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NEWS
From The Episcopal Office
NEWSNEWS
From The Episcopal Office

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

  Announcements

 Events & Announcements

Aldersgate 2014 coming to Springfield

Aldersgate Renewal Ministries (ARM) will hold its National 

Conference on Spirit-filled Living in Springfield July 17-20 at the 

Prairie Capital Convention Center.

ARM is a non-political and non-adversarial movement which is 

committed to equipping the local church to minister to the world 

in the power of the Holy Spirit. It receives not funding from The 

United Methodist Church and is a member of the Evangelical 

Council for Financial Accountability.

For more information about the conference, visit: www.alders-

gate2014.org.

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, 
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton appoints the following:

Paul Wier, to Eureka, Illinois River District, effective July 1.

Patricia Allin, to Moweaqua/Sanner Chapel,  Sangamon River District, 
effective July 1.  

Thomas Compton, to Assumption/Findlay, Sangamon River District, 
effective July 1.  

Todd Krost, to Neoga/Etna, Embarras River District,  effective July 1.

Erin E Totten, to Sunfield, Cache River District, effective July 1. 

Richard Sullins, to Greenwood, Cache River District, effective July 1.

Arthur James Francis, to Belleville Signal Hill, Mississippi River District, 
effective July 1. 

Mark Milhouse, to Bissell/Springfield Northside, Sangamon River District, 
effective July 1.

Paulette K Cott, to Athens/Cantrall, Sangamon River District, effective July 1.

Robert D Greene, to Astoria/Sheldon’s Grove, LaMoine River District, 
effective July 1.

David O Kueker, to Kinmundy/Wesley, Illinois River District, effective July 1.

Sidney E Davis, to Toulon, Illinois River District, effective July 1. 

Kathleen S Lossau, to Baltimore Washington Annual Conference, effective July 1.

Terry Westerfield to Vandalia First, Kaskaskia River District, effective July 1.

Nancy Wilson to Salem Trinity, Iuka, Cubbage Chapel, Kaskaskia River 
District, effective July 1.

Roger Grimmett to Mississippi River District Superintendent, Mississippi 
River District  effective July 1.

Scott Grulke to Embarras River District Superintendent, Embarras River 
District, effective July 1.

Rose Booker-Jones to Iroquois River District Superintendent, Iroquois  
River District, effective July 1.

Carol Lakota Eastin to Kaskaskia River District Superintendent, Kaskaskia 
River District, effective July 1.

Richard Kerr to Henry/Washburn, Illinois River District, effective July 1.

Ted J. Mitchell to Tuscola, Iroquois River District, effective July 1.

Sion Kim to Urbana Jesus Love Ministry, Iroquois River District, ¾ time, 
effective July 1. 

Charla Meyers to Browning/Sugar Grove, LaMoine River District, ¼ time, 
effective July 1.

Stephen King to Paxton, Iroquois River District, effective July 1.

Jarrett Wells to DuQuoin, Cache River District, effective July 1.

Kevin Treptow to Fountain of Life, Sangamon River District, ½ time, effec-
tive July 1.

Supply not appointed
Deborah Honegger, to Chenoa, Vermilion River District, effective July 1.

Stephanie Gail Soon, to Normal Morningstar – pianist, effective July 1. 

Roberta Robbins to Henderson/North Henderson, Spoon River District, ½ 
time, effective July 1.

Karna Peterson to Stronghurst/Carman, Spoon River District, ¾ time, 
effective July 1. 

Change of status
Larry Misfeldt to Fairfield, Spoon River District, effective July 1. Status 
moves from supply to local pastor on honorable location.

Janeen Tronc, discontinuation of appointment for local pastor, effective June 30. 

James W Reed, Notice of Discontinuation of Appointment has been ap-
proved by the Cabinet & Board of Ordained Ministry to take Medical Leave, 
effective June 1.

Nathan P Wolff, discontinuation of appointment for local pastor, effective June 30. 

William Allen, discontinuation of appointment for a local pastor, effective 
June 30. 

Kathryn Tymonko, Full Member Deacon to Transitional Leave, effective June 3. 

Julie L. Dowler, from Deacon Member of other Annual Conference to Full 
Member Deacon, effective July 1. 

Suzie Geer, discontinuation of retired clergy appointment, effective June 30.   

Steven Hartman, discontinuation of retired clergy appointment, effective June 30.

Bob Brewer, discontinuation of supply not appointed position, effective June 30. 

Tammy Horn, from Supply Pastor, not appointed to Part Time Local Pastor, 
effective May 1.

Charge realignment
Mark Smith to Colchester-Hills Grove, Spoon River District, effective July 1. 
This adds Hills Grove to the current appointment. 

NEWS From The Episcopal Office

A nagging question…for reflection
I preached the 190th Anniversary sermon for 

Rochester United Methodist Church last Sunday, 
(May 18).  It is entitled A Chosen Generation.  
Below are two excerpted paragraphs from the body 
of the sermon.  Accept my invitation to read them.  
You can also read the entire sermon on the confer-
ence website by visiting: http://www.igrc.org/blog-
postsdetail/115476.

Open your Bible and read 1 Peter 2:2:1-10, 
especially verse 9.  Unpack its meaning.  Then, ask 
yourself if you believe the conclusion of a veteran 
actor in Hollywood, namely Richard T. Jones, who 
said “God told me you are not living for you, you 
are living for me.”  Add this nagging question to 
your prayer life and Christian walk daily, “Do you 
still want to go where God leads?”  Jesus needs to 
know!!  So does the body of Christ.    

Excerpts From “A Chosen Generation”
“I read Bud McCafferty’s 2014 version of your 

church history.  It supplied me with answers re-
garding your “choseness.”  Three narratives jumped 
out at me.  First, excerpts the last two paragraphs of 
the 2014 history read:

“Rochester United Methodist Church has 
never worshipped its buildings.  They are built to 
facilitate the ministries and activities associated 
with serving God and proclaiming Jesus Christ as 
Lord…Where do we go from here?  With the rapid 
expansion of technology, and the shifting winds of 
God’s Holy Spirit, it is impossible to predict abso-
lute changes. We will go where God leads.

“Never worshipping your buildings, discerning 
where God leads and going where God leads are 

the marks of a chosen congregation.  For 190 years, 
RUMC has been called to represent God’s interests 
in the world in your locale.  Like the Christians in 
exile, you will be known by your love for God and 
neighbor.  However, denying yourself and taking 
up your cross and following Christ Jesus’ cross 
aren’t the kind of glitzy activities that draw hordes 
of people to church.  People want and need radical 
hospitality, extravagant generosity and passionate 
worship. They want a break from the hassles of life 
when they come to church.”  

And yet, the One who loves us, Christ Jesus 
himself, begs his followers to exhaust themselves 
for the “least and the lost.”  For instance, how does 
the church respond to young girls kidnapped in 
Nigeria, the disappearance of MH370, violence 
in schools or tornados wreaking havoc across the 
south and west?  Does it concern you?  How is the 
church helping people address the feverish push for 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness?  

In the olden days, we know it as “keeping up 
with the Joneses.”  How is your congregation en-
gaging in risk–taking mission like the apostle Paul?  
Paul serves his entire ministry in cross-cultural 
appointments.  Do you show all God’s people the 
lifestyle of the One who came that we might have 
life and that more abundantly?  

Following Christ means experiencing the thrill 
of Palm Sunday, the terror of Good Friday and the 
triumph of Easter.  Do you still want to go where 
God leads? 

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

 Events &

Light the Fire to focus on disabilities
Ginghamsburg Church in Tipp City, Ohio, in cooperation with 
United Theological Seminary, will host the 2014 Light the 
Fire! Conference May 8-9. This year's them is Fullness of Christ: 
A Church for All People and speakers include leading theolo-
gians, counselors, biblical scholars, pastors and bishops.

This year's focus will include topics such as:

•	 Faithful Supports for Those Touched by Autism

•	 Spirituality and Depression

•	 The Ministry of Memory: Dimentia -- A Disease That 
Should Never Be Forgotten

•	 Creating a Church Service for the Recov-
ery Community

•	 How to Set Up a Disability-Friendly 
Church

•	 God, the Church and Down's Syndrome: A Parental 
Perspective

For more information, visit: www.lightthefire.org. 

New York City youth seminar
Youth ages 16-18 (or juniors or seniors in high school) are 
invited to join the IGRC youth ministry on a New York City 
adventure of "finding our voices and shaping the world," 
June 27 - July 6. 

The three-day seminar this year is on youth violence.  The 
young people will have several days for touring, visiting many 
of New York City's "must see" attractions, and enjoying 4th of 
July fireworks over the Hudson River.  

For more information and a registration form, please visit 
www.igrc.org/nyc.  Space at present is limited to 10 males 
and 10 females, but may be expanded if interest warrants.

Logsdon appointed Director of Connectional Ministries
SPRINGFIELD -- Bishop 

Jonathan D. Keaton has an-
nounced the appointment of the 
Rev. Dr. Thomas R. Logsdon as 
IGRC Director of Connectional 
Ministries, effective July 1.

"Rev. Logsdon has a passion 
for Camping, Congregational 
Outreach, Mission, team min-
istry, ministry in IGRC and a relational spirit that 
bodes well for his work among us," Keaton said in 
announcing the appointment.

This announcement was made May 4 at Coal 
City UMC, where Logsdon has been pastor since July 
2005. He succeeds the Rev. Dr. Kent Lolling, who has 
been appointed pastor of Springfield Laurel UMC. 
Lolling has served as Director of Connectional Min-
istries for the past eight years.

“It’s all about equipping the saints for the work of 
the ministry,” Logsdon said following the announce-
ment of his appointment. “Often that’s best done 
in the local church and it’s our job to assist them as 
necessary. Other times, equipping local churches for 
the work of the ministry means connecting them 
with other churches so they can pool their resources. 
Connecting churches together is part of equipping.”

Logsdon sees his role as “helping the local 
churches of our conference and their leaders thrive in 
ministry.”

“We succeed as a conference when our local 
churches succeed,” he added, “and they succeed by 
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transforma-
tion of the world.”

Logsdon received his License to Preach in 1975 
and started serving churches at 17 years of age. He 
was ordained a deacon/probationary member in the 
former Central Illinois Conference in 1978 and an el-

der in full connection in 1981. He received a B. A. in 
Religion from Illinois Wesleyan University in 1977; 
a Master of Divinity from The Chicago Theological 
Seminary in 1980; and a Doctor of Arts in History 
from Illinois State University in 1999.

In addition to pastoring the Flanagan, Rooks 
Creek, Long Point, and Nigh Chapel UMCs (1975-
1977); Chicago Heights St. Mark United Church of 
Christ (1977-1978); Grant Park and Illinana Heights 
UMCs (1978-1980); Lostant and Richland UMCs 
(1980-1982); Lewistown UMC (1982-1987); Onarga 
UMC (1988-1992); Sugar Creek UMC (2000-2005); 
and Coal City UMC; Logsdon has taught Ameri-
can History at Illinois State University (1987-1988) 
as part of his Doctoral Fellowship and served as a 
denominational mission executive with the General 
Board of Global Ministries with responsibility for the 
10 southernmost countries of Africa (1992-1996) and 
the mission personnel from and serving in East Asia 
and the Pacific (1996-2000).

Logsdon has taught in 13 Schools for License as 
Local Pastor, 14 Regional and Conference Schools of 
Christian Mission, and multiple conference and ju-
risdictional Courses of Study on Changing the World 
(his most frequent subject), Evangelism, and Ethics.

He has published 23 devotional and Christian 
education pieces on topics ranging from Bible study 
and Islam to gene splicing and suicide and has visited 
34 countries on five continents.

His wife Janice has been in his partner in min-
istry since 1979. She herself has worked as a media 
technician for the Central Illinois Conference (1977-
1978) and an administrative assistant for the General 
Board of Global Ministries (1993-2000) and the 
Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference (2000-2005). 
They are blessed with two grown children – Julie and 
Ron – and three grandchildren.

Deaths 
Esther L. Plummer passed away on May 26.

She was the widow of Rev. Kenneth D. Plummer, who retired from 
Arthur in 1977. Kenneth and Esther married in 1985. He died in 
1992.

Services for Esther Plummer were held  May 29th at the Arthur 
United Methodist Church.

Esther is the mother-in-law of retired pastor, Rev. David Phillips.  
Cards of condolence may be sent to him at 2625 N Lehman Rd, 
Peoria 61604-2107 

Retired pastor Lloyd Bumpus, 92, a retired pastor, died May 22, 
in Mt. Vernon.

He served local churches in the former Southern Illinois Conference, 
retiring from St. Francisville in 1985.

His wife, Kathleen Bumpus, survives. Condolences may be sent to 
her at 13765 E Salem Church Road, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864-7913.

A full obituary may be found in the May 24 edition by clicking on the 
following link:  

http://www.register-news.com/obituaries/x2117415656/Rev-
Lloyd-Bumpus

David P. Dees, 88, died May 21 in Normal.

He served local churches in the former Central Illinois Conference 
and also as the District Superintendent of the Mattoon District, retir-
ing from Normal First UMC in 1991.

His wife, Elizabeth, passed away in 2009.

Condolences may be sent to: a daughter, the Rev. Rebecca Dees-
McMahon, PO Box 643, Sheffield, IL 61361; or a son, Paul Dees, 708 
Ironwood Drive, Normal, IL  61761

A full obituary may be found by visiting: http://www.pantagraph.
com/news/local/obituaries/rev-david-dees/article_f892134e-
2cd3-5df4-92f9-4fe5a10dbbb4.html.

Etta York, the widow of the Rev. Edward James York, passed away 
May 18.

She and her husband served local churches in the former Central 
Illinois Conference, retiring from Camargo/Murdock in 1983. He died 
in 1991.

A memorial service will be held at a later date in the West Chicago or 
Carol Stream area.

Condolences may be sent to a son, Dennis York, 529 48th Street SE; 
Grand Rapids, MI  49548. 

Judith “Judy” Endsley, the wife of retired pastor Ed Endsley, died 
May 14.

Rev. Endsley is actually a retired member of the Memphis Confer-
ence, but prior to his transfer to Tennessee, he served local churches 
in the former Southern Illinois Conference. Rev. Endsley and Judy 
served local churches in the Memphis Conference and IGRC churches 
in retirement. 

Condolences may be sent to the Rev. Ed Endsley, PO Box 146, Ina, IL 
62846-0146.

Margaret M. Peters Sayre, a retired diaconal minister, died May 13.

She served as a minister of music at Peoria First UMC and as the 
organist of Peoria University UMC until her retirement in 1999.

A full obituary may be found at the website below and messages for 
the family may be posted there. 

http://www.hurdfamilyfunerals.com/obituaries/Margaret-
Sayre/#!/Obituary 

Retired pastor Walter A. Davidson passed away May 9.

He served local churches in the former Southern Illinois Conference, 
retiring from Lawrenceville Otterbein in 1976.

Funeral Services were held on Wednesday, May 14, 2014 at Calvary 
Baptist Church in Hillsboro, IL.  Burial was in Olive Hill Cemetery in 
Coffeen, IL.

A full obituary can be found at the website of the Bass-Patton-Dean 
Funeral Home and messages for the family may be posted there: 
http://basspattondeanfh.com/

Retired pastor C. Raydean Davis passed away May 1.  

He served local churches in both former conferences of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference and was the long-time director of the 
Wesley Foundation at ISU in Normal. He retired in 2006.

In retirement, he served as one of the Assistants for the Preachers' 
Aid Society and Benefit Fund.

A Service of Remembrance was held on May 5 at Bloomington 
Wesley UMC.

His wife, Myla Davis, survives. Condolences may be sent to her at 
314 Davis Ave., Bloomington, IL  61701.

Alora Bowles, former Iroquois River District Director of Lay Speak-
ing/Servant Ministries, passed away April 20.  

Funeral services were held April 27 at Urbana Wesley United Meth-
odist Church.  
Her full obituary is available at 

http://www.renner-wikoffchapel.com/fh/obituaries/obituary.
cfm?o_id=2492178&fh_id=10562 and condolences may be left 
for the family. 

Ralph E. Moorhouse, a pastor on honorable location, passed away 
in Melbourne, Fla., on April 13.

He served for a short time in the former Central Illinois Conference, 
last serving Camargo prior to going on Honorable Location in 1963.

A memorial service will be held on Sunday, June 1, 2014 from 
2-4 pm at the Azan Shriners Center at 1591 W. Eau Gallie Blvd. in 
Melbourne, Florida.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Judy Moorhouse, 1550 Sunset 
Drive, Winter Park, FL 32789.

Retired pastor Rev. Robert McCarter passed away September 
30th, 2013 in Robinson.  

Robert was the Pastor of the Pearl Chapel United Methodist Church 
for 26 years, retiring in 2009.  

Services were held in October and memorials may be made to the 
Pearl Chapel Church.  

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to his wife Janice, 4781 N 
850th St, Robinson 62454-6633.  

ON THE COVER:  Photos from the 2013 Annual Conference  
Photos by Kaitlyn Conrad

Aldersgate 2014 coming to Springfield
Aldersgate 2014 coming to Springfield
Aldersgate 2014 coming to Springfield

Director of Youth Ministries & Christian Education

Director of Youth Ministries & Christian Education for Moline Riverside United 
Methodist Church. Full-time position. College degree in youth ministries preferred. 
Experience working with children and youth. Strong Christian commitment and 
calling to youth work. The focus is on youth ministry, but duties include coordinating 
adult Christian education programs. Good organizational, communication & 
computer skills needed. For job description, email the church at RvrsideInfo@
mchsi.com or call 309-764-6721.

Vocational Discernment Facilitator for Board of Ordained Ministry

Application deadline extended to June 16.

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference of the United Methodist Church is conducting 
a search for a Vocational Discernment Facilitator.  This is a part-time, year-round 
Conference staff position with a suggested start date of July 1, 2014.  The Facilitator 
is responsible for assisting the Board of Ordained Ministry (BOM) in fulfilling 
its mission of fostering a culture of call to ministry in the IGRC and by assisting 
emerging leaders as they discern their specific call.

For the complete Vocational Discernment Facilitator job description, visit www.igrc.
org/VDF

The successful candidate will be an ordained clergy in the United Methodist Church.  
Background or experience in mentoring and vocational training is helpful along 
with a comprehensive knowledge of ministerial candidate processes and vocational 
options.

Compensation will be commensurate with experience and includes pension, travel 
expenses and continuing education. 

Please send a letter of application, resume and three professional references to

IGRCHumanResources@igrc.org or 
Human Resource Administrator, United Methodist Center, 
PO Box 19207, Springfield, IL  62794-9207

Applications must be received by June 16, 2014.

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Director of Youth Ministries

Normal First United Methodist Church is located in the heart of the Illinois State 
University campus. FUMC is a large, active church with close ties to the campus 
community as well as the community of Bloomington-Normal and the surrounding 
areas. FUMC is currently seeking a full-time Director of Youth Ministries. This 
position is responsible for developing, implementing and evaluating ministry 
and fellowship programs for youth in grades 6 through 12. The Director of Youth 
Ministries collaborates with other program and educational staff and volunteers 
to provide a variety of programs to meet the needs of the church youth. Successful 
candidates will possess a college degree and have prior experience in youth ministry. 
A full job description is available upon request; email secretary@normalfirst.
org. Applicants should send a letter of interest, copy of their resume and a list of 
references to Rev. Dr. Don Jackson, First United Methodist Church, 211 N. School St., 
Normal, IL 61761.

CLASSIFIEDS
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 Local Church NEWS Local Church NEWS

Photos courtesy of Momence UMC
ABOVE: Pastors attending the 170-year celebration included back row (left to right) Rev. Jerry 
Haley, Rev. Tim Rhodes, Rev. Jim Ruberg. Standing in front are Rev. Herb Thompson, Rev. 
Leah Pogemiller, Rev. Janice Griffith and Rev. Bryce Hays.
AT LEFT: The church’s children’s Sign Choir sign the words to the song, Bless the Beasts and the 
Children during the April 27 celebration.

Momence First UMC celebrates 170 years of heritage
MOMENCE – Momence First UMC celebrated 170 years 
of heritage and 50 years in its current sanctuary with a 
celebration April 27.

From the circuit rider to the modern-day church, 
Methodism has been in Momence for 170 years!  In 
1834, a group of people met in homes to study John 
Wesley’s teachings and enjoy the bi-monthly preaching 
of the circuit rider.  In those 170 years, the Momence 
congregation has worshipped in three churches all on the 
same corner and in the current sanctuary for the past 50 
years.

Assistant to the Bishop Rev. Janice Griffith, Vermilion River 
District Superintendent Rev. Leah Pogemiller and current 
pastor, Rev. Tim Rhodes, conducted the celebration in the 
spirit of Wesley’s traditions of heartfelt preaching, lively 
music and robust singing.  Several former and current 
members and clergy came together to celebrate.

The Momence congregation has also opened classrooms 
to the General Education Development and English as 
a Second Language classes from Kankakee Community 
College.  The parish hall, better known as the Memorial 

Building, is available to the community and used for 
celebrations by the high school Future Farmers of 
America organization and National Honor Society, Lions 
Club, Sports Booster Club, Community Vacation Bible 
School and KCC students.

The citizens of Momence have the highest regard for the 
First United Methodist Church as many folks seek social 
services and solace within her walls.   With the love of 
the Lord and the will of God, the Momence First United 
Methodist Church will continue “making disciples for 
Jesus”  for many years to come.

“Love God, love others, 
    and do stuff.”

Jeff ’s logical mind tried to process all the 
pieces God would have orchestrated to reach 
his heart. It was a billion-to-one-odds. It wasn’t 
logical, but it was real…and it was time.

A story of 
       transformation 
BY JODY ANTRIM

Editor, HeartBeat Radio

I’ve got a new favorite story.  It began long ago, 
but I’ll pick it up at last summer. 

Jenny was invited to attend The Global Leadership 
Summit.  Although an active member of Springfield 
First United Methodist Church, she wouldn’t have 
described herself as a leader. But when Roger Ross, 
our senior pastor, explained that a leader is anyone 
who has influence in the lives of others, she knew 
as a mother to three boys, she qualified.  She said 
“yes” to learn from world-renowned speakers at the 
Summit.

