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NEWS From The Episcopal Office

NEWS
From The Episcopal Office
  Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

From The Episcopal Office

From The Episcopal Office

Native American lives matter
In my Palm Sunday sermon at 

Springfield Grace UMC, I men-
tioned the importance the crowd at-
tached to naming.  “Hosanna, they 
said, “Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord.”  

For the crowd, Jesus repre-
sented and exemplified the name of 
the Lord.  He was the kind of leader 
that brought abundant life to the 
present and the future for Israel and 
Judah.  Rome had failed at this ex-
pectation miserably.  Under Roman 
oppression, things got worse not 
better.  European settlers replicated 
the results of Roman oppression 
upon the Native American way of 
life.   All of it began with naming.        

When Christopher Columbus 
landed in America, circa 1492, a 
variety of indigenous peoples, tribes 
or nations inhabited America.  
They had their own names, culture 
and traditions.  Mistakenly believ-
ing that he had arrived in India, 
Columbus labeled the residents of 
the land Indians.  Later explorations 
proved Columbus had not made it 
to India.  

Yet, 523 years later, America 
has embraced a misnomer that had 
nothing to do with folks inhabit-
ing America in 1492.  In reality, the 
term “Indian” discounted how in-
digenous Americans named them-
selves and imposed a misnomer 
with a shelf life of half a century.   
Other misnomers stand alongside 
the notion of “Indian.”  They go 
further.  These inaccurate and/or 
negative caricatures became lasting 
images of how we view Indigenous 
Americans today.  Images and/or 
terms like Savages, Heathens and/
or Native Americans are especially 
revelatory.  

Native American literature 
suggests that Indians as savages be-
came prominent around the 1820’s.  
Noble and ignoble savages were the 
main types.  No longer war-like, 
noble savages lived into an uneasy 
truce with their European conquer-
ors. Native American culture was 
put on display and was not seen as 
a threat to European dominance.  
Accommodation was the order of 
the day.  

According to an internet article 
entitled Native Americans and 
American Pop Culture, ignoble sav-
ages were murderers and scalpers 

of women and children.  If cap-
tured, ignoble savages were seen 
as thieves, drunks and beggars.  Nu-
merous events like the Sand Creek 
Massacre on Nov. 24, 1864, indicate 
that the term “savages” was shared 
by European settlers and Indians.  

European Christians called the 
First Americans “heathens.”  To 
them, including mother earth, the 
sun, moon and stars; the bear and 
buffalo, bird and feathers etc. in the 
belief structure of religion seemed 
antithetical to religion especially 
their version of Christianity.  Ac-
cording to European Christians; the 
religion of the Indian was based on 
superstition.  

John Wesley, the founder of 
Methodism may have labored 
under the same presupposition.  
His perception is unmistakable in 
its perception.  “I went to America 
to convert the Indian, but, oh, who 
should convert me.”  In essence, 
Wesley, believed his Indian broth-
ers sisters needed a conversion to 
Christianity because of the inad-
equacy of their faith -- a faith of 
which he knew not.  Last but not 
least, the term Native American was 
created by the U.S. government not 
Indigenous Americans.                  

The words above are but one 
response to the call of the 2012 
General Conference in Tampa, 
Florida.  Asked to “dig up what has 
been concealed” I have offered a 
few learnings around a few of many 
names discounting, imposing upon, 
degrading and falsely defining our 
First American brothers and sisters.  
It is but one, small “Act of Repen-
tance toward Healing Relationships 
with Indigenous Peoples” which 
I believe is a synonym for Native 
American Lives Matter.  

Like us, Native Americans are 
made in the image and likeness of 
God.  Yet this perspective, seeing 
through a glass darkly, bears Rev. 
Tinker’s cautionary admonition.  “It 
may not be time yet for reconcili-
ation,” he said, “but it is time to be 
repentant together” per the call 
of John the Baptist, the one who 
prepared the way of the Lord.  

Dear Lord may these words 
“bear fruit that befit repentance.” 
Amen.

Bishop Keaton

Deaths
Dean Wright (84), a retired pastor and 
father of Rev. Danny Wright, who serves 
the Greater Annawan Parish in the Spoon 
River District, died April 20.

Rev. Wright served several churches over a 
39-year period in the former Central Illinois 
Conference, retiring in 1992. 

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Bar-
bara at: P. O. Box 79, Bath, IL  62617-0079, 
and to Rev. Danny Wright, 27527 N. 1400 
Ave., Sheffield, IL  61361-9321.

Leslie Carrol Pruehsner (89), a retired 
minister, died April 17, in Anna.

He served local churches in the areas 
of both the former Central Illinois and 
Southern Illinois Conferences, retiring from 
Washington Park Grace UMC in 1988.

His wife, Evelyn Pruehsner, survives. Con-
dolences may be sent to her at 700 Country 
Village Dr., Apt. 107, Anna, IL 62906.

A full obituary may be found at the 
following website and messages for the 
family may be posted there. http://www.
crainsonline.com/obituaries/Leslie-
Pruehsner/

Elizabeth Ann Hedgcock (97), the 
widow of the Rev. Phillip L. Hedgcock, died 
April 14, in Mountain Home, Ark.

She and Phillip served local churches in 
the former Central Illinois Conference of 
The United Methodist Church, retiring from 
Cuba in 1982. He passed away in 2006.

Condolences may be sent to a daughter: 
Patricia Hahn, 81 Karen Drive, Lakeview, 
AR 72642

A full obituary may be found at the 
following website and messages for the 
family may be posted there: http://www.
hamiltonfuneralhomes.net/obituaries.
htm

Lawrence E. Becker (90), a retired pastor, 
died April 6 in Hillsboro.

He served local churches in the former 
Southern Illinois Conference, retiring from 
Bethalto in 1990.

His wife, Virginia, passed away in 2011.

Condolences may be sent to a daughter, 
Cheryl Cain, 210 Spruce Street, Patoka, IL 
62875.

A full obituary may be found at the web-
site address which follows and messages 
for the family may be posted there.

http://www.millerfh.net/obituaries/
Lawrence-Becker/#!/Obituary

H. Margaret "Peggy" Richards McDow-
ell, (73), a retired pastor, died April 4.

After raising her children, she worked as 
a high school teacher for 10 years before 
entering seminary and serving several 
churches in the former Central Illinois 
Conference and later, the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference, retiring in 2005 from 
Saybrook Westbein. 

Condolences may be sent to her husband, 
Paul McDowell, 222 Keystone Drive, 
Rantoul, IL  61866-2706.

Hugo Lopez (85), a retired pastor and 
staff member at the General Board of 
Discipleship, died April 3 in North Carolina.

He was born in Santiago, Chile and im-
migrated to the USA in 1970 where he 
received his Doctor of Theology degree. He 
served local churches in the former Central 
Illinois Conference. From 1982-1986, 
he was the editor of Hispanic Resources 
for GBOD. He retired in 1995 from the El 
Camino UMC in the North Carolina Confer-
ence.

His wife, Hilda Lopez, survives. Condolenc-
es may be sent to her at 1033 Summerlin 

Falls Ct, Wilmington, NC 28412-5146.

A full obituary may be found at the follow-
ing website and messages for the family 
may be posted there:

http://www.wilmingtonburialandcre-
mation.com/fh/obituaries/obituary.
cfm?o_id=3023659&fh_id=11255

David Kaye, spouse of supply pastor 
Angie Kaye, who serves Elkville UMC, in the 
Cache River District, died April 3. 

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to: 
Angie Kaye, 113 N Lark Ln, Carbondale 
62901-2016. A complete obituary can be 
found at: http://www.meredithfh.com/
webcast/29933, where online condo-
lences may be left.

Robert B. Barrett, spouse of local pastor 
Kathy Barrett, who serves Mount Pleasant 
UMC in the Illinois River District, died April 
2 at his home in Kingston Mines.

Expressions of sympathy may be sent 
to: Kathy Barrett, P. O. Box 111, Kingston 
Mines, IL  61539. Visit http://www.
legacy.com/obituaries/pjstar/obituary.
aspx?n=robert-barrett&pid=1745750
46&fhid=17626 for a complete obituary.

Thoburn Enge (93), a retired pastor, died 
March 25, at Meadows Mennonite Home 
in Chenoa.

He served local churches in Ohio, Wisconsin 
and in the areas of both the former 
Southern and Central Illinois Conferences. 
He retired from Canton Evangelical in 1982.

His wife, Nelda, passed away in 1999.

A full obituary may be found at the 
following website and messages for the 
family may be posted there:  http://www.
legacy.com/obituaries/sj-r/obituary.as
px?n=thoburnenge&pid=174493592&
fhid=10067

2016 Holy Land Pilgrimage
Persons interested in learning 
about the 2016 Bishop’s Holy 
Land Pilgrimage are invited 
to attend the Educational 
Opportunities Tours’ 
complimentary information 
luncheon during the 2015 
Annual Conference.

The luncheon will be offered at 
12:15 p.m. on Thursday, June 11, 
in Room 135 of the Peoria Civic 
Center.

Although the luncheon is free, 
reservations are required by 
May 12, by contacting Kathy 
Bouchard at kbouchard@
travelwithus.com to reserve 
your seat for the meal.

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, 
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton appoints 
the following:

Mike Abel to Atlanta-Ebenezer-
Hopedale, effective July 1. In addition 
to the appointment, this is a charge 
realignment yoking a two-point charge 
(Atlanta-Ebenezer) in the Vermilion 
River District and Hopedale, Illinois River 
District. The new charge will become a 
part of the Vermilion River District.

Lynette DeAtley to Mansfield, Iroquois 
River District, effective July 1.

R. Bruce Weiman to Arthur, Iroquois 
River District, effective July 1.

Florene Scott to Greenville First, 
Mississippi River District, effective July 1.

Timothy J. Gossett to Moline Bethel 
Wesley, Spoon River District, effective 
July 1.

Nathan Jeffries to Brighton St. Paul, 
Mississippi River District, effective July 1. 
This appointment includes a change of 
status from part-time local pastor to full-
time local pastor.

Jon D. Carrell to Belleville St. Matthew: 
Associate, Mississippi River District, 
effective July 1. 

Eunjoo Lee to Bloomington Wesley-
Bloomington Park Associate, Vermilion 
River District, effective July 1.

Zackary T. Glenn to Alpha UMC, 
Spoon River District, effective July 1. 

Lee Lovett to Benton First UMC, Cache 
River District, effective July 1.

Roberta “Bobbi” Blackard to Riverton 
First UMC, Sangamon River District, 
effective April 5 and ending June 30.

Amy G. Rayson to Waverly UMC, LaMoine 
River District, effective July 1.

R. Andy Maxwell to Forsyth UMC, 
Sangamon River District, effective July 1.

Steven M. Smith to Murrayville UMC, 
LaMoine River District, effective July 1.

Shalom Renner to Metropolis First UMC, 
Cache River District, effective July 1.

John Cross to Riverton UMC, Sangamon 
River District, effective July 1.

Pam Hoffman to Newton Grace-
Falmouth, Embarras River District, 
effective July 1.

Sara Beth Wanck to Washington 
Crossroads (associate), Illinois River 
District, effective July 1.

