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Africa University Scholarship campaign launches 
with $1 million goal in two years’ time

making 
dreams 
possible

Our Bridge To The Future
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Correction
Vandalia First UMC was inadvertently omitted from the list of 
Five-Star Mission Churches that were listed in the July issue of The 
Current.

Vandalia First is one of 10 churches in the Embarras River District 
and one of 88 in the IGRC that earned the distinction during 2013.

NEWS
 From The Episcopal Office
  Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

2015 Holy Land Pilgrimage 
dates announced
Bishop Jonathan Keaton has announced that the 2015 Holy Land 
Pilgrimage will be Feb. 10-19.

Cost for the trip is $3,196 from St. Louis, Chicago or Indianapolis.  

To learn about the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 2015 Bishop’s 
Holy Land Pilgrimage visit the EO website at: www.EO.travel/
find_trip (there is an underscore between find and trip).  The 
Tour is HL15 and the Code is 021015K. 

Deaths 
Retired pastor, the Rev. Mervin R. Burroughs, 81, died June 
17 in Mt. Carmel.

He served as a local pastor for Allendale and St. Francisville UMCs 
after retiring from the General Baptist Church. He then retired 
from service in The United Methodist Church in 1998.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Margaret Ann Burroughs, 
403 Cherry Hill Drive, Mt. Carmel, IL 62863.

Mervin was also the brother of retired pastor and District Super-
intendent, Donald Burroughs, 14 Culpepper Ct., Edwardsville, IL  
62025-3205.

A full obituary may be found at: http://short-cunninghamfh.
com/obituaries/reverend-mervin-r-burroughs 

Norma Jean Reimer, 81, widow of the Rev. Elmer E. Reimer, 
died June 16 in Warrensburg, Mo. 

Together they served Loami, Buffalo and Mechanicsburg in the 
former Central Illinois Conference. He retired in 1981 and died in 
1991.

Condolences may be sent to a niece, Karen Homoly, 115 Fairview 
Ave, Warrensburg, MO 64093-2601.

A full obituary may be found at http://www.legacy.com/obit-
uaries/sj-r/obituary.aspx?pid=171418349  and messages 
for the family may be posted on-line there.

Della Marie Yates, 99, widow of the Rev. Earl U. Yates, died 
June 14 in Lawrenceville.

Together, they served local churches in the former Southern 
Illinois Conference. He was the superintendent of the Carbondale 
District from 1935-41 and also the Executive Secretary of the 
Conference Board of Pensions in the late 50’s. They retired from 
Greenville First in 1961. Rev. Yates died in 1965.

A full obituary may be found at the website address below and 
messages for the family may be left there online: http://www.
cunninghamfuneralhomes.com/fh/obituaries/tributes.
cfm?o_id=2569964&fh_id=13833

Former Sangamon River District Lay Leader Ora Mae 
Goodrich died June 16 in Springfield. Goodrich served as 
District Lay Leader for many years and was a long-time member 
of Springfield Wesley (now Northside) UMC.

Her brother, Orville “Bud” McCafferty of Rochester is a District Lay 
Servant and her niece is Rev. Kathy McCafferty.   The full obituary 
is online at www.bischandsonfuneralhome.com 

Ruth Evelyn Mann, 82, the wife of retired pastor Charles W. 
Mann, died April 28, 2014, in Machensney Park.

She and her husband served local churches in the Missouri East 
and former Central Illinois Conferences, retiring from Galesburg 
First UMC in 1992.

Condolences may be sent to the Rev. Charles W. Mann, 6115 
Weathervane Ln, Machesney Park, IL 61115-1974

A full obituary may be found at the website listed below:  
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/rrstar/obituary.
aspx?n=Ruth-Mann&pid=170901775

Kingdom dreams continue to unfold
(Editor’s note: Bishop Jonathan Keaton is currently on renewal 
leave. He has asked his Executive Assistant, Rev. Janice 
Griffith to write this month’s column for The Current.)

The occasion of infant baptism always 
invokes Kingdom dreams.  During the 2014 
Service of Ordination and Commissioning, 
Bishop Keaton baptized Harper Jane Krost. 
My heart was strangely warmed as I watched 
Harper’s father carry her through the con-
gregation as the soloist sang of God’s love 

for this precious child. We were all reminded again of the 
resurrection hope that is ours through Jesus Christ. I began 
to imagine all the ways that God would touch Harper’s life 
and bring her to maturity in Christ as one who helps build 
the Kingdom of God. 

All those standing on the stage to be commissioned or 
ordained as clergy had also once been brought for baptism 
and were now living into the Kingdom dreams that were 
made possible as they were claimed as children of God 
and nurtured in the faith.  Harper’s father, Todd Krost, 
was among them. I wondered how God will work through 
Harper to dream Kingdom dreams and to transform the 
world. I wondered how God will work through those newly-
commissioned and ordained clergy to dream Kingdom 
dreams and transform the world.

Dreaming Kingdom dreams is certainly not a new phe-
nomenon. The churches across Illinois have baptized count-
less Kingdom dreamers across the years. Back in 1842, a son 
was born to Michael and Nancy Hartzell in a farmhouse at 
Moline.  The Hartzells brought little Joseph before God and 
the members of the Methodist Society for the sacrament 
of Holy Baptism.  Little did they know that Joseph Crane 
Hartzell would not only dream Kingdom dreams but that 
he would help bring to reality the dreams of many precious 
children of God. Even more, he would set the stage for 
Kingdom dreams to continue to blossom over the course of 
centuries to come.

Michael and Nancy Hartzell were ardent Methodists 
so it is not surprising that Joseph decided to pursue a call 
to ministry at a very young age. He graduated from Illinois 
Wesleyan University in 1862. After graduation from Garrett 
Biblical Institute, he was ordained in the Central Illinois 
Conference in 1866 and received his first appointment in 
Pekin.  In 1870, he transferred to the Louisiana Confer-
ence where he was appointed to one of the largest churches 
in New Orleans, Ames Chapel (later known as St. Charles 
Street M.E. Church).  In the aftermath of the Civil War, 
Joseph Crane Hartzell would soon become a well-known 
leader when his church advertised “free seating” – that is, 
seating no longer segregated by race. It is said that people 
were drawn to the church simply to experience the mixture 
of humanity seated together in the pews worshipping in 
unity as the people of God. 

In 1873, Hartzell was appointed superintendent in 
the Louisiana Conference. For the next nine years, he gave 
direction to the evangelistic and educational work of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church during an important segment 
of the reconstruction era in the South. He later accepted an 
appointment to the Freedman’s Aid Society which played a 
key role in establishing more than 50 schools in the South 
that were open to all men, women and children.  While 
there, Hartzell continued to exert his influence in favor of 
the newly-freed slaves as well as the rights of free blacks. 

At the General Conference of 1896, Joseph Crane 
Hartzell was elected Missionary Bishop to Africa where he 
served for 20 years prior to his retirement in 1916.  Some 
have said that he did his greatest work there in Africa as he 
laid the foundations of Methodism’s development across the 
continent.

Of timely importance to us in Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference is one specific Kingdom dream: In 1898, Bishop 
Joseph Hartzell stood on Chiremba Mountain above Old 
Mutare, Zimbabwe. At that time, it was called Old Umtali 
in rural Rhodesia.  Looking down into the valley below, he 
envisioned hundreds of African young people with books in 
their hands, running to school.  And he prayed to God dedi-
cating that valley to the spread of the Gospel and to building 
the Kingdom of God.

Bishop Hartzell shared this dream with Cecil Rhodes, 
an executive of the British South Africa Company which 
owned the land. Hartzell successfully obtained the buildings 
at Old Umtali and a large tract of land for use as a mission 
station. Among the first institutions to be established at Old 
Umtali Mission were 
a primary school and 
an "industrial" school. 
Hartzell High School 
followed. And, Africa 
University would come 
nearly a century later.  It 
is the latest educational 
offering in fulfillment of 
Bishop Hartzell's King-
dom dream.

The amazing work 
of God through the 
Kingdom dreams of the 
baptized is exemplified 
through the life of Bishop Joseph Hartzell who claimed 
a vision for the valley below Chiremba Mountain. It has 
spanned hundreds of thousands of miles, more than a cen-
tury of years, and countless lives.  And, what about the many 
people who have been inspired by the life and leadership of 
Bishop Joseph Hartzell?  These baptized Kingdom dreamers 
have multiplied the fruitfulness of this dream through their 
own vision, commitment, and gifts – people whose names 
are too numerous to mention.

Who could have guessed all this was possible as one tiny 
infant boy was baptized back in the 1840’s?   Yet, ultimately, 
it wasn’t about Joseph Hartzell at all, but about God who 
claimed Joseph’s life for making disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world and for Kingdom dreaming.

Today, more than 5,000 Kingdom dreamers have gradu-
ated from Africa University. They are making disciples and 
transforming the world. These graduates are doctors and 
nurses, engineers and teachers, social workers and govern-
ment leaders. Through them, Kingdom dreams are becom-
ing reality.

During Annual Conference, we officially inaugu-
rated the Making Dreams Possible Campaign to create an 
endowed scholarship fund for students at Africa Univer-
sity. We, the baptized from across the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference, have pledged to share in the Kingdom dreams 
of God’s children across the continent of Africa, not just for 
a few years but for generations to come. I’m already praying 
about how much I’ll contribute.  I already know that one 
way I’ll contribute is to make a gift in honor of each “King-
dom dreamer” whose baptism I witness between now and 
when we reach our goal.  

Harper, that means my first gift is in honor of you!  
Dream on, Harper, dream on!   It’s never too early to help a 
child of God make a difference for the Kingdom!  

Janice Griffith

ON THE COVER: 
Images from the 20th Anniversary celebration of 
Africa University 

 Photos by Kaitlyn Conrad
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With Church Mutual, you get more 
than just insurance. You get your 
questions answered by industry 
experts — quickly and easily.

That’s because insurance specialists, like Brad Barton, 
are ready to help. Brad takes about 6,000 calls from 
worship centers every year. Chances are, he’s heard 
your question before — and can answer it right away. 
In fact, on average, calls to our National Customer 
Service Center have a 13.7 second response time, 
twice as fast as the industry average.* By focusing on 
the needs of religious organizations day in and day 
out, we have the unique expertise to put your mind 
at ease. Isn’t that the kind of experience you’d like 
on your side?

Church Mutual is the recommended property 
and liability insurance company of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference.

To learn more, call us at 
(800) 554-2642 or visit 
www.churchmutual.com.
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*  13.7 seconds average response time for calls to 
our National Customer Service Center in 2013.
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Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference, Bishop 
Jonathan D. Keaton appoints the following:

David Ducommon to Neponset-Wyoming, Illinois 
River District, effective July 1.

Eugene Creek, retired local pastor to Chrisman, 
½ time, and to Hume, less than ¼ time, Embarras 
River District, effective July 1. These are two separate 
appointments.

Linda Harrod, full deacon, to Springfield Woodside, 
Sangamon River District, ¼ time, effective July 1.

Robert Baker, retired elder to co-pastor, Argenta-
Warrensburg, Sangamon River District,  ½ time, 
effective July 1.

Kenneth Miller, retired elder to Kedron, Embarras 
River District, ¼ time, effective July 1. He will also 
continue to serve West Liberty, Embarras River District 
as well.

Nancy Ribes to Staunton, Mississippi River District, 
½ time, effective July 1.

Andrew Hopp to RiversEdge, Illinois River District, 
effective July 1.

Kristi Hopp to Hennepin-Magnolia-McNabb, ¾ 
time, Vermilion River District and to Associate Pastor, 
RiversEdge, ¼ time, Illinois River District, effective July 
1.  These are two separate appointments. 

Gary Mosimann, retired elder,  to Cahokia Park, 
Mississippi River District, ¼ time, effective July 13.

Thomas Brewer, retired elder, to Mt. Olive-Sorento, 
Mississippi River District, ½ time, effective July 1.

Deborah Pollex to extension ministry, Spiritual Life 
Director, United Methodist Children’s Home, effective 
July 1.

Steve Hartman, retired elder, to Viola-Preemption, 
Spoon River District, effective July 1.

Michael D. Rayson to Granite City Nameoki, Missis-
sippi River District, effective July 1.

Linda A. Richard to Granite City Dewey Ave.-Good 
Shepherd, ½ time, and to Wanda, ½ time, Mississippi 
River District, effective July 1. This appointment is two 
½ time appointments.

Linda Harris-Cosby to East St. Louis Trinity, ½ time, 
and to Granite City Niedringhaus, ½ time, Mississippi 
River District, effective July 1. This appointment is two 
½ time appointments.

Joseph J. Richard to Bethalto, Mississippi River 
District, effective July 1.

Thomas J. Logsdon to IGRC Director of Connec-
tional Ministries, effective July 1.

Guy Keysear, retired associate member to Saybrook 
Wesbein, Vermilion River District, ½ time, effective 
July 1.

Mary McQuilken, to Associate Pastor, Ellsworth-
Cropsey-Colfax-Pleasant Grove , Vermilion River 
District, ½ time, effective July 1. This is her first IGRC 
appointment and a new charge alignment. 

Curtis Flake to Catlin, Iroquois River District, effec-
tive July 1.

Dan P. Harry to Caseyville, Mississippi River District, 
effective July 1.

John R. Kirkham, Other Denomination Member, to 

Littleton UMC, LaMoine River District, ¼ time, effective 
July 1. This is his first IGRC appointment and is a charge 
realignment.

Steve Livengood to Albion-Bethel, Kaskaskia River 
District, effective July 1.

Robert E. Sabo, Sr., retired elder,  to Carrollton-
Christ, LaMoine River District,  ¾ time, effective July 1.

Chuck Trent, retired elder, to Charleston Otterbein, 
Embarras River District, ¾ time, effective July 1.

Gifty Smith to Lead Pastor, Ellsworth-Cropsey-
Colfax-Pleasant Grove, ¾ time, effective July 1. This is 
also a charge realignment.

Change in status
Edward Wojnar, retired local pastor to Altamont 
Circuit, Embarras River District, ¼ time, effective July 1.

David Estep to Medical Leave, effective July 1.

John O’Dell, discontinuation of retired clergy supply 
not appointed, effective June 30.

Roger Kilzer, discontinuation of part-time local 
pastor supply not appointed, effective June 30.

Howard Sallee, discontinuation of retired associate 
clergy supply not appointed, effective June 30.

Gary Mosimann, discontinuation of supply not 
appointed position, effective June 30.

Doug Pascoe, discontinuation of supply not ap-
pointed position, effective June 30.

Supply not appointed
Deborah Rhodes to Norris-Providence Chapel, Il-
linois River District, ¼ time, effective July 1. This is her 
first supply arrangement in the IGRC.

Linda Trent to Fourth Street-Wesley Chapel, Embar-
ras River District, ½ time, effective July 1.

Melody Forcum to Humboldt, Embarras River 
District, ¼ time, effective July 1. This is her first supply 
arrangement in the IGRC.

Chuck Cunningham to Willow Hill, Embarras River 
District, ¼ time, effective July 1. This is his first supply 
arrangement in the IGRC.

Mindy Tucker to Milford-Stockland, Iroquois River 
District, ¼ time, effective  July 1. This is her first supply 
arrangement in the IGRC.

Dan Arbogast to Windsor, Embarras River District, 
¼ time, effective July 1. This is his first supply arrange-
ment in the IGRC.

Roger Czaia to Rosedale, LaMoine River District, ¼ 
time, effective July 1. This is his first supply arrange-
ment in the IGRC and is also a charge realignment.

Adam Hosmer to Bethel-Grafton-Kane, LaMoine 
River District, ¼ time, effective July 1. This is a charge 
realignment adding Grafton to the Bethel-Kane 
charge. 

Thaddeus Galloway to Big Prairie-Maunie-Con-
cord, Cache River District, ¼ time effective July 1. This 
is his first supply arrangement in the IGRC.

Paul Jacob to Crab Orchard, Cache River District, ¼ 
time, effective July 1. This is his first supply arrange-
ment in the IGRC.

Gail Meyers, certified lay minister to Pleasant Grove, 
Iroquois River District, less than ¼ time, effective July 
1. This is her first supply position in the IGRC.

Jennifer Fielden, co-pastor, Argenta-Warrensburg, 
½ time, Sangamon River District, effective July 1.

College of Christian Life Aug. 11-13
The College of Christian Life will be Aug. 11-
13 at the Embassy Suites in East Peoria.

Dr. Lawson Stone, professor of Old Testa-
ment at Asbury Theological Seminary, will be 
speaking on Profiles on Leadership from the 
Book of Judges.

Detailed information on the event and the 
various presentations can be found at the 
College of Christian Life registration site at: 
www.igrc.org/ccl2014. 

Ethnic Clergy Retreat
The IGRC Commission on Religion and Race 
will host an Ethnic Clergy Retreat Aug. 22-23 
at the Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in 
Belleville.  Registration deadline is Aug. 8.

Register online by visiting: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/EthnicClergyRetreat

GBOD webinars for church leaders
The General Board of Discipleship hosts a 
variety of webinars for local church leaders. 
Find the current list of webinars available 

for July to September 2014 by visiting www.
gbod.org/webinars.  

Church conflict training
The Lombard Mennonite Peace Center is 
sponsoring a workshop on church conflict 
Aug. 4-8 at St. Mark's Episcopal Church, 393 
N. Main in Glen Ellyn.

The Mediation Skills Training Institute for 
Church Leaders provides 32 hours of train-
ing, which is useful for judicatory leaders, 
clergy, pastors in interim/transitional min-
istry, lay leaders -- anyone who works with 
people!

This event serves as a continuing education 
opportunity, as well as honing mediation 
and conflict resolution skills. Tuition is $795.

For more information about this training and 
others offered by the Lombard Mennonite 
Peace Center, visit their website at:  www.
lmpeacecenter.org.

Lessie Bates Davis 
Bookbag Giveaway
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House, 
in cooperation with Catholic Urban Pro-
grams, will host the Sixth Annual Bookbag 
Giveaway on Saturday, Aug. 9, at the Family 
Development Center on State Street, next to 
the East St. Louis School District 189 offices.

The Back to School Event will feature all of 
the following at no charge:

•  Bookbags and school supplies
•  Medical and dental professionals 

providing back-to-school physicals and 

dental checkups
•  District 189 representatives to help par-

ents complete school registration
•  Stylists offering haircuts

For more information, visit: http://www.igrc.
org/newsdetail/120034.

RoundUP and Rx Consultation 
The North Central Jurisdiction Volunteers 
in Mission are finalizing plans for the 2014 
RoundUP + Rx Consulation Aug. 8-10 at 
Epworth Forest Camp and Retreat Center in 
North Webster, Ind. (midway between Fort 
Wayne and South Bend, Ind.)

Denise Honeycutt, Deputy General Secretary 
for UMCOR will be the Saturday keynote 
speaker. The lineup includes other speakers, 
missionaries and workshop leaders.

Information on this major UMVIM event 
including schedule, workshops and registra-
tion can be found by visiting: http://events.
r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oe
idk=a07e96fbo4e5eddc012&llr=rpqrezcab 

Ignition Conference Oct. 24-25
The Ignition Middle School Conference for 
students sixth through eighth grades will be 
Oct. 24-25 at the Troy UMC.

Ignition is a ministry of Harvest Ministry Team.

Speaker for the event is Mike Womer with 
Tim Price and the Harvest Praise Band pro-
viding worship music.

More information and downloadable forms 
can be found on the Ignition Conference 
website at: www.ignitionconference.org. 
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Remembering who we are
BY DAN DICK

One of the things I love about the church is 
that you never know what kind of impact 
you’re going to make on the lives of those 
around you.  At a very simple level, the church 
offers an opportunity to do good and, at the 
very least, do no harm.  

In my experience, very few people use the 
church as an opportunity to make the world a worse place 
(though, sometimes this is what happens).  Those who desire 
to see the fruit of the Spirit emerge from their hearts, minds 
and spirits find in the church a wonderful fertile field for doing 
good and doing well.  Who doesn’t wish to bring more love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control into their family, community, relationships and 
world?  Yet, sometimes we dishonor the very people who strive 
so hard to do good and do no harm.

I received this humbling and flattering note from a young 
person I have the joy of working with:

“I am writing for a simple reason: to thank you.  You don’t 
even know what I am thanking you for, but in the past three 
meetings we’ve been to, you have treated me with respect 
and you have gone out of your way to include me and listen 
to me.  Also, you do not make me feel inferior as a laity.  All my 
life people ask me if I have considered becoming a minister.  It 
always makes me feel like what I do isn’t ministry when people 
ask me that.  You see me as a minister, and you don’t look down 
on me because I am not ordained.  It is hard for me.  I am a 
young person, I am of Mexican descent, I am female, and I am 
laity.  I cannot tell you how often I am dismissed for one or all 
these things.  You respect me and you make me proud of who I 
am.  That is why I am writing to thank you.”

I am not meaning this as a “look how cool I am,” but I will admit 
it pleases me to be recognized as such.  On the other hand, 
what have I done that is so special?  All I do is let people be 
who they are and encourage them to share what they have.  
Nothing more than a little respect and civility.

I was stunned the other day by a comment made by a 
pastor who vehemently disagrees with me — on just about 
everything.  He launched an insult at me that I took to be the 
highest form of complement:  “Your problem is that you think 
you see Christ in everyone.  Wake up.  There are people without 
one ounce of Christ in them.”  

I agree that there are people who do not display much Christ-

like behavior — inside as well as outside the church — but I 
don’t think that means the potential isn’t there.  I do look for 
the Christ in others, and when I don’t see it, I remind myself 
of all the times others must struggle to see it in me.  I believe 
that every human being on earth is made in the image of 
God.  I believe that all of us are designed as matrices of infinite 
potential for good, for grace, for hope, and for creativity.  Sadly, 
we rarely live up to this potential, but this in no way means it 
isn’t there.  We certainly waste a lot of time and energy denying 
the good and holy that God places in us, but that says more 
about us than God.

The facts that I am “saved” or “born again” have less to do with 
my worthiness than my willingness.  I am not better than 
anyone else because of my faith; I am merely more fortunate 
than those who haven’t received it.  I have no authority to 
compare my sanctity with anyone else — that is a clear sign 
that I am NOT living in the grace of God.  Judging others 
may be fun, but it is anything but faithful.  It isn’t my place to 
evaluate and critique how well others are living their faith.  My 
task is to live my own faith with as much integrity as possible.  
And to celebrate the Christian faith I experience in others.

The whole clergy/laity division is silly and somewhat 
destructive.  Christ is the head of the body, not the ordained 
clergy.  Ordained leaders are gifted parts of the body of Christ 
just as every lay person is.  The Greek concept of the laos — 
the WHOLE people of God — makes a lot more sense, and 
is a much more accurate description of what it means to be 
“church.”  

A professionalized elite does little beyond causing problems 
in the system.  Why do we have a sub-class desiring to be the 
modern-day scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees?  Most of the 
truly transformative ministry I see done day-to-day doesn’t 
happen in our church buildings, but out in the “real” world.

We may be teaching the wrong things in our Sunday school 
classes.  Instead of topical studies and superficial Bible-babble, 
perhaps we should offer classes in humility, forgiveness, self-
control, mercy, generosity and loving-kindness?  Instead of 
impressing through our scholarship, possibly we could nourish 
a starving world with the fruit of God’s Spirit.  Hey, that might 
even give us a good reason to stick together and work to create 
something fine instead of destroy what we’ve been given.