Jenny and her husband, Jeff, have been attending 
FUMC for about five years.  Jenny is involved in a 

mom’s group and a Christ 
follower.  Jeff is a supportive 
husband and great dad, 
but hadn’t taken that next 
step to accept Christ as his 
personal savior.  He wanted 
to, but his logical mind was 
getting in the way.  Jenny 
and others prayed that one 
day that stumbling block 
would be removed.

While at the Leadership 
Summit, Jenny heard a 
powerful message by author 

Bob Goff who wrote, Love Does.  Jenny was inspired 
by Bob’s message, calling us to, “love God, love oth-
ers, and do stuff.”  She believed Bob’s message was 
something her husband could grab hold of.  Chris-
tianity wasn’t about religion, rules, and doctrine.  It 
was about putting Love into action.  She asked Jeff to 
read the book.

It took him a couple of months to get to it, but 
Jeff took the book with him on a business trip to 
Houston.  He read on the plane and understood why 
Jenny recommended it.  He agreed with the message, 
but he knew Jenny would be disappointed… it wasn’t 
the conversion experience she probably hoped for.  

He needed more.  
Jeff boarded the small commuter 

plane from Chicago to Spring-
field and continued read-

ing.  When he got off the plane, a man behind him 
put his hand on Jeff ’s shoulder and said, “So, how do 
you like my book?” Jeff said, “What do you mean?,” 
and the man introduced himself.  “Hi, I’m Bob Goff.”  
Jeff was speechless.  THE Bob Goff? The speaker 
from San Diego and author of Love Does was on his 
little plane to Springfield?  They talked as they en-
tered the terminal where Jenny stood waiting.  You 
can only imagine her face when Jeff introduced her 
to Bob.  They spoke for a few minutes when Jeff said 
to Bob, “I think you’ve just changed my life forever.”  
Upon Bob’s suggestion, Jenny snapped a picture of 
them to document the moment. 

Jeff ’s logical mind tried to process all the pieces 
God would have orchestrated to reach his heart. It 
was a billion-to-one-odds. It wasn’t logical, but it was 
real…and it was time.

Jeff told Jenny he was ready to be baptized.  He 
met with Roger that Sunday, shared his story, and 
arrangements were made.  So many prayers were 
answered at that baptism in November.

I love Jeff and Jenny’s story because it reminds 
me that God is present…always.  To reach Jeff, it 
required meeting him where he was, and when he 
was ready.   And God did that through many saying 
“yes”. Roger’s invitation, Jenny’s attendance at The 
Summit, and Bob Goff.  And now with Jeff ’s “yes” 
and the sharing of his story, only God knows who 
will be reached next.

The Willow Creek Global Leadership Summit is a 
gathering of open minds and hearts to build leaders 
and grow His Kingdom.  I have said, “yes,” and will 
join the 190,000+ others who are eager to reclaim 
Christ’s beloved Church as the hope of the world.   
Your “yes” to the invitation will change lives, too…
beginning with yours.

To reserve your spot for the Global Leadership 
Summit hosted by First United Methodist Church in 
Springfield, IL on Aug 14-15, 2014, visit www.spring-
fieldfirst.org and follow the promptings to register for 
the Summit.  Receive a discount for United Methodist 
churches by using the Priority Code: GLS14DAS.  Cost 
for the 2 days, 8:30-4:30 pm, is $129 (deadline June 
24) or $159 until Aug. 14.  Lunch is available 
for a free will offering each day. Abbigail Wright reads with her mother, Kristen, in front of the 

kindergartner's new bookcase. Wright, 5, was one of 12 Sesser-Valier 
kindergartners to receive a new bookcase and books through the Bookshelf 
Reading Program sponsored by the Sesser First United Methodist Church.

ABOVE: Each bookcase given away by the Sesser First United Methodist 
Church came with a nameplate bearing the recipient's name. The church 
gave handcrafted bookcases along with new books to 12 kindergarten 
children recently.

       Getting a read on outreach       Getting a read on outreach
  Sesser First UMC uses bookcase, bundle of books to promote literacy, interest in reading
BY BECKY MALKOVICH
The Southern

SESSER -- The white bookcase sits in a place of 
prominence in kindergartner Abbigail Wright’s room, 
its shelves lined with books and a few toys, its top 
adorned with Hello Kitty accessories.

The sturdy, handcrafted bookcase was a gift Wright 
received through the Sesser First United Methodist 
Church Bookshelf Reading Program.

“Now, when we go to the store, she wants to buy 
books, not toys,” said Abbigail's mother, Kristen. “This 
made her feel really special. She’s excited about read-
ing.”

Generating that kind of excitement is the goal of 
the church’s program, coordinator Carroll Kelly said. 
The church gave a bookcase and a bundle of books to 

a dozen Sesser-Valier kindergartners this year and 12 
others last year.

“We are hoping to promote literacy in our com-
munity by providing an incentive to read,” said Kelly, 
a retired educator. “I personally feel grades K-3 are the 
most important grades in school. If the students do not 
get it there, especially reading, they will have trouble 
the rest of their lives.”

The idea for the program sprang from a column 
written by Jim Davidson, a columnist whose work ap-
pears in The Southern Illinoisan.

“I was reading The Southern one Saturday morn-
ing and read his column about ‘A Bookcase for Every 
Child’ project to raise the level of reading in the 
community. I thought it was a great idea and a good 

mission for our 
church,” Kelly 
said.

Church 
members 
agreed and 
supported the 
mission with 
monetary 
donations and, 
this year, with 
volunteer labor 
to build the bookcases.

“Last year, we worked with the United Methodist 
Children’s Home vocational program on the book-
shelves," Kelly said, "but this time, some of the men got 
together and made them.”

The construction effort was led by Jerry Dame. The 
men built, painted and attached nameplates engraved 
with the children’s names to the bookcases.

The cases and books were presented to the school-
children during a program Sunday. Sesser-Valier K-8 
principal Judy Logsdon was the program’s keynote 
speaker. She stressed the importance of reading to the 
children during her speech and thanked the church for 
its efforts to promote literacy.

“This particular program sends such a positive 
message to the children and shows the support the 
community gives to the school,” she said.

The program is part of the church’s outreach to the 
community, said Zach Waldis, the church’s pastor.

“This is a way we can help some children in our 
community and show God’s love to people,” he said.

(Reprinted with permission from the May 3 issue of 
The Southern Illinoisan, www.thesouthern.com) 

Photos by Becky Malkovich
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Annual Conference NEWS

2014 ILLINOIS GREAT RIVERS
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

SESSION AGENDA
Presiding Bishop: Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

“+” Indicates the Item is an Order of the Day

“Ministry of the Laity”
Text: Ephesians 4:11-16 

DAILY AGENDA 
Wednesday, June 4, 2014
10:00 - 11:30 AM
Worship Rehearsal Hall B & C Closed

1:00 - 3:00 PM
+ Clergy Session Grand Ballroom

2:00 - 9:00 PM
Registration Terrazzo Lobby

3:30 - 5:30 PM
Laity Session Grand Ballroom
Offering: Conference Disaster Relief

5:00 - 6:30 PM
Dinner Buffet Hall D

5:30 - 6:30 PM
Secretarial and Hospitality
Training Dinner Rm 135

7:00 - 8:15 PM
Opening Worship Service & Holy Communion
Preaching: Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
Sermon: "Gifted Saints"
Celebrants: Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
	 Rev.	Janice	Griffith,
 Executive Assistant to the Bishop
Offering: Imagine No Malaria

8:15 - 8:30 PM
Transition Time

8:30 - 9:15 PM
Call	to	Order,	Roll	Call,	Electronic	Voting												
& Organizational Motions

Introduction of President Lallene J. Rector             
of GETS

Nominations Initial Presentation

Education Opportunities Kathy Bouchard

Imagine No Malaria Celebration
"Crossing the Finish Line"
	 Rev.	Larry	Hollon,	Chief	Executive	UMCOM

pre-Conference2014
Local Church NEWS

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
SPECIAL OFFERINGS

Conference Disaster Fund
Laity Session, Wednesday afternoon

The laity session offering will be taken for the 
Conference Disaster Fund, which assists in disaster 
response and recovery within the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference. In the past year, funds have been used 
to assist in recovery efforts in Brookport, Gifford and 
Washington, where tornadoes struck Nov. 17, 2013. The 
funds, because they stay in the Conference, are flexible 
--much more flexible than UMCOR funds which have 
specific use. They are used as funds often times to "fill 
the gaps" where FEMA, Red Cross and Salvation Army 
and other sources of funding stop short. In the Novem-
ber 2013 storms, funds were expended to Washington 
Crossroads UMC for utility expenses associated with 
running the relief center operations for the commu-
nity and $38,000 was expended for the Hope Swings 
in Washington, a mission experience this summer for 
youth groups which are building 100 swing sets for 
parks and families in Washington. Money was also pro-
vided for a variety of needs in Brookport and Gifford. A 
more detailed report could be requested through IGRC 
Coordinator of Missions and Outreach Bunny Wolfe at 
bwolfe@igrc.org. 

Administrative overhead for this and all offerings 
are addressed through IGRC congregation’s faithful 
payment of apportionments, enabling 100 percent of 
your giving to go to the designated cause.

Imagine No Malaria
Opening worship, Wednesday evening

As of May 28, IGRC has remitted $2,485,847 -- 
just $14,153 short of the $2.5 million goal. The totals 
include $13,000 in proceeds from the Third Annual 
Bishop's Open which was held May 16. Bishop Keaton 
challenged IGRC congregations to take up a special 
offering during Lent to finish off the goal at the 2014 
Annual Conference.

Special meal speakers 
Dr. Lallene Rector
Garrett-Evangelical Theological    
Seminary dinner
Wednesday evening at                         
Peoria First UMC, 5:30 p.m.
Dr. Lallene Rector became president of Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary Jan. 1. She 
shares a deep love for the church and possesses the perfect mix 
of skills, education, experience, and faith to further Garrett-Evan-
gelical’s mission to prepare bold, spiritual leaders for the church, 
academy, and world.

As the first woman president and the first layperson to be ap-
pointed president, Rector has brought a creative perspective to 
the seminary’s commitment to train bold leaders. She is a person 
of profound faith and is devoted to theological education in the 
ecumenical church and the building of strong interfaith alliances. 

She is a member at First United Methodist Church at the Chicago 
Temple in Chicago, Illinois. Her background as a United Method-
ist who brings expertise in pastoral psychotherapy makes her 
an invaluable asset on the Ministerial Assessment Specialists 
Advisory Committee on Candidacy and Clergy Assessment for 
the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry. Addition-
ally, she is a convener for the United Methodist Theological 
Schools academic deans and regularly represents the seminary 
at denominational conferences.

Prior to her current appointment, Rector was a member of the 
Garrett-Evangelical faculty for 27 years, with seven years spent 
in her current role as academic dean immediately prior to being 
named president. 

Rector’s educational background includes a bachelor of arts in 
psychology and religion from Texas Christian University, a master 
of theological studies from Boston University’s School of Theol-
ogy, and a doctor of philosophy in psychology of religion from 
Boston University’s Graduate School for the Arts and Sciences. 
She holds memberships in the American Academy of Religion; 
has served on the Steering Committee for Person, Culture and 
Religion Section; and has been a member of the American Psy-
choanalytical Association and the Chicago Society for Psycho-
analysis.

John Lomperis
Good News Dinner
Wednesday evening
John Lomperis is Director of the UMAction 
program of the Institute on Religion and 
Democracy. God first brought John to IRD in 
2004 to serve as a Research Assistant. Since 
that time, he was promoted to Research Associate, temporarily 
left IRD to earn a Master of Divinity from Harvard Divinity School, 
where he wrote his master’s thesis on Wesleyan spirituality lived 
out among present-day United Methodists and Nazarenes.  After 
graduation, he served for a time on the staff of a large United 
Methodist congregation and also served as legislative coordina-
tor for the 2012 General Conference efforts of the United Meth-
odist Renewal and Reform Coalition. He earned his bachelor’s 
degree in Religious Studies from the University of Chicago, and 
devoted much of both his undergraduate and graduate studies 
to tracing the rise of theological liberalism within American 
Methodism. His articles have been published by a variety of out-
lets, including the Washington Post, the Christian Post, LifeNews.
com, The American Spectator and Good News magazine.  

Lomperis has been a member of the United Methodist Church 
since his confirmation as a teenager. Through the various geo-
graphic chapters of his life, he has been active in United Method-
ist congregations in four jurisdictions and is currently on the 
roster of supply preachers for his district of the denomination. He 
lives in Chicago with his wife.

JAM Scholarship applicants sought           
TRENTON – Applications are being accepted through June 30 for the J.A.M. Scholarship, sponsored by Trenton First UMC.

Qualified recipients are awarded $500.  Applicants must be a member of a United Methodist Church in the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference. Students may either be graduating high school seniors, college undergraduates or students 
attending a technical or trade school. A requirement for award selection is that the applicant be an active participant 
in a music ministry within their church.

Deadline to apply is June 30. Recipients will be announced in July.  To apply, visit Trenton First UMC’s website at: www.
trentonfumc.com and click on the link to the scholarship. Copies of the application are also available in the church office.

The scholarship is in memory of Justin Melzer, youngest son of Rev. Debbie Melzer Reese (former pastor of Trenton 
First UMC) and the Rev. Ron Melzer.  Justin played guitar in the Crossroads Praise Band as well as bass guitar in the 
Trenton Wesclin High School jazz and pep bands, alto saxophone in the marching band as well as the church’s Chancel 
Band. The scholarship is given with the goal of cultivating and stimulating a future generation of church musicians.

Vermilion River District UMM host Ingathering
DWIGHT -- The Vermilion River District United Methodist Men hosted the Great Ingathering April 27 at Dwight UMC 
with donations received from more than 20 district churches.

Three truckloads of goods were donated to the United Methodist Mountain Mission in Kentucky, along with $685 
worth of cash donations for the following ministries: Africa University; Heifer Project International; Kentucky Mountain 
Mission; United Methodist Congress of the Deaf; Chaddock; Baby Fold; Volunteers in Mission and the United Method-
ist Committee on Relief.

Meal ministry revives 
Georgetown UMC
Next step is renovation of historic church building
BY MARY WICOFF

Danville Commercial-News

GEORGETOWN — When members of Georgetown 
First United Methodist Church decided to offer free meals 
to the community in 2009, they had no idea the program 
would be so successful.

“We just never dreamed it would take on a life of its 
own,” Pastor Matt Filicsky said.

Connie Rhoden, head of the Outreach Committee, 
agreed, saying, “It’s been quite a surprise. I didn’t think we’d 
be doing it for this long.”

The church will serve its 10,000th meal at the next com-
munity luncheon from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. May 31 in the 
church’s basement.

Not only have the meals helped the community, but their 
success has revived the church members’ spirit. The result is 
that the church will tackle some renovations this year.

“It’s given the congregation a renewed spirit of purpose,” 
Filicsky said. “It gave people the thought, ‘we’re not dead. 
We can still do things.’”

Phase I of the project includes completely restoring the 
sanctuary, including the restoration of plaster, pews, light-

ing, sound system and handicap accessibility enhancements.
Filicsky said during the economic downturn of 2008, the 

board found itself with the worry of how the poor economy 
would affect the financial health of the church. More impor-
tant, church members were concerned with how the poor 
economy was impacting the members of the community as 
a whole.

The members prayed about how to respond to the needs 
of their friends and neighbors — and a few members 
cooked up the idea of doing something different. Instead of 
selling meals to raise funds for a mission project or other 
church programs, the members decided to give away meals 
to raise spirits.

The church launched the first free community luncheon 
on Jan. 31, 2009, with plans to repeat this on the last Satur-
day of each month until the need no longer exists.

The luncheon was a leap of faith for the congregation, as 
no money was budgeted for it. Rhoden said money for the 
first meal was donated by a member and an outside group. 
Since then, it’s been self-supporting, with members of the 
community — even those not affiliated with the church 
— donating money and desserts, and helping to serve and 
clean up afterward.

For example, women from the Quaker meeting in 
Vermilion Grove often donate pies, and a Catholic woman 
whose husband attends the church has been active in help-
ing out.

“We wanted this to be self-supporting, and it has been,” 
Rhoden said. “It’s been so well-supported by our commu-
nity, and that’s why we’re able to keep doing it.”

Filicsky said about 165-170 people benefit from the 
community meals; many of those meals are home-delivered 
to the elderly or those without transportation, or they are 
carried out.

For some of the attendees, it’s a chance to socialize and 
meet other people.

Filicsky said there is no basket set out for donations; the 
meals are completely free. However, some people sneak 
donations into the kitchen, adding, “Some people have a 
need to give.”

Also, he said, the church has received donations and a 
John Cadle Foundation grant to provide electric doors to 
the basement for the handicapped; those were installed last 
week.
Renovations

The ministry has had an enormous impact on the con-
gregation of Georgetown First UMC, Filicksy said, adding, 
“There is a renewed spirit within this church. Through this 
ministry, the congregation has been revived.”

With that renewed confidence, the congregation is taking 
on the major task of renovating the 101-year-old church. Its 
cornerstone was laid in 1913.

The church was built on one of the mustering sites used 
to assemble troops during the Civil War. The deep-rooted 
history of the church is evidenced by the Grand Army of 
the Republic stained glass windows on the east side of the 
sanctuary.

The church is in the process of conducting a capital cam-
paign to raise more than $600,000 to renovate the sanctuary, 
fellowship hall, classrooms, restrooms and entry ways.

Work has already started on the sanctuary, and should 
be finished this year. The pews have been sent to Ohio for 
refinishing and re-padding.

There will be a celebration and re-dedication when the 
sanctuary is done.

The members will hold a commitment service on May 18 
during the 9:30 a.m. worship service featuring the Rev. Ted 
Frost with the United Methodist Foundation. The commu-
nity is welcome to attend.

The church has 100 members, with 50-60 attending on a 
regular basis, Filicsky said.

(Reprinted with permission from the May 8 issue of the 
Danville Commercial-News, www.commercial-news.com)

Photos courtesy of Matt Filicsky 
UPPER LEFT: Joyce Wright, Barb Good and Joyce Wengler serving the    
 April 26 meal
LOWER LEFT: Dorothy Fava arranging desserts
RIGHT: Mark Wright washing pots and pans

Special guest
Rev. Larry Hollon
General Secretary, United Methodist 
Communications
Imagine No Malaria celebration, 
Wednesday evening
By day, he's the chief executive of United 
Methodist Communications, the global communications 
agency of The United Methodist Church, and publisher 
of United Methodist News Service. By night, he's a self-
described photographer, motorcycle lover, technophile, avid 
reader, and collector of ideas that foster positive change in 
our culture. 

At all times, he's both a storyteller and a child of God. Those 
two passions have defined the course of his life. 

His lifelong love of The United Methodist Church started in 
the welcoming arms of a small church in Stroud, Okla. where 
as a child and an outsider from an itinerant working family, 
he found acceptance and wholeness. That experience guid-
ed him towards a vocation in ministry as he found himself 

attracted to the Wesleyan tradition of faith expressed both 
personally and in action. 

A prophetic voice about the value and power of commu-
nications in the faith landscape and staying ahead of the 
technology curve to reach younger audiences, Hollon has 
led the denomination in the creation of award-winning 
advertising campaigns that have significantly raised both 
public awareness and favorable impressions of The United 
Methodist Church. A visionary leader in global health issues, 
his leadership has been instrumental in raising millions of 
dollars to save lives through malaria prevention.

 "My priorities haven't changed that much," says Hollon. 
"They are to deliver messages of hope and healing that offer 
an opportunity to enter into a relationship with Jesus Christ 
through a faith community ... messages that people can 
apply to their own faith journeys so they understand God 
is active in the world, that there is an ongoing revelation of 
God’s love that is capable of helping us make life meaningful 
in all circumstances. That is our ministry."

COVERAGE

Platform speaker
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
Opening Worship preacher, Wednesday evening
and Memorial Service preacher, Thursday afternoon

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton was assigned to 
serve as episcopal leader of the Illinois Area 
of the United Methodist Church Sept. 1, 2012.   
From 2004-2012, he served as the resident 
bishop of the Michigan Area, which includes 
the Detroit and West Michigan conferences.  
Prior to Michigan he served as the resident 

bishop of the Ohio East Area for eight years.

Bishop Keaton was elected to the Episcopacy in 1996 after serv-
ing for six years as the district superintendent of the Aurora Dis-
trict in the Northern Illinois Annual Conference.  Prior to that, he 
was an Associate Council Director in Northern Illinois for eight 
years responsible for church and society, ethnic minority local 
churches and spiritual formation. Bishop Keaton also served 
two local churches: Broadway UMC in Rockford, Ill. and St. Luke 
UMC in Chicago, Ill. Bishop Keaton was elected to three General 
Conference delegations with the Northern Illinois Conference 
and was the head of the delegation in 1996.
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DAILY AGENDA 
Thursday, June 5, 2014
8:30 - 10:15 AM
Call to Order 
Courtesies/Announcements 

Morning Manna 
Chaplain	Col.	John	D.	Read,	US	Army
Board of Ordained Ministry 

Presentation of Ordinands
Presentation of Provisional Members
Recognition	of	Professional	Certification		 	

+ Guest Speaker: Ms. Barbara Boigegrain
General	Board	of	Pension	and	Health	Benefits

10:15 - 10:30 PM
BREAK 

10:15 - 10:30 PM
First Reception for Retirees 

10:30 - 12:00 PM
Service of Recognition of Retirees
Preaching: Rev. Cynthia Jones
Sermon: "Home"

12:00 - 1:30 PM
RECESS  

1:30 - 3:15 PM
Worshipful Work Prayer Dayle Badman 

My	Three	Words	Video

Electronic	Voting	Reminder	

Initial Presentation of Conference Budget 

Legislative Item 107: Health Insurance

Board	of	Pensions	&	Health	Benefits	
–	Video	&	Report

Preachers’	Aid	Society	&	Benefit	Fund	

Africa University Report & Offering 
“Making Dreams Possible Scholarship Cam-
paign”

3:15 - 3:30 PM
BREAK

3:30 - 4:45 PM
Reports & Resolutions 

4:45 - 5:00 PM
Transition Time

5:00 - 6:30 PM
Memorial Service (Hall D closed during Memorial 

Service)

Preaching: Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
Sermon:  "Jesus Wept"

6:30 PM
RECESS

6:30 PM
Conference Dinner Grand Ballroom
(Doors open following Memorial Service)

6:45 PM
Dinner Serving Time

7:15 - 8:00 PM
Program: "Endless Line of Splendor"                    
 Celebrating the 145th Anniversary of the 
	 Preacher's	Aid	Society	and	Benefit	Fund

Platform speakers
Chaplain Col. John D. Read
Thursday Morning Manna speaker
Chaplain Col. John D. Read has been a chap-
lain with the U.S. Army for the past 30 years. 
He is a clergy member of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference, having served pastorates at 
St. Jacob, associate pastor at Alton Main Street 
and at Granite City Good Shepherd UMC’s prior to his active 
service which began in 1984.