Jessica Baldyga to Effingham Centenary 
(associate), Embarras River District, 
effective July 1.

H. Shane Smith to Champaign Faith 
(associate), Iroquois River District, 
effective July 1.

Andrew Anthony to Mascoutah Bethel, 
Mississippi River District, effective July 1.

Rebecca J. Klemm to Wyoming-
Neponset, UMC, Illinois River District, 
effective July 1.

Casey Taylor to Beulah UMC, Kaskaskia 
River District, effective July 1.

Supply Not Appointed
James Conlin to Kirk Chapel, Embarras 
River District, effective July 1.

Change of status
Philip Merritt, discontinuation of a retired 
full member elder, effective June 30.

Cheryl Lynn Hendrix to transitional 
leave, effective June 30.

Kathryn Tymonko to personal leave of 
absence, effective April 15. 

Roger Czaia to Rosedale-Batchtown, 
LaMoine River District, effective April 1. 
This is a change of status from supply to 
part-time local pastor.

Angela Kay Kaye to Elkville, Cache River 
District, effective April 1. This is a change of 
status from supply to part-time local pastor 
and is her first appointment in the IGRC.

Stephen Killion, discontinuation of an 
appointment for a retired local pastor, 
effective June 30.

Thomas Compton, discontinuation of an 
appointment for a retired elder, effective 
March 19.
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Daniel t o s peak a t                       
Voigt Lecture May 8
LEBANON – Pastor, writer and 
teacher Lillian Daniel will be 
the speaker at the 2015 Voigt 
Lecture at McKendree University May 8.

Daniel, currently senior minister of the First Con-
gregational Church in Glen Ellyn, will be speaking 
on When Spiritual But Not Religious is Not Enough. 
The lectureship will be from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
The $25 registration fee includes the three-hour 
lecture, lunch and a question answer session with 
Daniel as well as an opportunity to buy a signed 
book.

Register by April 15 by contacting Rev. Tim Har-
rison at 618-537-6962 or by emailing btharris@
mckendree.edu 

Daniel’s newest book makes the case for why 
religious community matters. She has taught 
preaching at the Chicago Theological Seminary, 
the University of Chicago Divinity School and 
her alma mater, Yale Divinity School where she 
received the 2010 Distinguished Alumni Award 
for “Distinction in Congregational Ministry.”

Barber Scholarship information
Onarga UMC is also receiving applications for 
the Barber Scholarships from the Barber Educa-
tion Trust. Applicants must be pursuing Christian 
service through full-time work in the church.

For more information, contact the Barber 
Scholarship Committee at: methodistof@att.net. 
Include mailing address in your request as ap-
plications will be provided by U.S. Mail.

Applications are due May 31 with an award an-
nouncement by July 15. 

Lessie Bates Davis celebration 
rescheduled for May 9
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House’s 105th 
Anniversary Luncheon has been rescheduled for 
Saturday, May 9.

The celebration will be at the Ainad Shriner’s 
Temple, 609 St. Louis Ave. in East St. Louis. If you 
already have tickets, they will be honored that day. 
If you need tickets, please contact Lisa Graves at 
618-874-0777 or lgraves@lessiebatesdavis.org.

Doors will open at noon and the program will 
begin at 1 pm. The location is easy to find and has 
secure parking. In addition to the silent auction 
of baskets, the luncheon will feature a traditional 
auction as well. 

Conference Bible Bowl                             
The IGRC Conference Bible Bowl will be held at 
Washington Evangelical UMC on Sunday, May 3, 
from 2:30 to 5 p.m.  Second graders have been 
added as participants at the Elementary level this 
year.

Scriptures for this year are as follows: 

•  Elementary (2nd or 3rd-6th* graders) -- 
Ruth 1-4 and 1 Samuel 1-3

•  Junior. High (6th*-8th graders) -- Ephesians 
1-6 and Philippians 1:1-2:18

•  Senior High (9th-12th graders) -- 1 Kings 
17-19 and 2 Kings 4:1-6:23.

(*6th graders may choose to participate at either 
the Elementary or Jr. High level.)

Links for Bible Bowl Information sheet with rules 
listed and a Bible Bowl registration form will be 
posted this week on the IGRC website at www.
igrc.org/biblebowl later this week. Registration 
deadline is April 27.

Sample questions for the Bible Bowl are available 
on request by e-mailing John Hauck or you may 
contact Hauck at 309-444-3228 if you have any 
questions or need additional information.

Bishop's Golf Outing May 15
The Fourth Annual Bishop's Open will be held on 
Friday, May 15, at the Edgewood Golf Club near 
Auburn.

The outing is co-sponsored by The United Meth-
odist Foundation and the IGRC United Methodist 
Men.

Proceeds from the golf outing will go toward 
the Making Dreams Possible for Africa University 
scholarships. 

To register for the outing, visit: www.igrc.org/
bishopsopen2015. 

Marked Leadership camp           
registration open
HUDSON -- Application forms are now ready 
for the Marked Leadership Camp, a four-year 
academy provided by the youth and camping 
ministry of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.

This year’s camp will be June 14-20, at East Bay 
Camp.

Visit: www.igrc.org/marked to download the 
registration form and the Marked Leadership 
covenant.

Deadline for registration is May 15.

Candidacy Summits set for  June 
and August
A Candidacy Summit for persons wishing to be-
come certified candidates for ministry will be held 
on two different dates during the summer months 
at Jensen Woods Camp.

Summits will be held June 5-6 from 4 p.m. to 4 
p.m. The summit will be repeated on Aug. 7-8. The 
summit enables participants to worship together, 
have a chance to ask questions and learn about 
call, learn about the process of ordained ministry 
and meet with mentor groups.

Registration for the June 5-6 Summit can be found 
by visiting: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/candida-
cysummit-june2015 and registration for the Aug. 
7-8 Summit can be found by visiting: https://igrc-
reg.brtapp.com/candidacysummit-aug2015

Prerequisites (for more info see http://www.igrc-
theboard.com/#!candidates-page/c1tu1):

•  Read and discuss The Christian as Minister 
with their pastor, campus minister or other 
clergy

•  Write a letter to DS describing your call to 
ministry and requesting an appointment 
to discuss your call and complete required 
paperwork

For more information, contact Kathy Crozier at 
kcrozier@igrc.org, who serves the IGRC Board of 
Ministry as its vocational discernment coordinator.

The Current (USPS 014-964) is published monthly by the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference of The UMC,  5900 South Second Street, Springfield, 
IL  62711

An individual subscription is $15 per year.  The opinions expressed in 
viewpoints are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of The Current, The IGRC, or The UMC.

Communications Team leader:  Paul E. Black;     
Team members:  Kim Halusan and Michele Willson 

Send materials to:  
P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL  62794-9207  
or tel. 217.529.2040 or fax 217.529.4155
thecurrent@igrc.org, website www.igrc.org

Periodical postage paid at Peoria, IL, and additional mailing offices.

POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to 
The Current, Illinois Great Rivers Conference,
P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL  62794-9207

CLASSIFIEDS

Cotton Hill United Methodist in Springfield has a new pulpit for sale. Please call 
the church at  217-529-2736 or Pastor Sharon at 217-672-0648 for details.

Sims to preach Cartwright sermon                                
The Annual Peter Cart-

wright sermon will be at Peter 
Cartwright UMC in Pleasant 
Plains will be on Sunday, Oct. 
11 at 10:30 a.m.

Rev. John Sims, former 
chair of the Commission on 

Archives and History for the former Southern 
Illinois Conference, will be speaking.

The Prentice Sermon began with a 1922 
bequest from a Methodist layman  Hiram 
Buck Prentice, who wished to honor Method-
ist circuit riding preachers and their untiring 
proclamation of the gospel.

Each year, the sermon is an observance 
aimed at carrying out the duty to recover, 
preserve and transmit their heritage.   

GCFA rebrands giving app    
The General Council on Finance and 

Administration (GCFA), working in part-
nership with Vanco Payment Solutions has 
developed and improved the convenient 
mobile-device app that will allow mem-
bers and visitors to make donations to the 
church while they are at church or if they 
are away. 

The newly branded "Joyfully2UMC" 
has a scriptural reference, 2 Corinthians 
9:7, and serves as a reminder that the app 
is another option to give cheerfully to the 
church of choice. The app is now available 
as a free download for Android™ and iOS™ 
mobile devices. 

The app, developed for members of 

United Methodist churches, allows users to 
search and find a local United Methodist 
church. This can be done for one's home 
church that use Vanco Payment Solutions, 
or for anyone traveling who would like to 
continue to donate to their home church or 
donate to a church in the area they are visit-
ing. Type in the name of the church in the 
SEARCH box and follow the prompts. 

Additional materials to explain the 
Joyfully2UMC app can be provided for local 
churches to give to their church members 
and attendees by contacting the GCFA 
Shared Services department at SharedSer-
vices@gcfa.org or 615-329-3393.

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Christian CONVERSATIONS

BY TITA PARHAM   
For countless numbers of people, the Bible is the most 

important guide to living a faithful Christian life. With an 
estimated 5 billion copies printed between 1815 and 1975, 
the Bible remains the top-selling book of all time.

What the Bible really means to its readers, however, has 
been a consistent source of debate.

In Gallup's annual poll of beliefs and values in 2014, 50 
percent of Americans said the Bible is the actual word of 
God. Of that group, 22 percent said it should be taken liter-
ally, and 28 percent said it could be interpreted in multiple 
ways. Another 28 percent said it is the inspired, but not 
literal, word of God, and a final 18 percent said the Bible is 
"fables, legends and history written by men."

For United Methodists, the Bible is the "Word of God 
through the words of human beings inspired by the Holy 
Spirit," (United Methodist Book of Discipline, "Doctrinal 
Standards and Our Theological Task," Paras. 104-105). It 
is the source of all needed for salvation and the "guide for 
faith and practice."

The Discipline further says Scripture should be read 
within a community of faith and informed by that tradi-
tion; individual texts should be interpreted in light of their 
place in the Bible as a whole; the original context and 
intent of each text must be considered; and attempts to 
understand Scripture should consider tradition, experience 
and reason.

The core beliefs of the Christian faith, then, are "re-
vealed through Scripture, illuminated by tradition, vivified 
(brought to life) in personal and corporate experience, and 
confirmed by reason."

Despite those declarations, United Methodists do not 
always agree about how to interpret Scripture and its role 
in understanding essential affirmations of faith.

Never changing?
The most visible debate relates to Scrip-

tures about same-sex relationships, say the Rev. 
Adam Hamilton and the Rev. David F. Watson.

Hamilton is lead pastor at United Method-
ist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, 
Kansas, and author of Making Sense of the 
Bible. Watson is academic dean/vice president 
for academic affairs and associate professor of 
New Testament at United Theological Seminary 
in Dayton, Ohio.

Most United Methodist clergy agree that 
using tradition, reason and experience to inter-
pret Scripture is important, Hamilton says, but 
"where faithful United Methodists disagree is 
whether what Paul and Moses say about same-

sex intimacy is more like what Paul and Moses say about 
slavery or ... justice and love."