(Reprinted from Dan Dick’s blog, United Methodeviations, http://
doroteos2.com. Rev. Dan Dick is the director of connectional 
ministries for the Wisconsin Annual Conference and a former staff 
member of the General Board of Discipleship.)

Anita Bedell an inspiration
Editor, The Current:

Thank you for the article on Anita Bedell (The Church Lady, 
June 2014 Current). Her faithfulness in fighting drugs, 
gambling and alcohol is outstanding and should be a 
guide for all Christians. She has stood for what is right and 
correct rather than what the crowd or the average person 
does. Politicians are prone to change their minds trying to 
bring in more money, but so often new laws will backfire 
and create new problems.

Anita is an inspiration in Springfield where it seems our 
lawmakers constantly change with the wind.  May our 
ministers and United Methodist Christians be as dedi-
cated as she is. God bless her work!

Norma Wedekind
Raymond

Annual conference report 'well done'
Editor, The Current:

A reflection on church-wide annual conference reports, 
which are posted as received at umc.org for the denomi-
nation. 

First, Bravo Zulu (a naval term meaning “well done”) to 
Paul Black and his team for a prompt, clear posting of the 
summary of our Annual Conference events and decisions. 

Second, I am intrigued by the growing number of reports 
from other annual conferences that totally omit statisti-
cal data on membership (increase or decline), as well as 
how slow some conferences are to post anything to the 
general church.

New England in past years takes two to three months to 
post something. Just observing...

Bob Phillips
Clergy, Peoria First UMC
Illinois River District 

(Editor’s note: The annual conference report to which Rev. 
Phillips refers can be found on the IGRC website at: http://
www.igrc.org/newsdetail/124829)

NEWS Christian Conversations

          BOOK REVIEW: 
For the Sake of the Bride: Restoring the Church to Her Intended Beauty
BY REV. DAN JOHNSON

Frustrated and broken-hearted over the 
acrimonious debates and shouting matches 
in our beloved United Methodist Church 
regarding the one issue of homosexuality, Dr. 
Steve Harper felt compelled to write For the 
Sake of the Bride: Restoring the Church to Her 
Intended Beauty -- compelled by the love of Christ.  And, this 
spirit of love and grace pervades the book.

I have known Steve Harper for more than 40 years, and 
we have been "soul friends" for at least 20.  I know his heart.  
I have seen the fruit of his ministry in the lives of scores, no, 
hundreds, of seminary students who have been shaped more 
fully into the likeness of Christ because of Steve's teaching 
and living.  He lives and writes out of a deep sense of prayer.

In For the Sake of the Bride, Steve takes us with him on 
his journey through Scripture, our Wesleyan tradition and 
to the wisdom of his (and, for many of us, our) mentor, E. 
Stanley Jones.

Jones, a 20th century Methodist Christian missionary in 
India, used “Round Table” conferences where people from 
various religions and viewpoints were brought together not 
to discuss creeds or to argue positions, but to share what they 
had learned of God through personal experience.  The objec-
tive was for participants to listen to one another in mutual 
respect, while being prepared to be open about what God 
meant to them personally.*

Looking for a way forward through the strident impasse 
that blocks the vision of so many on this one issue, Steve cen-
ters his reflections on the Round Table approach that helped 
"Brother Stanley" in his mission work in India.

Journeying with E. Stanley’s approach, Steve's book is an 
attempt to restore "Christlikeness to the Center" of every-
thing--particularly the discussions around the topic of homo-

sexuality--rather than various sides or factions or camps or 
culturally accommodated expressions of Christianity.

We come to the Round Table with faith, hope and love; 
faith that God is with us, hope that God will lead us to a bet-
ter place together, and love that treats each one at the table 
with respect, grace and love.

And, meeting at the Round Table is done with the highest 
integrity and respect for each other and each other’s point of 
view.  Each must be given the courtesy of being taken seri-
ously, which Steve, indeed, does.

So, now, having "set the table," Steve invites us to engage 
in a Round Table discussion of seven questions, all related to 
homosexuality and the Church.  Steve is courageous enough-
-and respectful enough--to state where he currently stands. 
This is vitally important for the Round Table approach to 
have validity: one must share openly a "current standing" in 
order to be truly open to the best presentations of the others 
at the table.  Steve does this with grace; my prayer is that all 
the rest of us will, as well.

The seven key questions Steve raises in For the Sake of 
the Bride are THE questions of our day:

•  Is homosexuality a sin?
•  Can two people who are homosexual fall in love the 

same way that two people who are heterosexual do?
•  Can there be such a thing as gay 'marriage'?
•  Has the Christian church ever condoned homosexual 

marriage?
•  Should clergy be allowed to perform same-sex mar-

riages?
•  What about ordaining homosexuals to be clergy?
•  How are we to deal with the consequences of a North 

American decision in other countries and cultures?
The reader may or may not agree with where Steve comes 

down on any or all of the questions, but that probably isn't 

the point.  The 
point is that the 
reader stays at the 
table, continues 
in respectful 
conversation 
with Steve and 
others, praying 
and trusting that 
God will lead us all--together, in the 
spirit of unity--to a way forward; and, just possibly, yes, even 
miraculously, to demonstrate to the world that the Church, 
after all, can function differently--in the most excellent way--
than the world.

The temptation will be, especially with an issue as highly 
charged as homosexuality, to agree or disagree with Steve's 
position. Then, if one disagrees, to criticize or even vilify 
Steve, which is far easier than doing the hard work of staying 
at the table.

With Steve, I believe that schism and "amiable separa-
tion" are not of God, that unity is near to the heart of Jesus 
(John 17).  Steve's book is a giant step forward in meeting at 
the Round Table and helping our United Methodist Church 
find a way to sustain the Spirit of Unity by living the Way of 
Love.

* Courtesy of E. Stanley Jones Foundation, www.estan-
leyjonesfoundation.com. 

(Rev. Dan Johnson is the senior pastor at Trinity UMC in 
Gainesville, Fla. Reprinted from the July 7 issue of the Florida 
Connection. Dr. Steve Harper is a retired seminary professor 
who taught in the disciplines of Spiritual Formation and Wes-
ley Studies at Asbury Theological Seminary in Orlando, Fla., 
and is a clergy member of the Florida Annual Conference)

God will lead us all--together, in the 
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BY BECKY MALKOVICH
The Southern

CHRISTOPHER — Marvin Teel, whose work ethic and zest 
for life delighted those who knew him, died June 21 at age 
90.

Teel was a well-known figure in Franklin County, where he 
was a rural mail carrier for 45 years. In more recent years, he 
was perhaps better known as a prolific letter to the editor 
writer, his words frequently appearing in The Southern Illi-
noisan, and as a paper carrier for The Benton Evening News.

Teel delivered 40 papers on his three-mile route through 
the streets of Christopher, come heat and humidity, snow 
or storm, on his antique Schwinn bicycle.

In an interview with The Southern Illinoisan last year, Teel 
argued his five-day-a-week route earned him the title of 

“World’s Oldest Paperboy,” given his closest competitor, a 
93-year-old California man, delivered the news only once 
a week.

Teel, who would have celebrated his 91st birthday July 23, 
continued delivering until he was admitted to the hospital 
two weeks ago, his daughter Sherry Bullock of Du Quoin 
said.

“He was feeling sick and we wanted to take him to the 
emergency room but he wouldn’t go until he got the news-
papers delivered. So even the day he went into the hos-
pital, he delivered,” she said. “He had a real work ethic. He 
believed if you said you were going to do something, you 
did it.”

Teel, a World War II veteran, was a graduate of SIU, where he 
studied physics, chemistry and math. He had brief early ca-

reers, teaching at Christopher High School and as a chemist 
for Sangamo Co.

He also did television repair and antenna work for decades, 
climbing up 100-foot antennas well into his 80s.

“He felt the more active you were, the more alert you 
stayed,” Bullock said.

Teel is survived by Marilyn, his wife of 70 years, four chil-
dren, seven grandchildren, eight great-grandchildren and 
a sister.

“He taught us to be honest, productive, God-fearing and a 
person of integrity. That’s the way he lived his life,” Bullock 
said.

(Reprinted with permission from the June 24 issue of The 
Southern Illinoisan, www.thesouthern.com)

Local Church NEWSthe curren 

A Plea for Unity
(Editor’s note: The following Plea for Unity was pre-

sented and affirmed with near unanimity by the North 
Carolina Annual Conference on June 12, 2014.) 

United Methodists — brothers and sisters in Christ, 
clergy and laity — we plead with you to “[make] every effort 
to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” 
(Ephesians 4:3, NRSV) in The United Methodist Church.

Since 1998, we have been two participants in The Unity 
Dialogue of the North Carolina Conference. For over fifteen 
years, this dialogue has theologically discussed and debated 
matters related to the Church and homosexuality. As elders 
in our denomination, we have profound disagreements 
about these matters. One of us is committed to maintaining 
current church teaching and practice. One of us is commit-
ted to revising current church teaching and practice. Even 
so, with others on The Unity Dialogue, we have remained 
in dialogue, and in communion with The United Methodist 
Church. We are two members in the Body of Christ, differ-
ently gifted by God for different functions, yet both indelibly 
marked with the same sign of the cross on our brow. We are 
convinced that “the eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no 
need of you.’” (I Corinthians 12:21) This Body needs all its 
members.

Yet The United Methodist Church is now threatened by 
formal schism over matters related to homosexuality. Clergy 
are presiding at same-sex ceremonies; complaints are be-
ing filed; various responses to those complaints (including 
church trials and the avoidance of church trials) are occur-
ring; and such responses are spreading a spirit of division 
and distrust. We United Methodists have forced ourselves 
into what seems to be an untenable, and even irreconcil-

able, situation because we have 
seen ourselves not as siblings 
in the faith but seemingly as 
quarreling marriage partners, 
frustrated, incompatible, and 
betrayed. Presuming this 
model of dysfunctional or 
unfaithful marriage has led 
us to the brink of exhausted options. Increasingly, real pain 
is experienced by those who are committed to revising the 
Book of Discipline and by those who are committed to de-
fending the Discipline. As patience wears thinner by the day, 
the threat of visible schism grows.

We oppose formal schism in The United Methodist 
Church. More positively stated, we are committed to the 
unity of The United Methodist Church. The basis of our 
primary commitment to unity is Jesus Christ. Into Jesus 
Christ we, with all members of the Church, were baptized. 
The same Jesus Christ, before He suffered and died for the 
sins of the world, prayed for the unity of His Church: “Holy 
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, 
so that they may be one, as we are one….The glory that you 
have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as 
we are one….” (John 17:11,22)

Furthermore, we, with all members of our church, have 
vowed in The Baptismal Covenant to “be loyal to Christ 
through The United Methodist Church, and do all in [our] 
power to strengthen its ministries.” (Vow V)

For the sake of Jesus Christ, St. Paul begged Christians to 
live out unifying loyalty in the Church. “[L]ead a life worthy 
of your calling…with all humility and gentleness, with 

patience, bear-
ing with one 
another in love, 
making every 
effort to main-
tain the unity 
of the Spirit 
in the bond 

of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and 
through all and in all.” (Ephesians 5:1-6) In addition, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ and in the service of unity, John Wesley 
urged Methodists to practice discernment: “In essentials, 
unity. In non-essentials, liberty. In all things, charity.”

Focusing on Jesus Christ, we remember (literally, re-
member); we are renewed in the truth that the Church is the 
Body of Christ. As the Head of the Church, Jesus Christ is 
the Lord of the Church. The Church is Christ’s, not ours. We 
United Methodists are not powerful owners and decision-
making managers of our own church; instead, we are humble 
servants, called to serve at the bidding of the Lord of the 
Church. We, mere members of the Body, have neither the 
authority nor the right to divide what Christ has built in The 
United Methodist Church.

Therefore, dedicated to the unity of the Church because 
of Jesus Christ, we believe that the way forward for The 
United Methodist Church includes meeting the following 
challenges:

Newspaper’s oldest carrier dies at age 90
Marvin Teel was a 69-year member of Greenwood UMC

File photos courtesy of the Southern Illinoisan 

Marvin Teel delivers the Benton Evening News on July 12, 2013, in Christo-
pher. He continued delivering papers past his 90th birthday, June 21.

We are two members in the Body of Christ, differ-
ently gifted by God for different functions, yet both 
indelibly marked with the same sign of the cross on 
our brow. We are convinced that “the eye cannot say 
to the hand, ‘I have no need of you.’” (I Corinthians 
12:21) This Body needs all its members.

UNITY CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
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Aging church turns over assets, 
building so ministry will continue
BY PAM ADAMS
Peoria Journal-Star 

PEORIA — When the congregation of New Beginnings 
Ministries joined members of Madison Avenue United 
Methodist Church for services June 29, church sounded 
different.

“It was a joy to hear babies crying,” said the Rev. Craig 
Miller, the part-time minister of Madison Avenue who, as 
one parishioner put it, has presided over the church’s death 
for the past three years.

It was Madison Avenue’s final service. One speaker after 
another noted the unusually packed pews. Tears flowed 
from more than babies when, in one of its final acts, Madi-
son Avenue sold the church to New Beginnings for the 
nominal sum of $1.

The life of a 120-year-old church came to an end. A new 
phase began for the appropriately named New Beginnings, 
formed 10 years ago.

The dwindling, aging, white membership of one church 
turned over its physical assets to the growing, youthful 
congregation of a predominantly black church, marrying 

the spiritual legacy of one with the 
spiritual aspirations of the other.

Members of both congrega-
tions, along with other volunteers, 
will continue the work of Madison 
Avenue Neighborhood Ministries, a 
separate church-supported not-for-
profit that operates a food pantry 
and soup kitchen based at the Madi-
son Avenue Church.

The old church is now what its 
denomination calls a legacy church, 
one of the first, possibly the first, 
designated in downstate Illinois. 
New Beginnings now owns the 
church and the old Kingman School 
across the street, which it purchased 
from Peoria School District 150 in 2012 for $25,500.

“It’s exciting to know we’re not just walking away to let 
our church get boarded up or torn down,” said Don Rager, 
a member of Madison Avenue for 70 years and board 
president of the neighborhood ministries program.

“I am humbled. I feel like Joshua coming behind the 
great Moses,” said the Rev. Martin Johnson of New Begin-
nings, who put the event in the context of one biblical 
figure who fulfilled the promise of another.

“A legacy is not an ending,” the Rev. Mary Kathryn 
Pearce, a district superintendent of the United Methodist 
Church, reminded the gathering. “To put it in theological 
terms, it’s a resurrection.”

Since its beginning in 1894 as Averyville Methodist 
Episcopal Church with 24 charter members, the church 
on the corner of Madison Avenue and Sloan Street had 
rallied back from foreclosure (1938) and two fires (1930 
and 1986.).

At its peak, right after World War II, the Madison 
Avenue church counted more than 700 members. Full 
Sunday School classes, a thriving Boy Scout troop, and 
numerous adult groups made it an anchor of a working-
class neighborhood.

Generations of neighbors worked at industries along 
the nearby Illinois River, shopped at the area’s small busi-
nesses, sent their children to the old Kingman School, 
and chafed at the day the city of Peoria annexed their old 
village, Averyville, in 1928.

Children walked to school, many families walked to 
Madison Avenue and the other churches along the far NE 
Madison Avenue.

“Eventually, the generations didn’t carry on,” said 
Diana Lowery, 63, of East Peoria, whose grandparents 
were among the charter members of the Madison Avenue 
church.

Members say the demographics of the neighborhood 
changed, genteel shorthand for everything from white 
flight, middle-class flight, suburbanization, and economic 
downturns to the rise of rental properties, demise of small, 
independently-owned businesses and well-meaning, but 
ultimately, disastrous public policies.

Even as remaining members moved away, many re-
turned to the neighborhood for church. But, in most cases, 
their children didn’t. They still tried to buck the slow, 
steady decline in their membership and in the neigh-
borhood. They started Madison Avenue Neighborhood 
Ministries in 1981, with its soup kitchen and food pantry. 
The church also started several after-school programs for 
students at Kingman School. Then the school closed.

Church membership only grew older, other efforts 
didn’t attract new members from the steadily changing 
neighborhood. But they refused to fold.

“We’ve seen this coming for 10 years,” said Rager, who 
is also church financial secretary and a retired dean of the 
University of Illinois College of Medicine at Peoria. The 
church hasn’t had a Sunday School in years. Most Sundays, 
only 10 or 15 members attend, though there are about 50 
on the membership roll.

“We’ve been fighting this tooth and nail, digging in our 
feet and holding on for dear life,” said Heather Elarton, 43, 
Lowery’s daughter, church secretary and one of the young-
est members of the church.

Ironically, 2003 set the stage for the future of both 

churches.
Two elderly Madison Avenue parishioners, Mildred 

Ball and Jean Joos, died, leaving the church more than 
$300,000 combined. The church has used about $30,000 a 
year — a little more than half going to the neighborhood 
ministries program — to stay afloat.

“We’re about broke now,” Rager said. “We could’ve 
stopped supporting neighborhood ministries, but then 
what kind of church would we be?”

Madison Avenue’s remaining church members didn’t 
want to leave a monument to decay. At the same time, 
New Beginnings was growing up and reaching out to the 
East Bluff community.

The New Beginnings’ congregation had already trans-
formed a vacant, boarded-up Rent-A-Center along Wis-
consin Avenue into its church when the opportunity to 
purchase the old Kingman School occurred in 2012. The 
church bought it with the intent of creating a community 
center, a mission that coincided with Madison Avenue’s 
neighborhood ministries program.

Another minister, familiar with the missions and de-
sires of both churches, arranged introductions after New 
Beginnings bought Kingman.

“Long story short, it was God’s divine providence,” said 
Johnson, 47, who recently retired from the U.S. Air Force 
after 29 years.

As the church enters a new stage, Johnson is torn 
between the community-oriented base the church has 
established on the East Bluff and the community-oriented 
needs in the old Averyville neighborhood in the North 
Valley.

“Our hearts are still on the East Bluff,” he said. “But 
we’re hearing the hearts of the people on the north end.”

The mission to serve is complicated by the cost of reno-
vating and maintaining a former school building. New 
Beginnings paid utility bills out of funds it had set aside 
for remodeling. It is soliciting donations and other ser-
vices for renovations and more tutoring and employment-
training programs at the former school.

New Beginnings’ congregation is excited and optimistic 
about the next stage. But the church must figure out how 
to work in both neighborhoods “effectively,” Johnson said.

With Madison Avenue officially disbanded, its old 
members must decide where or if they will transfer their 
memberships. Some plan to visit New Beginnings, which 
plans to relocate services from its current church by the 
end of the year.

Elarton, Madison Avenue church secretary, is left to tie 
up many of the loose ends.

The carved oak relief of the Last Supper, once honey-
colored but charred since surviving the last fire, has been 
donated to Peoria Fire Department. Elarton will archive 
church records and send them to United Methodist 
Church offices in Springfield, including 15 years of Sunday 
bulletins, 20 years of administrative council reports, more 
than 100 years of membership records, “anything that 
shows the life of the church.”

New Beginnings’ congregation has helped her deal with 
the death of her church, Elarton said.

“They didn’t have to come to our last service. But they 
came out of respect and love. That made a difference.”

(Reprinted with permission from the July 6 issue of the 
Peoria Journal-Star, www.pjstar.com)

Photo by Ting Shen, Peoria Journal-Star
Brenda Powell speaks with Paris and Jane Sullivan during the last service held at Madison Avenue United Meth-
odist Church June 29. Powell recently returned to Peoria after 15 years in Memphis, Tenn. Paris and Jane Sullivan 
were married at the church in 1946 and been active church members since.

Reflections on Madison  
Avenue UMC’s closing

BY JOY SCHLESSELMAN

Mackinaw UMC

 Psalm 90 says, “ Lord, you have been our 
 dwelling place throughout all generations.
 From everlasting to everlasting you are God.  
 A thousand years in your sight are like a day 
that has just gone by, or like a watch in the night.” (New 
International Version)

I wanted to cry and I wanted to shout “Alleluia!”, so I just 
did both at the official closing service of the Madison 
Avenue UMC June 29. What a blessing and a gift that in that 
building in inner city Peoria, a group will now be worship-
ing which call themselves “New Beginnings Ministries”!  A 
history of 120 years of Methodist Episcopal and United 
Methodist ministries has drawn to its close, but something 
new has begun!

Led by Pastor Craig Miller and New Beginnings Pastor 
Martin Johnson, along with District Superintendent Mary 
Kathryn Pearce, and Harold Ericson, Administrative Council 
Chair, over 100 people gathered to say goodbye to the old 
and “pass the torch” to the new.

I was honored to speak up as a previous pastor (1997-2002), 
to share memories of my time there and of the people who 
have been used by God to keep the ministry of Jesus alive 
in the inner city. I remember a group of youth from the 
neighborhood who we gathered up and carried to a nurs-
ing home to sing a few songs for Ada Walker, a long-time 
member of the church. As we arrived, we were suddenly 
told that we were expected to sing for a crowd gathered in 
the activities room. The choir scheduled to come had not 
shown up!  So we tromped down the hall, a motley crew 
of kids who may or may not remember the words to a few 
Christmas carols, Ada Walker in tow, and Jennifer, a 16-year-
old, carrying her new baby.

An old lady in the audience lit up when she cradled baby 
Jessica in her arms as we began to sing. I don’t know how 
we sounded, but when we came to a pause in the music, 
Ada piped up loud and clear, “This is MY church!”

Today I say that Ada’s church is not closed—it has received a 
new beginning as every one of us who once called Madison 
Avenue United Methodist Church our home must now go 
out to be the Church in the world!  Indeed, as the Psalmist 
says, “God has been (and is NOW) our dwelling place…” and 
there is no retirement from being a disciple of Jesus Christ!  

It’s so sad when an institution we called a church comes to 
a close, but the Church is not closed!  We who are Christians 
fling open wide the doors of our church buildings so WE 
can go out to be the Church wherever people need to meet 
and know our Savior Jesus Christ!

Peoria Madison Avenue UMC’s ‘new beginning’
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Carbondale experienced Grace in action as more than 35 members of Carbondale Grace 
UMC went into the community May 17 to make an impact for Christ. Teams went into local parks 
with gifts of food, toys, church invitations, Vacation Bible School news and more. One team con-
structed a concrete bus stop pad and placed a bench built by another member upon it. The bench 
is proudly emblazoned with the scripture reference Matthew 11:29. The bench is situated in a 
location where many elderly and high-rise apartment residents previously had to stand to wait for 
public transportation. The event was a part of Change the World 2014, a Rethink Church initiative. 
The church is planning to install more benches in the near future.

Church builds attendance, new sanctuary
BY CLAUDIA LOUCKS
Quad Cities Online

GENESEO – Geneseo First UMC built its mem-
bership and a new sanctuary.

The church recently got a "Church Growth 
Award" for receiving more new members by profes-
sion of faith than any other church of similar size in 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, consisting of 
850 churches.

Geneseo First Methodist's congregation grew by 
57 members in 2013, directing pastor, the Rev. Dr. 
Chris Ritter said. New members received by transfer 
from other congregations aren't included in that 
number, he said.

Rev. Ritter and laypeople Doug and Christine 
Sullivan went to Peoria to received the award from 
conference evangelism chairman, the Rev. Da-
vid Kueker. Conference Bishop Jonathan Keaton 
had signed it. Bishop Keaton also had visited the 
Geneseo church on June 29, when it consecrated its 
newly built sanctuary.

