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Happy Anniversary!
Sept. 1 is our official anniversary as Bishop and Annual 

Conference.  We have been together for one whole year.  I 
wish you could see me doing my “happy dance.”  I know 
there is a way to embed a video link, but that would not be a 
pretty sight. I do hope you feel like dancing, too! It has been 
a good year.

I am celebrating this milestone with you while remem-
bering the words of Karen Carpenter, “We’ve only just begun.” 
The roads that we face as an Annual Conference, and the 
roads we face as a denomination are not smooth and paved. 

There are many challenges in front of us.  The good news 
is that we are on this journey together, and if we are deter-
mined to walk together, yoked with Christ, we will arrive 
where Christ leads. Our greatest challenges are not the roads 
we face, but in the temptation to lag behind or to run ahead 
of Christ.  I believe our best option for moving forward is to 
remain committed to Christ and to one another.  As we are 
yoked with Christ perhaps we will learn to trust him and al-
low him to show us a way forward. 

I have discovered that the “yoke” we share with Christ 
has an elastic band on our side. We often call this elastic 
“freewill.” Christ allows us the freedom and the flexibility to 
choose whether we walk with him and with each another in 
harmony and agreement. The purpose of our being yoked 
with Jesus, per the Scripture, is that we will learn from him. 
My hope is that we will learn to love as Christ loves.

Robert Frost wrote a beautiful poem entitled, “Stopping 
by Woods on a Snowy Evening.”  In this beloved poem, he 
writes: 

The woods are lovely, dark and deep, 
But I have promises to keep, 
And miles to go before I sleep, 
And miles to go before I sleep.
As we celebrate the completion of our first year together 

I am mindful that we have far too much to do to stand still 
and admire the view.  Our Annual Conference continues to 
decline numerically, we are not making new disciples fast 

enough to keep pace with the rate of 
death and attrition in our congregations, 
and there are more ministry challenges 
emerging in our world community each 
day. 

The recent onslaught of violence 
and hatred in Virginia is proof that the 
ministry and presence of our churches 
is needed now more than ever. Hurricane Harvey’s destruc-
tion highlight the continued importance of the church’s vital 
ministry of offering hope, help and healing in a variety of 
ways.  The list could go on and on.

There are “miles to go before [we] sleep.”
Thanks for a great first year. I look forward too many 

more.

God Bless
Bishop Beard

Miles to go before we sleep…

Bishop Frank Beard

Bishop Beard’s Preaching Schedule
SEPTEMBER 2017

Sept. 24 – Galva Grace, 150th Anniversary Worship Service, 2 p.m.

OCTOBER 2017 

Oct. 1  – Glendale-Eddyville UMCs, Cache River District. Worship at 
Eddyville, 8:45 a.m.; Worship at Glendale, 10 a.m.; Worship at Job 
Corps, 5:30 p.m.

Oct. 8  – Pawnee UMC, Sangamon River District, 165th Anniversary 
Worship, 11 a.m.

Oct. 15  – Alton Main Street UMC, Mississippi River District,  200th 
Anniversary, Worship at 9 and 11:15 a.m.

NOVEMBER 2017 

Nov. 12  – Carrier Mills UMC, Cache River District, Worship Service, 9:30 a.m.

DECEMBER 2017 

Dec. 17  – Fairview Heights Christ UMC, Mississippi River District, Worship 
Services, 9 and 11 a.m., 6 p.m.

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard appoints the following:

Curtis Flake to Greenville First, Mississippi River District, 
effective Sept. 1.

Supply not appointed

Mark Crawford, less than ¼ time to Three Rivers Parish 
Associate, Vermilion River District, effective July 1. This is a first-
time assignment.

Change of status

Pamela S Cochran, discontinuation of appointment as part-
time local pastor, effective July 31.

Delbert Essen, discontinuation of appointment of retired local 
pastor, effective Aug. 31.

Gerald Aloran, discontinuation of appointment of part-time 
local pastor, effective July 20.

Deaths
Retired pastor and chaplain 
Merrill O. Challman, 96, died     
Aug. 5 in Louisville, Ky.

He served most of his ministry 
as a chaplain in the U.S. Army. 
His last pastorate in the former 
Central Illinois Conference was 
at Ashland, 1952-1957, before 
being called into active duty again.

He retired from the military in 1973.

His wife, Bethel Challman, survives. Condolences may be sent to 
her and a son, Ron Challman, at7706 Dingle Dell Rd., Louisville, 
KY 40214-5508.

A full obituary may be found at the following website: http://
obits.dignitymemorial.com/dignity-memorial/obituary.
aspx?n=Merrill-Challman&lc=2356&pid=186303598&m
id=7511943

Bishop Frank J. Beard, back 
row far left, is pictured with 
a group that participated 
in the General Board of 
Global Ministries/Council 
of Bishops tour of ODIM 
Guatemala, a community 
healthcare and education 
initiative.
The General Board of Global 
Ministries is underwriting 
ODIM Guatemala’s Healthy 
Mommy and Me initiative, 
which provides funds for 
the mission.

Photo courtesy of 
ODIM Guatemala 

Transition announced in the treasurer’s office
SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard announced Aug. 25 
that the Rev. Rick Van Giesen's appointment as IGRC Treasurer/
Benefits Officer/Director of Administrative Services will change 
Dec. 31.  The decision was made in consultation with the Con-
ference Council on Finance and Administration (CCFA) and 
was not based on misconduct.
The CCFA and the Conference Personnel Committee will be 
leading the process of transition.  In the meantime, please keep 
Rick and his family, Bishop Beard, and our entire IGRC family, 
especially those in Finance and Administration, in your prayers.

The Bishop and CCFA are appreciative for the many years of 
excellent service given by Rev. Van Giesen.  We will have the 
opportunity to express our appreciation to Rick for all that he 
has done for the Conference as a whole and for many indi-
vidual clergy and their families.
Van Giesen was named Assistant Treasurer and Benefits Of-
ficer Jan. 1, 1997. In July 2006, he was named interim treasurer, 
business administrator and benefits officer and on Jan. 1, 2007, 
became the IGRC Director of Administrative Services, Trea-
surer and Benefits Officer.

New campus minister at 
EIU Wesley Foundation

CHARLESTON – The Wesley 
Foundation at Eastern Illinois 
University has selected the Rev. Betzy 
Elifrits Warren as its Campus Minister/
Director effective Sept. 1.  
She succeeds the Rev. Paige Roberts 

who served the EIU campus for 13 years prior to 
being appointed to Altamont First UMC July 1.
Rev. Elifrits Warren is an ordained elder in the Holston 
Annual Conference with an M.Div. from Duke 
University’s Divinity School and a Master’s degree in 
English from University of Tennessee.  
In addition to serving as pastor to local churches in 
Virginia and Tennessee, she assumed leadership on the 
boards at both the University of Virginia-Wise Wesley 
Foundation and University of Tennessee-Knoxville 
Wesley Foundation and interned with the Duke’s 
Wesley Foundation. 
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Dates set for installation of       
District Superintendents
GALESBURG – The installation service for 
Rev. Stephen Granadosin as Spoon River 
District Superintendent will be Saturday, Sept. 
23, 3:30 p.m. at Galesburg First UMC.
For photos of the installation services of Rev. 
Angie Lee as Iroquois River District Superin-
tendent and Rev. Nic Showalter as LaMoine 
River District Superintendent, see page 7 of 
this issue of The Current.

Pekin First hosting Living       
Proof simulcast
PEKIN – Pekin First UMC will host a Living 
Proof simulcast with Christian author and 
speaker Beth Moore on Saturday, Sept. 16 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Tickets are $15 which includes a boxed deli 
lunch.
Reserve your spot today by calling the 
church at 309-347-3155 or emailing Heather 
Robertson at pekin1st.heather@gmail.com 
or through an online tick site at https://tix.
extremetix.com/webtix/4460/event/72565. 

Leadership and Anxiety             
in the Church seminar
MT. VERNON – The Kaskaskia and Mississippi 
River districts, in partnership with the Office 
of Congregational Development and in coop-
eration with the Lombard Mennonite Peace 
Center, will host a Healthy Congregations 
Seminar on Friday, Sept. 22 at Mt. Vernon West 
Salem Trinity UMC, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The registration fee is $50 per person (in-
cludes manual and lunch), or $75 for a couple 
(sharing one manual; two lunches). The pre-
registration deadline is Sept. 13, after which 
the registration fee is $75 per person or $100 
per couple. Attendees may receive 0.5 CEU’s 
for the single event and 1.2 CEU’s if they at-
tend both this event and the Healthy Congre-
gations seminar on Sept. 23 (see below).
Registration may be submitted by download-
ing a brochure at: http://files.constantcontact.
com/72d8f968001/3f192183-6455-45df-
9c4c-bc223e1ca2b1.pdf,  and mailing the 
form from the brochure to the Kaskaskia River 
District Office, 1603 Salem Rd., Mount Vernon, 
IL 62864-2628. Make checks payable to Kas-
kaskia River District.
Contact the Kaskaskia River District office for 
group discounts, motels with group blocks and 
other questions about the event.  

Healthy Congregations          
seminar in Mt. Vernon
MT. VERNON – The Kaskaskia and Missis-
sippi River districts, in cooperation with the 
Lombard Mennonite Peace Center, will host a 
Healthy Congregations Seminar on Saturday, 
Sept. 23 at Mt. Vernon West Salem Trinity 
UMC, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The registration fee is $60 per person (in-
cludes manual and lunch), or $90 for a couple 
(sharing one manual; two lunches). The pre-
registration deadline is Sept. 13, after which 
the registration fee is $85 per person or $115 
per couple. Attendees may receive 0.5 CEU’s 

for the single event and 1.2 CEU’s if they at-
tend both this event and the Leadership and 
Anxiety seminar on Sept. 22 (see above).
Registration may be submitted by download-
ing a brochure at: http://files.constantcontact.
com/72d8f968001/2cb044b7-2c62-4ab3-
bf0d-3e4817c9d7b0.pdf, and mailing the 
form from the brochure to the Kaskaskia 
River District Office, 1603 Salem Rd., Mount 
Vernon, IL 62864-2628. Make checks payable 
to Kaskaskia River District.
Contact the Kaskaskia River District office for 
group discounts, motels with group blocks and 
other questions about the event.  

Disaster Response               
training events
HUDSON – The Illinois Great Rivers Confer-
ence Disaster Response Mini-Academy will 
be Sept. 29-30, at East Bay Camp in Hudson. 
Classes being offered are as follows: 

• Early Response Team training
• ERT re-certification
• Connecting Neighbors (Local Church 

Preparedness)
• Spiritual and Emotional Care Team basic 

training
• Volunteer in Mission Team Leader training

For information or to register, visit www.igrc.
org/disasterresponse or contact Sara Brown, 
chair of the IGRC Disaster Response Commit-
tee at hashbrown2147@msn.com. Deadline 
is Sept. 20.
Fairfield First UMC will host an Early Response 
Team training event on Saturday, Sept. 23.
The mission of an early response team is to 
provide a caring Christian presence in the 
aftermath of disaster. It is a cooperative effort 
between the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) and the United Methodist 
Volunteers in Mission. The team is neither a 
first response group of emergency workers 
nor a recovery, rebuild or repair team. Rather, 
it fills a specific need in the early days after 
a disaster to establish the presence of the 
church.
Register for the Fairfield training event by 
Sept. 15 at: www.igrc.org/disasterresponse or 
contact Brown above.

