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April 25-27, 2018
Pere Marquette 

State Park and Lodge
This Self-Care Retreat has ample free time for rest, 
relaxation and reflection. In addition to the topics listed 
below, Scared Spaces (interactive prayer stations),  and 
chair massages will be offered Wednesday and Thursday.

A block of rooms have been reserved Wednesday 
and Thursday evening for $89/night plus tax: 
please contact the Lodge direct to book your room 
618.786.2331. **BOOM approved 1CEU **

Hope to see you there!

For a complete schedule and information 
on CEUs, visit: www.igrc.org/selfcare2018

Enjoy the Visitors Center & Scenic Drives

Breath takimg view from State Park Trails

Bike, Fish, Birdwatch, Pack a Picnic

Self-careRetreat
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Questions, comments? Contact Jill Stone 
at umrc@igrc.org or 217-529-2744.

UMRC
UNITED MEDIA 
RESOURCE CENTER
United Methodist resources available to borrow from the UMRC
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!

DVDS:
#101096 Anxious for Nothing: Finding Calm in a Chaotic     

World – 5 sessions
#107098 Grace-Full Life: God's All-Reaching, Soul-Saving, 

Character-Shaping, Never-Ending Love – 4 sessions
#109056 I'd Like You More If You Were More Like Me – 6 sessions
#113083 Make a Difference: Following Your Passion and  

Finding Your Place to Serve – 6 sessions
#114050 New Playlist: Hearing Jesus in a Noisy World – 6 

sessions
#120070 Take the Flag: Following God's Signals in the Race       

of Your Life – 7 sessions

Books:
#818026 Anxious to Talk About It: Helping White Christians  

Talk Faithfully about Racism
#815171 Arts Camp: A Creative, Customizable Alternative to 

Vacation Bible School and Beyond
#817037 Best VBS Workbook Ever!
#817270 God's Country: Faith, Hope, and the Future of the 

Rural Church
#817126 Harvesting Abundance: Local Initiatives of Food and 

Faith
#818015 Path of Compassion: Living with Heart, Soul, and Mind

Go to [www.igrc.org/umrc]www.igrc.org/umrc to access 
bibliographies and the online catalog.
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Bishop 
Frank Beard

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference, Bishop 
Frank J. Beard appoints the following:

Carl Mesiti to Herrin First, Cache River 
District, ½ time, effective July 1.

Jon Carrell to Sherman, Sangamon 
River District, effective July 1.

Mary McQuilkin to Edwardsville 
St. John’s associate, Mississippi River 
District, effective July 1.

Dave Cochran to Maunie, Cache River 
District, less than ¼ time, effective July 
1. This is in addition to his appointment 
to Crossville-McHenry UMC’s.

Randy Douglass to Concord, Cache 
River District, less than ¼ time, 
effective July 1. This is in addition to his 
appointment to Carmi First UMC. 

Lori VanHorn to Zeigler-Royalton, 
Cache River District, effective July 1.

Donald Meeks to Pinckneyville First, 
Cache River District, effective July 1.

Richard Sullins to Anna First, Cache 
River District, effective July 1. 

D. Allen Sample to Middletown, less 
than ¼ time, Sangamon River District, 
effective Jan. 1. This appointment is in 
addition to the appointment at Easton 
UMC.

Leah Pogemiller to Champaign First, 
Iroquois River District, effective July 1.

Kyle Frink to Paloma-Pleasant Grove, 
½ time, and to Quincy Union, ½ time, 
LaMoine River District, effective April 1.

Kathleen Bueker Sweet to 
Monticello, Sangamon River District, 
effective July 1.

James Aniol to Geneseo Cambridge 
Multisite – Cambridge, Spoon River 
District, effective July 1. This is his first 
appointment in the IGRC.

Change of status
Lynnette Barnett, Ziegler-Royalton, 
Cache River District, effective March 1
– move from full-time to part-time 
local pastor. 

Jay Hanscom to Richview, Kaskaskia 
River District, effective March 1. Status 
change from supply not appointed to 
appointed as a part-time local pastor.

Jonas Hamilton to Lawrenceville-
Billet, effective March 1. Status change 
from supply not appointed to full-time 
local pastor.

The power of Easter
Christ is risen!
Christ IS risen indeed. 
The wonderful affirmation of Easter is 

that Christ did what he predicted. He told his 
disciples that he would be condemned and 
killed, but that on the third day he would rise 
from the dead. The disciples either forgot or 
they simply did not believe. It is comforting to 
know that Christ keeps his promises whether 
we remember them or not.

This Easter, more than in past Easters, I 
have needed the assurance that comes from 
knowing that Christ completed his earthly 
mission. Like many of you our family has 
experienced the knock of death on our door far 
too many times. In the past 11 months we have 
had seven people within our close family circle 
experience physical death. We have said to 
each other, “I wonder how people that do not 
have the hope that Christ provides deal with 
the sting of death?”  As a follower of Christ, 
it is a comfort to know that his resurrection 
provides certain assurances. The resurrection 
assures us that:

• Christ has power over death and the grave.
• Life after death is a realistic expectation.
• We can know and be known, in our new 

bodies, after we die.
• We have HOPE that extends beyond the 

grave and is anchored by the promises of 
Jesus Christ.

• Heaven is not just a pretend place to com-
fort frightened grown-ups or children.

The resurrection of Jesus made such a 

lasting impression on the disciples of Jesus 
that they refused, aided by the help of the Holy 
Spirit, to quit talking about the resurrection 
even under the threat of imprisonment and 
death. 

Peter stated, on the day of Pentecost, that 
the resurrection was proof positive that God 
had made Jesus both Christ and Lord and that 
the disciples were eye witnesses. 

Easter is much more than a time for 
bunnies, eggs, new outfits, new shoes, candy 
and lilies. Easter is the time that Christians cel-
ebrate the greatest event in human history. Our 
hope as believers is directly tied to the empty 
tomb of Christ.

Sometimes I wonder if we really “get it.”  
There is no need to be quiet, no need to be cau-
tious or fearful, no need to be filled with doubt, 
no need to worry that we might be in error or 
mistaken, no need to be ashamed or intimi-
dated, no need to worry that we are wrong. HE 
IS RISEN, JUST AS HE SAID!

Our pulpits, our classrooms, our small 
group meeting spaces, our churches, and our 
homes should be flooded with the good news 
that Christ is alive and well. Our lips should 
constantly declare that his resurrection proves 
that he is the sovereign head over all that is, and 
he is Lord of all.

Let us be determined to once again make 
the main thing, the main thing. The resurrec-
tion of Jesus was given chief priority by the 
early church. As they lifted up Jesus, crucified, 
dead, buried, and raised to new life, the church 
grew. Jesus said it better than I can, “If I am 

lifted up I will draw all 
unto me.”

The resurrection 
also provides comfort 
and hope that one day 
we will be reunited with 
our loved ones that also 
placed their faith in Jesus 
Christ and trusted him 
for their salvation. The resurrection provides us 
with a great deal of peace and security in their 
eternal destiny and in ours. My hope is that 
you will be renewed in your own personal faith 
and that his resurrection will provide you with 
both comfort and hope as you celebrate this 
Easter Sunday.

Alleluia Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!

Bishop Beard

Deaths
Eunice D. Voigt Seaman Lucht, 
surviving spouse of the Rev. Eugene 
Seaman, died March 12.

Following the death of her first husband, 
she married Rev. Seaman Dec. 26, 1975 
and he died Aug. 7, 2003. She later 

married Francis Lucht Dec. 11, 2009, and he survives.

She served several years as worship chairperson for the 
former Southern Illinois Annual Conference while living in 
Pinckneyville.

For a complete obituary, visit: http://www.
redeniusfuneralhomes.com/obituary/eunice-lucht.

Mary McNeil, widow of the late Rev. Kenneth C. McNeil 
died March 11.

Together with her husband, the McNeils served churches in 
the former Central Illinois Conference prior to retirement. 
Rev. McNeil preceded her in death.

Visitation and funeral services have already been held in 
Chicago. 

Esther Craig, surviving spouse of Rev. 
William E. Craig, died Tuesday, March 6 in 
Effingham. She was 93.

Together with her husband, the Craigs 
served in several annual conferences with 
the final 11 years being in the former 

Central Illinois Conference where he retired from Bement in 
1981. He died in 2005.

Condolences may be sent to his daughter, Terry Ann Edele 
(wife of retired IGRC pastor Terry Edele), 1473 Soaring Eagle 
Dr, O’Fallon, MO, 63366-5999

For a complete obituary, visit: http://www.
howeandyockey.com/obit_disp.php?obit_id=1205

Retired pastor, the Rev. Don Wise died March 3 in Decatur. 
He was 92.

Together with his wife Jennie, the Wises 
served 37 years in the former Central 
Illinois Conference, retiring from Aledo 
in 1989.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, 
Jennie Wise, 1145 W. Arbor Dr., Apt 115, 

Decatur, IL 62526-9349.

A complete obituary may be found by visiting: http://
www.dawson-wikoff.com/obituaries/Rev-Donald-Earl-
Wise?obId=2985569# 

Mary Esther Drake Wahl, surviving 
spouse of Rev. Bernard C. Wahl, Jr., died 
Feb. 24 in Naples, Fla. She was 99.

Rev. Wahl was a missionary to Malaysia 
and then served in the Northern Illinois 
Conference before coming to Central 

Illinois to serve at Latham, Niantic, Colchester and Lewistown.  
He retired in 1971.  He died in 2007.

No services are planned at this time. Condolences may be 
sent to daughter, Ruth Wahl, at 3270 Orange Grove Trail, 
Naples, FL  34120-1456. For a complete obituary, visit: 
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/neptune-society/
obituary.aspx?n=Mary-Wahl

Donna Barrick, spouse of retired pastor 
Rev. Ronald Lee Barrick, died Jan. 28.

The Barricks served several churches from 
1990 to 2008 when Ronald retired in 
2008. Following retirement in Branson 
West, Mo., Rev. Barrick resumed his 

ministerial career as pastor of Edgewater Community Church.

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to Rev. Barrick at: 481 
Austin Pl, Branson West, MO 65737-8822. 

A complete obituary can be found by visiting: https://
www.meaningfulfunerals.net/?action=obituaries.
obit_view&CFID=26b78ec2-df7b-42e9-b775-
559580b3491f&CFTOKEN=0&o_id=4093079&fh_
id=15080 

Bishop Beard’s 
Preaching Schedule                            
APRIL 2018
April 8 – New Baden UMC - Mississippi RD, 
  10:00 a.m. worship service
April 15 – Zeigler UMC - Cache RD, 
  10:00 a.m. worship service
April 22 – Kankakee Asbury UMC - Vermilion RD, 
  8:00 and 10:30 a.m. worship services
MAY 2018
May 13 – Washington Evangelical UMC - Illinois RD,
  10:30 a.m. worship service

Photos courtesy of Cynthia Rosales 

(ABOVE) Rev. Juan Angel Rosales, pastor 
of Mt. Sterling and Columbus UMC’s in the 
LaMoine River District is pictured with his 
wife Cynthia and their daughters after taking 
the oath to become a U.S. Citizen in the Old 
State Capitol in Springfield March 22.
(BELOW) LaMoine River District 
Superintendent Nic Showalter, Rev. Mike 
Crawford and Rev. Patty Johansen, along with 
several members of the two churches, were 
on hand to witness federal Judge Richard 
Mills administer the oath of citizenship.
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Announcements & Events

Anti-racism rally 
in Washington, D. C.
CHAMPAIGN – Illinois Christians Encounter 
Racism (ICER), a part of the Illinois Conference 
of Churches, is arranging for buses to 
Washington DC for the anti-racism rally on the 
National Mall on April 4, the 50th anniversary of 
the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.
The service in Memphis will be broadcast 
on the Mall. Buses will leave from LaGrange, 
Springfield and Carbondale. Cost is $175 per 
person which includes the bus, a sack lunch, 
bottle of water and t-shirt. This is the direct cost 
with no mark-up.
For more information, visit: http://illinoisconfer-
enceofchurches.org/events/ 

Beautiful U Girls' Conference
TROY – The Beautiful U Girls Conference, 
hosted by Harvest Ministry Team at Troy UMC 
will be on Saturday, April 7.
The world sends too many messages and 
girls need to hear one clear message - they 
are loved! Not because of looks or status, but 
because they are a child of God. The conference 
is designed to help girls get a clearer message of 
what true success and beauty is all about.
Speakers are Luan Meeks and Katie Gholson 
with music by the Harvest Ministry Team. 
Students can register and attend on their own, 
but moms and or female ministry leaders are 
welcome to join in on the day (and many do)!
For more information, contact Tim Price at 618-
667-6241.
Register online by visiting: https://www.event-
brite.com/e/2018-beautiful-u-conference-troy-
il-registration-39982542862?ref=ebtn 

Festival of Quilts
URBANA – Cunningham Children’s Home 
will host the 14th Annual Festival of Quilts April 
13-14 , from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., at Cunningham’s 
Spiritual Life Center in Urbana. Cunningham’s 
signature fundraiser, the Festival honors the 
tradition of the United Methodist Women, and 
the quilts they have created and donated for 
more than 120 years for our kids. Each child at 
Cunningham receives a quilt of their own to 
wrap them in warmth, safety, and love.
 The Festival includes a collection of show 
quilts that creatively blur the lines between 
conventional quilt making and fine art. Quilts 
of all sizes will also be available to purchase 
through a quilt auction and quilt boutique. 
Visitors may also enjoy campus tours, featured 
speakers, goodies from the bake sale, lunch at 
the café, and handcrafted items from the gift 
shop. 
Admission to the Festival is a suggested dona-
tion of $5 per person and all proceeds will 
benefit children and youth served by Cunning-
ham. Contact Ginger McKee (217-337-9074) to 
learn more. 
Download flier at: http://www.cunningham-
home.org/sites/default/files/2018%20Festi-
val%20Flier2.pdf 

Unstuck Workshop
PEORIA – Join church consultant Tony Morgan 
for two sessions in how to get your church 
unstuck and have greater impact in your 
community.
The April 16 session will be at Peoria First UMC 
and is designed for clergy, lay and staff teams. 

The session will be from 6:30 to 9 p.m.
The April 17 session will be at Pekin First UMC 
and geared toward pastors and key leaders. It 
will be from 9 a.m. to noon.
No registration required. Questions can be 
emailed to Peggy Hisey at phisey@igrc.org.
For more information, visit: www.igrc.org/un-
stuck. 

Self-Care Retreat
GRAFTON – Sponsored by the office of 
Pastoral Care and Counseling, the Self-Care 
Retreat is for IGRC clergy and spouses and will 
be April 25-27 at Pere Marquette State Park 
and Lodge, Illinois Route 100 (The Great River 
Road), 13653 Lodge Blvd. in Grafton. Cost is 
$45 per person, hotel not included. The Retreat 
registration deadline is April 9.
Register online at: www.igrc.org/selfcare2018 

Native American COS
DEVIL’S LAKE, N.D. – The North Central 
Jurisdictional Native American Course of Study 
will be on the Spirit Lake Reservation in Devil's 
Lake, N.D. for two sessions -- May 1-3 and May 
5-7.
Courses offered this year will be:

• COS 221 – Bible II – Torah and Israel's 
History and COS 524, Theological 
Reflection – May 1-3

• COS 323 – Congregational Care and 
COS 521 – Bible V – Acts, Epistles and 
Revelation – May 5-7

For more information, contact Lisa Wiedman by 
email at: pastorllisa@gmail.com 

EarthKeepers training
ATLANTA, Ga. – Global Ministries EarthKeep-
ers equips United Methodist laity and clergy to 
develop or deepen environmental initiatives in 
their communities. This is a great opportunity for 
United Methodists who:

• Feel a deep sense of God’s call to care for 
the environment, recognize the urgency of 
the environmental crisis, and are ready to 
take bold action;

• Need to strengthen their organizing skills 
and deepen their theological resources to 
support the development or growth of an 
environmental project or initiative in their 
churches and/or communities;

• Want to join a broader community of 
United Methodists who are engaged in 
environmental ministries;

• Have some previous experience with envi-
ronmental issues and/or ministry.

EarthKeepers may have professional experience 
in science, environment and/or ministry fields, 
or they may be engaged in religious or environ-
mental work as volunteers. Deadline for the May 
17-20 training is April 26.
Read more by visiting: http://www.umcmission.
org/learn-about-us/events/earthkeepers-train-
ing-2018/0226global-ministries-earthkeep-

ers-trainings-2018 

UMW Assembly 2018
COLUMBUS, Ohio – United Methodist 
Women is currently the largest faith-based 
women's organization in the world and 
Assembly is the largest quadrennial gathering of 
that organization. At Assembly you viscerally feel 
“The Power of Bold” with the combined energy 

of 8,000 women through communal, face-to-
face growth, action, celebration and inspiration.
Assembly 2018 will be in Columbus, Ohio. A 
Ubuntu Day of Service will precede the event's 
start on May 17.
Register online by visiting: https://umwassembly.
org/register/ 

Volunteers sought for 
bleacher removal project
CHATHAM – The Midwest Mission Distribu-
tion Center is needing volunteers for a bleacher 
removal project May 26-31, at Darlington High 
School in Darlington, Wis.
There are many facets to the process for indi-
viduals to volunteer.

