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VOTING GUIDE - Clergy Bios
ANDY ADAMS ����������������� (#1003)
EMAIL: andy@troyumc.org

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2007

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Troy UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES:  Board of Ordained 
Ministry - 2012-present, Course of Study 423 Instructor 
- Mission

EXPERIENCE: General Conference delegate 2012, 2016, 
2019; Jurisdictional Conference delegate 2012, 2016

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Spiritual Gifts: Leadership, 
Administration, Evangelism, Teaching; Passion: Creating 
a missional church with a culture of redemption

OTHER: Doctor of Ministry (2017) - Impact of Church 
Health on Merger; Church Planter

PERSONAL MESSAGE: God reached into my unchurched 
world and set my feet on a solid rock through the 
ministry of the United Methodist Church – first the 
local church, in camping ministry and through the 
ministry of a new church start. Not only was I brought 
to transforming faith in Jesus, but I responded to God’s 
call to ministry. I’ve had the great privilege of planting a 
church that impacted countless people with the gospel 
of Jesus Christ – primarily young adults. I feel God has 
gifted and called me to create cultures of redemption in 
the local church where it is normal to expect God’s Spirit 
to transform lives through authentic and vulnerable 
community. It is a humble privilege. I believe this 
type of ministry was the heartbeat of John Wesley in a 
contextually different time and place but is still relevant 
today. My hope and prayer are that the United Methodist 
Church (and any of its offspring) will maintain or 
recapture the passion for the gospel of Jesus Christ to 
transform individual lives and societal institutions for 
the glory of God and blessing of the nations. If you elect 
me to represent you at GC 2020 that will be my end goal.

PAT ALLIN ���������������������� (#1006)
EMAIL: threedognitea@juno.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: : Elder, 1993

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Moweaqua/Sanner Chapel

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES:  DCOM Chair, DCOM 
registrar, BOM, College of Christian Life Dean, board 
member 

EXPERIENCE: Over 28 years serving churches as a pastor, 
counselor and mental health worker

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Conflict resolution and healing 
after conflict

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: 

KEITH ANDERSON ����������� (#1013)
EMAIL: keanderson@igrc.org

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 1996

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Preachers' Aid Society and 
Benefit Fund

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES:  Board of Pensions and 
Health Benefits - 9 years, Chair for 4 years; Conference 
Council on Finance and Administrative - 9 years; Board 
of Ordained Ministry - 12 years, Chair for 2 years

EXPERIENCE: I have served as associate pastor, lead 
pastor, and administrator, giving me the opportunity to 
experience different types of ministry.  In my current 
appointment, I have traveled around the conference to 
many different churches.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Preaching, fundraising, financial 
planning, retirement benefits, estate planning, helping 
meet the needs of retirees and spouses, people person.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: Wespath will be bringing a 
proposal for a new retirement plan.  I have the skills to 
evaluate the details of the new plan and ramifications. 
My dream is for the church to be united instead of 
divided.  By working together, we can expand God's 
kingdom as we live into our motto of Open Hearts, 
Open Minds, Open Doors.

BECKY BUTTERFIELD ������ (#1655)
EMAIL: beckybutterfield@hotmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Deacon, 2017

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Port Byron First UMC and 
Ann's Helping Hands

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES:  Jensen Woods Program 
Manager (Lay, 2014), East Bay Staff Chaplain (2015), 
Spiritual Director, Quad City Chrysalis Community, 
FCA Huddle Coach (Riverdale Middle and High 
Schools)

EXPERIENCE: RIM Team member, Candidacy Mentor, 
IGRC Youth Action Team, IGRC Youth Annual 
Conference planning team and workshop presenter, 
CCRM, Clergy team for several Walk to Emmaus and 
Chrysalis weekends, Camping ministry.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Gifts: Compassion; Mentoring 
youth and young adults as they discern their call; 
Leadership developer; Relational ministry. Passions:  
Empowering people to be the church in their 
community/world; Bridging the gap between the church 
and the world; Reaching out with the hospitality and 
love of Jesus to all youth in our community.

OTHER: Since August of 2015 I have also been serving as 
a volunteer for Ann's Helping Hands, a local nonprofit.  
I assist with the youth work program twice a week, help 
prepare and distribute backpacks of school supplies, 
Thanksgiving baskets and Christmas baskets to families 
in need within our school district.  As Ann prepares to 
transition into retirement, I will be taking over both the 
backpack and Thanksgiving basket ministry. Master of 
Divinity, University of Dubuque Theological Seminary, 
2015

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I found my home in the United 
Methodist Church when I was in my early 20’s.  The 
United Methodist Church is where I have been shaped as 
a disciple of Jesus and the place where I have learned to 
love God, neighbor and myself. As an ordained deacon, 
John Wesley’s quote, “the world is my parish” resonates 
deeply with my ministry.  I am intentional about 
reaching out beyond the confines of the four walls of the 
building to share the hospitality and love of Jesus with 
the youth in the community I serve.   I desire nothing 
more than for youth and young adults to know they are 
precious and loved by our awesome God no matter what. 
I am passionate about following, living out and teaching 
Jesus’ great commandment.  I believe we can’t truly love 
others if we don’t first love God with all our heart, soul, 
mind and strength.  In addition, I believe that when we 
show love for all of our neighbors no matter who they 
are, where they live, or what they do, it is the ultimate 
expression of living out the gospel and being the church 
in the world.

ETHAN CARNES �������������� (#1091)
EMAIL: ethan.carnes@gmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2017

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Glasford UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES:  IGRC Committee on 
Nominations, Registrar; incoming Annual Conference 
Secretary; General Board of Church and Society: 2018 
Young Clergy Leadership Initiative; Teacher, Lay Servant 
Courses; Morning Manna Preacher, 2015 Illinois Great 
Rivers Annual Conference; Illinois River District 
Leadership Team, 2015-2016; District Committee on 
Ordained Ministry, Illinois River District- Present; 
Youth Annual Retreat, Workshop Leader; IGRC Staff 
Counselor, 2009; IGRC Camp Counselor/ Chaplain 
2009-Present; Order of Saint Luke; trained clergy 
mentor; Member of the Our Conference, Our Kids 
Steering Team.

EXPERIENCE: M.Div., Eden Theological Seminary; 
License to Preach, IGRC License to Preach School; 
B.A., Western Illinois University; A.A., Carl Sandburg 
College.  IGRC Intern St. Paul UMC. Student Chaplain, 
Every Child's Hope Residential Facility. Pastor Assistant 
at Abingdon UMC, 2008-2012 and St. Johns UMC, 
2012-2013.  I am very familiar with the conference and 
how it operates relationally, logistically, and culturally. I 
have served on a great deal of leadership positions in a 
short amount of time as a young adult, laity, and clergy.  
I have experienced the conference as a youth, lay person 
in ministry, licensed pastor, and ordained elder.  While 

I have only served two churches not as experienced as 
many clergy and lay persons in the conference, I do 
think I have a good perspective of experience as a young 
clergy.  I have served local churches for over 10 years.  I 
also have 6 years of pastoral ministry experience.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I have the spiritual gifts of 
Administration, Shepherding, and Wisdom.  I am 
extremely detail oriented and have a great deal of 
knowledge concerning the Book of Discipline.  I have a 
passion for the people of The United Methodist Church.  
My passion is in serving and sharing the good news of a 
relationship with Jesus Christ.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I am a child of God, the IGRC, and 
The United Methodist Church.  I thrive in committees, 
details, and administrative work.  As a delegate, I do not 
hold to any theological/ ideological agenda.  My desire is 
to be faithful to the denomination and do what is best for 
the future.  I believe that our delegation should focus on 
theological processing, active listening, and relationship 
building for our ecclesial mission.  It is my belief that I 
will bring to the delegation the perspectives and mindset 
of a theological centrist, young clergy, minority, and a 
variety of ministry experiences.  My theological view of 
being a delegate is one of "co- creator."  A delegate has the 
opportunity to be moved by the Spirit.  Thus, changing 
the ecclesial community in order to change the kingdom 
community.  My theology of the general conference 
process is that our ecclesiology is part and parcel of our 
pneumatology.  A delegate is a part of the conversation in 
uncovering the nature of God and God's people. This is 
an eschatological moment!  To be elected would be a most 
sacred calling.  I am honored to give back to the Church 
and the God that saved my life.

NICOLE COX ������������������� (#1111)
EMAIL: jonicolecox@gmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2010

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Springfield First UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES:  Currently serving 
on CCRM, Communications, Committee on the 
Episcopacy, 

Lead clergy for AIR camp at Little Grassy, participant 
in the Sangamon River District Think Tank for church 
growth

EXPERIENCE: I served on the 2016 Delegation as a 
reserve delegate to Jurisdictional Conference

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I have a passion for walking with 
other through difficult times, helping people discovery 
and deploy their spiritual gifts, engaging people in 
missional opportunities, and helping youth and young 
adults discern their calling.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I am an ordained elder in my 12th 
year as a full-time pastor where I serve as an associate 
at Springfield First UMC.  Having worked with youth 
for 13 years in part time and full-time positions, I have 
a deep passion for ministries that work with youth and 
young adults.  I have a heart for the people of Liberia, 
where I led a young adult mission trip to teach on the 
importance of clean water and sanitation.  My great 
love of our camping ministry has developed since I 
welcomed Christ as my savior at a UM camp at the 
age of 9; thus serving on the Conference Camping 
Commission and Retreat Ministries team has been quite 
fulfilling.  I am also currently serving on our conference 
Communications Team and on the Committee on the 
Episcopacy. As a 36-year-old, 9th generation Methodist, 
my heart has been instilled with a deep sense of social 
justice and I absolutely believe we need to work together 
to change the world. I would be honored to serve at 
General Conference.  It is my desire to see the United 
Methodist Church unite around our shared Wesleyan 
values in order to serve a hurting world. 

MIKE CRAWFORD ����������� (#1113)
EMAIL: mcrawford@igrc.org

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION:  Elder, 1989

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: IGRC Coordinator of 
Congregational Development
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RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES:  Since 2003, I have 
been a member of the National and Jurisdictional 
Congregational Developers Networks. From 2009-2015, 
I served as the convener of the NCJ Network. I was one 
of the co-leaders of the Global Delegates Hospitality 
Team for the 2019 General Conference allowing me to 
build relationships with several delegates from around 
the world. I currently serve on the LaMoine River 
District Committee on Ministry.

EXPERIENCE: I have served in a variety of ministry 
settings, including rural, small town, county seat, 
bedroom community, and larger city. My ministry in 
Congregational Development in the past 16.5 years has 
allowed me the opportunity to work with churches of 
all sizes and theological backgrounds toward greater 
effectiveness in mission. The ability to communicate 
effectively in ways which encourage a diversity of people 
to work together for the common mission is essential. 
My role has allowed me to understand the hopes and 
concerns of a wide variety of churches. In addition, 
I have been honored to help equip dozens of church 
planters and teams from throughout the North Central 
Jurisdiction and beyond.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I am passionate about equipping 
churches to fulfill their purpose in their ministry 
context. I seek to equip leaders and churches to serve 
from their strengths and sense of call. I especially enjoy 
equipping and empowering young leaders in the church. 
I am excited to see the global impact of The United 
Methodist Church through its gospel witness.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I am deeply passionate about and 
committed the mission of The UMC. I believe that my 
network of relationships across the connection increase 
my ability to serve as an effective delegate, providing me 
a broader perspective and relationships to work together 
in the legislative process.

GAY KING CREDE ������������ (#1115)
EMAIL: gkingcrede@gmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 1985

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Cunningham Children's 
Home, Chaplain

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES:  Past president of 
National Chaplain's Association for Youth at Risk; 
served on Board of Ordained Ministry, Pastoral Care 
and Counseling Board, and as a clergy mentor; currently 
serve on Iroquois District Committee on Ministry

EXPERIENCE: Endorsed Chaplain by United Methodist 
Endorsing Agency; 15 years working with traumatized 
youth and ministry to staff; over 20 years serving as a 
pastor in small, medium and large churches; attended 
2012 General Conference as alternate delegate

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Creative in helping people 
connect with God; a heart for mission and ministry to 
all; joyful and accepting; careful listener; reliant on God

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I celebrate the diversity of 
thoughts and unity of spirit found within United 
Methodism.  I want others to experience the 
extraordinary blessings of acceptance and faith 
development that are the hallmarks of the United 
Methodist Church.  I believe in the call to bring others 
to Christ through our loving example and trust the Holy 
Spirit to transform lives. It is my deepest prayer that our 
denomination will make decisions that show the world 
Christ's wide embrace.

SIDNEY DAVIS ���������������� (#1131)
EMAIL: pastor@toulonumc.org

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 1988

CURRENT APPOINTMENT:  Toulon UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES:  I have served on many 
Conference and District committees over my 36 years as 
a pastor.

EXPERIENCE: 36 years pastoral ministry including 2 
years as a chaplain in the US Navy.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I love Jesus. I love people.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: xx

JENNIE 
EDWARDS BERTRAND ����� (#1153)
EMAIL: jennie@behopechurch.org

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2004

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Bloomington Hope UMC and 
Executive Director ISU Wesley

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES:  IGRC Board of Higher 
Ed and Campus Ministry, IGRC Church Planting Audit 
Task Force, Reynold's Academy of Campus Ministry 
in the UMC, Illinois State University Campus Ministry 
Associationp

EXPERIENCE: Building a youth ministry from a few 
students to nearly one hundred. Learning traditions and 
rituals serving in England. Creating new systems and 
structures on a staff team at a fast-growing congregation. 
Revitalizing a campus ministry to reach hundreds of 
college students and mentoring over a dozen young 
adults who are now in vocational ministry. Launching 
a congregation from scratch that is 87% Millennial. 
Coaching others who are building new ministries.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Creative Vision for Building 
Ministries, Relational Evangelism, Preaching, Mentoring 
Leaders

OTHER: One of my favorite ministries is leading a 
Christian pilgrimage for young adults to England! 

My doctoral research on creative communication with 
Millennials caused me to become passionate about the 
importance of face-to-face conversations for all of us. My 
husband, Ryan, and I feel incredibly blessed with our two 
children Van (6) and Serena (1)!

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I love Jesus and I love The United 
Methodist Church. I've loved our big theological 
tent, with a focus on growth in God's grace. I love 
learning leadership principles and preaching styles 
and evangelical passion and discipleship strategies 
from a diversity of colleagues! I've loved the ways our 
whole denomination has worked together to engage in 
meaningful acts of mercy, compassion, and justice. I 
don't know what the future holds, but I approach it with 
a strong respect for what has been, a desire to be a part of 
a diverse church, and a preferential concern for those not 
currently connected to any faith community.

GARY FAIRCHILD ������������ (#1164)
EMAIL: Fair57@aol.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2004

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Casey UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES:  Currently- Chair of the 
Embarrass River Dist BoM, CBoOM, Pastoral Care and 
counseling member, ERD Comt. on Church building 
and location, District Nominations Comt. Have served 
as IGRC Night Owl Co - camp director, IRD BoM, IRD 
Church Location, Conference Care Guide, Lay Speaking 
School Instructor, have in the past and still am very 
active in Clergy groups/circles, strong participation 
in local community clubs and activities, always 
participate in food pantry ministry and area Ministerial 
Associations. 

EXPERIENCE: Growing up in a Central Illinois farming 
community (Foosland, IL), taught me not to be afraid 
of hard work. I have been blessed to have experienced 
a wide variety of vocational calls before answering the 
call to become an Elder in the UMC. For 25 years I was a 
professional musician and during most of that time I also 
worked a "day-job". Believe me when I say, " I have had 
A-LOT of experience.  

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I am passionate about staying 
faithful to Jesus Christ and helping others find their 
passion for Jesus. The strongest gifts that I see helping me 
live into this passion are preaching, music, hospitality, 
teaching, and meeting people where they are.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: Like all of you, I truly do LOVE 
the fact that Jesus has given us all a “church family”. 

We all know that God’s heart breaks when even one of 
“us” becomes lost. My hope is that I will be someone 
that helps shine “Jesus’ light” in such a way that others 
will find their way back home, back to God. The reason I 
want to go to General Conference is to be part of a team 
that helps our “church” become stronger, together. There 

is no doubt in my mind that the United Methodist 
Church is at its best when we all work together at 
fulfilling Jesus’ mission here on earth. In closing I feel 
that you need to know that I don’t believe that the 
United Methodist Church is, or ever will be the church 
that is all things to all people. In fact, I believe that no 
church here on earth will ever be able to accomplish 
that. I do believe however, that we can be a force for 
Jesus here on earth that will make a huge impact for 
Christ, one life at a time!

It would be a great honor to represent the Illinois 
Great  Rivers Conference in Minneapolis in 2020 and 
want you all to know that I will do my utmost for you, 
and for Jesus while there. Thank You.  

BETH FENDER ����������������� (#1658)
EMAIL: bfender@igrc.org

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Deacon, 2011

CURRENT APPOINTMENT:  IGRC Coordinator of 
Discipleship and New Streams-Decatur First UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES:  Co-chair, Order of 
Deacons; BOM; LaMoine and Sangamon DCOM; 
Disciple Bible Outreach Ministries of Illinois; Bishop's 
Resource Team on Relational Ethics; Order of Saint 
Luke; Course of Study Faculty; 2016 Jurisdictional 
Conference Delegate; Prayer Room Volunteer at GC 
2019

EXPERIENCE: Conference staff since 2007, currently 
relating to the Board of Discipleship, New Streams Team, 
Committee on Accessibility Ministries, CEF (Christians 
Engaged in Faith Formation), Safe Sanctuaries, and 
IGRC Intern Program. Completed the Two-Year 
Academy for Spiritual Formation in 2018. Volunteer 
chaplain at Little Grassy Camp.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Creating safe spaces for people 
to connect with others to discuss their faith journey and 
other matters of significance; spiritual formation; lifelong 
learning; practice of spiritual disciplines; children's and 
intergenerational ministry; vocational discernment; 
developing new generations of spiritual leaders

OTHER: Graduate of MacMurray College, G-ETS, and 
(if all goes well) Saint Paul School of Theology with a 
D.Min. in Spiritual Formation in 2019.

PERSONAL MESSAGE: As a deacon specializing in 
discipleship and spiritual formation, I live out my call 
by creating spaces in which people can build trust, listen 
respectfully, and share honestly. I believe that people of 
faith, including those whose deeply-held convictions 
may not always align, can talk about the things that 
really matter, not out of desire to change the minds of 
others, but in the hope that we might begin to broaden 
our own perspectives to embrace the perspectives 
of others who are equally loved and gifted by God, 
equally people of sacred worth, and equally devoted to 
love of God and love of neighbor. Such conversations 
allow space for transformation to occur through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. I am inspired by the witness 
of members of the Commission on a Way Forward 
who affirmed at GC2019 that they were able to build 
meaningful relationships with each other even when 
their experiences and theology differed significantly. 
It would be an honor and a privilege to seek this sort 
of connection with others from throughout the global 
UMC as the first deacon ever elected by the IGRC to 
serve on a General Conference delegation.

CURTIS FLAKE ���������������� (#1173)
EMAIL: curt.flake@gmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2018

CURRENT APPOINTMENT:  Greenville First United 
Methodist Church

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES:  Currently Serving on 
the Conference Personnel Committee

EXPERIENCE: Pastoral Ministry, graduated from Eden 
Theological Seminary, Served as Youth Minister, 
Undergraduate degree in Education, Born and Raised in 
the United Methodist Church

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Listening to people’s stories, 
Sharing the love of Jesus Christ through life, preaching 
and teaching, being a peace-maker, Wesleyan Heritage, 
the Apostle Paul, local and global missions
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OTHER: Married to Taryn (Born and Raised United 
Methodist); daughter, Samantha (7), Daughter, Addison 
(2)

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I am a servant of Jesus Christ 
and my passion is sharing this experience with all.  
One of my favorite things about the United Methodist 
Church is that we are a global church and in each of 
our congregations, we likely serve diverse expressions 
of theology that all fit under our one roof. I believe all 
people are children of God and we must serve and share 
the love of God with all that we meet.  I also believe, as 
a 34-year-old, that our Wesleyan heritage is incredibly 
relevant to the current church and younger generations.

LARRY FRANK ���������������� (#1179)
EMAIL: pastorlarryfrank@gmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2016

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Lead Pastor, Tremont UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Chair, IGRC Evangelism 
Committee; IGRC Board of Discipleship; Chair, 
Illinois River District Evangelism Committee; Illinois 
River District Leadership Team; Illinois River District 
Committee on Superintendency; Former Chaplain, 
Evenglow Lodge; Former Church Planter; Frequent 
speaker for camps, Walk to Emmaus/Chrysalis; Certified 
Clergy Mentor.

EXPERIENCE: Graduate of Asbury Theological Seminary, 
2018 Inductee to World Methodist Evangelism Order of 
the Flame

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Evangelism, Church systems, 
Discipleship pathways, Assimilation, Church 
revitalization, Wesleyan theology, Global connection

OTHER: Married to Brittney for over 10 years; 2 
Daughters: Marqui (4) and Selah (3). 

PERSONAL MESSAGE: As a young adult clergy member, 
I love the United Methodist Church; it’s the only church 
tradition I’ve ever known. I love the IGRC; I’ve been a 
member of this annual conference since I was 14. I am 
passionate about seeing awakening in our branch of the 
global Wesleyan family. I am excited about strengthening 
and bringing revitalization to the local church while 
building up the whole connection. I want to offer my 
leadership, tenacity and passion to the decisions about 
the future of our beloved Church and help us restructure 
for greater missional effectiveness. It would be my honor 
to serve my Church in this way.  I pledge to be an open 
listener; a voice for integrity, connectionalism and 
holding fast to the doctrine, spirit, and discipline with 
which we first set out.

ADRIAN GARCIA �������������� (#1187)
EMAIL: agarcia@igrc.org

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 1992 (Mexico); 
2000 (IGRC)

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Peoria First UMC, Peoria, IL

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: 2012- to present time - 
Member of Ordained Ministry Committee IGRC

2003- to present time; IGRC Conference Coordinator 
of Hispanic Ministry; Member of various committees 
such as the Committee of Religion and Race; 2013 - 
2017 Chair Person of the NC Jurisdiction Hispanic 
Caucus; 2008 - to present time Board Member of the 
NCJ Centro Hispano (Hispanic Center);   2013 - to 
present time  Member of the Hispanic-Latino and 
Connectional Ministries Conference Coordinators and 
Directors; 2013- 2017 Member of Board of directors 
of the Salvation Army Peoria Headquarters; 2017 - to 
present time -Member The Peoria County Sheriff ’s 
Citizen Advisory Board's (PCSCAB); 2002   Recipient of 
the Denman Evangelism Award

EXPERIENCE: Administrator: 1983-1987 Director of 
"Sierra Linda" Methodist Camp, Monterrey, NL. Mexico; 
1990-1992 Director of "Sierra Linda" Methodist Camp, 
Monterrey, NL. Mexico. Church Plant: 1992- 2010 
Jesus Es El Señor UMC, Cobden, IL; 2000- to present 
time.  Helping to start new Hispanic Ministries in:  
Momence, IL, Kankakee, IL, Beardstown, East St Louis 
Area, Caseyville, IL, Cape Girardeau, Mo, Mayfield,  KY, 
Kansas City, Mo, Emporia, KS; 2010- to today Started 
the Hispanic Bilingual Worship Service and Discipleship 
at Peoria First; 2011-  Started and Coordinate the 

alive Worship Service at the Loaves and Fish Ministry 
(homeless Soup Kitchen, medical, education, and food 
pantry, etc.). Church Coaching: 2008-2011 La Trinidad 
UMC, East Los Angeles, CA; 2010-2011 Oregon-Idaho 
Conference Rev Jorge Rodriguez in Wilder, Idaho; 
2015 La Trinidad Las Americas UMC, Des Moines, 
IA; 2018- to present date Kingswood UMC, Clovis, 
NM. Leadership Development: IGRC and NCJHC 
Jurisdictional events to scout for new people with the 
call to ministry and to train clergy and laity; Spanish 
Ministry Education Liaison for the Seminario Metodista 
Juan Wesley Extensions in the Nor-Central Jurisdiction; 
Outreach Ministry - Illinois has graduated 8 people. 