United Methodists agree that verses on slavery "do not 
reflect God's affirmation of slavery," he says. Likewise, chil-
dren should not be stoned to death for persistent disobedi-
ence, and the idea of women serving as religious teachers 
and ordained clergy is "in keeping with God's will."

The conflict over same-sex relationships and other is-
sues, Hamilton says, points to "a deeper question about the 
nature of Scripture."

Watson says it is a matter of Scriptural interpretation 
for many Christians, with some believing they should not 
affirm same-sex intimacy because verses referring to it are 
"unequivocally negative." Likewise, Jesus' affirmation of 
marriage as between a man and a woman in Matthew 19 
should settle the debate.

"Others believe ... passages that condemn same-sex 
intimacy are not binding for people today because they 
reflect an ancient worldview and an outdated understand-
ing of human sexuality," he says. "(They ask) if we are 
content to regard passages around slavery as outdated and 
no longer binding, why shouldn't we make the same moves 
with regard to same-sex intimacy?"

Different interpretations stem from how people 
describe "the overarching logic of the Scriptures," says the 

Rev. Elaine Robinson, interim vice presi-
dent/dean of academic affairs and profes-
sor of Methodist studies and Christian 
theology at Saint Paul School of Theology 
in Overland Park, Kansas. That leads to 
a variety of considerations, including 
whether God's grace and love take priority 
over all else.

"Do the Scriptures present certain sin-
ful attitudes or behaviors that indicate we 
are not in right relationship with God and 
repenting of these must be a priority in the 
life of faith?" Robinson asks. "Does science 
help us understand things today which our 
biblical forebears could not know and, thus, require us to 

read some texts in light of the best scien-
tific knowledge of our day — something 
(John) Wesley, himself, tried to do?"

What is uniquely United Methodist, 
Robinson says, is "our communal covenant 
... to read the Bible in light of tradition, 
experience and reason."

Role of Scripture
Watson questions whether that commitment or a "con-

fession of the basics of Christian faith" is what really "binds 
us together."

He believes using Scripture, reason, tradition and 
experience (often referred to as the quadrilateral or the 
Wesleyan quadrilateral) to answer difficult theological 
questions "has not worked" and on some issues has instead 
produced "entirely contradictory conclusions."

Those tools, he says, are only useful if they clarify 
"aspects of the tradition we regard as normative and the 
way in which we understand experience." How to interpret 
Scripture, what constitutes tradition and how far reason 
should go in revising beliefs also need to be resolved.

"If we cannot gain greater clarity on these matters, 
there is little hope of our gaining agree-
ment about ethical matters such as same-sex 
intimacy," he says.

Adding to the confusion is a growing 
tendency to treat each of the four as equal, 
says the Rev. Bill Arnold, Paul S. Amos 
Professor of Old Testament Interpretation at 
Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, 
Ky.

Based on Wesleyan affirmations in the 
Discipline, "the revelation of God comes 
only through Scripture," Arnold says. "The 
other three merely illuminate, vivify or confirm that revela-

tion." Scripture, then, is the primary source 
for discerning the core of faith; the others 
are secondary.

"Disagreements will never be resolved," 
he says, "until we have an honest conversa-
tion about ... what it means to take Scrip-
ture as primary in our theological task."

Growing together
Are the debates healthy? Hamilton believes they are, if 

approached with humility and love.
"They are a part of how we work together to discern 

God's will," he says. "When they become unhealthy is when 
either or both sides in the debate are unable to say, ‘I could 
be wrong about this, and you might be right.'"

Arnold acknowledges that United Methodist tradition 
allows disagreement on matters unrelated to core beliefs. 
The Discipline quotes Wesley as saying, "As to all opinions 
which do not strike at the root of Christianity, we think 
and let think."

However, Arnold says Wesley also cautioned against 
adopting too broad an acceptance of opinions about theol-
ogy and Christian practice.

"If we follow Mr. Wesley ... I think it is detrimental to 

our church to assume we should be able to agree to dis-
agree about every issue before us," he says.

For Robinson, disagreements are neither inherently 
healthy nor unhealthy.

"Some congregations are destroyed by disagreements; 
others are able to allow different points of view to coex-
ist," she says. "The Wesleyan way is to hold the ‘essentials' 
in common – our human sinfulness, preveniently graced, 
justification by faith, and sanctification or growing into 
the fullness of love – and allow ‘opinions' to dwell in our 
midst."

Robinson urges people to consider 1 Corinthians 13:12: 
"For now we see in a mirror dimly."

"We don't have the full knowledge of God and always 
need to approach our reading of Scripture with humility," 
she says. "Unfortunately, we live in a time when people 
often prefer to be right, rather than to listen to one another 
and, perhaps, even learn something from someone who 
holds a different understanding."

For Watson, the problem isn't that United Methodists dis-
agree. It's that they disagree on so many important matters.

He says the denomination would benefit from resum-
ing the practice of reading the Bible in light of basic rules 
of faith, as the early church did.

"We often read Scripture very individualistically, taking 
little account of the ways in which the believing community 

through the centuries has interpreted and applied these sa-
cred texts," he says. "The believing community of both past 
and present, however, provides us with a fuller interpreta-
tion than we could derive on our own and corrects us when 
we fall into error."

Interpreting texts in light of their place in the Bible and 
considering their original context and intent would also 
provide clarity.

"These are often seen as protections against ‘proof 
texting,' which occurs when Scripture becomes a tool to 
support our own agendas, rather than a means of grace by 
which we come to know and love God," he says. "We must 
allow God to form us by our reading of Scripture, rather 
than trying to marshal the authority of Scripture in service 
to our own agendas."

Ultimately, Robinson says she sees the Bible as "more 
of a process than a product ... something that is living and 
always informing our life in God in new ways and new 
contexts."

Regardless of the disagreements, she hopes all United 
Methodists will know the Bible as "a living word to us anew 
in each generation, but ever faithful to God and to the word 
incarnate in Christ."

(Tita Parham is a communications consultant, writer 
and editor based in Apopka, Fla. Reprinted with permission 
from Interpreter Magazine.)

the bible:
   from age to age the same?

Hamilton

Watson

Robinson

 "Does science help us understand things today 
which our biblical forebears could not know and, 
thus, require us to read some texts in light of the 
best scientific knowledge of our day — something 
(John) Wesley, himself, tried to do?"
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BY LYNN COOTS
Missions co-chair, Havana First UMC
When Ebola struck West Africa, the people we knew 
best were in Liberia.  For years, our church had sent 
nominal amounts of money to support ministers and 
children’s education there.  

As I learned more about the Liberian Conference 
missions and mission trips from Bunny Wolfe, Liberia 
became very real. So when the Liberian food project 

to support our Liberian church family, affected by the 
Ebola crisis, came into being, the need to do more 
became urgent.  

What could we do quickly to raise money for rice? 
And that was how Cookies for Christ was born. Our 
first effort in December produced 70 dozen deco-
rated cut out Christmas cookies and our second 
effort in February produced chocolate-chip heart 
shaped cookies for Valentine’s Day. Ten women made 

the dough and our youth group, with their leaders, 
baked and packaged the cookies. Almost $1,000 was 
raised with just these two efforts. A portion of the 
money was shared with the youth for their projects 
and the rest was sent to conference to buy rice.

We all experienced the blessings of working together 
in God’s purpose.  As Pastor Jame said, “Who would 
have thought that eating cookies in Havana, Illinois 
would feed people in Liberia!”

to support our Liberian church family, affected by the the dough and our youth group, with their leaders, 

Sweetening 
our missions giving

Members of the Carthage     
United Methodist Women 
displayed two of the quilts that were entered at 
the Festival of Quilts for Cunningham Children’s 
Home. Pictured from left are: Judy Fuellborn, Con-
nie Purdy, Judy Vance, Millie Graham, Jane Iutzi, 
Joyce Buckert, Ruth Royalty, Cinda Walton, Beth 
Hardy, Bev Hickenbottom and Maxine Bennett.

The church’s quilt ministry began in fall 2012 
when several members decided to make a welcome 
quilt for a child at Cunningham Home. It was hand 
delivered in the summer of 2013. The experience 
inspired them to make another quilt for the 2014 
Festival of Quilts. Hand quilted by Cinda Walton, 
the 2014 quilt garnered $550 at last year’s Festival.

The ministry is supported by generous dona-
tions of fabric and money to purchase the supplies. 

Photo courtesy of Ruth Royalty MAY 2015
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BY BOB FALLSTROM

Decatur Herald & Review

ELWIN – Donna Camren and Laura Warnick combine 
to provide gospel music at Elwin United Methodist Church 
each Sunday morning. They have a lot of experience.

“More than 100 years when you add up both of us,” 
Camren said.

“I play the organ. Laura plays the piano. When we play 
together, it's a unique sound.

The 71-year-old Mount Zion woman is proud to say she 
was “born into this church.”

“Our family has had four generations of members 
here,” Camren said. As a child, Camren said she took music 
lessons at Riverside Baptist Church. She says she is largely 
self-taught on the organ, although she had six free lessons at 
Macon Music after the church bought the organ.

“My great aunt played the organ here,” she said.
When her great aunt was ready to step down as the 

church organist, Camren took over the job.
Camren and her husband, Dave, have two daughters 

who live in Northern Illinois and five grandchildren.
“It's a musical family,” she said. “I have grandchildren 

who play piano, tuba, bass and drums.”
As for Warnick, she remembers moving to Elwin the 

year before Sunday School started in the church, which was 

Laura Warnick, middle, plays the piano and Donna Camren plays the organ while demonstrating a hymn at Elwin United Methodist Church.

Women make    
BEAUTIFUL 
MUSIC at 
    Elwin UMC

Photo by Jim Bowling, Decatur Herald & Review

The congregation at Mt. Vernon UMC in Champaign is in 
the midst of a major remodel of the church basement.

Members removed old paneling that had been 
in place since 1970, then many hands joined in to 
finish removing debris and begin constructing stud 
walls in order to add insulation and wallboard.  
Within a week, most of the walls of the room, which 
contains the kitchen and fellowship hall, had been 
completed.  A lot of work still needs to be done, 
including new bead board on the walls, construction 
of storage cabinets, installation of carpet, floor tile 
and ceiling. 

Pictured from left: Richard Rayburn, Aaron 
Weckhorst, Tom Blackburn, Megan Thompson and 
Suz Jones (kneeling), work on the Mt. Vernon UMC 
basement remodel.

The congregation is proud of their church home 
and has completed many recent updates to this his-
toric 147-year-old church, such as new steeple work, 
installation of stained glass windows, new chande-
liers, new kitchen appliances, and landscaping.  The 
church is handicapped accessible. 

Photo courtesy of Phyllis Godwin

“a long time ago.”
“I played piano in the Christian Church before 

that,” the soon to be 88-year-old said.
Warnick is a longtime South Wheatland township 

clerk. She and her husband, Jim, have been married 56 
years and are the parents of Julie McClarey, who plays 
piano and was musical director on a Branson, Mo., 
showboat the past three years.

Randy McGeehon, a Millikin University graduate 
who has been the church minister since July 2008, calls 
Camren and Warnick “the best musicians I ever had.”