"Growth sometimes stalls during a big construc-
tion project," Rev. Ritter said. "We are gratified that 
we continued to reach new people even while we 
worked diligently on our facilities. We look forward 
to even greater growth in the future.

"Our motto is 'People Need Jesus,' so this award 
is great affirmation that we are effective in reaching 
people with the love of Jesus," he said. "We aren't 
looking for members of other churches. We want to 

impact those who are not connected with a family 
of faith."

Worship attendance has averaged 480 people 
each week since the new sanctuary opened on May 
11.

"That represents a 20 percent jump over the 
same period last year," Rev. Ritter said.

The construction project added 17,000 square 
feet. It features a 465-seat sanctuary and a new main 
entrance off East Park Street.

It also features a large gathering area called "The 
Commons," which includes an information center, 
welcome area and coffee bar. The space can seat 400 
people at round tables for church dinners and other 
events. More storage space and handicap-accessible 
restrooms also were added.

"We wanted this project to be a blessing to all 
generations," Rev. Ritter said. "I also love the fact 
worship space feels warm and inviting. We purpose-
fully stepped away from the architectural trend of 
styling sanctuaries to look like secular auditoriums. 
There is no way to mistake the fact that you are in a 
place dedicated to worship."

A 17-foot tall cross of wood and metal also grac-
es the altar area's front wall. Other features include a 
custom-built altar table, pulpit and baptismal font.

(Reprinted with permission from the July 5 issue 
of QuadCities Online, owned by the Moline Dispatch 
and Rock Island Argus, www.qconline.com)

Drawing courtesy of BLDD Architects
Artist’s rendition of Geneseo First UMC with the new sanctuary addition.

Dayspring provides connection 
to Native American worship

BY JEANETTE KENDALL 

GateHouse Media Illinois 

EAST PEORIA — Many residents may not realize there is a one-of-a-kind 
church in East Peoria. In fact, it may be a one-of-a-kind church in the state.

Dayspring Native American United Methodist Church is located at 201 N. 
Norwood in East Peoria.

Bec Land, a member of the church, began attending a year ago after she 
learned that her grandmother was part Native American.

Land said her grandmother lived in Arkansas and had to hide the fact that 
she was part Cherokee because of prejudice.

“Society did not accept it,” Land said.

Prior to learning that her grandmother was part Native American, Land at-
tended Dayspring one day. Her brother already was attending the church.

“When I came here, I kept having the feeling of being at my grandma’s house,” 
Land said.

The Dayspring Native American church is situated on about 43 acres. The 
church itself looks like a log cabin resort. Inside, there is a large foyer with 
an ornate handmade wooden coffee table and couches. The sanctuary has a 
large wooden cross hanging high and seats are situated in a half circle. In the 
center of the room is a large drum, which is used in the church service.

Drum chief Gary Cashmer of Normal said the drum is made of cedar wood. 
Tobacco was spread on top of the drum in a cross to point to the East, South, 
North and West. Women sit on the outer perimeter of the drum as a pro-
tective shield and men sit at the drum to play it. Cashmer said women are 
considered spiritually stronger than men in the Native American customs; 
plus, they are not allowed to beat on the drum because it’s considered a male 
action.

Prior to a recent service, Cinda King lit some sage and did a smudging or 
purifying of the room.

The Rev. Gary Billiot had a moment of silence for friends who have died: Most 
recently, Shana Stimeling, 28, of Peoria Heights, died June 3, after falling from 
a motorcycle.

“In the Native American culture, there is no goodbye, no death; it’s a new 
journey,” Billiot told the congregation of about 40 in attendance, including 
Stimeling’s father, Robert, and her son, Bradley Miller, who had a special place 
at the drum next to the pastor. Bradley took part in the playing of the drum.

After Scripture readings and a prayer circle, Dick Lower of Pekin talked about 
the Native American store at the church and the bead classes he teaches. The 
free classes are 10 a.m. to noon the last Tuesday of each month.

Lower, 83, was raised Cherokee, and began beading as a youth for his family.

“I do it in a sacred way, so whoever receives that beading gets the prayers and 
blessings,” he said, adding that he does not sell anything he makes.

Lower is a longtime member of Dayspring and knows its history. He said Har-
ley Patterson got the land from the United Methodist Church in Peoria for $1. 
The church was built by volunteers in 2007. Billiot, who has been the pastor 
at the church for two years, assisted with building it.

“We had no place to go. ... This is the only place in the state where you can go 
with a connection to Native American worship,” Lower said.

Billiot said one does not have to be Native American to attend the church. He 
said that about 50 percent of the service involves Native American customs. 
He would like to see the church grow to at least 300 members.

(Reprinted with permission from the July 7 issue of the Peoria Journal-Star, www.
pjstar.com)
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Photo by Becky Anderson 
Shawn Sharp (left) and Eric Sharp (right) folding the American Flag during Cache Chapel’s Flag Day ceremony.

Local Church NEWS

Cache Chapel observes Flag Day

BY BECKY ANDERSON

ULLIN -- Cache Chapel UMC located near Ullin in the Cache River District recently observed Flag 
Day as part of its June 15 morning worship service.

Pastor Mike Sharp led the congregation in the Pledge of Allegiance and then the congregation 
learned that each fold when a flag is folded has a special meaning.

•  The first fold of our flag is a symbol of life.
•  The second fold is a symbol of our belief in the eternal life.
•  The third fold is made in honor and remembrance of the veteran departing our ranks who 

gave a portion of life for the defense of our country to attain a peace throughout the world.
•  The fourth fold represents our weaker nature, for as American citizens trusting in God, it is 

to Him we turn in times of peace as well as in times of war for His divine guidance.
•  The fifth fold is a tribute to our country, for in the words of Stephen Decatur, "Our country, 

in dealing with other countries, may she always be right; but it is still our country, right or 
wrong."

•  The sixth fold is for where our hearts lie. It is with our heart that we pledge allegiance to 
the flag of the United States of America, and to the republic for which it stands, one nation, 
under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

•  The seventh fold is a tribute to our Armed Forces, for it is through the Armed Forces that we 
protect our country and our flag against all her enemies, whether they be found within or 
outside the boundaries of our republic.

•  The eighth fold is a tribute to the one who entered in to the valley of the shadow of death, 
that we might see the light of day, and to honor mother, for whom it flies on Mother's Day.

•  The ninth fold is a tribute to womanhood; for it has been through their faith, love, loyalty 
and devotion that the character of the men and women who have made this country great 
have been molded.

•  The 10th fold is a tribute to father, for he, too, has given his sons and daughters for the 
defense of our country since they were first born.

•  The 11th fold, in the eyes of a Hebrew citizen, represents the lower portion of the seal of 
King David and King Solomon, and glorifies, in their eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob.

•  The 12th fold, in the eyes of a Christian citizen, represents an emblem of eternity and glori-
fies, in their eyes, God the Father, the Son, and Holy Ghost.

When the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost, reminding us of our national motto, 
"In God we Trust." After the flag is completely folded and tucked in, it takes on the appearance of a 
cocked hat, ever reminding us of the soldiers who served under General George Washington and 
the sailors and marines who served under Captain John Paul Jones who were followed by their 
comrades and shipmates

Photo courtesy of Joyce Shelton 

The Sewing for Missions group of the Witt UMC recently delivered 833 children’s 
hospital gowns, 155 baby quilts, 54 diapers, four neck scarves and 159 baby hats to the 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center in Chatham June 10. Everyone helps out with 
the men loading the finished items and driving them to the MMDC.

Pictured from left are: Norma Koen, Carol Hartman, Joyce Brengard, Janice 
Kroenlein, Pastor Joy Caschetta, Cheryl Randel, Earl Sanford, Mary Dirks and Paul 
Schwarm.

The four-year-old ministry has provided 5,792 hospital gowns, 551 baby quilts, 95 
diapers and 471 baby hats. In addition, previous shipments have included 174 nurse’s 
uniforms, 38 towels, eight bucket rages, 68 adult hospital gowns, 22 toothbrushes, 92 
hospital bed spreads, 16 thermal hospital blankets, 36 baby fleece blankets, 13 baby 
flannel blankets, three hospital leg boots, a walker, 14 spiral notebooks, a treadle and 
portable sewing machines, several computers and printers.

For more information, call 217-594-2426 and leave a message.  Someone will re-
turn your call as soon as possible.

Photo courtesy of Curt Keller 

Three IGRC pastors participated in Open Water Swim June 21 at the Lincoln 
Trail State Park in Marshall as part of a benefit for raising funds for the Malignant 
Hypothermial Association of the United States.

Pictured from left are Richard Lewis, pastor of Marshall First UMC; Curt 
Keller, pastor of Peoria Forrest Hill UMC; and Krista Price of Marshall Arm-
strong UMC.

Keller swam in the event placing second overall for males in the 1.2 mile 
swim. Rev. Price helped with the Marshall Rotary Club in providing food and re-
freshments to the 40-plus participants. Lewis was there with his United Methodist 
Men who were helping with the parking. 

More than $2,000 was raised for the Malignant Hyperthermial Association 
of the United States. Tom Hintz, site supervisor of Lincoln Trail State Park and 
co-director of the event, attends First UMC and Doug Reese, co-director of the 
event, is a member of the Armstrong UMC. 

Witt UMC Sewing for Missions
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Members of the Mt. Vernon UMC Praise 
Band took part in Song n Snacks to Lift Your 
Spirits June 20 at the Gifford UMC. The out-
reach effort was a way to gather Gifford resi-
dents and tornado relief workers in Gifford 
where long-term recovery is underway.

Photo by Dan Sherman, 
Mt. Vernon UMC 

Building relationships and hope…one swing set at a time
   Summer-long mission project helping with Washington’s long-term tornado recovery

BY PAUL BLACK 
WASHINGTON – The smile and sparkle of Mia Pruitt’s 

eyes told the story.
While members of a mission team finished the last con-

necting pieces of her new swing set, Mia was already making 
plans. 

“It’s exciting because now I can have my friends over and 
we can have fun together,” she said.

The swing set delivery was one of several made in the 
third week of Hope Swings in Washington, a  seven-week 
mission blitz for youth groups throughout the United States 
that are coming to central Illinois to build 100 swing sets in 
42 days. In all, more than 300 will rotate in for a week and 
build swing sets before the work is completed July 25.

“We know what the task is – build swing sets – but the 
bigger goal is to build relationships – between ourselves, 
between teams and leaders as well as relationships with the 
community as youth meet familes that were affected by the 
Nov. 17 tornado,” said Dan Philips, director of community 
ministries at Peoria First UMC.

Peoria First, Washington Crossroads UMC and Wash-
ington Evangelical UMC 
are partnering in this 
seven-week endeavor 
that began June 8.

Kyra Austria of Peo-
ria, who just completed 
school at Illinois Central 
College and is planning 
to enter nursing school, 
is one of 10 interns, ages 
19 to 23, that has been 
hired for the summer.  
The intern’s job is to lead 
small group Bible Study 
Monday through Friday 
mornings before groups 
head out to build swing 
sets.  They also lead the 
work teams along with 
the adult youth sponsors 
and lead worship.

“Following the 
tornado, I didn’t know 
how I could help, and 
then I heard about Hope Swings,” Austria said. “It has been 
exhausting but amazing. I have met people I never knew 
before, I have drawn closer to youth that are participating 
and we have clicked. I have no doubt these will be lasting 
friendships.”

Lucas Kern of Palmyra UMC in Palmyra, Mo., agrees. 
Kern said he had worked on a mission trip to Oklahoma 
prior to the Hope Swings.

  “Helping people is the reason I came and the faces of 
the children make it all worthwhile,” he said.

First-timer Jumobi Arowolo, a member of Friendship 
UMC in Bolingbrook, Ill., said the community building was 
the most memorable part of the week.

“I was sort of new to the youth group and I made new 
friends and learned how to use tools,” Arowolo said. “The 
intern has been so encouraging, because in the beginning, 

I kept breaking things!  And now, I 
made some new friends, built some 
swing sets, and I am looking forward 
to delivering it.” 

FROM MISSION TRIP TO          
MISSION EXPERIENCE

Hope Swings in Washington 
began when a youth pastor from Coral 
Gables, Fla., was looking for a mission 
project for his youth group. Con-
tacting Peoria First UMC, he asked 
whether or not his youth group could 
come to build swing sets in Washing-
ton, Ill., after tornadoes touched down 
there Nov. 17.

“The youth director called our 
missions director (at Peoria First 
UMC),” said Julie Rolffs, who is 
coordinating many of the logistics for 
Hope Swings. “He said he was around 

when Hurricane Andrew 
hit Florida in 1992 and remembered a niche 
for mission work – swing sets – because it was 
something that insurance companies usually 
didn’t pay to replace which affected children 
involved in the storm.”

The phone call sparked a discussion among 
the three United Methodist congregations about 
how the concept could be expanded from a one-
week mission to a seven-week build along with a 
week for training 10 interns who would connect 
with teams a week at a time.

Rolffs said that Peoria First had seen a simi-
lar operation in Cincinnati at Hyde Park Com-
munity UMC and its Awaken the City mission.  
“Hyde Park’s inner-city mission experience 
included all the components – interns, worship 
and the relation building we were looking for,” 
she said. “We used their model as a template for 
Hope Swings in Washington.”

FINDING PARTNERS
Philips said a variety of partners emerged 

as the Hope Swings concept began to take root.  
“We call them God moments and Christ con-

nections,” Philips said.
After reaching out to the “big box” stores which were un-

able to assist in such a project, Philips contacted a manufac-
turer in Janesville, Wis.

“We told him what we were trying to accomplish and 
he initially said it was beyond the scope of how they could 
assist. He noted we sponsor a Little League team and that 
is about all of the community support we provide,” Philips 
recalled. “After being turned down, I sent a collection of 
letters with names and identities hidden, but from families 
that applied for swing sets. The very next day, he called me 
back and said he had 50 of last year’s model of swing sets in 
a warehouse which he would sell at less than cost. Later, he 
called a second time and said he found a friend who had the 
other 50 we needed.  He understood the need and the letters 
to know of the personal stories.”

A local bus company is providing a charter bus each 
Sunday night for the community prayer tour and another 
company is providing semi trailers for storage of materials.

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference has supplied 
$38,500 from the Conference Disaster Fund to purchase the 
materials for the swing sets.

Information about Hope Swings in Washington can be 
found at: www.hopeswingswashington.org

Mt. Carmel 
Trinity UMC
held a cookout and bake 
sale to raise funds for the 
Wabash Area Develop-
ment, Inc. and its food 
bank. More than $1,200 
in food and money was 
donated to ensure that 
school children would 
have food while school 
programs are closed for 
the summer. 
In the photo, Jennifer 
Williiams and Brenda 
Kuhns are shown selling 
the baked goods.

Funds from the Conference Disaster Fund were used to 
finance Camp Noah, a week-long camp helping children 
in Gifford cope with the aftermath of a Nov. 17 tornado.

The camp focused on where children were at and their 
needs. Providing a safe space to tell their story, leaders 
helped the children process the disaster and assist in a 
week of healing that enabled the children to move for-
ward and a new a perspective for the future.

Working cooperatively with the Gifford United Methodist 
and Lutheran churches, the conference provided funding 
for the camp which was put on by Lutheran Social Service 
of Minnesota. Volunteers that were not involved with the 
camp came to assist with siding, roofing and cleaning 
debris.

Photo courtesy of Lisa Wiedman

Photo courtesy of Patti Davis
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Africa University Scholarship campaign launches 
with $1 million goal in two years’ time
BY RICHARD STRAUB
IGRC Africa University Committee Chair

The Bridge to……..
Let me ask you to do something. Use your imagination 

to place yourself in the character of a young adult.  You’re 
standing on a road overlooking the entrance to a bridge.  
Here you are standing alone, dreaming that some day you 
might be able to cross over this very bridge to what awaits 
you on the other side.

No, this is not a bridge in some occupied territory where 
freedom to move about is restricted and you have to request 
permission to cross, nor is it a bridge that leads you to no 
particular place in the middle of an empty waste land. This is 
in deed a bridge leading to opportunities; a bridge that will 
help determine your future; a bridge to fulfill a desire that 
some day I can and will make a difference; a bridge that will 
not only impact me, but also my homeland and possibly the 
world.

What stands in front of me is a bridge that opens a path-
way to an education; a bridge to pursue academic excellence; 
a bridge where dreams become a reality.  What stands before 
me is the “Bridge to Dreams” just outside the grounds of 
Africa University in Old Mutare, Zimbabwe.

Unfortunately, this imaginative story line is a fallacy for 
far too many young African people.  Standing at the entrance 
of the “Bridge to Dreams” are the barriers preventing so 
many students from crossing over to a land of educational 
opportunities. These barriers, standing in the way of pro-
spective students, are created by extreme family hardships, 
overwhelming financial burdens, governmental conflicts 
and/or just living in a country stricken with poverty.  The 
means of any education, yet alone, a college level education 
is way out of the realm of possibilities for so many. What is 
only a dream in the minds of many is found in the reality of 
lost hopes in achieving an education. 

This is where so many of you and your Illinois Great Riv-
ers Conference have made a difference in the lives of many 
African young people. Through your life of prayer, your faith 
of believing in the future of mankind, your priority in the 
value of an education, your willingness to serve the one true 
God of creation, and through your financial support of spon-
sorship and scholarship the churches and its members of the 
Illinois Great Rivers have and are making a difference.  

Throughout Africa the IGRC has been involved in proj-
ects and campaigns to help alleviate the spread of malaria 
(Nothing but Nets and Imagine No Malaria initiatives); 
build and/or reconstruct schools, hospitals, orphanages, and 
churches; support the mission field and missionaries; spon-
sor children, youth and adults with academic scholarships; 
and help in the development of higher Academic Institu-

tions, particularly Africa University, in Zimbabwe. 
Since the groundbreaking of Africa University took 

place in 1991 at Old Mutare this Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference and its predecessor conferences have been 
involved in “The Dream” of making Africa University 
possible. Mr. Jim Salley, Associate Vice Chancellor for 

Institutional Advancement for 
Africa University made com-
ments in his 2014 IGRC Annual 
Conference address saying, “The 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
is in the DNA of Africa Univer-
sity.”

Most, if not all of you, know 
of the history and support our 
Methodist General Conference 
has had in helping make the 
dream of Africa University a real-
ity.  Our Illinois Great Rivers Conference has been equally 
instrumental in the history and development of this same 
dream for Africa University.  From the beginning of Bishop 
Hartzell’s dream to the naming of the “Bridge to Dreams” in 
honor of Bishop Woodie and Mrs. Kim White to many other 
dedicated people: Rev. Wayne Hess; Bishop David Lawson 
and wife, Martha; Richard and Joyce Reeves; Jack Cramer-
Heuerman; Bettie W. Story; to our present IGRC Bishop 
Jonathan Keaton, just to name a few from a list of so many.  

The 2013 Annual Conference was a monumental year 
for continuing our IGRC connection with Africa University 
with the proposal of Legislative Item 129: Scholarships for 
Africa University.  This item was overwhelmingly passed by 
the delegate members present on the floor identifying the 
“Making Dreams Possible” Endowment Scholarship.  This 
$1,000,000 initiative is the latest commitment our conference 
has dedicated itself to in support of AU.

Since its time of introduction, at Annual Conference in 
2013 to Annual Conference of 2014, your Africa University 
Committee members worked diligently to lay the ground 
works and strategies for implementing a coarse of action so 
“Making Dreams Possible” $1,000,000 Endowment Cam-
paign could not only be realistic, but also achievable.

As proud as this conference can be with its involvement 
of Africa University we must go forth and continue our sup-
port for the future. Through our past and continuing Endow-
ment Scholarships and Direct Scholarships to the present and 
future “Making Dreams Possible” Endowment Initiative 
(Advance # 6980), the success of AU depends on it; the lives 
of young people need it; and the future of Africa will benefit 
because of it.

Contributions to the “Making Dreams Possible” Endow-
ment Scholarship can be made connecting to the IGRC Web-
site at: www.igrc.org/AU and by clicking the Donate button 
at the bottom of the page or by direct mail to: 

Illinois Great Rivers Conference
Attn: Cindy Welch
P.O. Box 19207
Springfield, IL  62794
Memo Line: IGRC Advance #6980

Thank you for your prayers, service and support for Af-
rica University, and may they all continue now and into the 
future in making dreams possible.

making 
dreams possible

“The Illinois Great Rivers  
Conference is in the DNA 
of Africa University.”

Mr. Jim Salley, Associate Vice Chancellor for 
Institutional Advancement for Africa University

IGRC's 2014-2016
MILLION DOLLAR
ENDOWMENT
CAMPAIGN

One Quarter at a time!
MY CHANGE + YOUR CHANGE
CAN CHANGE A LIFE
FOR A LIFETIME.
Adv. Spec #6980

Like a single tree planted to provide fruit 
for many, Africa University graduates 
are able to ”pay it forward” with the 
knowledge they've gained.

The Bridge to Dreams at Africa University 
was built by the former Central Illinois 
Conference.

Jim Salley
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Ivan Milosi

“I feel Liberia will need us to carry 
some sort of leadership into the 
future by participating in our 
government. My education is 
providing ways in which we can 
go about building a society free of 
war and violence.“ – Melvin Payekar

 Melvin Payekar

“Helping youth t o li ve, t o build        
peace and to accept one another 
is a way of ministering to one 
another.“ – Ivan Milosi

Two IGRC scholars graduate from    
Africa University, begin their careers
BY PAUL BLACK

Two recipients of graduate-level scholarships have finished their 
studies at Africa University and are beginning their professional 
careers.

Melvin Nye Payekar of Liberia and Ivan Milosi of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo have been recipients of two graduate 
study scholarships where one of the recipients is from Liberia and 
the other from another African nation. Both biographies have 
similarities and both saw their dreams fulfilled for an education 
met through the generosity of offerings within the IGRC.

Both graduated from Africa University's Institute of Peace, Leader-
ship and Governance, the newest of Faculties (Schools) at Africa 
University, which seeks to train students to return to their country 
and assist in ways to bring about peace and reconciliation.

Melvin Payekar
Payekar has returned to Liberia where he serves as an advisory 
service consultant at the General Auditing Commission of Liberia.  
The General Auditing Commission (GAC) is the independent Su-
preme Audit Institution (SAI) of Liberia and the Chief Watchdog. 
It is the defender and promoter of the Liberian people's interest; 
therefore, the first line of integrity in Government. The GAC is 
headed by an Auditor-General who is committed to delivering 
quality audits. Its goal is to “promote accountability, transpar-
ency, integrity and fiscal probity.” Its offices are located in the Old 
Executive Office building in the nation’s capital city of Monrovia.

Payekar received a bachelor's degree in accounting at the Univer-
sity of Liberia in Monrovia and was a candidate for a master's de-
gree in business administration when he wasn't able to continue 
his studies due to the death of his father. His father was a lab 
technician at Ganta Hospital for 30 years before his sudden death. 
With finances being an issue, Payekar found the PLG program at 
Africa University and a new dream was kindled.

“I feel Liberia will need us to carry some sort of leadership into 
the future by participating in our government,“ he said. “My 
education is providing ways in which we can go about building a 
society free of war and violence.“

The third of seven children, Payekar said his mother farms to 
provide a standard of living for his family and that he has attained 
the highest level of education among his siblings.