SPEAKING OPPORTUNITIES: School of Congregational 
Development- N Carolina, St Louis, etc., 2018 CAO 
Annual Conference of Iglesia Metodista A.R. Monterrey, 
N.L. Mexico. Globally: 2017- to present time Conference 
Coordinator for Honduras Initiative

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Evangelism, Administration, 
Faith, New Ministries, Latino and Multicultural 
Ministries, Missions, Church Renewal, Leadership 
Development

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I received Christ as my Savior in 
the Methodist Church in 1978. I owe all of my spiritual, 
ministerial, and professional development to the many 
United Methodist teachers and mentors God has placed 
in my life in the years since. Spiritual - I am committed 
to supporting a church that lives by God’s Kingdom 
principles, reaching all people for our Savior and Lord, 
Jesus Christ. “God is no respecter of persons,” Acts 10:34.  
Cultural - My cross-cultural and inter-generational 
experience is an intricate part of who I am, and of what 
I offer our denomination. Church Organization - My 
experience as a Conference Coordinator of the Hispanic 
Ministries has immersed me in our Conference, 
Districts, ministries, and vision. I’ve come to know 
the General Church intimately through leadership 
opportunities in the areas I’ve served. I’ve worked 
closely with national agencies such as Religion and Race, 
Church and Society, Global Ministries, and Higher 
Education, by training churches, and offering church 
planting/church developing consultation to other 
conferences, and Mission opportunities. I humbly offer 
my nomination as a candidate for General Conference 
not only as a Hispanic voice, but in representation of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference, that I love, respect, and 
serve.

CECELIA GRANADOSIN ���� (#1202)
EMAIL: cecilia_granad@yahoo.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2014

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Peoria Forrest Hill UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Board of Ordained 
Ministry since 2014, also part of Resident in Ministry 
Program leadership since 2014; Certified Clergy Mentor; 
Certified Volunteers in Mission Team Leader; Team 
Leader, Volunteers in Mission - Philippines since 2016

EXPERIENCE: Graduate of Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary; a Georgia Harkness Scholar; 
recipient, Bishop Edsel A. Ammons Award for Racial 
Justice and Understanding; member: Theta Alpha 
Kappa National Honor Society for Religious Studies 
and Theology.  Has been in ministry with local 
congregations in IGRC and in other conferences, as well 
as, abroad including ministries with Filipinos, Mexicans, 
Salvadorians, Hmong, Vietnamese, Samoans, Canadians, 
Germans.  Formerly a historian in the Philippines and 
worked in Mechanical Design.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Organizing for local missions, 
especially children’s ministries in cooperation with 
community and educational institutions, as well as, 
feeding programs. Missions with women in the church 
and the community; and missions abroad – regular 
leader of Volunteers in Mission to the Philippines, have 
also participated in mission to Honduras.

OTHER: Married to Rev. Stephen Granadosin (District 
Superintendent, Spoon River District); three children:  
Amber, Joshua and Isaac.

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I am deeply rooted in ministries 
in IGRC, having pastored here since 2012.  I love the 
deep passion of this Conference for local, regional and 
global missions. I believe that this is an expression of its 

great love for God and for neighbor.  I am also acutely 
aware that the Lord has allowed me to experience 
ministry with many people around the world, giving me 
a global perspective.  As I have grown more deeply in 
love with the people and the churches here in Illinois, so 
the Lord has increased my desire to help create bridges 
between our local churches and other congregations and 
ministries in the world.  As our church expands globally, 
we want to continue to be faithful to Christ’s mandate 
to “go into all the world to proclaim the Gospel” even 
as God unfolds a new chapter in the life of the church. 
It shall be a great privilege for me to serve by bringing 
the voice of the local churches of IGRC to the global 
forum in order to help create connections between our 
Conference and our brothers and sisters in the world.

JANICE GRIFFITH ������������ (#1206)
EMAIL: jgriffith@igrc.org

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 1997

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Executive Assistant to the 
Bishop

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: I have served on the 
Cabinet for 13 years which has given me a breadth of 
understanding of the conference and the denomination 
which is both deep and wide.  I have also served on the 
Wespath Board of Directors for the past 7 years.  

EXPERIENCE: Nearly 40 years ago, I chose the UMC as a 
young adult because its theology was so balanced.  I was 
drawn by the Wesleyan interweaving of acts of piety and 
acts of mercy, personal and corporate holiness, personal 
and corporate social action, and encouragement of 
all persons to be included at God's table.  The UMC 
understanding of prevenient, justifying and sanctifying 
grace was life-giving to me.  It all made sense.  Here I 
found a place to discover God's call on my life and serve 
out these many years of ministry.  I'm very grateful for 
all the opportunities the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
has afforded me.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I believe God has given me some 
specific gifts/passions which may be helpful for such 
a time as this: 1.  A whole hearted commitment to the 
spiritual journey, which is grounded in prayerful, life-
giving relationship with the Triune God and supported 
by my long-time accountability to a covenant group of 
clergy which meets every week; 2.  A deep wisdom that 
is birthed out of dynamic spirituality coupled with the 
breadth of experience and education I have acquired 
through my relationship with the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference; 3.  A sincere trust in God's love for the 
World (John 3:16) and for the Church which grounds 
my ability to risk speaking the truth in love, and to risk 
listening to the truth in love and allowing it to change 
me; 4.  A contagious, calming presence that helps others 
to listen to each other and see beyond the limit of their 
own understanding to a bigger picture that we can only 
see as God's people together.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: Four years ago, I decided that 
I would probably not run for the General Conference 
delegation again.  I thought I needed to allow younger 
colleagues to have a chance to lead in this way.  However, 
God began stirring in my heart earlier this year, nudging 
me to be open to running one more time. And in recent 
weeks, I've had other voices encouraging me to submit 
my name.  So, in obedience, I offer myself as a candidate 
for the delegation. Theologically, I am a primarily a 
centrist - though progressive-leaning.  My leadership 
goal is to work to support effective ministry across the 
entirety of the United Methodist Church. I believe that 
we are stronger together and our diversity best displays 
the grace of God when we can welcome all to the Table 
and allow God to ultimately do the judging.  In this post-
GC 2019 season, I offer myself to your discernment as 
you elect delegates to the 2020 General Conference.

JOHN HACKMANN ����������� (#1215)
EMAIL: rpj1974@outlook.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2012

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Marion First UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Chair of Conference 
Communications; Executive Session & Sessions for 
Audio & Visual; Connectional Table; BHECM. I have 
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worked with the Twigs for Kids program in my last 
two appointments. I am on the executive team of the 
Ministerial Alliance in Marion

EXPERIENCE: In addition to having been a pastor for 
the past 12 years, I previously managed a retail store 
for 6 of the 10 years I was employed by that company. I 
worked as a manager with this company while attending 
Seminary.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I have a passion to connect 
people with Jesus. I believe this can best be done 
through relationships. I also believe that technology has 
a vast, untapped potential to help us make disciples. I 
have the gifts of listening and leading, of organization, 
and teaching. I have the gift of using and understand 
computers and related technology.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I am from Belleville and am the 
oldest of 7 children. My wife Jamie and I have been 
married for 22 years and we have 3 children. I was not 
raised in the UMC, but I have been in church my entire 
life. I chose to join the UMC because I read about John 
Wesley and the Wesleyan understanding of the Christian 
life resonates with my soul. I believe that the Wesleyan 
path of discipleship is founded in Scripture, illuminated 
through Tradition, applies faith through reason and 
questions our assumptions by our experience, all of 
which is leading to a state of Christian Perfection. I 
attended Saint Paul School of Theology in Kansas City, 
Mo.  I enjoy reading, cooking and building a good Lego 
set. I am a centrist and I study diligently to understand 
the beliefs of other United Methodists. One of the many 
adjustments I had to make when I joined the UMC was 
the concept of the “big tent” of Methodism. I think that 
it is one of our greatest opportunities to show the power 
of the love of God. When we can work together despite 
our differences, we show that God’s love can change our 
world.

TED HARTLEY ����������������� (#1232)
EMAIL: tubated1@yahoo.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2009

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Mt Zion/Bethany

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Commission on 
Religion and Race - Sec/Jurisdictional, Annual 
Conference Secretary Staff, Older Adults Ministry, Board 
of Higher ED - Scholarship Chair, Africa University

Annual Conference Session, District Board of Ordained 
Ministry, Annual Conference Choir Director

Wesley Foundation Board EIU-SIU, Order of St. Luke

EXPERIENCE: Page at 3 General Conferences - Louisville 
- Tampa - Portland

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Evangelism - Social Justice - 
Worship Arts

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I am very concerned about our 
church, and after working at 3 General Conferences 
I feel I would be able to step in and understand my 
responsibilities as a delegate without much learning 
curve.  I am a person with no personal agenda other 
than bringing our church together and heal the wounds 
that have happened.  I am a good listener and I am 
willing to be open in my judgement and deliberation.  
After serving the church 27 years and being a leader 
in public government for 10 years I believe I have the 
understanding and leadership qualities to serve our 
conference.  I still believe in our Denomination and Our 
Purpose.

CAMILLA HEMPSTEAD ���� (#1245)
EMAIL: revcamilla@hotmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 1996

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Washington Evangelical UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Standing Rules (current 
chairperson); DCOM in 3 different districts (registrar in 
2 districts); clergy mentor; teacher, LP School; teacher, 
Lay Leader's school; trustee representing IGRC to 
MacMurray College

EXPERIENCE: 29 years pastoral experience in churches 
with attendance ranging from 6 to 500; I have served 

several churches in conflict and have successfully helped 
them come to a place of healing.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I am a gifted teacher and speaker.  
I am passionate about helping people develop deeper 
relationships with Christ in order to become more 
passionate disciples.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I would like to represent the 
IGRC at GC2020 because I believe I have some skills and 
experience that could be helpful in finding a way toward 
healing in our hurting denomination.  I believe there is 
more than one way to be in service to Christ and that 
the United Methodist Church has historically been the 
flagship for those looking to be in service and dialogue 
with others of like mind as well as others whose opinions 
differ.  I would like the opportunity to work with the 
800+ other delegates from around the world for the 
ultimate goal of making disciples for Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.

STAN IRVIN �������������������� (#1277)
EMAIL: sirvin@igrc.org

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2007

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Cache River District 
Superintendent

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: District Superintendent, 
former Conference Trustee, former Chair of Conference 
Personnel Committee

EXPERIENCE: Assistant States Attorney in Jackson and 
Williamson Counties, 1982 - 1990, Senior Assistant 
District Attorney in the Brooklyn District Attorneys 
Office, serving in the Homicide Bureau prosecuting 
murder cases, 1992 - 2000; Clergy 2004 - Present

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: My five greatest ministry 
passions are: reaching out to and serving young adults, 
university age students and teens; serving small rural 
churches; missions; visioning and implementing new 
faith communities; and striving to reverse the decline of 
Christianity within the U.S.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: As the Cache River District 
Superintendent I have five priorities which I pray that 
our denomination addresses: looking straight in the eye 
and working to reverse the decline of Christianity and 
our United Methodist denomination throughout the 
United States; sharing the love of God particularly with 
young adults, university aged adults, teens, and children, 
in order to share our faith with future generations; 
planting new faith communities; supporting our small 
churches, and particularly Local Pastors and Lay 
Ministers across our denomination; and, continuing to 
walk alongside our seniors and retired clergy in their 
faith journey, in thanks of their years of service to our 
churches. Our Cache River District Consists of fifteen 
counties, with fourteen of our counties ranking in the 
bottom 1/3 of the State of Illinois economically.  Eight of 
our counties are among the eleven poorest counties in 
our entire state.  Yet, despite our economic challenges, 
we are optimistic as we birth new faith communities 
and seek new manners in which to do ministry.  For our 
churches in the Cache District the future is bright, as we 
share God’s love with all around.  My hope and prayer is 
that this optimism spreads, as our denomination offers 
God’s hope.

SARA ISBEL �������������������� (#1278)
EMAIL: sisbell2@gmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2006

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Bloomington Wesley UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: IGRC Worship Chair, 
Sessions Committee; Worship Faculty, License to 
Preach School; IGRC Board of Church & Society; 
Christian Response to Violence Task Force; Sangamon 
District Committee on Ministry; IGRC Committee on 
Episcopacy; North Central Jurisdiction Committee on 
Episcopacy (current chair)

EXPERIENCE: General and Jurisdictional Conference 
delegate: 2008, 2012, 2016, 2019

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Worship/Music; Teaching/ Bible 
Study; Compassion/Pastoral Care; Ecumenical/Interfaith 

Relations; Holy Conferencing/Peacemaking

OTHER: Garrett-Evangelical Board of Trustees 
(2005-present), Wesley Foundation UIUC Corporation 
(since college)

PERSONAL MESSAGE: The UMC is my home and my 
family. The Church has always offered me unconditional 
love, affirmation, encouragement, and help in hearing 
my call from God, and I am grateful. I work and pray 
for that gift to be made available to everyone. I delight 
in sharing my faith with others, because I believe the 
unconditional, saving love of God changes lives for the 
better. I am proud when my family, the Church, bears 
witness to the grace of God by welcoming all people to 
the Table of Grace. I love our motto: "Open hearts, open 
minds, open doors," and I believe the gospel points to a 
God who just keeps opening the door wider and inviting 
more people in. Our mission - my mission - is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Our best witness to that mission is to love, listen, 
honor and respect one another as we reach out in faith to 
bring hope to a hurting world.

REBECCA KLEMM ����������� (#1306)
EMAIL: rebecca.klemm@garrett.edu

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2017

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Wyoming/New Hope

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: District Nominations 
Committee, Chair of Rural Fellowship Team, COSROW, 
District Leadership Team, District congregational 
development greenhouse

EXPERIENCE: Prior to attending seminary, I completed 4 
units of CPE and served 8 years as a hospital chaplain.  I 
have also served as fire department chaplain for 8 years, 
and a volunteer firefighter and first-responder (EMR) for 
4 years.  

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Preaching, teaching Bible studies, 
and pastoral care visits

OTHER: Active in the community serving on the 
school parents club, Chamber of Commerce Secretary, 
volunteering in the school library, and running the 
annual book fair.  

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I love the United Methodist 
Church because of our diversity.  I was raised in a 
conservative household, growing up in the Missouri-
Synod Lutheran church.  These days, I consider myself 
a progressive centrist.  I still hold to my Evangelical 
upbringing, particularly when it comes to my belief 
in the faith expressed in the Apostle’s Creed and the 
importance of the sacraments.  I also believe it is 
essential to love others as Christ loves us.  This includes 
making space for our wide spectrum of theological and 
social beliefs while holding fast to those core teachings 
that unite us.  My primary goal as a delegate would be 
to make the United Methodist Church a space where 
we can find unity in diversity and make a welcoming 
space for all.  This includes not only the major issues that 
divide us, but all decisions regarding our life together as 
a global church.

JESSICA LAUER BALDYGA (#1030)
EMAIL: jlauer7@gmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2013

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Effingham Centenary UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Secretary of Board of 
Pastoral Care and Counseling, Conference Board of 
Church and Society, Embarras River DCOM, Conference 
Council on Young Adult Ministry, East Bay Site Support 
Team, NOW (YAR) Planning Team, New Streams Team, 
Illinois River District Church Buildings and Locations, 
Bishop's Team on Relational Ethics, Conference Council 
on Youth Ministry (as a youth).

EXPERIENCE: Summer camp counselor at East Bay Camp 
for 2 years, college intern for the Peace with Justice 
Ministries of the former Nebraska Annual Conference, 
ministry intern for the United Methodist campus 
ministry at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Pastoral care, leadership, justice 
work, helping young people and the marginalized find their 
voice, teaching, listening, sharing the unconditional love of 
God with all God's children, and children and youth ministry.
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OTHER: MDiv, Wesley Theological Seminary; BA, 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

PERSONAL MESSAGE: As a lifelong United Methodist, 
the church has always been an important part of my 
life.  It is where I learned the love of Christ and found 
my passion for sharing that love with others.  I love the 
United Methodist Church.  How we welcome all to join 
us at the communion table, is a beautiful reminder of the 
breadth of God’s love for all people.  God’s love reaches 
far beyond political parties, theological perspective, and 
socio-economic status and God invites us all in to be an 
important and valuable part of the Body of Christ.  It 
would be a great honor to serve as a delegate to General 
or Jurisdictional Conference to do the important work 
of the United Methodist Church, while focusing on what 
we have been called to do in making disciples of Jesus 
Christ, loving God with all that we are, and loving our 
neighbors.

ANGIE LEE ���������������������� (#1317)
EMAIL: alee@igrc.org

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2009

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Iroquois River District 
Superintendent

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Co-chair of the Order of 
Elders, Board of Ordained Ministry, Pastoral Care and 
Counseling Committee, Commission on Religion and 
Race, Bishop’s Task Force Committee on Clergy Health 
and Wellness

EXPERIENCE: When I was 17 years old, I heard God’s 
calling to ordained ministry. However, I buried my 
calling deep in my heart. Although God called me again 
and again, I was not courageous enough to answer the 
call. I thought I was not good enough. Thus, I decided 
to pursue a professorship at a theological seminary, 
and I worked toward a Ph. D. in the Old Testament 
Theology at Ewha Women’s University in Seoul, Korea, 
where I also received my M. A. in the Old Testament 
Theology and B. S. in Mathematics Education. When 
I was working on my Ph. D dissertation on the Moses’ 
Law and their community, I was given the opportunity 
to come to the U.S. as a visiting scholar through 
Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati, OH. There, God 
called me again into ordained ministry in the United 
Methodist Church. This time, God helped me to respond 
affirmatively to my calling through the encouragement 
of many people. The United Methodist Church opened 
its arms toward me and welcomed me with full 
encouragement. I finished my Master of Divinity from 
United Theological Seminary in Dayton, OH. Ordained 
in 2009, I am currently serving as the Iroquois River 
District Superintendent.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: My spiritual gifts are in the area 
of compassion, preaching, teaching, pastoral care, and 
evangelism. I am very enthusiastic about helping people 
– adults and children alike – to know Christ and to 
grow in Christ through worship, Christian education, 
fellowship, mission, and service. I am also an empathetic 
listener, team player, relator, and hard worker.

OTHER: I come with open mind. I usually do not, at 
least try not to, go to the meetings with a set-mind or 
closed mind. I am open to other people's thoughts and 
experiences, discussions at the table, and the spiritual 
guidance and movement.  I do not believe my way is 
the high way. We have only one way to follow together, 
which sometimes seems ambiguous in daily reality. I 
discern God's call for the individual and the community 
through working together, listening to each other, and 
praying together.

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I was not born into Christianity 
or the United Methodist Church. When I was a child, 
I was surrounded with Confucianism, Buddhism, 
Shamanism, and Atheism. However, even as an atheist 
child from outside of the church, I always looked up to 
Christianity, because Christianity was playing its role 
as the salt of the earth and as the light of the world. I 
cannot deny the colonial evangelistic influences on many 
parts of the world. Yet, I also cannot deny the church’s 
role in advocating for women’s and children’s rights and 
equal statuses, and human rights in general. I chose the 
United Methodist Church because of its balance between 
personal piety and social holiness, its heart for the least 
and the last, and its intentionality to become an inclusive 
church. “Open hearts, open minds, and open doors” 

has been my value not only for how I treat people or do 
ministry, but also how I understand the Scripture. I hope 
and pray we, as the United Methodist Church, live our 
lives as a people of hope and grace, and work together 
to create the beloved community. May we position 
ourselves to receive grace upon grace. May we go this 
journey together.

LANCE LEEDS ����������������� (#1319)
EMAIL: lleedsmarionaldersgate@gmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 1997

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Marion Aldersgate UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Spoon River District 
Board of Ordained Ministry, Conference Committee on 
Higher Education & Campus Ministry, Vermillion River 
Chair of Committee on Congregational Development, 
Vermillion River District Cluster Leader, Vermillion 
River District Committee on Ministry, Cache River 
District Committee on Superintendency, Cache River 
Committee on Congregational Development

EXPERIENCE: Served on the former Central Illinois 
Conference Dialogue Group that was formed back in the 
1990's to explore where the Conference was on issues of 
sexuality.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Passion is to see people's lives 
transformed by Jesus Christ through the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: Having graduated from Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary and done Doctoral 
work at Asbury Theological Seminary through the 
Beeson Pastor's Program, I believe I am equipped to 
speak the language of both sides to try to help us work 
to attain God's best solution for the United Methodist 
Church.

DON E� LONG, JR ������������� (#1329)
EMAIL: dlong@offumc.org

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 1999

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: O'Fallon First UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Certified Layspeaker at 
age 15, Youth Ministry Coordinator for several churches, 
Church Camp Director/Counselor (East Bay for 26+ 
yrs.), 2004 Denman Award Recipient

Conference Board of Ordained Ministry (Treasurer), 
Conference Committee on Investigation

District Committee on Ministry (Secretary), United 
Methodist Village Board Member (Godfrey, IL)

Walk to Emmaus Teams 

EXPERIENCE: Created and led youth programs at four 
different churches, launched an English/Spanish service 
with Hiram Gonzalez that connected communities of 
different cultures, brought 2 congregations together 
forming and building a new church, began a local 
mission project that brought 8 different community 
churches together Organized and led leadership, team 
building and marriage retreats, organized and led 
mission trips to Kentucky and Tennessee, organized and 
led a mission team to Mission Guatemala

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Gifts - listening, discernment, 
consensus building, servant-leader, Passions - building 
community, missions, teaching the bible with real life 
application

OTHER: I have effectively worked with a variety of 
congregations both in rural communities and in 
downtown churches. I have taught and preached in 
contemporary and traditional worship settings. I 
consider all opinions as important to the owner and I 
respect and learn from those with whom I may disagree.

PERSONAL MESSAGE: My life verse is, "...I have become 
all things to all people that I might, by all means save 
some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may 
share in its blessings." (1 Corinthians 9:22b-23) Every 
day I strive to authentically live into this calling. The 
people of the United Methodist church have cared for 
me in times of heartache, have nurtured my growth and 
development as a disciple of Christ and Methodism has 
been the path I have chosen to journey with others on 
their walk with Christ. I believe that we are stronger 

because of, not despite, our diversity. My ministry has 
always focused on the “both/and.” We can encourage 
change while respecting tradition. We can worship, pray 
and serve together while holding differing opinions.  We 
can hold on to the teachings of our founder, John Wesley 
who said “all Scripture is given by the inspiration of God 
… But as to all opinions which do not strike at the root 
of Christianity, we think and let think.” It is my prayer 
that as we move forward, we keep our hearts focused on 
God working together with compassion, understanding, 
integrity and love.

PABLO MARTY ���������������� (#1340)
EMAIL: martyzoi@aol.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2017

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Sharon UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Pastor, worship leader, 
preacher, teacher and outreach leader for over 25 years. 
Board member of IGRC Hispanic Ministry, ELCC Chair 
person. Elder in full connection (IGRC)   

EXPERIENCE: Feb. 2007 and New church start; (E. St. 
Louis Trinity UMC, Outreach Ministry in Washington 
Park. 2008 called to serve at St. Jacob UMC, 2015 
Provisional Elder, 2017 Elder in Full Connection.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I love to lead people to Christ. I 
love to advocate for justice and to serve people who have 
been rejected, ignored and underserved by the church 
and the society. I love to work as a team member. I Love 
God and the UMC.

OTHER: I am willing to serve at any place I can use my 
knowledge and experience

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I think I can be a person who can 
represent the minority groups in my conference and 
beyond.

SARAH BETH 
MAYFIELD WANCK ���������� (#1606)
EMAIL: swanck@gmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2018

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Crossroads UMC, Associate

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Spoon River District 
Youth Representative, Spoon River District Committee 
on Superintendency, Conference Council on Youth 
Ministry, Leadership Teams for Youth Annual Retreat

Co-Creator and Director of Marked Leadership Camp, 
Illinois River District Committee on Congregational 
Development 

EXPERIENCE: Bachelor’s Degree in advertising, Public 
Relations, and Communications from Kentucky 
Wesleyan College, 2001; Masters Degree in Youth 
Ministry from Asbury Theological Seminary, 2003;

Masters of Divinity from Asbury Theological Seminary, 
2016; Toured with Harvest Ministry Team, 1999, 2000; 
IGRC Summer Intern, assigned to Flora UMC, 2001; 
Director of Youth Ministry at First UMC Montgomery, 
Alabama, 2003-2006; Director of Student and Family 
Ministry at Geneseo First UMC, 2006-2007; Bible 
Teacher at Beulah Youth Institute, 2017 & 2018; Member 
of The Order of The Flame with World Methodist 
Evangelism, 2018

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I have a deep desire to share 
the message of hope and transformation in Christ with 
students and young adults, to reach people who feel 
far from God or the church, and to walk with people 
through the questions of life and faith. Communicating 
the gospel through preaching and teaching is my great 
joy and honor. And I'm discovering more passion for the 
things of the Holy Spirit every day.

OTHER: I dabble in lots of different things to fully enjoy 
life, like baking, watercolors, knitting, writing, and 
digital design. But the joy of my life is being mom to our 
incredible little boy Hudson who's (almost) 8 years old 
and supporting my clergy husband as he shares ministry 
with the people of Morton UMC.