• Bleacher Removal: individuals involved must 
be capable of lifting to load the wood and 
scrap the metal.

• Clerical Assistance: individuals will help to 
keep track of volunteers on site and the 
hours worked.

• Refreshment Coordinator: individuals to 
take charge of drinks, snacks and first aid.

For more information, contact Brad Walton, 
MMDC Operations Manager (brad@mid-
westmission.org)  and copy Tonya Hill, MMDC 
Operations Coordinator (tonya@midwestmis-
sion.org) when you send email. Volunteers that 
commit to the project will be sent a liability 
form that must be completed before work 
commences.

Sexual ethics training makeup
CHATHAM – A makeup session for the 
mandatory quadrennial sexual ethics training will 
be Saturday, June 23, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 at 
Sugar Creek UMC in Chatham.
This session is for those individuals who were 
unable to make one of the three weekday 
sessions in February.
All clergy and laypersons that are appointed or 
assigned to a local congregation are required 
to complete this training once every four years. 
Registration is open through June 16.
Register online by visiting: www.igrc.org/sexu-
alethics

District mission trip
O’FALLON – The Mississippi River District and 
New Baden UMC is planning a mission trip to 
the Blackfeet United Methodist Parish located in 
Browning, Mont., Aug. 6-10. This is an agricultural 
and equine mission for the people of the Black-
feet United Methodist Parish. 
For more information check out their website 
at www.bumpmission,com. Interested in going?, 
contact Lisa Wiedman at pastorllisa@gmail.
com 

Bishop's Wesley Heritage Trip
SPRINGFIELD – Join Bishop Frank Beard and 
the 2017 and 2018 Ordination classes from the 
IGRC for a trip to the birthplace of Methodism 
Oct. 23-31. You don't want to miss this golden 
opportunity to experience and enjoy England.
Get a chance to learn and laugh with the Bishop 

as we explore our historical roots 
and retrace the life and legacy 
of the Wesley family and other 
significant contributors to the 
development of the Methodist 
movement. Travel to Epworth, 
Oxford, Bristol, London and several 

charming England villages as we 
explore our Wesleyan heritage.
Contact Educational Opportunities for more 
details by emailing: eo@travelwithus.com.  
Mention Tour HE18 for Bishop Beard's tour

Sondra Newman, Garrett 
scholarships
SPRINGFIELD – The Sondra Newman 
Scholarship offered by the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference Commission on the Status and Role 
of Women.
COSROW offers a scholarship for any woman 
who is 1) a certified candidate from IGRC 2) 
enrolled in seminary for degree or course of 
study 3) completed at least one semester of 
training 4) will also consider CPE training.
More information can be found at:  www.igrc.
org/cosrow.  Deadline is April 16.
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary 
has announced it will be giving 25 full-tuition 
scholarships available for students applying for 
admission as a full-time student for 2018-19.
Ten of the scholarships will be awarded to 
United Methodist students with awards going 
to no more than one student per United 
Methodist conference; five to Hispanic/Latinx 
students; five to Pan-Methodist fellows; and five 
students applying to Garrett's new Master of 
Arts in Public Ministry program. Academic and 
other requirements must be met. Deadline for 
applying is April 1.
For more information about Garrett’s scholar-
ships, visit: https://www.garrett.edu/news/gar-
rett-evangelical-theological-seminary-offering-
additional-25-full-tuition-scholarships 

Online mentor training 
available for laity
God speaks to every person, but oftentimes 
young people don’t know how to listen for 
God’s voice. You can help – become a men-
tor to a young person in your community! The 
Timothy Circle has created an online training 
workshop to give adults the tools and resources 
to be successful mentors. 
The four-week online training costs $45 and 
connects participants to a community of fellow 
mentors as well as a database of volunteer, 
work, and educational opportunities to help 
young people grow in their faith and clarify how 
they are being called by God. 
The online nature of the course means you can 
log in and participate whenever it is convenient 
for you. Visit www.TimothyCircle.com to sign 
up for a January, April or June training. It’s an 
excellent way to help churches foster intergen-
erational connections and take an active role in 
raising up the next generation of disciples!
The Timothy Circle is a joint project of the 
Foundation for Evangelism (known for their 
Denman Awards) and the Richard and Julia 
Wilke Institute for Discipleship (founded by the 
authors of DISCIPLE Bible Study).

Director of 
Music Ministries

Part time Director of Music Ministry at Decatur 
First UMC, for more information  https://www.
igrc.org/classifiedsdetail/part-time-
director-of-music-ministry-11120860

Part-time 
Business Manager

Part time Business Manager at Champaign First 
UMC, for more information  https://www.
igrc.org/classifiedsdetail/11102914
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Jubilee: The 50th anniversary of The United Methodist Church

Christian Conversations

THE LONELINESS OF BEING A MILLENNIAL IN CHURCH
BY SARAH HOWELL-MILLER

I often feel lonely in church.
Sometimes it has to do with my role. As 
a pastor, I have certain responsibilities 
to the people I serve, what we call the 
“sacred trust.” I try not to be someone 
other than who I really am, but there is 

still a sense in which I am never fully myself in church. And 
that can be lonely.
But what’s on my mind today isn’t the loneliness of being 
a pastor. I’ll save that for another post. What’s on my mind 
today is the loneliness of being a millennial in the mainline 
church.
There is a kind of grief that comes when you look around a 
room of hundreds of people united by a common identity 
for a common purpose and see hardly anyone within 10 
years of your age. Mind you, I have no desire to be part of a 
community that is comprised solely of young adults—I deeply 
value the wisdom of older generations and the joy of children 
all mixed together in one intergenerational family.
But it’s a little like how I felt when I was at the age where, 
as the oldest of the cousins by several years, I had outgrown 
the kids’ table while not yet qualifying to sit at the grownup 
table—and so I was stranded in between, alone.
This grief comes and goes for me, but it’s been in sharp focus 
lately. There are people in their 20s and 30s who are faithful 
participants at my mainline church, and they are wonderfully 
engaged and active. But for the most part, when I look 

around the room, I see kids and teenagers, then Gen-Xers on 
up—and a gap in between.
This troubles me. I’m already plagued with a sense of not 
fitting in, of not being cool enough to my peers, of struggling 
more than I think I should with cultivating a “normal” social 
life. Working in a church only reinforces the distance and 
alienation I feel from my own generation.
To be clear, what saddens me is not that my peers don’t 
come. I totally get it. There are times I think I wouldn’t come 
to church either if I didn’t work there. I understand their 
qualms and aversion probably better than many of them 
think I do.
What saddens me is that I am pouring my heart and my 
life into work that seems to be wholly irrelevant to a large 
segment of my generation and even objectionable to some 
of my peers. I often feel like I am preaching to the choir, and 
although I love that choir and every person in it, I can’t help 
but think this isn’t the whole picture.
And the choir knows that. They desperately want to 
understand why their son, their granddaughter, their little 
brother would choose to play disc golf or go to brunch or 
sleep in on a Sunday morning. (I don’t understand the disc 
golf option myself, but that’s just me.) They worry about this 
trend because they care about the wellbeing of that missing 
generation and about the future of the church they love.
Sometimes subtly and sometimes overtly, many people 
expect a pastor like me—a 29-year-old with enough piercings 
and tattoos to make them think I might have an “in” with my 

peers but not enough to totally freak them out—to know 
how to fix it, or even to be a draw. I get the sense that some 
people believe that if they just put a young person in the 
pulpit, his or her peers will magically flock to church.
And there is something to be said for millennials seeing 
other millennials in church leadership. But if you prop up a 
20-something in the pulpit merely as a sort of dog whistle 
to the young people, we can smell the marketing ploy a mile 
away.
We are the MTV generation. We’ve been advertised to 
since we were kids. We aren’t interested in flashy marketing 
or a transparent strategy to lure us in by putting one of our 
own out front. We’re interested in authenticity, whatever age 
package it comes in. Remember, Bernie Sanders, the 75-year-
old crazy uncle of the Senate, was our guy.
So no, I don’t know what to do about the absence of 
millennials in church. Most of the time, I don’t want to do 
anything about it. I don’t want to fix the problem of young 
people not coming to church, because that’s not the real 
problem.
I hear people long for the days when everyone came to 
church because that’s just what you did. But was the church 
really so much better off when people came because “that’s 
just what you did”? I don’t think so.
The solution isn’t to go backward, and it isn’t simply to move 
forward as is, or even to tweak our message and presentation 

BY FRED DAY

Fifty years ago, Evangelical United 
Brethren (EUB) Bishop Rueben H. Mueller 
and Methodist Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke 
joined hands over a table laden with 
symbols–the Bible, hymnals, books of 

Discipline and a 307-page "Plan of Union." 1,300 delegates 
and 10,000 visitors met in Dallas, Texas on April 23, 1968 
proclaiming the formation of the newly-constituted United 
Methodist Church. 

In all, 10.3 million Methodists and 750,000 members of 
the EUB Church merged into one of the largest Protestant 
denominations in the world. Flags from fifty-three countries 
testified to the breadth of the new reality. At the same time, 
the systematic racism of the former Methodist Church's 
segregating Central Jurisdiction began dismantling.  

That same year, the United Methodist Council of 
Bishops signed a concordat with the British Methodist 
Conference committing to ongoing dialogue and increasing 
shared experiences saying, "members of the same family 
belong together and British and American Methodists are 
the same family."

Returning from the holiday break, I found a copy on 
my desk of Albert Outler's sermon Visions and Dreams 
preached at the uniting General Conference (see pages 
10-11 of this issue of The Current). It was a reminder from a 
faithful staff member that it was time to begin preparations 
for Heritage Sunday, to be held this year on May 20. This 
year's theme is "JUBILEE: The 50th Anniversary of The 
United Methodist Church."

Outler's sermon celebrates the April 23, 1968 birthday 
of The United Methodist Church with "an aura of hope," 
as the new church gathered at the "threshold of a new 
horizon." 

My first read struck me powerfully with the sense 
of the moment in time when the sermon was delivered 
in 1968–Martin Luther King, Jr. and Robert Kennedy's 
assassinations April 4 and June 5, Vietnam War protests, 
the sexual revolution, Chicago Democratic National 
Convention, Vietnam War and protests, the law and order 
platform of the Richard Nixon election–times as turbulent, 
divided, fearful, discontented and demoralizing as any time 
since. 

Citing the biblical text for Pentecost (Acts 2: 2-21), 

Outler calls the new Church to a bold choice of unity in the 
face of the surrounding chaos and offers markers for living-
into a truly United Methodist Church. His words speak 
as loudly today as our denomination's birthdate. Outler 
asks the faithful to consider that if the Church cannot be a 
hope-filled difference-maker in and for the world–let alone 
itself–then who will?

Where once there were five different churches, now 
there is one. Differences that once kept us apart–language, 
race, folkways, piety, personality and differing practices 
of democracy have been overcome. Separated Christian 
brothers and sisters rooted in a shared ethos of personal and 
social holiness are joined as family.

The real work of The United Methodist Church begun 
that day in April, 1968, Outler says. Though fraught with 
the same complexities, doubts, frustrations and failures of 
the first Pentecost, the new United Methodist Church will 
also be filled with new possibilities for reformation and 
renewal because the joining of what was once separate will 
make for a better, stronger, more complete, well-equipped 
church. However, this will only come to pass if the new 
church raises-up "frontiersman for tomorrow, dynamically 
adaptive to the new world as our forefathers were in theirs."

The sermon then stakes-out the life of the new United 
Methodist Church in tripartite form–"truly catholic, truly 
evangelical and truly reforming,"–not in hierarchy but in 
careful balance:

• Catholic – a church "inclusive" (not a buzz word in 
1968!), "open" and boundaried by the "bare essentials" 
of the canons of Christ and Christian discipline derived 
from our confession of faith and opening hearts and 
minds to new and bold ventures in Christian unity.

• Evangelical – called to mission flowing from the heart 
of the Gospel that ALL are loved by God with a special 
love demonstrated by and centered in Jesus Christ's 
pardoning, healing and reconciling ways which create 
new possibilities for all.

• Reforming – an eagerness to be renewed again and 
again, judged by the future as much as the past, "self-
examining without self-justification and self-loathing.... 
creative in discontent and rooted in the conviction that 
mere good is the enemy of the best." 

The eyes of the whole Christian Church are on us at 

this moment, Outler said of April 23, 
1968. "This is also the day the Lord 
has made, one for United Methodists 
to rejoice and be glad. . . . glad for the 
new chance God now gives us to be a 
church united, to be uniting, a church 
repentant, to be a church redemptive, 
a church cruciform in order to manifest God's triumphant 
agony for mankind."

From Albert's mouth to God's ears. Or perhaps now 
from Albert's mouth to The United Methodist Church's 
inner ear.

I haven't been able to put this sermon down. I've 
shared it with the Council of Bishops, the Connectional 
Table, the General Secretaries Table and The Commission 
on A Way Forward. It will be one of the Heritage Sunday 
resources we share this year with every congregation across 
the Connection.

Some will say that was then and this is now. Times have 
changed, and circumstances and issues with them.

I cannot help but be struck that at The UMC's 
50th birthday, the mood of the church is anything but 
jubilation. Jubilees aren't on the agendas, church news 
or denominational blogs I read. What I sense there is 
more anxiety, edginess, defensiveness, anger, and negative 
predictions–more "coming-undone" than "coming-
together."

I'm with Albert Outler–the eyes of the whole Church 
are on us.

In that context, I offer Visions and Dreams as required 
reading to remember and stoke the hope of our 1968 
birthright – boldly choosing unity while the world around 
seemed set on pulling-apart, embracing the challenging 
and complex work of unity, trusting the creative work of 
Holy Spirit and setting its feet to the path of a church that in 
Albert Outler's words lives and grows by its being "united 
to be uniting, repentant to be redemptive and cruciform in 
order to manifest God's triumphant agony for mankind."

Moving to and through 2018 and toward 2019 and 
a special General Conference, God give us a golden 
anniversary year.

(Rev. Fred Day is General Secretary of the General 
Commission on Archives and History. Reprinted from the 
agency’s enewsletter dated Jan. 29, 2018)

MILLENNIAL  CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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BY JAMES BARNETT

A number of years ago, I proposed a motion on the floor 
of the Annual Conference asserting that if anyone disagreed 
with me that they be barred from the floor of the Conference.  

The reaction was immediate – laughter over the absurdity 
of the motion. Demonstrating the absurdity of barring people 

with whom we disagree from the Conference floor was indeed my intent.  
Fast forward to today.  With a special session of General Conference slated 
for 2019, the spirit of division is lusting for the opportunity to divide us as a 
Church. 

How do you destroy the Body of Christ?  You undercut its unity. Jesus’ 
intent for us was made clear in his prayer recorded in John 17:21 - “…that they 
may all be one. ”  

As a Church, we are poised on the brink of discarding that oneness which 
Jesus desires over a point of doctrine.  Never mind the fact that Jesus judges 
no one (John 8:15) and that of all the things in Paul’s litany of “every kind of 
wickedness” in Romans 1 (including but not limited to covetousness, malice, 
envy, strife, gossip, slander, and heartlessness) we have conveniently narrowed 
our grounds for division down to one matter:  human sexuality.  Again, never 
mind the fact that Paul tells us that we “have no excuse whoever you are, when 
you judge others…” (Romans 2:1-40). 

This threat against our unity didn’t just appear all at once like a fast-acting 
virus.  No, it has been a low-grade fever growing in threat to our health year 
by year since 1972. Ironically, our merger in 1968 set the stage for threatened 
disunity today. 

How has it come to be that we are ready to trade our birthright of unity 

for a pottage of purging on the basis of doctrinal purity?  Already our witness 
to the world is diminished by our infighting. We are very near losing our 
blessing as well if we stray from the unity for which Jesus so fervently prayed. 

In fits and spurts since 1968, we have progressed to a near complete 
distraction from our task of being witnesses to the love, compassion, and 
transforming power of Jesus Christ. Instead of letting our “light so shine”, the 
cloud of division and rancor over doctrine, or worse yet, ecclesiastical law has 
cast a dark shadow over our witness for Christ.  We claim “Open Minds, Open 
Hearts, Open Doors” as our mantra and lift up as our task “making disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world”, but our energies of late 
have been spent in dispute as we dance with the devil of division. 

Years ago, I heard the Rev. Cecil Williams (at that time, the pastor of Glide 
Memorial UMC in San Francisco) say that his task was to introduce people to 
Jesus.  He would trust Jesus to sort out the details of each individual’s journey 
with Jesus.  Am I such a child spiritually, because I am willing to trust Jesus to 
work things out between Himself and the vast throng of souls who have been, 
are now, and will be?

I for one (and I suspect that I am not alone) pray that the upcoming 
session of the General Conference in 2019 affords our church the opportunity 
to repent of our passion and drive for division and that we walk the sawdust 
trail to a renewed embracing of each other as we seek once again to be One 
and finally turn all of our passions, energies, and witness to introducing our 
world, our culture, our context, to our adored friend Jesus who is ever more 
qualified than us to work transformation in the hearts and lives of people. 