Walking with Jesus in               
the Wesleyan Spirit
PEORIA – The New Streams Team of the Il-
linois Great Rivers Conference, in cooperation 
with the Illinois, Spoon and Vermilion River 
districts, is offering Walking with Jesus in the 
Wesleyan Spirit, a four-session course for both 
clergy and laity.
The course includes experiencing a time of 

closer relationship with God through under-
standing and applying John Wesley's means 
of grace, and the broader Methodist heritage. 
The result will be a strengthened commitment 
to personal discipleship as you walk with Jesus.
Sessions will be held at Peoria Northwest 
UMC on Sept. 22-23, 2017; Nov. 18; Feb. 17 

and March 24. While participants from 
the host districts (Spoon, Illinois, and 
Vermilion) are particularly encour-

aged to register, the series 
is open to all who wish 
to attend. Participants are 
expected to attend all 
four sessions, which will 
build on one another.
For further information, 
download the brochure 
at http://www.igrc.org/
files/s3files/siteimages/
brochure_newstreams+.

pdf   or contact Beth Fender at bfender@igrc.
org  or by calling 217-529-2611.
Registration deadline is Sept. 15. Register on-
line at: http://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/WWJ17-18 

United Methodist Men Fall Rally
KANKAKEE – The Vermilion River District 
United Methodist Men will host a UMM Fall 
Rally on Saturday, Sept. 23, from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at Kankakee Asbury UMC.
Speakers for the rally included Ken Hudgkins, 
president of the North Central Jurisdiction 
UMM and Jerry Motsigner, former IGRC UMM 
President.
Breakfast and a sloppy joe luncheon will be 
served. Tickets are $8 in advance, $10 at the 
door. Payment for ticket orders can be sent 
to: Bruce Richardson, 602 N. Maple, Herscher, 
IL 60941.
A freewill offering will be taken to offset travel 
costs for the speakers.

The Well for youth and          
children’s ministry workers
TROY – Registration is open for The Well, a 
seminar for local church youth workers and 
children's ministry workers. The event will 
be hosted in O'Fallon Oct. 5, and in Normal 
Oct. 12.
The identical events begin run from 9 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m., concluding with lunch. 
Topics are "The Emotionally Healthy Ministry 
Leader" and "More Than Enough Volunteers." 
Every participant receives five months of per-
sonalized follow up coaching (in partnership 
with Ministry Architects)!
Visit http://harvestconferences.org/thewell for 
more information, or contact Tim Price (tim@
troyumc.org).

Book drive underway for       
Philippine pastors
GALESBURG – A campaign across Illinois 
is underway to collect books for shipment to 
the Philippines.
Rev. Noah Panlilio of Malta UMC and Mr. Pong 
Javier of Cosmopolitan UMC in Melrose Park 
are leading the drive in the Northern Illinois 
Conference along with Superintendent Ste-
phen Granadosin of the Spoon River District 
in the IGRC. This is a national campaign for 
the National Association of Filipino American 
United Methodists (NAFAUM). 
Would you help give a gift that lasts?
Books will be shipped Oct. 15 for arrival in the 
Philippines by Dec. 15.
Visit: http://files.constantcontact.
com/62925eb8001/ee391f99-6a2d-4cc2-

8d53-3c2aee978a69.pdf 

Exploration 2017                   
registration now open
PORTLAND, Ore. – Registration for Ex-
ploration, a three-day event for young adults 
age 18-26, is now open. This biennial event is 
designed to help attendees listen, discern, and 
respond to God's call to ordained ministry, 
as they explore their gifts for service as a 
deacon or elder in The United Methodist 
Church. Exploration is a program of the office 
of young adult discernment and enlistment at 
the General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry (GBHEM).
This year's event will be held Nov. 3-5 in 
Portland, Oregon. Young adults who have 
a sense that God might be calling them to 
ordained ministry, who have wondered what 
ministry in The United Methodist Church is 
all about, who would like help sifting through 
issues involved in an ordained vocation, or 
who want to learn more about The United 
Methodist seminaries and theological schools 
should attend this event. Exploration is part 
of GBHEM's strategy to enable and resource 
leadership within the church.
Exploration seeks to respond faithfully and 
effectively to The United Methodist Church's 
focus on increasing the number of young 
adult clergy in our denomination by creating 
sacred space to challenge the most gifted and 
promising young people of our denomination 
to hear God's call to ordained ministry.
Register or learn more at: http://www.explore-
calling.org/ 

Why Water Matters summit   
Nov. 16-18
MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. – Registration has 
begun for Why Water Matters, an ecumeni-
cal summit offering workshops, worship, and 
keynote presentations from United Methodist 
bishops, Native American activists, professors, 
and ecumenical faith leaders.
The summit will be held Nov. 16-18, Embassy 
Suites Airport, Minneapolis, Minn. Keynotes 
and presenters include Bishop Sally Dyck, 
Bishop Bruce Ough, Chief Arvol Looking 
Horse, Dr. Randy Woodley, Lionel Little Eagle 
Pinn, John Hill, Rev. E. Michelle Ledder, Rev. Paul 
Perez and Laura Pfeffer.  
Why Water Matters was created in response 
to the crisis at Standing Rock, and further 
inspired by the continued need for faithful 
education and action for water justice.  This 
event has been planned by Native American 
clergy and laity, with the hopes of creating 
an inter-generational opportunity for solidar-
ity and transformation.  The leadership team 
encourages each annual conference to bring a 
small group, including at least one young adult. 
From our conference, Bishop Frank Beard is 
attending and several church leaders. IGRC 
members registering for the event are encour-
aged to contact Carol Lakota Eastin for IGRC 
team information.
This summit will provide a theological founda-
tion for environmental action, teach faith 
and community leaders to engage in direct 
communication with government agencies and 
commercial companies that oversee the care 
of bodies of water, offer tools for creating ef-
fective solidarity with Native American spiritual 
and tribal leaders whose source/s of water has 
become threatened, and empower individuals 
to create an action plan for water advocacy 
and/or sustainability in their local communities.
Register before Sept. 1 for the early bird rate 
($175).  After Sept. 1, registration increases 

Announcements & Events

A vibrant, growing 500-member United Methodist congregation in 
southwestern Indiana is looking for someone to serve full-time in music 
and worship arts ministry.  This position is open to both lay and clergy who 
have a passion for connecting the church with God and God’s mission in 
the world.  Check out full posting at  http://www.cumcvincennes.org/
employment. 

Music and Worship Arts ministry

ANNOUNCEMENTS  CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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BY REV. DR. JEROME DEVINE
Director of Connectional Ministries, De-
troit Conference

…so where the river flows 
everything will live.

Given the climate of 
conversations going on across this 

country this past couple of weeks, there are many 
things I thought about offering spiritual reflection 
on for this blog. Exhibited values that contradict 
the core tenets of our faith, that are deeply in 
contradiction to the God of Creation, that are 
inconsistent with the God we have come to see and 
know through the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, have abounded.

Blatant racism, white supremacy, oppressive 
Nazism and the misuse of positions of power have 
all lead to and/or contributed to violence and 
tension. It may seem easier to speak truth to a stone 
than to someone with a rigid ideology and hardened 
heart, yet speak up we must so that grace, love, and 
justice become louder than hate and oppression. Yet, 
as many have stated, the voices are only one initial 
step. Now the real work of dismantling systemic 
and root causes of such oppression needs to begin 
to take place. This is where too often well-meaning 
nice Christians either don’t understand or don’t 
know where to start.

So, I want to take a back-road entrance to the 
issue of white privilege and the Church and to do so 
by talking about the importance of clean accessible 
water. After all, the prophet Ezekiel’s vision was 
that as the water flowed from the altar of God, 
from the very heart of the Holy, “where the river 
flows everything will live.” I certainly would like to 
see such a healing and life-giving stream flow here 
in the United States and globally once again. The 
rhetoric of supremacy and violence is certainly a 
stream of ideology, but it is never life-giving.

When I was mid-way through the fourth grade 
my father moved our family from a small city with 
a population of 30,000 back to a farm near a small 
town of 100. Farming was his love and he was 

tired of being on the road constantly as a traveling 
insurance salesman. As a fourth grader that had 
already moved three times in the past four years, 
I was convinced I had fallen off into the abyss. As 
disruptive and dislocating as that move was, God 
used it over time to help me see things I would not 
otherwise have seen.

One of those insights was the incredible gift 
of water. Our farm was 20 miles from the nearest 
lake or river. There was no irrigation system, so we 
were entirely dependent upon winter snow melt 
and spring and summer rains to be able to raise 
our crops. During a particularly dry season, I can 
remember praying fervently outdoors for the clouds 
to release their life-giving droplets of rain. Then one 
day we were inundated by a cloudburst, receiving 
seven inches of rain in around three hours. I guess I 
prayed a bit too hard! Most of the time the ground 
felt as parched as our throats after a hot day in the 
sun.

The point of this is to highlight how so often 
we take life-giving water for granted. We are so 
accustomed to turning on the faucet, or starting the 
washer or even washing our cars that we may not 
take into account the fragility of that gift. In more 
recent years this has become more highlighted in 
our news here in Michigan and across the north 
central U.S. We are keenly familiar with how 
systemic actions by people in places of privileged 
power set off the sequence of events that poisoned 
the water in the households and businesses in 
Flint. Some are keenly aware of the impact of the 
inequities of the water shutoffs that continue to take 
place in the city of Detroit.

Perhaps fewer of us are directly aware of the 
Water Protectors of the Standing Rock Lakota 
Reservation and many other indigenous nations 
who sought to prevent the Dakota Access Pipeline 
from being built on treaty land of the Lakota and 
under a vital water source. That pipeline now snakes 
like a venomous serpent underneath the Missouri 
River, a source of life-giving water that eventually 
flows all the way to the Gulf of Mexico.

Here is where the issue of white privilege 
and systemic oppression come into the story. In 
Charlottesville, well-armed militia groups carried 
high-powered rifles over their shoulders prior 
to the white supremacist gathering. It was an act 
of intimidation, and sadly it was legal. No police 
presence or action was taken to challenge that show 
of potential violent power.

In sharp contrast, there are multiple photos, 
videos and reliable first-hand accounts from the 
No-DAPL efforts showing the Lakota women elders 
praying, not having any weapon of any kind, and 
being met with pepper-spray. Other non-violent 
and clearly unarmed young people and elders would 
stand in solidarity and be met with rubber bullets, 
biting attack dogs and tear gas. The militia was 
all white, while the Water Protectors were largely 
Native American, though joined by people of 
many racial ethnic communities. White privilege is 
protected systemically.

When public displays of overt racist ideology 
take place, such as the gathering in Charlottesville, 
there is always an upsurge of being upset in our 
white communities and local churches. That is a 
good reaction.