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I have vivid memories of a rich 
upbringing in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. As 
a child, I was nurtured in the ministry of Aldersgate 
UMC. I watched as my father answered a call to ministry 
when I was young. Then I began to hear the voice of 
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God in my own life. At eight years old, I heard God 
call me to salvation at the altar rails of Energy UMC. In 
High School, I found myself at the altar yet again, as I 
accepted a call to ministry at Beulah Camp. The people 
of the IGRC have loved me as I learned to listen to God 
and answer God's call. If elected to represent the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference, I will commit with you to 
continuing the call to reach all people with the message 
of life in Christ. As we walk through transition in our 
beloved church, I will prayerfully consider our next 
steps. I will work to honor our rich Wesleyan history 
with a calm heart, care for people, and a priority on our 
mission to make disciples - so others might find what I 
have been so blessed to receive in the IGRC.

ROBB MCCOY ����������������� (#1350)
EMAIL: mcccoy@tworiversumc.org

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2010

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Two Rivers UMC - Rock 
Island

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Board of Church and 
Society, IGRC Youth Action Team, IGRC Connectional 
Table

EXPERIENCE: I have a blog and social media presence 
as "The Fat Pastor," and have been producing the Pulpit 
Fiction Podcast for six years. Pulpit Fiction is a weekly 
Bible study based on the Revised Common Lectionary 
and monthly author interviews. I have had the pleasure 
of doing hour-long interviews with Diana Butler Bass, 
Barbara Brown Taylor, Richard Rohr, Adam Hamilton, 
Walter Brueggemann, Brian McLaren, Rob Bell, Lisa 
Sharon Harper, and many more.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: My greatest passion is to share the 
good news of Christ's transforming love. I also like to 
run, play golf with my daughter, and play volleyball with 
my wife and friends (Moline Parks and Rec C-League 
Runners Up 2019).

OTHER: I pray that God may open our hearts to the story 
of Christ's love, open our minds to new ways of knowing 
the Spirit, and open our doors to all who the Creator 
would welcome.

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I believe that in Christ we have 
been given a ministry of reconciliation. Just as Christ 
reconciled all people to God, we must be reconciling 
ourselves to each other and to the world. For far too 
long, the loudest message coming from the Church is 
one of fear, condemnation, and division. It is time to 
move forward with a spirit of love and grace. We must 
be creative in how we may continue our ministry of 
reconciliation. As a GC delegate, I would be open to new 
relationships, forging new pathways, and hearing new 
ways the Spirit may lead. Ultimately, I believe that God 
is love, that we are called to love each other, and that 
calling someone else's love a sin is never productive.

DONALD MEEKS ������������� (#1361)
EMAIL: dmeeksigrc@gmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 1992

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Pinckneyville First UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: 1996 Clergy Delegate, 
General & Jurisdictional Conference, So. IL Conference, 
2000 Clergy Delegate, General & Jurisdictional 
Conference, IGRC, 2000-04, North Central Jurisdiction, 
Conference Location & Episcopal Election Committees, 
2014 - Conference Bd. of Ordained Ministry, 2012 - 
Kaskaskia River District, Committee on Ministry, 2000-
04, Direct on Board of United Methodist Development 
Fund, 2004-11, Louisiana Conference, Continuing 
Education Committee, 1996-2004 Conference 
Representative to Gen. Bd. of Global Ministries, served 
in the areas of Mission Development, Vice Chair of 
Mission Personnel, Evangelism & Congregational 
Develop. Represent the UMC in meeting Cuba and in 
Pan-Methodism events in Panama, Merger Committee 
for the IGRC, 1995 - Mississippi River District, 
Committee on Ministry, Conference Congregational 
Development Committee, Candidacy Mentor, 
Mississippi River District, SIU-C Wesley Foundation Bd, 
Building & Funding Committees, Little Grassy Camp Bd, 
Property Committee, Previous Director of Aldersgate 
Camp at Little Grassy Counselor & Teacher at Beulah & 
Aldersgate Camps

EXPERIENCE: I have leadership experience at many 
levels of the United Methodist Church, and particularly 
the inner workings of General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences. I also have friendships throughout our 
international church. Through campus ministry, I have 
direct experience with youth and young adults, and 
the complexities of ministries that are vital for growing 
and strengthening the church for the long term. These 
are important relationships and experience for these 
complex times in the church. I consider myself a 
moderate with openness to be in dialogue with all parties 
at table, with experience in negotiation that are critical 
to the developing, future church. Particularly vital to the 
future is developing new vision and strategic planning 
for a healthy vibrant new mission, both globally and 
nationally.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: My gifts are in the areas of 
congregational development and revitalization, with a 
passion for young adults and new faith communities.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I am a life-long United Methodist. 
I am a moderate-evangelical. I am committed to 
furthering the development of a new Methodist 
movement. My hope has been to sustain a unified single 
denomination. However, I see the need for serious 
consideration for multiple expressions to be developed. 
The current climate of polarity is unsustainable and 
counter-intuitive to productive ministry growth and 
development for the long term. I have a high value for 
some form of connectionalism, one which acknowledges 
the current impasse by providing a transition to separate, 
but potential future partnership, with national and global 
constituencies. I believe my experience throughout the 
current connection and relationships across the great 
divide provide the kind of gifts needed at this pivotal 
time in the life of our church. I would appreciate your 
consideration and support.

WALTER MILLER ������������� (#1372)
EMAIL: preach2heal@aol.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2010

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Westfield UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Volunteer Ministry Asst. 
- Wesley Woods Camp & Retreat Center (IA) '91-'92, 
Dir. Outdoor Ministry - WWCRC (IA) '92-'99, ACA-
CCI (IA) Camp Leaders Spring Workshop Trainings Mid 
'90s, Prayer Chair/Steering Comm.-Billy Graham Assoc.- 
South Central IA Crusade '98, East Bay Camp Site Board, 
IGRC – CCRM, IGRC - Evangelism Committee, ERD 
- BOM

EXPERIENCE: American Camping Assoc. Visitor (camp 
accreditation) '94-'99, Horse Riding Instructor-Basic 
Western '92-'99

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Spiritual Gifts: Discernment, 
Healing, Teaching; Passion: Jesus.  And Training, 
Preaching, Evangelism.

OTHER: Youngest of 9, Diversified family farm and 
agribusiness

PERSONAL MESSAGE: There is an obvious struggle in the 
church.  Right now, it seems like division is an obvious 
path for the UMC from all theological sides; or even 
worse, continued fighting with each other.  If we don’t 
divide, how can there be respect while we maintain 
unity.  If divided, my concern is that all sides are both 
cordial and gracious with each other in the process.  
Divisions will never be fair, or pleasant, but can we find 
ways to bless each other as we shake hands? How will all 
theological sides plan for a strong future?  The strength 
of the UMC is our diversity.  It is also our Achilles’ heel.  
Any new start denominations (etc.) need to plan how to 
reinsert the missing pieces of diversity, adjusted to their 
theology.  My concern is that whether we are united or 
divided, we would take steps of growth to build up the 
body of Christ. Either path, we must maintain love.  The 
other option is like a bad marriage, constant fighting or 
spiteful divorce, both cause great harm.  

MICHAEL PAULSON��������� (#1415)
EMAIL: michael.paulson@lincolnfirstumc.org

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2010

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Lincoln First UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Chair-Elect (pending 
Annual Conference 2020 adoption of Nominations 
Report), Conference Congregational Development 
Team; Secretary, Conference Council on Finance and 
Administration

EXPERIENCE: Member of Bishop Beard's team that 
birthed IGRC's "Reach 1000" effort to make new 
disciples through new ministries; many formal and 
informal leadership opportunities in the Conference, 
beyond the Conference, and with local congregations to 
lead and coach change by discipling people in personal 
and social holiness

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Passionate about seeing lives 
transformed through Jesus by the power of the Spirit, 
whether someone has seen themselves as "down and out" 
because of addiction, poverty, or race, or "up and out" 
due to self-sufficiency; Gifted in shaping environments 
where personal and group transformation can occur, and 
in transforming or creating systems to begin or sustain 
that work

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: Jesus came to give life in the 
full. Jesus said his apprentices would do greater things 
than He had done and would be marked by loving one 
another as He loved. Sadly, we have been more often 
life-stealing than life-giving for some time at the General 
Conference and Annual Conference levels because we 
have been collectively committed to keeping a fight going 
rather than organizing to be light and hope in the world. 
I have been personally mentored by people now leading 
both sides of that fight. My family of Methodist pastors 
going back many generations has had members in each 
“camp.” For the sake of Jesus, for the sake of women and 
men made in the image of God, for the sake of the world, 
we must do better. I have strong faith that Christ still 
lives, reigns, and has enormous faith in and hopes for 
God’s church—even the United Methodist Church. With 
experience and training in organizational behavior and 
systems/strategy for large organizations both inside and 
outside the church, I hope to offer service that can help 
us move beyond the fight and reorient us toward offering 
hope, healing, and life through Christ.

ADAM PENN ������������������� (#1421)
EMAIL: pastorpennmail@gmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2017

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Marshall Armstrong UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: IGRC Board of 
Discipleship - Jan. 2018 to present; Embarras River 
District Committee on Superintendency - Jan. 2019 
to present; Mississippi River District Congregational 
Development Team - Jan. 2016 to July 2017; Illinois 
Prairieland Walk to Emmaus Clergy - 2016

EXPERIENCE: M.Div., University of Dubuque Theological 
Seminary - Graduated May 2015; President, Dubuque 
Seminary Student Council - May 2014 to May 2015; Led 
Overhaul of Seminary Student Council Bylaws

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Teaching; Preaching; 
Discipleship; Wesleyan Theology; Church Revitalization; 
Peacemaking; Administration; Discernment; Music 
Ministry

OTHER: Married to Jessica for almost 8 years; 2 children: 
Levi (3) and Judah (1)

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I am a young adult clergy person 
who loves Jesus, loves the Bible, and loves the United 
Methodist Church. As a young adult, I am passionate 
about the decisions we make today, because they will 
determine what tomorrow’s church looks like. Although 
I have only been in pastoral ministry since 2015, I have 
held multiple church staff/leadership positions, and 
have years of experience in handling conflict. I support 
the language concerning human sexuality found in our 
current Book of Discipline, but acknowledge that after 
GC 2019, major restructuring is needed if our beloved 
connection is to flourish. My interest is not in preserving 
the status quo in our denomination, but rather in seeking 
creative ways to keep our shared ministries intact, while 
allowing those with divergent understandings of our 
mission to be faithful to those understandings. Although 
I believe some level of formal division is necessary, I also 
believe we can continue to partner together in service 
to a broken and hurting world. If elected, I will commit 
to being a compassionate listener, to conducting myself 
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with procedural and relational integrity, and to devoting 
myself to humility and prayer.

STEPHEN PICHASKE ������� (#1432)
EMAIL: pastorsteve.dunlap@gmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2005

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Prospect UMC - Dunlap, IL

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: IGRC Board of Higher 
Education and Campus Ministry (Past Chair), IGRC 
Board of Church and Society, IGRC Course of Study 
Instructor, IRD District Committee on Ministry

EXPERIENCE: 17 years of full-time pastoral ministry in 
urban, rural/county seat and suburban congregations.   

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: xx

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: Over the past 17 years, I have 
served traditional leaning, progressive leaning and 
"centrist" congregations in urban, rural and suburban 
settings.  Significant numerical and spiritual growth 
throughout socio-economic and generational 
demographics has been experienced within each setting 
through an intentional effort to keep our congregational 
and community eyes focused on "growing deep in the 
love of Jesus and reaching wide with the love of Jesus."  I 
would be honored, and humbled, to bring this leadership 
mindset in service to our annual conference at General/
Jurisdictional Conference in 2020.

DENNIS PRICE ���������������� (#1444)
EMAIL: Dennisdprice@gmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 1978

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Retired

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Conference and 
District Board of Ministry; United Methodist Village, 
Godfrey Board Chairman; Conference and District 
Congregational Development

EXPERIENCE: Jurisdictional Delegate, 2008 and 2012; 
Alternate Jurisdictional Delegate, 2016

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Leading local church growth and 
development

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: If elected, I will serve to the best 
of my ability to “contend for the faith that was once for 
all entrusted to God’s holy people.” (Jude 3)

SHALOM RENNER ����������� (#1459)
EMAIL: revshalomszone@gmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2000

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Metropolis First UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Care Guide 2007-
2012, Co-Chair of the Elders 2012-2016, IGRC BOOM 
2012-Present, IGRC BOOM Secretary 2017-Present, 
United Methodist Foundation Board Member 2004-2015 
(VP 12-15), Cache River DCOM Chair 2016-Present, 
Pastoral Care and Counseling 2012-2014

EXPERIENCE: Dean of Summer Games Camp, 1999-2015 
(Living Springs Camp), Core Staff for Beginnings Camp, 
Beulah Camp 2010-2015, Helped to oversee Covenant 
Keepers 2013-2016, Director of the IGRC New Pastor 
Training 2016 to Present, DMin from United Theological 
Seminary, Dayton, OH Dec. 2004

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: xx

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: Having served in half of the 
IGRC Districts, I have a broad view of our conference 
from North to South.  From youth, congregational, 
district and conference levels, I bring a broad scope of 
experiences to seek to serve this large and diverse body. 
Having served with the DCOM and Conference Board, 
I have gained a familiarity with our Discipline.  I am 
proud to have served the IGRC in various ways over 
these years of ministry--and I hope to be a part of the 
future direction of the United Methodist Church in 2020 
and years to come.

CHRIS RITTER ����������������� (#1474)
EMAIL: c.ritter@peopleneedjesus.org

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 1999

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Geneseo First/Cambridge 
Multisite

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: General Conference 
Delegate (2016 & 2019), Author, Seven Things John 
Wesley Expected Us to Do for Kids (Abingdon, 2016), 
Presenter, "Legislation Writing Workshop" The UM 
Africa Initiative (2018), Editor, PeopleNeedJesus.net, 
a site dedicated to United Methodist vitality and unity, 
IGRC Board of Ordained Ministry (2001-2008), IGRC 
Board of Ordained Ministry Executive Team (2004-
2008), IGRC Mentor Training Coordinator (2004-2008), 
Spoon River District Committee on Ministry (Present), 

Spoon River District Committee on Congregational 
Development (Present), Chair, Embarras River District 
Committee on Superintendency (1999-2001)

EXPERIENCE: I have labored intentionally in the interest 
of United Methodist unity since 2014 and this work 
has put me in touch with like-minded leaders from 
across a wide spectrum of our denomination.  My blog 
has become a primary resource for thinking around 
structural solutions for United Methodists.  My travels 
in the service of our church have taken me to Dubai, 
Kenya, Liberia, Guinea, Italy, Israel, and Costa Rica.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Evangelism and Church 
Growth are my primary passions.  I hold a doctorate in 
Evangelism from Perkins School of Theology at Southern 
Methodist University.  Every appointment I have served 
in full-time ministry has received the IGRC Church 
Growth Award at least once.  Conceptual thinking 
on the topic of our United Methodist impasse over 
human sexuality has led me to offer and refine multiple 
proposals.  I am also passionate about our church raising 
up the next generations.

OTHER: My daily updates from General Conference 
have sought to take readers beyond the headlines 
to an understanding of the inner dynamics of our 
church.  These and many other resources on the issues 
facing The United Methodist Church can be found at 
PeopleNeedJesus.net.

PERSONAL MESSAGE: The UMC is poised for a season 
of dramatic change.  It would be my honor to bring 
the extensive knowledge I have attained on United 
Methodist issues to our 2020 GC delegation.  Worthy 
solutions to our impasse on human sexuality will move 
us all, regardless of ideology, to a place where we can 
conduct the ministry to which God has called us without 
penalty, moral compromise, or limitation.  Keeping our 
annual conference informed about United Methodist 
issues from all perspectives will be a continued focus.  
You can expect a policy of transparency with regards 
to my thinking on the major issues facing our church.  
I favor full clergy rights for local pastors, keeping our 
promises to active and retired clergy, vital partnerships 
with our growing central conferences, and creative 
structural solutions that move us beyond our current 
gridlock.  The nature and design of our general agencies 
and general superintendency are also matters for 
intentional and urgent dialog. Wise stewardship of our 
present opportunities and challenges will lead us to a 
fresh flowering of evangelism, church planting, and 
disciple-making in the Wesleyan spirit.  Thank you for 
your consideration.

RANDY ROBINSON ���������� (#1476)
EMAIL: rlrobinson@jlnc.net

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 1983

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Danville St. James UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: General & Jurisdictional 
Conferences; Board of Ordained Ministry; VIM to 
Liberia; Standing Rules Committee; Jurisdictional 
Election Committee; Jurisdictional Committee on 
Investigation; Bishop's Task Force on Clergy Sexual 
Misconduct.

EXPERIENCE: Service to local churches ranging in size 
from 30 to 800+ members; oversight of 90 local churches 
and 50 pastors each year for 8 years.  Trained Stephen 
Ministry Leader and Disciple Bible Study Leader.    

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Local and Global missions; 
spiritual formation, discipleship development; local 

church renewal through intentional practice of Wesley's 
means of grace.  

OTHER: As a pastor, I am called to equip local churches 
to become healthy, growing, spiritually vital, risk-taking 
centers for making and equipping disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world.  

PERSONAL MESSAGE: My passion is to live and serve 
as a disciple of Jesus Christ and to serve Christ's church 
in ways that achieve "the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace."  Our church's mission has the power and 
potential to form us as a distinct people of God as we 
embrace it, are shaped by it, and unleash its power.  Our 
Spirit-driven mission has the power to unite and propel 
The UMC, enabling us to fulfill our call and drive every 
ministry from the local church to the General Church.  
It should be the determining factor by which every 
General Conference proposal is measured.  I believe 
it is time for a complete denominational overhaul to 
help us more effectively achieve our mission.  I have 
been deeply formed by our covenants of baptism and 
ordination and I work to reform the church from within 
these covenants.  Above all, I believe the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ transcends labels of "traditionalist, centrist, 
progressive."  Jesus Christ is Lord of all, and especially of 
the Church.

VINCE ROHN ������������������� (#1480)
EMAIL: rohn7@hotmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2003

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Galesburg First UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Current Chair of the 
IGRC Board of Ordained Ministry, current member 
of Spoon River DCOM, past Vice-Chair of BOM, past 
Chair of Conference Relations Team, past chair of IGRC 
Commission on Equitable Compensation

EXPERIENCE: Serving in a variety of leadership positions 
in the IGRC, Serving a variety of churches throughout 
the IGRC

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Preaching, vision casting, 
inclusion of all people in the community of faith

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I have been a United Methodist all 
of my life and love our church and its heritage. I desire 
to see the United Methodist Church not only weather 
its current struggles, but to once again grow and thrive 
in the United States. If we are going to do that together, 
I believe that we need a gracious unity that respects 
the multitude of perspectives within our denomination 
but also allows us to offer all in our communities a 
true welcome. Solutions that question the faithfulness, 
commitment to Scripture, or compassion of our brothers 
and sisters are not in keeping with our Wesleyan heritage 
of doing good rather than harm or Jesus’s teaching that 
his followers will be known by their love. As a General 
Conference delegate, I would desire to see the United 
Methodist Church find a way forward that allows us all 
to minister to our communities in truly gracious but 
faithful ways that honor our diversity. My experience as 
the chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry, as well as 
serving a variety of churches throughout the IGRC, has 
equipped me with a unique perspective and skill set that 
I bring to this work.

BRUCE RUSHING ������������ (#1489)
EMAIL: brucerushing@hotmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 1985

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Wesley UMC, Canton, IL

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: I have served on Board 
of Pensions for several years. I have worked in the 
Division of Camps and Conferences. I have served on 
the Illinois Rivers District Ministry Teams for 6 years. 
I am current chairperson of Church Building and 
Location Committee in Illinois River District. I was the 
2018 recipient of the Harry Denman Evangelism Award 
for our conference.

EXPERIENCE: I have been a United Methodist Pastor 
since I was eighteen years old. Through these years I 
have sought to lead the church in being an effective 
witness for Jesus Christ in this world. I have participated 
in challenges in the local church and the annual 
conference and I believe I have been effective.  My guide 
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SABO

SCHLESSELMAN

SWANSON

for this work has been Scriptural Understanding, The 
United Methodist Discipline, and the Mission statement 
of the local church.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: My passion is to see individual 
lives changed by the power of the gospel. I believe the 
local church is the best place for this to happen and 
so my passion has always been finding ways to enable 
the local congregation to be an active body where 
everyone has a place to serve in Kingdom work. I have 
organizational and interpersonal skills that have served 
well in this quest.  

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I believe we are at a time 
where the United Methodist covenant is being greatly 
challenged. The greatest challenge is not that we do not 
agree with one another on certain and various issues. 
The challenge that is most devastating is the breaking 
of covenant with one another to force change. This 
behavior basically says that we do not believe in our 
own process and this can never have a unified result.  
I have always been one who follows the Discipline of 
the Church and where change has been needed, I have 
worked to facilitate it through the Conference process. 
I am saddened that our General Conference acted, and 
yet many have defiantly said they would not comply. 
This stretches the very fabric of our covenant together. I 
am willing to work for integrity in the United Methodist 
Church through the Conferencing process. If you are 
looking to vote for one who believes in the process and 
the power of covenant, I would ask for your vote.

ROBERT (BOB) SABO, JR � (#1492)
EMAIL: bobsabo@watsekafumc.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 1995

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Watseka First UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: I have served on the: 
Conference Commission on Race and Religion; Cache 
River District Board of Church Location and Building; 
Iroquois River District Committee on Ordained 
Ministry; Iroquois River District Lay Servant Ministry 
Committee where I have taught both basic and advance 
classes.  I served as President of the Board for the Wesley 
Foundation at Southern Illinois University, Carbondale.

EXPERIENCE: As a follower of Jesus Christ and as 
a United Methodist pastor, I have been blessed to 
participate in a Walk to Emmaus.  I was further blessed 
to serve on a team and offer a talk on prevenient grace.  
Another great joy I have experienced is serving as a 
camp chaplain for three years at Little Grassy.  In the past 
4 years I have served our community as a member of 
the Long Term Recovery Committee following 3 major 
floods.  I have dispersed Salvation Army funds for the 
past 5 years to assist those in need in our community.  

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: My passion is calling and leading 
the local church to embrace and live out it's mission.  I 
am passionate about extending the love of Christ to 
those who are struggling, hurting - those on the edges of 
society.   I am passionate about honoring Jesus in my life 
and ministry.  

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I have served Christ and his 
church since my youth in various communities and 
churches as both a lay person and as an ordained pastor.  
In working with a broad range of individuals, I have 
appreciated more and more the faith, love and concern 
people have for Christ's church and his Kingdom.  I 
would consider it a privilege to serve the Conference as a 
clergy delegate in 2020.  I would ask that you prayerfully 
consider me as you discern those who are to represent 
you in this important ministry role.   

JOY SCHLESSELMAN ������� (#1502)
EMAIL: jschlesselman17@gmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 1989

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Manteno UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: I have served on 
3 District Committees on Ordained Ministry, the 
Conference Board of Ordained Ministry, currently I’m 
on the Conference Hispanic Ministries Committee. 
I have also been in leadership in several civic and 
community organizations, including the Interfaith  
 

Alliance, Lions Club, Rotary Club, school PTO, 
Ministerial Alliances.

EXPERIENCE: I am a graduate of Grinnell College and St. 
Paul School of Theology, as well as the 2-year Academy 
for Spiritual Formation. I currently am a leader of the 
5-Day Academy for Spiritual Formation.  I have had 
opportunities to observe and/or volunteer at 3 different 
General Conferences in the past.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: My gifts are in preaching, leading, 
listening and ministries with children and youth. I have 
a passion for empowering others to lead and to take 
initiative to follow God's leading. I am deeply rooted in 
prayer and spiritual disciplines.

OTHER: I am eager to represent our Conference at the 
General Conference, to listen to our own people, and 
to listen, most importantly, to how God is leading our 
church. If I am elected, I will study and prepare, and be 
ready to speak up for what is right, and for what is best 
for our church.

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I’ve been a pastor in the United 
Methodist Church for 34 years, and I believe in our 
denomination because we are grace-filled, mission-
oriented, and rooted in our faith in Jesus Christ, as 
expressed in our Wesleyan practices. I have served small 
and large churches, rural and small town. Though our 
denomination is strong, I also believe that there are 
changes that need to be made as we seek to be more 
inclusive, and representative of all the different kinds of 
people that make up our church, worldwide.

ERIC SWANSON �������������� (#1563)
EMAIL: eswanson@leroyumc.org

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2011

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: LeRoy First UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Episcopacy Committee, 
Sessions Worship Chair, Young Clergy Initiative, IGRC 
for Unity Team

EXPERIENCE: I have been to 3 General Conferences and 
Jurisdictional Conference in volunteer and observer 
roles and have led the worship teams for the last 
Jurisdictional Conference we hosted.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I have a passion for Evangelism 
and leadership renewal within the UMC.  My strengths 
are in seeing new strategies and ideas for helping guide 
the church into the future God is calling us towards.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: The United Methodist Church has 
been the formative body of my personal and pastoral life 
and for that I will always love and respect this body.  It 
is not just in the details but in the essence and purpose 
of our Discipline that I find my strengths and offer my 
services as a delegate.  As a clergy person who has 15 
years of service and 30 more years of ministry to offer, 
I want to focus on the connectional strength of our 
church.  For those who desire personal definitions, I 
consider myself an Evangelical Progressive Centrist, 
but I want everyone to hear that my value is for all of 
God's Children to be at the communion table together in 
worship and ministry.  I desire a denomination that has 
truly created space for mutual empathy, the uniqueness 
of each person's story and the great power of the Holy 
Spirit to empower us to forge new and yet unseen 
pathways into the Kingdom of God here on this earth.