His current appointment beyond the local church is as Command 
Chaplain for the Army’s South Command.

Barbara Boigegrain
Thursday morning guest speaker
Barbara Boigegrain serves as General Secre-
tary and Chief Executive of the General Board 
of Pensions and Health Benefits, a post she 
has held since 1994. As general secretary, she 
oversees all fiduciary and investment services 
of the $20 billion portfolio and administrative 
operations.

Prior to joining the General Board, Boigegrain spent 11 years 
with Towers Perrin and has held positions with Dart Industries 
in the group insurance benefits function and with KPMG Peat 
Marwick tax practice. She received her bachelor’s degree from 
Trinity University and completed her graduate course work at the 
University of Chicago and UCLA.

Boigegrain is a lifelong United Methodist and will be sharing her 
faith story during the Thursday morning session. She and her 
husband have three children and her father is a retired elder in 
the Rocky Mountain Conference.

Rev. Cynthia Jones
Thursday morning 
Retiree recognition preacher
Rev. Cynthia Jones is currently Kaskaskia River 
District Superintendent, a position she has 
held for the past five years. As a member of 
the retiree class of 2104, Jones will conclude 
38 years of active ministry that has included two stints as district 
superintendent, a chaplain’s position with Chaddock and pastor-
ates at the Westmer Larger Parish, associate pastor at Quincy 
Vermont Street, Countryside and Charleston Wesley UMC’s.

Special meal speakers 
Rusty Beals
Order of St. Luke luncheon
Thursday noon
Rev. Rusty Beals, pastor of Centralia First 
UMC, grew up in the former Evangelical 
United Brethren, now Oblong Evangelical 
UMC.  After an M.Div. at Christian Theologi-
cal Seminary in Indianapolis, he received 
an M.Phil. from Drew Graduate School in New Testament 
and Early Christianity.  He is currently working on a D.Min. 
program at Saint Paul School of Theology.  He has been a 
member of The Order Of Saint Luke since 1998.  Beals will 
speak on New Monasticism: The Order Of Saint Luke and the 
Pursuit of Community in a Dispersed Monastic Order.

Kathy Boushard
Bishop’s Holy Land Pilgrimage 2015
Thursday noon
Kathy Boushard is the Sales Administration 
Manager for Educational Opportunities, Inc. 
She will be speaking about the 2015 Holy 
Land Pilgrimage

Special guest
James Salley
Associate Vice Chancellor for Institutional Advancement
Africa University
Africa University Report and Offering,  
Thursday afternoon
James H. Salley is the Associate Vice-Chancellor 
for Institutional Advancement for Africa 
University. With more than 22 years of higher 
education administration experience, with 
offices both in Nashville at the General Board 
of Higher Education and Ministry and the university site in Old 
Mutare, Zimbabwe, Jim has been in ministry with Africa University 
since its inception.  

He has helped individual and corporate donors, local churches, 
annual conferences, and general agencies of the United Meth-
odist Church connection and beyond understand the mission 
and needs of the "School of Dreams."  Salley serves as the chief 
advancement officer and fund raiser for the institution; he is in 
charge of the University’s institutional advancement program; and 
he is responsible for interpreting the programs of the University to 
local churches, organizations, and agencies throughout the United 
Methodist connection and beyond.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
SPECIAL OFFERINGS

Africa University             
Making Dreams Possible 
Scholarship Campaign
Thursday afternoon

The 2013 Annual Conference approved a $1 million 
campaign to raise $1 million to endow eight scholar-
ships for Africa University students.  Currently, the 
IGRC is funding two non-endowed scholarships 
– one for a student from Liberia and the other from 
the Republic of the Congo – as well as six endowed 
scholarships.  When completed, the IGRC will have 12 
endowed scholarships in all.  In deference to finishing 
the Imagine No Malaria campaign commitment, the 
Africa University Committee has delayed starting its 
campaign until the fall 2014. This offering will “jump 
start” that effort.

Thank you, IGRC!
(The following letter was received by IGRC Director of Com-
munication Ministries Paul Black May 28. Melvin Payekar 
from Liberia is one of six students currently receiving IGRC 
scholarships. Melvin was one of two students who shared their 
story via video at the 2013 Annual Conference)

Dear Mr. Black:
It is my fervent hope and 

prayer that this communication 
meets you in good health. I am 
Melvin Nya Payekar, one of the 
students currently being sponsored 
by the IGRC at Africa University. 

I have completed and success-
fully defended my dissertation as 
a requirement for the degree of 
Masters in Peace and Governance 
from the Institute of Peace Leadership and Governance 
at Africa University. Graduation is set for June 7. It has 
always been my worry about how to appreciate the won-
derful people of this conference whose offerings, supports 
and prayers have enabled me become who I am today. 

All I can say is to God be the glory and may he bless 
everyone who has one way or the other contributed to 
my sponsorship. Interestingly, I will be graduating with 
honors, 3.620 CGPA. I want to thank the Lord for being 
so good to me. Please let me know if any representative 
from this conference will be attending the graduation. I 
will be very happy to see someone from this conference 
attend my graduation. 

As planned, I hope to depart Zimbabwe two days after 
graduation for Liberia. Its is my hope to give back to this 
conference any service I will be called to do as a mark of 
appreciation. You will remain an integral part of my life. 
May the Lord bless each one of us. I look forward to hear-
ing from you soon.

Melvin N. Payekar
pmelvinnya@ymail.com

Clergy – Laity              
Choir practice
The Annual Conference Clergy-Laity 
Choir will sing for the retiree service 
Thursday morning of Annual Conference.  

The Choir will practice twice on 
Wednesday – immediately following 
Clergy Session for 30 minutes, and then 
6:15 p.m. Wednesday for 30 minutes.  
We will rehearse in Hall Dl at the Samuel 
Music Display. No robes. 

The selection, Beautiful Savior, by 
Tom Fettke is a simple but beautiful 
arrangement of Fairest Lord Jesus.  You 
may receive a copy of music by email.  
Any questions, contact Ted A. Hartley by 
217-864-4813 or mtzumc@comcast.net.

MMDC Collections at 
Annual  Conference
The Midwest Mission Distribution Center 
will be collecting items for layette kits at 
Annual Conference.

The MMDC truck will be located outside 
of the doors near registration or a table 
just instead to receive the donations. 

Items for this year’s collection include the 
following:

•	 Cloth diapers, pre-folded or plain 
diapers only, No disposable diapers.

•	 Shirts, undershirts or one-sies.

•	 Washcloths. Infant size only. No 
adult washcloths.

•	 Gowns or sleepers

•	 Diaper pins- Must have protective 
plastic closures; No regular safety 
pins.

•	 Sweaters or jackets. Must open from 
the front. May be hand-knitted, 
crocheted, or sewn; Hooded 
sweatshirts are acceptable.

•	 Receiving blankets (sizes may range 
from 28" x 28" to 32" x 32". No crib 
blankets please)

Prayer room
Come and shower the Annual 
Conference meeting with prayer. A 
prayer room in Room 134 of the Peoria 
Civic Center will be open when the 
conference is in session. This will be 

a space where you can lift the annual 
conference in prayer, as well as lift up 
your own prayer requests. In addition, 
there will be interactive prayer stations 
to lead you in prayer for our church and 
world. 

Persons may sign-up for a 30-minute 
block of time at: http://tinyurl.com/
igrcprayer. 

It is our hope that at least one person 
will be in the room praying during every 
moment the annual conference is in 
session. We are inviting anyone and 
everyone to commit to praying in the 
room for 30 minutes or more. The room 
is large enough that multiple people can 
pray at the same time. 

For more information, contact Paige 
Roberts at proberts@igrc.org 

Arena open for         
walking at noon
The Peoria Civic Center will open the 
outer concourse of Carver Arena over the 
lunch hour, free of charge, during Annual 
Conference for those in attendance 
that would like to stretch and get some 
exercise.   

Health Miles                  
challenge during             
Annual Conference
A walking challenge has been issued for 
June 4-7 for persons that are a part of the 
IGRC HealthMiles walking program. 

Active or retired clergy and spouses 
along with conference staff have 
received an email from Todd Creviston of 
the General Board of Pensions, inviting 
them to accept the challenge. The 
challenge has been set up by Rick Van 
Giesen, IGRC Director of Administrative 
Services and Pension and Benefits officer.

Persons who join The "Don't Table That 
Motion!" challenge will be the pool from 
which the Top 10 steppers for each day 
will be posted.

If you are a member or spouse in the 
IGRC health plan and you STILL have 
not joined the HealthMiles program, 
you still can by visiting http://www.
virginhealthmiles.com/igrc.  

Annual Conference NEWS

DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Annual Conference NEWS

pre-Conference2014
COVERAGE

Wednesday Dinner 
Garrett-Evangelical Seminary  Peoria First UMC, 5:30 p.m.
Good News Room 220
Illinois Wesleyan University Room 211
Dinner Buffet Hall D
 
Thursday Breakfast 
Eden Theological Seminary Room 203
 
Thursday Lunch 
Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate Members Room 404
United Theological Seminary Room 202
Preachers' Aid Retired Ministers and Spouses Rooms 220-222
United Methodist Foundation Rooms 401-402
John Wesley Fellowship of Illinois Rooms 405-406
Liberian Reunion Room 403
Educational Opportunities Tours Room 135
Lunch Buffet Hall D
 
Thursday Dinner 
All Conference Dinner (6:30 to 8 p.m.) Grand Ballroom
 
Friday Breakfast 
Duke Divinity School Alumni Room 202
Aldersgate Federal Credit Union Room 200
Drew University Theological School Room 201
Reconciling Uniting Ministries of Illinois Room 209
 
Friday Lunch 
"Caring for God's Family" (Golden Cross and UVC) Room 401
Ethnic Local Minority Concerns, Conference  
Commission on Religion & Race, Hispanic Ministries Room 402
IGRC Historical Society Room 203
Clergy Couples  Room 211
Order of St. Luke Room 200
ILCAAAP Room 201
Asbury Seminary Alumni and Friends Room 404
Extension Ministries Room 403
IGRC Committee on Disability Concerns Room 202
 
Friday Dinner 
Social Justice Room 402
Volunteers in Mission Room 404
United Methodist Women Rooms 405-406
McKendree University Room 401
 
Saturday Breakfast 
United Methodist Men Peoria Bethel UMC, 6:30 pm
 
Saturday Lunch 
IGRC COSROW "Women in Ministry" Room 135

SPECIAL MEAL ASSIGNMENTS
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Special meal speakers
Richard Chrisman
IGRC Historical Society luncheon
Friday noon

Conference Historian, the Rev. Richard 
Chrisman, will make a presentation, 
Take These Sinners and Hold Them Over 
Hell, about Central Illinois Methodist 
camp meetings.  The presentation will review the bold 
preaching, singing, shouting, and perhaps even some 
of the rowdiness of those early gatherings that were a 
vital part of the establishment of our churches in the 
state. Attendees need not be a member of the society, 
although you may be inspired to join.

Jennifer Ross
Disability Concerns luncheon
Friday noon
Jennifer Ross is the Matthew’s Ministry 
Program director at the Church of the 
Resurrection in Leawood, Kan.

Matthew’s Ministry Program is COR’s 
ministry with and for people with special needs and 
their families.

Kenneth Collins
Asbury Seminary lunch
Friday noon
Dr. Kenneth J. Collins is professor of His-
torical Theology and Wesley Studies. He 
is the 2008 recipient of the Professor of 
the Year Award for Excellence in Teaching 
and Learning at Asbury Theological Seminary.

Before coming to Asbury in 1995, he was recognized for 
exemplary teaching in a national competition among 
United Methodist schools in 1994. Earlier he received 
the Black Student Movement Award for Excellence in 
Religious Education at Methodist University.

Dr. Collins is a past president of the Wesleyan Theologi-
cal Society, a current member of the steering commit-
tee of the Oxford Institute of Methodist Theological 
Studies, a recent member of the steering committee of 
the Wesleyan studies group of the American Academy 
of Religion and a member of the editorial board of the 
Asbury Journal. Beyond this, he currently serves on the 
faculty of the Baltic Methodist Theological Seminary in 
Tallinn, Estonia.

Joining Asbury Seminary’s faculty in 1995 as professor 
of church history, Dr. Collins has lectured and taught 
throughout the world and is known for his engaging, 
critical-thinking style. In May 2008, he taught a course 
on The Theology of John Wesley at the Moscow Evan-
gelical Christian Seminary in Moscow, the Russian Fed-
eration. He has also lectured on the theology of John 
Wesley in several diverse settings ranging from Costa 
Rica to South Korea. Recently, he participated in a panel 
discussion on his widely used book, The Theology of 
John Wesley: Holy Love and the Shape of Grace, at the 
annual meeting of the Wesleyan Theological Society.

Stephanie Corum
Social Justice dinner
Friday evening
Stephanie Corum is an attorney serving 
in the Champaign County Public De-
fender’s Office and Chair of the Bishop’s 
Resource Team on Relational Ethics in 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.
Corum believes the call of the ministry of the laity is to 
bear witness to Christ through her professional work 
as a lawyer serving indigent clients.  She has done 
training on other legal rights issues across the confer-
ence, including guardianship and bullying.  She also 
believes that the call of the ministry of the laity includes 
using the gifts given to each of us to take on roles in 
the life of the church.  Stephanie has provided training 
on sexual misconduct and Safe Sanctuaries for local 
churches across the conference.  
Corum previously served as the President of Illinois 
CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) and cur-
rently serves on the Planning and Evaluation Team of 
Cunningham Children’s Home continuing her passion 
for advocating for children. 

Connie Wieck
United Methodist Women’s dinner
Friday evening
Connie (Cornelia) Wieck (rhymes with 
“bike”) is a native of Marshall and is 
commissioned as a missionary with the 
General Board of Global Ministries and is 
in mainland China as an Amity Founda-
tion English teacher.

The Amity Foundation, a United Methodist Advance 
Special, is a Chinese organization started by the initia-
tive of Chinese Christians in 1985.  It works in all areas 
of development for the Chinese people and Chinese 
Christians.  Programs include rural development, health 
care, church-initiated projects, blindness prevention 
and education.  Connie works in Amity’s education 
division as a college English language teacher in the 
developing areas of the country. Teachers with Amity 
are placed at Chinese teachers’ colleges to improve the 
language and teaching methodology of  students soon 
to enter the English teaching field.  China now requires 
English language study from Grade 3 to high school, 
and also for colleges and universities, thus the great 
need for well-qualified English teachers.    

As a member of the Christian faith, Connie is active in 
the Chinese Protestant church in the city, including 
being a choir member.  Despite what many believe, 
the Chinese Christian church is open to all and services 
are held regularly without any interference from the 
government.  As a UMGBGM missionary, Connie feels 
truly blessed to  worship with Chinese Christians as a 
member of the community. 

DAILY AGENDA 
Friday, June 6, 2014
8:30 - 10:15 AM
Call to Order 

Courtesies/Announcements 

Morning Manna 
Jessica	Davenport,	ISU	Wesley	Foundation	

Board of Trustees Report 
Recognition of Churches Completing Their Mission  

+ Guest Speaker: President Colleen Hester
MacMurray College  
Title:	"Vocation	from	Beyond	the	Pews:	A	Call						
to Serve in Higher Education"

10:15 - 10:30 PM
BREAK 

10:30 - 12:00 PM
Director of Connectional Ministries Address 
Rev. Kent Allen Lolling
Cabinet Address 
GCFA	Report/Video
Reports & Resolutions  

12:00 - 1:30 PM
RECESS  

1:30 - 3:15 PM
Worshipful Work Prayer - Stephen Main 

Laity Address - Ken Miller

My	Three	Words	Video

Celebration of New Church Starts 

Liberia Partnership Report

Reports & Resolutions

3:15 - 3:30 PM
BREAK

3:30 - 5:00 PM
Reports & Resolutions

Honduras Partnership Report 

5:00 - 7:00 PM
RECESS

5:00 - 6:00 PM
Ordination Rehearsal Hall B & C closed

7:00 PM
Worship: Ordination, Commissioning & Holy   
Communion
Preaching: Bishop John Hopkins
Sermon: "Recognizing Greatness"
Celebrants: Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
	 Bishop	John	Hopkins,	Resident		 	
    Bishop of the East Ohio Conference
 Rev.	Gary	McCants,	Presiding	Elder
    Fourth Episcopal District
    African Methodist Episcopal Church
	 Rev.	Janice	Griffith,	Executive	
    Assistant to the Bishop
Offering: Bishop's Trip for Ordinands
Receiving Line in Hall D

Kurirai Rodney Matonga
Kurirai Rodney Matonga, a 
student at Rust College in 
Holly Springs, Miss., is our Lina 
H. McCord ambassador for the 
Black College Fund.

Matonga is the son of two 
United Methodist ministers 
from Zimbabwe. A junior at 
Rust, one of 11 historically 
Black colleges with The United 
Methodist Church, Matonga is 
studying English literature and 
pre-law. He hopes to attend Yale University Law School 
or Stanford University Law School. Leadership, service, 
justice, rationality and reason are the pillars of Maton-
ga’s life which includes a long-term goal of returning to 
Zimbabwe, pursuing politics with the hope of becom-
ing the country’s president one day.

While at Rust, Matonga has been involved in the 
Methodist Student Movement, International Students 
Organization, Pre-Law Club, and the Pre-Alumni Club.

Platform speakers 
Roberta Robbins
Saturday Morning Manna preacher
Roberta Davilla Robbins, Ph.D., is a native of 
Henderson County, where she grew up on a 
farm and graduated from Union High School. 
She is a graduate of Monmouth College (BA), 
Boston University (MS in broadcast journal-
ism), and Ohio University (PhD in interper-
sonal communication and political rhetoric). She has taught 
at Monmouth College, Ohio University, Purdue University-
Calumet Miami University (Ohio), the University of Northern 
Iowa where she was a faculty member in the communication 
studies program and the department’s graduate program co-
ordinator, and Western Illinois University where she was chair 
of the Communication department.  

Today she is a certified lay minister in the United Method-
ist Church, an adjunct communication instructor at Illinois 
Central College in East Peoria and an instructional aide for 1st, 
2nd, and 5th graders at Gale Elementary School in Galesburg.  
Roberta was president of the West Central District 235 Board 
of Education before moving with her husband, Jeff, to Abing-
don last year where he serves as pastor of Abingdon UMC.  
Roberta will be appointed to the Henderson/North Henderson 
charge beginning July 1.

Roberta enjoys time with her husband, Jeff, and their family.  
She likes horseback riding, playing the piano, reading, sewing, 
and cooking for appreciative audiences (which, of course, 
includes Jeff).

Special meal speakers 
Laurie Fuller
COSROW lunch
Saturday noon
Laurie Fuller, a member of Normal First 
UMC, will speak on lay leadership in Liberia.

Platform speakers
Jessica Davenport
Friday Morning Manna speaker
Jessica Davenport serves as campus minister 
at the Wesley Foundation at Illinois State 
University. A graduate of ISU, she is currently 
pursuing as Master’s of Divinity degree at 

Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary.

Davenport says that campus ministry was the place she dis-
covered her own call to ministry and continues to be a place 
where students are learning what it means for them to be 
committed to Christ and community. 

Colleen Hester
Friday morning guest speaker
Colleen Hester is the president of MacMurray 
College, having been selected as its 15th and 
first woman president in its 168-year history.

Hester will be speaking on Vocation Beyond 
the Pews: A Call to Serve in Higher Education. 

Hester began her professional career at the University of 
Houston in 1982. A licensed psychologist, Hester has had a 
practice of psychological accreditation and licensing. She has 
degrees from Murray State University, Southeast Missouri State 
University and the University of Missouri-Columbia.

Bishop John Hopkins
Service of Ordination preacher
Bishop John L. Hopkins was assigned to the 
East Ohio Conference in 2004, following eight 
years as bishop of the Minnesota Annual 
Conference. 

He currently serves on the General Board of Church and Soci-
ety.  From 2004-2012 he served as chair of The Connectional 
Table, that is responsible for the discernment and articulation 
of the vision for the church, and for the stewardship of the mis-
sion, ministries, and resources of The United Methodist Church. 

Hopkins previously served on the Executive Committee of The 
Council of Bishops, on the General Council on Ministries, and 
on the United Methodist Publishing House.  He was a General 
Conference delegate in 1984, 1988 and 1996.

Prior to being elected to the episcopacy, Hopkins was senior 
pastor of the Methodist Temple in Evansville, Ind., director for 
the North Indiana Conference Council on Ministries, campus 
minister at Ball State University, pastor of a two-point charge, 
and Protestant chaplain at Mary Hitchcock Memorial Hospital 
in Hanover, NH.  He was ordained a deacon in 1972 and an 
elder in 1975.