“They are extremely valuable to this church,” he 
said.

Elwin United Methodist Church, more than 175 
years old, has about 300 members and a Sunday aver-
age attendance of more than 100.

Photo courtesy of Lee Wilson

Sunfield United Methodist Women collected Little Golden books for Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House at a recently monthly meeting. In all, 35 books were collected.
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BY DAWN SCHABBING
Effingham Daily News  

CHARLESTON -- Dr. 
Kimberly Whitaker has 
learned to be appre-
ciative and resourceful 
through her medical 
experiences in such 
places as Alaska, New 
Mexico, Ecuador and 
Afghanistan.

But now the 38-year-
old Neoga native and 
daughter of Jim and 
Rhonda Whitaker is 
happy to be back to 
her roots, where her 
dream of becoming a doctor began. She was recently 
hired by Sarah Bush Lincoln Health System for its Charles-
ton Family Practice.

“I can hardly remember a time when I didn’t want to be a 
doctor. I started talking about it seriously in high school. 
My parents and grandmothers taught me the value of 
helping other people,” she said.

A 1995 graduate of Neoga High School, Whitaker attend-
ed the University of Illinois in Urbana, where she earned 
a bachelor’s degree in Human Development and Family 
Studies in 1999. She later earned her medical degree from 
James H. Quillen College of Medicine at East Tennessee 
State University, in Johnson City, Tenn.

Early on, Whitaker became interested in mission work. Her 
first experience was in high school when her youth group 
took a trip to the Appalachian Mountains. She partici-
pated in a few youth mission trips before agreeing to be a 
chaperone on two mission trips in college.

During her medical school years, mission trips were typi-
cally how she spent her spring breaks. Three times she 
visited and worked in Riobamba, Ecuador. Her desire to be 
a missionary in that country was prompted by her previ-
ous mission experience and membership in the Christian 
Medical and Dental Association, which sponsored the 
missions through its Global Health Outreach.

The experience not only broadened her worldly knowl-
edge but her medical skills as well.

“As students, we assisted 
in the pharmacy, did basic 
triage for the doctors and 
helped the dentists. It was, 
I hope, the only time I will 
ever be pulling teeth,” she 
said.

Whitaker’s first trip to the 
country placed her high in 
the Andes Mountains with 
the Quechua people, who 
are descendants of the Inca 
population. Translation 
from their native language 
to English and back to the 
Quechuan language, in 
many cases was needed.

After graduating medical school, Whitaker took two more 
mission trips — one in 2008 to Afghanistan and another in 
2011 to Honduras.

“In Honduras and Afghanistan, we worked in a ‘clinic,’ 
which was a cinder block building with two exam rooms 
that was normally staffed by a health care worker. We did 
move into several different villages in Afghanistan. One 
was a new settlement for internally displaced people. 
There I worked inside the room that was considered the 
clinic, so I could have privacy to work with women,” Whita-
ker said.

Her medical training would take her to Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, where she became fluent in Spanish and provided 
care to the Pueblo, Navajo and urban Indian populations.

Upon completing her residency three years later, Whita-
ker began working in Alaska to fulfill her commitment to 
working in rural health care as part of earning the National 
Health Service Corps scholarship. Working in several dif-
ferent locations with many cultures was educational and 
in ways life-changing as she adapted to living in Alaska.

“Bethel is a ‘fly in and fly out’ community on the Western 
coast of Alaska. It’s the hub for 58 villages of Yu-pik Eskimo 
people. Many of them still live a very traditional lifestyle of 
hunting, fishing and living off the land,” she said.

While Whitaker’s house in Alaska had some conveniences 
like running water, it only happened because the water 
had to be delivered by truck. 

“(Being there) taught me a lot about ‘needs vs wants.’  I 
learned about what it really means to have respect for com-
munity elders and to celebrate your own culture. I made 
very good friends because we had only each other,” she said.

Whitaker most recently worked locally in health care 
for the medically underserved at Promise Healthcare in 
Champaign starting in 2010, just prior to joining SBL.

Whitaker said she loves the time she spent immersed in 
diverse communities because they allowed her to meet 
people and experience different cultures in ways no other 
type of travel can. But they also served another purpose.

“I am a Christian, so this is also a chance to see God work 
with and through people. I find (the trips) to be energiz-
ing. I have never gone on a trip and not come home with 
a strong faith and re-energized to do my job in the U.S., 
as a mission,” said Whitaker, who is now married to Matt 
Stump, an associate pastor at the Monticello United Meth-
odist Church.

The experience has affected how Whitaker approaches 
not only her own life, but the care she gives her patients.

At the Charleston SBL Clinic, Whitaker’s special interest 
is in women’s health and preventive care. However, her 
newest practice encompasses people of all ages and both 
genders. She believes in encouraging people to take an 
active role in their health, having seen first-hand the ef-
fects of inadequate health care.

“In Ecuador, we worked in schools. We worked with 
people of all ages, from babies to elders so old they didn’t 
know how old they were. We always saw a lot of children. 
Childhood mortality rates are always very high in these 
countries and well child care does not really exist. Moms 
bring in their kids because it is amazingly reassuring to 
have a doctor say, ‘Your child is fine.’”

Whitaker is grateful for the advanced medical care avail-
able here, but at the same time she has an understand-
ing of providing the best care possible, even with few 
resources.

“Both the mission trips and living in Alaska have taught 
me how to practice medicine when I have very few re-
sources, which helps me to help patients make good deci-
sions about what tests and treatments are truly needed.”

(Reprinted with permission from the March 25 issue of the 
Effingham Daily News, www.effinghamdailynews.com)

Dr. Kimberly Whitaker is at home in her Charleston office after cultivating her medical training in such places as Ecuador and Afghanistan.  Photo by Katie Smith, Effingham Daily News 
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Submitted photo courtesy of Effingham Daily News
Some Afghan women and Whitaker, third from left, pose during a medical mision trip to 
Afghanistan in 2008.

“(Being there) taught me a lot about  ‘needs 

vs wants.’  I learned about what it really means 
to have respect for community elders and to 
celebrate your own culture.  I made very good 
friends because we had only each other.”

“I am a Christian, so this is also a chance to see God work with and through people. I have never gone on a 
  trip and not come home with a strong faith and re-energized to do my job in the U.S., as a mission.”

Doctor without borders:
Neoga native’s passion for others takes her around the world
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A group of students from the Wesley Foundation at 
Western Illinois University had a unique spring break. 
We traveled to Cuba for an unforgettable mission trip. 
Thirteen people took part in this adventure in faith. Our 
group discovered there truly is a spiritual bond between 
all Methodists. 

Each month a group of Methodists is allowed to 
spend a week in Cuba. This happens due to an arrange-
ment between the two governments. Each team works 
through the United Methodist Volunteers in Mission and 
the final paper work is signed by the U.S. Department of 
Treasury.

We all returned with one similar thought: this expe-
rience is hard to put into words. Wesley student Hannah 
Porter said, “It is difficult to describe how meaning-
ful this experience was for us. We were in a wonderful 
setting with no cell service or WiFi. This gave us the 
opportunity to focus on God and the people we were 
serving. In the midst of the school year, I am thankful for 
being given this gift of new relationships with my Cuban 
brothers and sisters.”

We flew from Ft. Lauderdale to Havana and were 
met at the airport by our assigned Methodist interpreter, 
Alba. This wonderful Christian was with us every minute 
until we returned to the airport 8 days later. We would all 
come to know and love her as our new sister in Christ.

We loaded into a large van provided by the Method-
ist church and headed for Camp Canaan. This was about 
a 4 hour trip through beautiful country side. If you have 
ever been to, or seen pictures of Hawaii, you have an idea 
of what Cuba looks like.

Camp Canaan is the only Methodist church camp in 
Cuba. This camp was started in the mid-1990’s by a joint 
effort of the Methodist Church of Cuba and UMVIM 
work groups. The grounds are maintained in such a 
manor that it almost has a resort look and feel about it. 
This would be our home for the next 5 days and nights. 
Our hosts, the camp staff, instantly became our brothers 
and sisters. They prepared 3 incredible meals for us each 
day. Our meals always started with a “prayer song”, in 
Spanish, that Alba taught us. 

Following each breakfast, one of us would lead our 
group in a devotional. The thirteen of us, seven students 
and six adults, developed an outstanding “team chemis-
try.” Each of us quickly discovered an important role to 
play in order to help make our team successful. 

The highlight of our trip was leading four congre-
gations in worship, at their respective churches. The 
“buildings” in which these services were held, were not 
like our churches, however, the love and enthusiasm that 
was shared was very genuine. These outgoing people 
hold nothing back when they gather to praise God. It 
was truly an honor for us to have the opportunity to lead 
these services. Rey Brinson, a musician from Wesley 
Foundation, stated, “This mission trip was truly God 
inspired. The Cuban people were awesome.”

We began each worship by introducing ourselves and 
leading the people in a couple of favorites. They joined 
us as we sang in Spanish, “ I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy” and 
“Jesus Loves Me.” We would then share a message that 
was translated, line by line, by Alba. Following, four 
students played ukuleles and lead the congregation in 
several songs, all sung in Spanish. They always wanted us 
to play more.

Following the service, some of us instructed the 
adults of the congregation in craft making. We had sup-
plies for them to make bracelets, necklaces, and crosses. 
At the same time, another group of us, spent time with 
the children. This included coloring, and pasting cot-
ton balls on a paper sheep. Each child went home with 

several items they 
had probably never 
had before: cray-
ons, coloring pages, 
pencils, pens, a glue 
stick, scissors, and a 
ruler.

Some of our mu-
sicians taught those 
who were inter-
ested how to play the 
ukulele. At a couple of the churches they created unique 
“bands” from the youth and adults of the congregation. 
This fellowship was spontaneous and powerful.

Wesley Foundation band member Jordan Mance 
said, “I enjoyed how we were able to connect spiritu-
ally because we all serve the same God. I gained new 
relationships and experienced large spiritual growth in a 
short period of time.” 

Two forms of international language seemed to be 
music and baseball. We took several baseball gloves and 
balls with us.  Some of the camp staff, including pastors 
and administrators, really enjoyed playing catch with 
us. They had obviously played baseball when they were 
younger, however, it had been a number of years since 
they had had the opportunity to put on a glove and play 
catch.

As we said our goodbyes at each church, there were 
lots of hugs and kisses. The connections that were cre-
ated during each of these 2-hour worship times were 
very meaningful. We experienced first hand that the 
Methodists of America and Cuba are all brothers and 
sisters. Each service had some amazing moments, and 
our group time following each worship was filled with 
smiles and laughter. 

We also put in 2 days of work at Camp Canaan. We 
all went to work: painting, sifting and hauling sand, and 
moving piles of bricks. We all enjoyed sweating in the 
Cuba heat during this “labor of love.”

We spent part of a day enjoying a beautiful beach. 
The water was extremely clear. It was hard to believe we 
were only 90 miles from the coast of Florida.

We spent our final full day and 2 nights in Havana. 
We were housed in the national headquarters of the 
Methodist church. This staff was also very welcoming.