“Coming to Africa University was a privilege and I am honored 
that your conference identified me for a scholarship,“ he said. “I 
want to extend my thanks and appreciation.“

Ivan Milosi
Following graduation in June, Milosi is preparing for an intern-
ship at the Wesley Foundation at Purdue University in West 
Lafayette, Ind., for the 2014-15 school year.  IGRC pastors Glen 
and Lana Robyne serve as campus ministers.

“This internship will give me a first-hand experience in working 
with youth and young adults,” Milosi said. “This will allow me to 
go back next year in May to my country and work with young 
people.”

Milosi is the son of a United Methodist pastor and finances were 
an issue for him as well. After graduating from Africa University 
in June 2010 with a Bachelor's of Divinity degree, he had to 
return home because he couldn't afford to continue his post-
graduate education.

Returning to the Congo, Milosi began working with youth -- not 
in a church setting -- but in society and in the communities 
where the youth live. “We had gone through long periods of 
war,“ Milosi said. “Helping youth to live, to build peace and to 
accept one another is a way of ministering to one another.“

Milosi believes that the youth can provide a witness to other 
generations. “It is a way in which we can say, 'there's another 
way besides war and there's a way of dealing with our differ-
ences that separate us from one another,“ he said.

Africa University was the place of transformation for Milosi that 
gave birth to his dream. “When I came here, I had another view 
of the world, knowing that we as Congolese were at war with all 
these countries. My mind was transformed when I had to share 
a room with someone from Burundi and someone from Uganda. 
And through living that transformation, we can transform oth-
ers.“

Milosi believes the IGRC is a vital partner is this dream. “Without 
what the IGRC is doing, we would never be able to say, 'the 
dream is alive,'“ he said. “There are millions of young people in 
Africa with dreams; they just don't have the resources to fulfill 
them. So I really appreciate the work of your conference as you 
help us fulfill those dreams.“

From top right clockwise: Africa University Committee Chair Richard 
Straub is pictured with an Africa University student that is sponsored 
by Bernice Stropes, a member of the Orion UMC.  Acacia trees dot the 
Zimbabwean landscape and stands as a symbol of purity and endur-
ance of the soul. For this reason, the acacia tree figures prominently 
in the AU logo. From its early beginnings with just a few buildings     
20 years ago, AU has grown its campus with 12 residence halls,               
14 staff houses and seven schools within the university. The display      
of flags represent the 22 home countries of AU students.

Photos by Paul Black 
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From one generation to another
BY RICHARD CHRISMAN

What is the Prentice Sermon? This series of 
sermons began with a bequest from a Methodist 
layman in Springfield to honor a group of persons 
who are well known for their untiring proclamation 
of the Gospel, the pioneer Methodist circuit riding 
preachers. That man was Hiram Buck Prentice who 
made his bequest to the Illinois Conference in 1922 
to pay the expenses of one of the ministers of the 
Illinois Conference to preach upon the topic, “the 
Ministry and service as exemplified by the lives and 
labors of pioneer preachers of the Illinois Annual 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church.”  So 
today we are continuing in that tradition, helping to 
carry out our duty to recover, preserve and transmit 
our heritage.  

S. R. Beggs, one of the earliest pioneer preachers 
in central Illinois, saw the success of these preach-
ers as part of a divine plan. “It seems as if God had 
sifted the whole inhabited region of North America, 
and selected the choice spirits therefrom, with their 
iron constitutions, to plant and cultivate the tree of 
Methodism in the West. Our design is to reach all of 
our population, from the northernmost inhabitant of 
Canada to the Gulf of Mexico, and from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific, and thence, by missionary effort, to 
plant the standard of the Cross and the liberty of the 
Gospel, as Methodism interprets it, to the uttermost 
verge of our green earth.” (Beggs, Early History of the 
West and North-West, 243)

The first generation of pioneer preachers, the 
pathfinders, occupied new fields, beginning in 
southern Illinois and pushing ever northward as 
population expanded in that direction. Presiding 
Elder William McKendree enlisted that St. Paul of 
Illinois Methodism, Jesse Walker, to accompany him 
on a missionary scouting trip, fording rivers, secur-
ing their own food, and sleeping at night under the 
stars. As a result of this trip, Walker was appointed 
to the Illinois Circuit, and his trip from his  home 
in Kentucky to his new assignment was anything 
but uneventful, among other things losing his horse 
and having to walk 50 miles to a settlement to rent a 
horse to go back and search for his own. 

The first preacher assigned in 1806 was re-
sponsible for all the work in Illinois, and by 1810 
there were still but two circuits, the Cache River in 
far Southern Illinois, and the Illinois that covered 
everything else. After the close of the War of 1812 
population exploded, and the church along with 
it. A population that had grown to 72,817 in 1825, 
expanded in fifteen years to 476,000, and Methodist 
Church membership grew from 3,705 to 31,669, a 
ten-fold increase.

While still a part of the Western Conference, 
which included everything west of the Allegheny 
Mountains, the first conference session in Illinois 
was held at Shiloh, near Edwardsville, in 1818. 
There were eight conference members present from 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri and Arkansas, and to-
gether they reported church membership of 2000. 
In 1820, the new Sangamon circuit, including both 
sides of the Sangamon River, was one of seven 
in the state. When the Illinois Conference was 
organized in 1824, it was no longer a mission-

ary conference, its activities directed and controlled 
from Kentucky or Missouri. At this first Conference 
session, a noted preacher from Kentucky and Ohio, 
by the name of Peter Cartwright, joined and would 
become our best-known, if controversial, preacher.

By 1832 the Methodist Church had reached 
Chicago, Galena, Rock Island, Peoria, Tazewell 
country near Pekin, Bloomington, Clinton, Decatur, 
Jacksonville, Springfield, Shelbyville, Mount Vernon, 
Kaskaskia, Shawneetown, Paris, and Mount Carmel. 
(J. D. Barnhardt, “The Rise of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church in Illinois from the Beginning to the 
Year 1832,” Journal Illinois State Historical Society, 
XII, 198)   Methodist preaching was brought to 
these places by men like William See who carried 
the gospel to newly formed settlements in the Peoria 
area, and organized the scattered Methodists into 
societies. Levi Springer organized a Methodist class 
of nearly a dozen members in the home of G. A. Da-
vidson at Petersburg, in 1836, as Abraham Lincoln 
was laying out the town,  The church grew rapidly 
after Petersburg became the county seat of Menard 
County in 1839.

This growth was typical of Methodist expansion 
in Illinois, as historian Carlyle Buley has pointed out:  
“Of all the denominations the Methodists were the 
best equipped for success on the frontier:  effective 
organization, self-sacrificing workers, and popular 
doctrines assured the wide and rapid spread of their 
church.” (The Old Northwest, II, 449)  The preachers 
were everywhere, as a man in Stark County said to 
another:  “I was at church last night,” and upon being 
asked who preached, replied, “Why a Methodist, of 
course, for they are always on the frontier.” (“West 
Jersey Church History”)  

The lives of the circuit riders were anything but 
easy. Young preachers were advised to remain single, 
keep every appointment, and be always on time, even 
if it meant risking their necks or drowning. In times 
of foul weather it became a commonplace to observe 
that the weather was so bad “there’s nothing out but 
crows and Methodist preachers.”

The message of Methodism resonated with the 
pioneers, with its doctrines of grace and freedom, 
and its strict morality helped bring law and order on 
the frontier. The converted person was expected to 
be a moral person, and failure would likely result in 
expulsion from the Church. Horse racing, a popular 
sport was frowned upon by the preachers, as well as 
Sabbath-breaking, slavery, whiskey, and “superflu-
ous dress.”  Concerning the latter, the story is told 
of the eccentric old bachelor preacher, Jesse Haile, 
who was appointed to the Pekin mission in 1832. 
“Some of his brethren thought he ought to get mar-
ried, and arranged for him to visit a lady they had 
selected, and she willing to make the best impression 
possible, arrayed herself in goodly raiment and set 
off with flowers and ribbons, in that day quite un-
Methodistic. The preacher viewed carefully the dress 
of the lady candidate for matrimony and then said, 
‘Sister, are you not afraid the devil will get you?’  The 
sequel was not a wedding.” (“History of Cherry Point 
Church,” 62)

By 1836, when the work in Indiana was separated 
off from Illinois, there was preaching in every county 

in the state, with 60 circuit preachers, 300 local 
preachers, 20,217 white and 109 colored members. 
By 1840, when Illinois was thoroughly settled, there 
were nine districts, with 24,687 members. The suc-
cess of Methodism in Illinois was such that by 1815 
there was one Methodist for every 46 persons in the 
state, by 1865 it was one in 20. 

These increases reflect the ceaseless efforts of the 
circuit rider. “He was a man with an experience, and 
a passion. There was little place for a preacher that 
did not have a thrilling story to tell of his ‘experi-
ence,’ and when he had nothing else to say he could 
relate his experience.” (Arthur S. Chapman; 100th 
Anniversary script)  The pioneer preacher, Jesse 
Walker, rode up to a cabin in Blooming Grove during 
the winter of 1824, so frozen he had to be helped off 
his horse by the new settler, John Hendrix. He was 
placed on the floor to thaw out, and when sufficiently 
warmed, questioned Hendrix and his wife about 
their salvation. Being assured they were converted, 
and anticipating the arrival of more settlers, Walker 
named Hendrix class leader and promised to return 
and hold preaching.

Supervising the work of the Church were the 
presiding elders, who traveled to each of their cir-
cuits four times a year to hold quarterly meetings or 
conferences. At these week-end meetings the elder 
would hold business meetings, try cases and appeals, 
examine and license preachers, exhorters and class 
leaders, administer the sacraments, see that the Dis-
ciplinary rules of the Church were carried out, and 
above all, to preach.  “The pastor reported the work 
of the quarter, which was really the recounting of his 
adventures of the past three months, and every one’s 
heart was stirred and gladdened as he told of the 
number of souls that had been converted to God and 
the transformation that had been wrought in their 
lives. The pastor was followed in his reports by the 
local preachers, and mighty men of God were some 
of these.” (Chapman, 100th Anniversary Program)

The presiding elders frequently had exciting 
experiences on their travels to and from quarterly 
meetings. In the spring of 1845, Richard Haney 
started from Peoria on horseback for a quarterly 
meeting at Preemption, about 22 miles from Rock Is-
land. Rain had fallen steadily all day and it was near 
nightfall when he reached the bridge that spanned 
the Edwards River. Just before crossing it, he and his 
horse were struck by lightning, the stirrup under 
his left foot was melted and how he and his horse 
escaped death seemed little short of a miracle. 

While the first generation of preachers were the 
pathfinders, preaching wherever they could find a 
place to do so, organizing classes and churches, the 
second generation consolidated these gains and built 
institutions. The center of attention shifted from the 
circuit rider to a local church and its program. Cir-
cuits were reduced in size from 20 or more preaching 
places to a station or a much smaller circuit. Log 
cabin churches were replaced by frame build-
ings, and later by brick churches; building and 
maintaining churches and parsonages required 
much money, time and effort.

As class meetings declined, they were 
replaced by Sunday schools, youth and 
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women’s organizations, socials and picnics, and year-
ly “protracted meetings” or revivals. The need for 
young people to be educated prompted the growth 
of academies and colleges, nearly every circuit trying 
to have an academy and many attempting to start 
colleges. 

The lives of the preachers changed in the second 
generation. The prejudice against married preach-
ers diminished, and churches began providing 
parsonages.  Support for preachers changed from a 
flat amount to salaries varying from one church to 
another, no longer, if they were fortunate enough to 
receive all their pay, were they  required to refund 
any income over a certain amount for the benefit of 
their less fortunate brethren. In the early days the 
limit was $64, giving rise to the phrase, “Sixty-four 
and no more.”  Travel became less onerous, with 
the improvement of roads and the development of 
railroads. After 1855, preachers began attending 
seminary, Garrett Biblical Institute in Evanston 
being one of the first. Preachers, at least in the town 
churches, were expected to be refined and eloquent 
speakers.

Annual Conference remained the highlight 
of the year, and was looked forward to by the 
preachers.  There was spirited singing and spiritual 
refreshment, the preachers swapping stories, trad-
ing horses and buying books. The reunion with co-
workers not seen for a year was eagerly anticipated. 
Conference was a place where the preachers had 
their characters passed, formed their opinions of 
the preaching of the prominent men, and learned 
their fate for the coming year as the appointments 
were read.

William T. Beadles, who would later become 
one of the leading preachers, was received on trial 
in 1874, and in describing his first conference said:  
“I would stand by and listen to the preachers talk 
and while I thought that certainly the talk would 
be of a religious nature I soon found that it dwelt 
on the making of appointments and ‘who would 
go where.’   In listening I found that a good many 
were talking of the ‘RING’ which they said existed 
in the Conference, and I was not long in finding 
out that the ‘Ring’ in their judgment was made up 
of four men:  Revs. Hiram Buck, W. S. Prentice, 
Jesse Moore and J. L. Crane.” (William Beadles’ 
Diary, 14)

Two of these four most powerful men in 
the Conference were the heroes of Hiram Buck 
Prentice, the man who founded this series of 
sermons:  his father, William S. Prentice, and his 
father’s close friend, Hiram Buck, for whom he 
was named. 

Hiram Buck was born in Steuben County, 
New York, converted in 1836, and became a 
member of the Illinois Conference in 1843, fol-
lowed by a ministry of 49 years. During this time 
he was instrumental in the organization of no 
less than a hundred Methodist churches, a record 
not surpassed by any other early leader. From the 
very first he was recognized in the Conference as 
a man of great ability and with an outstanding 
and attractive personality, for he was appointed 
a presiding elder at the age of 33, and served 23 
years. 

It is said that Buck’s “mental structure was 
cast in the molds of the ‘Old Masters,’ and any 
deviation therefrom on the part of more recent 
thinkers ‘vexed his righteous soul,’ and yet 
withal he retained his mental flexibility and 
expansive intellectual capacity to the end of 
his life…” (“Memoir,” in Illinois Conference 
Journal, 1892, 67)

“But perhaps Dr. Buck is best remembered as a 
friend and benefactor of Christian education, and 
especially of Illinois Wesleyan. He was one of the 
special committee of four appointed by the trust-
ees to seek the adoption of that institution by the 
Conference in 1856. …  He spent the year 1863 as 
a special financial agent of Illinois Female College, 
now MacMurray, and the three years 1869-1872 in 
this capacity for Illinois Wesleyan which awarded 
him the Doctor of Divinity degree.    In the estima-
tion of IWU President William H. Wilder, …  he 
was ‘the real founder of Illinois Wesleyan.’  Be that 
as it may it is very doubtful if this university would 
have survived without his generous financial gifts,” 
(Historical Messenger, April-June, 1972)  which 
were quite large for the time.

William S. Prentice, a descendant of Captain 
Thomas Prentice, who settled in Massachusetts in 
1650, was born in 1819 in St. Clair County, Illinois.  
After getting the best education available in his day, 
he was appointed clerk of the Government Land 
Office at Vandalia, then the state capital. Following 
several government positions, his friend, Stephen 
A. Douglas, secured him an appointment in Wash-
ington, D. C.  After returning to Illinois, he was 
converted at Shelbyville, entered the ministry in 
1849, and soon rose to prominence, not only in the 
Conference, but in the general church as well. Of 
him it was said:  “He had the art of influencing and 
controlling men in the affairs of the Church devel-
oped to a larger degree than any other man I have 
known, and yet was seldom heard on the conference 
floor, … I think all who knew him will readily con-
cede that he was the greatest Presiding Elder in the 
history of the Illinois conference.”  “He was a very 
superior preacher. There was no cant about him, 
no stage effect, no attempt at display, but there was 
clearness of statement, logical development of his 
subject, and a copiousness of illustration that made 
him really a preacher of superior power.” (Illinois 
Conference Journal 1887, 57)

Prentice “was a thorough Methodist, not only by 
education but by conviction, believing and loving 
the doctrine and polity of the M. E. Church, and 
was true and loyal to all her interests. He loved the 
Illinois Conference, and his last message was: ‘Tell 
the Brethren I love them all.’” (Illinois Conference 
Journal, 1887, 58)  “From the earliest days of the 
Illinois Wesleyan University he was one of its wisest 
counselors and truest friends,“ and was also awarded 
the Doctor of Divinity degree. (Historical Sketch and 
Alumni Record, 54)  

The other two members of the “ring,” the four 
outstanding leaders of the Illinois Conference in the 
second generation, are noted for quite different char-
acteristics. Jesse H. Moore, whose father was a Revo-
lutionary War solider, was born in St Clair County, 
graduated from McKendree College, and joined the 
Illinois Conference in 1846. After a decade teach-
ing at McKendree, he entered the pastorate where 
he remained until 1861, when he began a military 
career, organizing “the Second Preachers’ Regiment,” 
made up of preachers from many denominations, as 
the first was filled by Methodists. His regiment was 
badly ”cut up” in the Battle of Chickamauga, one of 
the bloodiest of the Civil War, resulting in a defeat 
by the Confederates.  He was promoted to Brigadier 
General “for gallant and meritorious conduct on the 
field of battle,” having two horses shot from under 
him. He was also involved in all the battles of the At-
lanta Campaign, and in the Franklin and Nashville 
battles. Following the war he returned to Illinois and 
served as a presiding elder and in several political 
positions:  two terms in Congress, Postmaster at 

Springfield, and the U. S. Consul in Peru, where he 
died in 1883 while in service there.

The final member of the “Ring,” James L. Crane, 
was a most colorful character. After joining the 
Conference in 1846, he served charges and was a 
presiding elder. After a short time in U. S. Grant’s 
21st Illinois Infantry Regiment, he returned to 
preaching, which he continued until his death in 
1879. A noted literary person, he wrote a novel 
about early preacher life, and made frequent con-
tributions to the Northwestern Christian Advocate. 
One of these was called “The Dignified Preacher,” in 
which he wrote:  “True ministerial dignity is nature 
and art sanctified, and imbued with the spirit of the 
gospel. He feels the power and glory of the subject 
himself, and … is the solid, living embodiment and 
manifestation of the truth he utters.” (Northwestern 
Christian Advocate, May 12, 1858) 

While liberalizing tendencies were beginning 
to appear in the church, Crane would have none of 
them. Leaton said that he was “Thoroughly evan-
gelical and Methodistic, preached a pure gospel, 
and had but little sympathy with what is known as 
“liberal views,” advanced thought, and ”broad gauge 
theology.” (Leaton, Methodism in Illinois, 3, 211)

Conditions were much improved for the second 
generation, but some of the thrills of earlier times 
remained. While going from Springfield in 1867 to 
hold a quarterly conference, Crane was able to take 
a train to Nilwood, but then had to get to the place 
of meeting eight miles in the country. They started 
in a home-made sleigh, but “great snowballs formed 
on the horse’s feet so that often one or two of his legs 
is six inches longer than the others, giving a very 
undignified and awkward style to his locomotion.”  
The creek they had to cross was swollen, and as they 
neared it they hit a hidden stump and were thrown 
out of the sleigh as it overturned. It was clear no one 
had attempted to cross since the water had risen. As 
they debated whether to go on, one suggested they 
go back as no one would be expecting them,  “but 
backing out is something that traveling preachers 
are but little accustomed to.”  The presiding elder 
made his way upstream until he came to a tree fallen 
across the river, with much difficulty making his way 
to the other side, and then walked back to the cross-
ing ford, and called for the others to come across.  
Upon crossing, they lost the trail, but after passing 
through several gates and fields, arrived at the school 
house where the quarterly meeting was to be held. 
(Northwestern Christian Advocate, March 13, 1867)

Although there were many changes in the 
ministry through these two generations, the preach-
ers remained true to the message of the Gospel, as 
understood by Methodism. What James Leaton said 
about John T. Mitchell was true of them all:  “He 
embraced with his whole soul the theology of Wes-
ley, and never wavered in the conviction that it was 
more a transcript of the teachings of Christ than any 
other system of doctrine held among men.” (Meth-
odism in Illinois, 398)  The pioneers fought many 
battles with Calvinists, Universalists, immersionists, 
Mormons, and others, while preaching the Good 
News was always their great love. They followed the 
words of the Psalmist who instructed his hearers 
to “laud [God’s] work from one generation to the 
next.” (Psalm 145:4)  So they continued the work of 
the founders of Methodism in America, who took as 
their task the challenge of John Wesley, “to reform 
the continent, and to spread scriptural holiness 
over these lands.”