(The Rev. James Barnett is pastor of Pinckneyville First UMC and as of July 1, 
the Vermilion River District Superintendent)

Reflections on a Way Forward

The threat against our unity

Returning faith to its roots a messy, bloody business
BY ROBERT MORWELL

During the recent discussion session held 
in Metropolis on how the UMC will deal 
with the issue of homosexuality, I noticed 
something about the crowd.
We came from a couple dozen churches.  

There were about 80 people in attendance. I believe there 
may have been one person in their 20’s, and maybe five 
in their 30’s.  Maybe.  The overwhelming majority were in 
their late 50’s, 60’s and 70’s.
When it comes to this issue, the Millennials, the Gen Xers, 
and even most Baby Boomers have already voted.  They 
didn’t show up, because it is simply NOT an issue for them.  
They have decided that homosexuals are not perverts, 
or inherently worse sinners than heterosexuals.  Most 
of them don’t consider homosexuality to be a sickness 
in need of curing.  And, they’re not really interested in a 
church that can’t seem to figure this out without tearing 
itself apart.
George Barna is a highly respected opinion pollster who is 
also a conservative Christian.  He believes homosexuality 
is inherently sinful.  But, even so, he concedes that nearly 
seven-in-ten (69 percent) of Millennials (people born in 
the 1980’s) agree that religious groups are alienating young 
people by being too judgmental about gay and lesbian 
issues.
Next time you’re in church, take a look around and see 
how many Millennials you can spot.  We don’t even have 
many of their parents.  In fact, in every church I have 
served throughout my career, I have either fallen under, or 
just barely above the median age for the congregation.  I 
will turn 65 in June.
If the UMC elects to hold on to its current policy, I don’t 
expect to see any great influx of new members.  But, I am 

not so naïve as to believe that if we change our policies 
to be more open to homosexuals, that they will come 
flooding into our pews.  Most of them abandoned the 
church a long time ago, because they felt condemned 
and unwelcome.  Their pain and suspicions will not just 
vaporize.  They’re in the habit of not being part of the 
church, and will have to be convinced that it is not just safe, 
but can be a source of blessing for them.
The same can actually be said for a lot of heterosexuals.
No matter where you stand on this issue, if you are part of 
the church, you face a real challenge.
If you hold to the “traditional” view of homosexuality (and 
I will assume you aren’t so traditional as to believe they 
should be stoned to death as Leviticus demands) then 
you have to find a way to convince gay people (as well as 
their straight family members and friends) that you are not 
judgmental, self-righteous, intolerant, etc.  It’s no easy task.  
But, unless you can convince them that you have genuine 
regard for them as children of God, they are unlikely to 
give you the time of day, much less sit with you in a pew.
If you have a more “progressive” view, your task is no 
less complex.  You have to convince very deeply skeptical 
homosexuals (and their heterosexual loved ones and 
friends) that you really are welcoming and accepting; and 
convince traditionally-minded heterosexuals that you do 
have some principles and standards for behavior and aren’t 
just trying to baptize an “anything goes” view of sex.
I believe we have come to an inflection point in the history 
of the church.  Our historic trajectory is changing, forever.
A similar one took place when Peter and Paul concluded 
that the Holy Spirit was calling on them to basically junk 
most of the holiness codes of Moses, especially things like 
the circumcision and the kosher laws.  What followed was 
a theological “knock-down-drag-out” fight for the soul 

of Christianity itself, with traditionalists bitterly objecting 
that these radical Followers of the Way were tearing the 
heart and guts out of their historical orthodoxy and the 
practices which had allowed them to retain their identity 
through wars, conquests, and upheavals of all kinds.  
People rarely realize what a seismic event it was.  It split 
the church and in many ways…not all of them good…it 
tore it from it Jewish roots and created a new and unique 
movement that transcended just one national/ethnic 
identity.  It was not fun.  It was painful and traumatic.
Another came when Martin Luther objected to changes 
the Roman Catholic Church had made to the biblical view 
of discipleship and salvation.  His drive was to return to 
what he believed were the root and core values of the 
Christian faith, which had been lost under the weight of 
too many rules, regulations, and rituals imposed up by 
a church hierarchy which had simply become another 
corrupt worldly power.  
Trying to return the faith to its roots was a messy and 
bloody business.  It was not fun.  It was painful and 
traumatic.
Neither movement got it entirely right.  There were 
catastrophic mistakes and terrible abuses.
I believe we can get through this inflection point without 
a war.  But, there will be casualties, no matter how it plays 
out.  But, if we are determined to, “Love justice, seek mercy, 
and walk humbly with our God” while loving each other 
according to the example of Christ, there is a possibility we 
might inspire some of those generations who have not yet 
found us inspiring enough to join.
(Rev. Robert Morwell is the pastor of Carterville First UMC in 
the Cache River District)
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Reflections on a Way Forward

BY ROBERT PHILLIPS

In February and early March, a series of 
discussions were held at Bishop Beard’s 
request to address four questions posed by 
the Council of Bishops as part of the Way 
Forward process. The process was created in 
response to the decision of the 2016 General 

Conference to challenge the bishops to provide leadership 
in addressing questions of human sexuality that have been 
occasions for conflict since 1972. 
A Way Forward Commission was formed to make proposals 
to the Council, which in turn will adopt or modify the 
commission’s work and submit a proposal to a special 2019 
General Conference, to be held in St. Louis next February, to 
bring clarity and forward motion (if not closure) to this issue.
As an elected clergy delegate to the 2016 General 
Conference, I will be a participant in the 2019 special General 
Conference. Having recently retired from full-time ministry, I 
was able to attend most of the listening sessions (Coal City, 
Metropolis, Collinsville, Mattoon, Chatham). I was out of state 
during sessions in Quincy and Moline and a customized session 
held for college students in the Bloomington-Normal area. 
The formats were very similar : an opening video and 
explanation by the bishop of the process, break-up into smaller 
tables for individual discussion (encouraged to sit with folks 
one didn’t already know), a brief overview by the bishop of 
three tentative plans offered by the Way Forward Commission, 
with closing questions-answers by the bishop.  My wife Christy 
accompanied me and sat at different tables from me. Having 
sat at nine tables between us for conversation, primarily in the 
listening mode, here are some insights and musings: 

1. Less than 1 percent of conference members were able 
to attend, so broad generalizations cannot be viewed 
as fixed truth.

2. Most were somewhat bewildered about what the fuss 
is about; none felt great urgency or impending doom. 
This is not yet being discussed actively in many local 

churches.
3. Many long-time United Methodists are unsure what a 

General Conference is, or what The Book of Discipline 
is, insofar as its relevance to contested issues. 

4. Many seem to feel (wrongly) the special conference 
vote is whether to actively exclude gay/lesbians from 
membership, attendance or access to the church. No 
one at any table believes this should be done. 

5. Many are concerned the church is deciding whether 
to suppress disagreement. The distinction between 
disagreement and disobedience is unclear. 

6. Other than a bisexual (self-identified) layperson, nearly 
none had awareness of the meaning of LGBTQQIA 
beyond the first two letters. Bisexual, transgendered, 
queer, questioning, intersex and asexual persons and 
their issues are off the chart of experience for most at 
the nine tables.

7. Some who spoke of changes in teaching made by 
other denominations in affirming same-sex marriage 
(Presbyterian, Episcopal, Lutheran, UCC), mentioned 
that everything went just fine and were unaware of 
the resulting conflicts.  

8. Nearly all who spoke about a change in attitude did 
so on the basis of having a child, a friend or other 
personal acquaintance who was lesbian or gay (other 
categories such as active bisexuals or intersex were 
not mentioned). 

9. Except for one table where all were from the same 
church, references to the Bible tended to be non-
specific, with emphasis that everyone has their own 
opinion about what the Bible says on issues such as 
this and all should love their neighbor.

10. Every person at every table in the five locations 
I attended had more than 10 years of church 
membership and came from congregations in 
consistent decline in attendance. Several bemoaned 

that their grown children, nearly without exception, 
had chosen churches other than United Methodist to 
attend, though not because of this issue.

11. The only time I adopted an advocate role was with 
the table all from one church, seeking to explain 
certain issues from a viewpoint they had never heard 
expressed in a clear and reasonable manner. I did offer 
the disclaimer that as a delegate I felt it important to 
be able to express several points of view with fairness 
and accuracy, whether or not I personally agreed 
with it. I also developed a strong impression that few 
participants are aware of why the United Methodist 
Church teaches what it teaches regarding human 
sexuality and marriage. 

12. Several expressed concerns that the main reason the 
church is losing millennials is its teaching on sexuality. 
They were unaware that a clear majority of millennials 
inside the US who are active in a Protestant church are 
involved in churches with traditional attitudes toward 
marriage, but a majority of these same millennials also 
favor access to legal same gender marriage. As usual, 
data and statistics cut both ways!

13. None at any table seemed aware of the potential 
impact of these discussions on the global United 
Methodist Church; thinking was primarily local.

14. The conversations at every table were cordial, 
engaged, respectful and animated. It was clear that 
every church asked to host an event had done great 
work to ensure a positive setting. It is clear also that 
much more discussion will be needed at every level 
of conference, district and congregation between now 
and February, 2019. We are off to a productive and 
positive start, toward whatever end God has in mind 
for his Illinois saints.

(Robert Phillips is a retired clergy member of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference and clergy delegate to the 2016 General 
Conference and the 2019 special-called session of the General 
Conference)

INSIGHTS AND MUSINGS ON THE IGRC 
“WAY FORWARD” CONVERSATIONS

Commission completes work on final report to the Council of Bishops
LOS ANGELES – Members of the Commission on a 

Way Forward expressed gratitude at the opportunity to be 
part of the Commission and they signaled hope for The 
United Methodist Church as they completed their meeting 
in Los Angeles on Thursday, March 22.

The 32-member Commission has been meeting since 
January 2017 in various places throughout the global 
denomination to assist the bishops in their charge from 
the 2016 General Conference to lead the church forward 
amid the present impasse related to LGBTQ inclusion and 
resulting questions about the unity of the church.

The Commission will present its final report to the 
Council of Bishops at its meeting in Chicago April 29-
May 4. At that meeting, the bishops will decide what 
will be received and acted upon by the delegates to the 
Special Session of the General Conference set for St. Louis, 
Missouri, February 23-26, 2019.

“Sitting at the table with Commission members, I see 
persons honest enough and humble enough to see the great 
challenge or impasse that is before us,” noted Rev. Helen 
Cunanan, from the Philippines. “At the same time, I see so 
much commitment and passion to the work entrusted to 
us - passion for mission and ministry; passion for our forms 
and expressions of unity; passion for God.”

Rev. Cunanan said she was confident that, “with the 
Holy Spirit’s leading, I believe we can embrace together a 
way forward.”

For Dr. Aka Hortense, a layperson from Côte d’Ivoire, 
the Commission was an opportunity to meet people 
who have the same love for Jesus Christ and who are all 

members of the United Methodist Church, but with very 
different experiences and differing positions regarding the 
question of human sexuality.

“By listening and through reflections I have learned 
- in all humility - that unity, which seems so simple in 
the church, is fragile because each person has their own 
personality, their own cultural and religious context, their 
own education, their own life experiences, and their own 
truth.”

She noted that through prayer, Bible studies and the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, members of the Commission 
worked on a plan for the church that must continue to 
highlight “the importance of the mission to which Christ 
calls us as a global church. This commission has helped me 
cultivate the heart of peace and has put me back at the heart 
of the Christian faith.”

By giving great attention to traditional, contextual 
and progressive values, the Commission members weighed 
input from across the denomination as they discerned the 
best proposals for a way forward.

As part of reaching out to various constituencies, 
Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball, one of the moderators, met 
with general secretaries of the church agencies while Bishop 
David Yemba, another moderator, and other members 
of the Commission gave an update to the Standing 
Committee on Central Conference Matters. Members of 
the Commission have also shared with various general 
agencies, jurisdictional and central conference gatherings, 
annual conferences and local churches.

Two other Commission members, Rev. Julie Hager 

Love from Kentucky Conference and Rev. Tom Salsgiver 
from Susquehanna Conference, have spent time talking to 
various groups and participating in meetings with groups 
in preparation for possible work that would be done at the 
2019 Special Session of the General Conference.

Rev. Love noted that the Commission is filled with 
persons who deeply love The United Methodist Church and 
have worked together to find a way forward through prayer, 
worship, Bible study, dialogue, study and fellowship. 

Contrary to some voices in the church that assume 
closure and that the work is already completed from 
particular perspectives, the Commission indicated that 
there was still robust conversation taking place through 
the denomination.    Bishop Carter noted, “The thirty-
two members of our commission embody an astonishing 
diversity—living on four continents, laity, clergy and 
bishops, theological differences, gay and straight, urban and 
rural, multiple generations. And yet we are committed to a 
way forward for the church that has blessed us and blesses 
others through us.”

As it prepares its final report to the Council, members 
of the Commission noted that The United Methodist 
Church will continue to discuss the public and private 
mission of the church and the value of convicted humility.

“We are in a crucible together, trying to create 
something that does not yet exist,” explained Bishop 
Gregory Palmer, resident bishop of West Ohio Area and 
a member of the Commission. “God’s grace and mercy in 
Jesus Christ sustains us through the ups and downs of the 
process that we trust leads to newness.”
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Local Church News

Abuse survivor moves forward, one act of kindness at a time
BY THERESA CHURCHILL
Decatur Herald & Review

MONTICELLO – Dan Koenigs is a man who'd 
give you the shirt off his back.

Literally.
Seconds after a basketball player smacked 

his nose on the floor during a recent scrimmage, 

Koenigs yanked his T-shirt over his head and 
handed it to the man to stanch the blood. Only then 
did he jog over to his gym bag for something else to 
put on.

His role coaching the Piatt County Golden 
Eagles basketball team for Special Olympics is but 
but one of many reasons the Piatt County Journal 
and Chamber of Commerce and Tourism named 
him Monticello's Citizen of the Year for 2017.

“He relates well with his players, and we're 
lucky to have him,” said Jackie Walk, Region 1 
sports director for Special Olympics Illinois.

His team includes son Aaron, 15, who has high-
functioning autism, but there's much more behind 

his dedication to helping than fatherly love.
First of all, he's a volunteer firefighter for 

the Cisco Fire Protection District, leads a weekly 
Bible study at Maple Point Assisted Living center 
and helps Piatt County residents who become 
homeowners through Habitat for Humanity and 
domestic violence victims supported by the Willow 
Tree Missions thrift store in Monticello.

“His name bubbled to the top this year as 
someone who gives back to the community without 
expecting anything in return,” said Denise Flaar, 
executive director of the Monticello Chamber. “You 
can't turn around and not see Dan helping out 
somewhere.”

Secondly, it's impossible to fully understand 
what drives Koenigs without going back to his time 
as an altar boy at St. John Vianney Catholic Church 
in Cambridge.

Spending the night at the rectory when he was 
12, he said he awoke to discover his priest's hands 
on his body. It was the beginning of a sexually 
abusive relationship that went on for three years, 
during which time Koenigs said he also was abused 
by two other priests.

In 2002, after he and his family moved to Piatt 
County, Koenigs became one of the first Central 
Illinoisans to go public with his story as part of a 
burgeoning child sex abuse scandal stemming from 
news reports about pedophile priests who were 
shuffled around the Boston Archdiocese.

Koenigs decided to speak with me, then a 
reporter for the Herald & Review, because he 
thought it was the only way to make sure his former 
pastor would never be reinstated by the Catholic 
Diocese of Peoria, even on a part-time basis.

He went on to achieve more satisfaction than 
most victims of the scandal did.

Koenigs won an undisclosed settlement from 
the Peoria Diocese in 2005. Shortly afterward he saw 
his former pastor sentenced to 10 years in prison 
in Wisconsin, where the statute of limitations clock 
had stopped on allegations involving two overnight 
trips to Milwaukee when the man returned to 

Illinois in the early 1980s.
Yet this didn't keep Koenigs from hitting 

bottom afterward while tearing down his tent after a 
weekend of camping near Oakland.

“It was 95 degrees out, and I was grumbling to 
God about some stuff,” he said. “Then the fourth 
chapter of Proverbs came to me, and I understood 
it was time for me to figure out if I was going to be 
angry for the rest of my life or if I was going to focus 
on being a better husband, a better dad and a better 
person and move forward.”

The epiphany set Koenigs on a different path, 
one that is changing him.

The man I met in his 30s was clearly doing his 
best to deal with multiple emotions teaming just 
below the surface, while the man I saw the other day 
is 50, knows where he's going and doing his best to 
make his corner of the world a better place.

“It helps me as much as it helps others,” he said. 
“I'm at my best when I'm helping.”

Koenigs has been a substance abuse counselor 
at the Piatt County Mental Health Center for nearly 
20 years and was nominated for Citizen of the Year 
by his boss, Executive Director Tony Kirkman.