The city of Havana is rich in history. The streets are 
filled with cars from the U.S. that were made prior to 
1959. No doubt, the Cuban people have a great deal of 
ingenuity, which is verified by their ability to keep these 
cars in good running condition.

At our final breakfast we had a sing along with the 
staff. We sang and clapped until we finally had to say 
goodbye. Alba exclaimed to all of us, “We want you col-
lege students to come back! We need more young people 
with your enthusiasm to come on these mission trips!” 
We had learned from Alba that having young people lead 
worships as we did, had not ever been done before. 

Team leader Rodney Fink, who was making his sixth 
trip to Cuba said this, “Our Wesley Foundation group 
was very musically talented. Through the love and music 
they shared we developed close bonds with our Cuban 
brothers and sisters that will affect our lives forever. We 
learned that you don’t need elaborate facilities, or stained 
glass windows to feel the presence of Christ’s love and 
the love shared by others through Christ.”

WIU Wesley Foundation Director Mark Hendrick-
son summarized the trip this way, “The Cuban Method-
ists that we connected with were full of love and hope. 
We gave all that we had to give, yet, we know that we 
received more back from these wonderful people.” 

WIU connects with
The Methodists 
of Cuba
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It all started with a letter 
and a pastor’s contact
BY KATE BROWN

It started with a letter. 

I was a freshman at Eastern Illinois University, just 
a few weeks into my first semester. I was eager to 
meet new people, and I knew finding a campus 
ministry would help, but my first year anxieties 
hindered me from branching out. 

My freshman anxieties were elevated after receiv-
ing terrible news from home, which was about 
two hours from 
campus. As with 
any "crisis," I was 
searching for an-
swers and trying 
to cope, which 
was made more 
difficult by unfa-
miliar territory. 
Thankfully, I have 
a supportive fam-
ily, both church 
and biological, 
who recognized 
that I needed a 
place to cope, 
but also to call a 
home away from 
home. 

Then came the 
letter. 

Any college student knows how great it feels to 
get a handwritten piece of mail. It lets you know 
someone is thinking of you specifically, and that 
they care enough to write. As I read the letter from 
the campus minister at the Wesley Foundation at 
EIU, a stranger then, it instantly brought tears to my 
eyes. The letter arrived in a time of need, and it was 
because of people in my life caring enough to make 
connections on my behalf. 

So you may be wondering - how did Paige Roberts, 
EIU's Wesley Foundation Campus Minister know 
to write me? Rewind almost 16 years ago. I was a 
baby, attending the Trenton First United Method-
ist Church, pastored by Mike Ebersohl. Mike and 
my parents were great friends and stayed in touch 
even after Mike was moved elsewhere. I was actu-
ally responsible for Mike's chicken pox outbreak...
but that's neither here nor there. Now fast forward 
to 2009. My Mom reached out to Mike and let him 
know I was attending EIU and needed a church to 
call home. Mike reached out to Paige Roberts, and 
Paige wrote a letter.

I read the handwritten letter and attended church 
for the first time at the Wesley Foundation. Paige's 
sermon was on grief...a true God Moment...the 
words she spoke were exactly what I needed to 
hear. 

After the service I introduced myself to Paige, 
already feeling the tears welling up, and introduced 
myself as the girl from the letter. She asked if I 
needed a hug, and I really did. We were still com-
plete strangers, but her letter and hug were enough 
to let me know that I had found my home. 

(Kate Brown, EIU Class of 2013. Kate is now serving as 
the Development Coordinator for Reading Partners 
Charleston, a children’s reading advocacy organiza-
tion, in Charleston, South Carolina.)

A note from Paige: I wouldn’t have known Kate was 
on campus if Mike Ebersol hadn’t emailed me with her 
name and contact information. Sharing the names of 
your students with Wesley Foundation directors can 
make a huge difference in their lives. Please be sure to 
share student names with us as new and old students 
come to our campuses.

Youth invited to explore Wesley     
Student Center through mini-mission

The Wesley Student Center at the University of 
Illinois is offering a new opportunity this summer for 
youth groups and their leaders to visit the University 
of Illinois campus, to chat with Wesley students, and 
to learn about ways to fight hunger in our communi-
ties. Groups will spend a night in our 100-year-old 
building (and tour all the cool hiding places!), hang 
out in our coffeehouse/student lounge, watch a movie 
in our theater, and engage in a packaging project or 
serve at one of our food pantries to help families in 
need – all within 24 hours! Youth will learn about one 
of our student groups, Illini Fighting Hunger, as well 
as the Wesley Food Pantries, and about food insecu-

rity in Illinois and how we can respond to this urgent 
issue. Cost is only $25.00 per person, which includes 
3 meals and supplies. Mini-mission overnights can be 
scheduled between Tuesday-Saturday evenings, de-
pending on the group’s interest. For questions or more 
information, please contact Wesley’s campus minister, 
Rev. Julie Dowler, at jdowler@wesleyui.org, or call 
217-344-1120.  The maximum number of participants 
we can accommodate at one time is limited to 45, 
and we request that youth be at least 13 years of age 
in order to participate. Check out our other minis-
tries through our website (wesleyui.org) or like us on 
Facebook!

My name is Courtney and I am finishing up my freshmen year at ISU. I am so 
thankful that I was part of a Wesley Foundation this last year. The Wesley 
Foundation really has become my home away from home. Second 
semester,   I joined the Leadership Academy and have learned so much 
about how to be the church in the world and on campus and also about 
my own strengths. I’m the coordinator of our service projects and 
have gotten awesome experience coordinating volunteers to do 
meaningful service in our community at a local homeless shelter 
and at our local Habitat for Humanity affiliate. Through this year 
I have learned so much about ways to serve in our community. 
Wednesday night worship has also been such a great time to 
de-stress and focus on what really matters, God and getting 
to worship with one another. I am so excited that I found the 
Wesley Foundation before I got to campus, by meeting with 
the staff at Annual Conference last year. It has been the best 
part of my year and I’m excited for the next three. 

- Courtney White, freshmen, 
ISU Human Development Major
Home Church Rochester UMC

New BOGO luncheon offered at Annual Conference 
The Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry 

invite youth, college students, young adults & anyone inter-
ested in making a difference to our first Annual Conference 
BOGO Lunch – Buy One, Give One.  

Join us at Peoria First UMC for a pizza buffet and a 
packaging project that will go to benefit people in the local 
community.  We’ll enjoy a meal together and share in con-
versation about our campus ministries, then package rice 
to help feed others in need. 

The rice will be given to local food pantries to be dis-
tributed throughout the Peoria area.  Cost is $10 per per-

son, and will cover the pizza & the packaging ingredients – 
Buy One, Give One!  The luncheon will be held Friday, June 
12, from noon to 2 p.m.  

You may register for the meal through the annual con-
ference website, or directly with Sherry Smedshammer at 
srsmedshammer@gmail.com by Monday, June 1. 

Youth groups are encouraged to join us for this special 
event to learn about what’s happening in our Wesley Foun-
dations and at our UM colleges, and to experience first-
hand how we can fight hunger in our communities.
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National NEWS

Two tornados cut 
path of destruction 
through Northern 
Illinois
At least two tornadoes tore through parts of 
Northern Illinois April 9 according to the National 
Weather Service killing two people and destroying 
homes and businesses in its path.
The hardest hit communities were in Ogle and 
DeKalb counties including the small town of 
Fairdale which was mostly demolished by the mas-
sive tornado. Other areas towns in our conference 
affected include but not limited to: Ashton, Ro-
chelle, Kirkland and Chana. None of our NIC church 
buildings in the DeKalb and Rockford Districts were 
damaged and only a handful of UM church mem-
bers have been affected.

Please keep everyone affected by yesterday’s 
storms in your prayers.

How to Help
Disaster Response Coordinators urge: Wait for word 
on donations or volunteer specific requests.

Sending unrequested people or materials will only 
add to the disaster.

Prayers? Yes!

Monetary donations? Yes!

To the NIC Rainbow Covenant Disaster account 
Advance #50000148.

It is anticipated that no donations or volunteers 
will be requested until at least this weekend, pos-
sibly later. When specific requests arise, we will get 
out the information on the NIC Disaster Response 
Facebook Page.

Currently, life safety issues are being addressed in-
cluding continued search and rescue and securing 
power and gas lines, as well as damage assessment. 
Paws Humane Society is bringing a van for any lost/
missing pets so they can be housed until they are 
able to be reunited with their owners.

Right now, the best thing you can do, if you are not 
already invited to a specific role, is to S – O – S

•  Stay put.

•  Observe those around you who may 
be impacted by the media images, and 
confirm what resources you have to 
share if needed.

•  Stand by – for specific information and 
instructions. Ready.Illinois.Gov is a reli-
able source.

•  Connect to NIC Disaster Response Face-
book page to for up to date information.

Monetary donations
Check made out to Northern Illinois Conference, 
memo: Advance #50000148

Mail to:

Northern Illinois Conference
P.O. Box 5646
Carol Stream, IL 60197-5646

For emergency updates from the Village of Kirk-
land, visit: http://villageofkirkland.com/

BY BOYCE A. BOWDON
OKLAHOMA CITY (UMNS) -- Ruth Schwab 

will grieve on April 19, but the United Methodist who 
survived the bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building 20 years ago that day will also be grateful.

She reached that place of gratitude with the help 
of God, her church and many others.

A member of First United Methodist Church in 
Oklahoma City, Schwab was at her desk in the federal 
building at 9:02 that morning in 1995. A homemade 
bomb concealed in the bed of a Ryder truck detonated 
in what — until Sept. 11, 2001 — was the deadliest 
act of terrorism that had ever occurred on American soil. 
Altogether, 168 people — including 19 children — died 
and more than 500 were injured.

Timothy McVeigh, who parked the bomb-laden truck, 
and Terry Nichols were later convicted of building the 
bomb and organizing the attack.

Then 46, Schwab was the single mother of five. The 
oldest was away at college, and the others — ages 9, 11, 
13 and 15 — lived with her. For 23 years, she had worked 
at the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.

“Suddenly, there was a tremendous boom. Then it 
seemed like I was being hurled down a dark, black hole,” 
Schwab says.

The floors of the nine-story building were caving in 
on top of one another.

Schwab regained consciousness on the floor, bleeding 
profusely from cuts, especially to her face, neck and arms. 
She was pelted by shards of glass that slashed both of her 
eyes.

 ‘Is anybody there?’
“I couldn't see anything. It was a blessing in a way. I 

was spared from seeing lots of gruesome sights,” she says.
“I hollered, ‘Is anybody there?’ Then the sweetest 

voice I’d ever heard answered back. ‘I'm here, Ruthie. I'm 
coming to you. Don’t move.’ It was my co-worker, V.Z. 
Lawton. We inched our way through the debris. Before 
we got far, things we couldn’t move or get around blocked 
us. In a few minutes, rescue workers made it to us and 
carried us out of out of the building.”  

Schwab was rushed to a hospital. After eight hours of 
surgery, specialists had some hope for saving her left eye, 
but not her right.

Three days later, she went home just in time for her 
47th birthday — a day that brought a special reason to 
celebrate.      