(Editor’s note: The Historical Messenger is a publication of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference Historical Society and is published four 
times a year in The Current. The article on these two pages is the text of a message presented by Conference Historian, the Rev. Richard 
Chrisman as the Prentice Memorial Sermon on April 26, 2014, at the Petersburg UMC.
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*Churches reflecting contributions of 50% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

– Bunny Wolfe
IGRC Coordinator of Missions & Outreach

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

CACHE RIVER DISTRICT 
Anna UMC  $4,240  41.67%  $2,530  41.67%  $6,770  41.67%
Belknap UMC  $576  50.00%  $348  50.00%  $924  50.00%
West Eden UMC  $390  50.00%  $234  50.00%  $624  50.00%
Benton First UMC  $1,228  8.33%  $734  8.33%  $1,962  8.33%
Big Prairie UMC  $320  18.51%  $196  19.00%  $516  18.70%
Maunie UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Concord UMC  $527  37.55%  $210  25.00%  $737  32.85%
Cache Chapel UMC  $876  50.00%  $528  50.00%  $1,404  50.00%
Cairo Tigert Memorial UMC  $1,302  50.00%  $780  50.00%  $2,082  50.00%
Mounds UMC  $1,056  50.00%  $630  50.00%  $1,686  50.00%
Carbondale First UMC  $23,106  50.00%  $13,800  50.00%  $36,906  50.00%
Carbondale Grace UMC  $8,394  50.00%  $5,016  50.00%  $13,410  50.00%
Carmi Emmanuel UMC  $6,096  50.00%  $3,642  50.00%  $9,738  50.00%
Carmi First UMC  $7,632  50.00%  $4,560  50.00%  $12,192  50.00%
Carrier Mills UMC  $2,574  25.00%  $1,539  25.00%  $4,113  25.00%
Carterville UMC  $7,584  50.00%  $4,530  50.00%  $12,114  50.00%
Cedar Grove UMC  $2,472  50.00%  $1,476  50.00%  $3,948  50.00%
Pittsburg UMC  $324  50.00%  $192  50.00%  $516  50.00%
Cypress UMC  $780  50.00%  $462  50.00%  $1,242  50.00%
Center UMC  $240  50.00%  $144  50.00%  $384  50.00%
Luther's Chapel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Colp UMC  $822  50.00%  $492  50.00%  $1,314  50.00%
Crab Orchard UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Cross Road UMC  $2,928  50.00%  $1,746  50.00%  $4,674  50.00%
Crossville UMC  $2,478  50.00%  $1,482  50.00%  $3,960  50.00%
McHenry UMC  $2,046  50.00%  $1,224  50.00%  $3,270  50.00%
Dahlgren UMC  $685  41.67%  $410  41.67%  $1,095  41.67%
Macedonia UMC  $624  50.00%  $372  50.00%  $996  50.00%
Dale UMC  $330  50.00%  $198  50.00%  $528  50.00%
Webb's Chapel UMC  $414  50.00%  $246  50.00%  $660  50.00%
DeSoto UMC  $1,332  50.00%  $792  50.00%  $2,124  50.00%
Vergennes Wesley UMC  $966  50.00%  $576  50.00%  $1,542  50.00%
Hallidayboro UMC  $1,212  100.00%  $720  100.00%  $1,932  100.00%
DuQuoin UMC  $472  3.14%  $472  5.26%  $943  3.93%
Eldorado UMC  $1,629  14.63%  $1,690  25.42%  $3,319  18.66%
Raleigh UMC  $672  50.00%  $402  50.00%  $1,074  50.00%
Elkville UMC  $714  50.00%  $426  50.00%  $1,140  50.00%
Enfield UMC  $1,506  50.00%  $900  50.00%  $2,406  50.00%
Wesley Chapel UMC  $972  50.00%  $582  50.00%  $1,554  50.00%
Equality UMC  $1,270  41.67%  $760  41.67%  $2,030  41.67%
Wesley Chapel UMC  $1,362  50.00%  $816  50.00%  $2,178  50.00%
Ridgway UMC  $834  50.00%  $498  50.00%  $1,332  50.00%
Fountain UMC  $948  50.00%  $570  50.00%  $1,518  50.00%
Galatia UMC  $990  50.00%  $594  50.00%  $1,584  50.00%
Glendale UMC  $2,382  50.00%  $1,422  50.00%  $3,804  50.00%
Eddyville UMC  $1,014  50.00%  $606  50.00%  $1,620  50.00%
Golconda UMC  $1,902  50.00%  $1,134  50.00%  $3,036  50.00%
Cave In Rock UMC  $744  50.00%  $444  50.00%  $1,188  50.00%
Elizabethtown UMC  $-    0.00%  $360  100.00%  $360  37.50%
Goreville UMC  $3,120  35.28%  $1,880  35.61%  $5,000  35.40%
Creal Springs UMC  $1,764  50.00%  $1,050  50.00%  $2,814  50.00%
Grand Tower UMC  $690  50.00%  $414  50.00%  $1,104  50.00%
Wolf Lake UMC  $876  50.00%  $522  50.00%  $1,398  50.00%
Ware UMC  $678  50.00%  $402  50.00%  $1,080  50.00%
West Frankfort Antioch UMC  $1,440  50.00%  $858  50.00%  $2,298  50.00%
West Frankfort Central UMC  $894  50.00%  $534  50.00%  $1,428  50.00%
West Frankfort First UMC  $948  50.00%  $564  50.00%  $1,512  50.00%
Greenwood UMC  $1,416  50.00%  $846  50.00%  $2,262  50.00%
Harrisburg First UMC  $9,666  50.00%  $5,772  50.00%  $15,438  50.00%
Herrin UMC  $1,128  6.78%  $672  6.76%  $1,800  6.78%
Energy UMC  $930  50.00%  $558  50.00%  $1,488  50.00%
Johnston City UMC  $1,534  16.67%  $916  16.67%  $2,450  16.67%
Stiritz UMC  $1,512  50.00%  $906  50.00%  $2,418  50.00%
Jonesboro UMC  $966  50.00%  $576  50.00%  $1,542  50.00%
Walnut Grove UMC  $730  41.67%  $435  41.67%  $1,165  41.67%
Joppa UMC  $924  50.00%  $552  50.00%  $1,476  50.00%
Oak Grove UMC  $468  33.33%  $280  33.33%  $748  33.33%
Karnak UMC  $3,535  58.33%  $2,107  58.33%  $5,642  58.33%
Powers UMC  $1,644  50.00%  $984  50.00%  $2,628  50.00%
Marion Aldersgate UMC  $30,624  50.00%  $18,288  50.00%  $48,912  50.00%
Marion First UMC  $5,463  25.00%  $3,261  25.00%  $8,724  25.00%
McLeansboro First UMC  $5,546  40.97%  $3,325  41.17%  $8,871  41.05%
Metropolis UMC  $11,386  35.00%  $5,813  29.92%  $17,199  33.10%
Mount Moriah UMC  $552  50.00%  $330  50.00%  $882  50.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $390  41.67%  $235  41.67%  $625  41.67%
Murphysboro UMC  $10,955  41.67%  $6,540  41.67%  $17,495  41.67%
New Burnside UMC  $624  50.00%  $372  50.00%  $996  50.00%
Taylor UMC  $936  50.00%  $558  50.00%  $1,494  50.00%
Norris City UMC  $4,440  50.00%  $2,652  50.00%  $7,092  50.00%
Shiloh UMC  $732  50.00%  $438  50.00%  $1,170  50.00%
Ohio Chapel UMC  $1,100  31.71%  $663  31.91%  $1,762  31.78%
Olive Branch UMC  $1,092  50.00%  $654  50.00%  $1,746  50.00%
Olmsted UMC  $762  50.00%  $456  50.00%  $1,218  50.00%
Pinckneyville UMC  $5,660  33.33%  $3,380  33.33%  $9,040  33.33%
Rosiclare UMC  $1,344  50.00%  $804  50.00%  $2,148  50.00%
Sesser UMC  $3,966  50.00%  $2,364  50.00%  $6,330  50.00%
Valier UMC  $1,128  50.00%  $678  50.00%  $1,806  50.00%
Shawneetown Emmanuel UMC  $798  50.00%  $474  50.00%  $1,272  50.00%
Sunfield UMC  $4,764  50.00%  $2,844  50.00%  $7,608  50.00%
Tamms UMC  $1,164  50.00%  $696  50.00%  $1,860  50.00%
Tate's Chapel UMC  $1,536  50.00%  $918  50.00%  $2,454  50.00%
Broughton UMC  $744  100.00%  $444  100.00%  $1,188  100.00%
Vergennes Faith UMC  $590  16.67%  $352  16.67%  $942  16.67%
Vienna UMC  $7,944  50.00%  $4,740  50.00%  $12,684  50.00%
West Frankfort Trinity UMC  $13,080  50.00%  $7,812  50.00%  $20,892  50.00%
Zeigler UMC  $888  50.00%  $534  50.00%  $1,422  50.00%
Royalton UMC  $822  50.00%  $492  50.00%  $1,314  50.00%
Zion UMC  $1,284  50.00%  $768  50.00%  $2,052  50.00%

Cache River District Total  $256,141  41.32%  $153,197  41.38%  $409,338  41.34%

EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT 
Asbury UMC  $432  50.00%  $258  50.00%  $690  50.00%
Dexter UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Funkhouser UMC  $324  50.00%  $192  50.00%  $516  50.00%
Salem UMC  $40  8.33%  $24  8.33%  $64  8.33%
Altamont First UMC  $3,884  33.33%  $2,320  33.33%  $6,204  33.33%
Beecher City UMC  $2,298  50.00%  $1,374  50.00%  $3,672  50.00%
Shumway UMC  $1,896  50.00%  $1,134  50.00%  $3,030  50.00%
Brownstown UMC  $1,134  50.00%  $678  50.00%  $1,812  50.00%
Emmanuel UMC  $714  50.00%  $426  50.00%  $1,140  50.00%
Casey UMC  $5,844  25.00%  $3,489  25.00%  $9,333  25.00%
Charleston Otterbein UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Charleston Wesley UMC  $16,180  41.67%  $9,660  41.67%  $25,840  41.67%
Chrisman UMC  $3,264  50.00%  $1,950  50.00%  $5,214  50.00%
Hume UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Cowden UMC  $1,950  50.00%  $1,164  50.00%  $3,114  50.00%
Lakewood UMC  $1,710  50.00%  $1,020  50.00%  $2,730  50.00%
Dogwood Prairie UMC  $2,310  41.67%  $1,380  41.67%  $3,690  41.67%
Seed Chapel UMC  $1,452  50.00%  $870  50.00%  $2,322  50.00%
Effingham Centenary UMC  $17,142  50.00%  $10,236  50.00%  $27,378  50.00%
Falmouth UMC  $896  33.33%  $536  33.33%  $1,432  33.33%
Stewardson UMC  $2,118  50.00%  $1,266  50.00%  $3,384  50.00%
Mode UMC  $900  50.00%  $534  50.00%  $1,434  50.00%
Strasburg UMC  $3,708  100.00%  $2,208  100.00%  $5,916  100.00%
Washington UMC  $785  41.67%  $470  41.67%  $1,255  41.67%
Gaskill UMC  $570  50.00%  $342  50.00%  $912  50.00%
Flat Rock UMC  $2,214  50.00%  $1,320  50.00%  $3,534  50.00%
Greenup UMC  $1,680  50.00%  $1,002  50.00%  $2,682  50.00%
Cottonwood UMC  $852  50.00%  $510  50.00%  $1,362  50.00%
Harmon UMC  $740  41.67%  $440  41.67%  $1,180  41.67%
Harvest UMC  $2,460  100.00%  $1,476  100.00%  $3,936  100.00%
Humboldt UMC  $1,194  50.00%  $714  50.00%  $1,908  50.00%
Kansas UMC  $2,250  50.00%  $1,344  50.00%  $3,594  50.00%
Kedron UMC  $966  50.00%  $576  50.00%  $1,542  50.00%
Kirk Chapel UMC  $237  25.00%  $141  25.00%  $378  25.00%
Lerna UMC  $456  50.00%  $276  50.00%  $732  50.00%
Brick UMC  $1,056  50.00%  $630  50.00%  $1,686  50.00%
Marshall Asbury UMC  $276  33.33%  $168  33.33%  $444  33.33%
Marshall First UMC  $12,558  50.00%  $7,500  50.00%  $20,058  50.00%
Marshall Armstrong UMC  $4,692  50.00%  $2,802  50.00%  $7,494  50.00%
Marshall Emmanuel UMC  $2,244  50.00%  $1,338  50.00%  $3,582  50.00%
Zion UMC  $2,004  50.00%  $1,194  50.00%  $3,198  50.00%
Marshall Trinity UMC  $2,232  33.33%  $1,332  33.33%  $3,564  33.33%
Dunlap UMC  $810  50.00%  $486  50.00%  $1,296  50.00%
Patton UMC  $1,218  50.00%  $726  50.00%  $1,944  50.00%
Martinsville UMC  $2,130  50.00%  $1,272  50.00%  $3,402  50.00%
Mattoon First UMC  $18,480  50.00%  $11,034  50.00%  $29,514  50.00%
Coffeen UMC  $935  41.67%  $560  41.67%  $1,495  41.67%
Fillmore UMC  $63  3.70%  $37  3.63%  $100  3.67%
Hillsboro UMC  $3,520  41.67%  $2,100  41.67%  $5,620  41.67%
Irving UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Witt UMC  $1,362  50.00%  $816  50.00%  $2,178  50.00%
Montrose UMC  $606  50.00%  $360  50.00%  $966  50.00%
Neoga Grace UMC  $4,866  50.00%  $2,904  50.00%  $7,770  50.00%
Etna UMC  $375  25.00%  $225  25.00%  $600  25.00%
Newton Grace UMC  $2,616  25.00%  $1,563  25.00%  $4,179  25.00%
Nokomis UMC  $4,500  50.00%  $2,688  50.00%  $7,188  50.00%
Oakland UMC  $1,405  41.67%  $840  41.67%  $2,245  41.67%
Westfield UMC  $2,850  50.00%  $1,698  50.00%  $4,548  50.00%
Oak Ridge UMC  $474  50.00%  $282  50.00%  $756  50.00%
Oblong Central UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Oblong Evangelical UMC  $5,556  50.00%  $3,318  50.00%  $8,874  50.00%
Oliver UMC  $912  50.00%  $546  50.00%  $1,458  50.00%
Palestine First UMC  $168  4.97%  $102  5.04%  $270  5.00%
Palestine Grace UMC  $798  50.00%  $474  50.00%  $1,272  50.00%
Paris First UMC  $9,864  50.00%  $5,886  50.00%  $15,750  50.00%
Paris Otterbein UMC  $3,230  41.67%  $1,930  41.67%  $5,160  41.67%
Vermilion UMC  $1,536  50.00%  $918  50.00%  $2,454  50.00%
Pearl Chapel UMC  $1,320  50.00%  $786  50.00%  $2,106  50.00%
Pleasant Valley UMC  $468  50.00%  $276  50.00%  $744  50.00%
Robinson First UMC  $440  1.62%  $425  2.63%  $865  2.00%
Robinson Otterbein UMC  $431  4.39%  $260  4.42%  $690  4.40%
Hutsonville UMC  $1,368  50.00%  $816  50.00%  $2,184  50.00%
Fairview UMC  $410  41.67%  $245  41.67%  $655  41.67%
Trinity Chapel UMC  $984  50.00%  $588  50.00%  $1,572  50.00%
Saint Elmo First UMC  $2,886  50.00%  $1,722  50.00%  $4,608  50.00%
Salem UMC  $1,434  50.00%  $858  50.00%  $2,292  50.00%
Toledo UMC  $1,536  50.00%  $918  50.00%  $2,454  50.00%
Scottland UMC  $376  33.33%  $224  33.33%  $600  33.33%
Clay's Prairie UMC  $594  50.00%  $354  50.00%  $948  50.00%
Grandview UMC  $594  50.00%  $354  50.00%  $948  50.00%
Fourth Street UMC  $684  33.33%  $408  33.33%  $1,092  33.33%
Wesley Chapel UMC  $678  50.00%  $402  50.00%  $1,080  50.00%
Shelbyville First UMC  $7,596  33.33%  $4,536  33.33%  $12,132  33.33%
Sugar Grove UMC  $1,398  50.00%  $834  50.00%  $2,232  50.00%
Tower Hill UMC  $1,662  50.00%  $990  50.00%  $2,652  50.00%
Herrick UMC  $1,938  50.00%  $1,158  50.00%  $3,096  50.00%
Vandalia Haley Chapel UMC  $1,176  50.00%  $702  50.00%  $1,878  50.00%
Mount Carmel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Vandalia Luster Chapel UMC  $276  50.00%  $168  50.00%  $444  50.00%
Watson UMC  $1,806  50.00%  $1,080  50.00%  $2,886  50.00%
West Liberty UMC  $642  50.00%  $384  50.00%  $1,026  50.00%
Willow Hill UMC  $1,242  50.00%  $744  50.00%  $1,986  50.00%
Windsor UMC  $2,674  58.33%  $1,596  58.33%  $4,270  58.33%
Woodbury UMC  $1,374  50.00%  $822  50.00%  $2,196  50.00%
Zion UMC  $726  50.00%  $432  50.00%  $1,158  50.00%

Embarras River District Total  $212,649  40.18%  $127,140  40.23%  $339,789  40.20%
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ILLINOIS RIVER DISTRICT
Zion Hill UMC  $1,230  50.00%  $738  50.00%  $1,968  50.00%
Bartonville UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Kingston Mines UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Blue Ridge UMC  $804  50.00%  $480  50.00%  $1,284  50.00%
Bradford Leet Memorial UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Boyd's Grove UMC  $1,500  50.00%  $900  50.00%  $2,400  50.00%
Brimfield UMC  $905  41.67%  $540  41.67%  $1,445  41.67%
Canton South Park UMC  $1,200  33.33%  $716  33.33%  $1,916  33.33%
Shields' Chapel UMC  $2,724  50.00%  $1,626  50.00%  $4,350  50.00%
Canton Wesley UMC  $19,235  41.67%  $11,485  41.67%  $30,720  41.67%
Chillicothe First UMC  $6,118  27.44%  $3,490  26.20%  $9,608  26.98%
Crossroads UMC  $10,208  12.50%  $24,384  50.00%  $34,592  26.52%
Cuba UMC  $1,443  25.00%  $861  25.00%  $2,304  25.00%
London Mills UMC  $2,496  50.00%  $1,488  50.00%  $3,984  50.00%
Dayspring UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Deer Creek UMC  $1,152  50.00%  $690  50.00%  $1,842  50.00%
Delavan UMC  $5,650  41.67%  $3,375  41.67%  $9,025  41.67%
Dunlap Prospect UMC  $10,296  50.00%  $6,150  50.00%  $16,446  50.00%
East Peoria Faith UMC  $1,794  50.00%  $1,074  50.00%  $2,868  50.00%
East Peoria First UMC  $10,638  50.00%  $6,354  50.00%  $16,992  50.00%
Edwards UMC  $1,632  100.00%  $984  100.00%  $2,616  100.00%
Eureka UMC  $6,910  41.67%  $4,130  41.67%  $11,040  41.67%
Farmington UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Glasford UMC  $960  10.62%  $640  11.85%  $1,600  11.08%
Green Valley First UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Hopedale UMC  $716  16.67%  $428  16.67%  $1,144  16.67%
Hanna City UMC  $3,180  50.00%  $1,902  50.00%  $5,082  50.00%
Trivoli UMC  $2,898  50.00%  $1,728  50.00%  $4,626  50.00%
Henry UMC  $2,335  33.32%  $1,474  35.19%  $3,809  34.02%
Washburn UMC  $620  14.43%  $600  23.36%  $1,220  17.77%
Kewanee First UMC  $11,088  50.00%  $6,624  50.00%  $17,712  50.00%
Lacon Sparland UMC  $536  8.33%  $320  8.33%  $856  8.33%
Varna UMC  $2,280  50.00%  $1,362  50.00%  $3,642  50.00%
LaFayette UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
West Jersey UMC  $882  50.00%  $528  50.00%  $1,410  50.00%
Laura UMC  $1,986  50.00%  $1,188  50.00%  $3,174  50.00%
Monica UMC  $750  41.67%  $445  41.67%  $1,195  41.67%
Lewistown UMC  $5,844  50.00%  $3,492  50.00%  $9,336  50.00%
Mackinaw UMC  $7,445  41.67%  $4,445  41.67%  $11,890  41.67%
Manito UMC  $4,638  50.00%  $2,772  50.00%  $7,410  50.00%
Maples Mill UMC  $2,112  50.00%  $1,260  50.00%  $3,372  50.00%
Morton UMC  $26,292  50.00%  $15,702  50.00%  $41,994  50.00%
Mossville UMC  $1,000  6.50%  $-    0.00%  $1,000  4.07%
Mount Pleasant UMC  $870  50.00%  $522  50.00%  $1,392  50.00%
Norris UMC  $528  50.00%  $318  50.00%  $846  50.00%
Providence Chapel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Pekin First UMC  $20,706  48.08%  $12,363  48.08%  $33,069  48.08%
Pekin Grace UMC  $14,840  41.67%  $8,865  41.67%  $23,705  41.67%
Peoria Bethel UMC  $10,476  50.00%  $6,258  50.00%  $16,734  50.00%
Peoria Bradley Epworth UMC  $18,882  50.00%  $11,274  50.00%  $30,156  50.00%
Peoria First UMC  $47,928  50.00%  $28,620  50.00%  $76,548  50.00%
Peoria Forrest Hill UMC  $7,650  50.00%  $4,566  50.00%  $12,216  50.00%
Peoria Madison Avenue UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Peoria Northwest UMC  $5,310  34.98%  $3,173  34.98%  $8,483  34.98%
Peoria University UMC  $13,278  50.00%  $7,932  50.00%  $21,210  50.00%
Princeville UMC  $8,124  50.00%  $4,848  50.00%  $12,972  50.00%
RiversEdge UMC  $1,684  14.58%  $1,006  14.58%  $2,690  14.58%
Saint David UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Bryant UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Sheffield UMC  $1,095  41.67%  $655  41.67%  $1,750  41.67%
Smithfield Brock UMC  $446  16.67%  $266  16.67%  $712  16.67%
Locust Lane UMC  $924  50.00%  $552  50.00%  $1,476  50.00%
Texas UMC  $375  41.67%  $225  41.67%  $600  41.67%
Tiskilwa Community Church UM/AB  $1,000  72.46%  $-    0.00%  $1,000  45.29%
Toulon UMC  $4,735  41.67%  $2,830  41.67%  $7,565  41.67%
Tremont UMC  $7,481  31.49%  $5,086  35.86%  $12,567  33.12%
Washington Evangelical UMC  $8,286  50.00%  $4,950  50.00%  $13,236  50.00%
White Chapel UMC  $1,965  41.67%  $1,175  41.67%  $3,140  41.67%
Monterey UMC  $1,116  50.00%  $666  50.00%  $1,782  50.00%
Willow Hill UMC  $13,632  50.00%  $8,142  50.00%  $21,774  50.00%
Wyoming UMC  $100  1.73%  $100  2.89%  $200  2.16%
Neponset UMC  $100  3.18%  $-    0.00%  $100  1.99%
Zion Evangelical UMC  $933  25.00%  $558  25.00%  $1,491  25.00%

Illinois River District Total  $353,960  38.30%  $229,326  41.55%  $583,285  39.51%

IROQUOIS RIVER DISTRICT
Allerton UMC  $972  50.00%  $582  50.00%  $1,554  50.00% 
Arcola UMC  $8,124  50.00%  $4,848  50.00%  $12,972  50.00%
Arthur UMC  $7,164  50.00%  $4,278  50.00%  $11,442  50.00%
Batestown UMC  $1,302  50.00%  $774  50.00%  $2,076  50.00%
Union Corner UMC  $1,152  50.00%  $690  50.00%  $1,842  50.00%
Bellflower UMC  $1,090  41.67%  $650  41.67%  $1,740  41.67%
Bement UMC  $3,174  50.00%  $1,896  50.00%  $5,070  50.00%
Bondville UMC  $1,698  50.00%  $1,014  50.00%  $2,712  50.00%
Catlin UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Centerville UMC  $2,280  50.00%  $1,362  50.00%  $3,642  50.00%
Seymour UMC  $816  50.00%  $486  50.00%  $1,302  50.00%
White Heath UMC  $702  50.00%  $420  50.00%  $1,122  50.00%
Champaign Faith UMC  $21,200  41.67%  $12,660  41.67%  $33,860  41.67%
Champaign First UMC  $30,570  50.00%  $18,258  50.00%  $48,828  50.00%
Champaign New Horizon UMC  $32,676  50.00%  $19,512  50.00%  $52,188  50.00%
Cissna Park UMC  $1,602  50.00%  $954  50.00%  $2,556  50.00%
Rankin UMC  $1,398  50.00%  $834  50.00%  $2,232  50.00%
Collison UMC  $840  50.00%  $504  50.00%  $1,344  50.00%
Countryside UMC  $3,256  33.33%  $1,944  33.33%  $5,200  33.00%
Tolono UMC  $3,700  41.67%  $2,210  41.67%  $5,910  41.67%
Danville Bowman Avenue UMC  $1,902  50.00%  $1,134  50.00%  $3,036  50.00%
Danville Farmers Chapel UMC  $1,974  50.00%  $1,182  50.00%  $3,156  50.00%