BOB SWICKARD �������������� (#1566)
EMAIL: bswickard@stmatthewumc.org

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 1995

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: St. Matthew UMC Belleville, 
IL

Relevant Leadership Roles: Member of Conference 
Evangelism Team

EXPERIENCE: xx

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: xx

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: xx

SYLVESTER 
WEATHERALL ��������������� (#1611)
EMAIL: sweatherall@igrc.org

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 1993

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Sangamon River District 
Superintendent

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Chair of 2016 and 
2019 Delegation, General Board of Church and 
Society, North Central Jurisdiction Commission 
on Race and Religion, North Central Jurisdiction 
of Black Methodist for Church Renewal, North 
Central Jurisdiction Structure Task Force, General 
Conference Delegate – 2016 (First Clergy elected and 
head of the Delegation), Jurisdictional Conference 
Delegate -2016, Candidate For Bishop 2016, General 
Finance Administration Task Force for Tithe Based 
Apportionments, Conference Commission and Race 
Chair, Member of the Conference Board of Ordained 
Ministry, General Conference Delegate 1996 (1st 
Reserve) 2000,  2008, (2nd  Reserve)  2012, Jurisdictional 
Conference Delegate -- 1996, 2000, 2004, 2008, 2012, 
2016

EXPERIENCE: Rural and inner-city ministry.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I bring a broad range of gifts and 
experiences, from Urban, Suburban and small Town.   I 
have been gifted with the ability to bring a people together.  
I love people and have the ability to see Christ in all people.  
I love preaching.  God has blessed with me oratorical gifts.  
I love to teach.  I have the heart of a teacher.  Some of my 
other gifts are service, encouragement, generosity, church 
growth, music, and hospitality.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: My leadership style is relational.  
I believe that each person is a unique gift of God.  I 
lead by equipping.  My equipping style is to help people 
discover their God giving gifts for the Church.   To help 
people use those gifts in the Church and the world.  I 
approach churches, districts and our global church as 
a living system. The term "systems" is derived from the 
Greek word "synistanai," which means "to bring together 
or combine."  The United Methodist is a global system. 
I believe successful leaders (Pastors, Superintendents 
and Bishops) must create precedents in supervision 
successfully by following innovative ways and means 
so that it becomes a good precedent for our Districts, 
Churches and Conferences. In the United Methodist 
Church there is always change, (The Itinerant System 
and the assignment of Bishop).  Change is the inevitable. 
I believe that Bishops, Superintendents and Pastors must 
have standards in place that future incoming Leaders 
can follow. They can incorporate their gifts, ideas and 
innovations in to Churches, Districts and Conferences.  
The system I put in place is one that is collaborative, 
relational and respectful of all people’s gifts and abilities.

JARRETT WELLS ������������� (#1616)
EMAIL: pastorjarrettwells@gmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2010

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Beardstown UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: LaMoine River DCoM, 
Commission on Camping and Retreat Ministries, 
Committee on Standing Rules

EXPERIENCE: Serving predominately small-membership 
churches and their communities since 2001; Counselor 
and clergy leader at East Bay Camp; Involved in 
domestic and international missions

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Communicating the Gospel, 
Spiritual Formation, Dreaming and envisioning the "big 
picture"

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: We all know the reality in which 
our beloved Church finds itself. For the sake of Christ 
and the world, we must find a way to get past our battles. 
As painful as it is to acknowledge, I believe the time 
has come for us to separate. I believe forced unity for 
the sake of institutional preservation will serve only to 
deepen the divide. I support an amicable separation, 
while retaining our partnerships in those things on 
which we agree. As we have these difficult conversations, 
I offer myself as a new voice to the table. It would be a 
privilege and honor to represent the IGRC.

SWICKARD

WELLS

WEATHERALL
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MICHAEL WHITAKER ������� (#1624)
EMAIL: mike@theconnectionfc.com 

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2011

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: The Connection United 
Methodist Faith Community

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Pastor, Speaker/
Consultant for churches seeking to engage new people 
and multigenerational ministries, IGRC new church 
starts strategic team, Various district and conference 
boards

EXPERIENCE: 16 Years of Pastoral ministry including: 
Directing pastor of new church start, Pastor in charge of 
discipleship, director of youth and young adults (various 
churches,) Director of Music/Contemporary Worship, 
(various churches,) directed launch of new worship 
services, multi-site, and new faith community.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I love finding new ways to 
introduce people to Christ and help others deepen their 
faith. I'm passionate about music, ministry, and my St. 
Louis Cardinals.

OTHER: I've been going to Annual Conference since I 
was 12, so I won't have to learn Robert's Rules of Order. 
#winning   I love to laugh and have fun, but I would take 
this role very seriously, and listen to the wishes of the 
awesome people of the IGRC.

PERSONAL MESSAGE: The UMC has been fighting 
for years over who is right... I'd rather fight to remain 
United.

BILL WIGGS �������������������� (#1629)
EMAIL: pastorbillwiggsjr@gmail.com

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 2001

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Sunfield-Greenwood

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Currently serving on 
the Conference Committee on Nominations. Have 
Served previously on Conference Board of Higher 
Education and Campus Ministry. Board of Directors 
United Methodist Village Inc. Committee on Annual 
Conference Session. Dean Director Beulah The 
Beginning Camp, Spiritual Director Jr. High Alive 
Camp. Pals Task Force (A Richland County committee 
organization dedicated to helping children and youth 
stay off and get off drugs, encouraging young people 
to make positive choices and become leaders in their 
community.)

EXPERIENCE: Since 1992 I have served as a pastor in 
small membership and rural churches. This has given me 
the opportunity to work with many wonderful people: 
the regular, church going, United Methodists who make 
up the majority of our denomination. This has given me 
a little different perspective on church life than I had 
as a member of a large membership church (Belleville 
St. Matthew) before entering ministry. Because of the 
experience I have developed strong negotiating skills 

and have had to learn to listen beyond words to the 
heart. My work in camping and youth ministry has 
helped me to better understand the needs of youth and 
young adults and has allowed me to walk with them as 
they have made important life decisions, especially their 
relationship with God in Christ. Through the work I 
have done on conference committees I have been able 
to engage with people at many places in the theological 
spectrum and learn from them.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I have a passion for sharing the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ with those who are lost in this 
world, regardless of where they find themselves. I greatly 
want to see youth and young adults understand their 
need for God and to find a place in the church. Many 
people today are lost in a world that tells them they are 
worthless. It brings me great joy to share with them that 
they are worth the life of the very Son of God. I spend 
much of my time helping Christians grow deeper in their 
faith and leading them to godly decision making. I am 
gifted in the area of negotiating, helping everyone to feel 
heard and cared for as the best decision is made.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL MESSAGE: Although I did not grow up in 
the United Methodist Church, I came to Belleville St. 
Matthew shortly after giving my heart to the Lord. I 
was very much a baby Christian when I walked into 
St. Matthew, where I found a loving community of 
committed Christians who helped me grow in my faith, 
taught me the spiritual disciplines, gave me a love for 
liturgy and traditions of the church, saw potential in me 
and helped me discover my gifts and graces for ministry. 
It was there that I felt the call to ministry and was 
nurtured by some of the finest pastors I have known. I 
was educated in a United Methodist college, McKendree, 
and furthered my education at Asbury Theological 
Seminary, receiving my M.Div. in 1999.   I have raised 
my family in a UM parsonage and my son is a candidate 
for ministry, serving as a pastor in the church. I am 
committed to the historic faith of the church and am 
proud of our United Methodist heritage and discipline. 
I have given my life to the ministry of this wonderful 
church and long to see us reach the next generation with 
the life-saving message of Jesus Christ.

BEVERLY WILKES NULL��� (#1630)
EMAIL: pastorbev@highlandhope.org

STATUS/YEAR OF ORDINATION: Elder, 1991

CURRENT APPOINTMENT: Highland Hope UMC

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Recent and Current 
Leadership Roles: 2016 to Current Chair of IGRC Africa 
University Committee, 2016 to Current Chair NCJ 
Committee on Appeals, 2012 - 2016   Trustee Saint Paul 
School of Theology, 2004 - 2012 Global Connectional 
Table NCJ Representative, 2000 & 2004 General 
Conference and Jurisdictional Conference Delegate

EXPERIENCE: My most recent experiences have included 

the following training events as train the trainer:

2018 Do No Harm designed for responding to Sexual 
Misconduct within the church, 2015 - 2018 Veteran 
Advocacy: Preparing Rural Pastors to assist with Veteran 
and Family Transitions, 2018 The Committee on 
Appeals: Conducting a Hearing in a way that honors our 
Book of Discipline while also exercising as much grace 
as is possible.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I am gifted in the area of 
understanding that it is important to know not only 
the constraints of our Book of Discipline but to also 
understand the liberties and grace that is contained in 
it.  I have a passion for helping people to hear and to love 
each other though their theological differences may be 
from opposing points of view.  I also have been gifted 
to be able to help people to address human conflict and 
find ways to mediate win/win solutions. My spiritual 
gifts include discernment, administration, generosity, 
mercy and prophecy from the stand point of being able 
to speak an appropriate God message for the situations 
that are before me. I have also been trained in the area of 
Conflict Resolution/Mediation/Negotiation by the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission.

OTHER: I was a member of our inaugural Global 
Connectional Table (GCT) in 2004. What I witnessed 
during those eight years was our capacity to Do No 
Harm, Do Good and Stay in Love with God though we 
were contextually very diverse as The United Methodist 
Denomination. Unless you were a member of the GCT 
most people would not know that the Four Areas of 
Focus and the Budget that was presented at the 2008 
General Conference were never formally voted upon 
because they were presented by an inter-generational 
team and received by a standing ovation. It was a 
moment of hope that has not captured the hearts of our 
beloved UMC since.

PERSONAL MESSAGE: I am currently serving as the 
Chair of our IGRC Africa Univ. Committee and as Chair 
of our NCJ Committee on Appeals. My hope for our 
beloved United Methodist Family is that we will work 
together to reflect the love of Jesus Christ amid our 
kaleidoscopic view of theological and social difference.  
I have spent my entire professional ministry in cross-
racial and/or cross-cultural settings that are uniquely 
different from my personal experiences. Yet in the midst 
of our differences the one thing that has propelled us 
forward has been a common understanding that our 
love for Jesus compels us to love beyond our differences. 
General Conference 2019 left me grieving for my 
beloved United Methodist family as I witnessed massive 
brokenness. Therefore, it is with humility that I seek your 
support to serve as a General Conference Delegate who 
will seek to preserve the Unity of Christ in our family 
while embracing the full spectrum of human fragility. 
We are a global family doing and being the Church while 
trying to be contextually relevant around the globe; 
this should be our strength and not our weakness, our 
guiding post and not our hitching post.

WIGGS

WHITAKER

WILDES-NULL

 Go to www.igrc.org/umrc to access the online catalog.  Questions, comments? Contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org or 217-529-2744.

DVD studies – Plan Ahead for Summer and Fall!
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!

Here are just a few of the many Seedbed studies available  
to borrow from the UMRC!:
#102170    By Signs and Wonders: How the Holy Spirit Grows the Church  
 – 9 sessions

#105083    Epic of Eden: Isaiah - 8 sessions

#107094    Gospel of John – 12 sessions

#107099    Great Reversal: The Life and Death and Life of Jesus – 9 sessions

#109057    Intercessory Life: A Missional Model for Discipleship – 6 sessions

#112122    Long Story Short: The Bible in Six Simple Movements – 6 sessions

#112123    Letter to the Hebrews - 12 sessions

#115027    Organic Wesley: A Christian Perspective on Food, Farming,  
 and Faith – 10 sessions

#119155    Social Entrepreneur: The Business of Changing the World  
 – 6 sessions

UMRC
UNITED MEDIA 
RESOURCE CENTER
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# Status Last Name First
1001 RE Abel Mike
1002 RE Adam, Sr George
1003 FE Adams Andy
1004 FE Adams Bill
1005 RE Adams Roy
1006 FE Allin Pat
1007 RE Allison Julie
1008 RE Allison Leroy
1009 RE Alvarado Julio
1010 FE Alvarado Sonia
1011 RE Ambrose Duane
1012 RE Anderson Brent
1013 FE Anderson Keith
1014 FE Anderson Marjolein
1015 FE Anderson Steve
1016 FE Anderson Steve
1017 RE Andricks Carol
1018 RE Annable John
1019 FE Anthony Andy
1020 FE Armstrong Grant
1021 FE Arnold Mary
1022 FE Arnold Paul
1023 RE Austin Dean
1024 FE Azbell Julie
1025 RE Babb David
1026 RE Bailey Sue
1027 RE Baker Bob
1028 RE Baker Bruce
1029 RE Baker David
1030 FE Baldyga Jessica
1031 FE Barber Penny
1032 FE Barnett Jim
1033 RE Barnett Vernie
1034 FE Barrett Bill
1035 RE Barrick Ron
1036 RE Bass Gary
1037 RE Bassett Raymond
1038 RE Batz Don
1039 FE Bauer Paul
1040 RE Baumberger Bruce
1041 RE Bayler LaVon
1042 RE Beach Paul
1043 FE Bealmear Jeff
1044 RE Beals Dean
1045 FE Beals Rusty
1046 RE Beck Dale
1047 RE Beedy Dennis
1048 FE Bell Howard
1049 FE Benton Troy
1050 RE Best Dale
1051 FE Best John
1052 FE Bigham Tena
1053 FE Bishop Shane
1054 FE Bjorklund Sigurd
1055 RE Black Don
1056 FE Black Tiffany
1057 RE Blackard Floyd
1058 RE Blackburn Dean
1059 FE Blythe Donna
1060 RE Bocox Glen
1061 FE Boesen Kevin
1062 RE Bogart Ron
1063 RE Booker-Jones Rose
1064 RE Borah Max

1065 RE Bortell Jim
1066 RE Brady Mary
1067 RE Braswell William
1068 RE Brawley Melody
1069 RE Brewer Marilyn
1070 RE Brewer Tom
1071 RE Brooks Dennis
1072 RE Brown Jim
1073 FE Brown Marc
1074 RE Brown Paul
1075 RE Bryan Lawrence
1076 RE Bryce Carol
1077 RE Buck Dan
1078 RE Bunnell Sandy
1079 FE Burgard Ken
1080 RE Burgener Steve
1081 RE Burrill Roy
1082 RE Burroughs Don
1083 RE Buss Gaylord
1084 FE Campbell Paige
1085 FE Canada Mark
1086 RE Candler Owen
1087 RE Carlson Scott
1088 RE Carlson Wally
1089 RE Carlton Donald
1090 FE Carnes Carrie
1091 FE Carnes Ethan
1092 FE Carnes Scott
1093 FE Carrell Jon
1094 FE Catlin Donna
1095 FE Catlin Joel
1096 FE Caughlan Brian
1097 FE Champion Ann
1098 RE Chapman Bob
1099 RE Chase Ron
1100 RE Clark Terry
1101 RE Cockrel Jon
1102 RE Coffey Betty
1103 RE Conrad Larry
1104 RE Cooper James
1105 RE Copeland Paul
1106 RE Corbitt Jim
1107 FE Corum Tom
1108 RE Courtright Greg
1109 RE Cox Danny
1110 RE Cox Ken
1111 FE Cox Nicole
1112 RE Cramer Frederick
1113 FE Crawford Mike
1114 FE Crede Dan
1115 FE Crede Gay
1116 RE Crede Hank
1117 RE Crede Herb
1118 RE Crede John
1119 FE Cross John
1120 RE Crowcroft Sidney
1121 RE Cummins Billie
1122 FE Cunningham Christine
1123 FE Cunningham Mary Alice
1124 RE Curry Judy
1125 RE Curtis, Jr John
1126 FE Dancey Kim
1127 RE Daughenbaugh, Jr Howard
1128 FE Davis Edward
1129 RE Davis Henry

1130 RE Davis John
1131 FE Davis, Jr Sid
1132 RE Dean Ken
1133 FE DeAtley Lynette
1134 FE Dees-McMahon Becky
1135 RE Deffley Harry
1136 RE DeJarnett Don
1137 FE Deuel Willie
1138 RE Dickinson Ron
1139 RE Divan Dennis
1140 RE Doane Dennis
1141 RE Doty Don
1142 FE Douglass Randy
1143 FE Dunning Joey
1144 RE Eadie David
1145 RE Eastin Bill
1146 FE Eastin Carol
1147 FE Ebersohl Mike
1148 FE Eble Brian
1149 FE Eckhardt Tom
1150 RE Edele Terry
1151 RE Edman Carol
1152 RE Edwards Bob
1153 FE Edwards Bertrand Jennie
1154 RE Eggleston Janet
1155 RE Einhouse, Jr Robert
1156 RE Eischen Mike
1157 RE Elder Jim
1158 RE Emswiler Sharon
1159 RE Emswiler Tom
1160 FE England Melva
1161 RE Estep David
1162 RE Evers Joseph
1163 RE Fager Dennis
1164 FE Fairchild Gary
1165 RE Fansler Daryl
1166 FE Feldman Gary
1167 FE Fender Mike
1168 RE Fenton Elmer
1169 FE Ferguson Anne
1170 RE Ferguson Keith
1171 RE Ferrill Don
1172 RE Fitts Bob
1173 FE Flake Curtis
1174 RE Fletcher Gilbert
1175 RE Ford Gary
1176 FE Forrest Shelly
1177 RE Foulk Bob
1178 RE Foulk Jan
1179 FE Frank, Jr Larry
1180 RE Frazier, Jr Bill
1181 FE Freeman Bob
1182 RE Frick Louis
1183 FE Friese Steve
1184 FE Frost Ted
1185 RE Gaffron Dave
1186 FE Gaither, III Harvey
1187 FE Garcia Adrian
1188 RE Gardiner Joseph
1189 RE Gardner Phil
1190 RE Garretson Sharon
1191 FE George Ron
1192 RE Ghitalla Bruce
1193 FE Gilbert Larry
1194 RE Glahn David

1195 FE Gleason Nicholas
1196 RE Glick Phil
1197 FE Goodell Tom
1198 RE Goodin Steve
1199 RE Goodwin Wayne
1200 RE Goulding Jim
1201 FE Graham Mark
1202 FE Granadosin Cecilia
1203 FE Granadosin Steve
1204 RE Greene Bob
1205 RE Greenwood Jo Ann
1206 FE Griffith Jan
1207 FE Grimmett Roger
1208 FE Gromley Garry
1209 RE Grozik Joe
1210 FE Grulke Scott
1211 FE Guilliams Lisa
1212 RE Guither Francis
1213 RE Gutzmer Martin
1214 RE Hackl, Jr Bob
1215 FE Hackmann John
1216 FE Hagedorn Kim
1217 FE Hahs Jame
1218 RE Haley Jeff
1219 FE Haley Jerry
1220 RE Hamilton John
1221 RE Hamilton Tom
1222 RE Hamon Sally
1223 RE Hankla Joe
1224 RE Harris Ken
1225 FE Harris Mark
1226 FE Harris Sam
1227 RE Harrison Raymond
1228 FE Harrison Tim
1229 RE Harry Dan
1230 RE Harter Terry
1231 RE Hartleroad John
1232 FE Hartley Ted
1233 RE Hartman Steve
1234 FE Harvey Lori
1235 FE Hauck John
1236 FE Havis-Shear Jackie
1237 RE Haworth Don
1238 RE Haxton Mary Lou
1239 RE Haxton Stan
1240 RE Hayden Ken
1241 RE Hays Bryce
1242 RE Heinbaugh William
1243 FE Heitkamp Steve
1244 RE Hembrough Jean
1245 FE Hempstead Camilla
1246 RE Henderson Dan
1247 FE Hendrix Rex
1248 FE Henley Scott
1249 FE Henson Jeremy
1250 FE Henson Matthew
1251 FE Herath Bob
1252 RE Herath Richard
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1253 RE Herring Jerry
1254 FE Herzog Mike
1255 FE Hill Craig
1256 RE Hill Dennis
1257 RE Hoffman Ed
1258 RE Hoffman Vaughn
1259 RE Hogren Ken
1260 RE Hoke Ed
1261 RE Hollis Bob
1262 RE Holloway Jack
1263 FE Hopp Andrew
1264 FE Hopp Kristi
1265 FE Horrell Linda
1266 RE Horrell Martha
1267 RE Horvath Debbie
1268 RE Huff David
1269 RE Hultberg Dave
1270 RE Hurley David
1271 FE Hutchens Ken
1272 RE Hutton David
1273 RE Hutton Pat
1274 RE Hwang Bong-Choul
1275 RE Hwang In-Sook
1276 RE Icenogle Phil
1277 FE Irvin Stan
1278 FE Isbell Sara
1279 FE Jackson Don
1280 RE Jenkins Gary
1281 FE Jessup Margaret Ann
1282 FE Johansen Patty
1283 RE Johnson James
1284 RE Johnson Terrell
1285 FE Johnson-Scott Jill
1286 FE Johnston Carl
1287 RE Jones Bill
1288 RE Jones Cindy
1289 RE Jones Don
1290 FE Jordan Mark
1291 FE Jordan Nick
1292 RE Kaley Mark
1293 RE Kao Norman
1294 FE Keller Curt
1295 RE Keller John
1296 RE Kelley Jeff
1297 FE Kelly David
1298 FE Kelly Patsy
1299 FE Kelly Sheila
1300 RE Kerr, Sr Richard
1301 RE Kettelkamp Steve
1302 RE Killion Bob
1303 RE King Jerry
1304 FE King-Nobles Kathy
1305 FE King-Nobles Kent
1306 FE Klemm Rebecca
1307 RE Kline Jon
1308 RE Knox Roger
1309 RE Kooi Dale
1310 FE Krost Todd

1311 FE Kuebler Dalene
1312 FE Kueker David
1313 FE Kurfman Chuck
1314 FE Lafary Jeremy
1315 RE Laumeier Beckie
1316 RE Lawry Bob
1317 FE Lee Angie
1318 RE Lee John
1319 FE Leeds Lance
1320 RE Lees Paul
1321 FE Lembke Becky
1322 RE Leppin Bill
1323 RE Lewis Bill
1324 FE Lewis Richard
1325 FE Livesay Gary
1326 FE Lobacz Steve
1327 FE Logsdon Tom
1328 FE Lolling Kent
1329 FE Long, Jr Don
1330 FE Long Ray
1331 FE Long Victor
1332 FE Lovett Lee
1333 RE Lowe Don
1334 RE Lybarger Danny
1335 FE Lyons Robin
1336 RE Mace Gene
1337 RE Maffett Larry
1338 RE Mahaffey Betty
1339 FE Manigold Brian
1340 FE Marty Pablo
1341 FE Marty Zoila
1342 RE Martz Leonard
1343 FE Martz Ron
1344 FE Maxwell Andy
1345 FE McCafferty Kathy
1346 FE McClarey Jim
1347 RE McClarey Jim
1348 RE McCleary Paul
1349 FE McClimans Leon
1350 FE McCoy Robb
1351 RE McDonald Bob
1352 FE McDonald Charlie
1353 RE McFarland John
1354 RE McGuire Dick
1355 RE McIntosh Burt
1356 RE McIntosh John
1357 RE McKelvey Bob
1358 RE McKiou Dowain
1359 FE McLaughlin Beth
1360 RE McLean Roderick
1361 FE Meeks Don
1362 FE Melgreen Julia
1363 FE Melzer Ron
1364 RE Merritt Phil
1365 RE Michaels Keith
1366 RE Mick Richard
1367 FE Midgley, Jr Maurice
1368 FE Miller Allen
1369 RE Miller Janet
1370 RE Miller Kenneth
1371 RE Miller Linda
1372 FE Miller Walter
1373 FE Milligan Alan
1374 RE Minor Bill
1375 RE Misal Margaret
1376 FE Mitchell Ted