"I was telling my kids about my friends who were 
killed in the building. Evidently, the swelling in my left 
eye had gone down a little. All of a sudden, I could see 
something. It looked like polka dots. In a few seconds, my 
vision cleared some more, and I could tell I was seeing 
flowers and ‘happy birthday’ balloons all over the room. I 
knew I was going to see again.”

Specialists later replaced her right eye with a newly 
developed prosthetic eye.

During the next few months, Schwab had several 
more surgeries to repair her jaw and remove scars caused 
by cuts that had required more than 200 stitches.

Losses kept adding up
Physical pain wasn’t all Schwab had to cope with. As 

the months passed, she became increasingly aware of 
what she had lost.

She had lost her right eye, and she could never get it 
back. She had lost a job she loved, and the paycheck she 
depended on. She had lost scores of friends who worked 

at HUD and in other offices — one of them was one of 
her “closest buddies,” Patricia Nix.

“Pat kept a box on her desk that looked like a loaf of 
bread and was filled with Scripture readings on little slips 
of paper. Friends would come by and tell Pat what was 
troubling them. She would hand them her little box and 
invite them to pull out a scripture. They would read it. Pat 
would tell them, ‘Just wait; God's going to fix it. Just trust 
him.’ And they would say thanks and walk away.”

Schwab says she felt overwhelmed, helpless and angry.
“I walked through my house, yelling. ‘Timothy 

McVeigh, I hate you! Why did you blow up our building 
and kill so many innocent people and leave so many of us 
messed up for the rest of our lives! I didn’t do anything to 
you. Why did you do this to me?”

And she was angry with God.
“Nothing made sense,” she says. “Why did God let 

McVeigh do this? Why did God take Pat, who was such 
a loving and faithful Christian? Why had he left me and 
taken her? Why?”

She felt guilty for surviving. Guilt, grief, anger and 
hate were making her bitter.

“I tried, but for a long time, I couldn't forgive.”

Ministering to survivors continues
The Rev. Michael Potts, a United Methodist cler-

gyman who is a licensed professional counselor, says 
Schwab is not alone in her struggles. Finding healing can 
take a long time for people hurt in such a traumatic event, 
he said.

Potts, who helped in 1995 and is still helping survi-
vors, says such a life-threatening situation becomes part 
of who you are and who you become.

“When you are overwhelmed by destructive feelings 
that you can do nothing about, such as fear and anger and 
being unable to forgive, it makes a tremendous difference 
if you have faith in a power greater than yourself who can 
enable you to get through them and grow stronger.”          

Finally, forgiveness
Schwab’s feelings finally passed.   
What released Schwab from her fear and anger and 

freed her to hope and love again? What enabled her to 
forgive?

She has no doubts. 
“God pulled me through!” she declares. “God saved 

me physically, emotionally and spiritually. That’s the only 
way I can explain it!”

She says God worked through rescue workers and 
medical professionals who saved her life; through her 
family and friends, who stood by her, eager to help any 
way they could; through a Christian counselor, who 
helped her and her children get through troublesome 
emotional issues; and through countless people who 
prayed for her. 

And Schwab says God worked through her church, 
which embraced her with love, giving her a safe place to 
grieve and grow, to serve and share, and to forgive and 

Oklahoma City bombing 
survivor says God helped 
her forgive

be forgiven.
“I have lost an eye; I still have some pain; I still don’t have 

all the answers to all the whys,” she says. “But I’m healed! God 
has healed me.”

An ordained United Methodist minister, Bowdon directed 
communications for the Oklahoma Conference for 24 years. In 
retirement, he writes inspirational articles and books.

Photo by Boyce Bowden
In the "Field of Empty Chairs," Ruth Schwab stands at the chair that represents one of 
her best friends, Patricia Nix. 
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FUMMWA hosts Pathways              
in Indianapolis
The Fellowship of United Methodists in Music 
and Worship Arts announces that early registra-
tion is now open for its 2015 bi-annual convoca-
tion, Pathways 2015 – A Gathering of Worship 
Artists, to be held in Indianapolis, Ind., July 
20-23.  

For registration and more information see www.
UMFellowship.org/Pathways2015 or contact 
the Fellowship office at 1-800-952-8977.

Keynote speakers for the event include Rev. 
Nadia Bolz-Weber, noted Denver Lutheran 
pastor and New York Times best-selling author; 
Mark Miller, associate professor of music at Drew 

University; Perkins School of Theology profes-
sors Dr. Michael Hawn and Dr. John Holbert;  Dr. 
Constance Cherry, professor at Indiana Wesleyan 
University and Michael Keller, director of the 
Indianapolis Circle City Ringers.  

Additional classes and sessions will include 
choral conducting, organ improvisation, dance, 
praise band techniques, handbells, drama, visual 
arts, staff relationships and many other offer-
ings.  The convocation will be headquartered at 
the Indianapolis Marriott East Hotel with wor-
ship services at Broadway, North and St. Luke’s 
United Methodist churches in Indianapolis.

COS Extension School dates        
for 2015-2016
Dates have been announced for the 2015-2016 
Course of Study Extension School for part-time 
local pastors.

Dates are as follows:

Aug-Sept. 2015 session --              
Aug. 21-22 and Sept. 18-19

Deadline: June 20

Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
COS_Aug2015 (underscore between COS and 
Aug2015)

Oct.-Nov. 2015 session --             
Oct. 9-10 and Nov. 6-7

Deadline: Aug. 10

Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
COS_Oct2015 (underscore between COS and 
Oct2015)

Feb.-March 2016 session --            
Feb. 5-6 and March 4-5, 2016

Deadline: Dec. 10

Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
COS_Feb2016 (underscore between COS and 
Feb2016)

April-May 2016 session -- April 8-9 and May 6-7, 
2016

Deadline: Feb. 10, 2016

Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
COS_April2016 (underscore between COS and 
April2016)

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Events & Announcements

Top court: Deleting investigative 
group ‘unconstitutional’
BY LINDA BLOOM

COLUMBUS, Ohio (UMNS) – Eliminating the com-
mittee on investigation for clergy members in an annual 
conference from the denomination’s law book in 2012 was 
unconstitutional, the top court of The United Methodist 
Church has ruled.

During its April 15-18 meeting, the Judicial Council 
also ordered the full restoration — including back pay — of 
the salary of an African bishop whose income was reduced 
by the board of the denomination’s finance agency. The 
General Council on Finance and Administration board 
ordered the reduction after receiving what it believed to be 
inadequate responses to an audit inquiry.

In its decision regarding East Africa Area Bishop 
Daniel Wandabula, which included two different dissent-
ing opinions, the council said the General Council on 
Finance and Administration had no power to reduce an 
active bishop’s salary. “A salary is a bishop’s basic financial 
entitlement, which cannot be curtailed save by judicial or 
administrative fair process,” the decision said.

Laity concerns
The ruling on the role of the committee on investiga-

tion also related to a question raised by the North Georgia 
Conference after action by the 2012 General Conference, 
the denomination’s top legislative body, removed references 
to the clergy committee on investigation, which included 
peers and lay members.

Two North Georgia Conference representatives, Joe 
Whittemore and the Rev. Ed Tomlinson, spoke during 
an April 15 oral hearing on the matter, emphasizing the 
importance of legislation adopted by the 2004 and 2008 
General Conferences that made the laity voting members 
of such committees.

“Laity are impacted and have significant concerns 
when charges are brought against clergy,” Whittemore said, 
noting that lay members want to make sure clergy are not 
falsely accused or that the process is handled correctly if 
valid issues are raised. “Laity are stakeholders in seeing that 
these matters are handled effectively … and with justice.”

Tomlinson called the deletion of Paragraph 2703.2 of 
the 2008 Book of Discipline, which defined the annual 
conference committee on investigation, a violation of fair 
process. “It appears that the absence of an investigative 
committee before trial is not fair to clergy,” he said.

Because of the changes in 2012, the church counsel 
— not an investigative committee — makes a determina-
tion about whether a case involving a clergy member of a 
conference should go to trial.

Historically, the North Georgia request pointed out, the 
investigation process for clergy has required counsel for the 
church to present fact-finding results to a committee on 
investigation before taking that step.

The Judicial Council’s decision pointed out that the 

trial court and committee on investigation “are clearly 
two distinct bodies, constituted by separate processes and 
functioning at different times in the complaint through 
trial process.” To eliminate the committee’s investigative 
function as a step in the process “is to call into question 
whether the clergy members have been granted fair pro-
cess, an unconditional guarantee.”

The court’s ruling restores to the current law book the 
portions of the 2008 Discipline “that relate to the role of 
the committee on investigation for clergy members of the 
annual conference,” effective April 18.

One Judicial Council member, Ruben T. Reyes, filed a 
concurring opinion in the case, while two other members, 
the Rev. F. Belton Joyner, Jr. and N. Oswald Tweh, Sr. dis-
sented, saying the action taken by the 2012 General Con-
ference was constitutional. “The question of the wisdom of 
doing so is a legislative matter and is beyond the purview 
of the Judicial Council,” the dissent said.

Reducing a bishop’s salary
The request questioning the action “to drastically cut 

off the episcopal support” for Wandabula came from the 
committee on episcopacy of the denomination’s Burundi 
and East Africa conferences.

The General Council on Finance and Administration’s 
board initially reduced the bishop’s salary in 2012 until it 
received satisfactory answers to questions about how his 
episcopal area has used more than $757,000 in church 
funds. In November 2014, the board set Wandabula’s 2015 
pay at an amount equal to his health plan and pension 
contributions — about $4,288, according to the Judicial 
Council’s decision.

While acknowledging the finance agency’s desire to 
protect church funds, the top court’s decision orders the 
agency to fully restore the bishop’s salary “from 2013 to 
2015 and until the next General Conference.” The court 
ordered the finance agency to report its “detailed full 
compliance with this decision no later than May 31, 2015.” 
However, the decision does not preclude “an amicable 
settlement by the parties concerned.”

Three council members — Joyner and two alternates 
participating in the spring session, W. Warren Plowden Jr. 
and the Rev. Timothy K. Bruster — filed a dissenting opin-
ion that called the action by the finance agency’s board in 
reducing Wandabula’s salary “in keeping with church law 
and its fiduciary duty.”

Their dissent also noted the Judicial Council “is not 
authorized” to determine the accuracy and completeness of 
either the East Africa financial records or audits conducted 
by church agencies.

In a separate dissent, the Rev. William B. Lawrence 
argued the Judicial Council does not have jurisdiction 
because the request improperly came from two annual 
conferences.

“Instead, if there might be an issue about whether 

GCFA has authority to reduce the salary of a bishop, then 
it should be a matter of concern for the Council of Bishops 
to discuss within its membership and possibly bring to the 
Judicial Council,” Lawrence wrote in his dissent. “Indeed, 
the Discipline provides for such a remedy.”

Same-sex resolutions
Two bishops’ decisions of law on annual conference 

resolutions related to same-sex marriage, held over from 
the council’s October 2014 meeting, were modified by the 
court.

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar had ruled that a 2014 
New England Annual Conference resolution “To Affirm 
God’s Call to Ministry and Marriage”— urging a change in 
denominational policy toward same-sex marriage and an 
openness to all couples wanting to marry — “is thoroughly 
aspirational in nature” and does not break church man-
dates.