Danville First UMC  $4,674 50.00%  $2,790 50.00%  $7,464 50.00%
Danville Saint James UMC  $26,418  50.00%  $15,774  50.00%  $42,192  50.00%
Donovan UMC  $2,172  50.00%  $1,296  50.00%  $3,468  50.00%
Crescent City UMC  $1,380  50.00%  $828  50.00%  $2,208  50.00%
Fairmount UMC  $1,200  50.00%  $714  50.00%  $1,914  50.00%
Fairview UMC  $648  50.00%  $390  50.00%  $1,038  50.00%
Georgetown UMC  $1,560  50.00%  $936  50.00%  $2,496  50.00%
Farmer City UMC  $4,134  50.00%  $2,472  50.00%  $6,606  50.00%
Weedman UMC  $1,602  50.00%  $954  50.00%  $2,556  50.00%
Fisher UMC  $3,606  50.00%  $2,154  50.00%  $5,760  50.00%
Fithian UMC  $3,240  50.00%  $1,932  50.00%  $5,172  50.00%
Oakwood UMC  $3,372  50.00%  $2,010  50.00%  $5,382  50.00%
Hebron UMC  $846  50.00%  $504  50.00%  $1,350  50.00%
Gibson City UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Mount Vernon UMC  $2,112  50.00%  $1,260  50.00%  $3,372  50.00%
Gifford UMC  $930  50.00%  $552  50.00%  $1,482  50.00%
Gilman UMC  $1,955  24.65%  $1,151  24.28%  $3,106  24.51%
Ashkum UMC  $1,866  50.00%  $1,110  50.00%  $2,976  50.00%
Hindsboro UMC  $1,068  50.00%  $491  38.60%  $1,559  45.75%
Homer UMC  $5,394  50.00%  $3,222  50.00%  $8,616  50.00%
Hoopeston UMC  $4,956  50.00%  $2,958  50.00%  $7,914  50.00%
Wellington UMC  $1,195  41.67%  $715  41.67%  $1,910  41.67%
Iroquois UMC  $432  50.00%  $258  50.00%  $690  50.00%
Sheldon UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Loda UMC  $4,392  50.00%  $2,622  50.00%  $7,014  50.00%
Ludlow UMC  $1,746  50.00%  $1,044  50.00%  $2,790  50.00%
Mahomet UMC  $17,610  50.00%  $10,518  50.00%  $28,128  50.00%
Mansfield UMC  $5,706  50.00%  $3,408  50.00%  $9,114  50.00%
Melvin UMC  $5,184  100.00%  $3,096  100.00%  $8,280  100.00%
Middlefork UMC  $1,896  50.00%  $1,128  50.00%  $3,024  50.00%
Milford UMC  $2,292  50.00%  $1,368  50.00%  $3,660  50.00%
Stockland UMC  $990  50.00%  $588  50.00%  $1,578  50.00%
Newman UMC  $2,592  50.00%  $1,548  50.00%  $4,140  50.00%
Murdock UMC  $834  50.00%  $498  50.00%  $1,332  50.00%
Ogden UMC  $2,004  50.00%  $1,194  50.00%  $3,198  50.00%
Broadlands UMC  $1,866  50.00%  $1,110  50.00%  $2,976  50.00%
Onarga UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Piper City UMC  $999  25.00%  $697  29.19%  $1,696  26.57%
Paxton First UMC  $8,160  41.67%  $4,870  41.67%  $13,030  41.67%
Pesotum UMC  $1,135  41.67%  $680  41.67%  $1,815  41.67%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $468  50.00%  $282  50.00%  $750  50.00%
Quest UMC  $6,070  41.67%  $3,625  41.67%  $9,695  41.67%
Rantoul First UMC  $6,832  34.34%  $4,110  34.60%  $10,942  34.43%
Ridge Farm UMC  $920  41.67%  $550  41.67%  $1,470  41.67%
Indianola UMC  $894  50.00%  $534  50.00%  $1,428  50.00%
Roberts UMC  $858  50.00%  $510  50.00%  $1,368  50.00%
Thawville UMC  $420  41.67%  $250  41.67%  $670  41.67%
Rossville UMC  $5,196  50.00%  $3,102  50.00%  $8,298  50.00%
Bismarck UMC  $2,616  50.00%  $1,566  50.00%  $4,182  50.00%
Sadorus UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Parkville UMC  $440  41.67%  $260  41.67%  $700  41.67%
Saint Joseph UMC  $3,584  21.64%  $2,220  22.45%  $5,804  21.94%
Savoy UMC  $10,362  50.00%  $6,192  50.00%  $16,554  50.00%
Shiloh UMC  $1,752  50.00%  $1,044  50.00%  $2,796  50.00%
Sidell UMC  $5,016  50.00%  $2,994  50.00%  $8,010  50.00%
Sullivan UMC  $8,320  41.67%  $4,970  41.67%  $13,290  41.67%
Tuscola UMC  $11,034  50.00%  $6,588  50.00%  $17,622  50.00%
Urbana First UMC  $6,027  25.00%  $3,600  25.00%  $9,627  25.00%
Urbana Grace UMC  $8,004  50.00%  $4,776  50.00%  $12,780  50.00%
Urbana Wesley UMC  $6,600  33.33%  $3,940  33.33%  $10,540  33.33%
Villa Grove UMC  $8,190  50.00%  $4,890  50.00%  $13,080  50.00%
Camargo UMC  $2,892  50.00%  $1,728  50.00%  $4,620  50.00%
Watseka UMC  $992  5.00%  $592  5.00%  $1,584  5.00%
Weldon UMC  $4,356  100.00%  $2,604  100.00%  $6,960  100.00%
Woodland UMC  $792  50.00%  $474  50.00%  $1,266  50.00%

Iroquois River District Total  $362,393  42.78%  $216,433  42.79%  $578,826  42.78%
         

KASKASKIA RIVER DISTRICT         
Albion UMC  $5,262  50.00%  $3,144  50.00%  $8,406  50.00%
Bethel UMC  $1,872  50.00%  $1,116  50.00%  $2,988  50.00%
Allendale UMC  $1,278  50.00%  $762  50.00%  $2,040  50.00%
Alma UMC  $492  50.00%  $294  50.00%  $786  50.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $426  50.00%  $252  50.00%  $678  50.00%
Asbury Chapel UMC  $660  50.00%  $396  50.00%  $1,056  50.00%
Bellmont UMC  $670  41.67%  $400  41.67%  $1,070  41.67%
Ashley UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Beulah UMC  $7,332  50.00%  $4,380  50.00%  $11,712  50.00%
Bluford Otterbein UMC  $1,090  41.67%  $650  41.67%  $1,740  41.67%
Bonnie UMC  $31  1.55%  $19  1.58%  $50  1.56%
Bridgeport UMC  $5,076  50.00%  $3,030  50.00%  $8,106  50.00%
Petrolia UMC  $582  50.00%  $348  50.00%  $930  50.00%
Browns UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Calhoun UMC  $840  50.00%  $504  50.00%  $1,344  50.00%
Ebenezer UMC  $1,326  50.00%  $792  50.00%  $2,118  50.00%
Centralia First UMC  $1,247  8.33%  $1,488  16.67%  $2,735  11.45%
Irvington UMC  $930  50.00%  $558  50.00%  $1,488  50.00%
Chauncey-Landes UMC  $1,104  66.67%  $656  66.67%  $1,760  66.67%
Claremont UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Prairieton UMC  $80  20.83%  $40  17.54%  $120  19.61%
Dix UMC  $792  50.00%  $474  50.00%  $1,266  50.00%
Union Chapel UMC  $570  41.67%  $340  41.67%  $910  41.67%
Garrison Temple UMC  $588  50.00%  $354  50.00%  $942  50.00%
Enterprise UMC  $1,920  50.00%  $1,146  50.00%  $3,066  50.00%
West UMC  $1,134  50.00%  $678  50.00%  $1,812  50.00%
Fairfield Ellen Moore UMC  $3,297  58.33%  $1,967  58.33%  $5,264  58.33%
Fairfield First UMC  $10,535  41.67%  $6,290  41.67%  $16,825  41.67%
Fairview UMC  $141  24.05%  $87  24.06%  $228  24.05%
Farina UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Flora First UMC  $9,522  50.00%  $5,688  50.00%  $15,210  50.00%
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Flora Trinity UMC  $1,278  50.00%  $762  50.00%  $2,040  50.00%
Centralia Demaree UMC  $703  11.09%  $48  1.25%  $750  7.41%
Centralia Faith UMC  $2,280  50.00%  $1,362  50.00%  $3,642  50.00%
Odin UMC  $798  50.00%  $474  50.00%  $1,272  50.00%
Shattuc UMC  $1,878  50.00%  $1,122  50.00%  $3,000  50.00%
Gilead UMC  $1,080  100.00%  $648  100.00%  $1,728  100.00%
Golden Gate UMC  $618  50.00%  $372  50.00%  $990  50.00%
Conway UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Grayville UMC  $4,440  50.00%  $2,652  50.00%  $7,092  50.00%
Fortney UMC  $552  50.00%  $330  50.00%  $882  50.00%
Hopewell UMC  $40  7.58%  $40  12.35%  $80  9.39%
Olive Branch UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Ina UMC  $852  50.00%  $510  50.00%  $1,362  50.00%
Waltonville UMC  $552  50.00%  $330  50.00%  $882  50.00%
Kinmundy First UMC  $5,690  41.67%  $3,400  41.67%  $9,090  41.67%
Wesley UMC  $1,560  100.00%  $936  100.00%  $2,496  100.00%
Lancaster UMC  $480  50.00%  $288  50.00%  $768  50.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $534  50.00%  $318  50.00%  $852  50.00%
Nye Chapel UMC  $300  41.67%  $180  41.67%  $480  41.67%
Lawrenceville First UMC  $7,740  50.00%  $1,462  15.82%  $9,202  37.22%
Billett UMC  $2,136  50.00%  $1,278  50.00%  $3,414  50.00%
Lawrenceville Otterbein UMC  $502  27.68%  $298  27.63%  $800  27.66%
Lawrenceville Zion UMC  $2,394  50.00%  $1,428  50.00%  $3,822  50.00%
Louisville UMC  $3,522  50.00%  $2,100  50.00%  $5,622  50.00%
May Chapel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Mount Carmel Evangelical UMC  $8,112  50.00%  $4,848  50.00%  $12,960  50.00%
Mount Carmel Trinity UMC  $5,010  41.67%  $2,990  41.67%  $8,000  41.67%
Adams Corner UMC  $750  50.00%  $450  50.00%  $1,200  50.00%
Mount Vernon Epworth UMC  $1,930  41.67%  $1,155  41.67%  $3,085  41.67%
Wayne City UMC  $1,392  50.00%  $828  50.00%  $2,220  50.00%
Zion UMC  $1,230  50.00%  $738  50.00%  $1,968  50.00%
Hopewell UMC  $462  50.00%  $276  50.00%  $738  50.00%
Mount Vernon First UMC  $20,784  50.00%  $12,414  50.00%  $33,198  50.00%
Mount Vernon Wesley UMC  $2,500  41.67%  $1,495  41.67%  $3,995  41.67%
Mount Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC  $8,208  50.00%  $4,902  50.00%  $13,110  50.00%
Mount Zion UMC  $599  12.50%  $359  12.50%  $957  12.50%
Brown's Chapel UMC  $1,650  41.67%  $985  41.67%  $2,635  41.67%
Olney First UMC  $9,570  41.67%  $5,715  41.67%  $15,285  41.67%
Olney Immanuel UMC  $2,573  18.99%  $1,533  18.95%  $4,106  18.98%
Olney Saint Paul UMC  $2,544  33.33%  $-    0.00%  $2,544  20.87%
Parkersburg UMC  $630  50.00%  $378  50.00%  $1,008  50.00%
Ebenezer UMC  $960  100.00%  $576  100.00%  $1,536  100.00%
Little Wabash UMC  $660  50.00%  $396  50.00%  $1,056  50.00%
Pinkstaff UMC  $1,752  50.00%  $1,050  50.00%  $2,802  50.00%
Richview UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Saint Francisville UMC  $1,458  50.00%  $870  50.00%  $2,328  50.00%
Salem Grace UMC  $14,436  50.00%  $8,622  50.00%  $23,058  50.00%
Salem Trinity UMC  $4,182  50.00%  $2,496  50.00%  $6,678  50.00%
Iuka UMC  $1,770  50.00%  $1,056  50.00%  $2,826  50.00%
Cubbage Chapel UMC  $318  50.00%  $186  50.00%  $504  50.00%
Sandoval UMC  $3,102  50.00%  $1,854  50.00%  $4,956  50.00%
Patoka UMC  $2,634  50.00%  $1,572  50.00%  $4,206  50.00%
Boulder UMC  $918  50.00%  $546  50.00%  $1,464  50.00%
Sumner UMC  $7,140  50.00%  $4,260  50.00%  $11,400  50.00%
Clay City UMC  $2,856  50.00%  $1,704  50.00%  $4,560  50.00%
Harmony UMC  $2,226  50.00%  $1,326  50.00%  $3,552  50.00%
Bethel UMC  $-    0.00%  $1,056  50.00%  $1,056  18.72%
Union Chapel UMC  $630  50.00%  $378  50.00%  $1,008  50.00%
Vandalia First UMC  $13,542  50.00%  $8,088  50.00%  $21,630  50.00%
Bethel UMC  $1,233  75.00%  $738  75.00%  $1,971  75.00%
Cisne UMC  $882  50.00%  $528  50.00%  $1,410  50.00%
Johnsonville UMC  $816  50.00%  $486  50.00%  $1,302  50.00%
West Salem Zion UMC  $5,040  50.00%  $3,006  50.00%  $8,046  50.00%
Xenia UMC  $2,652  50.00%  $1,584  50.00%  $4,236  50.00%

Kaskaskia River District Total  $235,876  43.49%  $137,634  42.49%  $373,510  43.12%
         

LAMOINE RIVER DISTRICT         
Ashland UMC  $2,466  50.00%  $1,470  50.00%  $3,936  50.00%
Peter Cartwright UMC  $1,078  22.79%  $650  23.05%  $1,728  22.89%
Astoria UMC  $1,524  50.00%  $912  50.00%  $2,436  50.00%
Sheldon's Grove UMC  $564  50.00%  $336  50.00%  $900  50.00%
Batchtown UMC  $384  50.00%  $228  50.00%  $612  50.00%
Beardstown UMC  $4,540  33.33%  $2,712  33.33%  $7,252  33.33%
Bethel UMC  $745  41.67%  $445  41.67%  $1,190  41.67%
Grafton UMC  $2,076  100.00%  $1,236  100.00%  $3,312  100.00%
Kane UMC  $455  41.67%  $275  41.67%  $730  41.67%
Bluff Springs UMC  $522  50.00%  $312  50.00%  $834  50.00%
Griggsville UMC  $1,662  50.00%  $990  50.00%  $2,652  50.00%
New Salem UMC  $534  50.00%  $318  50.00%  $852  50.00%
Detroit UMC  $1,692  100.00%  $1,008  100.00%  $2,700  100.00%
Florence UMC  $144  50.00%  $84  50.00%  $228  50.00%
Oxville UMC  $528  100.00%  $312  100.00%  $840  100.00%
Perry UMC  $2,022  50.00%  $1,212  50.00%  $3,234  50.00%
Baylis UMC  $276  50.00%  $162  50.00%  $438  50.00%
Browning UMC  $804  50.00%  $480  50.00%  $1,284  50.00%
Sugar Grove UMC  $1,446  50.00%  $864  50.00%  $2,310  50.00%
Camp Point UMC  $5,220  50.00%  $3,120  50.00%  $8,340  50.00%
Centennial Ebenezer UMC  $663  25.00%  $396  25.00%  $1,059  25.00%
Carlinville UMC  $8,390  41.67%  $5,010  41.67%  $13,400  41.67%
Carrollton UMC  $1,248  33.33%  $748  33.33%  $1,996  33.33%
Christ UMC  $2,394  58.33%  $1,428  58.33%  $3,822  58.33%
Carthage First UMC  $-    0.00%  $500  5.64%  $500  2.11%
Concord UMC  $760  41.67%  $455  41.67%  $1,215  41.67%
Arenzville UMC  $3,438  50.00%  $2,052  50.00%  $5,490  50.00%
Doddsville UMC  $810  50.00%  $480  50.00%  $1,290  50.00%
Bluffs UMC  $2,688  50.00%  $1,602  50.00%  $4,290  50.00%
Naples UMC  $1,128  50.00%  $678  50.00%  $1,806  50.00%
Beverly UMC  $552  50.00%  $330  50.00%  $882  50.00%
Kingston UMC  $450  50.00%  $180  33.33%  $630  43.75%
Plainville UMC  $438  50.00%  $258  50.00%  $696  50.00%

Richfield UMC  $414  50.00%  $246  50.00%  $660  50.00%
Franklin UMC  $1,392  50.00%  $828  50.00%  $2,220  50.00%
Durbin UMC  $1,236  50.00%  $738  50.00%  $1,974  50.00%
Greenfield UMC  $3,582  50.00%  $2,142  50.00%  $5,724  50.00%
Rock Bridge UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Hamilton UMC  $2,035  41.67%  $1,215  41.67%  $3,250  41.67%
Warsaw UMC  $2,466  50.00%  $1,470  50.00%  $3,936  50.00%
Havana First UMC  $2,426  16.67%  $1,448  16.67%  $3,874  16.67%
Industry UMC  $5,292  50.00%  $3,156  50.00%  $8,448  50.00%
Vermont UMC  $1,770  50.00%  $1,056  50.00%  $2,826  50.00%
Jacksonville Asbury UMC  $915  41.67%  $545  41.67%  $1,460  41.67%
Jacksonville Centenary UMC  $1,408  8.33%  $2,523  25.00%  $3,931  14.57%
Jacksonville Brooklyn UMC  $2,150  41.67%  $1,285  41.67%  $3,435  41.67%
Jacksonville Grace UMC  $12,906  50.00%  $7,710  50.00%  $20,616  50.00%
Jacksonville Wesley Chapel UMC  $7,662  50.00%  $4,578  50.00%  $12,240  50.00%
Jerseyville UMC  $16,404  50.00%  $9,798  50.00%  $26,202  50.00%
Littleton UMC  $882  50.00%  $528  50.00%  $1,410  50.00%
Living Faith UMC  $4,615  41.67%  $2,755  41.67%  $7,370  41.67%
Loraine UMC  $1,785  41.67%  $1,065  41.67%  $2,850  41.67%
Manchester UMC  $660  50.00%  $396  50.00%  $1,056  50.00%
Mount Sterling First UMC  $3,245  41.67%  $1,935  41.67%  $5,180  41.67%
Columbus UMC  $882  50.00%  $528  50.00%  $1,410  50.00%
Murrayville UMC  $5,250  50.00%  $3,132  50.00%  $8,382  50.00%
New Hope UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Palmyra UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Modesto UMC  $882  50.00%  $528  50.00%  $1,410  50.00%
Payson UMC  $1,590  50.00%  $948  50.00%  $2,538  50.00%
Pittsfield UMC  $7,150  41.67%  $4,270  41.67%  $11,420  41.67%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $1,104  50.00%  $660  50.00%  $1,764  50.00%
Paloma UMC  $552  50.00%  $330  50.00%  $882  50.00%
Oakford UMC  $2,904  50.00%  $1,734  50.00%  $4,638  50.00%
Bath UMC  $710  41.67%  $425  41.67%  $1,135  41.67%
Fairview UMC  $888  50.00%  $528  50.00%  $1,416  50.00%
Quincy Melrose Chapel UMC  $7,200  33.33%  $4,300  33.33%  $11,500  33.33%
Quincy Union UMC  $5,692  33.33%  $3,400  33.33%  $9,092  33.33%
Quincy Vermont Street UMC  $19,740  50.00%  $11,790  50.00%  $31,530  50.00%
Rosedale UMC  $1,015  41.67%  $605  41.67%  $1,620  41.67%
Rural UMC  $2,832  100.00%  $1,692  100.00%  $4,524  100.00%
Rushville First UMC  $7,390  41.67%  $4,415  41.67%  $11,805  41.67%
Barry UMC  $1,820  41.67%  $1,085  41.67%  $2,905  41.67%
Hull UMC  $2,052  50.00%  $1,224  50.00%  $3,276  50.00%
New Canton UMC  $1,140  50.00%  $678  50.00%  $1,818  50.00%
Pleasant Hill UMC  $1,116  50.00%  $666  50.00%  $1,782  50.00%
Hamburg UMC  $210  50.00%  $126  50.00%  $336  50.00%
Virden First UMC  $3,215  41.67%  $1,920  41.67%  $5,135  41.67%
Girard UMC  $3,336  50.00%  $1,992  50.00%  $5,328  50.00%
Virginia UMC  $6,402  50.00%  $3,822  50.00%  $10,224  50.00%
Waverly UMC  $3,288  50.00%  $1,962  50.00%  $5,250  50.00%
Brooklyn UMC  $558  50.00%  $336  50.00%  $894  50.00%
Ebenezer UMC  $474  50.00%  $282  50.00%  $756  50.00%
Houston UMC  $678  50.00%  $402  50.00%  $1,080  50.00%
Clayton Federated UMC  $1,205  41.67%  $720  41.67%  $1,925  41.67%
Camden UMC  $1,230  50.00%  $732  50.00%  $1,962  50.00%
Elm Grove UMC  $570  50.00%  $342  50.00%  $912  50.00%
Winchester UMC  $11,004  100.00%  $6,576  100.00%  $17,580  100.00%

LaMoine River District Total  $228,965  43.39%  $138,810  44.05%  $367,775  43.64%
         

MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT         
Alton Grace UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Hartford UMC  $1,350  50.00%  $804  50.00%  $2,154  50.00%
Elsah UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Alton Main Street UMC  $18,345  41.67%  $10,955  41.67%  $29,300  41.67%
Belleville Saint Matthew UMC  $55,505  41.67%  $33,145  41.67%  $88,650  41.67%
Belleville Signal Hill UMC  $310  2.12%  $190  2.17%  $500  2.14%
Belleville Union UMC  $12,820  33.33%  $7,656  33.33%  $20,476  33.33%
New Athens UMC  $1,608  50.00%  $960  50.00%  $2,568  50.00%
Benld UMC  $1,950  50.00%  $1,164  50.00%  $3,114  50.00%
Bethalto UMC  $7,160  41.67%  $4,275  41.67%  $11,435  41.67%
Brighton Saint Paul UMC  $5,052  50.00%  $3,018  50.00%  $8,070  50.00%
Bunker Hill UMC  $924  50.00%  $552  50.00%  $1,476  50.00%
Cahokia Park UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Carlyle UMC  $8,070  50.00%  $4,818  50.00%  $12,888  50.00%
Huey UMC  $780  50.00%  $462  50.00%  $1,242  50.00%
Beckemeyer UMC  $445  41.67%  $265  41.67%  $710  41.67%
Caseyville UMC  $5,060  41.67%  $3,020  41.67%  $8,080  41.67%
Chester UMC  $3,042  50.00%  $1,818  50.00%  $4,860  50.00%
Collinsville First UMC  $7,614  50.00%  $4,548  50.00%  $12,162  50.00%
Columbia Bethany UMC  $8,664  50.00%  $5,172  50.00%  $13,836  50.00%
Coulterville UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Tilden UMC  $1,278  50.00%  $762  50.00%  $2,040  50.00%
East Alton First UMC  $8,148  50.00%  $4,866  50.00%  $13,014  50.00%
East Saint Louis Trinity UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Edwardsville Immanuel UMC  $2,185  13.11%  $4,035  40.56%  $6,220  23.37%
Edwardsville Saint John's UMC  $14,029  39.59%  $9,273  43.81%  $23,302  41.17%
Ellis Grove UMC  $744  50.00%  $444  50.00%  $1,188  50.00%
New Palestine UMC  $1,068  50.00%  $636  50.00%  $1,704  50.00%
Preston UMC  $280  41.67%  $165  41.67%  $445  41.67%
Fairview Heights Christ UMC  $70,605  41.67%  $42,160  41.67%  $112,765  41.67%
Fairview Heights Prospect Park UMC  $865  41.67%  $515  41.67%  $1,380  41.67%
Gillespie First UMC  $4,950  50.00%  $2,958  50.00%  $7,908  50.00%
Glen Carbon New Bethel UMC  $3,120  15.86%  $2,880  24.51%  $6,000  19.10%
Godfrey First UMC  $12,255  41.67%  $7,320  41.67%  $19,575  41.67%
Granite City Dewey Avenue UMC  $1,404  50.00%  $840  50.00%  $2,244  50.00%
Granite City Good Shepherd UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Granite City Nameoki UMC  $8,370  50.00%  $4,998  50.00%  $13,368  50.00%
Granite City Niedringhaus UMC  $498  2.56%  $2,498  21.50%  $2,996  9.64%
Granite City Trinity UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Greenville First UMC  $7,480  41.67%  $4,470  41.67%  $11,950  41.67%
Highland Hope UMC  $4,731  14.85%  $1,332  7.00%  $6,063  11.91%
Keyesport UMC  $546  50.00%  $330  50.00%  $876  50.00%