However, there is not always a willingness or 
capacity to see that the way in which our systems of 
justice and media respond is indicative of places of 
privilege or non-privilege systemically. You do not 
have to hold a racist personal ideology to still be a 
participant in and benefiter of such a system. That is 
white privilege in a nutshell.

So, where is the life-giving stream in all of this? 
Choose life by choosing something specific you 
can get involved in that expands your awareness, 
expands your range of relationships, and expands 
the way in which systemic change can take place.

While there are multiple places that I stay 
involved in to address racial equity and issues of 
justice, specifically I have chosen to be part of a 
group planning a Why Water Matters Summit as a 

Why water matters
Christian Conversations

Our Conference, Our Kids: reclaiming our heritage
You may be aware that in 2016 that 
the Illinois Great Rivers Alliance (IGRA) 
brought a petition to Annual Conference 
for a capital campaign “to raise $2.5 million 
to endow the spiritual life programs of the 
IGRC child-serving ministries: Baby Fold, 
Chaddock, Cunningham Children’s Home, 

Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House, and United 
Methodist Children’s Home.”  The petition passed and we 
are now in the process of raising these funds.
There are many ways for each of us to participate in this 
capital campaign to raise $2.5 million.  Some have already 
begun to develop unique ideas that they think will help us 
reach our goal.  Some are talking about “cans-for-coins,” 
some are talking about paying extra apportionments and 
some are talking about other fund raising ideas.
What I would like to do is to make it clear what we are 
actually doing because that will help motivate everyone to 
participate.
The church has a wonderful heritage in our culture of 
caring for the least, the last and the lost.  Think with me 
for a minute.  Who started the schools in our culture?  
The church.  Who started the hospitals in our culture?  
The church.  Who started the senior homes in our 
culture? The church.  Who started the children’s homes in 

our culture? The church.
In our not so distant past the “church” began to divest 
itself of this heritage in the name of “liability.”  And these 
ministries of the church have had to turn to new places 
for funding.  Places not sympathetic to the needs of 
spiritual life development.
We are aware there are three aspects to our lives.  There 
is the spiritual.  There is the emotional.  And there is the 
physical.  The funding sources our agencies have turned 
to are sympathetic to the emotional and physical needs 
of children and families.  But they are not sympathetic to 
the spiritual needs.  Studies have shown us that spiritual 
health is as important to our lives as is the emotional and 
physical.
What we are actually doing with this campaign is 
reclaiming our ministry for the spiritual needs of the 
children and families being served.  In their petition the 
IGRA proposed these funds would be used in many ways, 
“including 1) offering an opportunity for these children to 
know Christ, 2) providing a Christian atmosphere for their 
healing, and 3) imparting a sense of family where none 
existed before.”
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference has an opportunity 
to make a difference in the spiritual of children in our own 
conference as well as the many places where the children 

and families are 
from.  We have 
the opportunity 
to bring the 
Kingdom of God 
a little closer to those 
being served by our child care agencies.
I want to share with you two important things we can 
do to make reclaiming our ministry successful.  First, we 
must be in prayer.  We need to prayer for ourselves and 
how we will be a part of this process.  We need to prayer 
for our congregations and help them understand what a 
mighty work for God this is.  And we need to pray that 
everyone will listen to what God is saying in their life.
Second, we need to discover who is passionate about 
this ministry.  Who are the people within our circle 
of influence that can help make the reclaiming of this 
ministry a success.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact the United 
Methodist Foundation.
Grace and Peace,
Rev. Ted Frost, CFRE
Executive Director
United Methodist Foundation
Email: tfrost@igrc.org

WATER  CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

P.O. Box 3487
Springfield, IL 62708
Office: (217) 529-3217
Cell: (217) 741-5466
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Local Church News

East St. Louis 
Trinity UMC 
hosts Hero 
Central VBS
EAST ST. LOUIS – "Do Good, 
Seek Peace, and Go After It!" was 
the motto for East St. Louis Trinity 
UMC's annual Vacation Bible School 
June 19-24. Utilizing Cokesbury VBS 
curriculum Hero Central, activities and 
learning focused on "taking kids on 
awesome adventures alongside some 
of their favorite Bible heroes and 
discover the qualities that make us 
truly heroic in God."  This event was 
organized and led by Trinity's certified 
lay Minister Edith Laktzian.
Hero Central VBS at East St. Trinity 
had an excellent turnout with an 
average attendance of 35 children, 
ages 5-13, per night along with 
parents.  Many of the children 
attending the VBS came from 
East St. Louis Trinity's surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

In addition to an excellent turn out 
and participation by neighborhood 
children, several Trinity church 
members participated.  Church 
members, who staffed the VBS 
event, transformed into actual hero 
characters with daily missions for 
participants and provided a meal each 
night.
East St. Louis Trinity implemented 
Hero Central VBS using "outer 
space" imagery through characters 
and activities that included Hula 
Hooping, Moon Stepping Contest, 
Bubble Building Balloon and Space 
Volleyball. Learning stations were also 
set up with team leaders who helped 
team members learn to sew, make 
costume designs with shields, warrior 
bracelets and crest in the Space 
Creation Station. Team members also 
created the Assembly Headquarters 
for children to gather each night and 
receive daily missions. Team members 
also led class discussions on topics like 
"David as King"; "Abigail, the Warrior," 
"Young Jesus gains wisdom," "The 
Beatitudes and "Our Divine Power in 
the Holy Spirit.    
A Snack Headquarters was available 
to offer Space Foods--hot dogs, 
smores, nachos, freeze pops, sub 
sandwiches pizza and World Famous 
East St. Louis style popcorn--for 
participants. The high point of the 
VBS event was when participants 
had a chance to experience Greg , 
a chemist, create Space Slime out of 
Space homemade ice cream.         
Hero Central VBS at East St. 
Trinity ended with the awarding of 
certificates and prizes to participants 
with team members and parents in 
attendance. "Do Good, Seek Peace, 
and Go After It!" - what a motto 
to carry forth as East St. Louis 
Trinity UMC continues to engage its 
community through faith in action.
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Local Church News

STAINED-GLASS WINDOW HONORS 
YOUNGS, REMEMBERS OGDON
NEWTON – Two IGRC pastors were honored and remembered 
by the Newton Presbyterian Church recently with a stained-glass 
window.
Rev. Louis Youngs was honored and the late Rev. Frank Ogdon was 
remembered with the dedication of the window.
In June 1993, Youngs retired from active ministry at Robinson First 
UMC and moved to the United Methodist Village in Lawrenceville, 
where he served as chaplain and public relations director. During 
this time, Youngs would provide interim and supply pastoring when 
churches had a vacancy.
In November 2004, Youngs received a call from a golfing friend from 
Newton who was a member of the Presbyterian Church. After filling 
in for several Sundays, Youngs was asked to continue full-time after 
receiving clearance from the Presbytery.
Ogdon was pastor of Newton Grace UMC from 1998 to 2006. 
Working together, the two churches participated together in 
special services at Easter and Christmas. Ogdon had to retire 
due to health reasons and remained in the Newton community. 
Following retirement, the Ogdons became regular participants at the 
Presbyterian Church.
Youngs completed his ministry in Newton on April 17, 2011, and the 
congregation asked Frank to serve as their preaching pastor. Ogdon 
died Oct. 4, 2016.
The stained-glass window was designed and crafted by Larry Collins. 
He and his wife, Kathy, are long-time members of the church. 
The window was installed in a downstairs window, a room that is 
now used as a worship area and also a fellowship center. The main 
sanctuary can only be reached by stairs (which Ogdon and several 
members of the church were not able to navigate.

Photos courtesy of Louis Youngs
Pictured in front of the stained-glass window are Rev. 
Louis Youngs; Diane Ogdon, widow of Rev. Frank Ogdon; 
Larry Collins and Kathy Collins. Also pictured is the 
plaques at the base of the window.

BY PHYLLIS GODWIN

CHAMPAIGN — Mount Vernon 
UMC, located 4 miles north of Cham-
paign in the Iroquois River District, 
recently celebrated the baptism of Eamon 
Charles Lalley Aug. 13. Pastor Naomi Sue 
Roberts performed the baptism.

Eamon’s baptism occurred 143 years 
after the church was originally dedicated 
by John Franklin Phillippe, Eamon’s great, 
great, great, great, great grandson. Eamon 
is the grandson of Charles (Chuck) and 
Sue Arbuckle of Dewey; Chuck is a life-
long church member and descendent of 
the Phillippe family.   Eamon’s parents, 
Kristin Arbuckle Lalley and Tom Lalley, 
brought their son back from Washington, 
D.C., for this auspicious occasion. The 
baptism was an emotional and moving 
celebration of life and continuity of faith 
that blessed the congregation.

Some members have written histo-
ries about the church, namely, Richard 
Rayburn’s historical perspectives on the 
building and renovations over the years 
which resulted in the church receiving 
a “Place in History” Heritage Award by 

the Champaign-Urbana Preservation and 
Conservation Association (PACA).   The 
Heritage Awards are given by PACA to or-
ganizations and individuals for excellence 
in architectural preservation. 

The latest history by Phillip Francis, 
was the result of research compiled for an 
effort to be listed with the State of Illinois 
Bicentennial List of Historical Places.  Be-
cause Phil Francis could document the es-
tablishment of the church going back 175 
years, Mt. Vernon UMC is now recognized 
as an historical Illinois landmark. 

Stonington UMC celebrated 
its 150th anniversary July 30 with Bishop Frank 
J. Beard as its guest speaker. The church was 
founded in 1867 and a banner was created 
sporting the words, “150 years and counting.”

Photo courtesy of Dave Pickett

Mt. Vernon UMC baptizes 
descendant of 
pioneer founder
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East Peoria First UMC celebrating Diamond Jubilee
EAST PEORIA – East Peoria First UMC will 

observe a Diamond Jubilee Sept. 29-Oct. 1. The 
weekend of events will celebrate 60 years in the cur-
rent church building and 150 years as a congrega-
tion in the East Peoria community.

Festivities include a Sept. 29 ribbon cutting 
ceremony with the East Peoria Chamber of Com-
merce at 11:30 a.m. On Sept. 30, an Open House 
will be held at the church from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Performing throughout the open house will be the 
church’s own Puppets for Jesus, the various choirs 
and musicians of the church, and Ignite, their 
praise band.  A video of the construction of the 

current church building will 
be shown continually.  There 
will be historical photos and 
items on display and lots of 
fun activities for the kids 
including a bouncy house.  A 
picnic lunch will be served 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The event will conclude 
on with an Oct. 1 worship 
service at 9:30 a.m.  Rev. 
Mary Kathryn Pearce, Illinois 
River District Superintendent, will deliver the 
sermon.  The worship service will be followed by 
a lunch for all in attendance where the church will 
recognize those from the congregation that have 
been members for 50 years or more.

For additional information you can call the 

church at 309-699-5417 or email Pastor Mary Ar-
nold at epfumc@comcast.net.