1377 RE Mixon David
1378 FE Monahan Nancy
1379 FE Moreau Larry
1380 RE Morgan David
1381 RE Morris George
1382 FE Morwell Bob
1383 RE Mosher Claude
1384 RE Mosimann Gary
1385 RE Motta Gary
1386 RE Motzer Paul
1387 RE Moulden Phillip
1388 FE Munden Anita
1389 RE Mushrush Bob
1390 RE Myers Mark
1391 RE Myers William
1392 FE Najmon Cathy
1393 RE Nance Murriel
1394 RE Nelson Beth
1395 RE New Frank
1396 RE Newhall Alan
1397 FE Newhall Paul
1398 RE Newsome Jack
1399 RE Nichols Jerry
1400 FE Noland Leanne
1401 RE Nottrott David
1402 RE Orewiler Marvin
1403 RE Osborn Wes
1404 RE Owens Bruce
1405 RE Owens Ray
1406 FE Ozment Tim
1407 FE Padgett Lauren
1408 RE Palmer Miley
1409 FE Palmer Sheryl
1410 RE Palmer Stephen
1411 RE Pancake Delbert
1412 RE Parker Raymond
1413 RE Paskewitz Paul
1414 FE Pate Tim
1415 FE Paulson Michael
1416 FE Paulson Tony
1417 RE Peacock Joseph
1418 FE Pearce Mary
1419 FE Pearce Tim
1420 RE Pease David
1421 FE Penn Adam
1422 RE Pennell Mike
1423 RE Perry Dan
1424 RE Perry Randy
1425 FE Perry Roger
1426 RE Peters Millie
1427 RE Peyla Linda
1428 RE Peyton Bud
1429 RE Phillips Bob
1430 RE Phillips Brent
1431 RE Phillips David
1432 FE Pichaske Steve
1433 FE Pierce Rick
1434 RE Pitsch Robert
1435 RE Poe Phil
1436 FE Pogemiller Leah
1437 RE Pollock Bob
1438 RE Poole Jim
1439 RE Powers Dan
1440 FE Powers Dennis
1441 RE Prater Paul
1442 RE Prather John

1443 RE Preston Nadine
1444 RE Price Dennis
1445 FE Price Krista
1446 RE Pruett Bill
1447 FE Pyatt Bill
1448 RE Pyles Kenneth
1449 FE Quick, Jr Harold
1450 RE Ramsey, II Gene
1451 FE Rasche Jeff
1452 FE Read John
1453 RE Reed Jerry
1454 RE Reese Debbie
1455 FE Reese Randy
1456 FE Regennitter Jay
1457 RE Reiner Fred
1458 FE Renner Charliam
1459 FE Renner Shalom
1460 RE Renshaw Earl
1461 FE Rettig Cindy
1462 RE Rettig Doug
1463 RE Reynolds David
1464 RE Rhea Jim
1465 FE Rhee Jungil
1466 FE Rhein Alan
1467 RE Rhodes Timothy
1468 FE Richard, III Joe
1469 RE Richard Linda
1470 FE Richards Amanda
1471 RE Richardson Phil
1472 RE Richter Ron
1473 RE Riley Don
1474 FE Ritter Chris
1475 RE Roberts Roy
1476 FE Robinson Randy
1477 RE Robison J Michael
1478 FE Robyne Glen
1479 FE Robyne Lana
1480 FE Rohn Vince
1481 RE Rominger Roger
1482 RE Root Lewis
1483 RE Rorex Doug
1484 FE Ross Roger
1485 RE Roy Jan
1486 FE Roy Rob
1487 RE Ruberg Jim
1488 RE Runyon Art
1489 FE Rushing Bruce
1490 RE Russell George
1491 RE Russell Roger
1492 FE Sabo, Jr Bob
1493 FE Salzman John
1494 RE Sandine Bob
1495 RE Satvedi Anet
1496 RE Savage Gerald
1497 RE Scaff Martha
1498 RE Scheets, III Joe
1499 RE Scheller Gary
1500 RE Schendel Merlin
1501 RE Schleeter Mark
1502 FE Schlesselman Joy
1503 RE Schmink George
1504 RE Schuetz Jim
1505 FE Schultz David
1506 RE Scott Flo
1507 RE Scott Richard
1508 FE Seder Jennifer
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1509 FE Seibert Dan
1510 RE Sensel Charles
1511 FE Shelquist Chuck
1512 RE Shindel Katherine
1513 RE Shirley Alice
1514 FE Showalter Nic
1515 FE Shumaker Brad
1516 FE Siemer Margaret
1517 RE Silas Frank
1518 RE Silas Ivy
1519 RE Simon Gene
1520 RE Simonson, Sr Alan
1521 RE Simpkins Paul
1522 RE Sims John
1523 FE Sims Jon
1524 RE Skinner Bob
1525 RE Slaatte Mark
1526 RE Sloan Millie
1526 RE Sloan-Couch Ken
1528 RE Slone Jim
1529 RE Smith Delmar
1530 RE Smith Elaine
1531 RE Smith J Steven
1532 FE Smith Julie
1533 FE Smith Mike
1534 RE Smith Robert
1535 RE Smith, II Roosevelt
1536 RE Smith Russ
1537 FE Smith Shane
1538 RE Smith Steve
1539 FE Snider Justin
1540 FE Snider Miriam
1541 RE Snider Ted
1542 RE Snow Edwin
1543 RE Snyder Clyde
1544 RE Sonaram Deryck
1545 RE Soper Tony
1546 RE Souders Bob
1547 RE Stevens Jeanette
1548 FE Stewart Douglas
1549 RE Stewart Glen
1550 RE Stinebaugh Gretchen
1551 FE Stockle Rachel
1552 RE Stone Marian
1553 FE Storey Brian
1554 RE Stradley Floyd

1555 RE Strasma Jim
1556 FE Stroble, Jr Paul
1557 FE Stufflebeam Carol
1558 FE Stump Matt
1559 RE Sullins Dick
1560 RE Sun Han Yong
1561 RE Swain Richard
1562 RE Swank Jack
1563 FE Swanson Eric
1564 FE Sweet Craig
1565 FE Sweet Kathy
1566 FE Swickard Bob
1567 RE Talmage Jack
1568 FE Taylor Bob
1569 FE Taylor Casey
1570 FE Tennyson John
1571 RE Thompson Bob
1572 RE Thompson Herb
1573 FE Thompson Jeremiah
1574 RE Thompson Jim
1575 FE Thompson Megan
1576 RE Tickner Beth
1577 RE Tinzmann Jim
1578 RE Totten Ralph
1579 RE Totten Sam
1580 RE Tournear Prosper
1581 RE Travelstead Jack
1582 RE Travis Chet
1583 RE Trent Chuck
1584 RE Treptow Kevin
1585 RE Treptow Sharon
1586 RE Trover Dave
1587 FE Tucker Karen
1588 FE Turner Gene
1589 RE Tymonko John
1590 RE Unger Paul
1591 FE VanDyke Jeff
1592 RE VanGiesen Rick
1593 RE VanMeter William
1594 RE Venter Dave
1595 RE Vidakovich John
1596 FE Vonck Linda
1597 RE Wadsworth Patrick
1598 RE Waggoner Von
1599 RE Wagley Laurence
1600 FE Waldis Zachary

1601 FE Walker Allynn
1602 RE Walker Dale
1603 FE Wallace Paula
1604 RE Walles Paul
1605 RE Waltz Alan
1606 FE Wanck Sarah
1607 RE Ward Ralph
1608 FE Watkins, II Brad
1609 RE Watkins, Sr Brad
1610 RE Watkins Jerry
1611 FE Weatherall Sylvester
1612 RE Webb Art
1613 RE Wehrly Peter
1614 FE Weiman Bruce
1615 RE Weiss Jim
1616 FE Wells Jarrett
1617 RE Wence David
1618 RE Werner Bill
1619 FE Westerfield Terry
1620 RE Weston Ed
1621 RE Wheeler Charles
1622 RE Wheeler James
1623 FE Whetstone Mary
1624 FE Whitaker Mike
1625 RE White Fred
1626 FE White Howard
1627 RE Widicus Paul
1628 FE Wier Paul
1629 FE Wiggs, Jr Bill
1630 FE Wilkes Null Bev
1631 RE Wilkey John
1632 FE Wilkey Wes
1633 RE Williams James
1634 FE Williams Rebecca
1635 RE Wilson Gary
1636 FE Wilson Nancy
1637 RE Wolfe Jack
1638 RE Wood Robert
1639 RE Woods Jack
1640 FE Woolever Jason
1641 FE Wooton Michael
1642 FE Wright Danny
1643 RE Young Jack
1644 RE Youngs Louis
1645 RE Younker John
1646 RE Youtzy George

1647 RE Zander, Jr Bill
1648 RE Zimmerman Keith
1649 RE Zuck Lou
1650 Bishop Nikki
1651 Blackwell Cory
1652 Bultemeier Lori
1653 Burke Kim
1654 Busick Steve
1655 Butterfield Becky
1656 Crozier Kathy
1657 Dowler Julie
1658 Fender Beth
1659 Gholson Katie
1660 Hendrix Cheryl
1661 Ruemmler Annelle
1662 Smith Gifty
1663 Soon Stephanie
1664 Stuby Kim
1665 Tymonko Kathy
1666 FE Black Andrew
1667 FE Delaney Timothy
1668 FE Jeffries Amy
1669 FE Kriesel Kevin
1670 FE McGregor Caleb
1671 FE Quick Christopher
1672 FE Ringenberg Janice

2001 Abel Bonnie
2002 Barnes Clark
2003 Barnett Hunter
2004 Bell David
2005 Black Paul
2006 Boehm E. Allan
2007 Boesen Higgins Julie
2008 Cooper John
2009 Davis Steven
2010 Fender Anna
2011 Finley Thomas
2012 Frederick Rachel
2013 Gage Ren'ee

2014 Gilleland Brittney
2015 Hammond-McDavid Pamela
2016 Henderson-Kalb Julia
2017 Hermon Anish
2018 Hoenig Megan
2019 Huisegna Melinda
2020 Krost Christina
2021 Lippert Christine
2022 Logsdon Ron
2023 McCaskill Camille
2024 Moehle Valerie
2025 Pappas Sydney Jane
2026 Paulson Peter

2027 Penn Jessica
2028 Przygoda Skyler
2029 Saal Dana
2030 Schonert Steven
2031 Schripsema Frankie Ann
2032 Sherar Evan
2033 Slingerland Erik
2034 Smith Katherine
2035 Souders Mark
2036 Stuart Geneva
2037 Stuby Andrea
2038 Sutton Dean
2039 Wagle Ann

2040 Weber Larry
2041 Woods Kimberly
2042 Woodworth Rodney
2043 Yockey Carolyn
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VOTING GUIDE - Candidate Worksheet /Voting Record

Name Candidate # Elected to: Removed Comment

1 GC        JC

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Use this worksheet to plan how you will vote. Write down the name and voting number of the candidates you wish to see elected 
in the order in which you would like to see them elected. There are columns for recording whether or not they are elected and to 
what, or, if in the course of voting, they are removed from consideration for any reason.
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Use this worksheet to write down the names of up to 26 candidates and their vote totals for each round. Using this you can watch trends in 
voting. You will also know the order in which they were elected by the number of columns it took to elect them. 

Candidate's Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0



Electronic	  Voting	  at	  Annual	  Conference	  
Getting	  Ready	  

Every	  voter	  will	  receive	  a	  handset	  at	  the	  check-‐in	  desk.	  
Turn	  on	  your	  handset	  with	  the	  Power	  Button.	  

Electronic	  Voting	  at	  Annual	  Conference	  
Getting	  Ready	  

Every	  voter	  will	  receive	  a	  handset	  at	  the	  check-‐in	  desk.	  
Turn	  on	  your	  handset	  with	  the	  Power	  Button.	  

	  

Voting	  
The	  Bishop	  will	  announce	  the	  start	  of	  a	  vote.	  

Press	  1	  for	  Yes	  
Press	  2	  for	  No	  
For	  elections,	  enter	  the	  
candidate	  number	  and	  
press	  Send.	  

You	  will	  have	  30	  seconds	  to	  
complete	  your	  vote.	  
To	  change	  your	  vote,	  simply	  
vote	  again.	  
The	  last	  vote	  showing	  on	  your	  
handset	  will	  be	  counted.	  
If	  you	  have	  a	  problem	  with	  
voting	  visit	  the	  Help	  Desk.	  

	  
During	  the	  Meeting	  

If	  you	  leave	  your	  seat,	  take	  your	  
handset	  with	  you.	  

	  
After	  the	  Meeting	  

Take	  your	  handset	  with	  you	  and	  
return	  the	  keypad	  upon	  
adjournment	  on	  Saturday	  when	  
you	  leave	  for	  home.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Yes - Press 1 

No - Press 2 

Voting	  
The	  Bishop	  will	  announce	  the	  start	  of	  a	  vote.	  

Press	  1	  for	  Yes	  
Press	  2	  for	  No	  
For	  elections,	  enter	  the	  
candidate	  number	  and	  
press	  Send.	  

You	  will	  have	  30	  seconds	  to	  
complete	  your	  vote.	  
To	  change	  your	  vote,	  simply	  
vote	  again.	  
The	  last	  vote	  showing	  on	  your	  
handset	  will	  be	  counted.	  
If	  you	  have	  a	  problem	  with	  
voting	  visit	  the	  Help	  Desk.	  

	  
During	  the	  Meeting	  

If	  you	  leave	  your	  seat,	  take	  your	  
handset	  with	  you.	  

	  
After	  the	  Meeting	  

Place	  your	  handset	  in	  the	  box	  by	  
the	  exit	  when	  you	  leave	  the	  
conference	  for	  home.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Yes - Press 1 

No - Press 2 
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How to Vote Electronically
At the 2019 Annual Conference we will use 

electronic handsets to register our votes quickly 
and accurately.  This system has been selected to 
expedite the voting process which involves elec-
tion of candidates to the Jurisdictional and Gen-
eral Conference as well as voting on motions and 
amendments.  By voting electronically, we will 
be able to reduce the amount of time involved in 
making these important selections and increase 
the accuracy of the balloting process.

These voting handsets look a bit like a TV 
remote control, but instead of pushing buttons 
to change channels, we’ll be pushing buttons 
to enter  yes, no, and abstain as well as to elect 
officers .  For the election of delegates to the 
Jurisdictional and General Conference you will 
enter the candidate number of each candidate 
you wish to elect, one selection at a time.   You 
will enter the number for the candidate that 
you prefer on your voting handset and press the 
“Send” button.   Your selection will be wirelessly 
transmitted to a computer that will record all 
votes and tabulate the results.   Your handset will 
confirm your selection back to you indicating 
that it was received.  These results will verified 
by the Parliamentarian after each ballot and then 
announced by the Bishop.  All of your votes will 
remain private. 

We will use the Halls B and C for the Laity 
Session and the Grand Ballroom (located on the 
fourth floor) for the Clergy Session. You can pick 
up your handset when you arrive for Annual 
Conference outside these two locations and you 
will be responsible for it until adjournment on 

Saturday.  You will need your nametag in order 
to receive a voting handset.  

Since electronic voting is new to some del-
egates, we’ll start the meeting off with “test votes” 
to get everyone comfortable with the procedure. 
For delegate voting, you will be required to enter 
each candidate’s voting code individually and 
then press Send. A worksheet has been provided 
for you on page 13 of this Voting Guide. By hav-
ing these numbers already written down, you 
will merely need to transfer these codes when 
prompted by the Bishop.  You will have 30 sec-
onds to enter each number.  When the final 30 
second interval is over, the Bishop will announce 
that the vote is complete.  After tabulation, he 
will announce the results.

Every vote taken throughout each session of 
the Conference will be conducted using electron-
ic voting.  Each time, you’ll have 30 seconds, or a 
longer period, at the discretion of the Bishop to 
convey your vote. If you don’t want to participate 
in a particular vote, don’t push any buttons dur-
ing the 30 second voting interval; if you make a 
mistake in voting, simply vote again.  The system 
will tabulate the last vote that you enter.  

If you inadvertently turn your handset off by 
pushing the power button in its lower-right cor-
ner; push this button again to turn your handset 
back on. Pushing any of your handset’s other 
buttons will have no effect and will be treated as 
invalid.

When you leave the general session each day 
take your handset with you. You will be respon-
sible for it until adjournment on Saturday. 

Every handset will be tested before each 
session, so the probability of a handset failing is 
very low. That said, if pushing your handset’s 1 
button or 2 button during 
a vote does not produce 
the word “Received” on 
its display to confirm 
that your vote has been 
tabulated, please go to 
the Electronic Voting 
Help Desk in the rear of 
the hall; you’ll be issued 
a new handset. We don’t 
expect this to happen, 
but are prepared for this 
eventuality. 

If you’re wondering 
how much radio energy is 
used by a handset to con-
vey your vote wirelessly, 
it uses half the power of 
a typical cell phone, and 
transmits for only a brief 
instant after you vote by 
pushing the 1 button or 
the 2 button, using the 
same frequencies as Wi-Fi wireless internet ac-
cess. 

If you have any questions regarding the 
electronic voting systems or procedures, please 
visit the Electronic Voting Help Desk in the Halls 
B and C and in the Grand Ballroom.   Those 
individuals will be happy to assist you.
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VOTING GUIDE - laity Bios

ABEL

BLACK

BARNES

BELL

BOEHM

BONNIE ABEL ����������������� (#2001)
EMAIL: bca_23@hotmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: O’Fallon First UMC; 
1994

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Annual Conference 
Delegate at Large, Annual Conference Youth Delegate, 
Now Committee Chairperson, Ad Council Member

EXPERIENCE: Background in Social Work, Church 
Administration and UMC District Administration.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I am gifted in the areas of 
Administration, Mercy and Hospitality.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: Greetings in the name of our 
Lord and Savior! My name is Bonnie Abel and I am 
humbly applying to be a laity candidate for the 2020 
General Conference Sessions. I am blessed in life to 
be a mother of my beautiful 3-year-old son Micah and 
my nine-year-old fur-baby Jude. I have a Bachelor’s in 
Social Work from Greenville College and a Master’s 
in Intercultural Studies from Asbury Theological 
Seminary.  I am a seminary student at Eden Theological 
Seminary where I am just finishing up my first year in 
the M.DIV... program.  I am an employee of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference at the Mississippi River District 
office as the Administrative Assistant to the District 
Superintendent. I love my family; I love to learn; and I 
love my church family! I made the decision to apply to 
be a laity candidate for the General Conference following 
attendance of the Special Sessions of the General 
Conference that was held in St. Louis in February of this 
year. My heart calls for compassion, grace and mercy 
as we work together towards the future of the United 
Methodist Church.

CLARKE BARNES ������������ (#2002)
EMAIL: cbarnes_advocate@msn.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Rock Island First 
UMC; 1973

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: I started teaching 
Sunday School, and became active with Youth Fellowship 
in 1973. Initially serving Youth in Rock Island' First 
Methodist Church and eventually moved to adult classes. 
I was Chairman of the Administrative Board in 1979 
when our family moved to Geneseo, IL.  I served on 
administrative committees at both Methodist Churches 
to include Chairman of Administrative Council, Staff 
Parish Council, Finance, Education, and served 16 years 
as delegate to the IGRC while at Grace UMC. 

Experience: I served as a Lay Speaker for more than 10 
years.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I believe the Lord has granted 
me the gift of teaching, but also endowed me with 
gifts of the spirit - love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  My 
passion is to help people find Jesus and to serve Him 
daily.

OTHER: I completed my formal education with a Juris 
Doctor Degree earned at the University of Iowa.  I served 
5 years on active duty in the United States Marine Corps 
including 13 months in Vietnam in 1968-1969, followed 
by 25 years in the USMC Reserve. The last 12 years I 
served as a General Court-Martial Judge and Judge 
of the Navy-Marine Corps Court of Military Appeals 
... In 1972 I began my career as a lawyer in Illinois. 
That included courtroom advocacy as a prosecutor 
then public defender in Rock Island County. My next 
challenge was serving as a Judge of the 14th Judicial 
Circuit from 1976 to 2000...I was recalled by the Illinois 
Supreme Court to again serve as a Circuit Judge in 
Rockford in the 17th Judicial Circuit in 2008 & 2009. 
In 2002 I was certified as a Veterans Service Officer and 
have stayed busy representing veterans "pro bono" in 
their quest for VA compensation and pension to the 
present day

PERSONAL STATEMENT: I am very concerned about 
the Methodist Church remaining true to its Wesleyan 
history, roots and teaching. I would uphold the list of 
Chargeable Offenses listed in Paragraph 2702 published 
in the 2016 Book of Discipline of the United Methodist 
Church.

HUNTER BARNETT ���������� (#2003)
EMAIL: hbarnett997@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Pinckneyville UMC; 
2009

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: xx

EXPERIENCE: Annual Conference, Mission Trips, 
Preaching

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Communication skills and work 
ethic

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: xx

DAVID BELL �������������������� (#2004)
EMAIL: bell.davidhb17@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: New Bethel UMC; 
May 2008

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Annual Conference 
At Large Delegate, Administrative Council Member 
at Member Church, Youth Group Leadership, Wesley 
Foundation Leadership Team during College, President 
of Social Group in College.

EXPERIENCE: I have served as a delegate to annual 
conference for the previous 10 years. I have served 
as a delegate to another organization's international 
conferences as well. I have a deep understanding 
of Robert's Rules of Order, due to leading a social 
organization in college.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Gifts - Strong Speaker, social 
attitude, and disposition, discussion and debate in a 
respectful setting. Passions - Ministry of the Methodist 
Church and IGRC, parliamentary procedure

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: Hello and God’s Peace. I have 
grown up in the Methodist Church and the situation 
before the UMC now has left me saddened and broken 
hearted. Too often, in the last few years, we have seen 
personal agendas take precedence over representing the 
district that the delegate is from and this only leads to 
more arguments and more hurt on all sides. Therefore, 
I am running for the delegation to 2020 to change that 
and truly represent the Laity of the IGRC at the meeting. 
I want to do my best, while working alongside my fellow 
delegates, to fully represent the values and standards 
that you all want to uphold. If elected I will hold open 
discussions around the conference with lay members 
from all districts in order to better understand what 
the laity wishes to see at General Conference 2020. In 
essence I aim to sacrifice my own personal beliefs to 
instead make sure that my representation is only for 
the Laity of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference and 
not a personal political agenda or bias. If elected I will 
be a voice not for myself but for the entirety of the laity 
within the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.

PAUL BLACK ������������������ (#2005)
EMAIL: PBlack3012@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Springfield Jerome 
UMC; July 2002

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: IGRC Director of 
Communication Ministries, 2006-present, Assistant 
to the Bishop, 1997-2006, Delegate to General and 
Jurisdictional Conference, 2004, 2008, 2012, Lay supply 
pastor to small churches throughout the IGRC, 1983-
2016, President, Beulah Holiness Camp Association, 
2004-2006

EXPERIENCE: Congressional Staff Assistant for five 
years; news reporter for 11 years; working in public 
government administration for four years. These skills 
have developed in following fast-moving legislation, 
being able to synthesize a lot of verbiage into the 
essential parts and being able to cast informed votes on 
the issues that emerge at General Conference.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: My passion in centered on the 
unique giftedness that God has given to every person. 
Much of my ministry has been equipping local churches 
with news, information and resources aimed at assisting 
them in their disciple-making task

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: I am running again because I 
feel my gifts and skills can be used effectively to address 
the issues facing the Church. The Church has a crisis of 
trust. As a result, every idea offered by one side or the 
other is viewed with skepticism and at worst, cynicism. 
I have seen the church become tribal, in that we only 
congregate with people that think like us and look like 
us. We receive a confirmation bias. Social media has 
only accelerated the problem. Holiness, when taken to 
an extreme, becomes legalism (that is, the solution is 
centered in legislation and litigation. Likewise, when 
things like covenant are quickly dismissed, chaos 
ensues. Both become distractions to the core mission 
of peace-making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. I offer myself as a voice for 
finding common ground, guided by Jesus’ High Priestly 
Prayer “that all may be one.” (John 17). Should General 
Conference deal with legislation, I have experience. If 
we are bold enough to see visions and dream dreams 
and chart a new course for Methodism, I think my 
experience in the church as well as outside the church 
can provide a thoughtful and reasoned voice.

E� ALLAN BOEHM ������������ (#2006)
EMAIL: eaboehm@aol.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Champaign First 
UMC; 1954

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Board of Trustee and 
Pastor/Parish Com

EXPERIENCE: 2 years as director of transportation

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: xx

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: I believe the church is a 
democracy and should be governed by a representative 
form of governance. I would like to represent the 
majority of the church membership.

JULIE BOESEN HIGGINS ��� (#2007)
EMAIL: ja.se.higgins@icloud.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Hope UMC; Fall 2001

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: I have been actively 
involved in the United Methodist Church since I was 
a young girl. Following my confirmation in Spring of 
2001, I became a leader in my church in many ways. I 
have led worship as lay leader, provided special music, 
and participated in plays, community caroling, and 
food drive collection. I have actively volunteered with 
many local and nationwide groups including soup 
kitchens, re-sale shops, and Habitat for Humanity. I have 
participated in and been a part of the leadership team for 
many mission trips, including college mission trips with 
Habitat for Humanity. I was a member of the Leadership 
Team of the ISU Wesley Foundation from 2008-2011. 
As a part of ISU Wesley, we went on a spiritual retreat 
to England to retrace the steps of John Wesley and 
Wesleyan Heritage. I have continued my participation 
and leadership within a faith community as I have begun 
my career and started my family. I am an active member, 
small group leader, and the Director of Operations of 
Hope United Methodist Church. As the Director of 
Operations, I am responsible for all communications, 
including our social media pages, designing our 
website, our newsletters, bulletins, and emails, and 
community outreach. I am the Administrative Assistant 
of IGRC for Unity. IGRC for Unity is a group of United 
Methodist clergy and lay people, primarily in the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference, who believe that our 
United Methodist family needs the diversity of our 
ideas united under the big-tent of God’s gracious love. 
We are working to foster conversations, relationships, 
and actions to build up one another and find a way 
to stay together in midst of our differences. As the 
Administrative Assistant, I am responsible for our web 
design, social media pages, emails, communications, and 
branding/messaging. I strongly believe in the Unity of 
the United Methodist Church, specifically in IGRC, and 
am proud to be a part of such a loving community.