“Dan is a blessing to this community,” Kirkman 
said. “His is an inspiring story of restoration.”

Koenigs kept his faith, but left the Catholic 
church in 2004 for Cisco United Methodist Church, 
mainly because so many of his friends go there. 
He's since become a lay leader, not only for his 
own congregation but also for the Sangamon River 
District of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference of 
The United Methodist Church.

When you think about it, his reasons for 
accepting my recent interview request aren't all that 
different from what motivated him 16 years ago.

“I really pray this helps someone,” Koenigs said. 
“God gets the credit for where I am today, and I 
hope my story gives others hope.”

(Reprinted with permission from the March 10 issue of 
the Decatur Herald & Review, www.herald-review.com)

SERVING OTHERS STRENGTHENS ANDERSON’S FAITH
BY ANDY BELL-BALTACI
Monmouth Review Atlas 

MONMOUTH – Before 2006, Miles, Iowa, native and 
current Monmouth resident Anita Anderson had no 
passport and had never been farther from home than 
Colorado.
She had been a teacher at the then-Warren, now-United 
School District for 40 years after graduating from the 
University of Dubuque. After retiring in 2002, she considered 
what she wanted to do with the rest of her days. At the 
top of that list was missionary trips. She went on four of 
them from 2006 to 2011, traveling to Romania, Liberia, New 
Orleans and Haiti. She says those trips have changed her life.
Anderson traveled to Romania through Buckner 
International, based out of Dallas. When there, she saw the 
level of need many of the children faced.
“(We were) giving shoes to orphans in Romania,” Anderson 
said. “We put shoes on children who had never had shoes or 
had cardboard in the soles of their shoes.”
According to Buckner’s website, “since 2000, Buckner’s Shoes 
for Orphan Souls drive has shipped almost 84,000 pairs of 
shoes to children in Romania.”
The trip inspired Anderson to continue mission work, this 
time with a local church, First United Methodist Church in 
Monmouth. With them she went to Liberia. To afford the trip, 
she came out of retirement for a semester to teach pre-K in 
Roseville.
The 2009 trip to Liberia came after 14 years of civil warfare in 
the country. Anderson says many of the residents there lived on 
$2.50 per day and could not afford to both eat and send their 
children to school, for which they needed to buy uniforms.

“Liberia had once been a thriving county, now everywhere 
there was devastation left from the war,” Anderson said. 
”(There was) still no infrastructure. One of our dorm-like 
houses had no electricity and no running water, so we got 
used to a dip and pour shower, using the remainder of 
the water that was left in our bucket to flush the toilet. ... 
Wherever we went, we met many who had overcome these 
devastating conditions. They each had their own story; they 
showed us their love; they reflected the true love of Jesus.”
In Liberia, Anderson and other missionaries helped build a 

school and a health clinic. They didn’t have power tools, so 
they used a machete to cut lumber. Additionally, they helped 
make sun bricks to build walls for the buildings.
“We ran out of supplies, and it would be several days before 
they would receive more, thus (it was) a very slow process,” 
Anderson said. “In a couple of rooms they were finished. We 
saw the wooden desks that had been made and sent from 
Midwest Distribution Center in Chatham, Illinois.”
In 2010, Anderson saw further devastation on another 
mission trip, this time to Haiti through Servant’s Gift after 
meeting founder Larry Roberts from Woodhull, who led the 
journey. The trip came immediately after the 7.0 magnitude 
earthquake that hit just outside the capital city of Port-au-
Prince.
Anderson said that in Haiti they taught Bible school to “13 
or 14” children all living in one home. She added that much 
of the city had been badly damaged by the earthquake, and 
during the trip they also visited a tent city that was overrun 
by gangs. Still, they helped the children meet someone 
who gave them medical supplies and health examinations. 
Roberts also helped by giving money to children on the 
street, which they used to buy food.
“We all chipped in money to give to them, as they would 
even hop on the running board of our van,” Anderson said. 
“Larry knew they would take the money to buy bread or 
something to take home to their families.”
Although further removed in time from a natural disaster, 
Anderson’s mission trip to New Orleans’ Lower Ninth Ward 
in 2011 through Roseville-Swan Creek United Methodist 
Church showed the lasting effects of Hurricane Katrina on 
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Photo by Theresa Churchill for Decatur Herald & Review 
Dan Koenigs, who coaches basketball for Special Olympics Illinois, talks with brothers 
Mason and Matthew Boyd before a scrimmage in Monticello pits members of the Piatt 
County Golden Eagles against their parents and siblings.
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Uniting Conference delegates share memories 
BY PAUL BLACK

While the 1968 Uniting Conference that brought 
together The Methodist Church and Evangelical 
United Brethren was a major milestone in American 
Protestantism, memories of that gathering have dimmed 
and others have been lost to death in the 50 years that 
follow.

Only three clergy delegates (all from the former 
Southern Illinois Conference).  a reserve delegate from 
Southern Illinois and a reserve delegate from the former 
Central Illinois Conference are still living and several 
shared their memories of the Uniting Conference.

“If I remember anything, there was enthusiasm; it 
was a major ecumenical movement,” recalled the Rev. 
Roy Trueblood, who was at the time, director of the 
Wesley Foundation campus ministry at Eastern Illinois 
University. Trueblood was elected as a reserve delegate 
by the former Central Illinois Conference and is the 
only living clergy delegate from the Uniting Conference. 
“When you got down to the details, and the devil is in 
the details, it was tough.”

In fact, conversations between the two 
denominations began as early as 1956 and culminated 
with the 1968 Uniting Conference.

Living in retirement in Ocala, Fla., Trueblood said 
he was 34 years old, “hardly dry behind the ears,” and 
was totally unpolitical after having served several small 
rural churches before embarking in campus ministry. 

“I was the young kid on the block and basically was 
an observer (at the Uniting Conference),” he said. 
“The world was in turmoil with Vietnam and the 
assassination of Martin Luther King just weeks before 
the Conference and Bobby Kennedy’s death weeks after. 
I had also gone through much of the turmoil on campus 
where values were being turned upside down.”

Rev. Joe Evers, who was the second clergy 
delegate elected from the Southern Illinois Conference, 
remembered the frenetic pace in trying to finish the 
work of the merger. “There were a lot of unanswered 
questions about doctrine, the Social Principles and 
other issues that were left to commissions to work out 
following General Conference,” Evers said. “I have 
always wished we could have had more clarity before we 
merged.”

One of the issues was development of a new creed, 
done in more contemporary language. Some had argued 
that the new creed was essential to the formation of a 
new church. Bishop Paul Washburn notes: “Persons 
holding this notion greatly overestimated the impact 
of the Confession (1962) on the life of the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church and greatly underestimated 
the direction the Theological Study Commission 
on Doctrine and Doctrinal Standards would take” 
(Washburn, 154).

At the 1972 General Conference, the Commission 
included both the EUB Confession and the Articles 

of Religion were both recommended for continued 
inclusion in the Book of Discipline with this context: 

There are, however, at least two general 
principles with respect to the discipline of 
doctrine in The United Methodist Church 
on which there had been broad and basic 
agreement. In the first place, the Articles and 
the Confession are not to be regarded as positive 
juridical norms for doctrine, demanding 
unqualified assent on pain of excommunication. 
They are and ought to remain as important 
landmarks in our complex heritage and ought 
rightly to be retained in the Discipline….Seen 
in this light, the recovery and updating of our 
distinctive doctrinal heritage – “truly catholic, 
truly evangelical and truly reformed” – takes on 
a high priority (Washburn, 154-155).

The phrase, “truly catholic, truly evangelical and 
truly reformed,” reminded 1972 delegates of the sermon, 
Vision and Dreams, preached by Dr. Albert Outler at 
the Uniting Conference, in which the originator of the 
United Methodist quadrilateral spoke of a balanced 
theology (see pages 10-11 in this issue).

“He was truly prophetic in that sermon,” recalled 
retired Bishop William B. Lewis, who as pastor of 
Murphysboro First UMC was one of the Southern 

Amid tumult of 1968, 
a church came together
BY HEATHER HAHN

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS)  – The year 1968 convulsed with 
assassinations, riots, war in Vietnam and student protests against that 
war. The Troubles revved up in Northern Ireland, and Soviet tanks 
rolled into Czechoslovakia.
At a time when it seemed much of the world was violently splitting 
apart, a group of Wesleyan Christians peacefully and joyfully were 
coming together.
On April 23, 1968, two bishops followed by two children, two 
youths, two adults, six ordained ministers, two church officers and 
finally all 10,000 people present joined hands and repeated in 
unison:
“Lord of the church, we are united in thee, in thy church, and now 
in The United Methodist Church. Amen.” 
With those words in a Dallas auditorium, the 750,000-member 
Evangelical United Brethren Church and the 10.3 million-member 
Methodist Church became one church. The merger also brought 
people together in another way: marking the official dissolution of 
the Methodist Church’s racially segregated Central Jurisdiction. 
Amid a tumultuous year — just weeks after the assassination of the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. — a new United Methodist Church was 
born.
“It felt like the restoration of the Methodist movement,” said 
the Rev. Joseph Evers, a Methodist delegate to the 1968 Uniting 

Conference. He is now 91 and lives in Quincy, Illinois.
Reaching unity required years of effort and a commitment to 
address racism that remains a work in progress. 
As The United Methodist Church celebrates its 50th birthday, 
church historians see lessons for a denomination facing questions of 
unity anew.
BLESSED BE THE TIES 

The early leaders of what would become The United Methodist 
Church had close ties. They just took more than a century to bind.
Philip Otterbein, the German-born founder of the United Brethren 
in Christ, was friends with Francis Asbury, Methodism’s pioneering 
bishop. In fact, Otterbein participated in Asbury’s ordination at the 
1784 Christmas Conference, the event that marked the founding of 
the Methodist church in America.
Jacob Albright, founder of what became known as the Evangelical 
Association, came to Methodism through a class meeting and began 
preaching and forming classes of his own among fellow German-
speaking Americans. However, a lack of cooperation from English-
speaking Methodists led both Otterbein’s and Albright’s followers to 
organize their own denominations.
Language differences weren’t the only source of division. U.S. 
Methodism during its first century saw a structural split about 

TOGETHER CONTINUED ON  PAGE 8

The United Methodist 
Commission on Archives 
and History and other 
historical organizations will 
hold Merging the Streams: 
Celebrating The United 
Methodist Church’s 50th 
Anniversary. 
The gathering on July 9-12 
at United Theological 
Seminary in Dayton, Ohio, 
will include presentations 
from many of the historians 
in this article. The gathering 
will celebrate both the 
denomination’s Evangelical 
United Brethren heritage 
and the end of the Central 
Jurisdiction. 
Learn more by visiting: 
https://www.umchistory.org/
merging-streams 
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once every decade, wrote noted church historian, the 
Rev. Russell E. Richey. Most dramatically, northern and 
southern Methodists ruptured over slavery in 1844.
By the early 20th century, John Wesley’s spiritual 
descendants had gone from breaking up to making up 
— but at great cost. 
In 1939, three Methodist denominations reunited 
to form what was then the largest Protestant 
denomination in the U.S. But to make that union 
possible, Methodist Protestant clergywomen had to 
surrender their clergy rights. 

Most notoriously, the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South required the creation of the Central Jurisdiction, 
which enshrined the segregation (and attendant 
second-class treatment) of African-Americans in the 
new denomination’s constitution. 
The merger of the United Brethren and Evangelical 
Church in 1946 featured its own setback. While the 
United Brethren approved full clergy rights for women 
in 1889, the Evangelicals wanted to halt the ordination 
of women altogether. Women’s ordination slowed 
greatly in the resulting union. 
LET’S GET TOGETHER

Nonetheless, members of both denominations 
continued to push for a church more in keeping with 
Jesus’ prayer in John 17:21 that believers “will be one.”  
Efforts to end the Central Jurisdiction date from its 
inception. Methodists and Evangelical United Brethren 
also began making movements toward union just 
months after the EUB formed. 
“The mid-20th century marked a broad movement 
toward church unity,” said the Rev. Thomas E. Frank, a 
historian of Methodism at Wake Forest University in 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 
At the same time the Methodists and Evangelical 

United Brethren were talking, other denominations 
embarked on similar dialogues that would lead to the 
formation of the United Church of Christ in 1957, 
the Presbyterian Church (USA) in 1983, and the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America in 1988.
The path to The United Methodist Church wasn’t 
without roadblocks. Bishops from both denominations 
in 1957 identified possible impediments to union, 
said the Rev. Ted Campbell, church history professor 
at Southern Methodist University’s Perkins School of 
Theology in Dallas. 
One issue was that the Methodist Church gave 
bishops life tenure while the Evangelical United 
Brethren had term limits. The list also included the size 
difference between the two churches, the manner of 
selecting district superintendents, overlapping church 
agencies, and finding a name that would honor the 
heritage of both denominations.
To make the union happen, the two denominations 
made compromises. United Methodists in the U.S. 
adopted the Methodist practice of life tenure for 
bishops. The Evangelical United Brethren’s Council on 
Ministries structure was adopted, and is still used to 
coordinate ministries at the local church and other 
levels of the denomination. The word United also 
became part of the new church’s name.  

TOGETHER CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Illinois Conference’s clergy delegates. “I recently 
read Outler’s sermon again. I can almost see 
him delivering it with his speech having a slight 
stammer in his cadence. He truly outlined what 
The United Methodist Church could be if we only 
had the courage to dream.”

Rev. Donald Lowe, one of the reserve 
delegates for Southern Illinois, remembered the 
Uniting Conference for what it meant to be able 
to share the moment with his father, the late 
Rev. Cecil Lowe and his brother-in-law, Rev. Roy 
Katayama.

“It was great to spend time with them and 
have the opportunity to sit down for a meal 
together and discuss the events as they were 
unfolding,” Lowe said. 

Lowe would be involved with re-writing 
significant portions of The Book of Discipline 
through his work on the Commission on 
Structure, which reported to the 1972 Conference. 
One of its recommendations was to replace the 
General Program Council with a Council on 
Ministries which would be parallel to local church 
structure. Over time, the plan was wise in that 
people could understand the structure because 
it was the same duties and responsibilities at the 
general church level as were cared for by the local 
church.

AN UNFINISHED CHURCH

In the past 50 years, 13 General Conferences 
have been held. Every four years, General 
Conference convenes and its delegates think that it 
can do a better job than its predecessors. 

The question which was posed 34 years ago 
by Bishop Washburn is still relevant today: Did 
the union of 1968 bring with it any measure of 
renewal?  Washburn’s response to his question is 
most helpful today:

“Surely God is at work through the Holy 
Spirit trying to the renew the church, and surely 
The United Methodist Church is one of the 
arenas in which God is at work. But are United 
Methodist persons, congregations, caucuses, and 

conferences communicating renewal in the Spirit 
to one another? Union provided means for such 
communication.

“The union provided new and different 
associates to many persons. What was the 
nature of meetings between new associates? Did 
indifference mark the meetings? Did such persons 
meeting size up their new associates to determine 
their usefulness in furthering personal ambitions? 
Did the new associates find common grounds for 
the forming of lasting friendships? Dis persons 
in such meetings find the presence of the living 
Christ in one another? ... The gift of new associates 
was and is one of the factors offering renewal to 
the church….

“The union provided new corporate 
relationships. Opportunities to enter into 
covenants were greatly expanded. Opportunities 
to join other pilgrims on their pilgrim ways were 
multiplied. Opportunities to serve were enhanced. 
Connectionalism was quickened. To the extend 
that United Methodists appreciated and employed 
the new corporateness for mission, the church was 
renewed” (Washburn, 160-161).
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Evangelical United Brethren Church Bishop Reuben H. Mueller (left) and 
Methodist Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke join hands on April 23, 1968, symbolizing the 
merger between the two denominations.

UMNS photo by Mike DuBose
Participants in the first reunion of the former Central Jurisdiction of the Methodist 
Church in College Park, Ga., sing during the opening worship in 2004. From left 
are Betty Henderson, Lina McCord, Angella Current-Felder and Marilyn Magee. 
The jurisdiction was a racially segregated structure for black Methodists that 
existed from 1939 to 1968, when it was dissolved into the five current geographic 
jurisdictions of the United Methodist Church with the 1968 merger. 

File photo courtesy of the 
United Methodist Commission on Archives and History
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FORMING A MORE PERFECT UNION

The Central Jurisdiction was not on the initial list of 
trouble spots, Campbell pointed out, but that came 
later. 
The Evangelical United Brethren — following petitions 
from the church’s Illinois Conference — ultimately 
made abolishing the segregated institution a condition 
for union, said the Rev. J. Steven O’Malley. He was an 
ordained EUB pastor at the time of the merger and 
now a professor at Asbury Theological Seminary in 
Wilmore, Kentucky.
“This move reflects longstanding EUB opposition to 
segregation and, before that, slavery,” he said. 
Four years before the union, Methodist conferences 
within the Central Jurisdiction began transferring to 
geographical jurisdictions. 
“By 1964, there were just so many of us who thought 
segregation was wrong and that the Central Jurisdiction 
was an anomaly in the Methodist Church because our 
theology didn’t support segregation,” said Evers, the 
Methodist delegate. “But it lasted too long.”
In a reversal of what happened in prior mergers, 
women were assured the right to be ordained and 
have full clergy rights, said the Rev. Patricia Thompson. 
She is the author of Courageous Past — Bold Future: The 
Journey Toward Full Clergy Rights for Women in The United 
Methodist Church.