DAILY AGENDA 
Saturday, June 7, 2014
8:30 - 10:15 AM
Call to Order 

Courtesies/Announcements 

Morning Manna 
Roberta	Robbins,	Certified	Lay	Minister	

My	Three	Words	Video

Children of the Annual Conference

United	Methodist	Foundation

Black College Fund
Mr. Kurirai Rodney Matonga - Rust College
Offering: Tom Brown Scholarship for Wiley College

Annual Conference Budget Approval

Nominations Report for Approval

10:15 - 10:30 PM
BREAK 

10:30 - 12:00 PM
Reports & Resolutions  

Service of Appointments & Recognition of       
Superintendents

Thank You

Closing Words - Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

12:00 PM
+ Adjournment

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
SPECIAL OFFERINGS

Ordinands’ Holy Land           
Pilgrimage
Service of Ordination and Commissioning, 
Friday evening

Each spring, Bishop Keaton sponsors a pilgrim-
age to the Holy Land for the class of newly-ordained 
clergy from the conference.  By having a grounding in 
the Scripture by walking where Jesus walked, pastors 
are nurtured early in their ministry which has a direct 
impact for the rest of their lives. These funds will help 
offset part of the $3,200 cost for the 10-day trip for 
each ordinand.

Tom Brown Scholarship,             
Wiley College
Saturday morning

The Tom Brown Scholarship is one which assists 
a student of Wiley College, one of the 11 historical 
Black Colleges. Beginning in 1987, the former Central 
Illinois conference, named a scholarship in memory 
of the Rev. Tom Brown, a long-time supporter of the 
Marshall, Texas-based school.  Rev. Brown was often 
the one who stood at the microphone after the presen-
tation by the visiting Black College intern and would 
move that the annual conference session take up a spe-
cial offering for Wiley College.  Rev. Brown’s daughter, 
Sharon Brown, is the director of Kumler Outreach 
Ministries in Springfield. 

Special guest
Rev. Gary McCants
Presiding Elder, Fourth Episcopal District
African Methodist Episcopal Church
Ordination Service Communion Co-
Celebrant, 
Friday evening

Rev. Gary McCants is the Presiding El-
der of the South District of the Illinois 
Conference of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church.  He supervised 25 congregations in 
the central and southern parts of the state.

Prior to his appointment as presiding elder, McCants 
served as pastor of the Allen Chapel AME Church in 
Alton; Bethel AME Church in Kewanee and St. Paul 
AME Church in Springfield. He served as chair of the 
Finance Committee and the Site Committee of the 
Illinois Annual Conference of the AME Church, and 
served as Director of Christian Education for the South 
District of the Illinois Conference.

McCants serves as Co-Chairman of the Leadership 
Team, and previously was an executive officer, and 
chair of the Public Policy Team for the Illinois Confer-
ence of Churches (ICC). For more than 19 years, Mc-
Cants served as Chaplain, of the over 3,000-member 
Illinois Association of Fire Protection Districts.

He served as Legislative Advisor, Illinois Bankers As-
sociation until his retirement in November 2010. He 
has lobbied on behalf of the banking industry and the 
Illinois Association for Marriage and Family Therapy. 
He previously served as senior legislative analyst on 
House Speaker Michael Madigan’s staff and chaired a 
special House committee that established the prayer 
room in the Illinois State Capitol building. 

on The Theology of John Wesley at the Moscow Evan
gelical Christian Seminary in Moscow, the Russian Fed

pre-Conference2014
COVERAGE

Youth at Annual Conference information
If your congregation is sending a youth (age 12-18) to annual 
conference as a church representative, district member-at-large, 
or even tag-along, contact the Office of Camping, Retreat, and 
Youth Ministries know as soon as possible so we can connect 
him/her with other youth and resources at annual conference.  
You may email Alice Shirley at ashirley@igrc.org or phone her at 
217-529-2646 with the information.

The youth of annual conference are provided special seating 
in a section of the annual conference floor, and mentors are 
provided to help them find their way around and explain 
what’s going on.  The youth ministry also provides additional 
activities and outings for all youth who come, even if they are 
not members of the annual conference.  The youth’s custodial 

parent (if youth is a minor) will be required to complete and 
sign a Liability Release Form which they must present before 
joining youth activities.  Youth age 18 and may fill out the form 
themselves.  That form can be obtained by going to www.
igrc.org/ac2014youth and downloading the 2014 Annual 
Conference Release of Liability Form or contacting the camping 
office at camping@igrc.org  or 217-529-3007.

Note that youth are expected to be under the supervisory eye 
of another adult during annual conference.  Mentors are not 
serving as in loco parentis, except when youth are away from 
the Civic Center on planned youth activities.  No youth lodging 
arrangements have been or will be made.

DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Health insurance among agenda items for Annual Conference
BY PAUL BLACK

PEORIA – Lay and clergy members will gather June 4-7 
for the 2014 Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference 
around the theme Ministry of the Laity, but clergy health 
insurance and the way it is provided will be one of the 
major pieces of legislation that will be discussed.

A proposal (Legislative Item 107 and 107-A, which 
contains Frequently Asked Questions) by the Conference 
Board of Pensions will be presented Thursday afternoon. 
The proposal, which would take effect Jan. 1, 2015, 
would move the clergy currently covered by a self-in-
sured plan to purchasing insurance from the exchanges 
under provisions of the Affordable Care Act. 

A $12,000 health insurance allowance is being proposed 
by the Committee on Equitable Compensation (Legisla-
tive Item 112) to be added to full-time clergy salaries by 
their congregations. Currently, local congregations pay 
$17,520 per full-time pastor for insurance coverage while 
pastors pay $65 per month for individual coverage and 
$320 per month for spousal coverage. The actual cost to 
the pastor would depend upon the plan which the pas-
tor chooses.

In 2013, health care costs exceeded revenue from the 
local church assessment and premiums by $1.5 million. 
As a means of addressing the shortfall, the 2013 Annual 
Conference approved $500 deductibles on in-network 
expenses and $1,000 for out-of-network providers;  

$1,500 for in-network family deductible and $3,000 for 
family out-of-network deductible.

Because pastors would be purchasing their health insur-
ance on the exchanges, there would be some tax credits 
available for some pastors. 

The impact on churches is that they would no longer pay 
the $17,520 assessment, but would increase the salary by 
$12,000 and the corresponding pension payment on the 
increase (6 percent or $720).

For pastors, the impact is mixed.  For pastors with lower 
than average taxable income the eligible tax credits will 
offset a substantial portion of their insurance costs.  For 
pastors with high compensation and/or with spouses 
with high compensation the exchanges will be afford-
able, but they will not qualify for tax credits.  They may 
qualify for affordable health insurance through a spouse 
and do quite well.  However, on average the most highly-
compensated will not be net winners.  Local churches 
may choose, but are not mandated, to increase their 
compensation beyond the recommended $12,000 level.

Clergy couples will be net winners.  In the past, churches 
have paid for both pastors, but under the exchange 
clergy couples will be able to purchase health insurance 
together.

Early retirees will not be paying the $18,540 (for clergy 
and spouse) to the Conference prior to becoming Medi-
care eligible at age 65.  They will simply continue with 
their exchange plans. 

The proposal does not affect those past the age of 65 as 
they already have Medicare as their primary insurance 
in retirement.  However, the rules of eligibility which 
require participation in the conference health insurance 
program for a certain number of years will need to be 
rewritten in order for retirees to be able to have a Medi-
care supplement through the conference.  Preachers’ Aid 
Society has continued work to make the transition of any 
change a smooth one.

IGRC Director of Administrative Services and Health 
Benefits Officer Rick Van Giesen held 10 meetings around 
the conference – one in each district – to explain the 
proposal in detail. His reflections from those meetings 
are found on page 13 (see related story).

Here is a summary of the legislative items from the Pre-
Conference Workbook and the Supplemental Packet 
legislation which will require a 2/3 affirmative vote in 
order for it to be considered part of the agenda:

Legislative Item 104 and 104A: Conference Budget

The 2015 budget being proposed by the Conference 
Council on Finance and Administration is a 0.80 percent 
increase or $97,433 to a $12.34 million budget. This 
budget does assume the passage of the health insur-
ance proposal. Legislative Item 104 presents the actual 
numbers for the Conference Budget, including detailed 
budgets for the Equipping and Connecting Team as well 
as the Office of Congregational Development and the 
Conference Benevolence Budget. Legislative Item 104-A 
provides a narrative for each line-item describing how 
those funds are expended.

Legislative Item 105: CCFA Policies and Guidelines

The policies and guidelines of how funds are expended 
are subject to the approval of the annual conference and 
form the procedures for how funds are disbursed.

Legislative Item 106: Conference Board of Pensions 

This report includes information on the defined ben-
efit portion of clergy pensions for 2015. For 2015, the 
rates for a full-time pastor will be $5,640 per year ($470 
per month). Pastors at ¾ and ½ time are proportional. 
Pastors serving ¼ time are not eligible for the CRSP-DB 
portion of the plan.

The report also recommends a 2 percent increase in past 
service year funding for the pre-1982 plan which was 
a defined benefit plan. Currently, the pre-1982 plan is 
funded at the 102 percent level and no additional contri-
butions will be needed from the conference to fund it.

Legislative Item 108: Standing Rule on Connectional 
Table (requires 2/3 vote)

The proposal seeks to address deficiencies in the current 
conference structure by placing mission, ministry and 
finances at the same table. The new model, similar to 

a local church Administrative Board structure, seeks to 
provide alignment and better clarity of purpose while at 
the same time reducing duplication. A graphic on page 
34 of the Blue Section of the Pre-Conference workbook 
provides a drawing for explanation.

Legislative Item 109: Standing Rule on Bishop’s Re-
source Team (requires 2/3 vote)

The changes in the language mirror the changes in lan-
guage made as a result of the 2012 General Conference 
and conforms to The Book of Discipline (2012).

Legislative Item 110: Standing Rule on Safe Sanctuar-
ies (requires 2/3 vote)

Legislative Item 111: Standing Rule on Sex Offender 
Boundaries (requires 2/3 vote)

Currently, the policy on Safe Sanctuaries is found in the 
2009 Journal-Yearbook due to action taken by the 2009 
Annual Conference. The proposal, brought forth by The 
Bishop’s Resource Team on Relational Ethics, seeks to 
elevate the policy to a standing rule, which would have 
the effect of being published annually in the Conference 
Journal and Yearbook.

Legislative Item 111 is an adaptation of action taken by 
the 2012 General Conference and action to include it as a 
Standing Rule would give it the effect of being published 
annually.

Legislative Item 112: Equitable Compensation Report

The Committee on Equitable Compensation is recom-
mending a 3 percent increase for 2015 for minimum full-
time clergy salary.  Clergy in full connection, associate 
members and provisional elders would have a minimum 
salary of $39,227 and full-time local pastors would have a 
minimum salary of $35,996.

The report also includes the $12,000 health insurance 
allowance in addition to the minimum salary to assist 
the pastor in purchasing adequate and affordable health 
insurance.

Legislative Item 113: Discontinuation of Bloomington 
Grace UMC

Legislative Item 114: Discontinuation of Hurst UMC

The two churches, which have completed their mission, 
will be part of the Trustees Report on Friday morning.

Legislative Item 115: Policy on Clergy Sexual Misconduct

This legislation is being offered by the Bishop’s Resource 
Team on Relational Ethics and seeks to revise the Confer-
ence Policy Statement on Clergy Sexual Misconduct 
which was passed in 1997. The proposed legislation 
increases the scope to include all clergy and laity in 
ministerial roles, lay employees and volunteers of the 
Conference as well as lay employees and volunteers of 
the local church.

Legislative Item 116: Policies on Submitting Resolu-
tions (requires 2/3 vote)

This change to the standing rules requires that all 
Supplemental Packet materials are subject to a May 1 
deadline and reduces the number of copies required by 
the maker of any legislation from 2,000 to 1,600. It fur-
ther requires that resolutions and reports be submitted 
in Microsoft Word and spreadsheets in Microsoft Excel.

Legislative Item 117: Display Policy

This legislation merely reflects current policy and makes 
clear that items cannot be sold or given away for a dona-
tion without serious tax implications which can affect 
the Conference’s tax-exempt status.

Legislative Item 118: Covenant with Sunset Home

The covenant agreement of mutual relationship be-
tween the IGRC and Sunset Home in Quincy spells out 
expectations of both parties. Similar covenant relation-
ships have been established with the conference’s other 
health and welfare agencies.

Legislative Item 119: McKendree University as His-
toric Site

This resolution authorizes the Conference Commission 
on Archives and History to apply for recognition of McK-
endree University as a United Methodist Historic Site.

Legislative Item 120: Webb Funds Use and Management

The legislation seeks to reconstitute a committee for the 

Webb Lectures which was disbanded in 2005, and the 
combining of funds from the Webb Continuing Educa-
tion Fund from the former Southern Illinois Conference 
and the Webb Lectureship in Spiritual Formation Fund 
of the former Central Illinois Conference be used to 
sponsor events of continuing education for persons 
under the supervision or care of the Conference Board 
of Ministry.

Legislative Item 201: Discontinuation of the Printed 
Current

The legislation, if approved, would cease the publica-
tion of the monthly conference publication of The 
Current in printed form no later than Aug. 31. This 
proposal was not proposed by or  through the Confer-
ence Commission on Communications, which is given 
the authority for setting communications policy. 

The legislation mandates that The Current be available 
electronically, which is has been since September 2006; 
that a study of communications strategies be brought 
to the 2015 Annual Conference; and that a reallocation 
of savings from print and postage between the Com-
munications Commission and the Council on Finance 
and Administration in an effort to fulfill the disciple 
making process.

Legislative Item 202: Non-Violent Actions Toward 
Peace

Legislative Item 202 calls upon IGRC churches and 
agencies to review investments and to divest in any 
multinational corporations profiting from the current 
conflict between Palestine and Israel. The legislation 
further urges use of particular materials of an unofficial 
advocacy group that has made similar calls for divest-
ment to the General Board of Pensions and to the 2012 
General Conference.

Legislative Item 203: Humane Treatment of Farm 
Animals

Legislative Item 203 seeks to raise awareness on the 
treatment of farm animals, particularly those raised for 
food.

Legislative Item 204: Living Into Inclusiveness

This legislation seeks to direct the Committee on Nomi-
nations to seek out self-proclaimed “out” gay men and 
lesbian representation on all Conference committee 
and agencies and that the Sessions Committee seek 

“out” gay men and lesbians to be in Annual Conference 
leadership roles. The legislation also seeks to draw the 
distinction between “self-avowed practicing homosex-
uals” and those that are “self-avowed homosexuals.”

Report 301: Advance Specials for 2015

Legislative Item 301 provides a list of approved Ad-
vance Specials for 2015 and also provides notations as 
to where the various ministries fall within the Confer-
ence’s Five-Star Mission program.

Report 302: Treasurer’s Report

This report documents the revenue and expenditures 
for calendar year 2013. The report shows apportion-
ment receipts at 91.66 percent for the year.  Expendi-
tures were expended at 90.53 percent of the budget.

Report 303: IGRC Board of Trustees

This report shows the work done by the Conference 
Board of Trustees on the various properties owned by 
the Conference as well as the churches that have com-
pleted their mission in the past year.

Report 304: Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund

The annual conference forms the membership of the 
Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund. The annual 
business meeting of PASBF is convened within the an-
nual conference session to approve the recommended 
actions.

Report 305: United Methodist Foundation

This report provides an accounting for the activities 
of the United Methodist Foundation and its work with 
local churches on stewardship, financial planning and 
investment.

Report 306: Christian Response to Violence Update

This is a report to the Annual Conference on Legisla-
tive Item 201, which was passed by the 2013 Annual 
Conference regarding gun violence.

Supplemental Resolutions (subject to 2/3 approval 
of the Annual Conference to include them as part of 
the agenda (see Legislative Item 103)

Legislative Item 121: Standing Rule on Submitting 
Resolutions (2/3 vote needed)

The legislative item seeks to facilitate the legislative 
process by making editorial corrections and provide a 
window for the Conference Council on Finance and Ad-

ministration a means to address financial implications 
of legislation before voting on the final budget.

Legislative Item 122: Ministry with Ethnic Minori-
ties

This legislation would direct the IGRC Committee on 
Ethnic Local Church Concerns to form a speaker’s bu-
reau that would educate local churches on strategies 
for improving outreach with ethnic minorities.

Legislative Item 205: Responding to Same Gender 
Weddings

This resolution calls for a year of fasting, prayer and 
studying the issue of same gender weddings in local 
congregations with a stated purpose of “fostering a 
better understanding of the matter and composing 
legislation for the next session of General Conference.”

Legislative Item 206: Amend CBOP Policies and 
Guidelines

This legislation seeks to add a requirement to the 
Conference Board of Pensions to annually notify clergy 
members on family leave of their coverage under 
the Comprehensive Protection Plan. In response, the 
Conference Board of Pensions has said it believes the 
requested action is beyond the scope of the Confer-
ence Board of Pensions and is handled by the General 
Board of Pensions.

Report 307: Bishop’s Task Force on Cross-Racial and 
Cross-Cultural Appointments

This is report by a Task Force formed in 2011 by Bishop 
Gregory V. Palmer to address the challenges and op-
portunities of cross-racial and cross-cultural appoint-
ments, and to make an effort to be more pro-active in 
such appointments.

Report 308: Conflict Transformation Ministry

This is a report by the Conflict Transformation Ministry, 
formed in 2012, where 40 lay and clergy persons have 
been trained to assist congregations in conflict.

Report 309: Committee on Nominations

This provides the leadership that has been nominated 
for the Conference for the 2015. Some of the boards 
and agencies elect in classes, meaning only part of the 
group is being elected. In other cases, certain boards 
merely report their officers and board members and 
they are duly noted.

Reflections on District health insurance meetings
BY RICK VAN GIESEN

IGRC Treasurer and Benefits Officer

During the months of March and April, I traveled the extent of the IGRC, hold-
ing 10 district meetings regarding the proposed changes in the health insurance plan 
(Resolution 107) for 2015. By my very unscientific estimate, about 600 clergy and lay 
members of the conference attended these meetings – well short of half of the antici-
pated voting members at annual conference. However, rather than to rehearse (again) 
all of the factors that led the Conference Board of Pensions to make this proposal (all 
well-documented in the pre-conference workbook), I thought I would share some 
reflections from meeting with the faithful base of the conference, face-to-face.

I must first express how grateful I am for the kindness and hospitality that I ex-
perienced in every place. Even folks who have serious misgivings about the proposal 
treated me with gentleness and respect. Oh, that our politicians could learn these les-
sons of civility.

Second, in virtually every location, appreciation was expressed for the Board and 
the struggles they endured to comprehend today’s complex and challenging healthcare 
environment. Even with those few that expressed disagreement, there was acceptance 
that the Board’s recommendation was cast in integrity.

Here are a few of the things that I learned:
1. In every meeting from the first to the last, the primary concern universally ex-

pressed seemed to focus on the tax ramifications of losing valued tax-sheltered 
benefits and having those replaced with taxable income.

2. It almost seemed like the participants were glossing over the health insurance 
issue and going right to the tax issue. There seemed to be some acceptance that 
some form of health insurance would always be available (though not nearly 
as generous as what we have now), but the concept of possible higher out-of-
pocket expenses driven at least partially by higher taxes was odious to some 
members.

3. I don’t recall anyone saying that change is not called for. Especially after look-
ing at the loss numbers of the past five years, there seemed to be universal ac-
ceptance that we can’t keep the current program. A few expressed that Resolu-
tion 107 is too radical of a change. But there were also expressions that it was 
worth a try.

4. I felt widespread agreement that the local churches did not want a premium 

increase and that we cannot close a $2 million funding gap by making tweaks 
to the current plan.

5. With some folks, there was almost a sense of fatalism, as if the decision had 
already been made. I know I don’t feel that way. We won’t know until the IGRC 
votes. Even then, I don’t think there are any permanent decisions in health 
insurance. Laws, elections and the economy can change a lot in a short period 
of time. Who knows? We may be back with a new proposal in a short time.

6. There was such a widespread variation expressed in the dynamics between 
church and clergy. Some churches began immediately to speculate about how 
they could work around the proposed paradigm in order to provide a health 
insurance benefit for their beloved pastor and family. Other churches expressed 
distrust of the pastor and demanded accountability for the $12,000 health 
insurance subsidy they will provide. Some clergy doubted that their church 
would actually pay the full $12,000, but would attempt to find ways to pay 
less. These expressions made me sad, as I thought about how fractured clergy/
church relationships can be.

7. In almost every venue, I was asked about the future of the HealthMiles walking 
program and the IGRC flexible medical reimbursement plan (“FLEX”). Even 
though only about 25 percent of eligible members are active in the HealthMiles 
program and only about a third of pastors participate in the FLEX plan, the 
ones who do really love these programs. A decision on HealthMiles will be 
made later this year. If we can keep it, I believe we will. Unfortunately, it looks 
doubtful for the FLEX plan because of new rules which regulate those plans.

I feel like I need to share that if Resolution 107 passes, it’s not going to be all bad 
news. There are some charges that will be able to retain a full-time pastor because of 
the savings they will experience – and because of a big premium increase they will 
NOT experience if we keep running our group health plan. 

Some pastors will do well with this arrangement, especially those who need help 
the most. After one of the district meetings, a young pastor with children told me that 
he had already talked with a Navigator (persons trained to assist with healthcare deci-
sions.) This pastor would be able to get family coverage for about $100 per month on 
the Exchanges. He wanted to know if he could opt out of the current plan now, because 
we are already taking well over 10 percent of his income in out-of-pocket premiums. 

May God give us wisdom.

      Stay connected during 
Annual Conference

Whether in attendance or at home, you can 
stay connected to the 2014 Annual Conference in 
Peoria June 4-7.

IGRC Communications, in cooperation with 
Doxieworks LLC, has launched an app on both the 
Android and iOS (Apple) platforms which will be 
used during annual conference and then refash-
ioned for use throughout the year.  

While at conference, users will receive daily 
updates to their legislative materials with vote 

  totals from the previous day and once the 
                session adjourns, one final 
                   update will be done to provide lay 
                    and clergy members the materials 
                    they need to make reports to their 
                    local congregations.
                     Download the Android version 
                     by visiting: https://play.google.
                      com/store/search?q=IGRC
                     Download the iOS version for 
                     iPhones and iPads at: https://
                      itunes.apple.com/us/app/igrc-
                      united-methodist-church/
                      id871221980?mt=8
  IGRC Communications, in co
                     operation with OCV Communica 
                     tions, will stream gavel-to-gavel    
                     coverage of the Annual Conference   
                     session. Approximate broadcast 
                     times will be from 7 to 9:15 p.m. 