CONFERENCE Apportionment Receipts as of June 30, 2014*
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Lebanon First UMC  $6,715  41.67%  $4,010  41.67%  $10,725  41.67%
Litchfield Saint Timothy UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Marissa UMC  $955  19.03%  $955  31.94%  $1,909  23.85%
Maryville Saint Luke's UMC  $10,896  50.00%  $6,510  50.00%  $17,406  50.00%
Mascoutah Bethel UMC  $7,764  50.00%  $4,638  50.00%  $12,402  50.00%
Medora UMC  $828  50.00%  $492  50.00%  $1,320  50.00%
Piasa UMC  $912  50.00%  $546  50.00%  $1,458  50.00%
Mount Olive UMC  $156  3.69%  $-    0.00%  $156  2.31%
Sorento UMC  $525  41.67%  $315  41.67%  $840  41.67%
Mulberry Grove UMC  $1,086  50.00%  $648  50.00%  $1,734  50.00%
Pleasant Mound UMC  $576  100.00%  $348  100.00%  $924  100.00%
Nashville Grace UMC  $10,550  41.67%  $6,300  41.67%  $16,850  41.67%
New Baden UMC  $3,180  50.00%  $1,896  50.00%  $5,076  50.00%
O'Fallon First UMC  $24,875  41.67%  $14,855  41.67%  $39,730  41.67%
Okawville UMC  $970  41.67%  $580  41.67%  $1,550  41.67%
Pocahontas UMC  $3,455  41.67%  $2,065  41.67%  $5,520  41.67%
Panama UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Rosewood Heights Saint Paul UMC  $1,850  8.33%  $1,105  8.33%  $2,955  8.33%
Saint Jacob UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Shiloh UMC  $9,321  25.00%  $3,725  16.73%  $13,046  21.91%
Shipman UMC  $2,511  75.00%  $1,503  75.00%  $4,014  75.00%
Dorchester UMC  $636  50.00%  $384  50.00%  $1,020  50.00%
Sparta First UMC  $8,300  41.67%  $4,955  41.67%  $13,255  41.67%
Staunton UMC  $1,788  47.76%  $1,200  53.76%  $2,988  50.00%
Steeleville UMC  $1,872  50.00%  $1,116  50.00%  $2,988  50.00%
Percy UMC  $1,806  50.00%  $1,080  50.00%  $2,886  50.00%
Trenton First UMC  $6,174  50.00%  $3,684  50.00%  $9,858  50.00%
Troy UMC  $10,000  22.12%  $3,000  11.11%  $13,000  18.00%
Worden UMC  $1,542  50.00%  $918  50.00%  $2,460  50.00%
Wanda UMC  $5,724  50.00%  $3,420  50.00%  $9,144  50.00%
Wood River First UMC  $2,700  37.82%  $1,580  36.97%  $4,280  37.50%

Mississippi River District Total  $408,921  35.61%  $245,131  35.74%  $654,052  35.66%
         

SANGAMON RIVER DISTRICT         
Argenta UMC  $2,682  50.00%  $1,602  50.00%  $4,284  50.00%
Warrensburg UMC  $2,634  50.00%  $1,572  50.00%  $4,206  50.00%
Assumption UMC  $1,872  33.33%  $1,116  33.33%  $2,988  33.33%
Findlay UMC  $3,180  50.00%  $1,896  50.00%  $5,076  50.00%
Athens UMC  $3,600  50.00%  $2,148  50.00%  $5,748  50.00%
Cantrall UMC  $2,964  50.00%  $1,770  50.00%  $4,734  50.00%
Auburn UMC  $6,750  50.00%  $4,032  50.00%  $10,782  50.00%
Bethel UMC  $345  41.67%  $205  41.67%  $550  41.67%
Bissell UMC  $1,068  50.00%  $636  50.00%  $1,704  50.00%
Springfield Northside UMC  $1,674  16.67%  $1,000  16.67%  $2,674  16.67%
Blue Mound UMC  $3,522  50.00%  $2,106  50.00%  $5,628  50.00%
Buckeye UMC  $1,650  41.67%  $985  41.67%  $2,635  41.67%
Owaneco UMC  $1,345  41.67%  $805  41.67%  $2,150  41.67%
South Fork UMC  $2,420  41.67%  $1,445  41.67%  $3,865  41.67%
Chatham UMC  $11,855  41.67%  $7,080  41.67%  $18,935  41.67%
Cisco UMC  $4,338  50.00%  $2,592  50.00%  $6,930  50.00%
Clinton UMC  $10,814  51.00%  $7,596  60.00%  $18,410  54.37%
Decatur Christ UMC  $2,304  25.00%  $1,374  25.00%  $3,678  25.00%
Decatur First UMC  $20,670  50.00%  $12,342  50.00%  $33,012  50.00%
Decatur Grace UMC  $26,575  41.67%  $15,870  41.67%  $42,445  41.67%
Decatur Wesley UMC  $1,716  50.00%  $1,026  50.00%  $2,742  50.00%
Garver Brick UMC  $1,884  50.00%  $1,128  50.00%  $3,012  50.00%
Divernon UMC  $2,706  50.00%  $1,620  50.00%  $4,326  50.00%
Farmersville UMC  $744  50.00%  $444  50.00%  $1,188  50.00%
Midland UMC  $2,322  50.00%  $1,386  50.00%  $3,708  50.00%
Easton UMC  $2,334  50.00%  $1,392  50.00%  $3,726  50.00%
Edinburg UMC  $3,198  50.00%  $1,914  50.00%  $5,112  50.00%
Stonington UMC  $2,946  50.00%  $1,758  50.00%  $4,704  50.00%
Elwin UMC  $5,592  50.00%  $3,342  50.00%  $8,934  50.00%
Fairview UMC  $996  50.00%  $594  50.00%  $1,590  50.00%
Forsyth UMC  $6,280  41.67%  $3,750  41.67%  $10,030  41.67%
Fountain of Life UMC  $2,292  50.00%  $1,368  50.00%  $3,660  50.00%
Island Grove UMC  $1,014  50.00%  $606  50.00%  $1,620  50.00%
Kenney UMC  $448  58.33%  $266  58.33%  $714  58.33%
Loami UMC  $1,356  50.00%  $810  50.00%  $2,166  50.00%
Lincoln First UMC  $13,140  50.00%  $7,848  50.00%  $20,988  50.00%
Beason UMC  $1,548  50.00%  $924  50.00%  $2,472  50.00%
Elkhart UMC  $1,110  50.00%  $660  50.00%  $1,770  50.00%
Hartsburg UMC  $924  50.00%  $552  50.00%  $1,476  50.00%
Long Creek UMC  $3,480  50.00%  $2,076  50.00%  $5,556  50.00%
Dalton City UMC  $1,680  50.00%  $1,002  50.00%  $2,682  50.00%
Macon UMC  $4,405  41.67%  $2,630  41.67%  $7,035  41.67%
Maroa UMC  $5,150  41.67%  $3,075  41.67%  $8,225  41.67%
Mason City UMC  $4,278  50.00%  $2,556  50.00%  $6,834  50.00%
San Jose UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Middletown UMC  $852  50.00%  $510  50.00%  $1,362  50.00%
Monticello UMC  $15,654  50.00%  $9,348  50.00%  $25,002  50.00%
Morrisonville UMC  $2,478  50.00%  $1,482  50.00%  $3,960  50.00%
Mount Auburn UMC  $1,120  41.67%  $670  41.67%  $1,790  41.67%
Mount Pulaski First UMC  $2,605  41.67%  $1,555  41.67%  $4,160  41.67%
Chestnut UMC  $1,140  50.00%  $678  50.00%  $1,818  50.00%
Latham UMC  $1,584  50.00%  $948  50.00%  $2,532  50.00%
Mount Zion UMC  $2,424  9.99%  $2,424  16.72%  $4,848  12.50%
Bethany UMC  $1,256  33.33%  $748  33.33%  $2,004  33.33%
Moweaqua UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Sanner Chapel UMC  $1,740  50.00%  $1,038  50.00%  $2,778  50.00%
New Holland UMC  $1,806  50.00%  $1,080  50.00%  $2,886  50.00%
Waynesville UMC  $3,030  50.00%  $1,806  50.00%  $4,836  50.00%
McLean UMC  $3,036  50.00%  $1,812  50.00%  $4,848  50.00%
New Salem UMC  $1,240  42.70%  $725  41.67%  $1,965  42.31%
Niantic UMC  $3,000  51.12%  $-    0.00%  $3,000  32.01%
Illiopolis UMC  $1,974  50.00%  $1,176  50.00%  $3,150  50.00%
Cerro Gordo UMC  $3,180  33.33%  $1,900  33.33%  $5,080  33.33%
Lovington UMC  $2,514  50.00%  $1,500  50.00%  $4,014  50.00%
Hammond UMC  $1,472  33.33%  $880  33.33%  $2,352  33.33%

LaPlace UMC  $1,020  50.00%  $606  50.00%  $1,626  50.00%
Pana UMC  $7,110  41.67%  $4,245  41.67%  $11,355  41.67%
Pawnee UMC  $256  2.69%  $154  2.70%  $410  2.70%
Thayer UMC  $1,698  50.00%  $1,014  50.00%  $2,712  50.00%
Petersburg UMC  $3,243  25.00%  $1,935  25.00%  $5,178  25.00%
Raymond Community Of Faith UMC  $3,375  41.67%  $2,015  41.67%  $5,390  41.67%
Riverton First UMC  $4,080  41.67%  $2,435  41.67%  $6,515  41.67%
Rochester UMC  $13,950  50.00%  $8,328  50.00%  $22,278  50.00%
Sharon UMC  $4,115  41.67%  $2,455  41.67%  $6,570  41.67%
Sherman UMC  $13,554  50.00%  $8,094  50.00%  $21,648  50.00%
Springfield Asbury UMC  $2,934  50.00%  $1,752  50.00%  $4,686  50.00%
Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC  $15,708  50.00%  $9,378  50.00%  $25,086  50.00%
Springfield First UMC  $81,426  50.00%  $48,624  50.00%  $130,050  50.00%
Springfield Grace UMC  $3,619  37.10%  $2,156  36.97%  $5,776  37.05%
Springfield Kumler UMC  $526  4.48%  $308  4.39%  $834  4.44%
Springfield Jerome UMC  $2,364  50.00%  $1,410  50.00%  $3,774  50.00%
Springfield Laurel UMC  $8,946  16.67%  $5,342  16.67%  $14,288  16.67%
Springfield Woodside UMC  $7,452  50.00%  $4,452  50.00%  $11,904  50.00%
Sugar Creek UMC  $12,186  50.00%  $7,278  50.00%  $19,464  50.00%
Taylorville UMC  $14,130  50.00%  $8,436  50.00%  $22,566  50.00%
Williamsville UMC  $2,190  41.67%  $1,310  41.67%  $3,500  41.67%
Zion Chapel UMC  $1,622  16.67%  $970  16.67%  $2,592  16.67%
Decatur Central UMC  $2,886  50.00%  $1,722  50.00%  $4,608  50.00%

Sangamon River District Total  $444,301  42.29%  $265,598  42.33%  $709,899  42.30%
         

SPOON RIVER DISTRICT         
Abingdon UMC  $4,790  41.67%  $2,860  41.67%  $7,650  41.67%
Aledo UMC  $8,830  41.67%  $5,275  41.67%  $14,105  41.67%
Alpha UMC  $4,038  50.00%  $2,412  50.00%  $6,450  50.00%
Altona UMC  $3,390  50.00%  $2,028  50.00%  $5,418  50.00%
Oneida UMC  $777  25.00%  $465  25.00%  $1,242  25.00%
Blandinsville UMC  $1,464  50.00%  $876  50.00%  $2,340  50.00%
Burnside UMC  $2,020  90.99%  $111  8.33%  $2,131  59.99%
Bushnell UMC  $3,462  50.00%  $2,070  50.00%  $5,532  50.00%
Avon UMC  $1,708  40.21%  $1,124  44.18%  $2,832  41.70%
New Philadelphia UMC  $300  50.00%  $180  50.00%  $480  50.00%
Point Pleasant UMC  $456  50.00%  $270  50.00%  $726  50.00%
Colchester UMC  $5,010  50.00%  $2,994  50.00%  $8,004  50.00%
Hills Grove UMC  $500  41.67%  $300  41.67%  $800  41.67%
Colona UMC  $6,060  41.67%  $3,620  41.67%  $9,680  41.67%
Colusa UMC  $1,200  50.00%  $714  50.00%  $1,914  50.00%
East Moline Christ UMC  $24,120  50.00%  $14,400  50.00%  $38,520  50.00%
Elmwood UMC  $7,205  54.53%  $4,542  57.61%  $11,747  55.68%
Fairfield UMC  $912  50.00%  $546  50.00%  $1,458  50.00%
Fairview Center UMC  $4,866  50.00%  $2,910  50.00%  $7,776  50.00%
Galesburg Faith UMC  $3,662  58.69%  $2,150  57.62%  $5,813  58.29%
Galesburg First UMC  $18,258  50.00%  $10,902  50.00%  $29,160  50.00%
Galva Grace UMC  $1,182  50.00%  $708  50.00%  $1,890  50.00%
Geneseo First UMC  $26,052  50.00%  $15,558  50.00%  $41,610  50.00%
Cambridge UMC  $5,040  50.00%  $3,012  50.00%  $8,052  50.00%
Geneseo Grace UMC  $13,056  50.00%  $7,794  50.00%  $20,850  509.00%
Annawan Community UMC  $1,830  41.67%  $1,090  41.67%  $2,920  41.67%
Fairview UMC  $1,805  41.67%  $1,080  41.67%  $2,885  41.67%
Hooppole Zion UMC  $2,196  50.00%  $1,314  50.00%  $3,510  50.00%
Henderson UMC  $528  33.33%  $316  33.33%  $844  33.33%
North Henderson UMC  $1,086  50.00%  $648  50.00%  $1,734  50.00%
Hillsdale UMC  $1,740  50.00%  $1,038  50.00%  $2,778  50.00%
Illinois City UMC  $2,200  41.67%  $1,315  41.67%  $3,515  41.67%
Pine Bluff UMC  $678  50.00%  $408  50.00%  $1,086  50.00%
Kirkwood UMC  $1,555  41.67%  $930  41.67%  $2,485  41.67%
Smithshire UMC  $492  50.00%  $294  50.00%  $786  50.00%
Knoxville UMC  $4,812  50.00%  $2,874  50.00%  $7,686  50.00%
LaHarpe UMC  $1,368  50.00%  $816  50.00%  $2,184  50.00%
Durham UMC  $810  50.00%  $486  50.00%  $1,296  50.00%
Terre Haute UMC  $1,746  50.00%  $1,044  50.00%  $2,790  50.00%
Good Hope UMC  $4,056  50.00%  $2,424  50.00%  $6,480  50.00%
Jerusalem UMC  $343  8.33%  $205  8.33%  $548  8.33%
Loraine UMC  $5,496  50.00%  $3,282  50.00%  $8,778  50.00%
Macomb Wesley UMC  $20,478  50.00%  $12,228  50.00%  $32,706  50.00%
Maquon UMC  $2,640  50.00%  $1,578  50.00%  $4,218  50.00%
Douglas UMC  $1,284  50.00%  $768  50.00%  $2,052  50.00%
Orange Chapel UMC  $930  41.67%  $555  41.67%  $1,485  41.67%
Maxey Chapel UMC  $1,128  50.00%  $672  50.00%  $1,800  50.00%
Milan Trinity UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Green River UMC  $702  50.00%  $420  50.00%  $1,122  50.00%
Mineral UMC  $1,080  100.00%  $648  100.00%  $1,728  100.00%
Moline Bethel Wesley UMC  $8,472  50.00%  $5,058  50.00%  $13,530  50.00%
Moline Riverside UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Monmouth First UMC  $8,685  41.67%  $5,185  41.67%  $13,870  41.67%
Nauvoo UMC  $1,575  41.67%  $940  41.67%  $2,515  41.67%
Galva First UMC  $894  8.33%  $1,068  16.67%  $1,962  11.45%
Bishop Hill UMC  $1,470  50.00%  $876  50.00%  $2,346  50.00%
Oquawka UMC  $2,208  50.00%  $1,320  50.00%  $3,528  50.00%
Gladstone UMC  $1,495  41.67%  $890  41.67%  $2,385  41.67%
Biggsville UMC  $1,121  25.88%  $-    0.00%  $1,121  16.19%
Orion UMC  $8,562  50.00%  $5,112  50.00%  $13,674  50.00%
Port Byron First UMC  $6,258  50.00%  $3,738  50.00%  $9,996  50.00%
Reynolds UMC  $2,536  33.33%  $1,516  33.33%  $4,052  33.33%
Taylor Ridge UMC  $1,194  50.00%  $714  50.00%  $1,908  50.00%
Rock Island Two Rivers UMC  $11,532  50.00%  $6,888  50.00%  $18,420  50.00%
Roseville UMC  $4,100  41.67%  $2,450  41.67%  $6,550  41.67%
Swan Creek UMC  $905  41.67%  $540  41.67%  $1,445  41.67%
Silvis UMC  $3,306  50.00%  $1,974  50.00%  $5,280  50.00%
Stronghurst UMC  $2,184  50.00%  $1,302  50.00%  $3,486  50.00%
Carman UMC  $1,578  50.00%  $942  50.00%  $2,520  50.00%
Carbon Cliff UMC  $1,050  41.67%  $625  41.67%  $1,675  41.67%
Church of the Cross UMC  $1,506  50.00%  $900  50.00%  $2,406  50.00%
East Moline Grace UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Hampton UMC  $1,206  50.00%  $720  50.00%  $1,926  50.00%
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Victoria UMC  $3,018  50.00%  $1,800  50.00%  $4,818  50.00%
Viola UMC  $2,760  50.00%  $1,644  50.00%  $4,404  50.00%
Preemption UMC  $2,120  33.33%  $1,268  33.33%  $3,388  33.33%
Walnut Grove UMC  $2,634  50.00%  $1,572  50.00%  $4,206  50.00%
Joy UMC  $1,328  33.33%  $792  33.33%  $2,120  33.33%
Eliza Community UMC  $1,410  50.00%  $-    -  $1,410  50.00%
New Boston UMC  $1,206  50.00%  $720  50.00%  $1,926  50.00%
Williamsfield UMC  $2,622  50.00%  $1,566  50.00%  $4,188  50.00%
Dahinda UMC  $5,592  100.00%  $3,336  100.00%  $8,928  100.00%

Spoon River District Total  $303,868  43.75%  $179,710  43.49%  $483,579  43.65%
         

VERMILION RIVER DISTRICT         
Atlanta UMC  $3,546  50.00%  $2,118  50.00%  $5,664  50.00%
Ebenezer UMC  $3,104  66.67%  $1,856  66.67%  $4,960  66.67%
Bloomington Wesley UMC  $41,532  50.00%  $24,798  50.00%  $66,330  50.00%
Bloomington Park UMC  $3,023  44.82%  $1,566  38.84%  $4,589  42.59%
Bonfield First UMC  $1,332  50.00%  $798  50.00%  $2,130  50.00%
Bonfield Evangelical UMC  $2,472  50.00%  $1,476  50.00%  $3,948  50.00%
Grand Prairie UMC  $2,112  50.00%  $1,260  50.00%  $3,372  50.00%
Bourbonnais Grace Comnmunity UMC  $3,711  25.00%  $2,217  25.00%  $5,928  25.00%
Braceville UMC  $2,484  50.00%  $1,482  50.00%  $3,966  50.00%
Bradley Wesley UMC  $5,710  41.67%  $3,410  41.67%  $9,120  41.67%
Chatsworth UMC  $5,508  100.00%  $3,288  100.00%  $8,796  100.00%
Forrest UMC  $2,840  41.67%  $1,695  41.67%  $4,535  41.67%
Chenoa UMC  $3,366  50.00%  $2,010  50.00%  $5,376  50.00%
Coal City UMC  $7,880  41.67%  $4,705  41.67%  $12,585  41.67%
Cornell Blackstone UMC  $1,233  25.00%  $738  25.00%  $1,971  25.00%
Downs UMC  $6,204  50.00%  $3,708  50.00%  $9,912  50.00%
Dwight UMC  $13,896  50.00%  $8,298  50.00%  $22,194  50.00%
El Paso UMC  $5,130  50.00%  $3,066  50.00%  $8,196  50.00%
Essex UMC  $444  50.00%  $264  50.00%  $708  50.00%
Fairbury UMC  $7,812  50.00%  $4,662  50.00%  $12,474  50.00%
Grand Ridge UMC  $3,762  75.00%  $2,250  75.00%  $6,012  75.00%
Long Point UMC  $1,746  50.00%  $1,044  50.00%  $2,790  50.00%
Herscher UMC  $4,230  50.00%  $2,526  50.00%  $6,756  50.00%
Reddick UMC  $2,742  50.00%  $1,638  50.00%  $4,380  50.00%
South Wilmington UMC  $648  50.00%  $384  50.00%  $1,032  50.00%
Heyworth UMC  $5,710  41.67%  $3,410  41.67%  $9,120  41.67%
Hudson UMC  $4,422  50.00%  $2,640  50.00%  $7,062  50.00%
Kankakee Asbury UMC  $15,654  50.00%  $9,348  50.00%  $25,002  50.00%
Kankakee Saint Mark UMC  $8,682  50.00%  $5,184  50.00%  $13,866  50.00%

Kankakee Trinity UMC  $4,110  50.00%  $2,454  50.00%  $6,564  50.00%
Aroma Park UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Bradley Evangelical UMC  $4,680  100.00%  $2,796  100.00%  $7,476  100.00%
LeRoy UMC  $10,692  50.00%  $6,384  50.00%  $17,076  50.00%
Lexington First UMC  $6,875  41.67%  $4,105  41.67%  $10,980  41.67%
Manteno UMC  $6,485  41.67%  $4,644  50.00%  $11,129  44.78%
Mazon UMC  $1,548  50.00%  $924  50.00%  $2,472  50.00%
McDowell UMC  $4,908  100.00%  $2,928  100.00%  $7,836  100.00%
Minonk UMC  $1,314  50.00%  $786  50.00%  $2,100  50.00%
Wenona Saint John's UMC  $1,194  50.00%  $714  50.00%  $1,908  50.00%
Momence UMC  $4,315  41.67%  $2,580  41.67%  $6,895  41.67%
Grant Park UMC  $1,218  50.00%  $726  50.00%  $1,944  50.00%
Hennepin UMC  $3,150  50.00%  $1,884  50.00%  $5,034  50.00%
Magnolia UMC  $1,062  50.00%  $630  50.00%  $1,692  50.00%
McNabb UMC  $1,026  50.00%  $612  50.00%  $1,638  50.00%
Normal Calvary UMC  $47,574  50.00%  $28,410  50.00%  $75,984  50.00%
Normal First UMC  $31,848  50.00%  $19,020  50.00%  $50,868  50.00%
Normal Morningstar UMC  $5,874  50.00%  $3,510  50.00%  $9,384  50.00%
Bloomington West Olive Faith UMC  $3,024  100.00%  $1,800  100.00%  $4,824  100.00%
Pontiac First UMC  $20,448  50.00%  $12,210  50.00%  $32,658  50.00%
Ransom UMC  $2,808  50.00%  $1,674  50.00%  $4,482  50.00%
Ritchey UMC  $852  100.00%  $504  100.00%  $1,356  100.00%
Roanoke UMC  $3,750  50.00%  $2,238  50.00%  $5,988  50.00%
Secor UMC  $1,506  50.00%  $900  50.00%  $2,406  50.00%
Saunemin UMC  $2,592  50.00%  $1,548  50.00%  $4,140  50.00%
Saybrook Wesbein UMC  $3,036  50.00%  $1,812  50.00%  $4,848  50.00%
Streator First UMC  $7,446  50.00%  $4,446  50.00%  $11,892  50.00%
Ellsworth UMC  $2,315  41.67%  $1,380  41.67%  $3,695  41.67%
Cropsey UMC  $1,914  50.00%  $1,140  50.00%  $3,054  50.00%
Colfax UMC  $2,184  50.00%  $1,302  50.00%  $3,486  50.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $2,178  50.00%  $1,302  50.00%  $3,480  50.00%
Tonica UMC  $3,084  50.00%  $1,842  50.00%  $4,926  50.00%
Lostant UMC  $1,881  75.00%  $1,125  75.00%  $3,006  75.00%
Richland UMC  $438  50.00%  $258  50.00%  $696  50.00%
Cabery UMC  $978  50.00%  $582  50.00%  $1,560  50.00%
Cullom UMC  $1,356  50.00%  $810  50.00%  $2,166  50.00%
Kempton UMC  $1,134  50.00%  $678  50.00%  $1,812  50.00%
Verona UMC  $936  50.00%  $558  50.00%  $1,494  50.00%

Vermilion River District Total  $372,668  49.61%  $223,055  49.73%  $595,723  49.65%
      
IGRC TOTAL  $3,179,742  41.64%  $1,916,034  42.04%  $5,095,776  41.79%

Baby Fold elects new officers
NORMAL -- The Baby Fold Board of Directors 
elected four new board members to serve a 
three-year term for the organization beginning 
July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015. 