However, the church sometimes struggled to live up to 
its teachings. 
Retired Bishop Susan W. Hassinger, who came out of 
the EUB tradition, was ordained in 1968. She waited 
two years for her first appointment, which was only 
part-time. 
LESSONS FROM UNION

Hassinger and other church leaders say the 
denomination can learn from its union. Those lessons 
seem especially relevant as the church prepares for a 
special General Conference in 2019 where delegates 
will face questions of whether attitudes toward 
homosexuality should be church-dividing.
“People had to listen to each other across differences 
and learn how to value the other,” said Hassinger, 
now bishop-in-residence at United Methodist Boston 
University School of Theology. 
O’Malley thinks the church can benefit from its 
Evangelical United Brethren heritage by taking a more 
“irenic” approach to conferencing, church order and 
social principles — that is, an approach aimed at 
reconciliation and peace. 
The Rev. Ian Straker, a former Howard University 
professor who has researched both the church split 
over slavery and the Central Jurisdiction, has yet 
another lesson in mind. 
While uniting a church is hard, he said, breaking up 
is even harder. The split in 1844 was not as simple as 
the amicable declaration made at that year’s General 
Conference.
“Stuff was tied up in litigation for decades,” he said. “It 
made a bunch of lawyers happy, but it was not neat and 
easy.” 
Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist 
News Service.

Artist Edward J. Mikula poses with 
the Cross and Flame emblem he 
had designed in 1968 symbolizing 
the union of the Methodist and 
the Evangelical United Brethren 
churches. This photo is from 
the book Keeping Up With The 
Revolution by Edwin Maynard. 
Archived photo courtesy of  United 

Methodist Communications

Dixie Parman demonstrates a Super 8 projector in 1968. Today, General 
Conference is staffed by a large cadre of volunteers and communication 
professionals in telling the story to the Church.

File photo courtesy of United Methodist Communications

The following persons were elected delegates by the IGRC’s predecessor conferences to the 
Uniting Conference of The Methodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren Church 
which convened April 23, 1968, in Dallas, Texas.
Illinois Conference EUB
Clergy
Samuel Batt, Barrington
John R. Bouldin, Deerfield
Sherman A. Cravens, Asst. to Executive Secretary, 
 Board of Pensions, Dayton, Ohio
Warren R. Ebinger, Naperville
Paid H. Filer, Professor, 
 Evangelical Theological Seminary, Naperville
Virgil J. Hague, Robinson
Wayne C. Hess, Conference Director of Program,  
 Bloomington
O. F. Landis, District Superintendent, Decatur
E. J. Larson, Executive Secretary Conference Board 
 of Missions, Ottawa
Eugene J. Moore, District Superintendent, Dixon
Keith B. Simpson, Naperville

Laity
Doit Biggs, Westfield
Fred C. Durbin, Decatur
Floyd Fager, Rockford
Walter P. Getz, Chicago
Frank Heiple, Washington
L. R. Moore, Danville
Walter Muller, Peoria
Lawrence Olson, Bloomington
Homer Wolfensberger, Freeport
Wallace Yenerich, Ashton
Paul Zimmerman, Naperville

Clergy Reserves
Dr. Richard Tholin, Naperville
Dale Catlin, Galesburg
George F. Jacobs, Aurora

Lay Reserves
James F. Will, Naperville
Mrs. Reuben Gums, Chicago
Mary Jane Boynton, Dixon

Milton Stauffer, Naperville
Frank Simpson, Farmer City

Central Illinois Conference
The Methodist Church
Clergy
W. Harold Loyd, Assistant to the Bishop, Springfield
R. Benjamin Garrison, Director U of I Wesley 
 Foundation, Urbana
Joseph H. Albrecht, Springfield First 
Jack B. North, Champaign First
Harry S. Crede, Peoria District Superintendent
Dale E. Pitcher, Executive Director, Conference Council 
 on Ministries
Frank H. Nestler, Kankakee First

Laity
Bryce Barnes, Chatham
Richard H. Gantz, Deland
Lloyd M. Bertholf, President,
  Illinois Wesleyan University
Mrs. Charles Galbreath, Conference President, 
 Women’s Society of Christian Service, Decatur 
Charlotte Gurtner, Program Counselor, 
 Conference Council on Ministries, Bloomington
Reid Tombaugh, Pontiac First
Richard E. Reeves, Decatur First

Clergy Reserves
Roy W. Trueblood, Director Eastern Illinois University 
 Wesley Foundation, Charleston
Robert W. Thornburg, Peoria First
Kermit C. Gregory, Urbana First
William W. Bennett, Rock Island First
James K. White, Bloomington District Superintendent
Gordon E. Michalson, President, 
 MacMurray College, Jacksonville
H. Russell Coulter, Executive Secretary, 
 Preachers’ Aid Society, Decatur
Orval L Bear, Macomb 

J. Henry Cox Peoria Forrest Hill
Leslie C. Archer, Streator First

Lay Reserves
Mrs. Lloyd Hanna, Farmersville
David E. Lindstrom Urbana Wesley
Hal Gronlund, Clinton
John T. Hansen, Moline Bethel
Robert D. Armstrong, Monmouth
Anna L. Fox, Rossville
Mrs. George McNeir, Springfield First
Jack P. Ghitalia, Knoxville 
C. Glenn Miller, Melvin First-Zion
Maynard Rigg, Peoria Madison Ave.

Southern Illinois Conference, 
Methodist Church
Clergy
William B. Lewis, Murphysboro First
Joseph C. Evers, East St. Louis St. Paul’s
Edward L. Hoffman, Carbondale First

Laity
Everett K. Thompson, Sesser
Mrs. J. H. Mount, Conference President, 
 Women’s Society of Christian Service, Carlyle
Ernest H. Teagle, Belleville Union

Clergy Reserves
Maurice L. Winn, Executive Secretary of Fiscal Affairs, 
 Conference Office, Mt. Vernon
Donald L. Lowe, Vandalia District Superintendent
Roland A. Lippman, Centralia First
Clyde Funkhouser, Vice President, 
 McKendree College, Lebanon

Lay Reserves
Jack Collins, Murphysboro First
Doris Davis, Robinson
Geneva Davenport, Harrisburg
Joy Wells, Lawrenceville
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Vision and Dreams: a sermon for the 1968 Uniting Conference
(Editor’s note: The following is a transcript of the ser-

mon delivered by Dr. Albert C. Outler at the United Confer-
ence of the Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren 
denominations April 23, 1968 in Dallas, Texas)

Fathers and Brethren and Sisters in Christ:

Here we are this morning, gathered together from all 
over the world and from all sorts and conditions of men – 
to celebrate a birthday, our birthday as The United Meth-
odist Church. In just a few moments now, we shall join in 
a ceremony symbolizing our new covenant of unity and 
mutual growth together. The aura of every newborn thing 
is an aura of hope. And so it is with us today. We stand here 
on a threshold. A new horizon looms ahead.

In some ears, it may sound fantastic to relate this day 
to the first Pentecost recorded in Acts 2 – what with no 
rushing mighty wind, no tongues of fire, no glossolalia, etc. 
But actually, the lasting meaning of that Pentecost was its 
opening the way for others to follow after.

And while the day of Pentecost was getting on, 
they [the disciples] were all together with one 
accord in one place….And they were filled with 
the Holy Spirit…and began to speak…as the 
Spirit gave them the power of utterance…about 
the great deeds of God…

This is, of course, an abridgement of the longer text, 
with the marvels omitted and also those two bits of local 
color that still intrigue me; the one where Peter denies 
that the disciples are drunk because it was too early in the 
morning (about the same time of day as now!); and that 
other one about the 3,000 new members added in one day. 
What a frustration it must have been for Peter to have all 
that happen, with no board to report to!

PENTECOST AND OUR BIRTHDAY – WHEN THE REAL 
WORK BEGINS

Clearly though, that first Pentecost was less significant 
for what happened then than for what came after. Pente-
cost was the day when the real work of the church began, 
when the Christian people accepted the agenda of their 
unfinished business in the world and began to get on with 
it! Those first Christians were not very well-furnished in 
terms of ecclesiastical apparatus. Their organization was 
shaky, their polity and discipline sketchy. Their theologians 
were in typical disagreement, and their most prominent 
“lay leaders” were Ananias and Sapphira!

Even so, that Pentecost was the ever thereafter 
memorable as the Church’s birthday, as the day when 
Joel’s prophecy was fulfilled – when the Holy Spirt would 
come and abide as God’s governing presence in the midst 
of his People – and this memory remained, even when 
the rushing mighty wind subsided to homiletical zephyrs, 
when glossolalia was relegated to the margins of Christian 
experience, when the tongues of fire gave way to contro-
versy and conflict. Pentecost is rightly remembered as the 
day when the Christian church was launched on its career 
in history, for the world. In every age, her performance has 
been scandalously short of her visions and dreams – and 
her plain imperatives. And yet also in every age since the 
first Pentecost, it is the Christian church that has marked 
off the crucial difference between man’s best hope and his 
genuine despair.

I know as well as anyone that this analogy between 
that first birthday and this one of ours does not apply 
foursquare. Our new church does not represent a radical 
break with our several past histories nor is there a 
comparable intention toward a radically new future. Even 
so, the analogy between that first Pentecost and this one 
could edifying to us, too. This is the day when the real 
work of the UMC begins. It is a day when doors are opened 
that heretofore were closed, when new possibilities of 

reformation and renewal are literally “at hand.”

A VENTURE IN CHRISTIAN UNITY
The essence of the event is self-evident: it is the ac-

complished fact of The United Methodist Church. Where 
once, scarcely a generation ago, there were five churches, 
now there is one. Where once our differences kept us 
apart – with different languages and folkways – now they 
are overcome or at least contained within a larger circle of 
committed fellowship. We have been Christian brethren, 
after a fashion, for the better part of two centuries – but 
separated brethren. Now our memberships and ministries 
have been mingled without compromise or indignity; our 
separate traditions have been sublated and made one.

Obviously, no part of our venture in unity is really 
finished as yet. Our joy in this union ought to be tem-
pered by our remembrance, in love, of those others of 
our Christian brethren, whom we acknowledge as such, 
and yet from whom we are still separated. Moreover, the 
various practical, domestic problems posed by our agenda 
in this Conference loom large and exigent. It will not be a 
debonair fortnight; few of us are likely to be content with 
the outcome. And yet, here we are and this is our birthday. 
Here we turn a new page in modern church history – and, 
just as smugness is excluded from our celebration, so also 
is cynicism.

Let us then ask ourselves what this fact of a new 
church makes possible. What will it take to turn this begin-
ning into the reality of its promise and of our hopes? We 
can offer our ungrudging gratitude and honor to all those 
whose toil and tears, faith and fortitude have led us to this 
hour – so long as we are all clear that none of their laurels 
(and certainly none of ours) is for resting on. We have much 
to be grateful for, nothing to be complacent about. Our joy 
this day is foretaste: foretaste of a future that can be even 
more creative than we have yet dared to ask or think.

This means that, as we turn from our ceremony of 
beginnings to the tasks that follow, our foremost need is 
for a vivid sense of the church we have been called to be. 
By what norms shall we seek to transform our covenant 
into genuine koinonia? By what principles are we willing 
to be guided in the agonies of growth that lie ahead? To 
what heavenly vision are we prepared to be obedient in the 
difficult days and years that even the blithest optimist can 
foresee?

One thing is for sure: what has served till now as our 
status quo ante will simply not suffice for the upcoming 
future. For all its great merits – for all its saints and heroes 
– the standing order is now too nearly preoccupied with 
self-maintenance and survival. The world is in furious 
and agonizing turmoil, incomprehensible and unmanage-
able. The church is in radical crisis, and in the throes of a 
profound demoralization, at every level of faith and order, 
life and work. In such times, business as usual simply will 
not get our business done. Our own past golden age (the 
19th century) – the heyday of pietism in a pre-urbanized 
society – has faded. Frontiersmen for tomorrow must be as 
dynamically adaptive to the “new world” as our forefathers 
were in theirs.

There is, of course, a bit of glibness here – for the brute 
fact is that we have no clearly visible alternative to the sta-
tus quo ready to hand, available merely for our choice and 
application. For all their advertisements, none of the new 
experiments in celebration of our own brave new world 
can honestly be hailed as the shape of things to come. 
Nor is it the case that any of our sister churches have had 
vouchsafed to them the blueprints for Zion’s Ark, space-age 
model – though some [notably the Roman Catholics] have 
recently exposed themselves to more massive and more 
fruitful self-examination than we.

For freedom we have been set free, from the outdated 

past – but it begins to look as if we have been condemned 
to freedom as well; condemned to come up with something 
better than protests and complaints and self-righteous 
criticism of others; we are condemned to responsible 
prophecy, reform and renewal – or else to the fatal conse-
quences of destructive discontent. If, in this new church 
of ours, we are to avoid “the dinosaur syndrome” (with its 
zeal for furnishing later ages an abundance of fossils) or its 
opposite, “the Elijah complex” (with its self-pitying, self-
righteousness about our minority status), we must find our 
way forward in conscious concern for the continuum of 
the Christian tradition and history in which we stand with 
our forefathers; always aware of God’s habit of linking the 
past and the future by means of the hopeful acts of men in 
decisive present moments – like this one! We must learn to 
discipline our imaginations and inventions, not by our own 
constrictive biases but by God’s open-hearted mandates for 
his people, by patterns that will serve our common life in 
the Body of Christ.

One version of the style of the new church that is to 
be has already been encapsulated in a phrase now familiar 
from the discussions of the Consultation on Church 
Union. It is a sort of motto that could qualify as a charter 
for authentic unity and effective mission: “We seek to be 
a church truly catholic, truly evangelical, truly reformed.” 
These words themselves are obviously not new; COCU 
has no copyright on this motto. Its significance lies in its 
summation of three essential dimensions and concerns of 
any company of persons calling and professing themselves 
Christian. Each of the terms has had a varied history of 
interpretation and misinterpretation; each has been a 
fighting word at one time or another. It is only when all 
three are taken and held together – each balancing and 
explaining the other two – that we can recognize their 
relevance as goal-points for the church we aspire to be: 
catholic and evangelical [both, not either/or]; catholic, 
evangelical and reformed – viz. with both catholic and 
evangelical concerns brought under perennial reassessment 
and re-formation in each successive new age.

One of the virtues of the motto is that it suggests a rich 
range of meanings, without specifying any single one of 
them as obligatory upon all. Certainly the interpretation I 
now propose makes no claim to finality. My only concern is 
to interest you in trying to understand its possible import 
for us in the UMC and in our efforts to shape her future 
during the next two weeks and the next two decades.

TRULY CATHOLIC
The basic meaning of the world “catholic” is “whole,” 

“universal,” “open.” It reminds us hat true unity not only al-
lows for diversity, it requires it. “Catholic” has never rightly 
meant “uniform,” “lock-step,” “produced by template.” It 
means “inclusive” – a community in which all the members 
“belong” equally and by right of membership, in which all 
ministers share equally the basic office of representing the 
whole church by right of ordination. It means “open” – a 
community whose boundaries are set by the Christian es-
sentials (the bare essentials at that) in which it is bad faith 
for anyone to deny full members to any other save by the 
canons of faith in Christ and the Christian discipline that 
derives from that confession. 

This rules out all distinctions based on race, sex, 
class and culture – and so also all distinctions based upon 
partisan emphases on this doctrine or that; this form or 
worship, or that; this pattern of polity or that. Here is the 
plain teaching of Wesley’s sermon on Catholic Spirit – a 
sermon we would all do well to recall and to update in 
terms that might fit our own condition.

A church tormented and befuddled by racial strife is 
not yet truly “catholic.” A church that cannot manage her 
global ties without “colonialism” or “autonomy” is not yet 
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“truly catholic.” A church that proudly (or humbly!) sets 
her own polity and folkways above those of other churches 
may be “united” but she is not yet “truly catholic.” A church 
that opens her sacraments to all other Christians but is her-
self not yet eligible for sharing in the sacraments of some of 
the others is not yet “truly catholic.” And if the main fault 
here lies, as we think it does, with others fencing us from 
their sacraments, this doe not alter the fact that we have 
rarely asked, with appropriate dignity, what is required of 
us, and them, for the valid mingling of our memberships, 
ministries and sacraments. 

It is also true that the other churches are not fully 
catholic, either – and this is the ecumenical tragedy! – but 
if we are to join them in the search for a more inclusive, 
integral “catholic” fellowship in Christ, the least we can do 
is to commit ourselves to just such a fellowship in this new 
church of ours – and to open our hearts and minds to yet 
further bold ventures in quest of Christian unity.