HISTORY OF EAST PEORIA FIRST UMC
In 1828, many years before there was any 

thought of an East Peoria, the first sermon 
preached in Fondulac Township was by Samuel 
Brown, a Methodist minister.  The place was a 
sawmill on Ten Mile Creek and in 1835 the Buck-
eye School was built in the same community and 
services were conducted there.

In 1860 a hardware store clerk gathered a few 
children and started a Sunday School in a log cabin 
in Cole Hollow.  Rev. Henry Apple, a Methodist 
minister was appointed to serve this group in 1867 
and soon thereafter, a church was constructed with 
Capt. A.S. Cole contributing the first $250.00 and 
hauling the lumber.

The name of the church has been changed 
many times.  The names were Blue Town Sunday 
School, Hilton, Coleville, Fon Du Lac, Method-
ist Episcopal Church, Community Church, back 
to Methodist Episcopal Church, First Methodist 
Church and in 1968 to First United Methodist 
Church.

In 1890 the first trustees were named and 
in August 1890 a building committee was ap-
pointed to construct a church in East Peoria known 
as Methodist Episcopal Church.  A low bid of 
$1,761.00 was accepted to construct a new church 
building.  Soon after, the building burned and the 

structure that replaced it 
was remodeled and altered 
several times.  This build-
ing was located at 250 East 
Washington Street and was 
torn down in the fall of 
1978 after serving another 
denomination.  It served the 
church well through 1958 
when they moved to their 
present location.

In November 1953, hav-
ing outgrown this structure, 

the congregation started talking about the need for 
a new church.  Therefore, definite plans were made 
for a new church in the form of a financial cam-
paign and the securing of an architect.  The site of 
154 East Washington Street, the A.S. Cole Mansion, 

was secured for the church and the property was 
purchased.  On March 10, 1957, ground breaking 
ceremonies were held and the cornerstone was laid 
in September.

The new building was completed at a cost of 
$250,000 with 18 months of volunteer labor.  It was 
consecrated Oct. 5, 1958.  On Nov. 28, 1965, the 
building was dedicated debt free.

 The property at 100 Cole Street was purchased 
in 1920 by William and Mamie Frey.  They built 
a home on the property and it was completed in 
1922.  The church purchased the property and 
house in 1953 to be used as a parsonage.  The first 
Pastor to live in the parsonage was Rev. Russell 
Coulter.  The last Pastor to live in the parsonage was 
Rev. Bob Hearth in 1998.  The house was demol-
ished in 2015.

In 1967, the church took another step for-
ward by installing air-conditioning throughout the 
church.

On Oct. 1, 1974, a house was purchased in East 
Peoria.  It is and has been used as a parsonage for 
the directing pastors.

Hansel and Gretel Day Care Center, now 
known as Leap of Faith Learning Center, was 
started in 1974.  It continues to offer a program for 
children 2-5 years of age with operating hours from 
6:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

In February 1983, the East Peoria Food Pantry 
was started to serve needy families that live in the 
61611 ZIP code.  It is staffed by a team of volunteers 
every Monday from 1 to 3 p.m.

In May 1991, the Administrative Council voted 
for a new addition to be built and ground breaking 
was held on July 21, 1996.  The new addition pro-
vided a new entry, an elevator to make the church 
accessible to everyone, and new restrooms.  The 
new addition was completed in May 1997.

 It has been quite a journey from a sawmill on 
Ten Mile Creek to the present location.  There has 
been a “long line of splendor” of clergy and laity 
together who have led this congregation through 
these years of ministry to seek to “Love God, Love 
Others and Live Our Faith”.

 The church has occupied a prominent place at 
the heart of the community and has kept the com-
munity at heart.  Through their cooperative efforts, 
the church shall continue to be a living witness to 
the power of God in this community.

Cisco UMC 
recently completed a 
mission trip to Chavies, 
Ky., where they worked 
on a project through 
Appalachian Service 
Project, a General Advance 
Special of The United 
Methodist Church.
(FAR LEFT) Cisco member 
Johnny Koopman, 15, 
is pictured working with 
William, right, a family 
member at the work site.
(LEFT) The Cisco crew is 
seen preparing a foundation 
for deck stairs. Carolyn 
Kleven of Monticello UMC, 
is on the left; Joe Koopman 
of Cisco UMC, is in the 
center, and Aaron Koenigs 
is at the right.

Photos courtesy of Rick Pierce
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BY BISHOP FRANK BEARD

I thought I was good at giving until I 
became the pastor of Castleton United 
Methodist Church (CUMC) in India-
napolis, Ind.  This congregation showed 
me the fun and the joy of giving in a 
manner that makes a big difference. 
The three biggest lessons I learned from 
CUMC are:

1. People love to give, especially when 
they know that their giving will 
make a difference.

2. We can do exponentially more 
when we put our gifts together.

3. Our tangible gifts can help open 
the door for us to communicate the 
gospel.

CUMC held an annual event that they 
called “Ingathering Sunday.” Ingather-
ing Sunday was one of the highlights of 
our entire church year.  The concept is 
simple: survey the needs and ministry 
opportunities in your community, create 
a list of tangible items used by those 
agencies and ministries, set a Sunday for 
folks to bring the needed items to the 
church, offer gratitude and thanksgiv-
ing to God, then distribute the items to 

the agencies and ministries that have a 
direct contact with the community.

I know this sounds so simple, but the 
impact is tremendous.  It is amazing 
when folks see the fruit of their work 
and efforts literally sprawling and spill-
ing over the chancel area of the church.  
It is exciting to watch folks give when 
they know that their gifts will have a 
direct effect upon others.  I witnessed 
tears and cheers of joy every Ingather-
ing Sunday.  I was also able to hear some 
beautiful stories about lives, both young 
and old, that were touched through our 
generosity.  Ingathering Sunday became 
my second favorite Sunday of the year 
(nothing tops Easter Sunday).

It is easy to plant a spirit of generosity 
and joyous giving in your church by 
hosting an Ingathering Sunday.  It does 
not have to be Thanksgiving Sunday. 
Any Sunday will work. Be creative. 
There are a multitude of ways to express 
gratitude and thanksgiving. 

God has been so good to all of us.  Cre-
ate an atmosphere where you and your 
congregation can express and offer 
thanksgiving while becoming a blessing 
to others.

DS Installation

Iroquois River District Superintendent Angie Lee 
receives one of the symbolic gifts of superintendency 
during the Aug. 5 installation service at Champaign 
Faith (top).

Bishop Frank J. Beard and LaMoine River District 
Superintendent Nic Showalter prepare for Showalter’s 
installation service July 29 at Pittsfield UMC (left).

The final installation service for Spoon River District 
Superintendent Stephen Granadosin will be Saturday, 
Sept. 23, at Galesburg First UMC.

Additional photos may be found at: 
www.igrc.org/galleries

Photos courtesy of Tracy Hagman and Nic Showalter

INGATHERING SUNDAY

Dear IGRC family,
What can we do?
I've heard that question over and over as the news of those affected by Hurricane 
Harvey's destructive forces are made known. Because United Methodists are people 
of action, we often wish to be able to do something to assist. I am writing to en-
courage your participation in ministry to those suffering from this storm by offering 
a few suggestions on what we can do together.
As with any disaster, we United Methodists, through the United Methodist Com-
mittee on Relief (UMCOR) are already organizing and positioning ourselves for the 
time it will take to get the region back on its feet. It is often said that UMCOR is one 
of the first to arrive and one of the last to leave following a disaster.
Let me offer some guidance on how we can be most effective in lending a hand 
without adding to the misery through the wrong kind of response.

1. Pray first! This is something that we all can do. Pray for those affected 
by the storms (remember, they are survivors, not victims), as well as their 
families, first responders, churches and pastors. Prayer is essential to our 
efforts making an eternal difference. 

2. Be patient. There is a tendency to want to go to the disaster site. But 
before rebuilding and recovery can begin, waters must recede and assess-
ments must be done.  Our Conference Communications team will be 
keeping us informed as information from the Rio Grande and Texas Annual 
Conferences become available. Wait until we are officially invited.

3. Be helpful. While it is true that persons lost clothing and other physical 
items, we do harm when we overwhelm them with our hand-me-downs 
when they come at the wrong time and are not needed. Cash donations 
are the best means for providing UMCOR the flexibility it needs. When 
you give to UMCOR, 100 percent of your gift will be directed to the 
designated need - a claim other charitable organizations cannot make. Our 
apportionments and UMCOR Sunday offering pay for the administrative 
overhead that makes this happen. You can give through your local church to 
General Advance #901670 and designate it to Hurricane Harvey. You may 
also donate online at: https://secure3.convio.net/gbgm/site/SPageNaviga-
tor/umcor_donate.html?type=1002&project=901670 

4. Begin small. Get a Sunday School Class or a Bible Study Group, or anoth-
er group of interested folks and assemble flood buckets for UMCOR. Our 
own Midwest Mission Distribution Center is part of the UMCOR network 
and they are already busy shipping flood buckets to the area. But in order 
to be able to respond, we must replenish the flood buckets. Information on 
how to assemble the UMCOR flood buckets can be found at: http://www.
umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies  These buckets have all of the essential 
items needed to assist people with cleanup once the waters recede.

5. Get training in early disaster response. This training could open the door 
for your leadership and or service on future work teams. Our Confer-
ence Disaster Response Team regularly hosts training events throughout 
the conference. If your church would like to train a number of volunteers, 
trainers will come to you. Contact Christy Blickensderfer (cblickensder-
fer@igrc.org) in the conference office for more information. Among the 
upcoming training events are an Early Response training at Fairfield First 
UMC on Sept. 23 and a Disaster Response Mini-Academy Sept. 29-30 
at East Bay Camp in Hudson. Visit the Conference Disaster Response 
webpage (www.igrc.org/disasterresponse) for more details and a link for 
registering online. 

I would also ask that each IGRC congregation take a special offering during 
September for those affected by Hurricane Harvey. You choose which 
Sunday. We may not all be able to give equally, but we each can participate 
in alleviating human suffering. The offering can be sent to the Conference office 
where it will be promptly routed to the disaster area through UMCOR. Designate 
the offering for Hurricane Harvey.
We are standing at the beginning of a long journey with our sisters and brothers in 
Texas. The longest journey still begins with just one step. Let's make sure our steps 
are measured and helpful with the goal of bringing health and wholeness as the 
hands and feet of Jesus. Blessings to each of you for caring.
Thanks for your willingness to help!
God Bless
 

Bishop Frank J. Beard

Bishop issues pastoral     
letter on Hurricane Harvey

BISHOP’S ANNIVERSARY GIFT TO IGRC
In celebration and appreciation of our one-year anniversary as Bishop and Conference a special gift will be 
given to the Our Conference Our Kids (OCOK) Campaign. I am giving a gift in honor of each of the churches 
in our Annual Conference.  I cannot physically get to every church, but I can reach out to each congregation 
that I am responsible for with a tangible gift. My wife and I are donating a total of $5,000 to the OCOK 
campaign. This gift is given in honor and appreciation for each one of the congregations in the IGRC.
Thank you ALL for receiving me as your new Bishop and spouse. Thanks for a great first year. 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
Bishop Frank and Melissa Beard
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My shock, dismay and grief over the clashes 
between white supremacy advocates and counter-
protesters in Charlottesville, Virginia, continue to 
grow. I grieve for the lives lost, and pray for the fam-
ily of Heather Heyer, the families of the two state 
troopers killed while monitoring the Charlottesville 
demonstration from the air, and for the healing of all 
the injured. I am shocked by the blatant resurgence 
of white nationalism, neo-Nazism and racially moti-
vated domestic terrorism in the United States. I am 
dismayed (and frightened) by the animosity, division, 
extremism and evil that is spiraling out of control in 
the U.S.

