Bethel
Grand Prairie
Grandview
Grant Park First
Grayville
Greenville First
Hanna City
Havana First
Henry
Herscher

Highland Hope
Hillsdale
Hoopeston
Hume
Ina
Jacksonville Asbury
Jacksonville Grace
Johnsonville
Kankakee Asbury
Kankakee Saint Mark
Kankakee Trinity
Kansas
Kempton
Kingston Mines
Kinmundy First
Kirkwood
Lebanon First
Living Faith
Loda
Mackinaw
Macomb Wesley
Manteno
Maquon
Marion Aldersgate
Maxey Chapel
McDowell
McLeansboro First
Melvin
Moline Bethel Wesley
Momence First
Monmouth First
Morton
Mount Carmel Trinity
Mount Vernon Epworth
Mount Vernon First
Mount Vernon Wesley
Mount Vernon West Salem 
Trinity
Mount Zion
Neoga Grace
New Baden

New Hope
New Salem
Normal First
Normal Morningstar
North Henderson
Oakford
Oakwood
Odin
Orion
Owaneco
Palmyra
Pana
Paris First
Patoka
Paxton First
Pekin First
Peoria Bethel
Peoria University
Percy
Peter Cartright
Pontiac First
Powers
Quincy Union
Rantoul First
Reddick
Richview
Robinson Otterbein
Rochester
Roseville
Sadorus
Salem Grace
Sandoval
Saunemin
Savoy
Shattuc
Sheffield
Sherman
Shumway
South Fork
Sparta First
Springfield Jerome

Springfield Laurel
Staunton
Stonington
Streator First
Stronghurst
Sugar Creek
Swan Creek
Taylorville
Tremont
Union Chapel
United Church of Heyworth
Varna
Vermilion
Vienna
Villa Grove
Virginia
Walnut Grove (Cache RD)
Walnut Grove (Spoon RD)
Waltonville
Ware
Wayne City
Williamsville
Willow Hill
Windsor
Wood River First
Zion Evangelical
Zion

Individuals Making Contributions
[Through their local churches, at Annual Conference, online (igrc.org or embraceocok.org) or by text (OCOK  to 91999)]

Cynthia Arnold
A Stroke of the Brush
Bruce Baker
Ethel Barnett
Kathleen Becker
Bruce Bolin Ghitalla
Jonathon Brashear
Richard Brazda
Lynnette Brown
Joan & Kevin Boesen
Carol Cain
Ann Champion
Terry Clark
Susan Connor
Christine Cutler
Linda Decker
Tracy Dixon
Cindy Dodd
Judith Doyle
Carol Eastin
Jennie Edwards Bertrand
Angela Fleming
Gail Fritzsche
Michelle Giermann
Timothy Gossett
Charles Graul
Dennis Griffin
Janice L Griffith

Scott & Kathy Grulke
Barbara Gurtler
Linda Haberkorn
Phillip Harris
John Hauck
Joyce Hein
Deborah Helmick
Camilla Hempstead
Cathy Henschen
Ruth Hilvety
D Joanne Hodges
Deborah Jo Honegger
Alycia Hund
Theresa Hunt
Patricia Johansen
Cathy Jordan
Gail Joyner
Susan Kenney
Lorene King
David Koth
Patricia Lancaster
Pamela Lawson
Carolyn Leach
Barbara Leonard
Stephen Liehr
Jean Lockhart
Ray & Christy Long
Rebecca McGinnis

Joe & Mary Ann McKay
Joseph Morrison
Patric Newton
Lisa Nordstrom
Steve Oaks
Laura O’Brien
Karen Oplt
Eleanor Parrish
Mary Kathryn Pearce
Connie & Alan Rhein
Robert Pitsch
Carol Power
Dennis Price
Dennis & Carol Rankin
Brian & Amanda Richards
Randy Reese
Jay Regennitter
David Reynolds
Jill Roberts
Heather Robertson
Janice Romack
Keith & JoAnn Ruff
Roger Russell
John Salzman
Joy Schlesselman
Steven Schonert
David Schultz
John Shadowens

Randall Shephard
Amy Shreve
Erin & Brad Shumaker
Linda Mae Smith
Miriam & Justin Snider
Alice Staley
Kathy Steinmann
Betty Stoltz
Kathleen Sweet
Gary Trent
E Paul Unger
Reba Utley
Lori Van Horn
Martha Varble
Ann Wagle
Paula Wallace
Sylvester Weatherall
Marjorie Wheeler
Rhonda Whitaker
Alice Wiedrich
Beverly Wilkes Null
Judy Williams
Rebecca Williams
Patricia Wise
Heather Yancey
J Keith Zimmerman

THANK YOU
Sustaining Love’s
 Embracing ARMS

Annual Conference Offerings Received in May, June, and July 2019

Thank you to all the churches and individuals who have given throughout the Our Conference, 
Our Kids Initiative!  Our gifts combined have now raised the total in the fund to just over $950,000! 

BACK TO SCHOOL: 

AN “A+” TIME TO CONTINUE 
SUPPORT FOR OUR KIDS!
Didn’t have to buy supplies this year? 
Have a little extra after all the great 
savings you bargain shoppers found? 
Want to go for the ‘extra credit’?  
You can: 
•	Make a gift online at www.igrc.

org or www.embraceocok.org or by 
texting OCOK to 91999.

•	Receive an offering in your con-
gregation for Our Kids as they, 
too, return to school at Baby Fold, 
Chaddock, Cunningham Children’s 
Home, Lessie Bates Davis Neigh-
borhood House, and Spero Family 
Services.

Thank you on behalf of Our Kids!

http://www.igrc.org
http://www.igrc.org
http://www.embraceocok.org


Are you ready to talk about 
Retirement? 
Pre-Retirement Seminar 
For any clergy/spouse within 10 years of possible retirement.
When? October 10-11
Where?  Pere Marquette State Park Lodge & Conference Cen-
ter, 13653 Lodge Blvd., Grafton, IL

Registration form available at 
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/preretirement2019 

or by calling the office at 217-529-3221.

Fall Banquets for Retirees
Good food, fellowship, and updates at no cost to you.
AND an opportunity to have a Med D review during  
the “open window”.

October 17:  ARMS at West Salem Trinity UMC in Mt. Vernon
November 1:  Willow Hill UMC in East Peoria
November 5:  Champaign Faith UMC
November 7:  Conference Center in Springfield

We look forward to seeing you!

Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund 

www.pasbf.org • 217-529-3221

Preachers’ Aid helps 
Bridge the Gap

Stay 
Connected!

https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/preretirement2018
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