The new board members are Rev. John Hamil-
ton, retired IGRC clergy and founder of The Baby 
Fold Camp; Julie Hesse, school psychologist and 
member of Bloomington Wesley UMC;  Charles 
Knudson, senior certified real estate appraiser 
1st Farm Credit Services in Normal and member 
of Bloomington Wesley UMC and Lori Short, 
director of KidVenture Ministries at Normal 
Calvary UMC.

Chad Allen will return to serve his third board 
term with The Baby Fold and Pete Stroyan was 
elected to return for a second three year term.

Serving one ex-officio year appointments to 
the Board of Directors are Rev. Leah Pogemiller, 
Vermilion River District Superintendent and Rev. 
Scott Carnes, representative of the Health and 
Welfare Committee and pastor of Hudson UMC.

Drake Zimmerman, Jerey McKinney and Phillip 
Mitchell were elected to begin one-year Board 
Committee appointments. 

Larry Phillips has been elected as a lifetime 
Honorary Chair Board member. The Honorary 

Chair position is only awarded to those with 
extensive service to The Baby Fold. Phillips has 
served two nine-year terms, 1987-1996 and 
2000-2009. In that time, Phillips served as a 
member on every board committee, served 
as the Treasurer, Secretary, Vice Chair, Chair of 
Personnel Committee and Chair of the Board 
of Directors. He was also the Volunteer of the 
Year in 1991 and was the Chair of the Festival of 
Trees in 2005 and 2006. 

Also elected were the Board Officers for FY 2015 
which includes: Chad Allen - Chair; Julie Dobski 
- Vice Chair; Cory Tello – Secretary; Rob Parent - 
Treasurer.

The Board of Directors is responsible for over-
sight of the agency in the areas of develop-
ment, programming, business planning and 
governance.

The Baby Fold is a non-profit child and family 
service organization that serves over 1,000 
children and families every year. The organiza-
tion offers professional services in the areas of 
adoption, foster care, specialized education, 
residential treatment and family services which 
prevent child abuse, neglect and strengthen 
relationships.

All United Methodists must “lead a life worthy of the call-
ing,” “[speak] the truth in love,” and “grow up…into Christ.” 
(Ephesians 4) This mature discipleship most certainly in-
cludes: listening in love for the truth God may speak through 
each other, repenting of our sins, and practicing a penitent 
spirit.

All United Methodists must acknowledge and abide by 
the church order contained in the Book of Discipline, which 
implies:

Those United Methodists who defend current church 
teaching and practice on human sexuality must acknowledge 
(along with all in the church) that this church teaching and 
practice will be vigorously tested at General Conferences, and 
in other venues, in the foreseeable future. For them, “loyal[ty] 
to Christ through The United Methodist Church” involves 
proposing and defending, lovingly and persuasively, current 
church teaching and practice, and if changes are made, abid-

ing by the Discipline as debate continues.
Those United Methodists who challenge current church 

teaching and practice on human sexuality must acknowledge 
and abide by (along with all in the church) the prescribed 
means through which the Book of Discipline is emended and 
amended. For them, “loyal[ty] to Christ through The United 
Methodist Church” involves proposing, lovingly and persua-
sively, change in current church teaching and practice.

When actions of conscientious objection are employed, 
disciplinary consequences are to be expected and accepted. 
We believe that adherence to these challenges demonstrates 
“loyal[ty] to Jesus Christ through The United Methodist 
Church.” While such mutual adherence to these challenges 
will not immediately solve the crisis in our church, it may 
allow resolution to emerge in God’s time. Rev. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. wrote that “justice too long delayed is justice denied” 
(“Letter from a Birmingham Jail”); and yet, the meaning 
and requirements of justice emerge only over time — not as 

quickly as preferred by all.
By the grace of God, with the guidance of God, and under 

the judgment of God, let us United Methodists meet this test 
as one church — and remain one church — even as we work 
through strong disagreements, and discern Christian truth, 
about human sexuality. Let us not settle for a middle ground 
of hurried compromise, nor wind up on a divided ground 
with self-righteous churches. Rather, let us together find the 
higher ground offered by Jesus Christ, who in The Baptismal 
Covenant makes us one. 

Again, the Church is Christ’s, not ours.

Rev. Laurie Hays Coffman
Croasdaile Village, Chaplain
Durham, N.C.

Rev. Paul T. Stallsworth
Whiteville United Methodist Church, Pastor
Whiteville, N.C.
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Neighborhood House seeking grant, needs your help
BY WILLIAM R. KREEB, 
President/CEO, Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House

EAST ST. LOUIS -- The Lessie Bates Davis 
Neighborhood House Continuum of Life 
Homeless Outreach Center needs your sup-
port to win a grant from the Monsanto Grow 
St. Louis program in 2014. 

You can vote for Homeless Services in East 
St. Louis IL at www.facebook.com/growst-
louis from July 21 to Aug. 3. Each winner will 
receive a $20,000 grant. Each email address 
can vote once per day throughout the entire 
period of 14 days.

During the brutal cold of last winter, the 
Continuum of Life building was open for the 
homeless and those who didn’t have heat in 
their homes. Roland Wilson said he came to 
the facility as soon as the doors opened and he 
is glad he did. “It makes me feel good to know 
that there are people out her who care about 
me and others like me who need a helping 
hand. We eat three times a day and are kept 
warm.”

The Center is open on the coldest and 
hottest days of the year and in-between offers 
vital services to those who need a helping 
hand.

In the application for the Grow St. Louis 
award, Vera Jones, Neighborhood House Vice 
President of Marketing and Development 
noted, “The St. Louis area is a compassion-
ate community which cares for citizens from 
all walks of life. Funds from Grow St. Louis 
would give Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood 
House the opportunity to continue to provide 
and expand vital services to the homeless, our 
most vulnerable population….

“The wrap-around services provided by 
LBDNH address not only immediate sur-
vival needs for this population, but also help 
individuals and families move toward self-
sufficiency. At the Continuum of Life Center, 
persons can find meals and clothing. They can 
take showers and wash clothes. Case managers 
and volunteers meet with them to assess needs 
and provide additional services, including 
access to medical care. In addition, during 
dangerously severe hot or cold weather, the 
Center becomes a 24 hour shelter, where 
clients can spend their nights safely.”



AUGUST 2014

19 

AUGUST 2014

191919

Photo courtesy of Linda Harrod 
Retired IGRC pastor Miley Palmer leads the morning session on Pastoral Care and Caregiving at the Certified Lay Ministers’ retreat.

Certified Lay Ministers  
attend spring retreat
BY LINDA HARROD AND SALLY HAMON

DECATUR – All seven of the Sangamon River District’s Certified Lay Ministers 
gathered at Decatur Central UMC June 28 for a spring retreat of continuing educa-
tion.

Pastoral Care and Caregiving was the topic of the morning session led by the 
Rev Miley Palmer.  Palmer taught using examples from his personal experience of 
ministry and family.

At midday the group went Decatur First UMC where they helped serve the Last 
Saturday Lunch,   monthly ministry offered to adults and children who need a hot 
meal.

The afternoon session was led by the Revs Sally Hamon and Linda Harrod who 
selected various pastoral care Scriptures passages for discussion and reflection.

This is the second gathering of the districts certified lay ministers with another 
retreat planned for Spring 2015. Those serving as CLMs in the Sangamon River Dis-
trict are: Kent Bangert,  Zion Chapel-Decatur Central UMC; Tom Leeper, Decatur 
Sharon; Kirk Yenerall, Springfield Woodside UMC; Linda Johnston, South Fork 
UMC; Ellen Dixon, Riverton UMC; Steve Wilson, Rochester UMC and Mary Ann 
Hedges, Moweaqua UMC. 

The CLM’s have received continuing education credit for attending the full day 
for each gathering. To learn more about the Certified Lay Minister ministry, visit 
www.igrc.org/clm or contact the Board of Ordained Ministry, www.igrc.org/boom.

Conference NEWSthe curren 

Liberia Partnership launches new scholarship initiative
$175 will provide everything for a year’s education for a child in Liberia
BY BUNNY WOLFE

IGRC Missions and Outreach Coordinator 

The IGRC Liberia Partnership launched a new scholarship 
initiative for children in Liberia at the 2014 Annual Confer-
ence.

Information is posted online at: www.igrc.org/liberia. For 
more information, please contact me at bwolfe@igrc.org. 

Donations toward the IGRC Liberia Scholarship Initiative 
should be sent with Advance #6995 on the designation 
lines of all checks made out to IGRC. This will allow IGRC to 
send scholarship funds, along with a list of the sponsored 
students, two to three times a year instead of the funds 
trickling in through the general advance number. Using 
Advance #6995 will help both IGRC and Liberia better track 
students sponsored and those still needing sponsorship. Of 
the 968 students on our current list, less than 25 are current-
ly sponsored. This will be our focus for not only this school 
year, but for the future. 

Please consider making a difference in the life of a child 
and that child’s family in Liberia. Only $175 per year will not 
only provide the tuition, but also provide a school uniform, 
shoes and school supplies. This amounts to less than $15 
per month and is much lower than the current sponsorship 
of children through other organizations. 

Our initial goal is to sponsor a minimum of 50 students in 
each of the 21 districts in Liberia. Some of those districts 
have a limited number of United Methodist Schools, but 
there are still many children who dream of an education. 
Not all of the schools on our list are United Methodist 
schools but all of the students are connected with United 
Methodist families and will be followed by Helen Roberts-
Evans who is a missionary assigned as the Director of Edu-
cation in the Liberia Annual Conference. Helen works very 
closely with the schools in Liberia. She and her staff have 
developed a list of 968 students in need of scholarships. 

Some of these students are children of 
United Methodist pastors. 

The need and desire for education 
remain strong in Liberia. It is evident 
in the ages of some of the students on 
the scholarship list. For instance, there 
are several students in the upper teen 
years that are only in the lower elemen-
tary grades. In one of the remote, rural 
districts there are students 17 and 18 
years of age who are listed in the third 
and fourth grades.  These are deter-
mined young adults seeking to better 
their lives.

This is not unusual considering the 
vast number of young adults who 
never had an opportunity to attend 
school during their 14 years of civil 
war and years following due to the 
lack of schools. I have often seen 
children sitting just below windows 
of schools in Liberia to catch words 
of the teacher inside the classroom because their parents 
could not afford to send them to school. In our recent trip to 
rural Liberia we saw many children carrying water or caring 
for smaller children who were not in school even though 
a government or church school was just a short walk from 
their homes. 

Educating a child in Liberia provides hope to an entire fam-
ily, including future generations. All parents want a better 
life for their children. Young adults yearning for educa-
tion who have never had that chance are willing to attend 
classes with children in order to gain an education. I’ve seen 
it in many rural schools. It is also expected that educated 
adults will help other family members attain an education. 
This applies even to the needs of the extended family. 

We can’t guarantee direct 
communication with all of the 
students on the scholarship 
list. Without the assistance of 
district superintendents in the 
remote, rural districts of Liberia, 
it will be very difficult to estab-
lish communication between a 
sponsor and a student.  E-mail 
is not available in many parts of 
Liberia and there is no regular 
mail service. It is our hope that 
district superintendents will be 
willing to assist with communi-
cation exchanges by bringing 
letters to Monrovia when they 
are there for meetings. Our work 
teams may take letters from 
sponsors for district superinten-
dents to deliver back into their 
assigned areas.  However, due 
to the isolation of some of the 
schools, this will not always be 

possible. I guess my main question is  do we really have to 
have a photo of a child and an occasional note to be willing 
to help that child attain an education? 

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia is quoted as once 
telling the New York Times interviewer, “The most perma-
nent thing is an education. They can steal your car, they can 
burn your house, but what you have in your head, nobody 
can take away from you.”  

No, we can’t send every child to school in Liberia, but we 
will forever change the lives of children we do send to 
school. Will you prayerfully consider making a difference in 
the life of a child in Liberia by providing a chance for educa-
tion?

We can’t guarantee direct 
communication with all of the 
students on the scholarship 
list. Without the assistance of 
district superintendents in the 
remote, rural districts of Liberia, 
it will be very difficult to estab
lish communication between a 
sponsor and a student.  E-mail 
is not available in many parts of 
Liberia and there is no regular 
mail service. It is our hope that 
district superintendents will be 
willing to assist with communi
cation exchanges by bringing 
letters to Monrovia when they 
are there for meetings. Our work 
teams may take letters from 
sponsors for district superinten
dents to deliver back into their 
assigned areas.  However, due 
to the isolation of some of the 

2014 Liberia Partners' 
Summit dates announced
The 2014 Liberia Partners Summit Steering 
Team has announced that the 2014 Liberia 
Partners Summit will be Nov. 13-14 at 
Nardin Park UMC in Farmington Hills, Mich.

The annual gathering of supporters and 
friends of Liberia will begin on Thursday, 
Nov. 13 with a luncheon gathering. 
Following will be a full schedule of 
information sessions, workshops, discussion 
groups and worship and fellowship.

The Summit will conclude with a banquet 
and worship the evening of Friday, Nov. 14.

The church’s address is: Nardin Park UMC, 
29887 West 11 Mile Rd., Farmington Hills, 
Mich. The church is located a short 30 
minutes from the Detroit Metropolitan 
Wayne County Airport.  The 2013 and 2014 
summits were hosted by Alton Main Street 
UMC.

More information will be available later this 
summer.

Berry, Crawford complete 
mission internships
NEW YORK – Two IGRC young adults are 
completing mission internships with the 
General Board of Global Ministries.

Rachel Berry will complete her 
internship as a family shelter staff 
member in Washington while Kara 
Crawford will complete her internship 
as a coordinator and community, 
congregational organizer in New York. 
Both internships will finish July 31.

The internships are part of a young adult 
mission movement “Engage, Connect, 
Grow,” that aims to engage with local 

communities, connect the church in 
mission and grow in personal and social 
holiness.

McKendree University is a 
‘College of Distinction’
LEBANON. — McKendree University has 
been honored as a College of Distinc-
tion for the 2014-2015 school year. It is 
among a select group of colleges to earn 
this prestigious designation, based on 
excellence in four distinctions: engaged 
students, great teaching, vibrant campus 
communities and successful outcomes.

High school college counselors and edu-
cators nominate colleges and universities 
for recognition by Colleges of Distinction, 
which then evaluates each school based 
on qualitative and quantitative research. 
The colleges and universities are not 
ranked and instead are members of a 
consortium of other equally impressive 
schools.

Colleges of Distinction looks beyond 
rankings and test scores to find col-
leges that are the ideal places to learn, 
grow and succeed. The selection pro-
cess reviews such factors as the school’s 
first-year experience, general education 
program, experiential components of the 
curriculum, the strategic plan, and alumni 
success and satisfaction.

“We focus on colleges that are deeply 
dedicated to students’ learning,” said 
Tyson Schritter, executive editor of Col-
leges of Distinction. “Schools designated 
as ‘Colleges of Distinction’ offer innova-
tive learning experiences that educate, 
nurture and transform students.”
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IGRC youth equipped to challenge a culture of violence 
BY ALICE J. SHIRLEY

IGRC Coordinator of Camping, Retreat and Youth Ministries

NEW YORK CITY -- Of all the opportunities offered on 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference New York City 2014 
seminar trip, the favorite—by far—was the seminar 
itself.  Second on the favorites’ list was a Broadway 
show; third was worship at Riverside Church, and fourth 
was Hurricane Sandy clean-up on Staten Island.  It says 
something about our youth today that spiritual forma-
tion through Christian conversation, worship, and acts 
of mercy trumped the nightlife in Times Square, a visit 
to The Top of the Rock, Fourth of July fireworks, and 
even the cute guy in the hostel café.

The group of 19 high school youth and four adults from 
all over Illinois (and one from Missouri) departed June 
27 and returned July 6, traveling by bus overnight both 
ways.  They stayed at Hostelling International NYC, 
which offers comfortable, clean lodging at a reasonable 
(for NYC) price.  Each day started with devotions and an 
overview of the day’s itinerary and ended with singing 
and reflection on various scriptures which call disciples 
of Jesus Christ to selfless, unconditional love of neigh-
bor and enemy.

  CHALLENGING A CULTURE OF VIOLENCE
The theme of the New York City 2014 seminar, which was 
sponsored by The United Methodist Women and held at 
the Church Center for the United Nations (CCUN), was 
“Challenging a Culture of Violence.”  The seminar began 
each day with creative scripture lessons in the form of 
role plays and small group conversations. 

The seminar also included workshops and sessions on 
the dynamics of oppression; racism, bullying, and vio-
lence in a post-9-11 world; violence in intimate partner 
relationships; human trafficking; and ending the com-
mercial sexual exploitation of children.  

There were two field trips as well.  One was a visit to The 
Door, a comprehensive service center in Soho that pro-
vides everything from health care to legal services and 
recreational opportunities free of charge to 12-21 year 
olds.  A second trip was made to the United Nations 
headquarters, which is situated immediately across the 

street from the CCUN.  Participants learned about the 
UN’s commitment to peacemaking, collaboration be-
tween nations, and improving lives world-wide through 
adequate health care and the protection of human 
rights. 

Asked about an action plan upon arriving home, partici-
pants gave answers like these: “I am planning on ‘being 
the change’ that I wish to see in the world.” “I will share 
about how many acts of violence there are and how the 
church needs to talk about them.” “I will be a more non-
judgmental person,” and “I will do everything I can do to 
support people in my community.”

  ACTS OF PIETY AND WORKS
On Sunday participants attended Riverside, a church 
well-known for its prophetic preaching and social jus-
tice ministries as well as it beautiful Gothic architecture.  
The sermon that day was “The Most Fatal Attraction,” 
based on the story of Jesus’ temptation in the wilder-
ness.  The preacher, Bishop Oliver Clyde Allen, III, of The 
Vision Church of Atlanta, cautioned the congregation 
that they must be very careful that in the course of sat-
isfying their own hungers they do not drive others from 
the table.  It was Gay Pride Sunday at Riverside—as it 
was in many New York City churches that day.  

One day was spent at a home on Staten Island where 14 
feet of storm-surge water destroyed the home of a sin-
gle mom, who also had been defrauded by a construc-
tion company.  Participants painted walls and ceilings, 
taped, reorganized materials, scraped plaster blobs off 
the floor, and separated recyclables from other trash.  
The site supervisor was a member of the Tunnels to 
Towers team with whom the United Methodist Commit-
tee on Relief (UMCOR) collaborates.  Tunnels to Towers 
is a non-profit organization whose commitment to the 
restoration of lives is inspired by a firefighter who died 
in the 9-11 tragedy.

  TOURING ADVENTURES
Two afternoons and two full days were dedicated to 
touring.  Broadway shows were the favorite touring 
destination, and one youth, Joslen Summars of Bement 
UMC, brought home the best souvenir ever:  a selfie 

with Daniel Radcliff (aka Harry Potter). Several others 
obtained autographs.   Shows included “The Cripple 
of Inishmaan,” “Bullets Over Broadway,” and “If/Then.”  
Fireworks, the Empire State Building, and Times Square 
were also hits.

Other sight-seeing destinations included the Statue 
of Liberty and Ellis Island, Central Park, the American 
Museum of Natural History, and the Museum of Modern 
Art (MOMA).  

Here are a few things that the group learned about 
NYC:

•  The best laid plans can be thwarted by broken 
down trains, rain storms, flooded subways, long 
lines, dependence on maps and apps, asking for 
directions, accommodating participant preferences 
and needs, trying to keep the group together,  
searching when separated, fatigue, and the one 
familiar to almost all of us:  human frailty.

•  Everywhere you go you can hear someone speak-
ing another language

•  Subways are not only a means of transportation; 
they are stages for starving artists.

•  There is always room for one more on the subway, 
even if it was full ten people ago

•  The average New Yorker does a lot of walking

•  There are no "short blocks" in NY 

•  Take advantage of the food vendors on the streets; 
they are cheaper and wonderful.

•  Listen to the kids in your group.  They all have 
smart phones with apps for directions and know 
how to use them.  

•  A slice of cardboard pizza and a pop can cost $13

Next summer’s youth trip will be to Youth 2015 to be 
held at the World Center Marriot in Orlando, Fla., June 
24-28.  The IGRC will be providing transportation, sub-
sidies and scholarships, and organizational leadership.  
Washington, D.C., will be 2016’s destination, and we will 
return to New York City in 2017. Contact the camping 
office at 217-529-3007 for more information.
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(TOP RIGHT) The IGRC delegation 
to New York City is pictured 
in front of the United Nations 
building.

(BOTTOM LEFT) In a creative 
Bible Study, Skyler James of 
Charleston Wesley UMC makes 
a case for leniency on King 
Ahab because he was clinically 
depressed.

(BOTTOM RIGHT) IGRC youth 
tackle scraping the floor in a 
home on Staten Island as part 
of the Hurricane Sandy recovery 
work. Plaster dust scattered, 
including the camera which 
took the photograph
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