Let there be no excuses or political justification for 
the evil that was on full display in Charlottesville last 
Saturday. Nor, let us forget that many such displays 

of white supremacy, racism and hatred go un-
reported or under-reported in many places. White 
supremacist and neo-Nazi ideologies are abhorrent 
and entirely inconsistent with the Christian faith.

Jesus called his followers to “love your neighbor.” 
It is clear this key spiritual imperative means all 
neighbors without regard to race, color, religion or 
national origin. And, Paul taught that “enmities, strife, 
jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions and factions” are 
among many works of the flesh that are antitheti-
cal to the kingdom of God. “By contrast, the fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” 
(Galatians 5: 19-23) These works of the Spirit lead 
to peace-making and the kingdom of God.

The Social Principles of our United Methodist 
Church are a clarion call and powerful witness in 
times such as these. “We affirm that no identity or 
culture has more legitimacy than any other. We call 
the Church to challenge any hierarchy of cultures or 
identities.” (Para. 161A, The Nurturing Community, 
page 110, 2016 Book of Discipline). And, from Para. 
162A The Social Community, page 120: “Racism, 
manifested as sin, plagues and hinders our relation-
ship with Christ, inasmuch as it is antithetical to the 
gospel itself … Therefore, we recognize racism as 
sin and affirm the ultimate and temporal worth of 
all persons … We commit as the Church to move 
beyond symbolic expressions and representative 
models that do not challenge unjust systems of 
power and access.”

Martin Luther King, Jr. echoed a similar sentiment 
when he challenged the United States to transform 
the thin paper of the Declaration of Independence 
that affirms the self-evident truth “that all men are 

created equal, are endowed with certain inalienable 
rights” into thick action.

I pray that the shock, dismay and grief of Charlot-
tesville will be a turning point for the U.S. and even 
our global United Methodist church. We share 
collective responsibility to turn our thin words into 
thick action. We share collective responsibility to 
break our silence. We share collective responsibility 
to restore health to the communities and relation-
ship out of which extremism, hatred and racism 
grow. We share collective responsibility, as follow-
ers of the Prince of Peace, to create non-violent 
communities where people with different political 
and religious views respect each other. We share 
responsibility to articulate the vision of the Beloved 
Community where no person feels endangered on 
account of their social, racial or cultural identity.

This collective responsibility begins by each of us 
examining our own hearts for the prejudice that 
contributes to attitudes of supremacy or hatred, 
or to violence, or silence or fear. Peacemaking and 
reconciliation always begins within.

This is the moment for The United Methodist 
Church and all peoples of faith to be bold in our 
witness against racism and white supremacy. The 
vision of the Beloved Community lies not behind us, 
but before us. I urge us to pray for the Holy Spirit 
to break through and work through The United 
Methodist Church to heal our broken world and 
make tangible, visible the kingdom on earth as it is 
in heaven.

Bishop Bruce R. Ough, President
Council of Bishops
The United Methodist Church

Council of Bishops president issues 
pastoral letter following Charlottesville

National News

#108062 Holding Up Your Corner: Guided Conversations about Race
This resource is designed to help pastors and other faith leaders 
address issues of race and inequity in their communities.  It is a six-
hour experience that includes the presentation of key content through 
brief video clips, activities, and guided discussion in small groups 
around tables, as well as times for sharing with the whole group.  
The kit includes DVD (video content for each conversation segment), 
leader's guide, sample participant guide, and paperback book.

#106080    Fear of the Other 
William Willimon challenges us to examine and intentionally improve 
our interactions with persons we may consider 'others.'  In this five-
session DVD study, conversations between Will Willimon and Delia 
Ramirez focus on each of the five sessions of the book:  1) Saved by the 
other;  2) The other, my enemy;  3) Learning to fear like Christians;  4) 
Loving the other in church;  5) Jesus, the Other.  Includes leader’s guide 
and paperback book.

BOOKS:
#817178 America's Original Sin: Racism, White Privilege, 
 and the Bridge to a New America by Jim Wallis

#817082 Befriend: Create Belonging in an Age of Judgment, 
Isolation, and Fear by Scott Sauls

#817050 Makes Me Wanna Holler: A Young Black Man in America 
by Nathan McCall

#817066 Radicalizing Peace: How Your Good, Small, Faithful 
Steps Can Change the World  by Mark Traylor

#817176 Stand Your Ground: Black Bodies and the Justice of God 
by Kelly Brown Douglas

Go to www.igrc.org/umrc_bibliographies to see a variety of 
resource lists including ‘Fall Holidays’ (underscore between umrc and 
bibliographies).

UMRCUNITED MEDIA 
RESOURCE CENTER

Resources available to borrow from the UMRC

For questions or to make resource suggestions, contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org or 217-529-2744. for youdelivery

''love YOUR neighbor''

''We afFIrm that no 
identity or culture 

has more legitimacy 
than any other.'' 

10

th
e

 curre
n

t | SEPTEMBER 2017



National News

BY SHANNON MARTIN AND SAM HODGES

HOUSTON (UMNS) – United Methodists minis-
ters have been among those rescued from rising waters 
in Houston as Tropical Storm Harvey continues to bring 
catastrophic flooding to much of south Texas.

The Rev. Vincent Harris, a Texas Conference district 
superintendent, and his wife, Paula, had about a foot of 
water in their house Sunday when officers of the Klein, 
Texas, police department knocked on their door and en-
couraged them to evacuate.

“We felt it was best to go,” Harris said.
They were taken to safety by boat and are spending 

the night in a family member’s vacant house. Harris noted 
that he and his wife are veterans of Houston’s chronic 
flooding, but were unprepared for what Harvey has 
brought.

“I don’t think anyone thought it would be this bad,” 
he said. “I’ve been here for 20 years, and I’ve never seen 
anything like this.”

The Rev. R. DeAndre Johnson, pastor of music and 
worship life at Christ United Methodist Church in Sugar 
Land, Texas, posted on Facebook on Aug. 27 that he and 
his family were on top of their house, awaiting rescue.

Johnson told Facebook friends “if you have a pontoon 
boat and are able to come help, then I’ll gladly welcome 
you to my home right now and will send the rescue team 
to someone else.”

He posted in the early evening of Aug. 27 that he and 
his family had been rescued “by a team of kind, generous 
friends from our new church as well as perfect strangers 
from our neighborhood who did good deeds. Our feet are 
dry, and we are headed to overnight at the senior pastor’s 
house.”

Johnson said in a phone interview that his neighbor-
hood was flooded and that there was about 10 inches of 
water in his house when he decided to take to the roof and 
wave for rescue -- a strategy authorities had suggested for 
those wanting to be evacuated.

"My fear was that it would continue to rise and the 
water would get into the electric outlets," he said. "We just 
needed to get out."

The Rev. Chappell Temple, senior pastor of Christ 
United Methodist Church, was part of a team that used an 
ocean kayak to float the Johnson family to safety. 

"It was an interesting day," Temple said. "I thought, 
`This is our Dunkirk, this civilian flotilla.'"

The Rev. Andrew Wolfe, associate pastor at St. Paul’s 
United Methodist Church in Houston, lost his home and 
both cars to the floods.

“We are really close to Bray’s Bayou, and the water 
rose very quickly,” he said. “The rain and floodwaters have 
not let up. Everything is our area is flooded from front-
door to front-door.”

Wolfe just moved into his home in recent weeks and 
did purchase flood insurance, but with the 30-day waiting 
period, he is not sure if his home will be covered.

“Our family is safe and that is the most important 
thing,” he said.

Greg Postel, meteorologist and hurricane specialist 
for The Weather Channel, said the Houston area could be 
headed for "the worst flooding disaster in U.S. history;” 
and Texas Gov. Greg Abbott, appearing on Fox News Sun-
day, said: “We’re measuring rain these days not in inches 
but in feet.”

Most Houston-area United Methodist churches can-
celled services or worshipped online because people were 
either stranded in their homes or pastors wanted to keep 
folks off the roads, said Texas Conference Bishop Scott 
Jones.

“The flooding is widespread in the Houston area. 
There is not one area that has not been affected. I am pray-
ing for all involved,” he said.

Scott Moore, Texas Conference disaster response 
director, expects cleanup from the flooding to take years. 
He said all who can help will be needed, once it is safe to 
begin. 

“This is a great time for 
everyone to be the hands and feet 
of Christ,” Moore said. “We need a 
hub church in every area that has 
flood damage to step up and help. 
We have so much damage (that) 
this disaster is going to take every-
one working together.”

Moore added that churches 
across the nation can help by sending donations directly to 
United Methodist Committee on Relief Domestic Disaster 
Response Advance #901670.

UMCOR has had a request from Jones for a $10,000 
emergency grant and will “expedite the process” and is 
“prepared and positioned to offer additional support,” said 
Catherine Earl, director of disaster and U.S. partner rela-
tions for UMCOR, in a letter to Jones.  

Tropical Storm Harvey came ashore late Aug. 25 as a 
Category 4 hurricane, and damaged some United Method-
ist churches along the Texas Gulf Coast.

Getting reports from the area has been a challenge, 
since most residents evacuated and cell phone service and 
electricity have had outages.

The First United Methodist Church in Portland, 
Texas, reported that its day school building is likely a total 
loss, and the church itself is flooded. The Rev. Will Rice, 
the Rio Texas Conference's director of communications, 
said La Vernia United Methodist Church’s historic sanctu-
ary also was seriously damaged.

No report has been received yet on the First United 
Methodist Church in Rockport, Texas, a community that 
was clobbered by the hurricane.

Rice said the Rio Texas Conference hopes to deploy 
disaster response teams beginning Tuesday, Aug. 29.

Shannon W. Martin is the Texas Conference director of 
communications. Sam Hodges reports for United Methodist 
News Service from Dallas. News media contact: Vicki Brown 
at (615) 742-5470 or newsdesk@umcom.org.

TEXAS FLOODING FORCES RESCUE OF MANY

Refugees revitalize country church: the story before All Saints
BY HEATHER HAHN

NEW BERN, N.C. (UMNS) – The aging members of 
Rhems United Methodist Church prayed that they would 
once again have children bustling into their sanctuary.
God answered their prayers – but not the way they 
expected.
Today, the country church in New Bern, North Carolina, 
buzzes with the energy of young families. Its choir can fill 
the front of the church, and its youth group of about 20 
teens can fill multiple pews.
Most of these new United Methodists are Karen (pro-
nounced Kah-REN) refugees or the children of Karen 
refugees. They came to the U.S., by way of Thailand, after 
being driven from their native Burma by one of the world’s 
longest civil wars.
In a small town about two hours southeast of Raleigh, they 
are building a new life and reviving a church.
“Every Sunday, I look out and think, ‘This is a miracle,’” said 
the church’s pastor, the Rev. Connie Stutts. “I can’t believe I 
get to be part of this.”
This story might sound familiar to anyone who has seen 
a trailer for the movie All Saints, which opened Aug. 25 
across the U.S. The movie, starring John Corbett, is based 
on the experiences of the real-life All Saints’ Episcopal 
Church in Smyrna, Tenn., about a half hour south of Nash-
ville.
In 2007, the Episcopal congregation had dwindled down 
to 12 members and faced imminent closure when a new 
priest and newly-arrived Karen refugees gave the church a 
renewed sense of purpose.