EXPERIENCE: I have always had a passion for building 
community and caring for others. Growing up, I would 
often be found “teaching” my sister or friends, helping 
them learn and grow as we played together. That passion 
has grown as I pursued my undergraduate and master’s 
degree in Music Education. As a teacher, I strongly 

BOESEN HIGGINS
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VOTING GUIDE - laity Bios
believe in the education of the whole child; my job 
as an educator is to help the students reach their true 
potential, not only as a musician in my classroom but 
as an incredibly amazing individual learning to lead a 
Christ-centered life. I am always seeking new ways to 
become a better person and educator. I have initiated 
and led committees in my district including: a Standards 
Based Reporting report card creation committee for 
elementary band, a committee that evaluated our current 
method book, and a band curriculum committee.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I am passionate about music, 
family, faith and fellowship around the table. I started 
playing piano at the age of 4 and joined band in 4th 
grade. Once I joined band, I never left – I am now a 
band director and love teaching others about the power 
and beauty of music. My favorite days are filled with 
time playing with my boys, Erik (3) and Brendan (1), 
watching them grow and learn from the world around 
them. We often find ourselves in the kitchen, bonding as 
a family, as we make dinner, bake cupcakes, or decorate 
cookies. While it may make a (giant) mess at times, it is 
so fun to see them experience and enjoy life.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: I grew up in many United 
Methodist Churches all over Illinois. Each church was 
incredibly different and unique, but they all had one 
exceptionally unifying characteristic; every church I 
attended believes in God’s limitless grace, Jesus’ ultimate 
sacrifice, and sharing Their love with everyone. I am a 
proud PK; Pastor Kevin Boesen is my dad. I grew up in 
a church that would love anyone that walked through 
its doors, a church that did not believe in judging others 
but in showing Jesus’ love to all. I grew up in a church 
that stood, and still stands, on the foundation of God’s 
grace and love. I am committed to the missions of the 
global UMC, its uniqueness and diversity, and how 
every gift fits into the Body of Christ. As a mother of 
two young boys, I want them to experience the church 
I know, a church that will love and teach them of God’s 
unconditional love and to become disciples of Jesus 
Christ. Growing up in the UMC, I have learned the 
value of maintaining and growing in relationship with 
God through personal growth, conversation, prayer, and 
ministry. I am passionate about sharing God’s love and 
grace with everyone.

JOHN COOPER ���������������� (#2008)
EMAIL: johncooper6822@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Hillsboro UMC; 1978

Relevant Leadership Roles: Chairman of Hillsboro Staff 
Relations, Co-Chair of NOW team with my wife Peggy, 
Member of Good Shepherd PPRC, Father of three and 
grandfather of three, Retired Major from IDOC May 
2018, Coached boys and girls basketball Hillsboro 
School District (2 trips to state championship), Radio 
announcer WSMI 106.1, Instructor for Lake Land 
College

EXPERIENCE: Attendee of United Methodist churches 
since 1967, son of the late Reverend “Bill” Cooper, 
member of UMC since 1978, experienced Holy Spirit 
1981, graduate of Wesclin High School, Trenton IL. 
In 1985, graduate of McKendree University in 1990, 
began career with IDOC IN 1992, committed my life to 
Christ in 2001, became member of Hillsboro UMC in 
2010, retired IDOC in 2018 after working as Counselor, 
Officer, Sergeant, Lieutenant, and Major

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Leader, Teacher, Motivator, 
Compassionate, Communicator, Counselor, Unifier

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: I can fondly remember 
attending Pleasant Grove UMC with my grandmother 
as a boy and feeling the excitement as churches enjoyed 
becoming “United Methodists”. During that time my 
dad the late Rev. Bill Cooper made a commitment to 
become a UMC pastor and I was drafted into the service 
of preacher’s kid. In the fall of 2001, I got on my knee, 
committed my life to doing Christ's  will and not my 
own. Christ began putting me in places where I could 
begin the learning process of being an effective Leader, 
teacher, motivator, and communicator. There have been 
many difficult experiences where He has conquered my 
fears and weaknesses and has shown me that through 
Him many things are possible. Christ has prepared me 
for this moment in order that I might help bring unity 

and a spirit of healing to the UMC at a time when it is so 
greatly needed. Many members in the UMC remember 
the excitement following the formation of the new 
denomination in 1968. I pray that we can gain back that 
excitement, open our hearts to those who are suffering, 
and through the UMC, lead many to Christ in the future!

STEVEN DAVIS ���������������� (#2009)
EMAIL: shiresteve@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Elmwood UMC; 1964 

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Spoon River District Lay 
Leader, conference delegate, servant, & maker of coffee

EXPERIENCE: I grew up on a farm and in a small country 
church. We were doers of things. We relied on ourselves 
and our neighbors. I suppose some viewed our work 
as hard work, but it was just doing the job. I developed 
IT skills, wrote an Ag software program. I owned an 
ISP and acquired some network knowledge. I have 
always been active in the United Methodist Church in 
Smithshire and since 1998 in Elmwood. I am a person 
who wants to be a part of making on Earth as in Heaven 
a fulfilled statement.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I have an ability to learn things. 
I am an empathetic and passionate person but try to 
restrain myself. I believe respect for each God created 
soul is the key to transforming our world. I possess a 
wide array of mediocre talents singing, writing, IT, and 
carpentry. I believe the United Methodist Church should 
be the unifying force to preserve all of God's Creation 
and make Spirit manifest in the world.

OTHER: Coffee addict (grind whole beans only), Star 
Trek lover, history, Civil War buff, hiker of national 
parks -- My occupational roles have required me to be a 
resolver of conflicts and frustrations. In my IT jobs and 
as an assessment official I have learned to listen first, 
then react.

PERSONAL STATEMENT: I am heartbroken over the 
schism we have created. We must turn from blame to 
solution. I have always believed the United Methodist 
Church was an organization to be a united voice for a 
moral world. We were out front in bringing science and 
Spirit in unity. We were the actuators of God presence 
in the world. I am resolved to being of one voice in the 
current world, although like a choir we all sing our part. 
The fullest harmonies are heard when everyone does 
their part well. I try to start my prayers with gratitude 
and to listen. I try to avoid petition; I believe God knows 
my needs more than I do. I must be grateful for my 
church family, the community I lived in, my wife, and 
sons. In a world of ills, I would be remiss not be grateful 
for health and strength. I think Jesus gave us the two 
greatest commandments and all our theology must 
descend from these starting points. May all of you find 
the blessings in your life and may we all continue our 
walk with Jesus.

ANNA FENDER ���������������� (#2010)
EMAIL: anna.cara238@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Jacksonville Grace; 
May 2013

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Co-Chair of the 
Conference Committee on Youth Ministry, member of 
the NOW Conference Youth Retreat planning team, 
formerly a member of the YAR planning team, Co-
President of Ohio Wesleyan University’s Methodist 
Student Movement

EXPERIENCE: Lay Delegate to Annual Conference (2014-
2017; 2019)

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Double majoring in Comparative 
Literature and Social Justice with a minor in Women 
and Gender Studies. Top 5 Strengths from the Clifton 
Strengthsfinder: Input, Empathy, Individualization, 
Intellection, and Harmony. I am passionate about Social 
Justice, issues affecting PKs, the Unity of the United 
Methodist Church, and searching for solutions to the 
issues that divide our church and our world.

OTHER: Being raised by two United Methodist Clergy 
and 4+ UM congregations has led me to have a unique 
understanding of the issues and strengths of the United 
Methodist Church.

Personal Statement: Growing up as the daughter of 

an Elder and a Deacon on Conference staff, I had the 
unique experience of learning about the structure 
and issues that exist within the UMC. I have also 
learned that, at our best, we are a diverse and inclusive 
denomination. We have members from many different 
nations, generations, political ideologies, socioeconomic 
backgrounds, gender identities, and sexual orientations. 
This community represents the diversity of the people 
God created. While we are each unique, I believe that 
what unites us is more important than what separates 
us. Each of us is a beloved child of God. The United 
Methodist Church draws its strength from the diversity 
of its people.            As our world becomes increasingly 
divided, I believe the one place in society people should 
be able to turn to for unity and acceptance is the church. 
I want to be a delegate to General Conference because I 
stand between Millennials and Gen Z and I am part of 
the church of the future and right now. I want to help 
decide what our future will look like. I would be honored 
to be in this conversation, and I believe my generation 
deserves the chance to participate.

THOMAS FINLEY ������������� (#2011)
EMAIL: TomLFinley@aol.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Edwardsville St. John’s 
UMC; Sept. 2006

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: IGRC Lay Delegate 3 
years, Certified Lay Servant since 2009, Church Finance 
Council -3 terms, Assistant Treasurer-St John's, Lay 
Leadership Committee-3 years, Chair of Worship-4 
years, member 10 years, Jr UMY Sunday School Asst. 
Teacher-2 years

EXPERIENCE: I have a wide variety of church leadership 
experience as noted in leadership roles.  In my 
professional career, I am in front of people presenting 
and speaking every day.  

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Prayer Warrior, Gift of 
Hospitality, Gift of Service, Helping people grow in their 
relationship with Jesus Christ, creating opportunities 
for fellowship and building relationships among 
congregation members, singing in choir

OTHER: Homeowner's Association President for 10 
years, Certified Public Accountant and Senior Auditor, 
Department of Defense

PERSONAL STATEMENT: I have been a United Methodist 
for over 12 years and love our denomination!  The 
nature of our connection needs to be emphasized as an 
advantage.  How many wonderful Methodists are you 
pleased to know outside your local church, conference, 
country and world?  We are blessed with a rich heritage 
of grounded faith, great service and justice ministries, 
and people passionate in wanting to share their faith 
in Christ for the transformation of the world.  As such, 
we have a bright future and our best days need not be 
behind us. I was confirmed in 8th grade in the Free 
Methodist Church and attempt to serve God with the 
gifts He has given me.  While the United Methodist 
Church faces many challenges, we are all doing good 
work in our local churches and need to not lose sight of 
the bigger picture. God is in control, and His church will 
grow and prosper, if His people are obedient, pray, and 
faint not.  My extensive experience in the local church 
and as a professional accountant would serve me well 
in representing the great laity of our conference.  It is a 
privilege to serve Jesus!

RACHEL FREDERICK ������� (#2012)
EMAIL: rachelfred123@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Sumner UMC; 2004

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Kaskaskia River District 
- 2018-2019 District Revival Ministry Team, 2017-2018 
District Ministry Team, 2018 District Youth Coordinator

EXPERIENCE: I have been a delegate to the Annual 
Conference from either my local church or the district 
since 2011 (Kentucky Conference 2011-2016, IGRC 
2017-2019).

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Youth, children, worship through 
music, young adult ministry, evangelism, community 
outreach, feeding the hungry, mental health ministries. 

OTHER: I am passionate about sharing Jesus.

Personal Statement: I believe we as the United Methodist 
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VOTING GUIDE - laity Bios
Church are at a crossroads. My heart longs for all of us 
as a church to remember who we are as a church body: 
we are followers of Christ called to reach out to the 
lost and broken by sharing God's love. Sharing God's 
love through the gospel requires a strong commitment 
and dedication to Christ while caring for the needs of 
others. I want to be a delegate who is transparent and 
willing to listen to the hearts and the hurts of those I 
would represent. I believe through strong prayer and a 
willingness to trust the Lord our best days are ahead of 
us, not behind us. As a mental health therapist, I have 
dedicated my life to helping persons and groups rise 
above their difficulties and distress as well as their hurts 
and hardships to become more whole and transformed 
versions of whom God has made them be. Jesus can do 
the same with our beloved church. Pray for me as I pray 
for you.

REN’EE GAGE ����������������� (#2013)
EMAIL: reneewumc@sbcglobal.net

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Canton Wesley UMC; 
May 2003

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: I have been an active 
staff member of Wesley UMC of Canton for the last 71/2 
years. I served as the Children's Director for 4 years until 
transitioning into a new position at Wesley.  I presently 
fill the role as Director of Nurturing Ministries. I have 
served on the United Way Board, the Red Cross Board, 
the K.A.R.E. Board and the YWCA Board. I currently 
serve as a member of the IGRC Board of African 
University.

EXPERIENCE: I was involved with our after-school 
program and VBS for 15 years as a volunteer at Wesley 
UMC. I have experienced 2 trips to Liberia and have 
traveled to the African University in Zimbabwe.

Gifts and Passions: I have a passion for supporting the 
trust and belief of my Christian brothers and sisters 
globally. I am a task-oriented person that is driven by my 
heart. I am sensitive to the physical needs of many and 
am personally strengthened by their passionate trust and 
belief in the love of our Heavenly Father!

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: (248) Who am I? I felt the 
calling to be used in ministry in the middle part of my 
life very unexpectedly. My husband and I had owned 
and operated a business for 15 years until his retirement 
in 2012. So, I thought now what! God how ever had a 
plan and opened an unexpected door in ministry for 
me and so my journey began. We changed our mission 
statement at Wesley last year to say, “To love God with 
all your heart and love the world as Jesus does.”  This 
statement couldn’t be any truer to my faith and to how 
I feel. I have been given the blessing and opportunity to 
build very close relationships with my Liberian friends 
whom I consider to be my family.  I have felt and seen 
the pain and suffering of a third world country in need.  
I have traveled to Liberia twice and I am planning to 
return back in 2020 hosting a team.  God has given me a 
voice to be heard and to make a difference. I have given 
serious thought to what it means to serve as a delegate 
on the UMC Conference Committee if chosen. It means 
to stand / true to what is scriptural and to what you 
believe and know is right. To hear the voice of reason 
when in doubt and listen for God’s voice to guide you. If 
chosen I will serve as a delegate to the best of my ability 
serving His kingdom.

BRITTNEY GILLELAND ����� (#2014)
EMAIL: brittney.gilleland@garrett.edu

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Edwardsville 
Immanuel UMC; Spring 1997

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Student chaplain at 
Greenville University in Greenville, Illinois; Thursday 
evening worship executive staff at Greenville University 
in Greenville, Illinois; student pastor at Immanuel UMC 
in Edwardsville, Illinois; student pastor at Ravenswood 
Fellowship UMC in Ravenswood, Illinois.

EXPERIENCE: I have been a member of the UMC since I 
was 5 years old. I’ve sat on several committees over the 
past 10 years including SPPRC, financial, and trustees. 
Along with local church responsibilities I have been 
attending annual conference for years now. Most of 

the time as a voting delegate, but as a lover of doctrine, 
polity and order, I have attended conference as a guest 
when there wasn’t an open position for me to be a voting 
member. Along with my love for the local church, I 
have a deep passion for the episcopal leadership and the 
higher workings within the United Methodist Church. 
Because of this passion, I have been sent by my home 
congregation to gain a higher education at Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary to chase a dream of 
following a calling that will eventually lead me into the 
full connection of ordained clergy.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I have been preaching since I was 
12 years old and have fallen in love with the pulpit and 
the transformation that the communion table holds for 
all people. I deeply see my role as a seminary student as 
one that will transform the future of the church and the 
church of today. This is a driving passion and devotion 
to finish my seminary coursework to continue on in 
the process towards commissioning and eventually 
ordination. I am gifted in ways that create space for 
children and youth to exist in our churches. Creating 
sustainable and positive spaces for the youngest among 
us to experience transformation that comes from 
knowing Jesus. I deeply believe in the inclusion of all 
persons into the full connection of elders and deacons 
within the United Methodist Church. Along with those 
who seek to lead within our churches, I believe it is 
important for us to extend our hand to those who are of 
different races, ethnicities, sexual orientation or gender 
expressions. This has been a passion of mine that has 
only developed and flourished since being in seminary.

OTHER: As a seminary student, I watched with an 
anxious heart the decisions that were made at special 
general conference 2019. My best friends and I were 
gathered around an iPad in our kitchen as we made 
dinner together. As the rulings were announced, we held 
on to one another as we wept for the church that has 
sent us to seminary. These tears have been used to fuel 
my passion to see the unity within my beloved United 
Methodist Church. As I have spent time in prayer and 
reflection alone and with my community, I deeply feel 
moved to represent my conference at the 2020 General 
Conference.

PERSONAL STATEMENT: My name is Brittney Gilleland 
and I am a third-year seminary student at Garrett-
Evangelical in Evanston, Illinois. I have grown up in the 
United Methodist Church and have been discerning 
a call since I first stepped into the pulpit at age 12. I 
love the UMC and have felt a sense of responsibility to 
respond to Special General Conference 2019. I have 
prayed and reflected with mentors, professors and 
colleagues and have felt a desire to represent IGRC 
in the next General Conference in 2020. God is not 
finished with the United Methodist Church. I hope 
to be a part of keeping hearts strangely warmed and 
seeking unity within the United Methodist Church. As 
I have learned more about the polity and doctrine of 
The United Methodist Church in seminary, I have only 
fallen more in love with the church that has raised me. 
I am hopeful that as we continue to find a way forward 
as a denomination, we will rest in the fact that we are 
all children of God and The Spirit is leading us into the 
future.

PAMELA 
HAMMOND-MCDAVID ������ (#2015)
EMAIL: Pkhmcdavid@yahoo.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Springfield Grace 
UMC; 1960

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Local Church: Liturgist, 
Member Pastor Parish Relations '14, Chairperson 
Finance '16, Chairperson Administrative Council '19. 
Conference: Chairperson Higher Education and Campus 
Ministry '04; Commission on Religion and Race '12, 
Nominations Committee '16; Vice Chairperson Sessions 
Committee' 16; UMW Conference Education and 
Interpretation Mission Coordinator; Board member 
Cunningham Children's Home. General Church: 
Board Member, General Commission on Religion and 
Race '04-'08.  I also served on the IGRC Episcopacy 
Committee '03, Ethnic Local Church Concerns 
Committee, Bishop's Taskforce on Cross Cultural/Cross 
Racial Appointments and the District Committee of the 
District Superintendent.

EXPERIENCE: I believe the positions I’ve held served 
to develop me into a skilled Servant Leader. I have 
gained tremendous insight into the operational aspects 
of the Church, as well as, gained an understanding of 
church polity. I currently chair the NCJ Commission 
on Religion and Race and was a GCOSRW/GCORR 
monitor for Global Ministries Legislative Committee at 
the 2012 General Conference. I've served as Lay Delegate 
to Annual Conference for multiple years and was elected 
to serve as an IGRC jurisdictional delegate in '08.  This 
year I served as a Hospitality Volunteer at the Special 
Session GC'19.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Conducted educational and 
informational programs on cultural competency. I 
work with groups around social, racial and economic 
justice issues. My skill set includes communication 
skills - active, empathetic listener and sound oral skills 
developing through public speaking and conducting 
workshops. Results oriented administrator.

OTHER: I've earned advanced degrees from Southern 
Illinois University. Received the Francis Asbury Award 
'06.  Sangamon County Voter Registrar; Hearing Panel 
Member-Attorney Registration and Disciplinary 
Board. My interest and love of travel has motivated 
me to visit countries in Asia, Africa, Europe and 
Canada. This exposure to varied cultures and 30+ years’ 
experience working in the university setting has offered 
opportunities for extensive exposure to international 
students which has broadened my worldview.

PERSONAL STATEMENT: My religious training and 
spiritual journey has been formulated through my 
membership and connection in the United Methodist 
Church. Indeed, the UMC has nurtured, often inspired, 
as well as, challenged me; but most of all the Church 
has consistently taught me to LOVE.  Love my Lord, 
my neighbor and serve others in and with LOVE. As 
a retired university administrator and counselor, I 
possess the requisite communication skills to engage 
and encourage personal growth. That's to say, I'm versed 
in and committed to Holy Conversations that provide 
an opportunity for each of us to have voice. Indeed, the 
past 10 years has been devoted to cultural competency 
training across our conference. My international 
experiences have afforded an additional, first-hand lens 
to enrich these cross-cultural discussions. Moreover, 
UMW has added depth and dimension to the discussion 
of justice issues we face as Methodists.  I humbly ask for 
your support to serve as a 2020 Delegate on the IGRC 
team.  I come to the task with the skills, temperament, 
experience and patience to be an integral member of 
the delegation. I commit to reading and understanding 
the conference materials, listening and discerning the 
essence of the concern and to prayerfully vote.

JULIA 
HENDERSON-KALB� ��������� (#2016)
EMAIL: Juliah94@aol.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: St. John’s UMC; 1990

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Stephen Minister 
(2003-2005), Education Committee Chairperson 
(2006-2008), Children and Family Ministry Team 
Chairperson (2008-2014), Blessing Bags Coordinator 
(2014-2016), JustPeace Liaison (2017-2018), Children 
and Family Ministry Team Member (2014-2017), Vision 
Team Committee Member (2018-Present), Youth Team 
Member (2017-Present).

EXPERIENCE: The most recent and relevant church 
experience I have is as a JustPeace Liaison. When our 
local church was in turmoil over a variety of issues, 
I agreed to be a member of the team whose job it 
was to help guide the congregation to find a peaceful 
understanding and steps towards a better future.   

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: The Spiritual Gifts Survey that I 
recently completed for my church found my gifts to be 
Administration, Service, Mercy, Teaching, Knowledge, 
and Leadership. I believe I also have a gift of creativity.

OTHER: When it comes to any topic, I feel that it is 
important to engage in respectful debate and hear all 
opinions. We may not come to an agreement, but it 
does allow for understanding and a greater potential for 
building relationships.

PERSONAL STATEMENT: The United Methodist Church 
has always been a part of my life. I was baptized as a 
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newborn at St. John’s UMC and was an active participant 
in its children and youth programs until college. When 
I moved back to Edwardsville, I again began attending 
St. John’s, becoming involved in multiple small groups 
and holding several leadership positions. My husband 
and I have raised our two daughters in the church, and 
they feel like it’s their second home. I’m an Associate 
Professor of Occupational Therapy at Saint Louis 
University where I’m the Master’s Program Coordinator 
and a member of our College Faculty Council. I have 
experience in strategic planning, curriculum redesign, 
and Robert’s Rules of Order. Through my work as an 
occupational therapist, I have had a strong focus on both 
social and occupational justice. The UMC has a long 
history of promoting social justice, and I want to be a 
part of continuing that focus into the future.  I believe 
that this includes the basic principles of loving God 
completely and loving all our neighbors as ourselves 
in order to fulfill the mission of the Church-to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world.  

ANISH HERMON �������������� (#2017)
EMAIL: ahermon@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Bloomington Hope 
UMC; 1993

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: IGRC Committee on 
Congregational Development, Director of Technology - 
Hope UMC, President of ISU Wesley Foundation Board 
of Directors

EXPERIENCE: General Conference first reserve delegate 
2019. Jurisdictional Delegate 2016. Founding member 
of Hope UMC - new church start Bloomington reaching 
millennials

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Bass Player in multiple worship 
bands; passionate concerning reaching young adults; 
Technology, Church unity

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: I was born in Chicago Illinois 
in 1979 as the oldest son of two recently immigrated 
doctors from India. My father’s family had been 
members of the Methodist church in India. My mother’s 
family is Hindu, yet my parents met in a Christian 
Medical College in Vellore, India.  After graduation they 
spent time as medical missionaries before coming to 
the US. I was raised in the Methodist Church; however, 
before completing confirmation I chose to read the 
complete Bible and Bhagavad-Gita (Hindu holy book) to 
ensure I was making an informed decision concerning 
my faith. Since that time, I have been passionate about 
finding ways to help young adults, including college 
students, connect with their faith, as well as, helping the 
Methodist church reach young adults in a method that 
is relevant to their generation. I served on the 2016/2019 
delegation and believe I have the experience and skills to 
be a great contribution to the delegation.

MEGAN HOENIG �������������� (#2018)
EMAIL: megan.hoenig@asburyseminary.edu 

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Galesburg First UMC; 
May 2008

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: I have previously served 
as a laity delegate at three annual conferences, was on the 
student leadership team at Western Illinois University's 
Wesley foundation, and served as a parish secretary at 
Good Hope UMC for two years.