June 4; 8:30 a.m. to noon and 1:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
June 5; 8:30 a.m. to noon, 1:30 to 5 p.m., and 7 to 
9:30 p.m. June 6; and 8:30 a.m. to noon June 7.

You can connect to the live stream at: www.
igrc.org/ac2014live. This page will also have any 
last-minute announcements that affect the broad-
cast schedule.

Facebook users can join the 2014 Illinois Great 
Rivers Annual Conference page at: https://www.
facebook.com/groups/IGRC2014 where periodic 
posts will keep folks updated on what’s going on.

Twitter users should use the hashtag 
#IGRC2014 for their tweets and a Twitter ag-
gregator, which will compile all tweets carrying 
the hashtag will be found at www.igrc.org/ac-
2014Twitter.

Subscribers to the enewsletter, The Current 
Week in Review, will also receive a Daily Current 
electronically each morning.

The July issue of The Current, containing all of 
the Annual Conference coverage will be produced 
June 9-10 with publication on June 13.
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Honoring Our Retirees
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THOMAS COMPTON
ome of the rewards I take from ministry is being 
among the people and getting to know so many 
different people. They have ministered to me as well as 

me to them. That may be one of the sad things about retirement 
– stepping aside and allowing someone else to have that 
privilege.
        I thought I had seen it all in 43 ½ years of ministry, but I 
had a bride who was nervous about getting married, she got sick 

just as they finished taking the pre-service photos, vomiting on the pew where her parents 
were to be seated. We ended up doing the vows in the church’s small chapel and then bring-
ing the couple back out to the sanctuary where they were introduced as man and wife. 

I also had a funeral where the deceased’s daughter fell asleep and began snoring, 
drowning out the funeral sermon and so I had to start all over again.

Those starting out in the ministry should avail themselves of the retirees. Because of 
being involved in hearing-impaired ministry, I would also urge them to listen to their heart 
and follow it. 

We are planning to settle in the Pana area. My parents are in their mid-80’s and are 
still living. Grandchildren’s ball games and baby sitting will be a part of my time.

ROBERT GREENE
ome of the rewards I take from ministry are a group of 
five in Golconda who gathered together and took the 
Alpha course and are now the leaders of the congrega-

tion. I have seen similar rewards from the Walk to Emmaus. I 
also served for five weeks of active duty during Operation Desert 
Storm but mostly was on reserve. All of these were rewarding.
        The story that stands out was at my first student appoint-
ment in Marathon, Ohio, where nine months into the appoint-

ment, the church notified me they wanted a change in pastors. I was devastated and so I 
packed up and went home. And so the question I had to resolve was: “Was I really called 
into the ministry? Would I be willing to go through this again?” It was a significant point in 
my ministry in helping me define what God had called me to.

The advice I give to those entering the ministry is that you only have Christ and your-
self. Christ has given you talents and you are to use them in terms of the direction of your 
ministry. Also, trust the wisdom of the laity since they have been there longer than you 
have.

Maureen and I have bought a house two blocks from where she grew up. We are 
remodeling it. I also plan to be active in the American Legion post there and perhaps do 
some part-time ministry.

KENNETH HAYDEN
have been blessed to truly itinerate. My ministry has 
included stops in southern Illinois, Canada, Arizona 
and Pennsylvania. In my final appointment, I devel-

oped a benchmark CPE (clinical pastoral education) curriculum. 
        Working with American Indian inmates as a volunteer 
chaplain was a trail of tears as well as a heart-warming walk to 
Emmaus. 
        During this time, one inmate made a complete turnaround 
in his life. He expressed concern about his impending release. 

I told him when he got released to call me and he would have a place to stay. One day, 
my wife picked up the phone and Claire was at the Greyhound station. I was stunned 
and elated. We drove to the station, he opened up his arms and with reddened eyes said, 
“Thank you Brother.” I cried. I was happy and filled with hope.

To those starting out ministry: remember your call as the primary motivation. God 
called. It was God’s choice of grace. You are called for a mission.  It is hopeful, sacramental 
life journey.

My wife and I are planning to move closer to our children in Washington state and 
British Columbia. I do plan on developing my American Indian craft skills and would like 
to become part of the an annual conference Native American Ministries and some type of 
part-time work in a nursing home, corrections facility or college.

JACK JOYNER
he greatest reward from my pastoral ministry has to 
be from visitations I have made with people. The 
happy faces of having a pastor stop and pray for them 

reminds me that God’s presence is there.
 In my first month of ministry. I had a member come and 
tell me that her sister (who wasn’t a member) was placed in 
hospice and was dying of cancer. I went to visit her and she 
asked me a question: “Do I have a chance to be saved?” I told 
her, “Yes,” because the thief on the cross asked the same thing. 

 We began a Bible study in hospice – just the two of us.  She was supposed to die in 
a matter of weeks. I was going to seminary and I would come back and we would work 
on Scriptures. Time got away from us and this Bible Study ended up stretching into six 
months. The doctor called it a miracle in that she lived longer than expected. She was 
sent home from hospice and lived another six months before passing away.
 My advice to those starting out in ministry is: stay close to the Word in both actions 
and your preaching. We are to be God’s example.
 I plan to keep on ministering in the Springfield area but also spend time with my 
family.

JOHN GARTELOS 
t has been very rewarding to share Jesus Christ with 
people inside and outside the church over the years. 
Seeing others grow in the grace and knowledge of the 

Lord is gratifying. Getting to know and grow with the families of 
the three churches I served provide memories I will always 
cherish. It has been a privilege to serve the Lord.

I have sought to encourage those I served to take advantage 
of opportunities to grow and serve. We have had a number of 
people go on a Walk to Emmaus or attend a Great Banquet weekend. Many became 
lay speakers and a couple went on short-term missions. Some attended District train-
ing sessions. Many supported the Imagine No Malaria campaign.

To those starting out, seek to preach the Word and be faithful to the Lord. Often 
ministry can be very challenging, but it is a privilege to serve the Lord. God always 
has the record straight and we should make faithfully serving God our primary goal.

My wife, Janis and I plan to retire to Tuscon, Ariz., where our only child, Chris-
tina lives. Lord willing, we will move in the next four months. After we get settled, 
we will see what God has in store for us in informal ministry and perhaps, volunteer 
opportunities.

MARY LOUISE HAXTON
think the reward of my ministry is a deeper and richer 
understanding of God’s grace as a result of my pastoral 
ministry. I have many precious memories.

In each of the churches where I have served, I have strived to 
help the laity discover their gifts and then to employ those gifts 
into ministry.  Sometimes we have used gift inventories and other 
times other methods.

The most important thing a person entering ministry can do 
and must do is take care of one’s own soul. The spiritual needs of 
the pastor are so vital to what everything that happens as a result of that ministry.

It is also helpful for the laity to cultivate a great interest, a curiosity in how your 
pastor is spending his or her time apart from the local church. I think it helps the lay 
folks to understand that the pastor is a whole person and that person has a life and a 
calling to not only the church, but to the world. 

We have purchased a home for retirement in Groveland and that will be home 
base. But we plan to travel to see my husband’s three grown children, a new grand-
baby that will be born in June and then have as much fun as we can.

CYNTHIA JONES
he greatest reward from ministry is the great heart of 
thankfulness and hope. It has been such a blessing to be 
a part of this body of Christ in this conference.  As 

someone who has lived in a parsonage for my entire life (except 
college and seminary years), I have known the blessing of being 
surrounded by the love of Christ through prayer, presence and 
opportunities to be in Christian fellowship.

It is my hope that I have carried that message of thankfulness 
and hope as a beloved Child of God and that we are connected 
together. As a special education major who struggled with the call to ministry, to be 
able to work with a variety of people in different stages of life has been a blessing.

The advice I would give to those entering ministry is to remember to claim time 
with God. Learn to the see the presence of love in your present appointment and to 
see what God is doing and try to follow that lead. 

I am moving next door to my parents, Bill and Ann Jones in Fort Myers, Fla., 
and I hope to work part-time in pastoral ministry, although we are still waiting to see 
what doors God might open. That’s nothing new; throughout my ministry, God has 
always been full of such wonderful surprises. 

MARK KALEY
he greatest reward for me is that I have had the opportu-
nity to serve people – serving through The United 
Methodist Church and the Illinois Great Rivers Confer-

ence. Along with my wife Nicki, we have really enjoyed our 
journey.

One of the marks of my ministry has been going on mission 
trips with members of the congregation and sometimes with 
members of other conference churches. These were very fulfill-
ing. The trips are a way to get people to experience missions in a 
hands-on way and you see the change when they return.

The advice I would give to new pastors is get a good mentor and stay with a good 
mentor. That will help immensely.  And don’t be afraid to learn from your mistakes 
and grow.

The most important thing laity can do for their pastor is pray.  Also support 
their pastor because clergy need the support of laity.  And also be willing to serve 
when asked because the mission field is too large for the pastor to be the only one 
involved in it.

I don’t plan to “retire” retire. I plan to stay busy.
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Honoring Our Retirees
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Dennis Beedy 30 years of service
William Braswell 34.25 years of service
Sara Brown 10 years of service 
Carol Bryce 16 years of service 
Don Burkhart 4 years of service
Walter Carlson 41 years of service
Thomas Compton 43.5 years of service
John Gartelos 12.25 years of service
Robert Greene 32 years of service
Mary Louise Haxton 22 years of service
Kenneth Hayden 36.25 years of service

A total of 30 persons have retired or will retire at the 2014 Annual Conference. The retiring class was invited to be interviewed by 
video	and/or	to	respond	to	the	questions	in	writing.	The	stories	on	the	next	several	pages	reflect	those	who	were	interviewed,	but	
all the following clergy will be recognized at the retiree celebration set for 10:30 a.m. Thursday.

Cynthia Jones 38 years of service
Jack Joyner 15 years of service
Mark Kaley 34 years of service
Steve Kettelkamp 21.75 years of service
Guy Keysear 29.5 years of service
Gerald King 29 years of service
Wesley Osborn 32.5 years of service
Randall Perry 46 years of service
C.W. Reneker 22 years of service
Timothy Rhodes 31.75 years of service
Ron Richter  34 years of service*

DENNIS BEEDY
have a strong sense of well being that I was able to be 
present with so many people in times of joy and crisis. It 
is an honor and a great privilege as well as responsibility 

to represent God and be there to remind people of God’s love.
 It seems I have learned to appreciate the mystery of God 
and experience the ability of God to forgive as well as exhibited 
unbounded and unmerited love. I have learned God is much 
bigger than I have ever imagined. I have striven to talk to people 
in ways they understand and use technology, art and music to tell 

the stories of our faith. It is important to reach people where they are.
 To those beginning in the ministry: trust your call and don’t be afraid to step out 
in faith. Be authentic. Don’t try to be someone else or play the part of minister or reli-
gious person. God has a way of keeping us humble. Don’t expect ministry to be easy. 
Rely on God’s grace and Holy Spirit to guide you.
 Diane and I are moving to the Chicago area to be near one of our sons and two 
grandchildren. We will also be closer to my mother who lives in Manteno. I plan to 
spend time being “grandpa” and time to garden, create various crafts and play music.

SARA BROWN
uring these past 10 years as a local pastor, I have gained a 
more disciplined approach to living in closer relationship 
with God.  

 One particular story during a baptism stands out. The 
Holy Spirit was on the move in the sanctuary. This was not an or-
dinary infant baptism. The father had recently separated himself 
from the family and the baby boy’s mother was struggling with 
“what will people think?” I had prayed fervently that the father’s 
absence would not be an issue that morning. I had encouraged 
the mother to include sponsors. So, standing at the baptismal 
font that day were the mother, baby, the baby’s 3-year-old sister, 

the mother’s sister and brother-in-law. All during the liturgy, the air was infused with 
peacefulness and harmony. Answered prayer was immediately evident to me.
 To anyone starting your ministry, I would advise keep your personal feelings 
(yours and your congregants) out of it as much as possible. A thick skin and a slow 
turtle-like response can come in handy. React always in love. Use every opportunity 
for kingdom instruction. Be flexible.  Keep your eye on the mission of the church.
 This is not my first retirement.  A 28-year teaching career preceded ministry.  I 
am ready for my next deployment and to be a full-time wife for the first time in my 
45-plus years of marriage.

DON BURKHART
here are several rewards I take into retirement – intro-
ducing new families to the church, being a part of 
community activities and functions.  I had the privilege 

of baptizing six young people during my ministry. It helped me to 
know the community and ways in which I could connect with 
them, particularly since I didn’t live in the community where I 
pastored.
 One of the most memorable was counseling a 9-year-old 
girl who wanted to be baptized. She was living with her grand-
mother part-time and her divorced mother the rest of the time. 
 The advice I would give to those starting out in ministry is 

to expect the unexpected. I renewed my call into ministry (I served nine years in the 
American Baptist Church and then spent a number of years of secular employment). 
You need to make sure you have a distinct call and it is going to require relying on the 
Lord each step of the way.
 I am retired from full-time ministry and am working part-time in the retail 
industry. I also do a lot of volunteer work at my home church, Peoria First UMC, 
where I have taught classes, sang in the church’s Sanctuary Choir and have sang in 
the Peoria Civic Chorale and have provided pulpit supply to other United Methodist 
congregations.

I
WILLIAM BRASWELL 

am sure there were times when I could have done 
better, but I can safely say that I never took the 
ministry for granted. I really tried to show the 

Gospel to be relevant for my congregations as it was for me.
 When I first began my ministry, I served a yoked parish 
in North Dakota. An infant died of Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome. The family was devastated and this was my first 
infant funeral. I was so caught up in the grief. I was numb. 
All I could think to do was write a poem for the simple graveside service. In the 
poem, I expressed my sadness and God’s sadness and then affirmed that Cody (the 
child’s name) was loved even though his life was short. In that experience, I learned 
that a pastor can be human, show emotion and be ministered to by others.
 I would tell those starting out to trust the Gospel and realize that God can work 
in a situation. Never doubt your influence and remember to use it wisely. Be true to 
your faith and bring words of hope.
 Brenda and I will be moving to Branson, Mo., where we have family nearby. I 
plan to get involved in the local United Methodist church and possibly a ministry 
with the homeless.

CAROL SUE BRYCE
s I look back on my 20 years of ministry, I have 
been blessed to serve God and the people God 
placed in my care and the opportunities to lead 

them to Christ through baptism and confirmation. It is 
through serving that my own faith has grown.
 At first I was reluctant to become an ordained elder, but 
God kept pushing and pushing. Now, even as I face retire-
ment, I cannot find myself doing anything else. I can’t stop 
cold turkey. I am hooked on serving God until I take my last 
breath.
 The advice I give to those starting: always lean on God, pray often and love the 
people you have been called to serve. You don’t always have to like them, but God 
calls us to love them.
 Also, ministry can consume you if you allow it. It takes much energy to care for 
people, so, the most important thing you can do for yourself and for those you serve 
is to take care of you. Have a scheduled day off and keep it.
 I have purchased a home in Witt to help care for my aging parents. I plan to 
spend time with my hobbies which have taken a back burner since I began ministry. I 
want to get back to woodworking, crocheting and joining a sewing group.

WALTER CARLSON
he rewards I take from ministry are the people. It’s 
always been way more about them. When I think 
back to all the ministries and programs, it’s never 

about the subject matter, it’s always about people who were 
engaged and involved in those programs that were the 
lifeblood of the church.
 I think of my ministry as a story, so stories of my min-
istry are a part of the bigger story. I would say that a really 
significant point in my life came when I was going through 
a divorce and I had been moved from one church to another 
church. I felt uprooted by everything and as I met my new staff-parish relations com-
mittee, we started talking about the strained circumstances under which I was com-
ing. The woman across from me just reached across as the tears flowed and touched 
my hand and just said, “We understand.” 
 If I was going to tell the new ordinands anything, in addition to the Three Simple 
Rules, don’t just love your congregation; love your family, too. You have to take care of 
yourself and sharpen your saw. That is critical if we are to be effective. 
 We are moving to the Peoria area where we have family. There is a possibility of a 
part-time appointment where I could serve.

I

AD

Janet Roy 33 years of service
Gerald Savage 17 years of service
Ivy Silas 24 years of service
Chuck Trent 19 years of service
Kevin Treptow 23 years of service
John Tymonko 11 years of service
Patrick Wadsworth 37.75 years of service*
James Wheeler 37.25 years of service
Edward Wojnar 8 yers of service

* Retired in 2013
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STEVE KETTELKAMP 
he relationships with people and the miracles I have seen 
God do are two rewards that I take from my years in 
ministry. I have been privileged to observe and celebrate 

with them.
 A memorable story occurred when I was delivering bread 
to a first-time attendee on a Sunday afternoon. I went to the 
wrong house. Nevertheless, since I was there, I introduced myself 
and the woman said, “I’ve been wanting to talk to you.” 
 She told me her counselor had referred her to me and I 

invited her to worship with us. She indicated that she didn’t have nice clothes; that she 
had multiple sclerosis and she has two little girls. I told her those things didn’t matter; 
she would be a great blessing to our church.
 Three weeks later, the woman came to church. It began a relationship between 
her and the church that continues today. She had many needs but the church was able 
to help meet those needs.
 The advice I would give is the advice given to me at the beginning of my min-
istry: Remember the Call. It isn’t about you. It’s about God. And second, my first 
District Superintendent Don Black told me, “Just preach hope.”
 We plan to divide our time in retirement between Texas and Illinois with spoil-
ing grandchildren a priority. I hope to work with UMCOR utilizing my construction 
experience.

GERALD KING
am grateful to have had a chance to make a difference. 
Serving in the Church presents the opportunity to be at 
the edge of critical movements. It may be social concerns 

or it may be the direction of spiritual life of congregants. 
The image is often given of fishermen that Jesus called 

tending their nets. I gave up on net fishing early in my ministry 
and began to trust the single line. Our people are very individual. 
I discovered that one thing will draw some people to Christ. For 
others, it will be something different. We just proclaim the Good 

News and trust that God is already at work.
 To those entering ministry: be really sure of your calling. This is not an easy life. 
You will face time of difficulty, and you will need to trust God that you are where God 
wants you to be. That trust may be all that motivates you to go forward. Be sure you 
nurture your relationship with God.
 Virginia and I have moved so many times, we learned how not to unpack. And 
after a while, we didn’t even bother hanging our pictures. So before I make any such 
serious decisions, I am going to unpack all my boxes, hang the pictures that work in 
our house and get rid of the ones that don’t.

RANDALL PERRY 
he itinerant ministry has given me the opportunity to 
meet many wonderful people. I retire with great friends 
in numerous places. They will remain very special to me.

 While each church has provided special moments in my 
ministry, the last two years of my current appointment have given 
me the unique opportunity to confirm many of these I baptized 
as infants. It has been an honor to witness the congregation and 
parents fulfill their part of the baptismal vows.

 It is exciting to see that those who are beginning their ministry this year have 
wonderful spirits. They are bright, gifted, committed and enthusiastic. I would simply 
suggest that as they grow older in ministry, they rethink, retool and make the adjust-
ments necessary to connect not just with the culture of the people they are appointed 
to serve, but also with the next generation. 
We can’t make disciples without truly connecting with people.
 In retirement, I look forward to sitting with my wife in worship and being with 
my family on Christmas Eve. I have never been able to do that. In 1988, Kandi and I 
built a small house on Bayles Lake in Iroquois County. Over the years, it has been our 
family retreat. Our first months of retirement will be on that little lake.
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GUY KEYSEAR
he greatest rewards of ministry are the many good 
friends I made in the various churches I served. There 
were outstanding laypersons, ministers, district 

superintendents, bishops, and conference staff I served under 
and with.

On April 19, 1996, a tornado destroyed the majority of Og-
den, including the three churches in the community. I was given 
the opportunity to do ministry with people in so many ways 
during the aftermath, cleanup and rebuilding of the community. 
The United Methodist Church connection became the hope and help for Odgen. I was the 
only full-time pastor in the community.

To those just starting out in ministry: listen. So many times it isn’t what you have 
said but just being there with your congregation. Call in the homes, especially the older 
persons and nursing home residents. So many have no visitors and family cannot go and 
see their loved ones.

Since I have been on disability, I have somewhat been established in my home com-
munity of Farmer City. I volunteer at the Champaign hospitals and spend most days 
visiting at the local nursing home. I am also a state-trained adviser for Medicare Part D 
enrollment. 

I say to my fellow retirees: stay active, volunteer to serve, pray for your church and 
your pastor. Don’t say you are retired! Christians don’t retire! 

WESLEY OSBORN
he rewards of my ministry deal with relationships – some 
that continue to shape my life to the present. I also 
remember those that answered the call to ministry and 

marriages that I have performed.
One of memorable weddings occurred in my first charge as a 

student pastor. I had a February wedding at the Catholic Church in 
Strawn since the bride was Catholic and the groom was from my 
church. The reception was offsite at the nearby Anchor Inn. Just as 
the wedding was almost over, it started snowing. We lived in Cropsey and my wife said I think 
we need to go home. 

I said, “Where is your pioneer spirit?”  We went on to Anchor, spent the evening with the 
couple at the reception and got ready to leave for home.  The snow had turned to a full blizzard 
and we were unable to get out of the parking lot. The Bloomington Pantagraph later reported 
that the wedding party shared the night with the bridge and groom (due to the weather). 

I am not sure that I have any wisdom to impart other than ministry does not stay the 
same. Continue to re-educate yourself and allow the Holy Spirit to work in your ministry. Stay 
flexible.

My wife and I have built a home at Lake Mattoon and we have joined NOMADS during 
the winter and working with early disaster response. 