The congregations of All Saints’ and Rhems share more 
than a Hollywood-ready tale of rebirth. They have a per-
sonal connection.
Ye Win, the refugee who helped give All Saints its new 
start, first got his start in the U.S. with the sponsorship of 
Rhems United Methodist Church.
“When I was in the United Methodist church in North 
Carolina, the families of the congregation helped me,” Win 
said. “When I got to Tennessee, I helped other families. I 
believe that was God’s plan.”
Win, the son of an Anglican missionary, is now a full-time 
Episcopal lay minister. He helps fellow refugees in the 
Smyrna area find work, navigate social services and get 
settled in their new home. The actor Nelson Lee plays him 
in the movie.
However, when Win and his pregnant wife arrived in 
North Carolina in 2004, they did not know a person in 
town. They needed a friend, and they found one in Helen 
Dawley.
Dawley, a retired teacher, had recently moved to New 
Bern herself from Florida. She quickly got involved with 
Rhems United Methodist as well as Interfaith Refugee 
Ministry.
As she told her daughter Heidi Knopp, the refugees were 
here, they needed help and she could provide it. “I had 
time and a car,” said Dawley, who is now 91.
Her church also needed broadening, she told her daughter. 
Specifically, they needed children.
Not long after she joined the church, Dawley asked if the 
United Methodist Women would be willing to spon-

sor one of two newly arrived refugee couples — that is, 
provide them with transportation and other support until 
they got on their feet. The Wins were one of the couples.
“I looked around that room, and everyone had gray hair 
and all of them were older than I was, and I was approach-
ing retirement,” said the Rev. Margaret Foote, the church’s 
pastor at the time. “One person in the group spoke up and 
said, ‘I can do that.’ Then others spoke up and said, ‘I can 
give some time to that.’”
Church members soon had volunteered to sponsor both 
couples, and Dawley invited the newcomers to join them 
in worship.
That leap of faith was just the beginning.

REFUGEES  CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Photo courtesy of Sony
Ye Win (played by Nelson Lee) and the Rev. Michael Spurlock (played 
by John Corbett) talk about the work of All Saints’ Episcopal Church in 
the new movie “All Saints.”
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For Win, the most meaningful times with the 
Rhems congregation were the congregation’s 
monthly Holy Communion services. He and his 
wife barely knew English at the time, so they 
didn’t understand the preaching or the hymns. 
But Eucharist they understood, and they rejoiced 
to be welcomed at the table.
The congregation also threw his wife and him a 
baby shower. “I very much enjoyed it because we 
don’t have anything like that in our country,” Win 
said. When their daughter was born, the couple 
happily had her baptized at the church.
Ultimately, the young family decided to move to 
suburban Nashville at the encouragement of a 
fellow refugee. Thinking of his daughter’s future, 
Win said he wanted to live closer to universities. 

After living in Bangkok for years, he also missed 
city life.
With the move to Smyrna, Win decided to check 
out the small Episcopal church, knowing it was 
the U.S. branch of the Anglican Communion. The 
film “All Saints” depicts that experience.
Meanwhile, Rhems UMC continued to draw 
more Karen refugee families to its worship 
services, many at Dawley’s invitation. The church 
slowly grew from an average worship attendance 
of 35 to more than 70, and its average age plum-
meted.
The growth wasn’t always easy, and some long-
time church members chose to leave.

REFUGEES  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Photo courtesy of Rhems UMC
The Rev. Connie Stutts baptizes new Christians in the Neuse River in New Bern, N.C. Rhems’ 
membership is now about 60 percent Karen and other refugees from Burma.

BY LINDA BLOOM

The United Methodist Judicial Coun-
cil will consider two petitions arguing 
that the issue of homosexuality does 

not fall under the denomination’s doctrinal standards.

The petitions are among the 12 docket items for delibera-
tion when the denomination’s top court meets Oct. 24-27 
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Los Angeles Airport. As usual 
for the council’s fall agenda, most items are related to 
bishops’ decisions of law or petitions for declaratory deci-
sions from recent annual conference sessions.

Both the Denmark and California-Pacific annual confer-
ences approved motions asking the Judicial Council to 
make a declaratory decision on whether the “incompat-
ible” language violates the denomination’s constitution.

The denomination’s Social Principles, which are in both 
the Book of Discipline and Book of Resolutions, state 
that the practice of homosexuality is “incompatible with 
Christian teaching.”

But the motion from the Rev. Jørgen Thaarup, submitted 
by the Denmark Conference, argues that “Christian teach-
ing” is synonymous with “Christian doctrine” and that 
the church constitution prohibits General Conference, 
the church’s lawmaking body, from changing or adding to 
church doctrine as elaborated in church law.

“The question of homosexuality is not addressed in the 
doctrinal standards of The United Methodist Church,” the 
motion said. “Therefore, the question of homosexuality 
is not a question of doctrinal standards or standards of 
faith.”

A similar motion was sent to the court from the Califor-
nia-Pacific Conference, citing the “restrictive rule” against 
General Conference establishing “new standards or rules 
of doctrine contrary to our present existing and estab-
lished standards of doctrine.”

Public proclamations by a clergywoman about her sexual-
ity and the handling of a complaint against her were cited 
in a petition on a decision of law from Iowa.

Craig Scott, a lay member, made a request to Bishop Lau-
rie Haller for a decision of law related to the Rev. Anna 
Blaedel. Citing her public disclosure during the 2016 Iowa 
Annual Conference that she is “a self-avowed, practicing 
homosexual,” the five questions in his request focused 
on both the effect of Blaedel’s public statements and the 
review process of a complaint filed against her.

The request questions whether the dismissal of the com-
plaint by then-resident Bishop Julius Trimble was handled 
properly in accordance with church law.

“If Rev. Blaedel has not retracted her 
public statement that she is ‘a self-
avowed practicing homosexual’ and 
her statement has not been disproven 
by any proper review process, may her 
ministerial office be subject to further 
review…?” the request asked.

In her decision of law, Haller’s response 
was that she, as a bishop, had no authority to review or 
rule on action in a judicial or administrative process. 
Some of the questioning also was hypothetical, she wrote.

A decision by the Baltimore-Washington Conference’s 
Board of Ordained Ministry to not include Tara C. Mor-
row, a certified candidate, on the approval list for ordina-
tion resulted in a call for a decision of law from Bishop 
LaTrelle Easterling during the 2017 annual conference 
clergy session.

The board’s actions also prompted the Rev. J. Phillip 
Wogaman — about to celebrate the 60th anniversary of 
his elder’s ordination — to turn in his clergy credentials. 
Wogaman said then that his “heart breaks” for Morrow, 
a lesbian who also was not approved for ordination as 
a deacon in 2016, and for “others like her” excluded by 
church law.

After the board’s chair explained that Morrow’s recom-
mendation was deferred to allow time to review the im-
plications of a decision from the Judicial Council’s spring 
meeting, the Rev. Charles Parker asked for a decision of 
law from Easterling.

Parker wanted to know “whether the board was within 
its rights to create a new category of candidates who are 
approved by the requisite three-fourths majority of the 
board, but not brought forward for a vote of the clergy 
session.”

Easterling ruled that the use of the word, “shall,” in Para-
graph 324 of the United Methodist Book of Discipline 
meant “there is no requirement for her to be voted on at 
this time.”

Two items from the Greater New Jersey Conference on 
the court’s fall agenda are related to the Rev. Jisun Kwak, a 
district superintendent suspended from duty in 2016.

On May 21, during the 2017 Greater New Jersey Annual 
Conference, the clergy session turned down the Board of 
Ordained Ministry’s recommendation for an involuntary 
leave of absence for Kwak. That leave had started last fall. 
Kwak received a new appointment, effective July 1, as 
pastor of Christ United Methodist Church in Fair Haven, 
New Jersey.

After the action by the clergy session, the Rev. Robert 

Costello asked for a decision of law from Bishop John 
Schol about Kwak receiving back salary and benefits “at 
the level she was receiving as of Oct. 22, 2016.” Schol 
agreed the vote nullified the involuntary leave but ruled 
that equitable compensation would be made to her as an 
elder, not a district superintendent.

Costello also requested a declaratory decision from the 
Judicial Council on whether Kwak was afforded fair pro-
cess by the conference during the handling of the com-
plaint against her.

Among other items on the docket, the College of Bishops 
of the denomination’s Africa Central Conference is ask-
ing the Judicial Council to order the General Council on 
Finance and Administration to restore housing and office 
expenses for East Africa Bishop Daniel Wandabula, as 
required by Decision 1298 in 2015.

The Africa Central Conference said only the bishop’s sal-
ary had been restored and that the finance agency’s lack of 
payment for the other expenses has resulted in the office 
rent being 24 months in arrears.

RECONSIDERATION DENIED
One item that is not on the fall docket is a request for 
reconsideration of its ruling in the case of a gay bishop.

The United Methodist Judicial Council was unanimous in 
rejecting a motion by the Western Jurisdiction College of 
Bishops, which contended that Decision 1341 unlawfully 
changes the definition of “self-avowed practicing homo-
sexual.”

That decision, which drew widespread attention, and sev-
eral other sexuality-related docket items dominated the 
court’s spring meeting in Newark. A public hearing before 
deliberations began drew a crowd, including Bishop 
Karen Oliveto and the cabinet of the Western Jurisdiction

Although she was not named in the petition asking for a 
ruling from Judicial Council, the focus was on Oliveto, 
episcopal leader of the Mountain Sky Area and the de-
nomination’s first openly gay bishop.

The entire October 2017 docket can be found on the Judi-
cial Council website at: http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/
judicial-council-october-2017-docket.

Bloom is the assistant news editor for United Methodist 
News Service and is based in New York. 

Use of ‘incompatible’ 
language on court agenda

UMNS photo by Mike DuBose
In the 2012 edition of The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, 
paragraph 161F of the Social Principles states "We affirm that all persons are 
individuals of sacred worth, created in the image of God." The paragraph goes 
on to say, "The United Methodist Church does not condone the practice of 
homosexuality and considers this practice incompatible with Christian teaching." 
The 2016 Book of Discipline has the same language for paragraph 161F.

REFUGEES  CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Liberian bishop seeks to go ‘back to the soil’
BY JOEY BUTLER

MONROVIA, Liberia 
(UMNS) – Since taking office at 
the beginning of 2017, Bishop 
Samuel J. Quire Jr. has been get-
ting a feel for the job as spiritual 
leader for Liberia’s United Meth-
odists and crafting his vision for 
the church.