Judicial Council agreed with his decision after modify-
ing the bishop’s ruling on Item 4, which encourages congre-
gations and clergy to open their “hearts, minds and doors” 
to all couples, by adding a phrase recognizing that church 
law forbids homosexual unions to be celebrated in United 
Methodist churches or conducted by United Methodist 
ministers.

Bishop Deborah L. Kiesey declared that language in a 
2014 Detroit Annual Conference resolution to support lay 
members who chose same-sex marriage was aspirational, 
depending on the type of support. But she ruled “null and 
void” the call to stop filing complaints against those ac-
cused of violating church law or enforcing those laws.

Judicial Council “affirmed in part and modified in part” 
the ruling by Kiesey, specifically modifying one section of 
the resolution “to reflect the disciplinary understanding 
regarding bisexual, transgendered, and persons who do not 
declare themselves to be ‘self-avowed practicing homo-
sexuals.’”

Other business
Two decisions of law by Bishop Gary E. Mueller of the 

Arkansas Conference were modified by Judicial Council. 
The decisions referred to questions about appointment-
making and length of service related to membership in the 
conference cabinet that Mueller had declared inappropri-
ate or moot and hypothetical. The court’s modifications 
removed additional commentary from the bishop’s rulings.

Because the petition did not come from an authorized 
body, Judicial Council said it had no jurisdiction related 
to a request regarding a decision to discontinue a clergy 
member’s provisional membership in the East Ohio Con-
ference.

Bloom is a United Methodist News Service multimedia re-
porter based in New York. Follow her at https://twitter.com/
umcscribe or newsdesk@umcom.org
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TRANSITIONS: 
It’s Your Move: Surviving Pastoral Transitions

BY BOB PHILLIPS

Pastor, Peoria First UMC

The traditional lists of the greatest stress-
producers in a person’s life usually begin 
with the death of a spouse, an under-
standable major trauma.  What many 

don’t consider is that near the top of the list is the stress 
arising from making a move from one location/job to 
another.

How does a pastor and family survive and thrive through 
the move cycle through the stresses and hassles of pull-
ing up roots and planting fresh roots as strangers in a 
strange land? Good moves happen every day. There is 
no magic formula and no relocation version of the Four 
Spiritual Laws, i.e., nod here and sign there and you’re 
going to the Heaven of a stress-free move

Christy and I are in our 23rd house, mostly courtesy of 

28 years of active duty in the Navy as a chaplain. When 
we passed 4 years and 2 months in Peoria we realized 
we had never lived this long anywhere in our 39 years 
of marriage. We have had the experience of one of our 
kids calling us from college and asking what her home 
address was, given that we had executed another 
cross-country move during the summer. I don’t write as 
one who knows everything but I know enough, having 
learned it first hand, and in that spirit share the follow-
ing tidbits.

First is vision. Victor Frankl wrote of his concentration 
camp experience that he learned people could handle 
almost any ‘how’ if they have a vision of ‘why.’ A vision 
of ministry undergirds the ‘why’ of itinerancy. It is not 
perfect but beyond the hassle there is real wisdom in 
seeking to align the best person with the best position 
where the best ministry can happen. That doesn’t al-
ways happen but it happens enough to make me thank-
ful. The biblical vision behind the notion of itineracy is 
sound and requires occasional reaffirmation.

Second is attitude. If you have kids at home, remember 
that the greatest single factor in how well or badly the 
kids handle the move is in how they see the parents 

When life throws you a curveball: 
coping with change and relocation
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TRANSITIONS:

Keep Going
BY CHRISTINA KROST

Have you ever walked a labyrinth? 

A labyrinth is an ancient kind of puzzle symbolic of 
pilgrimage with one unambiguous path from start 
to finish and no dead ends. Initially, your path to the 
middle is clear and obvious. 

But as you move along the path away from the center, it feels as if 
you're moving farther and farther from your intended target, though 
your path will again lead to the center in time.

Life in itinerant ministry can be like a labyrinth. Though it's cliche, the 
analogy holds that ministry life is a journey--putting one foot in front 
of the other in faith. But for the ministry spouse, it can feel like you're 
on a completely different path from your spouse, though in the same 
labyrinth.

Five years ago when my husband began taking seminary classes and 
pursuing ordained ministry, I had no doubt that God was calling him. 
But was he calling me and my young children, too? I was not complete-
ly convinced. Add my Catholic upbringing and lack of understanding 
about itinerant ministry and you can understand how I felt: lost. 

But ministry put us on a shared path, working toward a common goal. 
It gave us people to love, children to teach, situations to learn from, 
and strategies to use in future appointments. Being a ministry family 
doesn't mean we stay on the same path. 

As my husband is working his way closer to the center, doing the work 
of the church and turning hearts and minds toward Jesus, I might be 
several steps behind, or in a different place entirely. When crisis or 
confrontation occurs in our charge, sometimes my husband follows 

my lead as I help navigate sensitive emotions and feelings. My 
children are also traveling this labyrinth, and though 

they mostly follow closely behind us, sometimes they 
don't.

Itinerant ministry puts us on a path. Just start 
where you are. You will experience both the 
peace of moving closer to the heart of Jesus 
and the agony of falling away over and again. 
Keep going. Sometimes you will want to start 
over, and sometimes the thought of starting 

over will bring you to your knees. But Jesus 
guides our steps. My prayer is that you feel the 

presence of God on your journey, wherever that 
may take you during this appointment season. But 

whatever your path, just keep going.

Christina Krost is an elementary teacher turned mom turned United 
Methodist pastor's wife. She is also a Congregational Outreach Organizer 
for the interfaith environmental non-profit Faith in Place (www.faithin-
place.org). She lives with her husband and three daughters in Neoga,as 
they serve Neoga Grace and Etna UMCs in the Embarras River District. She 
blogs at thekrostfamily.blogspot.com.

BY CHESTNUT GLOBAL PARTNERS

As Cara DiMarco, Ph.D., a 
counselor in Oregon and author 
of Moving Through Life Transi-
tions With Power and Purpose 
said, “all major changes involve a com-
ponent of loss at their center.  That loss might involve 
loss of a particular routine, loss of opportunities, loss of 
sense of yourself or a loss of hope.” 

This may seem like doom and gloom, but change 
may also bring opportunity.   If you find yourself going 
through major life transitions, you may feel various 
emotions including stress, anxiety, confusion, and ap-
prehension.  Remember, these feelings will eventually 
dissipate, but if you find yourself struggling to overcome 
these emotions, the Clergy Assistance Program (CAP) 
can help. 

Perhaps you may be fearful because of future uncer-
tainty?  Maybe you feel powerless and frustrated with 
the pending change?  This is normal.  Find resources 
to help answer questions you may have.  Embracing a 
new opportunity rather than rejecting it will ease doubt.   
You can make future changes a positive rather than a 
negative by simply having a positive outlook.  Something 
simple you can do is to generate a list of all the positives 
outcomes will help you cope with change.  When you 
learn how to cope effectively, take the new opportunity 
and run with it.

When families are impacted by change, specifically 
those with children, sometimes those children may 
develop behavioral or school-related problems.  This is 
why it’s critical that parents keep a close eye on how their 
children are adjusting. Through the Clergy Assistance 
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emotionally handle the move.  In times of upheaval 
children naturally lean toward their parents for support. 
An honest but positive attitude is huge in helping them 
make the key initial adjustments.

Third is healthy closure with one’s former appoint-
ment. We all have known colleagues who make “zom-
bie moves,” constantly coming back from the dead or 
the distance of their present appointment to mess with 
favored members of their prior congregation. Don’t go 
there. You cannot take hold of a new place of ministry 
until you have turned loose of your old place of minis-
try. Conference guidelines are reasonable and practical 
in such matters. As Rambo hissed to the nasty sheriff in 
First Blood, “Let it go.”

Fourth, unpack. This is literal and spiritual. In our first 
Navy move from Belleville to Guam we landed in a 
duplex on base. A seasoned couple that lived across the 
street, a family active in the Catholic chapel, greeted 
us and offered wise counsel to us newcomers. “Unpack 
everything. If you leave anything in boxes, you will leave 
part of yourself in those boxes and not be fully here, 
and you need to be fully here.” Literally, unpack every-
thing and if you have more stuff than you have space, 

well that is another kind of issue.

Unpack spiritually also. Commit daily and nurture the 
focus on where you are now, those you are privileged 
to serve now. People sense if you are seeking to be 
incarnate among them or if they are a five-year 
stepping stone to a place where you really can do 
your thing. Seek the good and the needs where you 
are and partner with your family in this positive 
approach.

Many helpful resources can be found online to 
assist with the practical and emotional dimen-
sions of moves. This snapshot is intended to 
offer the encouragement that good moves can 
happen that honor God and enhance the fam-
ily. Consider Genesis 12:1: “Now the Lord said 
to Abraham, ‘Go…’”  To paraphrase the classic 
song, That Old Time Religion, “If it was good 
for Abe and Sarah, and it’s good enough for 
me!”

(Rev. Dr. Bob Phillips is senior pastor of 
Peoria First UMC and is a member of the 
Pastoral Care and Counseling Board of 
Directors)

  Moving. 
 Who doesn’t   
love moving?
BY SHAUNA SUMMERS

IGRC Coordinator of Pastoral Care and Counseling

After all, who doesn’t love rummaging 
through boxes to find a toothbrush, plates, 
a cup, or toilet paper? I bet Indiana Jones 

wouldn’t mind. In fact there would probably 
be a bunch of snakes in his boxes, thank goodness it isn’t an 

Indiana Jones story.
All jokes aside, moving can be scary. After all, we typically 

don’t know what to expect and that ambiguity makes us uneasy, 
no matter how meaningful the reason we are moving is (or how 

many times we’ve done it). Sometimes it is handy to have mov-
ing checklists; after all it is so easy to forget something and it is 
satisfying to cross things off a list. There are checklists for moving 

supplies, packing room by room, who needs a change of address, 
school records, recyclables, and even what not to forget to pack in 

your “essentials” box. (Various resources can be found at: http://
moving.about.com). I think the most unexpected resource I found 
was Earth911 (http://search.earth911.com) where you can search for 

a place near you that recycles whatever you are looking to recycle: 
laptops near Carbondale, IL for instance.

Of course packing isn’t the only important part of mov-
ing; moving is stressful. Good thing there are ways to keep 

the stress in check. The more you can do to anticipate what comes 
next, the less stress you will feel. You can do this by keeping lists. 

Some find making task-lists on a countdown timeline most 
helpful while others find a more topical moving list helpful. 

Of course getting enough sleep, eating right, go with the 
flow knowing things will change, ask for help when 
you need it, and have a Plan B (and C and D).

One of the intimidating things about moving is 
that you won’t know anyone. Consider these ideas to help 

rebuild your social network. Make an effort to learn about the commu-
nity; it’s history, available activities (maybe a new one you’d like to try), 

gyms, and restaurants. Being aware of the opportunities gives you more 
options. If you have school-aged children, volunteering at the school intro-

duces many opportunities, and be sure to accept invitations from others. If you 
decline, they may not ask again.