C.W. RENEKER
y reward is to be a presence for the people I have 
served. It is the realization how you made a difference 
in the life of someone when you didn’t know you were 

and that it touched someone’s life.
One of the biggest surprises of ministry occurred in my 

first appointment. The 29-year-old sister of someone I had mar-
ried was 8 ½ months pregnant when her heart stopped beating. 
Doctors were unable to revive her and the baby was delivered 
but died four hours later. The couple’s pastor was out of town and I was asked to go speak 
to the husband since their pastor was out-of-town – to speak to a family that wanted to 
know why this occurred.

Quite frankly, I don’t know why it happened; but I was able to minister to him and to 
the rest of the family in a very difficult situation. I still bristle at simple, canned answers to 
such situations.

To those entering ministry, remember it’s not about you.  It’s about them because we 
are there to serve them, not to be served. 

I have already retired at the end of 2013 and continue to pastor at Niantic and Illiopo-
lis. For me, retirement is just a word right now. When I retired from the Air Force 24 years 
ago, the novelty of retirement wore off in four days.

TIMOTHY RHODES 
he greatest reward I take into retirement is that I was 
able to live out my calling. The ministry is not a job or 
something we do; it’s a calling.  I also have met some 

great Christian people whose lives displayed the fruits of the 
Spirit. They affirmed my ministry, encouraged and inspired me.

My advice to those starting out is to have something you 
do outside your ministry. The ministry can become intense; 
sometimes it demands long hours and can take an emotional 
and physical toll on a person. Sometimes you need to step away. 
In my younger years, I fished with my sons. For the last 10 years or so, my wife and I have 
belonged to a health club and we work out on a regular basis.

Also, don’t try to be an island. Be active in a cluster or support group. Be active in 
your community’s ministerial association. Make connections and not just over the inter-
net – there is still such a thing as personal connections.

My wife and I are moving about 10 miles down the road from Momence to Bourbon-
nai. We like the Kankakee area and it is ideally located between our two sons who live in 
Woodridge and Indianapolis, and my parents who live in Washington. 
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JANET ROY
ome of the rewards I see from my ministry have 
mostly to do with people. When I witnessed people 
growing in faith and also growing in service and 

generosity, it was a great privilege to be part of their faith 
journeys. In every church, I have made friends that share my life 
in some way today; that is a great blessing.

When I did a full-time student pastorate between my second 
and third years of seminary, I remember a young mother who 
told me that one Sunday while waiting for lunch to be ready, her 

3-year-old daughter was playing in the living room. She asked her daughter what she was 
playing and she said she was playing pastor. I remember thinking what an awesome and 
wonderful opportunity to be a role model for young girls.

To those entering the ministry, do not neglect your spiritual life in the busyness of 
church life. It’s all about priorities. God is the one we must please first and foremost. And 
love the people you serve – even if sometimes you don’t like them. God will help you do 
this.

Francis and I are moving to Gilbertsville, Ky. Once we get our house pretty well 
settled, we plan to travel. I plan to find places where God still wants me to serve.

IVY SILAS
ne of the things I have realized through my ministry is 
that when God’s love is poured into my life, a transforma-
tion takes place and brings out the fullness of what God 

calls me to be.
When I was chaplain at Pleasant Hospital in Quincy, there 

was an infant that was being airlifted to St. Louis and the parents 
wanted to have the child baptized first. To be in that room where 
life began and where life hangs in the balance, you still stand in 
the grace of God. And for parents to have that faith, that aspect of 

sacramental life for the child was most memorable.
For persons just beginning their ministry, I would urge them to stay open to God’s in-

pouring of God’s Spirit for that is when your gifts and graces bloom and flower. God may use 
an emergency room baptism or a funeral for a young person to commit suicide to provide hope 
and demonstrates God’s grace.

Laity need to be open as well. When a new pastor comes,  be open to the different gifts 
and graces being offered and offer yours as well.

We don’t have any specific plans. My father passed away 1 ½ years ago, so I may use the 
time to travel to India to be with my family. I am still open to anything else.

CHUCK TRENT
he greatest reward from 19 years of active ministry is 
the lessons that the people have taught me and the 
ways they have allowed me to be a part of their lives.

I had several instances in my ministry where I was able to 
lead someone to the Lord on their deathbed. I do not take the 
credit for God was present and used me in that way. If I didn’t 
do anything else in 19 years, I did that on three occasions.

The advice I would give to those starting their ministry is 
never be surprised. Whatever is going to happen will, and the 

Lord is already on the other side of it, waiting for you and walking with you as you go 
through it. Trust the Lord.

I have had the privilege of seeing two persons answer the call to ministry during my 
watch.  And their seminary training is so much different than what I received and their 
ministry may look very different as well, so continue to sharpen your skills throughout 
your ministry.

Although retiring, we were in ministry before we were in pastoral ministry and we 
will be in ministry still.  We will be locating in the Champaign area near grandchildren 
and I hope to take in a few more Pittsburgh Pirate games in St. Louis and Chicago when 
possible.

JOHN TYMONKO 
sense of community and relationships I have had with 
people over the years are the two rewards I take from 
active ministry. Being able to be with people when 

they are going through the good times and the not so good 
times in their lives provides fulfillment of God’s call on one’s 
life.

A memorable story from my ministry actually came just 
a couple days before I was to start my first appointment at 
Parkville-Sadorus. I had a call from my mentor informing me 

a member in my new church had died and the former pastor had already moved out. We 
ended up doing that funeral together with her teaching me what to do and how to go 
about it. It was a great experience which I put to good use just a few days later when I got 
a call about another death in the congregation.

My advice to those coming into ministry is to listen with the heart of Christ what the 
congregants have to say. I have found that if you pause a little bit, consider where they are 
coming from, you find you have more in common than differences.

Kathy and I will be moving to Greenville, S.C. area where our daughter is locating. 
We look forward to spending Christmas and Easters together.

GERALD SAVAGE
am amazed, that in the end, God’s Word is always 
faithful. All of us are eventually captured by God’s Word.  
To stay true to that Word and not necessarily preach what 

people want to hear, but be guided by the Spirit and trust God.
 I started my ministry in the Black Church and then I was 
appointed to predominantly white churches, but as I come to the 
end of my active ministry, I have found we are virtually the same – 
we hurt the same and bleed the same. We got some issues around 
politics and stories reported in the media but the Word applies 
equally to all of us.  It is our hope.
 You have to be content with God’s work in you. There are so many ways to serve 
your call outside of the pastorate. I think it all has to do with what God has made us to 
be.  Once you surrender to God, you feel comfortable in your own skin.
 In retirement, I am looking forward to not having to be, go or do anything that 
I don’t want to. I want to teach, finish writing a book and spending time with my 
grandson as I continue to serve the Lord. But I won’t miss one meeting or end-of-year 
report! I am looking forward to what God has planned for me.

JAMES TILL
am presently completing 30 years of service at Champaign 
First United Methodist Church as Minister of Music and 
Worship.  I became a diaconal minister in 1978 and an 

ordained deacon in 1997. I have been employed full-time by The 
United Methodist Church since 1974.
 The greatest reward has been the joy of giving praise to our 
loving God and sharing that joy with all ages in musical groups and 
with congregations. As Christians, we are all called to a ministry of 
music whether we sing in a choir, play an instrument, or sing from 
our hearts in the congregation. 'Our God is a Great God and greatly to be praised!"
 We know that we cannot meet everyone's worship needs all the time, but the ad-
vice I would give to someone entering music and worship ministry is: just be sensitive 
to different needs and be open to a variety of styles for a variety of folks who wish to 
praise God. And laity: pray for your pastors. Dream big dreams for your church and 
offer your time and talents to make ministry happen.
 My plans in retirement will have me staying in Champaign. Hopfully, I will be 
doing a lot of traveling. Marie and I have several hobbies including fly fishing that will 
take some of our extra time.

KEVIN TREPTOW
he active ministry has been a great life. With it has come 
the joys of working with people and serving the Lord. I 
have been able to be myself and yet be in ministry, living 

out the call of God on my life.
 My wife, Sharon, was called into ministry before me. We were 
living in Kentucky and she was appointed to the Montrose-Wood-
bury-Wheeler and we would be living in the Montrose parsonage 
with three children. We loaded up a Ryder truck in 1987 with all 
our belongings and the people of Montrose charge welcomed us and loved us. I was 
somewhat out of the church but their love brought me in and eventually, I ended up in 
ministry myself.
 I would tell those entering the ministry, first and foremost: don’t take it too seriously.  
You are working with people, which can be a joy and blessing, but it also can be very 
frustrating, too. Find the joy and don’t forget it.
 I will not be completely retired. Sharon has been appointed to Springfield: Woodside 
UMC and I have been appointed to a part-time appointment at Fountain of Life UMC 
east of Springfield.  I enjoy gardening and we have a one-year-old grandbaby Cameron.

PATRICK WADSWORTH
he greatest reward in ministry has been the opportunity 
for very ecumenical work. I have spent most of my 
ministry outside the bounds of the Illinois Great Rivers 

Conference and was called out of the conference by a chaplaincy 
position in a Catholic Hospital. Through the years, I have had a 
number of opportunities to work with non-United Methodists 
and it has expanded my theological horizons and understanding 
of what church is. And it also has let me know that God is at work 
outside the organized church as well.
 The main piece of advice that I would give to people just 
beginning ministry, try to follow the Spirit’s leading as you make 
decisions. Try to surrender any pre-conceived ideas of ministry and follow where the 
Spirit leads and I believe that you find that is where you will find the greatest fulfill-
ment and reward in ministry. 
 The most important laity can do is to discern together what God is leading us to 
do. This means getting rid of personal agendas for the sake of the whole.
 I don’t have any clear plans for retirement. I retired in June 2013. I have been us-
ing the last year as a sabbatical year. My wife and I have been active in a local United 
Methodist Church where our grandchildren attend. She is still actively employed and 
has no plan to retire in the immediate future.
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Campaign nears $2.5 million goal
As of press time, the Illinois Great 

Rivers Conference is closing in on the 
$2.5 million mark as receipts have 
narrowed the gap to a mere $14,153.

The Third Annual Bishops’ Open 
generated $13,000 May 16 and contri-
butions from the local churches and 
individuals sending in their offerings 
provided more than $34,000 during 
the month of May. A special offering 
at the opening worship service of 
Annual Conference is expected to put 

the conference “over the top.”
As of May 16, there was $20,672 

in outstanding church goals and an 
additional $136,700 in outstanding 
pledges yet to be paid.

The original $2.3 million was 
raised by the 2013 Annual Confer-
ence session to $2.5 million. Since 
Jan. 1, just over $200,000 has been 
remitted to close the gap to its pres-
ent amount.
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CaChe
Anna UMC
Benton First UMC
Big Prairie UMC
Broughton UMC
Cache Chapel UMC
Cairo Tigert Memorial UMC
Carbondale First UMC
Carbondale Grace UMC
Carmi Emmanuel UMC
Carmi First UMC
Carterville UMC
Cave in Rock UMC
Cedar Grove UMC
Cobden Jesus es el Senor UMC
Colp UMC
Concord UMC
Crab Orchard UMC
Creal Springs UMC
Cross Road UMC
Crossville UMC
Dahlgren UMC
Dale UMC
DuQuoin First UMC
Eddyville UMC
Eldorado First UMC
Elizabethtown UMC
Elkville UMC
Equality UMC
Fountain UMC
Galatia UMC
Glendale UMC
Golconda UMC
Goreville UMC
Greenwood UMC
Harrisburg First UMC
Herrin First UMC
Hope Chapel UMC
Johnston City UMC
Karnak UMC
Macedonia UMC
Marion Aldersgate UMC
Marion First UMC
McLeansboro UMC
Metropolis First UMC
Mounds UMC
Mt. Moriah UMC
Murphysboro UMC
New Burnside UMC
Norris City UMC
Oak Grove UMC
Pinckneyville UMC
Pittsburg UMC
Powers UMC
Raleigh UMC
Ridgway UMC
Rosiclare UMC
Royalton UMC
Sesser First UMC
Shawneetown UMC
Shiloh UMC
Stiritz UMC
Sunfield UMC
Tate's Chapel UMC
Taylor UMC
Valier UMC
Vergennes Faith UMC
Vienna UMC
Walnut Grove UMC
Webb's Chapel UMC
Wesley Chapel UMC
West Frankfort Antioch UMC
West Frankfort Central UMC
West Frankfort Trinity UMC
Zeigler UMC

embarras
Altamont First UMC
Asbury UMC (Altamont)
Beecher City UMC
Brownstown UMC
Casey UMC
Charleston Otterbein UMC
Charleston Wesley UMC
Chrisman UMC

Clay's Prairie UMC
Coffeen UMC
Cottonwood UMC
Cowden UMC
Effingham Centenary UMC
Emmanuel UMC (Brownstown)
Etna UMC
Fairview UMC (St. Elmo)
Fillmore UMC
Fourth Street UMC
Gaskill Chapel UMC
Grandview UMC
Greenup UMC
Haley Chapel UMC
Harmon Chapel UMC
Harvest UMC
Herrick UMC
Hillsboro UMC
Humboldt UMC
Hume UMC
Irving UMC
Kansas UMC
Kedron UMC
Lakewood UMC
Marshall Armstrong UMC
Marshall Asbury UMC
Marshall Brick UMC
Marshall Dunlap UMC
Marshall Emmanuel UMC
Marshall First UMC
Martinsville UMC
Mattoon First UMC
Mode UMC
Montrose UMC
Mt. Carmel UMC (Vandalia)
Neoga Grace UMC
Newton Grace UMC
Oak Ridge UMC
Oakland UMC
Oblong Evangelical UMC
Oliver UMC
Paris First UMC
Paris Otterbein UMC
Pleasant Valley UMC
Robinson Otterbein UMC
Salem UMC (Cumberland Parish)
Scottland UMC
Shelbyville First UMC
Shelbyville Moulton UMC
Shumway UMC
St. Elmo First UMC
Stewardson UMC
Strasburg UMC
Sugar Grove UMC
Toledo UMC
Tower Hill UMC
Trinity Chapel UMC (St. Elmo)
Vermilion UMC
Washington UMC 
Watson UMC
Wesley Chapel UMC
Westfield UMC
Willow Hill UMC
Windsor UMC
Witt UMC
Woodbury UMC
Zion Hill UMC
Zion UMC (Marshall)
Zion UMC (Robinson)

IllInoIs
Bartonville UMC
Blue Ridge UMC
Boyd's Grove UMC
Bradford Leet Memorial UMC
Brimfield UMC
Canton South Park UMC
Canton Wesley UMC
Chillicothe UMC
Cuba UMC
Deer Creek UMC
Delavan UMC
Dunlap Prospect UMC
East Peoria Faith UMC
East Peoria First UMC

Eureka UMC
Farmington UMC
Glasford UMC
Green Valley First UMC
Hanna City UMC
Henry UMC
Hopedale UMC
Kewanee First UMC
Kingston Mines UMC
Lacon Sparland UMC
Lewistown UMC
Locust Lane UMC
London Mills UMC
Mackinaw UMC
Manito Community UMC
Monica UMC
Monterey UMC
Morton UMC
Neponset UMC
Norris UMC
Pekin First UMC
Pekin Grace UMC
Peoria Bethel UMC
Peoria Bradley Epworth UMC
Peoria First UMC
Peoria Forrest Hill UMC
Peoria Northwest UMC
Peoria University UMC
Princeville UMC
RiversEdge UMC
Sheffield UMC
Shields' Chapel UMC
Smithfield Brock UMC
Texas UMC
Toulon UMC
Tremont UMC
Trivoli UMC
Washburn UMC
Washington Crossroads UMC
Washington Evangelical UMC
West Jersey UMC
White Chapel UMC
Willow Hill UMC
Wyoming UMC
Zion Evangelical UMC

IroquoIs
Allerton UMC
Arcola UMC
Arthur UMC
Ashkum UMC
Batestown UMC
Bellflower UMC
Bement UMC
Bismarck UMC
Bondville UMC
Broadlands UMC
Camargo UMC
Catlin UMC
Centerville UMC
Champaign Faith UMC
Champaign First UMC
Champaign New Horizon UMC
Cissna Park UMC
Countryside UMC
Crescent City UMC
Danville Bowman Ave. 
UMC
Danville First UMC
Danville St. James UMC
Donovan UMC
Fairmount UMC
Fairview UMC
Farmer City UMC
Fisher UMC
Fithian UMC
Georgetown UMC
Gibson City UMC
Gilman UMC
Hebron UMC
Hindsboro UMC
Homer UMC
Hoopeston UMC
Iroquois UMC
Loda UMC

Mahomet UMC
Mansfield UMC
Melvin UMC
Middlefork UMC
Milford UMC
Murdock UMC
Newman UMC
Oakwood UMC
Ogden UMC
Onarga UMC
Parkville UMC
Paxton UMC
Pesotum UMC
Piper City UMC
Pleasant Grove UMC
Quest UMC
Rankin UMC
Rantoul UMC
Rossville UMC
Sadorus UMC
Savoy UMC
Seymour UMC
Sheldon UMC
Shiloh UMC
Sidell UMC
St. Joseph UMC
Stockland UMC
Sullivan UMC
Tolono UMC
Tuscola UMC
Union Corner UMC
Urbana First UMC
Urbana Grace UMC
Urbana Wesley UMC & Foundation
Watseka UMC
Weedman UMC
Weldon UMC
Wellington UMC
White Heath UMC
Woodland UMC

KasKasKIa
Adams Corner UMC
Albion UMC
Allendale UMC
Alma UMC
Asbury Chapel UMC
Ashley UMC
Bellmont UMC
Bethel UMC (Cisne)
Bethel UMC (Clay City)
Beulah UMC
Billett UMC
Bluford Otterbein UMC
Bonnie UMC
Boulder UMC
Bridgeport UMC
Brown's Chapel UMC
Browns UMC
Calhoun UMC
Central City UMC
Centralia Demaree UMC
Centralia Faith UMC
Centralia First UMC
Chauncey UMC
Cisne UMC
Claremont UMC
Clay City UMC
Conway UMC
Cubbage Chapel UMC
Ebenezer UMC (Calhoun)
Ebenezer UMC (Parkersburg)
Enterprise UMC
Fairfield Ellen Moore UMC
Fairfield First UMC
Fairview UMC
Farina UMC
Flora First UMC
Flora Trinity UMC
Fortney UMC
Garrison Temple UMC
Gilead UMC
Golden Gate UMC
Grayville UMC
Harmony UMC

Hopewell UMC
Ina UMC
Irvington UMC
Iuka UMC
Johnsonville UMC
Kinmundy First UMC
Lancaster UMC
Landes UMC
Lawrenceville First UMC
Lawrenceville Otterbein UMC
Lawrenceville Zion UMC
Little Wabash UMC
Louisville UMC
May Chapel UMC
Mt. Carmel Evangelical UMC
Mt. Carmel Trinity UMC
Mt. Vernon Epworth UMC
Mt. Vernon First UMC
Mt. Vernon Wesley UMC
Mt. Vernon West Salem 
Trinity UMC
Mt. Zion UMC
Nye Chapel UMC
Odin UMC
Olive Branch UMC
Olney First UMC
Olney Immanuel UMC
Olney St. Paul UMC
Parkersburg UMC
Patoka UMC
Petrolia UMC
Pinkstaff UMC
Pleasant Grove UMC (Alma)
Prairieton UMC
Richview UMC
Salem Grace UMC
Salem Trinity UMC
Sandoval UMC
Shattuc UMC
St. Francisville UMC
Sumner UMC
Union Chapel UMC
Vandalia First UMC
Waltonville UMC
Wayne City UMC
Wesley UMC (Kinmundy)
West UMC
West Salem Zion UMC
Xenia UMC

lamoIne
Arenzville UMC
Ashland UMC
Astoria UMC
Barry UMC
Batchtown UMC
Bath UMC
Baylis UMC
Beardstown UMC
Bethel UMC
Beverly UMC
Bluff Springs UMC
Bluffs UMC
Brooklyn UMC (Camden)
Browning UMC
Camden UMC
Camp Point UMC
Carlinville UMC
Carrollton UMC
Carthage First UMC
Centennial Ebenezer UMC
Christ UMC
Clayton (Federated) Church
Columbus UMC
Concord UMC
Detroit UMC
Doddsvllle UMC
Durbin UMC
Ebenezer UMC
Elm Grove UMC
Fairview UMC
Florence UMC
Franklin UMC
Girard UMC
Grafton UMC

Greenfield UMC
Griggsville UMC
Hamburg UMC
Hamilton UMC
Havana First UMC
Houston UMC
Hull UMC
Industry UMC
Jacksonville Asbury UMC
Jacksonville Brooklyn UMC
Jacksonville Centenary UMC
Jacksonville Grace UMC
Jacksonville Wesley Chapel UMC
Jerseyville UMC
Kane UMC
Kingston UMC
Littleton UMC
Living Faith UMC
Loraine UMC
Lynnville UMC
Manchester UMC
Modesto UMC
Mt. Sterling UMC
Murrayville UMC
Naples UMC
New Canton UMC
New Hope UMC
New Salem UMC
Oakford UMC
Oxville UMC
Palmyra UMC
Paloma UMC
Payson UMC
Perry UMC
Peter Cartwright UMC
Pittsfield UMC
Plainville UMC
Pleasant Grove UMC
Pleasant Hill UMC
Quincy Melrose Chapel UMC
Quincy Union UMC
Quincy Vermont St. UMC
Richfield UMC
Rock Bridge UMC
Rosedale UMC
Rural UMC
Rushville First UMC
Sheldon's Grove UMC
Sugar Grove UMC
Vermont UMC
Virden First UMC
Virginia UMC
Warsaw UMC
Waverly UMC
Winchester UMC

mIssIssIppI
Alton Main Street UMC
Beckemeyer UMC
Belleville Signal Hill UMC
Belleville St. Matthew UMC
Belleville Union UMC
Bethalto UMC
Brighton St. Paul UMC
Bunker Hill UMC
Cahokia Park UMC
Carlyle First UMC
Caseyville UMC
Chester UMC
Collinsville First UMC
Columbia Bethany UMC
Coulterville UMC
Dorchester UMC
East Alton First UMC
East St. Louis Trinity UMC
Edwardsville Immanuel UMC
Edwardsville St. John's UMC
Ellis Grove UMC
Elsah UMC
Fairview Heights Christ UMC
Fairview Heights Prospect 
Park UMC
Glen Carbon New Bethel UMC
Godfrey First UMC
Granite City Dewey Ave. UMC