TRULY EVANGELICAL
But catholicity by itself is not enough. The church 

is called to mission, and her mission both her message 
and the demonstration of that message in her corporate 
life. Her message is not herself, either – it is her witness to 
the Christian Evangel; to the scandal and folly of Christ 
incarnate, Christ crucified, Christ resurrected, Christ 
transforming human life and culture, Christ in the world, 
Christ for the world; Christ in us, our hope of glory!

Thus, the church we are called to be must be “truly 
evangelical” – a church ablaze with a passion that God’s 
Gospel shall be preached and heard and responded to in 
faith and hope and love by all who can be reached and 
instructed and gathered into the fellowship of God’s cov-
enanted People. The fullness of the Gospel embraces all hu-
man concerns everywhere and always; but the heart of the 
Gospel is startlingly simple: that God loves you and me and 
all men with a very special love and that Jesus Christ is the 
sufficient proof of this love to every man who will receive 
and confess him as Savior and Lord.

The Gospel is the good news that it is God’s love that 
pardons, heals and reconciles, God’s love that demands 
that we be fully human and opens up the possibility for us, 
God’s love that can sanctify our memories and our hopes. 
And yet, this same Gospel also reminds us, in every hu-
man circumstance, that our salvation comes from God’s 
sheer unmerited favor. In no sense can it ever be earned 
or bought or wheedles – it does not come by any merit or 
demerit, by any good works or bad, by any claim that we 
can bring on our own behalf.

The word “evangelical” is concerned above all with the 
faith that receives the Gospel wholeheartedly and in trust; 
it stresses faith as a gift from God, faith as man’s basic re-
sponse to God, faith as the mortal foes of all human pride – 
and yet also faith as the loyal ally of all true human dignity. 

The church evangelical is, therefore, radically Christ-
centered – disengaged from any final dependence on eccle-
siastical apparatus of whatever sort, save only as it ministers 
to her central mission: that men may receive God’s gift of 
saving grace in Christ and learn to live in the world in true 
communion with the Holy Spirit and with one another. 

The church evangelical is a proclaiming church – but it 
is also a teaching church. Wesley often pointed out that the 
difference between his movement and the others – equally 

zealous in proclamation – was his provision of societies in 
which converts came to learn the meaning of the Gospel in 
depth and in concrete life-situations.

CLAIMING FULLY THE LEGACY OF OUR FOREFATHERS
We Methodists and EUB’s alike – by profession and 

fond memory – are grateful heirs of evangelical fathers and 
brethren, but we can scarcely boast of having fully claimed 
their legacy. A church falling behind in the race with an 
exploding and huddling population is not “truly evangeli-
cal,” despite its self-advertisements.

A church that counts her evangelical harvest chiefly in 
terms of members added to the rolls is not truly evangeli-
cal. A church the vast majority of whose members do not 
really understand the great issues entailed by “the Protes-
tant principle” – God’s sovereignty, man’s justification by 
faith alone, the witness of the Spirit, the life of grace, the 
authority of Scripture as the prime source of divine revela-
tion, etc. – such a church is not only not truly evangelical, 
she is, indeed, partaker in the greatest tragedy of modern 
Christianity: the abject failure of the teaching church.

Here we are – Christians by name and sign – orga-
nized to the teeth and involved in titanic labors of all sorts, 
and yet the generality of our people do not really know 
what the Christian faith purports, do not really believe in 
their hearts and minds what they profess with their lips, 
and, of those who do, there are few who can give a rational 
accounting of it to themselves and others. 

The proof of this turns up in every great upheaval – 
doctrinal, moral and social. The church evangelical must 
not be doctrinaire – but surely her people should be clear 
about the crucial priorities between God and man in the 
mystery of salvation and in the enterprise of our becom-
ing fully human. Wesley and Asbury and Otterbein and 
Albright understood these priorities in their day and in 
their terms. Those days and those terms are not ours – but 
the same task remains:  of calling all men to the love of God 
above all else and of all else in God.

TRULY REFORMED
And yet, even the best conceptions of “catholicity” 

and “evangelical zeal” sag out of shape as history moves the 
church along through time and change. The provisional 
becomes permanent, creative experiments from an early 
age become vested interests in a later one, the pragmatic 
warrant for a given polity becomes defensive and self-
maintaining. What once was a sign of “catholic spirit” 
becomes a new sectarianism; what once was an authentic 
evangelical concern becomes calcified into theories about 
evangelism that do not get the whole Gospel preached and 
heard and appropriated for life in the secular city. And so 
the church, even as she seeks to be truly catholic and truly 
evangelical must also be truly reformed – constantly open 
to God’s judgment upon the insidious idolatries of every 
successful venture, aware of the waning of every heyday –  
a church eager to be reformed, renewed: to have her spirit 
and power repristinated.

A church truly reformed is one that is open, 
intentionally and on principle, to creative change of every 
sort (in teaching, discipline and administration) – not 
haphazard or reckless change, but not timid or grudging, 
either. The church reformed lives by the Scriptures for they 
alone provide a decisive appeal to the constitutive tradition 
of Christ without the dead-hand of traditionalism; the 
Scriptures alone provide for radical, mandated change 
without the gusts and shallows of human ingenuity. Their 
authority does not rest upon their letter nor yet with any 

arcane or coterie interpretation – but rather upon the 
public sense of the texts and their original intentions, 
enriched by the wisdom of the teaching church through 
all the ages, sifted by the canons of critical reason and vital 
Christian experience in the modern world.

A TIME FOR VISIONS AND DREAMS
But the church reformed is also under the judgment of 

the future. The eschatological orientation of faith is forever 
demanding that the old be constantly re-examined and re-
constituted – always with an eye to the urgent, the needful, 
the effective. The reforming spirit calls for self-examination 
without self-justification, self-criticism without self-loath-
ing, creative discontent rooted in the conviction that the 
good is the enemy of the best. 

It may seem to some a mite unseasonable to suggest 
that the UMC needs to take a conscious, urgent though 
of being or becoming “truly reformed,” just now! We are a 
church re-formed: what with our new Plan and our newer 
Report and with 10 more days to pull and haul away at 
their discussion, amendment and adoption. Surely this is 
enough for the present moment.

Well – yes – in a way – but that’s partly my point. This 
Plan and the Report in the form in which they will stand 
when we adjourn will doubtless be the very best we can do, 
under all the circumstances, etc., etc. But for how long with 
that be good enough? The answer: not much beyond the 
results being printed in the new Discipline. Wherefore, now 
is the time, as at that first Pentecost, for young men to se 
visions and old men to dream dreams – visions and dreams 
that ask more of the Methodist people then we have ever 
asked before, visions and dreams that offer a richer, fuller 
life for all God’s People, visions and dreams that see this 
“new” church re-newed yet again and again, not only “in 
the Spirit” but in her structures, functions, folkways.

This is not a proposal, not even indirectly, for any 
specific reform – yours or mine or anybody else’s. It is, 
however, an open advocacy of the idea of reform and of 
“the Protestant principle” of semper reformanda. When 
more of us get accustomed to the notion that this new 
church of ours can be re-made for yet more effective 
mission, for still more authentic democracy and local 
initiative, for still more efficient, adventurous leadership – 
and that all this can be done and should be done forthwith! 
– then the pooled wisdom of our fellowship will surely be 
enabled to prove that rational, responsible change is a far 
more faithful pattern of obedience to Christ than the most 
devoted immobilism can ever be.

This, then is our birthday – a day to celebrate, a 
day to remember, a day for high hopes and renewed 
commitments. This is a day when the eyes of the whole 
Christian community are focused on us and especially 
those of our Methodist brethren in Britain who are with 
us here in spirit. This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us really rejoice and be glad in it – glad for the new 
chance God now gives us: to be a church united in order 
to be uniting; a church repentant in order to be a church 
redemptive, a church cruciform in order to manifest God’s 
triumphant agony for mankind.

Till sons of men shall learn his love
And follow where his feet have trod
Till glorious from the heavens above
Shall come the city of our God!

Let us pray:
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light, look 

favorably on thy whole Church, that wonderful and sacred 
mystery; and, by the tranquil operation of thy perpetual 
providence, carry out the work of man’s salvation; and let 
the whole world feel and see that things which were cast 
down are being raised up, that those things which had 
grown old are being made new, and that all things are 
returning to perfection, through him from whom they took 
their origin, even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Dr. Albert Outler and wife Carla 
(left) and with students at the 
Perkins School of Theology (right)
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to appeal to a new generation. It’s to reorient ourselves as 
to what the problem is. Maybe the problem isn’t millennials’ 
apathy toward the church—maybe it’s the church’s apathy 
toward the concerns and passions of millennials, and not just 
millennials but the world outside the Christian bubble.
When people tell me that young adults just need to come to 
church and see for themselves, I ask them: why should they 
care about what’s happening inside our walls when we don’t 
seem to care about what’s happening outside them? I know 
that we do care, in our own way—but not in a way that 
translates to my generation.
Many millennials see the church as exclusive and insular. The 
church’s problem isn’t attractiveness—it’s that the church is 

perceived as failing to live up to its own standards. Not that 
the church needs to be perfect—when people accuse the 
church of being hypocritical, my response is, “Well, duh, it’s full 
of humans”—but we do need to be more perfectly honest 
about our failings, our motivations, our real purpose.
Millennials, far from being lost souls secretly in need of what 
the church has to offer (how unintentionally patronizing our 
evangelical efforts can be), are constantly creating community 
in their own ways. It will take more than a rebranding 
campaign to convince millennials that the church is a form 
of community worth participating in. In the meantime, I pray 
that my loneliness will lead me to seek solutions we haven’t 
yet dreamed of to problems we can’t quite get our heads 
and hearts around.

Author’s Note: I recognize that I sometimes use “we” to 
refer to millennials and sometimes to refer to the church. I 
decided to leave it that way, even (and perhaps especially) 
because it might be confusing, since it reflects my own sense 
of conflicted identity.
The Rev. Sarah Howell-Miller is associate minister at 
Centenary UMC in Winston-Salem, N.C. She leads worship 
and community at Roots Revival, a worshipping community 
dedicated to building transformative relationships and 
encountering God in unexpected ways through word, song, 
sacrament, and fellowship. Reprinted from Rev. Howell-
Miller’s blog, https://sarahshowell.wordpress.com

Christian Conversations
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Church in Honduras has planted four other churches
REV. GUSTAVO VASQUEZ

The Central United Methodist Church of Danlí 
is considered the first organized church of the United 
Methodist mission in Honduras.

It began in 1997 as a mission initiative of Bishop 
Armando Rodriguez, who was the leader of the 

Methodist Church in Cuba. At that time, Rodriguez 
had retired from episcopal duties and became a 
missionary of the United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries.

With 200 members and an average attendance of 
80 congregants, the church has Sunday school with 
groups of all ages, worship service, prayer service and 
five growth groups. It has several ministries oriented 
to outreach and community service — providing 
food for children at risk of malnutrition and a 
recovery program for people with addictions. It also 
provides pastoral accompaniment to workers in a 
local tobacco factory.

Currently, the church is evaluating opening a 
new congregation and studying options to select the 
most appropriate location. The Danlí church has a 
lot of experience in this area, as it has already started 
four other churches.

The Rev. Jose Roberto Peña Nazario, the current 
pastor of the church, said that   The United Methodist 

Church of Excuapa was organized after Hurricane 
Mitch devastated several regions in Honduras in 
1998. The United Methodist Committee on Relief 
began sending volunteer groups to rebuild homes. 
Excuapa was one of the communities they visited.

“There, the volunteers and members of the local 
church gathered to repair and rebuild houses, but 
also to evangelize," Peña said.

The Excuapa congregation continued to grow 
and developed another congregation — Ríos de Agua 
Viva United Methodist, located in the town of Jagua.

"Subsequently, the Council of the Central 
UMC was analyzing other possible fields of mission 
in order to develop a new congregation with the 
support of Yamilette Moncada. She is a member of 
this church and currently pastor of the mission,” 
Peña said. “In this way, the UMC of Quisqualagua 
was founded."

He recalled that while traveling to Quisqualagua 
to serve the nascent church, he met people in the 
neighboring community of El Pescadero. They asked 
him to start Bible studies in that area.

"I committed myself first, without compromising 
the church in the first moments. Later, when the 
group was growing, we presented the idea to the 
council of our church and they decided to offer 
congregational support to this mission. This was the 
origin of the fourth community of faith born from 
the Central UMC of Danlí."

El Pescadero United Methodist Church was 
officially received as a church at the last Annual 
Assembly — an annual gathering of delegates from 
all United Methodist churches in Honduras — in 
January. There are now 21 churches and a growing 
number of new congregations in Honduras.

For Peña, "the motivation of the local church 
has been the foundation of all this experience of 
expansion and consolidation of new congregations."

One of the challenges to Central Church’s 
expansion is having the recognition of the 
communities it reaches. In Peña’s experience, the 
involvement of the communities in the development 
of the new congregations has been fundamental.

"It is always a challenge to make The United 
Methodist Church known, so we do it not only 
through preaching, but also through ministries that 
assist the needs of the communities," he said.

The other important challenge is the 
development of local leadership in the congregations 
that are being integrated.

"It is sometimes difficult for local church leaders 
to recognize that it is important not only to develop 

activities, but to immediately begin to develop 
leadership in those communities," Peña said. "We 
must delegate responsibilities so that these new 
leaders can take experiences and be trained to lead 
the new congregations."

Peña said the city of Danlí is a prosperous city, 
but like other areas of the country, it has great needs. 
The levels of insecurity are lower than other cities of 
Honduras, but poverty affects it in the same way.

The level of unemployment in Honduras is high 
— between 7 and 8 percent — and Danlí does not 
escape this problem. Many of the women work in the 
local tobacco factories, which is one of the strongest 
economic activities in the area.

"Many of our churches are financially supported 
by the income provided by tobacco factory workers 
who are members of the UMC,” Peña said.

The church is aware that in the city, there are 
many deficiencies in public services, especially in 
regard to health and education. Peña is interested in 
supporting education for children and seeks ways to 
provide them with study grants.

The United Methodist Church in Honduras has 
a national scholarship program called "scholarships 
with blessing" that serves low-income students from 
each of the local churches. Peña said there is a similar 
local fund to cover, as much as possible, the needs of 
the students of the community.

The church addresses public health needs 
through medical brigades, which it coordinates with 
visiting United Methodist Volunteers in Mission 
teams.

“We host them during a period of time and they 
serve, not only residents of this area, but to people 
who come from the poorest villages in neighboring 
marginal areas to the city,” Peña said. The church 
has a fund called “particular health help,” used to 
help people in need who do not have money to buy 
medicine or pay for a medical consultation.

"The medical brigades, the dental services, the 
sewing classes, the filtration projects of drinking 
water, the construction of stoves (rural kitchens), 
among many other ministries, have been essential 
in the development of our congregations and in the 
projection of The United Methodist Church in the 
different communities in which we are present,” Peña 
said.

To donate to Honduras Mission Initiative, 
Advance #12928A, visit www.umcmission.org.

Vasquez is Hispanic News Desk director for United 
Methodist News Service.

Photo by Gustavo Vasquez, UMNS 

A sign at the entrance to the city of Danlí, Honduras, offers an invitation to visit the 
Central United Methodist Church. The Rev. Jose Roberto Peña, the church's pastor, 
said, "It is always a challenge to make The United Methodist Church known, so we do 
it not only through preaching, but also through ministries that assist the needs of the 
communities." 
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CHAMPAIGN – Members of Mt. Vernon UMC 
near Champaign held its annual Blessing of the 
Tractors March 17.

This annual blessing was conceived as a way to 
celebrate and bless the people who work the land 
just as fishermen receive blessings when they go 

to harvest the sea. All area farmers and gardeners 
were invited to bring seeds, plants, soil, and 
implements (big and small) to be blessed by Pastor 
Naomi Roberts.  

A free lunch was served by the women of the 
congregation following the annual blessing.