EXPERIENCE: I have completed two pastoral ministry 
summer internships in the IGRC, have been involved 
in my home church and current church in Kentucky 
in multiple capacities, and have been involved with 
community development at Asbury.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I am called to pastoral ministry 
in the local church and am currently working on my M. 
Div. to be able to live out that calling in the UMC. My 
spiritual gifts include mercy, hospitality, pastoring, and 
teaching. I am passionate about sharing the gospel with 
those around me and living into what that means. I am 
passionate about developing strategies to get new and 
young people to encounter Christ and find their place 
in the church, developing systems of real relationships 
and discipleship groups within the body, and leading in 
student ministries.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: Hello! I am Megan Hoenig. I 
am 24 years old and a candidate of ordination on the 
elder track in the spoon river district. I am in my second 
year at Asbury Theological Seminary and am working on 
my Master of Divinity. I grew up in the UMC, and plan 
to continue into ministry in the IGRC upon graduation. 
My favorite parts of ministry include student ministries, 
worship, facilitating relationship development within 
the church, and providing pastoral care. I feel called to 
be a laity delegate at general conference in order to be a 
representative of my generation, and as a future leader in 
ministry.

MELINDA HUISENGA ������� (#2019)
EMAIL: melinda.huisenga@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Peoria First UMC; 
Sept. 1992

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Chair - Committee on 
Finance; Chair - Missions Committee; Chair - Church 
Council; Lay Leader; Lay Director, Illinois Heartland 
Women's Walk to Emmaus #80

EXPERIENCE: Retired accountant and deeply engaged lay 
member of the UMC, growing through worship, Bible 
study, prayer, accountability groups, mission trips and 
service within my local church. 

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: My spiritual gifts include giving, 
encouragement, helps, leadership & administration. 
My passion includes glorifying God through music and 
trying to live my life more and more aware of the Holy 
Spirit's presence to guide, direct and empower me as I go 
about my day. (This is my desire, to which I admittedly 
fall short.)

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: I've observed our church in 
turmoil over the last several years, and believe we've lost 
what it is to love one another despite our disagreements, 
which harms our witness for Christ and our ability to 
be in ministry to one another and the world. As your 
delegate, I will prayerfully seek to discern God's will for 
His church; to speak and act in a spirit of love for others, 
not as the world defines it, but as a child of God open, 
surrendered and empowered by His Spirit; and to act 
in mercy as a sinner who, saved by grace, has received 
mercy. I will pray for courage to do what is right in His 
eyes and ask all of you, whom I represent, to be in prayer 
for me in that endeavor. For without Him, I can do 
nothing.

CHRISTINA KROST ���������� (#2020)
EMAIL: christina.krost@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Neoga Grace UMC; 
2003

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCES: IGRC clergy 
spouse, IGRC Pastoral Care and Counseling committee

IGRC COSROW committee, IGRC Sessions committee, 
United Methodist Women’s Climate Justice Guide for 
North Central Jurisdiction Outreach for Faith in Place 
(IL Affiliate of Interfaith Power & Light) in central and 
southern Illinois

EXPERIENCE: Helping start clergy spouse fellowship 
groups around IGRC to support clergy spouses and 
children, Writing and building coalition to support the 
Commitment to Creation Care resolution at Annual 
Conference 2018, Monitoring IGRC for gender parity 
as part of COSROW, Connecting with and educating 
UMWs around the NCJ about UMWs Climate Justice 
priorities, including testifying at the EPA/NHTSA 
hearing on Clean Car Standards and delivering a petition 
to Ford on UMW’s behalf, Assisting to administrate 
Pastoral Care and Counseling Facebook pages, 
-Coaching IGRC churches to form green teams and have 
energy audits to save money and preserve our shared 
land, air, and water, Writing articles for The Current 
as asked to communicate the exciting work that’s 
happening in the churches of the IGRC, Doing interfaith 
outreach for a creation care nonprofit

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Advocating for women and 
children, Supporting and empowering female clergy 
and laity, Building coalitions to work together toward 
a common goal, Educating and connecting people of 

faith with  creation care resources ,Teaching people of 
faith that caring for creation is a reflection of our love of 
God and neighbor, and that our consumption habits do 
harm to others, Working to build healthy families and 
communities, Communication in written and spoken 
word to inform, encourage, and inspire

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: As female, under-40-year old, 
active lay member of the UMC I want to help shape 
the future of the denomination and the IGRC into 
something my children can be proud of and participate 
in fully. Through my work in various IGRC committees 
I’ve demonstrated my ability to work with others, 
communicate well, take leadership, and support others. I 
hope to use my gifts, graces, and experience to represent 
the laity of the IGRC at General Conference 2020.

CHRISTINE LIPPERT �������� (#2021)
EMAIL: clippert79@att.net

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Belleville Journey 
UMC; Nov. 2015

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Last winter I took over 
as children's ministries at Journey Church. I plan and set 
up weekly lessons and coordinate teachers.  In May of 
2018 I was voted lay leader of Journey Church. At that 
point I pursued classes to become a certified lay servant. 
I completed that in November. I am currently on track 
to be a certified lay speaker and minister. In October I 
volunteered to be chairperson for our hospitality and 
new member committee. I have made new training 
material and opportunities for greeters. I am also a 
member of the nurturing team and I coordinated our 
first memorial service this past December. I coordinate 
our resource center. I organize books, DVDs, and Bible 
study resources to congregants. I coordinate small group 
membership. I have planned our last two community 
events. I was worship leader for 4 months while my 
pastor was on maternity leave. In every way I stepped up 
into a leadership position for our members.

EXPERIENCE: Two years ago, I returned to college to 
finish my bachelor’s degree. I will graduate in May with 
a bachelors in Pastoral Leadership and Biblical Studies. 
During this past year I have also completed UMC classes 
to become a Certified Lay Servant. I am still attending 
classes for Certified Lay Speaker and Certified Lay 
Minister. In the fall of 2019, I enter Eden Seminary. I 
will be pursuing my Master of Divinity. It is my wish, 
if it is also God's wish, to become an ordained elder. I 
would like to lead my own congregation one day. I want 
to help fulfill God's great commission to make disciples 
of all people. I want to share God's Word with as many 
people as possible. It is my wish to reach those who are 
struggling in life and faith and to instill an excitement 
in youth for faith in God. I have done a few sermons for 
classes and start our worship each Sunday. While my 
pastor was on maternity leave, I led worship each Sunday 
and was looked at as a leader. I have been an elementary 
school secretary for 20 years and lead staff meetings and 
negotiations with our Union.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: My passion is my faith. I have a 
passion for anything that helps me to spiritually mature: 
daily devotionals, bible studies, planning youth lessons, 
leading worship...This past Sunday I presented on 
Compassion International and have 2 more churches 
to present at. I love the organization and how it helps 
children in need. I have a gift of helping others with my 
care and compassion. I am a leader and an organizer. If 
I believe something is right, I fight for it with a passion. 
I am on fire for God. I also love school. I cannot wait to 
start seminary in the fall. I love the constant learning 
through literature and better understanding of the Bible. 
I truly learn something new or understand something 
better or in a new way each year. In two weeks, I start 
and after school program in Belleville with 4th-6th grade 
girls that is about self-love and self-esteem in God's eyes.

Other: I was raised in the United Church of Christ. 
However, in 2015 my family was invited to Journey 
Church in Freeburg. It in a contemporary United 
Methodist Church. I immediately felt at home. The 
messages resonated like none I had heard before. No 
one pretended to be perfect. Everyone was real. Those 
people have become family. I absolutely love what our 
church stands for. John, Charles, Suzanna Wesley...
they all mean a great deal to me. I love seeing those 
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same teachings and methods used today. Suzanne was 
a strong, faith-based woman and mother. John and 
Charles are an inspiration. Just like John, he had faith, 
but was not spiritually mature till quite later...I felt like I 
had the same path in life. Through the Methodist church 
I am spiritually maturing like I have never been moved 
before. I am on fire for God. It cannot be quenched. I 
grow through small groups and a lay lead church. This is 
nothing I experienced in the Protestant denomination.  

OTHER: xx 

PERSONAL STATEMENT: (243) I want to be a pastor. 
I want to lead my own church. I want to share God’s 
Word. I want to serve others. I want to encourage others 
to use their gifts and talents to grow God’s church. I 
have been an elementary school secretary for 18 years. 
My school has a rate of 85% poverty. In my own way 
I have ministered to the students and families here 
for years. My job gives me a daily chance to use my 
communication and leadership skills. I am organized 
and great at planning. I take the initiative when 
something needs done or planned. My heart is on fire for 
God and for others to know what faith in God can do for 
their peace. God placed a call in my heart for ministry. 
I feel compelled to share His Word and my story to 
inspire others. Everyone in my life sees how my faith 
and spiritual journey has transformed me and my family 
and our lives. I want to grow my church and others. We 
are to make disciples. My relationship with Jesus Christ 
makes all other relationships flourish. People who look 
at my life and how I live as / Christ-like as possible ask 
me what changed. I tell them my story. They want to 
know my confidence, content and peace. It comes from 
God. I gave all aspects of my life over to God and the 
peace in that is priceless.

RON LOGSDON ���������������� (#2022)
EMAIL: Trlogsdon@me.com

CHURCH/ OF MEMBERSHIP: Chatham UMC; 1995

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Long-time annual 
conference techie; Director of Technology for nearly 10 
years. 

EXPERIENCE: xx

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: xx

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: xx

CAMILLE MCCASKILL ����� (#2023)
EMAIL: cmccask@att.net

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Trinity UMC; 1971

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Conference: Member of 
the IGRC Connectional Table, Sessions, and Accessibility 
Committees as well as the Board of Global Ministries; 
IGRC President of United Methodist Women; Lay 
member of the IGRC Annual Conference.  Community: 
Member of the Board and Executive Committee of 
Cunningham Children's Home; Vice-President of Board 
of Directors of Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House; 
and, Vice Chairman of Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville's Governance Group for the Head Start and 
Early Head Start grants. Local Church: Member Staff/
Pastor-Parish Relations Committee; Small Study Group 
Leaders; former chair of Board of Trustees and member 
of Administrative Council.    

EXPERIENCE: Certified lay servant of the United 
Methodist Church; and candidate for certified lay 
speaker of the United Methodist Church.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Administration; discernment; 
faith; knowledge; leadership and wisdom.  My passions 
are reading and learning.  These gifts and passions serve 
me well in my faith journey to put faith, hope and love 
into action.

OTHER: Camille holds a Bachelor of Science Degree and 
Master of Social Work Degree from St. Louis University; 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville retiree; over 
thirty years of experience as an educator, administrator, 
manager and workshop presenter.  

PERSONAL STATEMENT: Delegates make decisions about 
the United Methodist Church. I would deem it an honor 
to serve as one of your delegates helping to guide the 
future of our denomination making disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world; and, turning 

faith, hope and love into action for everyone as well. It 
would be a privilege to serve you with God's help.

VALERIE MOEHLE ����������� (#2024)
EMAIL: vmoehle@msandllegal.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Pekin First UMC; May 
1973

Relevant Leadership Roles: I have served as for the 
ROCKids Ministry and other leadership roles.  I 
currently serve as the coordinator for the worship 
ministry at a retirement community and as part of the 
planning team for our annual leadership Lay Leader, 
Ad Board and Finance Chair, Treasurer, Chair of the 
Intentional Faith Development Team, Coordinator 
training.

EXPERIENCE: I have been a delegate to annual 
conference and had the privilege of serving as a 
volunteer at GC2019.  I have significant experience 
in financial, legislative, policy and procedure work as 
a school board member, chair or board member of 
several community organizations and as a legal adviser 
to government entities and for-profit and not-for-profit 
organizations.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I have a passion and gift and 
for consensus building, policy and procedure in 
organizational contexts and visioning and impacting 
cultural change within an organization.  In the worship 
context I have a passion and gift for developing and 
planning an integrated worship experience that impacts 
those present in a way that is meaningful, using diverse 
ways of relating to people, such as music, liturgy, 
reading, space, art, humor, prayer, dance,  communal 
activities and responsive participation.  I take very 
seriously the planning of worship so that each piece -- 
from start to finish -- is integrated and brings a cohesive 
and transformative message to the participants.  

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: There will always be a broad 
range of issues presented at a General Conference and 
it is important that delegates come without a narrow 
agenda so that they can respond to all issues with 
wisdom and contemplation. Having attended and served 
in both large and small churches, big cities and small 
towns, integrated and not so well integrated churches, 
rich and poor, and having a heart for peoples of different 
countries and cultures, I believe that I have the ability 
to bring a perspective that sees well and honors the 
needs and views of others.  I believe in fighting for 
principal when appropriate, but in seeking consensus 
and compromise where that meets the greater good of 
the entire United Methodist Church.  I am very attentive 
to the long-term policy implications of decisions and 
the importance of consistency in policy and procedure. 
There are many churches who are seeking to do God’s 
will in the bringing of people to Christ and transforming 
the world for God’s glory.  I find that I am most at home 
in doing God’s will within the structure and polity and 
doctrines of the United Methodist Church and have 
been blessed to be a member.

SYDNEY JANE PAPPAS ���� (#2025)
EMAIL: spappas@springfieldfirst.org

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Springfield First UMC; 
2014

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Associate Student 
Life Director at Springfield First UMC, Administrative 
Specialist for the Illinois Air National Guard, Part of 
the IGRC Youth Workers Group (assisting in leadership 
development for IGRC camp) , Part of the IGRC for 
Unity Group, Part of the IGRC Collegiate Group, Lay 
Delegate for Annual Conference from the Sangamon 
River District, finishing my bachelors in Spiritual 
Formation from Lincoln Christian University.

EXPERIENCE: I have been attending the IGRC Annual 
Conference as either a guest or voting delegate since I 
was in 7th grade (2012). I am strongly passionate about 
topics within this denomination. I have been identified 
was a leader within my church. I understand clearly the 
intentions of the Annual Conference and the General 
Conference within our denomination. I have also been 
a clear voice for the United Methodist Church at the 
college I commute to. I have also been involved in the 

IGRC Camping and Retreat Ministry both as an attender 
of camps and volunteer as a camp counselor and emcee 
for Jr. HIGH NOW. I have also been in intern through 
the IGRC Intern Program.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I am passionate about the 
following MINISTRIES: youth and young adults, 
Spiritual Formation (individual's discipleship/ 
relationship with God), and Discipleship pathways, 
prayer ministries. I am also passionate about the 
following TOPICS: administration, organization, 
problem solving. The following are my GIFTS & 
STRENGTHS: discernment, prayer, futuristic, music 
(vocal), connection, administrative and organizational 
tasks.

OTHER: The United Methodist Church has allowed me 
to have an authentic relationship with God. I want to 
use my experience, gifts and passions toward my role as 
General Conference Lay Delegate.

PERSONAL STATEMENT: My name is Sydney Pappas. I 
am a member and staff person of the Springfield First 
United Methodist Church. I am passionate, motivated, 
and feel called by God to run as a Lay Delegate for 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. Many years ago, 
during an Annual Conference, Bishop Palmer addressed 
the congregation and asked anyone that feels called 
to ministry be bold and come forward to be prayed 
over. I felt the Holy Spirit prompt me to go forward. I 
was affirmed by a clergy member and lay member that 
they too felt God was speaking to me. In that moment, 
I knew something about my life was about to change 
in a powerful way. I have never turned back since. I 
have grown to be more passionate for my Church, my 
denomination. I feel called to be a voice for the people 
of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. I will represent 
the power that Jesus Christ can have in a person’s life, the 
beauty of the Holy Spirit and how He moves people, and 
finally want to represent the glory of God, our Creator, 
amongst all people. Christ has died, Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again.

PETER PAULSON ������������� (#2026)
EMAIL: ppaulson53@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Decatur Grace; Fall 
1979

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Past-Lay Leader 
Sangamon River District (8 years), Delegate to North 
Central Jurisdictional Conference (2008), Alternate 
Delegate to General Conference (2008), Lay Person 
Representative of IGRC to the "Imagine No Malaria" 
Campaign" to Sierra Leone (2010), Past-Chair 
Evangelism Committee (8 years), Past-Chair Staff Parish 
Committee, Student at Asbury Theological Seminary - 
Master of Arts in Theological Studies (Graduate in May, 
2019), Sunday school teacher (35 years), Church Choir 
member

EXPERIENCE: I have served as Delegate to the North 
Central Jurisdictional Conference (2008) and was 
Alternate Delegate to General Conference. Student 
at Asbury Theological Seminary in Master of Art in 
Theological Studies (Graduate May 2019)

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I love serving the Lord in many 
areas of the church, and where ever I am called. I am 
passionate work with others. Upon graduation from 
Asbury Theological Seminary, in May 2019, I look 
forward to getting to work in my home conference and 
throughout the United Methodist Church as a whole. 
I am a passionate, dedicated worker who become 
thoroughly educated in every facet of the work in front 
of me in order to be the best delegate as I represent the 
UMC.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: I loved traveling, at Bishop 
Gregory Palmer's behest, as Lay Member Liaison in 
the "Imagine No Malaria" Campaign to Sierra Leone in 
2010. I was able to witness, firsthand, the joy of the Lord 
in remote villages from residents who had so very little. 
It was remarkable to be part of the United Methodist 
Church in a country where the UMC is respected for the 
work that the church does on the part of its community!

JESSICA PENN ���������������� (#2027)
EMAIL: jessicapenn89@gmail.com
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CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Marshall Armstrong 
UMC; Feb 2016

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Lay Delegate to Annual 
Conference, 2018 to present; Mothers of Preschoolers 
Director at Armstrong UMC

EXPERIENCE: Clergy Spouse; Lay Delegate to Annual 
Conference

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Discernment; Hospitality; 
Administration; Discipleship; Children’s Ministry; Music 
Ministry; Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Ministry

OTHER: Married to Adam for almost 8 years; mama of 
two beautiful boys: Levi (3) and Judah (1)

PERSONAL STATEMENT: I am a young adult lay person 
who is also the spouse of a United Methodist Pastor. I 
was raised in the Baptist Church, but recently joined 
the United Methodist Church, because I have grown to 
love our Wesleyan heritage and inclusive stance toward 
women in ministry. I am grieved by how we handled 
our conflict over human sexuality at GC 2019, and feel 
that God is calling me to represent the IGRC at GC 
2020. I affirm our Book of Discipline’s current language 
concerning human sexuality, and believe that we will 
need to work together in 2020 to restructure our church 
for the future, forming a plan that allows us to faithfully 
pursue our divergent understandings of ministry, while 
still maintaining unity in our service to the world. I 
believe the greatest strengths I bring to the table are the 
ability to listen compassionately, and organizational 
abilities.

SKYLER PRZYGODA �������� (#2028)
EMAIL: skyler.nickoll@gmail.com 

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Charleston Wesley 
UMC; May 2009

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: I was one of the youth 
group leaders while in high school, I taught Youth 
Group lessons in college, I was a conference intern for 2 
summers  (at Waverly, Illinois and Urbana, Illinois), I am 
currently working as a Campus Ministry Intern during 
my gap year at Wesley Foundation at the U of I, I have 
helped lead worship since high school, I have served as a 
trustee of the church I attended while in college.

EXPERIENCE: For three summers, I was an intern in 
two different churches, leading, preaching, and teaching 
congregants of all ages; I have attended three annual 
conferences and have learned a lot about our Wesleyan 
processes; I attended GC 2019 as an audience member 
and learned a lot from younger delegates about what it’s 
like on the floor.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I am very outgoing and love to 
meet new people. I love to share about why I still love 
the church. I have a passion for being a young voice and 
leader in the church which has taught me so much. I care 
about the future of our denomination because I have 
a call to pastoral ministry which propels me to build a 
community for younger generations.

OTHER: I will be attending Vanderbilt Divinity School 
next year to earn a Master of Divinity. I am currently 
working on my candidacy and am on the Elder track.

PERSONAL STATEMENT: I am running as a lay delegate 
for General Conference 2020 because I have felt the 
need to help my church. As a young observer at General 
Conference 2019, I was shocked at how little young people 
were represented, but yet so motivated by their actions 
and love. As I talked with the young adult delegates, they 
put a passion in my heart to step up and help lead. If we 
as a denomination have an urge to grow our church, we 
must be reaching out to the young people to be leaders. 
As a young woman who is being called into ordained 
ministry, and attending divinity school in the fall, I want 
to represent my church, and the young voices I serve as a 
campus ministry intern. I would love to be part of General 
Conference 2020, to show that I am not just a future 
pastor, but that as a young person, my voice matters in 
our church. I would love help represent over 15,000 young 
people under the age of 35 who signed the statement of 
unity and support in 13 hours. I would love to serve my 
church, as a delegate to General Conference 2020.

DANA SAAL �������������������� (#2029)
EMAIL: rdsaal@sbcglobal.net

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Springfield Laurel; 
1986

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCES: At my current 
church, where I've been a member for 33 years: SPRC 
chair, two terms (for two pastor transitions); COA chair, 
one term; Covenant Group leader, two groups; strategic 
planning coordinator, twice; capital campaign committee 
member, twice; plus others I can't recall. As a life-long 
United Methodist, I have actively contributed to the life 
of each church I joined.

EXPERIENCE: My career is in association management, 
which has many parallels to church governance, 
including partnering with people of differing 
perspectives to reach consensus, leading teams of 
volunteers to accomplish goals (e.g. convention 
planning), and marketing messages to educate and 
inform members of key issues.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: My gifts are teaching, diplomacy, 
organization, and the ability to quickly assess see big 
picture issues and devise an appropriate response. My 
spiritual gifts are exhortation, mercy, and serving, with 
administration and teaching close behind. My passion is 
making and exemplifying discerning choices in all parts 
of my life to ensure that I am contributing to the health, 
growth, and sustainability of myself, my family, my 
church, my community, and our world.

OTHER: I volunteered at GC 2019 and was energized and 
moved by the experience. I would be honored to have 
the opportunity to contribute inside the rails.

PERSONAL STATEMENT: The United Methodist Church 
did not make this decision. Some United Methodists 
made the decision — and by a very slim margin. 
The majority of US representatives disagree with the 
decision. They are disappointed and hurt. The decision 
bans ordination and marriage of homosexuals. As 
unacceptable as that is, we cannot lose sight of the 
fact that it does not ban loving homosexuals and all 
LGBTQI+ people. We also must consider that the 
final vote is yet to come, following assessment of the 
plan by the Judicial Council. The world is watching, 
and disappointed progressives are the ones who 
can set the tone for how United Methodists will be 
perceived — now and following the 2020 vote. Our local 
churches and members who have lovingly welcomed 
LGBTQI+ people into their congregations have not 
changed because of this decision. We will continue to 
welcome them, expressing our radical hospitality and 
unconditional love. It is our obligation to remain with 
our churches and join our brothers and sisters in our 
beloved denomination to work through this distressing 
and uncertain time. As we process this painful decision, 
I know that God was the first one who cried.

STEVEN SCHONERT ��������� (#2030)
EMAIL: sschonert@yahoo.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Olney First UMC; 
1971

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCES: 2016 & 2019 
GC delegate, 2012 Jurisdictional Delegate, past CCFA 
board member, past Congregational Development 
board member, Church lay delegate, Church Trustee 
Chairperson, Former Church Council Chairperson, 
former Church Treasurer, Local Bank Board Member, 
former Partner in Charge of regional CPA office.

EXPERIENCE: In addition to the leadership roles, 
including being one of your 2016 GC lay delegates, I 
have been raised in and part of the Methodist Church all 
of my life.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: In addition to loving my two 
grandsons and working for my local church, I enjoy 
traveling, including my travels to Haiti, where I am 
working with Bethesda Medical Clinic, a Haitian 
medical clinic with One Mission Society, in setting up 
a new board, Healthcare in Haiti Inc.,  that will assist in 
fundraising, consultation and education.      

OTHER: I am a member of the IGR-WCA.   

PERSONAL STATEMENT: I believe in upholding 
traditional values as defined in the current Discipline.  
However, I recognize that not all view traditional values 
in the same way. We must find a way to stop arguing 
over our disagreements or our witness to the world will 
continue to suffer.  Much like when Paul and Barnabas 
disagreed and went their separate ways, it appears that 

we must go our separate ways so as not to further hurt 
our ministries.  However, I hope and will support ways 
that we can continue to share in certain ministries, such 
as UMCOR, where there is agreement as to its purpose 
and goals. I believe we must continue to support our 
global ministries and assist where the Holy Spirit is 
moving in a powerful way. We must stay relevant to 
the youth of today that is the Church tomorrow, while 
not compromising our values.   We must be a place for 
healing for those who are spiritually lost.  Left or right, 
traditional or progressive, we must continue to pray for 
peace in our Church.   Finally, we must never lose focus 
that we are a Church whose primary goal is to makes 
disciples for Jesus for the transformation of the world.