Quire was in a unique 
position as the administrative as-
sistant to his predecessors, Bishop 
John G. Innis, who retired in 
2016, and Bishop Arthur F. Ku-
lah, who served as interim bishop 
until Quire’s election. Working so 
closely to the bishop’s office every 
day gave Quire insights into the 
job.

“As an assistant, you get 
to advise, but the bishop has to 
make the decisions, not you,” he 
said. “Now I’m sitting in the driver’s seat and sometimes it’s 
very challenging to do the right thing.”

He said he also learned that bishops have to pace 
themselves. “I can’t do everything in one year,” said Quire, 
who will serve a 12-year term as bishop.

One area that Quire placed immediate emphasis on is 
the need for the Liberian church to be more self-sufficient. 
He believes rural development is a key way to make that 
happen.

Quire has stated a need to find ways to supplement 
pastors’ salaries, specifically in the rural areas of the country, 
and he said increased agricultural production could help.    

“I’d like to see a church that is vibrant, spiritually 
awake, evangelistically functional and self-sustaining, 
especially in the area of agriculture. When I travel in the 
interior and rural areas of our conference, I would like to 
see farms that are being operated by the church. We want to 
stimulate the need for us to go back to the soil.”

Though much of Liberia’s population farms, the 
country still imports half of its staple food requirements, 
according to USAID. Many farmers lack knowledge of 
the most beneficial farming techniques, such as crop 
rotation or water and soil management. Compounding 
the problem, only about 6 percent of Liberia’s roads are 
paved, and unpaved roads frequently wash out during the 
May-November rainy season. That limits farmers’ ability to 
transport produce to more valuable markets. 

To address some of these issues, one of Quire’s first acts 
as bishop was to rebrand the Liberia Conference’s United 
Methodist Church Agriculture Program. Now called the 
United Methodist Rural and Agricultural Development 
Program, the initiative has an increased focus on outreach 
to farmers in the country’s most rural parts.

LEARN MORE
The Rev. Joseph Theoway, program director, said there 

are two major components: Developing agriculture for 
commercial farming to generate income for the support of 
pastors and the conference, and outreach to congregations, 
districts and farmers through training in farming 
methodology.

Theoway was also director of the previous incarnation 
of the program but fled to Ghana in 1996 during Liberia’s 
civil war. He returned at Quire’s request.

“Our vision is that by 2029 we’ll have an agriculture 
program that will surpass pre-war levels, that will be 
instrumental in generating income and empowering the 
conference as a whole,” Theoway said.

Quire acknowledges the debt the Liberian church owes 
to longtime partners in the U.S. and other countries, and 
would like to see his conference share more of the load.

“For over 185 years as an annual conference we haven’t 
been sustainable. Now I’m saying to our partners, ‘Help 
us to help ourselves. You have given us fish for a very long 
time; come help us to fish so we can be good fishermen.’”

In addition to his agricultural focus, Quire sees 
other areas where the conference could move toward 
sustainability, such as developing housing for rent or 
engaging in microfinance. His wife, Richlain, is working 
with spouses of rural pastors to develop marketable skills 
like soap-making, tie-dying of clothes and weaving so they 
can help supplement their household income.

“We want to improve the lives of the rural people,” 
Quire said. “If you put an agriculture project there, you 
must have a school and a clinic and other facilities that will 
help the rural people.”

The rural development emphasis is the first phase 
of many that Quire hopes to roll out during his 12-year 

term. Many of his ideas stem from seeing ministry in new 
and concrete ways. He encourages churches to embrace 
their roles in identifying and addressing the needs of their 
communities.

“We shouldn’t be just content to have worship on 
Sunday and Bible study. If there’s no safe water, the church 
can take that on as a ministry. Parents who cannot afford to 
send kids to school, the church can help rescue those kids 
and send them to school.

“That’s evangelization, and you can’t just wait on 
Sunday mornings for people to come knock on the door of 
the church. We need to go after the people and bring them 
into the fold.”

Even as the episcopal leader for the area, Quire knows 
he cannot lead without a great deal of support.

“I’m just one person; I need a team of leaders,” he said. 
“In the church, we don’t have jobs to offer people, but we 
have ministries. Every position you hold, you’ve been called 
by God to do ministry.”

Butler is a multimedia producer/editor for United 
Methodist Communications.

Jody White, a lifelong member and the music minister at 
Rhems, said that even though members had long desired 
children, many were not prepared for the noise and com-
motion children can bring.
“Some of the people who prayed for children, I think, re-
ally wanted small people who would come in and know 
exactly how to act,” White said. “That was an adjustment, 
and there has been learning on both sides.”
Some church members felt they had found their calling. 
Rhonda Higgins had yearned to teach Sunday school and 
embraced the chance to teach youngsters not only the 
Bible but also the basics of English. She and others adorned 
the perimeter of the church classroom with the letters of 
the alphabet.
White, who also helped with the Sunday school, laughed 
when she arrived one morning to see one little girl reading 

out each letter in a strong, multisyllabic Southern accent: 
“Ah-ee,” “Bah-ee, “Cah-ee.”
“I said, Rhonda, ‘Do we sound like that?’” White chuckled. 
“It was a priceless, priceless memory.”
When the refugees started attending the church, the 
longtime members and newcomers kept largely to differ-
ent sides of the aisle. Today, families intermingle in the pews 
and in the fellowship hour. Church leaders are also now 
half Burma- and half U.S.-born.
Stutts, Rhems’ pastor for the past 12 years, said the admin-
istrative council is a model of patience and trust as people 
take time to communicate across language barriers.
The church’s worship is still mostly in English, but the 
Scripture reading each Sunday is in both a Karen language 
and English. The church also now offers English as a Second 

Language and computer classes, with help from a United 
Methodist Commission on Religion and Race grant.
Stutts marvels that many newcomers return Sunday after 
Sunday although the only portion of the hour-long service 
they really understand is the Bible reading.
“They know they are welcome here,” Stutts said. “What 
they tell me is that they listen to the Scripture, and then 
when I am preaching, they imagine what I’m saying.”
Naw Bey Bay, who came to Rhems United Methodist 
Church in 2005 with her husband and three sons, said 
what binds the church together is love — for God and for 
each other.
(Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist 
News Service) 

REFUGEES  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

(ABOVE LEFT) Bishop Samuel J. Quire Jr. says he wants The United Methodist Church in 
Liberia to be more self-sufficient, and he believes rural development is a way to make that 
happen. (ABOVE RIGHT) The Rev. Joe Gatei displays one of the beehives he keeps near Ganta, 
Liberia, to supplement his income as a pastor. (RIGHT) The Rev. Joseph Theoway (front) 
describes his vision for the restoration of the Liberian Annual Conference’s agricultural center 
in White Plains, which was destroyed during the country's civil war. Theoway is flanked by 
caretakers who are maintaining what is left of the facility. 

UMNS photos by Mike DuBose
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Golden Cross agencies: 
CARE FROM CRADLE TO GRAVE

BY BRUCE BAUMBERGER

After serving local churches for 
28 years as pastor, I stepped into 
extension ministry as an endorsed, 
board-certified, hospital chaplain. 
The reaction of my colleagues was 
varied. I received everything from 

congratulations to ridicule. 
As I plant the seed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
into the complex, big business of health care, I 
continue to fathom the premise that “the local 
church provides the most significant arena thor-
ough which disciple-making occurs” (¶ 201, The 
Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, 

2016) and wonder if our focus on the local church 
eclipses other areas where significant ministry oc-
curs. Following the lead of John Wesley, many of us 
have moved to the periphery of the local church 
and minister in areas that carry the Gospel into 
fields that are “white unto harvest.” The world has 
become our parish. 
The IGRC recognizes 10 Health & Welfare Minis-
tries that literally care for individuals from cradle 
to grave. Together we form the Golden Cross 
Ministries--various agencies whose ministry is to 
carry the grace of God found in Jesus Christ to all 
with whom we come into contact. We rejoice with 
those who rejoice, mourn with those who mourn. 

We sit with the troubled and care for the dying. We 
care for children as well as the elderly. We serve 
as the living reminder that God in Christ has not 
forgotten those who may never darken the door of 
a local church. 
Through your generous giving to the Golden Cross 
Offering, each of us receives a portion (1/10) to 
help further our efforts to transform the world 
through the making of disciples for Jesus Christ. We 
let our world know the United Methodist Church 
cares.
(The Rev. Bruce Baumberger serves as chaplain of Al-
ton Memorial Hospital, an IGRC Golden Cross agency.)

Conference News

Update on retired 
pastor Danny Cox

Retired pastor Danny Cox is still 
hospitalized in Costa Rica from injuries 
sustained Aug. 18 when he fell off a horse, 
breaking several ribs causing a pulmonary 
contusion.

His wife Carol reported Aug. 25 that 
the chest tube was removed the day before 
and they are working with him to walk. 
Doctors believe there is still an infection 
present, so an anticipated Aug. 25 dis-
charge was delayed with further tests and 
a chest x-ray scheduled for Aug. 25.

"Your faithful prayers and encouraging words are carrying us 
through our adventure," she writes.

Because the Costa Rican hospital is private, insurance will 
not cover Cox's medical expenses. His son, Jeremiah, has set up 
a Go-Fund-Me page where persons can contribute toward those 
expenses.

As of Aug. 29, 132 persons have contributed $12,490 toward a 
$15,000 goal. If you wish to donate, visit: https://www.gofundme.
com/danny-cox-emergency-medical-fund

STROBLE PUBLISHES BOOK OF POETRY
IGRC pastor Paul Stroble, who serves in an 

appointment beyond the lo-
cal church as an instructor at 
Webster University, is publishing 
his third book of poetry entitled 
Small Corner of the Stars. The 
book is published by Finishing 
Line Press in Kentucky. 

The short book of poems is about growing up in 
a midwestern small town. This group has themes 
like going to the library to write a book report, 
ducking for cover if The Bomb drops, chemistry 
sets, stargazing, playing with a sample of home-

made kryptonite, driving to the Grand Canyon, 
mowing the grass around military tombstones, 
going to church in a blizzard, and other stories.  
The book is $14.99 plus $2.99 s/h.  The number 
of pre-publication orders determine the size of 
the press run. Publication date is Nov. 3.  
To order, visit: https://www.finishingline-
press.com/product/small-corner-of-
the-stars-by-paul-stroble/ 

A few samples of Stroble’s poetry can be found 
on his blog: http://smallcornerofthestars.
blogspot.com/

U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Matt Matlage
Lt. Cmdr. Margaret Siemer, a Navy chaplain, baptizes a sailor in the Jordan River during a port visit to Israel. The ship 
is in Haifa, Israel for a scheduled port visit to enhance U.S.-Israel relations.  Siemer, an IGRC clergy member, recently 
completed a seven-month deployment to the Middle East onboard an aircraft carrier. 

Benefit fund established online 
for part-time local pastor

HUMBOLDT – A GoFundMe page has been established by 
the family of a part-time local pastor who underwent triple bypass 
heart surgery in late June.