Granite City Nameoki UMC
Granite City Niedringhaus UMC
Greenville First UMC
Highland Hope UMC
Huey UMC
Keyesport UMC
Lebanon First UMC
Litchfield St. Timothy UMC
Marissa UMC
Maryville St. Luke's UMC
Mascoutah Bethel UMC
Medora UMC
Mt. Olive UMC
Nashville Grace UMC
New Baden UMC
O'Fallon First UMC
Okawville UMC
Panama UMC
Percy UMC
Rosewood Heights St. Paul UMC
Shiloh UMC
Shipman UMC
Sparta UMC
Steeleville UMC
Troy UMC
Wanda UMC
Wood River First UMC
Worden UMC

sangamon
Argenta UMC
Assumption UMC
Athens UMC
Auburn UMC
Beason UMC
Bethel UMC
Blue Mound UMC
Buckeye UMC
Cantrall UMC
Cerro Gordo UMC
Chatham UMC
Chestnut UMC
Cisco UMC
Clinton UMC
Dalton City UMC
Decatur Christ UMC
Decatur First UMC
Decatur Grace UMC
Decatur Sharon UMC
Decatur Wesley UMC
Divernon UMC
Easton UMC
Elkhart UMC
Elwin UMC
Fairview UMC
Farmersville UMC
Findlay UMC
Forsyth UMC
Garver Brick UMC
Hammond UMC
Hartsburg UMC
Illiopolis UMC
La Place UMC
Latham UMC
Lincoln First UMC
Long Creek UMC
Lovington UMC
Macon UMC
Maroa UMC
Mason City UMC
McLean UMC
Middletown UMC
Midland UMC
Monticello UMC
Morrisonville UMC
Moweaqua UMC
Mt. Pulaski First UMC
Mt. Zion UMC
New Holland UMC
New Salem UMC
Owaneco UMC
Pana UMC
Pawnee UMC
Petersburg UMC
Raymond Community of Faith

Riverton First UMC
Rochester UMC
San Jose UMC
Sherman UMC
South Fork UMC
Springfield Asbury UMC
Springfield Douglas Ave. UMC
Springfield First UMC
Springfield Grace UMC
Springfield Jerome UMC
Springfield Kumler UMC
Springfield Laurel UMC
Springfield Northside UMC
Springfield Woodside UMC
Sugar Creek UMC
Taylorville UMC
Warrensburg UMC
Waynesville UMC
Williamsville UMC
Zion Chapel UMC

spoon
Abingdon UMC
Aledo UMC
Alpha UMC
Altona UMC
Annawan Community UMC
Annawan Fairview UMC
 e UMC
Bishop Hill UMC
Blandinsville UMC
Burnside UMC
Bushnell UMC
Cambridge UMC
Carbon Cliff UMC
Carman UMC
Church of the Cross UMC
Colchester UMC
Colona UMC
Colusa UMC
Douglas UMC
Durham UMC
East Moline Christ UMC
East Moline Grace UMC
Eliza Community Church
Elmwood UMC
Fairfield UMC
Fairview Center UMC
Galesburg Faith UMC
Galesburg First UMC
Galva First UMC
Galva Grace UMC
Geneseo First UMC
Geneseo Grace UMC
Gladstone UMC
Good Hope UMC
Green River UMC
Hampton UMC
Hills Grove UMC
Hillsdale UMC
Hooppole Zion UMC
Illinois City UMC
Jerusalem UMC
Joy UMC
Kirkwood UMC
Knoxville First UMC
La Harpe UMC
Loraine UMC
Macomb Wesley UMC
Maquon UMC
Maxey Chapel UMC
Milan Trinity UMC
Mineral UMC
Moline Bethel Wesley UMC
Moline Riverside UMC
Monmouth First UMC
Nauvoo UMC
North Henderson UMC
Oquawka UMC
Orange Chapel UMC
Orion UMC
Pine Bluff UMC
Point Pleasant UMC
Port Byron First UMC
Preemption UMC

Reynolds UMC
Rock Island Two Rivers 
UMC
Roseville UMC
Silvis UMC
Smithshire UMC
Stronghurst UMC
Swan Creek UMC
Taylor Ridge UMC
Victoria UMC
Viola UMC
Walnut Grove UMC
Williamsfield UMC

VermIlIon
Aroma Park UMC
Atlanta UMC
Bloomington Wesley
Bloomington West Olive 
Faith UMC
Bonfield Evangelical UMC
Bonfield First UMC
Bourbonnais Grace UMC
Braceville UMC
Bradley Evangelical UMC
Bradley Wesley UMC
Cabery UMC
Chatsworth UMC
Chenoa UMC
Coal City UMC
Colfax UMC
Cornell Blackstone UMC
Cropsey UMC
Cullom UMC
Downs UMC
Dwight UMC
Ebenezer UMC
El Paso UMC
Ellsworth UMC
Essex UMC
Fairbury UMC
Forrest UMC
Grand Prairie UMC
Grand Ridge UMC
Hennepin UMC
Herscher UMC
Heyworth UMC
Hudson UMC
Kankakee Asbury UMC
Kankakee St. Mark UMC
Kankakee Trinity UMC
Kempton UMC
LeRoy UMC
Lexington First UMC
Long Point UMC
Loraine UMC
Lostant UMC
Magnolia UMC
Manteno UMC
Mazon UMC
McDowell UMC
McNabb UMC
Minonk UMC
Momence UMC
Normal Calvary UMC
Normal First UMC
Normal Morningstar UMC
Pleasant Grove UMC
Pontiac First UMC
Reddick UMC
Ritchey UMC
Roanoke UMC
Saunemin UMC
Saybrook Wesbein UMC
Secor UMC
Streator First UMC
Tonica UMC
Verona UMC
Wenona St. John's UMC

Rock Island Two Rivers 

A BIG Thank You to the following Churches that helped us reach our goal

ImagineNoMalaria
Honoring Our Retirees
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JAMES WHEELER
o matter where I was, the people and the relationships I 
formed with them are rewards of ministry. The relation-
ships also made it very hard to leave each appointment. 

The other aspect is all of the colleagues in pastoral ministry as 
well as the chaplains have been a support and a lot of friendships 
there. I have appreciated the collegiality.
        The mark of my ministry has been my relationship with itin-
erancy where I commuted usually weekly for most of my career. 

That was a decision my wife and I made for the stability of our children and their 
education and talents.  It was also a mutual recognition of our callings because I rec-
ognized her calling as ministry in her working with children ages 0-3 of teen parents 
and trying to work with them and improve their lives. I think she saved as many lives 
as I did. But that meant commuting up to three hours weekly one way. There were 
sacrifices in to stay with my call and Margie likewise with her call.
 In retirement, I plan to put the car in the garage and stay home.  We will be liv-
ing in Godfrey, and in addition to finding a church home, I will be catching up on 
some of my hobbies.

EDWARD WOJNAR
s a second-career pastor, I have had the opportunity 
to serve as pastor of the Altamont Circuit for the 
past eight years after a career as an electrical engi-

neer. 
 The love of the people, the ability to participate in wed-
dings, baptisms and funerals have been most rewarding.  
These are things you never receive as an electrical engineer 
and if were to do it again, I would have started out as a pastor. 
 One of the most touching stories from my ministry happened last year at Epworth 
Camp in Louisville. For the first time, the United Methodist Children’s Home sent 
campers. One of the young men was part of my group. After two days, I was beginning 
whether he could fit in. I soon found out that the only person with any concerns was 
me. Nobody else was looking at his background, his physical appearance or his prob-
lems. The kids took him in.
 Several months later, I visited the Children’s Home and found that he was taking 
interest in weekly chapel.
 Don’t be afraid to start out in ministry. My pastor and my district superintendent 
were both instrumental in me making the transition from my first career to a second 
career.
 Although I am retiring, I will remain in Altamont and continue to pastor the four 
churches I have been serving. I am still in good health.

N

A

18 years later, there’s still Hope
      Graduate meets the man who rescued her as a baby at her graduation party
(Editor’s note: Skyler James and her parents 
attend Charleston Wesley UMC in the Em-
barras River District)
BY JIM ROSSOW

Champaign News-Gazette

CHARLESTON — Skyler James figured 
her parents would go overboard when it 
came to a high school graduation present.

"I thought it'd be a necklace or a bracelet," 
she said. "Some kind of jewelry."

But when it came time for gift-giving at 
the May 18 party in the fellowship hall at 
Wesley United Methodist Church, Bon-
nie and Greg James delivered something 
even better. They surprised their 18-year-
old daughter with the man who came to 
her rescue the day she was born.

Nice to finally meet you, Charlie Heflin.

"Best gift ever," Skyler said. "I never ex-
pected it to be Charlie."

The two first met Nov. 4, 1995, when 
Heflin — then an Urbana-based cable-
repair supervisor and trained emergency 
medical technician listening to scanner 
traffic — scooped up a baby abandoned 
by her birth mother at Mount Olive Cem-
etery west of Mayview. The story of baby 
"Crystal Hope" — all 6 pounds, 6 ounces 
— played out on the front pages of The 
News-Gazette.

"Crystal Hope" eventually found a home with Bonnie 
and Greg James in Charleston. Heflin moved on, too, 
graduating from Parkland College before settling in 

near Evansville, Ind., where he lives today.

After years of searching for Heflin, Bonnie James 
tracked him down several weeks ago. It was a phone 
call neither will forget.

"She asked if I could come for graduation," 
Heflin said. "I said I'd be happy to."

Heflin attended the Charleston High 
ceremony last Friday but remained in the 
shadows, saving the face-to-face reunion 
until 30 minutes into Sunday's party. It was 
an encounter neither will forget.

"Hugs. Lots of hugs, lots of tears," Skyler 
said. "There wasn't a dry eye in the place."

Heflin, 45, presented Skyler with framed 
copies of The News-Gazette articles from 
'95, which she now keeps in her home.

"After 18 years, I was so elated to find out 
that she turned out to be such a beautiful 
young woman, so vibrant and intelligent," 
Heflin said. "Such a joyous occasion."

Teachers at Charleston second Heflin's take 
on Skyler, who will attend Concordia Uni-
versity in Chicago. An honor roll student, 
choir member and student council regu-
lar, Skyler "is a wonderful, wonderful role 
model," high school English teacher Kristin 
Runyon said.

With at least one more Facebook friend 
than she had a week ago.

His name's Charlie.

"We've been talking every day since," Skyler 
said Thursday. "It's not going to be 18 more 

years before we stay in touch."

(Reprinted with permission from the May 23 issue of the 
Champaign News-Gazette, www.news-gazette.com)

Photo courtesy of Skyler James 
This undated photo provided by Skyler James shows from left, Skyler James, Charlie Heflin, and Greg and Bonnie James, 
Skyler's adoptive parents, in Charleston, Ill. Skyler James and Heflin share a long history. Heflin saved Skyler 18 years 
ago when he found her abandoned in a cemetery. Heflin later moved on to Evansville, Ind., and the James' adopted her 
shortly after. James' parents recently went looking for the man who saved her and surprised Skyler by bringing him to 
her graduation. 

Download the App for IGRC United Methodist Church
Use this app to stay connected and up-to-date on conference news, happenings, events and more!

 android                              iphone                                                        iphone

(Reprinted with permission from the May 23 issue of the 
Champaign News-Gazette, www.news-gazette.com)

Use this app to stay connected and up-to-date on conference news, happenings, events and more!
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Local Church NEWS Ministry of the Laity NEWS

BY BRUCE RUSHTON
Illinois Times

SPRINGFIELD --  She is almost always outgunned, 
out-financed and outvoted, but it’s hard to imagine Anita 
Bedell getting outworked.

As executive director of Illinois Church Action on Al-
cohol and Addiction Problems since 1994, Bedell has been 
fighting the good fight for two decades, imploring gover-
nors and legislators to lower the blood-alcohol limit for 
motorists, curb gambling and resist a national trend toward 
legalizing marijuana. She has had her successes, but they 
are outnumbered by defeats, and hers has become a lonely 
battle. You don’t have to look any further than ILCAAAP 
headquarters on Jefferson Street to see that.

A gas station across the street sells beer and wine, 
thanks to a zoning change and liquor license granted by the 
city in 2008 over the protests of a dozen or so kids that Be-
dell brought to a city council meeting. A windowless adult 
video store less than two blocks away on Jefferson closed 
only recently.

“God has called you to faithfulness, not results,” reads 
a wall placard in the barebones ILCAAAP office. “Don’t 
measure the size of the mountain, talk to the one who can 
move it,” reads a desk ornament inscribed with the words of 
Max Lucado, a preacher and author of Christian-oriented 
inspirational books.

Carrie Nation she is not.
While America’s most famous prohibitionist used a 

hatchet to get her point across, Bedell has relied on statistics 
and a calm, even voice during her career as the state’s best-
known lobbyist against drugs, gambling and alcohol. From 
her sensible looks-like-Penney’s clothing to her aging Buick 
LeSabre sedan, she is straight from central casting. But 
books have more than covers.

“I think she’s dismissed as being, quote, 
the church lady at times,” says the Rev. 
Thomas Grey, who once lived in Illinois and 
is now a senior advisor for Stop Preda-
tory Gambling, a nonprofit organization 
based in Washington, D.C. “Anita is not the 
cartoon character that they want to make 
her out to be. You cannot find her speaking 
an untruth in any testimony she’s ever made 
– everything is footnoted, everything is 
researched. To do that for over 20 years is a 
real credit to who she is. She does it because 
it’s the right thing to do.

“There aren’t many people like that.”

Commitments and changing times
Bedell is loath to talk about herself.
She confesses that she has gambled 

herself, but only once, and the game she 
played, bingo, comes as no surprise. She 
is a teetotaler who drinks no coffee but 
plenty of tea. She plays piano and attends 
St. Joseph The Worker Catholic Church in 
Chatham, where she lives. When she isn’t 
testifying against bills to allow slot ma-
chines at the state fairgrounds or the state 
lottery on the Internet or new casinos, she 
says she likes to garden, read, cook and 
listen to music.

What kind of music? All kinds, she answers, without 
providing examples. She wasn’t always involved in politics. 
Before becoming an activist, Bedell, who is from Illinois, 
taught school in South Carolina when her husband was 
stationed there while serving in the military. She says she 
taught eighth grade and high school, but won’t say what 
subjects.

“I taught something,” she says. “I’d rather it (the story) 
be about the organization than me personally.”

In a that-was-then-this-is-now world where elected 
officials too often break vows on everything from tax hikes 
to limiting themselves to just a few terms in office, Bedell 
is both persistent and consistent. She remembers which 
lawmakers pledged not to expand gambling without a vote 
of the people in the 1990s, then voted for gambling bills 
that include legislation that has allowed video gambling 
machines in virtually any business that has a liquor license.

State Rep. Raymond Poe, R-Springfield, for example, 
posed for a photograph in 1994 along with Bedell and other 
backers of a referendum in which 90 percent of voters said 
they wanted an election before any expansion of gambling 
in Sangamon County. At the time, gambling proponents 

were talking about building a casino along the Sangamon 
River.

By the mid 2000s, however, Poe’s position had changed. 
He supported bills to expand harness racing at the state 
fairgrounds while allowing more off-track betting. He also 
favored slot machines at the fairgrounds, and he made no 
apologies when Bedell called him out in the press, with 
the legislator saying that economics had changed since 
county voters said that they wanted to vote on any pro-
posals that would expand gambling. Constituents didn’t 
want gas, income or sales taxes raised, he said in 2008, and 
taxes on gambling promised a way to ease the state’s fiscal 
woes. Since 2009, Poe has voted in favor of at least 10 pro-
gambling bills, by ILCAAAP’s count, and hasn’t opposed a 
single one.

“Was it a lifetime commitment 
or was it a 1994 commitment for that 
year?” Poe says today. “I didn’t vote for 
gaming for about 10 years – I think that 
10 years ought to be pretty good on a 
commitment.”

Poe wasn’t the only local legislator 
who flipped on the gambling question. 
During his first campaign for state 
Senate back in 1995, now-retired Sen. 
Larry Bomke, R-Springfield, said that 
he was personally opposed to gambling, 
but that voters should have a say in any 
proposal to expand gambling. By 2012, 
Bomke was supporting a massive ex-
pansion of gambling in Illinois, includ-
ing slot machines at the fairgrounds, 
slots at horse-racing tracks elsewhere in 

the state, five new casinos throughout the state and expan-
sions of existing casinos, all without a vote of the people.

Bedell gives a sad smile while recalling the 1994 refer-
endum that ended up making no difference.

“When you get 90 percent of the people, that’s huge,” 
Bedell said. “They (lawmakers) just ignored it. It’s disheart-
ening, to tell you the truth.”

An evolving mission
Bedell, who had held a clerical position at St. Joseph 

The Worker Church, took a job at ILCAAAP in 1990, the 
same year that legislators approved the establishment of 10 
casinos outside Chicago, which remains off-limits to both 
full-blown casinos and video gambling machines in bars 
and restaurants that now pepper the rest of the state.

ILCAAAP considers itself a harm-prevention organiza-
tion and has a related agency, Churches In Action, that is 
headquartered in the same building and distributes anti-
drug and alcohol literature to church and youth groups. 
Unlike Churches in Action, ILCAAAP operates as a “social 
welfare” organization under the federal tax code for non-
profits and has more latitude to get involved in politics than 
its sister agency.

“I had my degree in teaching,” Bedell says of her deci-
sion to apply for a clerical position at ILCAAAP. “I thought 
I could use my background. It was a good fit.”

Four years later, she became executive director of an 
agency that celebrated its 100th anniversary in 1998. She 
has headed the organization longer than any other person.

If nothing else, ILCAAAP has stamina. It got its start 
as the Anti-Saloon League of Illinois, back when William 
McKinley was in the White House and “Remember the 
Maine, down with Spain” was the catchphrase that helped 
light the Spanish-American War. Meanwhile, movements 
for women’s suffrage and temperance were growing in 
strength.

There was big money and political influence in the 

no-booze movement as Prohibition approached. 
William H. Anderson, a lawyer from Carlinville, 
parlayed his position as head of the Illinois Anti-
Saloon League at the turn of the last century into 
a larger role on the East Coast, where he became 
head of the New York Anti-Saloon League and 
railed as much against Catholics as he did against 
demon rum. He was convicted of forgery in 
1924 for altering the league’s financial records. 
The amount of money at stake, $24,700, was 
the equivalent of more than $341,000 in today’s 
dollars.

Fifteen years after Prohibition ended, the 
Anti-Saloon League of Illinois in 1948 became 
the Temperance League of Illinois. The organiza-
tion, which had been headquartered in Chicago, 
moved to Springfield in 1954, one year after 
Gov. William Stratton banned beer at the state 
fair. The group boasted 160 board members that 
represented 44 religious denominations and had 
an annual budget of $120,000, the equivalent 

of more than $1 million today. ILCAAAP had $53,000 in 
revenue in 2012, according to the most recent financial 
statements provided to the Internal Revenue Service, and 
Churches in Action, its sister agency, took in $154,200 that 
same year.

The organization’s mission has evolved over the years 
to include fights against drugs and gambling in addition 
to pro-temperance stances. ILCAAAP adopted its pres-
ent name in 1963, and gambling landed on the agenda in 
1992, when the group’s board voted to fight the expansion 
of gambling two years after state lawmakers approved 10 
casinos. While casino companies eyed potential locations, a 
wave of grassroots politicking broke out statewide as voters 
in more than a dozen counties and municipalities approved 
referendums demanding a public vote before casinos could 
be built in their communities.

In Sangamon County, Bedell and a handful of allies 
collected more than 12,000 signatures in less than six weeks 
during the summer of 1994 to get the referendum on the 
fall ballot, setting up camp at summer festivals, visiting 
church congregations and going door to door. God did his 
part, keeping the weather comfortable – there was appre-
ciable rain just three days, the temperature rose above 90 

Anita Bedell fights gambling and keeps the faith

“I think she’s dismissed as being, quote, the church 

lady at times. Anita is not the cartoon character that 

they want to make her out to be. You cannot find her 

speaking an untruth in any testimony she’s ever made 

– everything is footnoted, everything is researched. To 

do that for over 20 years is a real credit to who she is. 

She does it because it’s the right thing to do.”
— The Rev. Thomas Grey

Once lived in Illinois, now a senior advisor 
for Stop Predatory Gambling, a nonprofit 
organization based in Washington, D.C.

The Church Lady

Pulling out all the Stops for 
2014 Illinois Great Rivers Conference

Church Organ Network of Effingham, IL, will be providing the Allen Digi-
tal Computer Renaissance Organ, featuring sampled pipe voices of the 
greatest Pipe Organs of the World.

Piano Gallery of Peoria, will be providing Yamaha’s newly designed C6X-
PE series Concert Artist Polished Ebony Grand Piano.

Churches, Schools, or Individuals searching for a Church Organ, Grand 
or Upright Piano, or Clavinova are invited to contact Church Organ Net-
work, 902 S Willow, Effingham, IL

217.342.2207
email info@churchorgannetwork.com

or Piano Gallery of Peoria, 4640 N Brandywine, Peoria, IL
309.966.0434, 
PianoGalleryofPeoria.com

Mt. Olive UMC celebrates 25 years in new building following fire
MT. OLIVE -- Mt. Olive United Methodist Church celebrat-
ed 25 years in their church building on May 17. 

The evening began with finger foods, tours of the 1989 
building and videos that chronicled the before, during 
and after stages of the construction. Tables of photos 
and other memorabilia stirred memories of the church’s 
rich history.

The Pickin’ Chicks, a bluegrass group from New Athens, 
provided a concert of their music. The group is com-
prised of high school girls accomplished in guitar, banjo, 
violin and singing.

On Christmas Eve 1987, the church, which was originally 
the German Methodist Episcopal Church, burned to the 
ground. Fire began under the choir loft in the basement 
due to electrical wiring. With 30 mph winds, the fire was 
impossible to contain, even with the assistance of four 
other fire departments.