FRANKIE ANN 
SCHRIPSEMA ����������������� (#2031)
EMAIL: fschrip17@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Bradley Wesley UMC; 
Aug 2015

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCES: Children's Choir 
Leader, Confirmation Mentor, Wesley's Table Food 
Pantry Assistant Coordinator

EXPERIENCE: 2 Years of being an at large lay delegate, 
12+ years of attending annual conference, summer staff 
at Little Grassy UMC 2 summers

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Passion for advocating for the 
youth

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: I am running to be a Laity 
Delegate for the 2020 General Conference because I 
believe the youth of the United Methodist Church has 
gone underrepresented for too long. I have grown up 
within the Illinois Great Rivers Conference all my life 
as both a regular member and a pastor’s child. I have 
been able to see the great things that the church does 
for people, but I have also witnessed the church be 
discriminatory and un-Christian like as well. I love my 
church family and I love the United Methodist Church; 
it has been a key aspect of my life and will remain 
important in my life. Right now, and these past years, 
I believe the church has moved backwards, neglecting 
the youth and other minorities within the UMC. There 
is a reason churches are experiencing lower and lower 
numbers and even smaller numbers of youth. We have 
closed our hearts, have closed our minds, closed out 
doors to the rest of the world. And to see the church, you 
grew up with cast you aside as less than as well as others 
due to ignorant fear discourages me, but I will not go 
down without a fight.

EVAN SHERAR ���������������� (#2032)
EMAIL: evansherar@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Asbury UMC; Dec 
2011

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCES: Certified Lay 
Speaker in the Indiana Annual Conference, Student 
Mentor, Power House Teen Center for At-Risk Youth, 
Co-Leader of Save Our Streets Homeless Ministry, ONU 
Spiritual Life Council, Supply Pastor, Trinity UM Parish, 
Vermilion River District

EXPERIENCE: Bachelor of Arts in Biblical Studies, Olivet 
Nazarene University (class of 2017), Young Preacher at 
various National Festivals of Young Preachers, Academy 
of Preachers (class of 2012, most years since), Student 
Mentor, Southwest Indiana Power House Teen Center 
(2012-2013), Summer Guest Services Coordinator, 
Camp Indicoso (2014-2016), Certified Lay Speaker, 
Southwest District, Indiana Annual Conference (2011-
2017), Co-Leader, Save Our Streets Homeless Ministry, 
ONU Spiritual Life Council (2015-2017), Supply Pastor, 
Trinity UM Parish, Vermilion River District, IGRC 
(2017-present).

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Community outreach, building 
relationships with people in poverty, supporting mental 
and spiritual health, historical theology, biblical exegesis, 
ecumenical dialogue and shared Christian practice.

OTHER: Certified Candidate for Ordained Ministry 
(Deacon), MDiv Student at Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary
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PERSONAL STATEMENT: My name is Evan Sherar and 
I would like to be one of your delegates representing 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference in Minneapolis for 
General Conference 2020! Since I began attending a 
United Methodist church during high school, God had 
assured me over and over again through the UMC just 
how much God loves me. You have truly welcomed me 
into your family! When I moved here from Indiana to 
attend Olivet Nazarene University, I quickly found a 
loving community that completely accepted me for who 
I am at Asbury United Methodist Church in Kankakee. 
United Methodists throughout Kankakee County and 
the Vermillion River District continue to support me in 
prayer as I further my studies at Garrett-Evangelical on 
path to ordination. From hearing God’s call to ministry 
in a United Methodist camping ministry to pastoring 
three rural churches, the United Methodist Church 
has created space for God’s grace to form me into who 
I am today. My hope is that we can continue to create 
welcoming spaces like this together! I look forward to 
representing my whole United Methodist family, in all 
our diverse perspectives, at General Conference 2020.

ERIK SLINGERLAND �������� (#2033)
EMAIL: erik_slingerland@yahoo.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Bloomington Wesley-
ISU Wesley Foundation; August 2013

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCES: Various 
leadership positions throughout my time at Eureka High 
School, including Treasurer of our Student Council and 
President of our National Honor Society

Leader in Missions, Director of Discipleship, and 
Student Co-President of the ISU Wesley Foundation 
throughout my time as an undergraduate. Student 
Representative on the IGRC BHECM (2017-2018)

EXPERIENCE: AC lay representative for ISU Wesley 
Foundation for several years, IGRC Intern at the 
Prairieview Parish, pulpit supply at the Three Rivers 
Parish, intern at the ISU Wesley Foundation

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Gifts: organization, compassion, 
patience, flexibility; passions: connecting to God 
through the arts (especially music), preaching, including 
all people in the life of the church, ecumenism, 
peacemaking

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: I was born and raised in the 
United Methodist Church; the first 19 years of my life 
were spent attending Wesley UMC in Bloomington. I 
then joined the Wesley Foundation at Illinois State as 
soon as I began my classes there. During my time in 
college, I discerned a call to ministry, which brings me 
to today: I’m 24 years old and beginning my Master of 
Divinity studies at a United Methodist seminary this 
fall. As I’ve been pursuing my call, I’ve learned even 
more about the United Methodist Church. I’ve learned 
about the incredible organization that is UMCOR 
and experienced how apportionment dollars from 
throughout the denomination help young people like me 
get started in ministry. Our connections to siblings in 
Christ all over the world and the democratic nature by 
which we have organized our denomination to handle 
our differences are just two of the things I love about 
the UMC. I am passionate about the church and want 
to help the church continue for many years to come. I 
humbly ask for your vote so that young voices can have a 
say in how the church will be shaped during this crucial 
time in the church’s history.

KATHERINE SMITH ���������� (#2034)
EMAIL: smithk171@hotmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Effingham Centenary, 
April 2012

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES:  Leadership team at 
SIUC Wesley Foundation, 1 year serving on church 
council, 2 years serving on youth council

EXPERIENCE: Running worship slides and audio, camp 
photographer/counselor at Little Grassy, 3 mission trips 
to Henderson Settlement; I have also worked in the fast 
food industry and on a horse farm.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: My gifts lie in photography and 
art as well as technology and science. I am passionate 

about helping people and protecting creation.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: As a life-long United Methodist, 
I am running for election to General Conference to 
be a voice in the future of my denomination. I want 
to represent young adults and the ideas many of us 
have about the church. I am from Effingham and am I 
member of Centenary UMC. I served on the Church 
Council and went on several mission trips while in high 
school. I attended Epworth camp for 2 years and Little 
Grassy camp for 6. I also worked at Little Grassy for 2 
years as a counselor and photographer. I have worked 
on a horse farm for the past 9 years, doing nearly every 
dirty job. I also teach riding. I’ve also worked in fast 
food, where I applied my ability to think in stressful, fast 
paced environments. I love animals and I’m studying to 
be a veterinarian. I currently attend SIU-C and am part 
of the leadership team at the Wesley Foundation. I care 
deeply about my Church, in which I was born, baptized, 
confirmed and choose to be a member.

MARK SOUDERS ������������� (#2035)
EMAIL: marklsouders@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Metropolis First UMC; 
May 1968

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCES: Delegate to 
Annual Conference, 2015 to present, Sunday school 
Teacher, Lay Leader, Metropolis 1st, United Methodist 
Men's President, Metropolis 1st, Bus Ministry Leader, 
Member of Security Team (Sheep Dog), Member of 
SPRC, Ad Council and Finance, Metropolis 1st

EXPERIENCE: Massac Co. School Board President 
(2016 to present), Massac Co. Board Member (2015 to 
present), Illinois Department of Corrections Employee 
(1984-2009) --Sift Supervisor for 14 years of that time. 
Massac Co. Housing Authority (1988-1998), Massac Co. 
Fire Department Member (1984-2004)

Asst. Scout Master for Troop 101 for 10 Years, Cub 
Master for Pack 101 for 4 Years

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: I am an upbeat and positive 
person.  I want all people to know the love of Jesus.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: I love the United Methodist 
Church--having been raised in the Brookport UMC and 
now attending Metropolis First.  I've been blessed to be 
a part of a Godly family--from my dad and mom to the 
support of my Uncle, Rev. Bob Souders.  The United 
Methodist Church is my family--both literally and 
figuratively.  And I would be honored to serve the IGRC 
as a delegate to General Conference in 2020.

GENEVA STUART ������������� (#2036)
EMAIL: geneva.stuart.2001@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Port Byron UMC; 
Spring 2014

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Annual Conference 
Delegate (2018 & 2019), Counselor-in-Training (East 
Bay)

EXPERIENCE: Counselor-in-Training (East Bay), 
Chrysalis Board (2018), Nominations Committee (2018)

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Leadership, listening, advocating, 
service, creative writing, music, pursuing my dreams

OTHER: Youth Group, National Honor Society, Rotary 
Interact, Gender Sexuality Alliance (G.S.A.), Book Club, 
Writing Club, Soccer (2016), Marching Band/Pep Band/
Concert Band, Choir, Ukulele Ensemble, F.F.A., Musical/
Play, Chrysalis

PERSONAL STATEMENT:  I was brought up in the Port 
Byron First United Methodist Church and accepted as a 
member there in the spring of 2014. The following year, 
I asked to go through confirmation classes again because 
I felt I needed further understanding of what it meant 
to be a United Methodist Christian. I reaffirmed my 
faith in the Spring of 2015. I have attended more youth 
retreats than I can count, one of them being YAR which 
is currently known as NOW. It was at NOW where the 
idea of youth being the church NOW was introduced to 
me. With this new belief, I jumped at the chance to be 
a Youth Delegate to Annual Conference 2018 and 2019. 
Knowing what has occurred at Annual Conference and 

at General Conference 2019, it has spurred my desire to 
become an advocate. Not just as a voice for the youth of 
the church but also the LGBT+ community, which I am a 
part of, who are struggling and healing after the choices 
that were made. I would love to have to opportunity to 
represent IGRC and be an advocate for the church of 
NOW at the General Conference Meeting in 2020.

ANDREA STUBY �������������� (#2037)
EMAIL: andreastuby@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Main Street UMC 
Alton, IL, 1999

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCES: Past Little Grassy 
UM Camp Summer Program Manager where I worked 
with clergy and laity, including young adults, youth, 
and children, from all around our conference; certified 
candidate on the deacon track; Annual Conference 
delegate at large; children and youth ministry student 
intern

EXPERIENCE: IGRC young adult mission trip to Liberia, 
Africa where we were able to meet with young adults 
in Liberia to have fruitful conversations about each of 
our perspectives, as well as talk about our hopes for the 
future of the UMC; Mission trips to Honduras; Seminary 
graduate from a school that instilled in me to recognize 
what lens I view the world from and to learn with others 
who view the world from a lens different from my own.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Listening, Compassion, 
Children's ministry, Camping ministry, Service, Social 
justice

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: I am a young adult who was 
baptized and confirmed in the UMC. The UMC is my 
home, and the people in it, regardless of their beliefs, are 
like a family. While family doesn't always agree or want 
the same things, they are still strongly connected to one 
another. I equate this family connection to the bond 
formed through the UM connection, which is one of the 
things I love about the UMC. In many places around the 
world, people live alongside one another, despite their 
differences. I believe the UMC can also find a new way 
of living with one another. I believe that telling people 
who they can and cannot love should not be a decision 
that a faith tradition has a right to make. I do not want 
people who believe differently than me to force me to 
change my belief, nor do I want to change their belief. 
As a GC delegate, I would work towards listening and 
understanding viewpoints different from my own in 
order to create a new way of being in the world for the 
UMC, where everyone has a seat at the table, and no one 
is left out.

DEAN SUTTON ���������������� (#2038)
EMAIL: dls61244@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: East Moline Christ 
UMC; 1973

Relevant Leadership Roles: Current Team Leader 
of Adult Discipleship/Evangelism; Lifetree Cafe, an 
outreach ministry meeting in a local coffee shop; Christ's 
Peacemakers, a conflict resolution ministry.  Past Chair 
of Church Council.  Past Chair of Board of Directors of 
Churches United of the Quad Cities; Past Lay Director of 
Walk to Emmaus.

EXPERIENCE: Member of IGRC Conflict Transformation 
Team and have worked with several churches in the 
Conference to resolve conflicts.  Legal Adviser to 
churches and non-for-profits.  Served as Arbitrator for 
Institute of Christian Conciliation.  Musician in praise 
band.  Youth Worker in local church.  Volunteer attorney 
at Prairie Sta

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Spiritual Gifts are Teaching, 
Exhortation and Knowledge.  Passions are piano and 
helping the local church.

OTHER: Retired attorney after 38 years of practice   Wife 
is Darcie Sutton, 2 children and 5 grandchildren.  

PERSONAL STATEMENT: I have been a disciple of Jesus 
Christ for my entire life with some space for wandering 
during college.  I am inspired to apply for this position 
as lay delegate to General Conference by my passion 
for Christ and the local church.  I attended the 2019 
Special General Conference in St. Louis as an observer 
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and it is evident to me that the long-standing conflicts 
in the denomination will continue into the 2020 General 
Conference.   I have training and experience in handling 
individual and church conflicts.  I believe that my gifts 
and experience outlined in this application will assist our 
delegation and the Conference in remaining united.  It 
is my prayer that unity will prevail; however, if division 
comes, my experience as adviser to churches and to 
our conference as well as experience as an arbitrator of 
denominational disputes will be valuable.   

ANN WAGLE ������������������� (#2039)
EMAIL: annwagle@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Danville St. James 
UMC; 1986

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCES: Local church: 
Christian Education Chair past 6 years. Missions 
Chair previous 3 years. Small group organization and 
leadership. Worship/Music Chair; church organist 45 
years. Church staff 7 years. Education: Retired Nursing 
Administrator and Educator, I earned a PhD in Nursing 
with a minor in Adult Education at Indiana Univ. 
Research with NIH grant included development of a 
“Religiousness” tool and application of change theory. 
Professional: 15 years in Nursing Administration at 
Dept. of Veterans Affairs, including teaching for Univ. of 
Illinois College of Nursing; 15 years as Administrator at 
Danville Area Community College, School of Nursing.

EXPERIENCE: Delegate to IGRC Annual Conference, 
2018 & 2019. Observer at Jurisdictional Conference, 
2016. Hospitality Volunteer at GC2019 in St. Louis with 
a role of registration of delegates. During this time, I met 
numerous international delegates and was impressed 
by the distance they traveled and their commitment to 
long hours of preparation and transportation to meet 
with their brothers and sisters in The United Methodist 
Church. I felt a true quest for unity as they dealt with 
the matters of the GC, as well as a sense of somber 
frustration at the outcome of the Conference.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Teaching/learning, process 
analysis, acknowledging the individualism of each 
person, yet the connectedness and commonalities 
shared.

OTHER: International mission experience includes 
Liberia VIM (x2), Honduras VIM (x3), Guatemala, 
Mexico.

PERSONAL STATEMENT: As a disciple of Jesus Christ, I 
am genuinely interested in intentional faith development 
through the works of grace and individual and small 
group study. In addition, my spirit is fed through the 
global perspective of missions and service as well as 
music and worship. I believe that God’s grace is extended 
to all people and see myself as a centrist with the goal of 
inclusion and harmony within the body of Christ. The 
essence of the church is to make God’s love known to all 
people at all stages and levels of life. My prayer for the 
international and local church is that although believers 
are different and have unique needs, we will be able 
to practice our beliefs in the spirit of unity within The 
United Methodist Church.

LARRY WEBER ���������������� (#2040)
EMAIL: larryweber59@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Fairview Heights 
Christ UMC; Oct 1970

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCES: North Central 
Jurisdiction Committee on Episcopacy Bishop's 
Assessment Subcommittee Chairperson; Local Church 
Finance Committee; Local Church PPRC Chairperson: 
Local Church Administrative Council; Senior Staff 
of largest UMC in NCJ; Served on the Bishop's Path1 
Audit Team and co-author of the Reach 1,000 initiative; 
Mississippi River District Congregational Development 
Committee Chairperson; Retired Public School Supt and 
Principal

EXPERIENCE: Lay Delegate to IGRC Annual Conference; 
General Conference Delegate 2019; General Conference 
Alternate Delegate 2016; North Central Jurisdictional 
Delegate; NCJ Committee on Episcopacy; NCJ 
Committee on Episcopacy Assessment Committee 
Chairperson; IGRC Committee on Episcopacy

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Church Growth; Multi-site 

Church Development and Growth; Church Finance

OTHER: I have been married since 1970 to my high 
school sweetheart, Nancy. We are the parents of 7 adult 
children and 10 grandchildren.

PERSONAL STATEMENT: It has been my honor to serve 
the IGRC and UM General Conference as well as the 
North Central Jurisdiction. Since my retirement from 
public school administration, I have been an integral 
part of the Christ Church staff currently serving as 
the Director of Campus Development. I have been 
actively engaged in growing the congregation I have 
been a member of since 2002 as well as a leader in 
IGRC helping to grow congregations in the Mississippi 
River District through my role as chairperson of the 
Congregational Development Team for the District.

KIMBERLY WOODS ���������� (#2041)
EMAIL: kimberly.woods220@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Industry UMC; 2009

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCES: Delegate 
to General Conference (2016, 2019); Delegate to 
Jurisdictional Conference (2016); At-large lay member of 
Annual conference (multiple years); Christian Educator 
at Vermont Street UMC in Quincy; Chair of Conference 
Committee on Youth Ministry; Wesley Foundation 
leadership scholar.

EXPERIENCE: Served as at-large lay member of Annual 
conference for multiple years under various districts, 
member of IGRC Connectional Table, co-director of 
VBS at local church, youth ministry intern through 
conference and seminary, Christian Educator at 
VSUMC, graduate from Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary (M.A. in Christian Ed.)

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Youth ministry, writing, 
communications, social justice, reading, listening, 
service, sign language.

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: My relationship with the United 
Methodist Church began when I was in college, where 
I was drawn to the radical hospitality and extravagant 
generosity of the local church. I feel called to the 
ministry of the deacon, which I have been living out 
through my work with children and youth and serving 
on Connectional Table. I have a strong passion for social 
justice issues, and I strive to be a listening presence as 
well as a vocal advocate for those who may not have a 
voice at the table. Such empowerment is a vital part of 
our call to embody Christ and share God's love with 
the world. As a young adult, I have appreciated the 
opportunity to witness and be a part of the legislative 
process at multiple levels of our connection, especially 
the ways we have been able to come together for 
ministry in the midst of our differences. Through our 
connection, I have been exposed to different aspects 
of ministry, polity, and practice. I would ask for the 
opportunity to once again serve as a delegate to General 
Conference on your behalf, as we continue to seek out 
new ways of being in mission and ministry together.

RODNEY WOODWORTH ��� (#2042)
EMAIL: rodney0254.woodworth@gmail.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Champaign Faith; 
1966

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCES: Chair Worship 
Committee; Chair Outreach Committee; Lead Liturgist 
& Liturgist scheduler for Contemporary Service; Drama 
Team Lead

EXPERIENCE: I have taught Sunday School, VBS; youth 
and adult Bible studies; led adult, youth, gospel, and 
children's choirs, and contemporary and worship bands; 
served as Bible Camp counselor; served as Liturgist; 
assisted in all aspects of worship; and given message at 
services in multiple churches over 50 years.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Ministry through Drama and 
Music; reading scripture in dramatic settings; teaching 
how to read scripture for public or personal edification.

OTHER: I am a professional actor, singer, and Santa 
Claus. I provide Santa services for local not-for-profit 
agencies every year as part of my ministry and giving 
back to my community.

PERSONAL STATEMENT: I grew up in a small town and 
attended a rural United Methodist Church where I sang 
in the choirs, belonged to youth groups, studied at Bible 
camps, participated in mission trips, read scripture and 
even preached occasionally.  I felt the call on my life at a 
very early age. Throughout my life I continued to serve 
in many capacities in various local churches; during my 
military career, while pursuing a career as a professional 
actor, and most recently in my current congregation.  
I feel that my next step is to serve the church family 
and denomination as a whole by sharing my personal 
experiences and bringing my unique perspective to the 
larger church body. I would welcome the opportunity to 
be a part of our journey as we navigate the waters before 
us, bringing the Living Water that is our Lord Jesus, 
the Light and Love of the World, not only to our own 
struggling church, but also to the world.  I prayerfully 
submit this statement as a declaration of my candidacy 
for lay delegate to the General Conference.

CAROLYN YOCKEY ���������� (#2043)
EMAIL: CLPY508@aol.com

CHURCH/DATE OF MEMBERSHIP: Normal First UMC 
since May 12, 1963

RELEVANT LEADERSHIP ROLES: Past: Conference 
President of UMW, Director of Women's Division, 
Director of GBGM, Director of GBCS. Currently 
Conference Secretary of Global Ministries, local UMW 
treasurer, treasurer of NCJ UMVIM.

EXPERIENCE: General Conference Delegate 2000, 2004, 
2008, Jurisdictional Delegate 2012, alternate 1996, 2016. 
I feel I have a connection with the larger church through 
the many roles I have held.

GIFTS AND PASSIONS: Christ is the center of my life. I 
love our United Methodist Church. I lead and organize 
well. Mission to women and children is vitally important 
to me. 

OTHER: xx

PERSONAL STATEMENT: I ache as I live through the 
challenges our church shares at this point in history. 
Watching people at our special General Conference 
was very painful. I would like to do my part to enable 
us to live together with Christ as our focus. We can 
accomplish more together than we can by disagreeing. 
I would like to be an active part of moving us forward 
as a United Methodist Church, one showing love to the 
world. We need to be gathering more people to Jesus 
Christ. Many have no desire to join a group that shows 
their differences more than their love. 
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COPIERS & PRINTERS

MANAGED NETWORK

MANAGED PRINT

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY

People Driven. Technology Focused.

1846 West Jefferson
Springfield, IL 62702
217.546.1434 

www.gfidigital.com

Pro’s Elite 100 Dealer, 2011-2019

P O BOX 645, ANNA, IL 62906  
aldersgate_fcu@yahoo.com
Phone: 618-944-0817 • Fax: 888-817-8369

Marilyn Sullins, Assistant Treasurer

Loan Rates and 
Other Information:
NEW CAR RATES
2017-2019
2.50% for up to 72 months

USED CAR RATES
2013-2016
60 Months - 5.50%
54 Months - 5.00%
48 Months - 4.50%
42 Months - 4.00%

2010 – 2012
54 Months – 6.50%
48 Months – 6.00%
42 Months – 5.50%

2007 – 2009
48 Months – 7.00%
42 Months – 6.50%

2006 & Older
36 Months – 7.00%

Share Secured Loans – 3.50% Open 
end with 2% minimum payment

Line of Credit  (limit $15,000.00) 
– 7% Open end with 3% minimum 
payment

WHY CONSIDER AFCU?
• AFCU is a secure place for your 

savings
• AFCU pays above average dividends 

in today’s market
• AFCU has an excellent Life Savings 

Insurance Benefit
• AFCU shares are insured by 

The National Credit Union 
Administration

• Your investment grows while 
helping others. An increase in your 
shares increases the amount of 
money available for loans

Membership: 
• Cost of membership: $5.00
• Free membership offered  

at Annual Conference
• Reminder: Extended family 

members are eligible to join 
Aldersgate Federal Credit Union.

Pulling out all the Stops for  
the 2019 Illinois Great Rivers Conference

Piano Network of IL
The Yamaha Concert Artist Grand was provided 
by Piano Network of IL with locations in Peoria, 
Champaign, Springfield, and Effingham.  Piano 
Network of IL is the Yamaha Piano Dealer for 
Central/Southern IL.  Services provided include 
- new and used pianos, digital Clavinova pianos, 
digital stage pianos, portable keyboards, moving 
service and tuning/repair referral.

Church Organ Network of IL-IN-KY
The Allen Church Organ used for the conference 
has been provided by Church Organ Network of IL-
IN-KY for the past 15 years.  Church Organ Network 
of IL-IN-KY serves 52 counties in IL, 15 in IN, and 9 
in Western Kentucky with showrooms alongside 
Piano Network in Peoria, Champaign, Springfield, 
and Effingham. New Allen Organs, used organs, and 
repair/moving service.

Capital City Music
The Yamaha Drum Set was provided by Capital City 
Music of Springfield IL.  Capital City Music has a full 
line music store with guitars, bass, drums, amps, 
sound gear, and all sorts of accessory items.  Capital 
City Music carries many major brands including…
Fender, Martin, Taylor, Peavey, Yamaha, 
Epiphone, Jackson, and multiple accessory lines.

Representatives for information and specifications – Larry Waldhoff (IL-IN-KY Region, 217-343-1795) – Tom Booth (Peoria/Lasalle/Macomb Region, 309-337-1067) – Don Bauer 
(Peoria, 309-657-5138) -  Shay Thiele (Champaign/Bloomington/Peoria, 217-972-7320) – Matt Waldhoff (Springfield/Carbondale Region, 217-652-2790) –  Kristy Giacomini 
(Springfield/Quincy Region 217-787-7788) – Michael Campbell (Springfield/Decatur Region, 217-330-4651) – Bruce Bannister (Effingham/Evansville Region 217-342-2226) –
Tommy Kirkpatrick (Champaign/Danville Region 217-260-5233)

www.StartPianoNow.com                     www.ChurchOrganNetwork.com                      www.CapitalCityMusic.net