Mt. Vernon UMC holds annual Blessing of the Tractors

Photo courtesy of Phyllis Godwin

one of the more impoverished areas of the city. It was while 
renovating a house there that Anderson truly realized the 
magnitude of what had happened in 2005 and its lasting effects.
“When we were working on renovating a home that had been 
completely gutted, we were sanding, painting and getting it 
ready for their owner to return to it,” Anderson said. “It was 
another ‘wow’ moment when I collected a few seashells in the 
grass-covered back yard — that only meant that the rushing 
water had left them all behind.”
Currently, Anderson is devoting her time to being with her 
family, which now includes nine grandchildren and a husband 
she’s been married to for 53 years. She lives on a farm just 
east of Monmouth and she also recently completed a four-year 
term as president of the Spoon River District United Methodist 
Women in Alpha.
“You hear of all the things we throw away,” Anderson said 
of giving back. “They don’t have the infrastructure we have 
in Haiti and Liberia. There’s so much devastation and it just 
strengthened my faith. I always felt like I should do more than 
I do and ... I’m totally blessed. I’m blessed as much as there are 
stars in the sky. I’m blessed and I feel like I needed to share. 
I wanted to find out about other people, and it’s been so 
worthwhile.”
(Reprinted with permission from the March 8 issue of the 
Galesburg Register-Mail, www.galesburg.com)

Local Church News

BY KATHY L. GILBERT

A ruling in the case against a United Methodist 
Cincinnati gay pastor will go back to the same 
committee that investigated the case in 2017 to 
address “egregious errors.”
The North Central Jurisdiction Committee on 
Appeals ruled the West Ohio Committee on 
Investigations made errors of church law in dismissing 
some of the charges against the Rev. David Meredith 
and remanded the case back to the conference 
committee to re-examine parts of its findings.
However, the appeals committee asked the appellant, 
the West Ohio Conference, to “pause” further 
judicial proceedings until the completion of the 
special General Conference set for Feb. 23-26, 2019, 
in St. Louis, Missouri.
The 2019 special meeting of The United Methodist 
Church’s top lawmaking assembly will be limited to 
acting on a report by the Council of Bishops, based 
on the proposals from the Commission on the Way 
Forward. The 32-member commission, appointed 
by the bishops, has the charge of finding ways for 
the denomination to stay together despite deep 
differences around homosexuality.
“As we have deliberated we have been mindful that 
we are all the church and no one party has that label 
exclusively,” the appeals committee said in its decision.
Bishop Gregory V. Palmer, episcopal leader of the 
West Ohio Conference and a member of the Way 
Forward Commission, said the denomination’s 
judicial process defined in the Book of Discipline is 
at times “arduous, but it also bends toward seeking a 
just resolution.”
In the church a just resolution is defined as “one 
that focuses on repairing any harm to people and 
communities, achieving real accountability by making 
things right in so far as possible and bringing healing 
to all the parties.”
Sending these charges back for a new hearing is 
appropriate, said the Rev. Gregory Stover, appellant 
for West Ohio Conference. But he disagreed with 
another part of the decision.
“The instruction of the Committee on Appeal to 

pause all proceedings until after the completion of 
the 2019 Special Session of General Conference 
is disturbing and likely irregular. It represents yet 
another example of the failure of our system 
to move expeditiously to uphold our order and 
discipline,” he added.
Stover said he and his co-counsel, Rodger Walk, will 
examine the ruling to determine if any further action 
is warranted.
Meredith, pastor of Clifton United Methodist 
Church in Cincinnati, Ohio, faces complaints of 
violating church law after marrying Jim Schlachter, his 
partner of almost 30 years. Two days after his 2016 
marriage, complaints were filed with the West Ohio 
Conference.
The West Ohio Committee on Investigation, in an 
Oct. 15, 2017, meeting, considered three charges 
against Meredith:
• “Immorality including but not limited to, not 

being celibate in singleness or not faithful in a 
heterosexual marriage”

• “Being a self-avowed practicing homosexual”
• “Disobedience to the order and discipline of The 

United Methodist Church"
The committee dismissed the first two charges and 
part of the third. The part dismissed from the third 
charge specifies that “Ceremonies that celebrate 
homosexual unions shall not be conducted by 
our ministers and shall not be conducted in our 
churches.” Disobedience to the order and discipline 
of The United Methodist Church still carries the 
possibility of a church trial and the removal of 
Meredith’s clergy credentials.
On March 9, the West Ohio Conference presented 
arguments that the conference Committee on 
Investigation made “egregious” errors when it 
dropped some of the charges against Meredith.
A press release from Clifton United Methodist 
Church issued after the findings pointed out that 
Meredith and his supporters were not permitted 
to speak during the hearing. However, the appeals 
committee said the appeal only concerned 
questions related to the West Ohio Committee   

on Investigation.
Meredith said the decision “betrays United Methodist 
polity, theology and practice,” by prioritizing 
denominational law instead of being the church.
“This ruling is a sad illustration of the judicial lock-box 
that the Methodist establishment has placed itself in,” 
said Steve Depoe, chair of Clifton United Methodist’s 
church council. “The Holy Spirit was not favored 
during that hearing, nor in the decision.”
Palmer asked United Methodists to “join me in the 
continuing work of prayer, dialogue and relationship 
building for all parties involved and for the whole 
church in this season, which has its challenges and is 
full of opportunity for healing, renewal and revival.”
Gilbert is a multimedia reporter for United Methodist 
News Service. Contact her at 615-742-5470 or 
newsdesk@umcom.org. 

GAY PASTOR’S CASE HEADS BACK TO WEST OHIO COMMITTEE
(BELOW) Benton R. Heisler and Beverly Wilkes-Null, 
members of the North Central Jurisdiction Committee on 
Appeals, heard arguments on March 9 from the West Ohio 
Conference appealing a decision by the West Ohio Committee 
on Investigation to drop two of three charges against the 
Rev. David Meredith that stemmed from his 2016 marriage to 
another man.

Photo by Kathy L. Gilbert, UMNS
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Conference News

PRENTICE SERMON AT MT. VERNON FIRST APRIL 8
MT. VERNON  – The IGRC 
Commission on Archives and 
History has announced that 
the annual Prentice Memorial 
Sermon will be held at Mt. 
Vernon First UMC, April 8 at 
10:45 a.m.

The Rev. Dr. Paul Stroble, chair of the IGRC 
Commission on Archives and History, will be 
the speaker. Stroble has done extensive research 
on Zadok Casey, the organizer of the Methodist 
Society in Mt. Vernon which later became Mt. 
Vernon First.
The site was selected to correspond with the 
church’s 200th anniversary and how it fits with 

the Prentice Sermon. Last year, Mt. Carmel 
Trinity was selected due to the community’s 
bicentennial.
The Prentice Sermon began with a bequest 
from a Methodist layman in Springfield to honor 
a group of persons who are well known for 
their untiring proclamation of the Gospel, the 
pioneer Methodist circuit riding preachers. Hiram 
Buck Prentice made his bequest to the Illinois 
Conference in 1922 to pay the expenses of one 
of the ministers of the Illinois Conference to 
preach upon the topic, “the Ministry and service 
as exemplified by the lives and labors of pioneer 
preachers of the Illinois Annual Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church.”

Franklin promoted to Associate Coordinator of Camping and Youth Ministry 
SPRINGFIELD  – To better support the 

Conference Camping and Youth Ministries, Curt 
Franklin has been named Associate Coordinator of 
Camping and Youth Ministries. 

On his new role, Franklin says, “I am very 
excited about the new role I am stepping into. As 
we refocus the ministries, my hope is that with the 
support of the Conference Camping and Youth 
Ministries our local churches will see transformation 
in their young people. It is my desire that both young 
people and churches will be better equipped to reach 
the world that lies ahead.”

While he will still be working closely with 
camping, his primary emphasis will be on ministry to 

youth and their leaders in the IGRC. 
In coordination with the creation of 
this new position, consultants from 
Ministry Architects will be working 
closely with conference leadership, 
youth leaders, and youth to help cast 
a vision for youth ministry for our 
conference. More details on this work will be coming 
soon.

Franklin grew up in Toulon and attended the 
United Methodist Church in town. He became a 
member of Toulon UMC in high school and has been 
involved in camping and youth ministries since the 
summer of 2000. 

In the fall of 2009, Curt married Kristin Franklin 
and came on full-time as a program manager for 
Camping and Youth Ministries. Curt and Kristin are 
members of Crossroads UMC in Washington where 
Kristin is the Director of Children’s Ministries. Curt 
loves spending time with family and friends, playing 
instruments, or being outdoors. 

What’s with the beard and long hair? Kristin 
jokingly made a challenge years ago that he couldn’t 
go a year without cutting his hair. He won that 
challenge and now donates his hair to Pantene 
beautiful lengths; however, he seems to be rapidly 
running out of brown hair to donate. Time for a 
haircut?

Annual Conference app wins UMAC award
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. – The 2017 Annual 

Conference mobile app was recently awarded 
top honors by the United Methodist Association 
of Communicators meeting held March 7-9.

The mobile app, developed by IGRC 
Director of Communication Ministries Paul 
Black using Sched, won first place among 
conference and local church entries. This is the 
third award IGRC Communications have won 
for its mobile apps.

The Northern Illinois Conference’s Reporter 

newspaper took top honors for best conference 
newspaper. The publication is designed by 
former IGRC staff member Natalie Rowe and 
Communication Director Anne Marie Gerhardt.

Former IGRC staff member Stephen 
Hustedt, who is Director of Communications 
for the Upper New York Conference, garnered 
two awards – a third place award for blogging 
and a second place for design of the conference 
website.

Help shape the future of 
the IGRC youth ministry
SPRINGFIELD – The IGRC Youth Ministry team is partnering with 
Ministry Architects, a ministry consulting firm from Tennessee, to vision 
a new direction for Conference Youth Ministry.

Over the next several months our consultant partners will be guiding 
us as we discern where God is leading the Conference in the work of 
making young disciples of Christ for the transformation of the world. A 
vital piece of this work is listening to local church leaders to hear more 
about their experiences, needs, desires, struggles, and opportunities. 

We want to be better equipped to resource our youth and their 
leaders and this all starts with you. We want to hear from volunteers, 
staff, pastors, and mentors that are currently active in the work of 
ministry with youth. We also desire to have more conversations with 
youth about what they want and need from their conference youth 
ministry.

In the coming weeks and months, we will be gathering in person and 
online to hear from you. In order to hear from as many youth workers 
as we can, we need to update our database of youth workers in our 
conference. If you are active in youth ministry or have youth in your 
church, please visit: www.igrc.org/YouthMinistrySurvey.  When you're 
done feel free to share this with other IGRC youth workers that you 
are in contact with. The more voices that are represented the clearer 
the path forward becomes, allowing us the opportunity to deeply 
impact the greatest number of youth and their leaders.

NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRIES SUNDAY APRIL 15
One tribe in North America has told this story 
for centuries: when people “pale as birch” 
crossed the great water in large canoes, they 
brought with them “The Black Book.”  However, 
the bringers of the physical Book could not have 
known what it would mean and look like to be 
Native and a follower of Jesus.  
Today Native Americans – with many unique 
languages, many unique cultures – honor their 
heritage, and live as Jesus-followers, led by a 
rotation of primarily Native American pastors.
SUPPORTING THE MINISTRY OF CHRIST 
AMONG NATIVE PEOPLE
Most Americans today recognize that the history 
following the arrival of the large canoes bore 
little resemblance to the one all Christians 
identify as Creator. That’s why the people of 
The United Methodist Church, Native and 
non-Native, are creating a new history. Through 
Native American Ministries Sunday, we’re able to 
equip and empower Native American pastors, 
congregations and seminary students to do what 
only they can do: authentically worship and serve 
Jesus.
As a member of The United Methodist Church, 
your gift, on this day, equips Native congregations 
– like New York’s Onondaga Nation UMC and 

Nebraska’s Native American Sacred Winds 
congregation – to worship and serve as only they 
can.
This work, and hundreds of other ministries, are 
possible because you give.
OUR GIVING ALLOWS NATIVE AMERICANS TO 
ENCOUNTER, WORSHIP AND SERVE JESUS
When you support Native American Ministries 
Sunday, you equip seminary students who will 
honor and celebrate Native American culture in 
their ministries. And you empower congregations 
that are finding fresh new ways to minister to 
their communities with the love of Christ.
Dr. Richard Twiss, a member of the Sicangu 
Lakota Oyate from the Rosebud Sioux 
Reservation in South Dakota, asked:
“Will we be allowed to develop new ways of 
doing church that honor God’s purposes for the 
creative expression of our cultures? Will new 
ministry partnerships and coalitions form? Will 
you help be a part of this wonderful process of 
reconciliation, restoration and release?”  
Order resources for Native American Sunday at: 
www.umcgiving.org/NAMS

To give online, visit:  https://donate.gcfa.org/
FundDetails.aspx?ID=10000141000110002 

O’FALLON – The Mississippi 
River District office has announced 
that Bonnie C. Abel has joined its 
staff as administrative assistant.

She succeeds Karen Homan who 
has retired after 14 years of service.

Abel recently moved to the 
Belleville area in December following 
the retirement of her father Michael 
B. Abel, a pastor in the IGRC.  She 
has been a part of the IGRC from an early age and is excited to further her 
involvement with The United Methodist Church. 

Among her spiritual gifts, Abel possesses gifts in hospitality, administration 
and mercy and is looking forward to enhancing the work of the district with 
these gifts. She lives in a multi-generational family, and is blessed to share life 
with her parents, Michael and Mary Ann Abel; and is raising her son, Micah 
who recently turned 2 in February. 

Abel is a proud parent of both her son and her Pomeranian fur-baby, Jude. 
In her free time, Bonnie enjoys baking, travel, and singing. She looks forward to 
being part of the connectional community of the IGRC.

New Mississippi River District 
administrative assistant
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TOTTEN TO REPRESENT NCJ ON YOUNG ADULT PILGRIMAGE
NASHVILLE, Tenn.  – Erin Totten, pastor of 

Sunfield UMC in the Cache River District, has been 
selected to represent the North Central Jurisdiction 
on a young adult pilgrimage in May and early June led 
by the Young People’s Ministries unit of Discipleship 
Ministries.

According to Chris Wilterdink, director of young 
people’s ministries development for Discipleship Ministries, 
the trip has three main goals:

• Experience the lands of the Bible and get to know the 
people living there today, increasing biblical knowledge; 

• Network young United Methodist leaders together (one 
person from each US jurisdiction and 1 person from 
each Central Conference), a total of 12 participants plus 
leaders.

• Leadership development through conflict resolution and 
conflict management training through balanced exposure 

to the ongoing conflict between Israel and Palestine.

Throughout the journey, the young leaders 
will visit holy sites while taking time to meet with 
both Israelis and Palestinians, including those who 
have been displaced. They will hear the stories and 
experiences of Palestinian Christians to more fully 

understand the peace building efforts in the land. Israeli and 
Palestinian guides will provide perspectives on conflict and 
peace for participants.

According to Michael Ratliff who leads the Young 
People’s Ministries, “It is our hope that as this diverse group 
learns, hikes, and experiences the land and people of Israel 
and Palestine together, they will grow in relationship, in their 
understanding of scripture, and in knowledge of conflict and 
peace-building.” He continued, “All of these experiences will 
enrich not only the participants, but all who are a part of their 
ministry beyond the pilgrimage.”

Golden Cross 
Sunday May 13
SPRINGFIELD – Golden Cross Sunday is May 
13.  Come to worship ready to give to the 10 
ministries across our conference that are serving 
people across the life span. 
Golden Cross ministries live beyond the doors of 
the local church; when you give, your dollars help 
to strengthen the agencies who are the hands and 
feet of Christ in this hurting world. 
You can feel deep satisfaction, knowing that your 
generosity is generating hope and healing in our 
conference. There are several ways to give – 
directly through your local church (write Golden 
Cross in the memo line).
Bulletin inserts may be downloaded from the IGRC 
website at: www.igrc.org/goldencross. 

 Golden  Cross
CHURCH BEYOND THE DOORS

FLOODING IN FOUR STATES KEEPS MIDWEST MISSION BUSY
PAWNEE – Midwest Mission Distribution Center sent its first 
truck to Aroma Park and Watseka to deliver flood relief on Feb. 28.  
Midwest Mission sent 72 cleaning kits to Aroma Park. Wateska 
received 300 personal dignity kits, 20 layette kits, 48 school 
kits and 144 cleaning kits. Watseka UMC was hosting four 
kindergarten classes since the elementary school was flooded.  
On March 1, Midwest Mission delivered 432 cleaning kits to 
South Bend, Ind. The following day, 504 cleaning kits were 
delivered to Indianapolis and 216 cleaning kits to Salem, Ind., in 
the southeastern corner of the state.
On March 3, Midwest Mission employees headed to Caledonia, 
Mich., to deliver 72 cleaning kits and another 72 cleaning kits 
were delivered to Corunna, Mich.
The supplies sent out in response to the flooding as of March 3 
are valued at $103,956.
Midwest Mission has received calls to respond to flooding in 
Ohio next but are waiting on the final plans. “As soon as the 
official request is received the truck will be loaded and on 
the road that day or the next - we are committed to a quick 

response,” reported Brad Walton, Operations Manager of 
Midwest Mission.
Midwest Mission was beginning to see progress in replenishing 
their supply of cleaning bucket kits after 8,500 were sent out at 
the end of 2017 in response to the hurricanes. 
Last year, Midwest Mission did not send out flood buckets until 
April so the flood season is starting much earlier. The majority 
of Midwest Missions supplies come in as donations. Midwest 
Mission purchases the remainder of the needed supplies to 
make the cleaning kits. 
Midwest Mission is not allowed to have any debt so only buys 
products when funds are available. The kits at Midwest Mission 
are made 100 percent by volunteers that come from the local 
community and 22 states to stay on-site in the dormitory to 
build the seven different kits Midwest Mission makes or to work 
in the bike or sewing machine restoration, desk building shop 
(desks are made from recycled wooden bleachers) and sewing.
For more information you can visit our website www.
midwestmission.org or contact the Executive Director, Chantel 
Corrie at 217-483-7911, or chantel@midwestmission.org.

URBANA – It was a sunny, beautiful day March 10 but it 
paled in comparison to the bright, shining, and attentive faces 
of the more than 100 youth who participated in Mission Day 
at Cunningham Children’s Home.  