Mitch Ramey, pastor of Humboldt UMC in the Embarras River 
District, underwent the procedure after tests showed 100 percent, 
90 percent and 60 percent blockage in three arteries.

Ramey’s daughter said that while Decatur Memorial Hospital 
has discounted many of the  medical bills, there is still a $40,000 
need to pay outstanding medical bills and replenish the family’s 
emergency fund. Should any funds remain, they will be donated 
to the patient care fund at Decatur Memorial Hospital for other 
patients facing similar circumstances.

For more information or to donate, visit: https://www.gofund-
me.com/PastorMitchRamey
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Cunningham Home breaks ground on education and recreation center
URBANA – Cunningham 

Children’s Home in Urbana marked 
the beginning of construction on 
its newest facility, the Education 
and Recreation Center (ERC), with 
a groundbreaking ceremony Aug. 
20. 

“This is definitely a day to 
celebrate,” Cunningham President 
and CEO Marlin Livingston said. 
“On this site, in a little over a year, 
we will open the doors on a brand 
new facility that will positively im-
pact the lives of our kids and also 
the way our staff are able to work. 
We have amazing administrators, 
teachers, and school staff who work 
diligently to meet the needs of our 
students. We have specialists who 
offer art, music, and recreational 
therapy in order to impact the 
well-being of our kids while teach-
ing them important life skills. We 
have kitchen staff that organizes 
every meal with the goal of making 
them nutritious and delicious for 
each kid. All of these people will be 
under one roof; working together to make sure that every 
child thrives.” 

More than 180 people, including Urbana Mayor 
Diane Marlin, Cunningham Board and committee 
members, United Methodist Women from across Illinois, 
and leaders from surrounding communities, attended to 
celebrate a project that the agency has been envisioning 
since the development of its Master Plan in 2001. 

The 50,000 square foot facility will be located on 
the Cunningham campus at the corner of Cunningham 

Avenue and Country Club Road. It 
will include a Residential School, 
Day School, Recreation facility, 
gymnasium, kitchen, and cafeteria.

“I vividly remember when 
Marlin (Livingston) took me on my 
first tour of Cunningham,” Cun-
ningham Board and ERC Advisory 
Group member, Doug Schroeder 
said, “and just how different this 
place is and how special this place 
is.  The challenges that Cunning-
ham faces in trying to do things 
with buildings that are far past their 
prime ... it’s silly.  But the work that 
Marlin and the Cunningham staff 
have done is just tremendous.”

Cunningham operates two 
schools – one for youth in our 
residential treatment program and 
another for students who live at 
home but need additional support. 
All of the students in Cunningham’s 
schools need intensive special edu-
cation services as well as therapeu-
tic treatment for their emotional 
and behavioral challenges. The ERC 

is designed to provide the highest quality, most appro-
priate educational environment for their unique needs. 
Through exemplary programs and services, youth develop 
the learning and coping skills needed to complete high 
school and be successful in their communities. 

Students from both Cunningham schools assisted 
with the ceremony.

Cunningham is 62 percent of the way to its goal of 
raising $8.5 million for the ERC, which means fundrais-
ing will continue along with the construction process.

Groundbreaking group:  A special group of individuals had 
the honor of breaking ground on Cunningham Children’s 
Home’s new Education and Recreation Center. They are, 
from left: Doug Schroeder (Cunningham Board and ERC 
Advisory Group member), Bob Berns (President, JohnCo 
Construction), Scot Wachter (Principal/President (IGW 
Architecture), Norm Schmidt (donor and supporter), 
Linda Ayers (Cunningham Board Treasurer), David Burger 
(CIRCLE Academy student), Marlin Livingston (Cunningham 
President/CEO), Janet Ruckman (Cunningham Board 
President), Camille McCaskill (IGRC UMW President), 
Bianca Green (Cunningham Board Secretary), Chery Van 
Ness (Cunningham Board President-Elect), Ron Hoyne 
(Cunningham Board Treasurer-Elect).

The principals from Cunningham’s Residential and Day schools 
were all smiles at the groundbreaking for the new Education and 
Recreation Center.

Members of the advisory group for Cunningham’s Education and Recreation Center couldn’t wait to dig into the ground at the official groundbreaking of the new facility!
Photos courtesy of Cunningham Children’s Home

Board and ERC Advisory Group member, Doug 
Schroeder
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Conference News

Photos by Bob Schafer and Troy Brown

to $195 and after Oct. 15, to $225.  Registration 
includes Thursday dinner, Friday lunch and Friday 
dinner.  Hotel reservations can be made with 
group code WAS.  Limited scholarship funds are 
available. Priority is given to young adults, Native 
American attendees or other ethnic representa-
tives. To register, visit www.whywatermatters.org 

Missouri Conference, Path One 
webinars
The Missouri Conference and Path 1 invite you 
to participate in a monthly "LEARN + LEAD" 
webinar every third Tuesday from 1 to 2 p.m. 
Central Time.     
In this webinar series pastors, church planters, and 
lay leaders from churches of all sizes will share 
their stories of growth and provide tools that you 
can use in your congregation.
 Visit www.moumethodist.org/learnleadwebinars 
to register

• Sept. 19: Mission Possible (demographic and 
lifestyle insights for church growth and mis-
sion impact)

• Oct. 17: Maximizing the Holidays (effective 
outreach & generosity during the Advent and 
Christmas holiday seasons)

• Nov. 21: Maximizing the New Year (planning 
worship, outreach, stewardship and disciple-
ship for a breakthrough 2018)

• Dec.19: Put a Bow on It (End of year wrap 
up, key questions for reflection, goal setting, 
self-care)

Can't attend? Check back at www.moumethodist.
org/learnleadwebinars to view recordings of past 
webinars.

ANNOUNCEMENTS  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

direct action follow up on the Standing Rock No-DAPL efforts.
From the Press Release: This summit will provide a theological foundation 

for environmental action, teach faith and community leaders to engage in direct 
communication with government agencies and commercial companies that 
oversee the care of bodies of water, offer tools for creating effective solidarity with 
Native American spiritual and tribal leaders whose source/s of water has become 
threatened, and empower individuals to create an action plan for water advocacy 
and/or sustainability in their local communities.

The summit will be held Nov. 16-18, 2017 at Embassy Suites Airport, 
Minneapolis, MN. Keynotes and presenters include Bishop Sally Dyck (Northern 
Illinois Conference), Bishop Bruce Ough (Minnesota and Dakotas Area), Chief 
Arvol Looking Horse (Lakota Nation), Dr. Randy Woodley (Cherokee Nation), 
Lionel Little Eagle Pinn (Mikmaq Nation), John Hill (General Board of Church 
& Society), Rev. E. Michelle Ledder (General Commission on Religion and 
Race), Rev. Paul Perez (Michigan Area) and Laura Pfeffer (Wisconsin Conference 
UMW).

In addition, Bishop David Bard (Michigan Area) and Bishop Frank 
Beard (Illinois Great Rivers Conference) have also indicated their intention to 
participate. To learn more, visit www.whywatermatters.org . We would love to 
have you get involved!

Let the healing waters flow.

WATER  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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The Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference is embarking on a mission 
closer to home. The Our Conference, Our 
Kids campaign got underway during the 
2017 Annual Conference.

The 2016 Annual Conference took 
up the challenge to raise $2.5 million to 
endow the spiritual life programs at each 
of the Conference’s five child welfare 
agencies – The Baby Fold, Chaddock, 
Cunningham Children’s Home, Lessie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood House and 
Spero Family Services (formerly the 
United Methodist Children’s Home).

The Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference is taking the spiritual life 
of children “off the table” by endowing 
the spiritual life programs at each of 
the five agencies. The endowment will 
be used to finance this vital ministry 
that transforms the lives of children and 
youth, many of whom come from the 
counties within the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference.

The three-year campaign, with 
you and your congregation’s help, will 
conclude at the 2020 Annual Conference 
session.

Find all your resources at: 
www.igrc.org/ocok

Because the Nearest Thing 
to Heaven Is a Child.

A D V A N C E  6 9 6 0

“The Illinois Great Rivers Conference is in   
       the DNA for Our Conference Our Kids.“

IGRC Mission Trips for 2018
Costa Rica
Dec 29, 2017 – Jan 6, 2018
Final Registration: 
Sept 15, 2017 

Honduras
Jan 2, 2018 – Jan 8, 2018
Final Registration: Sept. 15, 2017

Africa University -  
Zimbabwe
February 9 – 14, 2018  Basic Trip
Feb 9 – 24. 2018 INCLUDES EXTENSION 
Final Registration: Oct. 1, 2017

Grand Bahamas
Feb 6 – 13, 2018
Final Registration: Oct 1, 2017

Budapest, Hungary
June 15-24, 2018
Final Registration: Feb. 1, 2018

Liberia
Teacher Training Team
July 12 – 24, 2018 
Final Registration: March 1, 2018

Philippines
Oct 15 – 29, 2018
Final Registration: July 1, 2018

For more information, 
contact Bunny Wolfe, 

bwolfe@igrc.org



Preachers’ Aid Society 
   and Benefit Fund 

Are you ready for 
Retirement? 
What do you need to plan for and consider? Can you financially 
or emotionally afford it? Where will you live? What will you do?  
What are the steps to proceed with in the process?

Pre-Retirement Seminar 
Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund can help you work through these questions and 
more at our annual Pre-Retirement Seminar to be held this year at the Pere Marquette 
State Park Lodge & Conference Center in Grafton. 

When? October 5-6, 2017 (1:00 Thursday to 12:00 Friday)

Where? Pere Marquette Park Lodge & Conference Center, 13653 Lodge Blvd., Grafton, IL

Who? Clergy & Spouses who are 10 years or less from retiring

Cost? $50 individual; $80 couple. Plus lodging (Conference Lodge $95, including tax)

A personal pension projection will be available for all who register by Sept. 20, AND individual 
conferencing will be available for the projection and personal retirement concerns.

Topics covered during the seminar will be: United Methodist Pension Plan, health 
insurance, taxes in retirement, Medicare/Medicaid, housing options, adjusting to 
retirement, identity changes, boundaries as retired clergy, relationship with spouse, rest 
and relaxation, and wills and estate planning.

Oct. 19: ARMS in Mt. Vernon at 
 West Salem Trinity UMC
Oct. 24: Springfield Conference Center
Oct. 26: Savoy UMC
Oct. 27: Willow Hill UMC in East Peoria

www.pasbf.org
217-529-3221

To serve the retired clergy of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference, their 
spouses, and any dependent children.

Services to Retired Clergy and Spouses:
• $1.5 Million to purchase Medicare Supplement Plan
• Assistance in Research Medicare Part D Plans
• $500 Thousand Medicare Part D Benefit
• Clergy Assistance Program for Retirees and Spouses
• Virgin Health Miles Benefits for Retirees and Spouses
• Fellowship Groups
• Fall Banquets - 

• Seminar for Retirees and Spouses
• Pastoral Care
• Presence at Funerals and Presentation of Grave Markers
• Dental Loan Program
• Hearing Aid Program
• Financial and Estate Planning
• Advocates for Retirees and Spouses