Responding to the fire, a new church was built and dedi-
cated on April 9, 1989. A new parsonage was built the 
following year. Both were completed without indebted-
ness.

Mt. Olive UMC has a rich tradition in that it was the result 
of two congregations – the German Methodist Episcopal 

Church and the English Meth-
odist Episcopal Church.  From 
1863 to 1878, German Meth-
odists in Mt. Olive traveled by 
wagon to attend services in 
Staunton. In 1878, Rev. John 
Wanner came from Highland 
every two weeks to hold 
services in a Mt. Olive school 
house.

In 1880, the German Method-
ist Episcopal Church was built in Mt. Olive at the corner 
of Poplar and Second North. A parsonage, across from 
the church was purchased in 1882. In 1883, a German 
school was started with 70 pupils. An addition to the 
church was built on the east side in 1887. A new parson-
age followed in 1891 next to the church. Addition to the 
north side of the church was built in 1906 with additions 
added to the north and south side of the Sunday School 
building in 1924.

Until 1908, the English Methodist Episcopal Church was 
associated with Staunton. The church, with the parson-
age next door, was located on Fourth North Street. In 
1925, the English Methodist Episcopal Church and the 

German Methodist Episcopal 
Church merged to form the 
Methodist Episcopal Church of 
Mt. Olive. Families met at the 
English Church and marched a 
few blocks to the German Church 
where uniting services were held 
and the new unified congrega-
tion continued to hold services. 
The English church was subse-
quently demolished. The former 

English parsonage still stands.

Following merger, horse sheds were torn down with ten-
nis courts being built in 1941. The kitchen was enlarged 
by extending the north wall in 1947. In the early 1950’s 
the Sunday School building was extended to the east 
and the north and south sides were divided into class-
rooms. In 1956, the sanctuary was redecorated with new 
floor and carpet, pews, painting and lights. The “I Am” 
series of stained glass windows were installed.

In 1968, the Methodist Church became The United Meth-
odist Church with the merger of The Methodist Church 
with The Evangelical United Brethren Church. On Aug. 
31, 1980, the church celebrated its centennial. 



22 

TH
E

 C
U

R
R

EN
T

J
U

N
E

 2
0

1
4

23 

Conference NEWS

only twice and the average high was a moderate 84 degrees. 
No one was paid to gather signatures.

“We had 12 people,” Bedell recalls. “We met every week. 
It’s a tough thing to do.”

The anti-gambling campaign turned in signatures three 
days early, and the 66,380 to 7,123 final vote was one of the 
most lopsided margins in county electoral history. The vote 
was advisory – the Illinois Constitution strictly limits the 
powers of voters to make decisions, and elected representa-
tives in the Land of Lincoln are notoriously reluctant to give 
up power. Still, few politicians welcome being labeled as out 
of touch with their constituencies. 

“With 90 percent of the people saying they want to have 
a right to vote, that’s a pretty strong statement, and it cannot 
be ignored,” Joe Aiello, Sangamon County clerk, told the 
State Journal-Register after results were tabulated.

Politicians paid attention, but only for awhile.
Bedell and her allies failed in their push for a statewide 

referendum that would have required an advisory vote 
before gambling was expanded anywhere in the state, with 
the measure passing the Senate in 1995 but stalling in the 
House. Only 49 candidates in 158 races for legislative seats 
in 1996 signed pledges promising to support a moratorium 
on gambling expansion until voters had a chance to cast 
ballots in a statewide advisory referendum. Just 14, including 
Sen. Bomke, were incumbents.

In 1999, 
Bedell lost 
a fight to 
maintain 
a require-
ment that 
riverboats 
embark 
on cruises 
rather than 
remain 
permanently 

moored, and gambling revenue, with accompanying losses, 
surged with the ability of gamblers to enter and leave casinos 
whenever they pleased. The biggest blow, she says, came 
in 2009, when the state legalized video gambling at bars, 
restaurants and anyplace else with a liquor license, essen-
tially establishing mini-casinos in thousands of businesses 
throughout the state. Like Poe, Bomke, who retired from the 

senate last year, voted for video gambling despite pre-
viously taking a stance that more gambling shouldn’t 
be allowed without a vote of the people.

Powered by experience, prayer
Bedell had never lobbied a public official before 

becoming an ILCAAAP lobbyist in 1994, the same 
year she became head of the organization.

“It was hard,” she recalls. “It was what you call on-
the-job training. … I knew nothing.”

She learned quickly.
Bedell recalls that her first time testifying before 

state lawmakers came at a committee hearing when 
she and three or four other opponents of a proposed 
Springfield casino traveled to the Capitol to speak 
their piece. As was customary, the committee chair 
told opponents to pick a representative to speak for 
the entire group. Rep. Lou Lang, 
D-Skokie, spoke up, urging the 

chair to allow everyone to testify.
“He said, ‘No, I want to know why 

the rest of you don’t want a casino in 
Springfield,’” Bedell recalls. “I was not 
prepared. I got up and said something 
and they put it on television.”

Bedell says she doesn’t know 
much about Lang, one of the General 
Assembly’s biggest supporters of gambling legislation, but 
he has always been courteous. Lang says that some of the 
information Bedell provides isn’t detailed or deep, but he 
doesn’t blame her – that, he says, is the fault of others who 
are providing information for talking points.

“She can’t do everything,” Lang says. “I’m not sure 
she knows that I admire her, but I do. … There are a lot of 
people around here in this building where I’ve worked for 26 
years who end up on the losing side and take it personally. 
Anita never does. When Anita comes to the building, she 
has a level of gravitas. She has something important to say. 
She works very hard to make her points, oftentimes in front 
of groups of people who aren’t listening. She doesn’t come 
with a big political action committee. She has to do this 
virtually on her own, and she’s pretty darn good at it, given 
all those things.”

No one has to tell Bedell that she’s facing long odds.
“We don’t think that the vote’s going to go our way, 

but we need to get the message out,” Bedell says. “Silence is 
consent.”

Bedell says her passion is powered by personal experi-
ence. She recalls babysitting as an eighth grader for a family 
with parents who played the ponies.

“They had hardly any furniture,” Bedell says. “They had 
no toys for the kids. At the end of the week, I didn’t get paid. 
They’d gambled it all away. … At the end of the summer, the 
house was foreclosed on and their car was taken away.”

Bedell says she prays before and 
during legislative hearings when 
she’s due to testify, but there is never 
a spiritual component to her public 
comments. Rather, she talks about the 
social harm and addictive powers of 
gambling, alcohol, drugs or whatever 
else is on the agenda.

“I don’t think she’s ever used the 

word ‘smite’ in her life,” says Vickie 
Moseley, a former ILCAAAP lobby-
ist who served one term in the state 
House. “She’s just a very down-
to-earth Midwestern girl. What 
you see when she’s in committee is 
really Anita.”

A badge of honor
Bedell doesn’t have perfect answers for everything. 

Medical marijuana is one example.
ILCAAAP opposes medical pot that legislators legalized 

in 2013, five years after Lang first introduced a bill. Bedell 
cites research that shows negative effects of marijuana on the 
brain and says the drug kills motivation in young people. 
She doesn’t mention the fact that tens of millions of Ameri-
cans have used the drug with no ill effects or that pot smok-
ers have gone on to become presidents or that most any cop 
would rather deal with a stoner than a drunk. 

“It (medical marijuana) opens the door for legalization 
(of recreational pot) – they’ve said that all along,” she says. 
“There’s an increase in use by young people.”

And what would she say to the cancer patient whose use 
of marijuana sparks appetite and eliminates nausea caused 
by chemotherapy? Or the multiple sclerosis sufferer whose 
pain and tremors are eased by a few puffs?

“I don’t know if it works,” Bedell answers. “It’s not pre-
scribed by a doctor.”

So far as Bedell is concerned, the sick can start smoking 
pot when the U.S. Food and Drug Administration conducts 
clinical trials, benefits are proven to outweigh risks and the 
drug is removed from the list of substances that the feds 
say have no legitimate medical use. It’s typical of the strong 
stances Bedell takes, and it’s her commitment that wins 
admiration.

“She’s one of those people who don’t rely on the kind-
ness of strangers,” says Moseley, who now works in the secu-
rities division of the secretary of state’s office. “She feels very 
strongly about this issue, not just the gambling issue, but the 
addiction issue and how it impacts lives. This is her niche. 
This is where she wants to make her mark on the world.”

Bedell says she considers Moseley a mentor who taught 
her the ropes at the Capitol. Moseley says that’s too much 
credit. While Grey, the reverend who moved from Illinois 
to combat gambling on the national level, was focused on 
public relations and the media, Moseley says that she con-
centrated on arm-twisting legislative staff while working for 
ILCAAAP. Bedell, she says, did both.

“Anita was bouncing back and forth between the two 
of us,” Moseley recalls. “She would come and testify before 
committees and then be at the press conference the next day. 
She was doing all of it, plus running the (ILCAAAP) office.”

Moseley recalls Bedell enlisting nuns to write letters to 
lawmakers.

“When you get a letter with O.P. below the name, you 
take a moment to think about it,” Moseley says.

While the common wisdom holds that Bedell is tilting 
at windmills, Moseley points out that there are no casinos or 
state-sanctioned video gambling machines in Chicago. She 
recalls driving to the West Coast in the late 1990s and seeing 
widespread legal gambling in one state after the next.

“We didn’t get it until now,” Moseley says. “If you’re 
looking to point to something that she did, we could have 
had it a lot sooner.”

Church lady. Moseley has heard the label. It should not, 
she says, be considered an insult.

“I would call it a badge of honor,” she says. “If that’s the 
voice you would pin on Anita, that’s a good voice. I’ve been 
called a heckuva lot worse.” 

(Reprinted with permission from the May 15-21 issue of 
the Illinois Times, www.illinoistimes.com)
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“We don’t think that the vote’s going to go our way, but we 
need to get the message out. Silence is consent.” — Anita Bedell

BY BETH FENDER
IGRC Coordinator of Discipleship and New 

Streams

Eighteen young adults will be 
serving in ministries and churches 
throughout the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference this summer through the 
IGRC Intern Program. One additional 
intern will serve during the 2014-15 
academic year. 

The purpose of the program is to 
provide opportunities for Christian 
young adults to explore their unique 
calls to ministry and to experience 
those ministries first hand. The focus 
of the program is on vocational 
discernment and on the spiritual and 
leadership development of the intern. 
Some interns are already fairly sure 
they are called to pastoral ministry. 
Others seem like a great fit for the 
ministry of a deacon – though some 
don’t know that yet! Still others are 
looking for ways to integrate their faith 
as they share their gifts in the church 
as volunteers while working in the 
“secular” world.

This year, interns will be serving in 
locations from Carbon Cliff to Bradley 
to Metropolis – in eight different 
districts – in feeding ministries, music 

ministry, children and youth ministry, 
camping ministry, and more. Some 
will shadow pastors, while others will 
learn about the business aspects of a 
church. Several will help lead mis-
sion trips and Vacation Bible School 
(including a sidewalk VBS in a central 
city neighborhood), and some will go 
to camp for one or more weeks with 
children from the congregation where 
they will serve. Each intern will work 
with one or more mentors, including 
both clergy and laity from churches 
throughout the conference. While 
interns receive a stipend (provided 
through the generous apportionment 
giving of IGRC congregations), men-
tors volunteer for the task – some year 
after year, some just for this season. A 
few of our mentors are former interns 
who are now serving in full-time 
ministry!

To learn more about the IGRC 
Intern Program and how you or your 
church or ministry can get involved, 
please visit www.igrc.org/interns or 
contact Beth Fender at 217-529-2611 
or via email at bfender@igrc.org. Ap-
plications for 2015 will be available on 
the website in October, and the appli-
cation deadline is March 1, 2015.

18 interns deployed for summer ministry

Interns attend training
Eleven interns and their mentors attended training recently at East Bay Camp to pre-
pare for their participation in the 2014 IGRC Intern Program. The interns will be serving 
at Little Grassy Camp, Eagle Ridge Child Outreach in Carbon Cliff, and at the Atlanta, 
Bloomington Wesley, Bradley Wesley, Danville St. James, Downs, Mattoon First, and 
Peoria First United Methodist Churches.

In top photo, pictured from left to right, are: Conner Morton, Brenna Martin, Luke 
Young, Sydney Hunt, Jon Brashear, Haley Michelle Davidson, Kimberly Woods, Amanda 
Beveridge, Brandon Divan, Keli Totton and Courtney Twichell.

In lower photo, an additional seven attended training at Little Grassy Camp. Pictured 
from left to right are: Kevin Thomas, Taylor Marshall, Tiffany Gerberding, Kelsey Ross, 
Bridget Lewis, Tabi Nelson and Shannah Wagner. 

UM Children’s Home re-accredited
The EAGLE Accreditation 

Commission has confirmed 
re-accreditation for United 
Methodist Children’s Home in 
Mt. Vernon. There are only 38 
health and welfare institutions 
nationwide that have achieved 
EAGLE status in recognition of 
their efforts toward excellence.

The Educational Assess-
ment Guidelines Leading 
toward Excellence, or EAGLE 
Accreditation Commission, is 
designed for faith based, health 
and wholeness organizations to 
enhance the quality of services 
provided. It utilizes volun-
tary self-assessment and peer 
review processes based upon 
principles and goals to promote 
excellence in Christian Min-
istry. EAGLE was established 
on the belief that organizations 
committed to excellence go 
beyond licensing standards set 
by state and federal regulators, 
to achieve exceptional service.

“Being EAGLE Accredited 
means a lot to United Method-
ist Children’s Home. It adds to our credibility as a quality 
service provider and gives focus to our Christian-based 

mission work,” says Gary Lemmon, UMCH President / 
CEO. “Also, being peer reviewed has allowed us to de-

velop stronger relationships with 
other child care ministries as well 
as pointing out developing oppor-
tunities in which we can improve 
and grow.”

EAGLE principles address: 
Christian Mission and Church 
Relationship, Governance and 
Strategic Planning, Holistic Care 
for the Client, Community Re-
sponsiveness, Quality Assurance/
Improvement and Corporate 
Compliance, Human Resource 
Management, Physical Resources 
Management, Financial Resource 
Management, Public Relations/ 
Fund Raising/ Marketing, Merg-
ers, Networks and Alliances.

United Methodist Children’s 
Home has four locations in Mt. 
Vernon, including: UMCH Main 
Campus on Richview Road, 
Community Connections Coun-
seling and Professional Services 
on North Water Tower, Bright 
Start Child and Family Education 
Center on South 32nd Street, and 
community-based services offices 
on 27th Street. Last year, UMCH 

provided services through eight programs to over 1200 
children, families, and individuals. 

Photo courtesy of Marcus Holland, UMCH 

United Methodist Children’s Home is awarded reaccreditation by the Educational Assessment Guidelines Leading toward Excellence, or EAGLE Accreditation Com-
mission.  Accepting the award (left to right) are Joe Bernard, Vice President of Administrative Services; Sarah Usery, Vice President of Community Services; Gary 
Lemmon, President and CEO;  and Kay Zibby, Vice President of Operations.

Two named Exemplary Teachers for 2013-2014
BY NICOLE BURDAKIN
General Board of Higher Education and 

Ministry
Seventy-seven professors and instruc-

tors at United Methodist-related schools, 
colleges, universities and theological 
schools have received the Exemplary 
Teacher Award from the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry in the 2013-
2014 academic year.

Roberta  J. Stewart, professor of Philosophy and Religion at 
MacMurray College in Jacksonville and J. Alan Alewine, associate 
professor of Mathematics at McKendree University, were among 
the 77 honored.

“The purpose of this award is to recognize outstanding 
faculty members for their contributions to the learning arts 
and to the institution,” said the Rev. Dr. Gerald D. Lord, associate 
general secretary of GBHEM’s Division of Higher Education. “We 

at the general board are pleased to be able to present this award 
because it symbolizes the vital impact of strong pedagogy in 
the formation of leadership for the next generation in which the 
church is enormously interested.” 

This program expresses the church’s support of and appre-
ciation for faculty who have demonstrated exemplary leader-
ship, excellence in teaching, service to students and commit-
ment to education. Professors and instructors were presented an 
appreciation certificate and a cash award.

Some institutions give the awards during spring semester; 
others make the award in the fall. The following faculty members 
were selected in fall 2013 and this spring by their institutions for 
the award:

Stewart, the chair of MacMurray’s Division of Humanities and 
Fine Arts, is the President Joseph R. Harker Professor of Philoso-
phy and Religion.  She has taught at MacMurray for 23 years.

Stewart received her bachelor’s degree from Seattle Pacific 
University and then earned her master’s degree in theological 

studies and philosophy as well as her Ph.D. from Drew University.
Alewine, the chair of McKendree’s 

Division of Science and Mathematics re-
ceived his bachelor’s degree from Furman 
University and his master’s and Ph.D. from 
Vanderbilt University.  His teaching inter-
ests include Calculus  I and II, vector func-
tions and matrices, multivariate calculus, 
modern algebra, college geometry, linear 
algebra, introduction to analysis, point-set 
topology, differential equations and mod-

eling, and graph theory.  He has won numerous teaching awards 
both at McKendress as well as from Vanderbilt.

To learn more about United Methodist-related educational 
institutions, visit www.gbhem.org/education.

Burdakin is editorial and production assistant, Office of Inter-
pretation, General Board of Higher Education and Ministry.

Rep. Lou Lang

Vickie Moseley

Alewine

Stewart
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Lessie Bates Davis raises 
$2,000 from Give STL promo
EAST ST. LOUIS – Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood 
House received $2,000 from a recent promotion 
sponsored by the Greater St. Louis Community Foun-
dation May 6.

Give STL Day is a 24-hour, online event, organized by 
the foundation to grow philanthropy in the St. Louis 
metropolitan area. 

Using its large network, Lessie Bates’ was able to 
solicit donations of $10 for a 24-hour period.

This is the first time the ministry has participated in 
an online giving event.

More information about Lessie Bates Davis Neighbor-
hood House is at the website, www.lessiebatesdavis.
org, or on Facebook, www.facebook.com/LBDNH.

BBQ Fundraiser June 14
EAST ST. LOUIS – A BBQ fundraiser to benefit Lessie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood House will be Saturday, 
June 14 at the Mary E. Brown Community Center, 606 
S. 15th St. 

Doors open at 10 a.m. with dinner being served at 11 
a.m.

Menu items include pulled pork sandwiches, hot 
dogs, cole slaw, baked beans, cookie and drink. Tick-
ets are $20 for adults, $10 for children and may be 
purchased by calling 618-874-0777. All proceeds will 
be used for work in East St. Louis. 

Music will be provided by Eastside High School Jazz 
Band. Tours of the Mary Brown Community Center 
will also be conducted. Parking is available at the 
Family Development Center, 1045 State St., with 
shuttles running between the parking lot and the 
BBQ.

A total of 75 golfers took to the links May 16 for the 
Third Annual Bishop’s Open with proceeds going to 
Imagine No Malaria. In all, more than $13,000 was 
raised by the event.

Placing first was a foursome from Beardstown, pic-

tured in the left photo. Members of the team posing 
with Bishop Keaton are Wayne Kight, Dan McClenning, 
Duane Hendricker and Petie Ruch.

Placing second was a foursome from Crossroads Ford 
in Springfield and included, from left, Nick Bearss, 

Kevin Patton, Kim Beckendorf and Brian Patton.

The third place team from Auburn and Peter Cart-
wright UMC in Pleasant Plains included Steve Voyles, 
Kevin Schofield, Larry Moslener and Pam Hoffman.  
Hoffman also recorded the longest drive for women.
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Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House 
to host 6th Annual Bookbag Giveaway
EAST ST. LOUIS – Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House, 
in cooperation with Catholic Urban Programs, will host the 
6th Annual Bookbag Giveaway at the Family Development 
Center on State Street, next to the East St. Louis School 
District 189 offices.

The Back to School Event will feature 
all of the following at no charge:

•	 Bookbags and school supplies

•	 Medical and dental profession-
als providing back-to-school 
physicals and dental checkups

•	 District 189 representatives to 
help parents complete school 
registration

•	 Stylists offering haircuts

“This day has become a carnival for 
the East St. Louis community with 
games, art projects, music and a bar-
becue,” said Bill Kreeb, president and 
CEO of Lessie Bates. “It has become a 
fun transition time between summer 
and the start of the new school year.”

Vera Jones, LBDNH vice president of marketing and devel-
opment, estimates that as many as 2,000 children might miss 
the first day of school because they need the basics so many 
take for granted.

“Imagine that you are a single mom in East St. Louis with 
children ready to start school this fall,” she said. “You know 

the importance of education, and you desperately want them 
to succeed. But money is tight, and you just can afford to buy 
bookbags or supplies. Because of your work schedule, you 
haven’t been able to register the kids for school or get the 

required physical or dental 
checkups.

“Fortunately, LBDNH, with 
the support of many gener-
ous people, will offer just 
what families need to get 
their kids ready for school 
success.”

Persons are invited to send 
financial donations, marked 
“bookbags” to: Lisa 
Graves, LBDNH, 1200 N. 
13th St., East St. Louis, 
IL  62205. Donations can 
also be made online at 
www.lessiebatesdavis.
org. Volunteers are also 
needed for the day to 
do face painting and 
help with games and art 

projects. To volunteer or for more information, contact 
Susan Meister at 618-874-0777 or by emailing smeister@
lessiebatesdavis.org 

Last summer, East St. Louis mom Renesha Miller was so 
happy that her boys Abdule and Mekhi received supplies 
and haircuts. “It’s a blessing what they (Lessie Bates and its 

supporters) are doing for this community,” she said.

LBDNH is a United Methodist community center whose 
mission is to empower indi-
viduals and families to move 
out of poverty and to achieve 
self-sufficiency, and to help 
assure that children have the 
community support they need 
to be successful in school and 
in life. Through ministries at 
multiple locations in East St. 
Louis, LBDNH reaches the 
youngest to the oldest citizen 
in the community. For more 
information, visit www.lessie-
batesdavis.org or access the 
main Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/LBDNH.