The Mission Day experience gives  participants the 
opportunity to learn what happens daily to help the vulnerable 
and hurting youth that Cunningham serves, the importance 
of faith for healing, the involvement of United Methodists 
in Cunningham’s mission, and how to put their prayers, 
presence, gifts, and service into action.

 “What a wonderful day we experienced,” said Pastor Sara 
Isbell of Chatham. “The staff really tells the Cunningham story so 
beautifully and effectively. The program of allowing kids to not 
only hear about, but participate in and contribute to the ministry 
of Cunningham is really powerful. We all learned so much.”

Cunningham’s Chaplain Gay Crede began the Mission 
Day activities by leading the group in prayer and with music 
provided by a choir consisting of Cunningham kids and staff. 
Then the group is divided into five segments and throughout 
the day, they rotate through five different programs including 
Cooperative Games, Spiritual Programming, Mission, 
Expressive Arts, and Drumming.

“My favorite part of the day was the music and interacting 
with everyone,” said 15-year-old Cole.  “I really liked when 
we learned about Music Therapy (Drumming) too. It felt like 
everyone was working together very well.  I also learned that 
just because someone is down doesn’t mean they don’t still 
have a chance in life. Cunningham is a great place for kids to 
get back on their feet.”

Cunningham’s Mission Day 2018 attracts more than 100 youth

NCJ Mission RoundUp 
slated for Aug. 9-12
WILLIAM’S BAY, Wis. – The North Central 
Jurisdiction’s Mission RoundUp for 2018 will be 
Aug. 9-12 at Wesley Woods Camp and Retreat 
Center in William’s Bay, Wis.
This year’s theme is Serving in Partnership 
throughout the Global Community. Workshop 
topics include: Transformational Youth Missions, 
Spiritual Growth in Missions, A Mission Journey, 
Discover…Mission: China, Social Justice Themes, 
Community Health and Disaster Response.
Registration will be available after Easter by visiting: 
www.umvimncj.org  

Participants are asked to bring school kit 
supplies to the RoundUp. A list of supplies can 
be found at: https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.
cloversites.com/80/80837caf-a705-4d62-aee1-
a467eb86c4af/documents/UMCORschool15.pdf 

Mission stories sought by 
Global Ministries
ATLANTA, Ga. – The General Board of Global 
Ministries has launched a new website, http://
methodistmission200.org in preparation for 
bicentennial conference at Emory University April 
8-10, 2019.
One of the features allows persons to share their 
mission stories on the website by visiting: http://
methodistmission200.org/mission-stories/submit-
your-story/ 

Historians or individuals with a mission 
background who want to submit papers or 
give workshops may make application at: 
http://methodistmission200.org/bicentennial-
conference/call-for-papers/

An application that allows individuals to pre-
register for the April 2019 conference is available 
online at:  http://methodistmission200.org/
bicentennial-conference/registration/ 
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2018 Annual Conference 
materials

PEORIA – The 2018 Annual Conference 
will be held June 7-9 at the Peoria Civic 
Center. Materials for attendees of the 2018 
Annual Conference are posted online.

The main Annual Conference page is 
located at: www.igrc.org/ac2018  

From the main page, pages for a variety 
of items will be located on the right-hand 
side menu. Those that are already live on the 
website include the following:

• www.igrc.org/ac2018hotels Hotel block 
listing for room reservations. Note that 
each hotel has a different deadline for 
making reservations so plan accordingly.

• www.igrc.org/ac2018letter Secretary's 
letter providing an overview for Annual 
Conference

• www.igrc.org/ac2018checklist Annual 
Conference Checklist listing dates and 
deadlines for the various aspects of 
annual conference.

Online registration goes live April 2 
and ends May 17 at: www.igrc.org/
ac2018registration 

Annual Conference Mission 
Fair on Friday evening

PEORIA – A Mission Fair designed 
to provide a dedicated time to generate 
awareness, enthusiasm and involvement of the 
mission and ministries, will be held on Friday 
evening during the 2018 Annual Conference.

All members of the Annual Conference 
will be encouraged to attend with ice cream 
bars and popcorn available for everyone.

A request is being made to every group 
that is requesting display space to have a 
representative present to answer questions 
and share ideas with attendees.

The Mission Fair is taking the place of the 
Annual Conference dinner this year.

New process for 
registration materials

PEORIA – All 2018 Conference 
Registration Material packets will be picked 
up ON SITE in the Registration Office in the 
Terrazo Lobby beginning Thursday, June 7 at 
7:30 a.m.

The change was made due to a large 
number of persons losing their materials after 
they were mailed. Persons will be able to park 
in the Civic Center parking lot without their 
permit on Thursday enabling them to pick up 
their materials onsite.

Online registration begins April 2 and 
ends May 17.

Conference News

Statham dismissed as McKendree men’s 
basketball coach

BY PAUL BLACK

LEBANON –  McKendree University Coach Harry 
Statham, who with 1,122 wins over a storied 52-
year career became the winningest men’s basketball 
coach among four-year colleges and universities, was 
dismissed from his post March 6.
McKendree Athletics Director Chuck Brueggemann 
announced March 6 that Statham, 80, will conclude 
his current appointment, which expires May 31. 
A national search for a new coach will begin 
immediately.
"For more than half a century, Harry has 
represented himself, his student-athletes 
and McKendree University with the utmost 
professionalism and class," Brueggemann said in a 
statement released by the university. "Harry built 
a winning culture by attracting talented student-
athletes who excelled on the basketball court and 
in the classroom. He also prepared them for life 
after basketball, as scores of his players have gone 
on to give back and teach the game and life lessons 
that Harry bestowed upon them.”
McKendree had extended Statham the opportunity 
to continue his current faculty appointment as 
assistant professor of physical education for the 
2018-19 academic year.
Statham, a popular figure with fans and alumni, said 
that he did not resign or retire. “I want to make that 
crystal clear,” Statham said in a Facebook post. 
Ironically, the college’s initial announcement of the 
coaching change has been taken down from both 
the school’s Facebook page as well as the Bearcats 

athletics page. While the post was live, numerous 
posts criticized the move.
Statham said he was given an ultimatum – to resign 
or retire in less than 24 hours or that the school 
was “going in a different direction.”
In a letter to Brueggemann and McKendree 
President James Dennis, Statham wrote, “I have 
built a program on integrity, academics, and success. 
We have won over 1120 games. Our program is 
superior in every area.”
Statham acknowledged that the 2017-18 season, 
in which the Bearcats finished 12-16 overall with a 
3-15 mark in the Great Lake Valley Conference. It 
is the sixth consecutive season where the Bearcats 
have finished below .500. The last winning season 
was the 2011-12 season when McKendree posted 
an 18-12 record – its last season in the National 
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics. Beginning 
with the 2012-13 season, McKendree became a 
Division II school in the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA).
“Our conference wins are admittedly sub-par, 
but three of our four top recruits missed a large 
portion of the conference season this year,” 
Statham said. “Several losses were very close and 
we defeated (nationally-ranked) Drury on the road 
early in the season.”
Statham said he also made some coaching decisions 
this year that wasn’t popular with several of his 
players. “It probably costs us some wins, but I would 
do the same thing again because it was the right 
thing to do. Sometimes, integrity is not popular with 
everyone.”
“If the only reason to go in another direction is not 
enough conference wins, I am very disappointed in 
that philosophy. Evidently, past successes and local/
national publicity for McKendree means nothing,” he 
said.
Statham finishes his career at McKendree with a 
record of 1,121-512, a winning percentage of 68.6 
percent, including 46 seasons above .500. It included 
40 NAIA post-season appearances, 15 berths in 
the NAIA national tournament, 12 conference 
championships, eight-time Conference Coach of the 
Year, 12-time NAIA-IBCA Coach of the Year and 
NAIA National Coach of the Year in 2001-02.
Brueggemann has said a national search will be 
conducted for Statham’s replacement. St. Louis area 
media and some McKendree fans’ Facebook posts 
have already speculated that Trenton native Paul 
Lusk, who was fired as head coach at Missouri State 
University March 2, as a possible successor.

NOMINATIONS SOUGHT FOR DENMAN, CARTWRIGHT AWARDS
SPRINGFIELD – Nomination forms are 

online for the Harry Denman Evangelism Award 
and the Peter Cartwright Lifetime Achievement 
Award, sponsored by the Conference Committee on 
Evangelism.

Denman Awards are awarded to clergy, laity and 
youth. The award is named for the late Dr. Harry 
Denman, distinguished lay evangelist, whom Dr. 
Billy Graham called “my mentor in evangelism.” 
The award is made possible by The Foundation 
for Evangelism, which was founded in 1949 by Dr. 
Denman. Dr. Denman felt it was the business of 

every Christian to be an evangelist. 
The Denman Evangelism Award honors an 

IGRC United Methodist lay, youth lay and clergy 
person who exhibits unusual and outstanding 
efforts for work in Christian evangelism by faithfully 
carrying out the mission of “making disciples of 
Jesus Christ.”

The Peter Cartwright Lifetime Evangelism 
Award of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference is 
awarded to someone who has exceptional leadership 
qualities to help our conference in making disciples 
of Jesus Christ. This person’s lifetime example 

challenges pastors and lay people to share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ with others. Where the 
Denman award is given for a period of work, the 
Peter Cartwright Lifetime Evangelism Award is 
given to a retired pastor who has reflected this work 
throughout their ministry career.

Nominations should be completed and returned 
no later than April 16 to Christy Blickensderfer by 
emailing the nomination packet to cblickensderfer@
igrc.org.

Read more and download the nomination forms 
by visiting: https://www.igrc.org/evangelismawards 
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Conference News

Disability Concerns committee focusing on autism
BY GRETCHEN SIDELL

SPRINGFIELD – The Conference Committee on 
Disability Concerns will be focusing on Autism 
Spectrum Disorder this year at Annual Conference 
and will be consider grants for churches seeking to 
be in ministry with individuals and their families.

ASD is one of the fastest growing disorders today. 
Autism is a developmental disorder characterized 
by difficulties with social interaction, verbal and 
nonverbal communication, as well as behaviors 
that are repetitive and that display a narrow focus 
of interest. One in 88 children are now being 
diagnosed with some degree of ASD. The cause of 
the spike in this disorder is yet to be determined. 

Awareness of ASD is critical in our churches. 
Parents of children with autism often feel 
uncomfortable and judged by others even in their 
churches. Church should be one place that is 
accepting of everyone. 

These parents need our support. Many parents 
affected by ASD are choosing to stay home, 
isolating themselves and their children rather than 
attending church services. We must remember to 
display grace in situations that make others feel 
awkward. We believe God has a purpose for each 

of us no matter our abilities/disabilities, age, or 
condition.  

There are two grant cycles in our yearly funding 
which is made possible by IGRC churches 
observing Disability Awareness Sunday. Your 
prayers and donations are needed and very 
much appreciated so that we can continue 
to provide funding to churches in the IGRC. 
Our current grant period ends July 31. Grant 
applications may be found online at: www.igrc.org/
disabilityawarenessgrants  

Purposes which can be addressed by this grant 
period include attitudinal accessibility programs 
such as: disability awareness workshops, curriculum 
evaluation, or disability inclusion seminars. Another 
is family/individual direct services outreach 
programs such as respite ministry for parents 
of children with special needs, shopping/medical 
appointment transportation, and workshops on 
things like estate planning and special needs trusts. 

Some ideas for the use of grants to benefit children 
and adults with ASD are as follows:

• creating a hospitable church environment by 
providing a quiet space for retreat to alleviate 
overwhelming sensory input;

• acquiring special equipment such as picture 
boards that help combat anxiety;

• providing awareness and training for staff and 
helpers;

• hiring a professional aide familiar to the person 
with ASD who can help and/or train mentors/
buddies. The Buddy System would enable 
children with ASD to be integrated into church 
activities;

• giving parents of children with ASD a time to 
connect with one another and enjoy fellowship 
with other Christians;

• obtaining curriculum from resources such 
as www.autismspeaks.org or Friendship 
Ministries;

• making available Barbara Newman's book, 
Autism and Your Church: Nurturing the 
Spiritual Growth of People with ASD.

Thank you for all the thoughts, prayers, and 
donations to our committee. It is so pleasing to be 
able to offer grants to help the disability concerns 
of the IGRC churches. 

CELEBRATE MINISTRY. SHARE 
IDEAS. CONNECT TO BE BETTER. 
BY AMY SHREVE
IGRC Coordinator of Higher Education, 
Campus and Young Adult Ministries

SPRINGFIELD –  The Board of Higher 
Education and Campus Ministry (BHECM) 
met with staff, students, and local board 
representatives from our Wesley Foundations 
Feb. 24 for an annual assessment. 
Throughout the afternoon, there were smiles, 
laughter, and encouragement as we asked: 
Are campus ministries creating disciples and 
connecting them to ministry beyond the 
church?  What tools and resources does 
BHECM need to provide? and Are Wesley 
Foundations financially responsible?
This is what we heard:

• “I came for the pianos, and stayed for the 
people.”

•  “Belong, believe, become. Merge at ISU 
creates a space for students to belong, 
helps them determine what they believe 
and discover who God is calling them to 
become.”

• “Mark has a way of yanking your gifts out 
of you.”

• “Our conversations have gone from 
‘what am I doing here’ to ‘how is this 
relating to my faith?’ and through those 
conversations I look a little deeper to 
how can I move forward with these gifts 
and this support and do something of 
value and feel confident. The Wesley 
Student Center has gone from a place to 

vent to a place where we create action 
and do something.”

In 2017, 51 students from our five Wesley 
Foundations are in process of earning 
ministry credentials and/or serving in paid 
full-time ministry. 499 students have attended 
worship at a Wesley Foundation. 183 students 
are involved in small groups. And Wesley 
Foundations have raised $488,000 through 
grants and individual donations to support 
student ministries. 
Campus ministers at our Wesley Foundations 
reach students with the love of Christ in a 
climate that is often hostile to Christians. 
Young people develop their gifts by leading 
small groups, planning worship, coordinating 
mission trips, beginning ESL classes, and 
packing 3 million meals.  
You are invited to contact a Wesley 
Foundation near you and learn ways to 
connect with young people. You are invited 
to bring your young people to connect 
with faith-filled college students at a Wesley 
Foundation.  Think about an overnight trip 
with a service component at Baby Fold 
near Illinois State University, Cunningham 
Children’s Home near University of 
Illinois , or Chaddock near Western Illinois 
University. Find contact information at www.
wesleyfoundationsofillinois.org or follow 
the weekly happenings on Facebook, search 
IGRCCollegeStudentMinistries.
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Sustaining Love’s
 Embracing ARMS

Jensen Woods closes
SPRINGFIELD – The IGRC Board of 

Trustees  closed with St. Louis developer 
Brick by Brick Farms, LLC on the Jensen 
Woods Camp property March 20.

Brick by Brick paid $1.7 million cash 
for the 550 acres and requested the closing 
be moved up from April 27 to March 20 in 

order to prepare the farm acreage for spring 
planting. 

IGRC Camping was able to remove 
equipment that will be used at East Bay 
and Little Grassy camps. Brick by Brick is 
planning on naming the grounds Jensen 
Woods Farm.

Registration open for Bishop’s Open 2018
CHATHAM – The 2018 Bishop’s  

Open will be on Friday, May 11, at 
the Piper Glen Golf Course Club near 
Chatham. Festivities begin at 11 a.m. with 
lunch followed by a shotgun start at noon. 
Dinner will follow the completion of the 
golf outing.

Single registrations as well as 
foursomes can be registered online at 

www.igrc.org/bishopsopen2018.
All proceeds of the outing will be for 

the Our Conference, Our Kids campaign 
to endow spiritual life programs at each 
of the five conference agencies dealing 
with children and youth -- The Baby Fold, 
Chaddock, Cunningham Home, Lessie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood House and the 
United Methodist Children's Home.
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Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund 

www.pasbf.org 
217-529-3221

DEVELOPMENT
We are present at many events and 
maintain a website to again keep 
retirees informed and to remind 

you that we are 100% donation and 
investment driven. The needs have 
only increased and we must keep 
pace to continue to serve those 

who have served us.

CONNECTIONS
Fellowship groups 

all over the 
conference 

help keep retirees 
connected and 

informed as well as 
special events.

ADVOCACY
We advocate for retirees 

andspouses on issues 
related tothe conference 
and impacts on standard 
of living. We assist with 

Med D reviews 
every October.

RESOURCES
We offer pulpit supply, 
fundraising education, 

financial and estate planning, 
seminars, for active clergy

 as well as retired. 
We do all we can to 
make the transition 

into retirement 
go smoothly.

FINANCIAL
We pay for the Medicare 

Supplement Plan and 
are ready to provide benefit 

funds to get through 
prescription drug “donut” 
holes. Low-interest dental 

or hearing loans are
 also available.

PASTORAL CARE
We seek to assist and 

provide pastoral care to all 
our retirees and spouses. 

This is especially true in times 
of illness or a death. 

We present the grave 
marker medallion at 

a Clergy funeral.

Our Unique       
   Ministry