Of course attitudes toward the moving process are not the same for everyone 
in the family. If one person in your family is giving up an employment position or 
moving away from family and friends to support the other partner, special consider-

ation needs to be made to ensure the move is positive for the entire family.
 It may be important for non-clergy spouses to find a job in the new town. Be sure 

to update your resume before moving so you can send your resume right out without 
having to make time to update it first. Children and teens benefit from feeling involved 
in the moving process, just be sure the task is age appropriate. Anything from being 

in charge of taping the boxes or being the moving “director” to researching their new 
town and finding the best restaurants, Parks and Recreation activities. If you are mov-

ing with pets, introduce them to the new environment slowly, surround them with things 
that smell familiar and spend as much time with them as you can, this might be a job the 
children would enjoy!

As Chuck from Chuck Knows Church says, “The vow of itinerancy is the commitment 
by pastors to go and serve wherever their Bishop sends them. The goal is to match the gifts 

and the graces of a particular pastor to the ministry needs of a particular congregation.”

When life throws you a curveball: 
coping with change and relocation
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moving.about.com

school records, recyclables, and even what not to forget to pack in 

Program (http://chestnutglobalpartners.org/Ser-
vices/Employees-and-family-members), as well 
as Pastoral Care and Counseling (http://www.
igrc.org/pcc), you can receive assistance in deal-

ing with family concerns when they arise.  With re-
location, parents should let their children know that the 
whole family is in the problem together and that they 
will work together as a family to overcome the problem.  

The first six months of a child’s behavior after a move 
is the time parents should focus on.   It’s during this time 
that children may show that the adjustment isn’t going as 
smoothly.  Sudden weight changes, trouble concentrat-
ing on school work and readings, altered personality, in-
terpersonal relationship problems, and changes in sleep 
patterns may all be signs that the child isn’t adjusting 
properly.  What you can do is visit your child’s school 
and speak with his/her teachers, voicing your concerns 
and working through them with the faculty and admin-
istration. A few other things you can do as a family to 
restore normalcy is to take walks, watch television, and 
telling bedtime stories all helps bring back that balance 
that you may be searching for.  When you restore daily 
activities, it rebuilds the normal sense of the morning, 
afternoon, evening, and night.  Even though you are in 
a new place, try to resume the daily routines as much as 
you can. 

Here are a few signs that the person may be over-
whelmed and need professional help: the story is too 
painful to tell, the person creates a wall of silence around 
the event for a long time, the person cannot express or 
experience their feelings, dramatic behavior changes, 
and if the person has thoughts of hurting themselves or 
others.  If any of these apply, the Clergy Assistance Pro-
gram is available 24 hours a day at 1-800-433-7916 or by 
sending an email to igrc@chestnut.org.  You may also 
visit the Pastoral Care and Counseling Resource page 
(http://www.igrc.org/pcc_links).

having to make time to update it first. Children and teens benefit from feeling involved having to make time to update it first. Children and teens benefit from feeling involved having to make time to update it first. Children and teens benefit from feeling involved having to make time to update it first. Children and teens benefit from feeling involved 
to update your resume before moving so you can send your resume right out without to update your resume before moving so you can send your resume right out without to update your resume before moving so you can send your resume right out without to update your resume before moving so you can send your resume right out without to update your resume before moving so you can send your resume right out without 

visit the Pastoral Care and Counseling Resource page 
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Peter Cartwright: 
Methodism and the New Frontier

BY ANDREW BLACK

Over the course of his illustrious 
ministerial career, Peter Cartwright 
served The Methodist Episcopal 
Church in what was then western 
frontier of Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Indiana, Ohio, and eventually Illinois. 

Although well-known during his lifetime, his fame 
became widespread only after his Autobiography 
was published in 1856. The candid firsthand 
account discloses events of Cartwright’s life in 
ministry and provides readers with a unique 
lens with which to examine the events of the 
Second Great Awakening in the frontier coun-
try, revealing the social aspects of revivalism 
and the practice of evangelism among early 
Methodist circuit riders. More than a man, 
Peter Cartwright embodied the archetype of the 
Methodist circuit rider which came to define 
much of the American Methodist ethos during 
the early 19th century.

As a product of 19th century evangelism, Cart-
wright perhaps unsurprisingly became a master 
of the art. Having been 
brought under conviction 
by the preaching of a cer-
tain James McGready and 
exhorted into his conver-
sion by his own mother, 
Cartwright was a product 
of the very practice that he 
would ply as his personal 
trade for the next half-cen-
tury (Bray, 2005, p. 26).

Cartwright would employ many of the same 
methods which affected his own conversion in 
his preaching to fill the mourner’s bench at sub-
sequent revivals throughout his career. Much of 
Cartwright’s success, however, is due in large part to 
the ingenious polity and structure of The Method-
ist Episcopal circuit system, which allowed the 
denomination to flourish in the midst of westward 
expansion. Through the experience of Peter Cart-
wright, one sees the key elements which ultimately 
determined the success of the Methodist circuit 
rider: the centralization of Methodist polity, the 
cultural compatibility of Arminian theology, and 
the social backdrop of revivalism. These elements 
together combined to make The Methodist Episco-
pal Church the frontier’s most influential denomi-
nation.

Centralization of Methodist polity
It is important to note that Methodism was not 

the only denominational presence active on the 
western frontier. Far from it, Cartwright reports 
in his autobiography the existence of Baptists, 
Shakers, and Presbyterians, just in Logan County, 
Ky. However, what set The Methodist Episcopal 
Church apart from other denominations was its 
distinct episcopal system. The episcopacy sup-

plied the denomination with a built-in hierarchical 
structure which allowed Bishop Francis Asbury to 
dictate where his circuit riders would minister and 
to whom, a role that revealed Asbury’s administra-
tive ingenuity (Hatch, 189, p. 89). The centralized 
political structure of American Methodism gave 
Asbury the ability to strategically plan his circuits 
around areas of growth and the annual reporting 
of his circuit riders at annual conference provided 

the data necessary to make such 
calculations. (Steickland, 2014, 
loc. 1045).

In spite of its success—or 
perhaps because of it—the 
episcopal system incurred a 
great deal of criticism from its 
rivals. Methodism’s episcopal 
polity was frequently deroga-
torily compared to the papacy 
in Rome and Asbury, in similar 

fashion, to the pope (Hatch, 1989, p.86). Opponents 
wondered aloud if the Methodists were truly in 
accord with the system of democracy at all, given 
a political structure that appeared monarchist and 
authoritarian (Hatch, 1989, p. 85). 

Those suspicious of British-born Methodism 
feared that the denomination was merely a sub-
versive way for England to 
threaten the newly-established 
republic in its infancy, perhaps 
with the long-term objec-
tive of reclaiming the United 
States for the English crown. 
Instead,  American Methodism 
would develop its own ecclesial 
identity independent of British 
Methodism.

In the midst of such criti-
cism, the centralization of the 
episcopacy provided the stabil-
ity necessary to coordinate 
circuit riders on the frontier, yet 
enabled itinerants to operate 
with a great deal of autonomy 
within those circuits. Principle 
to the success of the circuits 
was the preacher’s ability to 
foster expansion through the 
establishment of new societies. 
Cartwright details with enthusi-
asm several occasions in which 
he was able to create new ap-
pointments within the circuits 
he served. These appointments 
were often in rural locations 
in regions where no worship-
ping congregation existed of 
any kind (Steickland, 2014, loc. 
1753). Cartwright and others 
therefore became skilled op-
portunists, incorporating new 

hubs into existing circuits which enabled stabi-
lized growth of The Methodist Episcopal Church 
throughout the frontier.

The centralization of The Methodist Episcopal 
Church, therefore, served as both a denominational 
rudder and a catalyst for growth which enabled the 
denomination to move west, growing alongside the 
budding nation.

Cultural compatibility to Arminian theology
The Methodist circuit riders also flourished 

during the Second Great Awakening because 
of Methodism’s distinct theological orientation, 
especially with regard to its soteriology. Whereas 
the top-down structure of American Methodist 
polity appeared incompatible with the democratic 
landscape of the new republic, the characteristically 
responsive nature of Arminian soteriology was an 
ideal fit for the American ethos of self-determin-
ism.

Cartwright gained a great deal of traction in 
evangelizing his audience with a gospel message 
that demanded human agency (Steickland, 2014, 
loc. 538). Unlike the Calvinist doctrine of irresist-
ible grace preached by the Baptists and Presbyte-
rians, Cartwright’s success in the pulpit stemmed 
from a message that was response-able.
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Methodism constituted the via media 
between the two extremes of universal-
ism and unconditional election. Whereas 
either of these two extremes completely 
negates the element of human agency, 
the Wesleyan doctrine of free grace 
represents a salvation that necessitates 
human action. Although salvation begins 
with an invitation from God, it is af-
fected in the acceptance of the justified.

Cartwright became the instrument 
for many such conversions. His powerful 
preaching, mixed with his ability to stir 
human emotion brought many people 
under conviction. While making his 
rounds on his circuits or while preach-
ing at revivals, Cartwright would often 
work in tandem with another preacher. 
While one was preaching from the pul-
pit, the other stood among the gathered 
assembly, serving in the role of exhorter 
(Steickland, 2004, loc. 1681-1682). The 
exhorter would implore those gathered 
to awaken to the reality of their own 
sinfulness and the seek God’s forgive-
ness through profession of faith in Jesus 
Christ, both reflecting and amplifying 
the message from the pulpit. This proved 
a highly effective method of evangelism 
chiefly because it provided individuals 
the opportunity to take ownership of 
their salvation.

Such a response-oriented soteriology also pro-
vided a strategic platform from which the circuit 
rider could funnel new converts into a Methodist 
society, thereby guarding against proselytizing and 
securing new members for The Methodist Epis-
copal Church. Yet the process of holiness was not 
completed in justification. For Methodists, conver-
sion was not the end of a journey, but the begin-
ning of God’s work in the convert which would 
result in sanctification.

For Cartwright, however, the goal of sanctifica-
tion was the means to fulfilling a social agenda. 
As Methodism’s influence grew throughout the 
western frontier in the nineteenth century, sanc-
tification became yoked with membership in The 
Methodist Episcopal Church to the extent that the 
denomination became recognized as the vehicle 
for achieving holiness of heart and life. Over time, 
membership in the denomination actually became 
grafted into the ordo salutis as a necessary measure 
in the attainment of full salvation (Teasdale, 2014).

Sanctification, for Cartwright, constituted the 
solution to the question of slavery in America. 
Cartwright, serving circuits in a number of slave-
holding states, viewed slavery as a moral evil; an 
embarrassing stain upon the fabric of Methodism 
(Steickland, 2014, loc. 2836-5837). Early in his 
career, Cartwright believed that an experience of 
sanctification could heal the regional divisions be-
tween northern and southern Methodism (Teas-
dale, 2014). By leading a slave-owner into such 
an experience, Cartwright hoped that, one-by-
one, slavery would be dispensed of without the 
imposition of the radical dogma of abolitionism, 
which Cartwright vocally opposed as working 
against the mission of the church (Steickland, 
2014, loc. 5791-5792). By 1823, seeing that 
the voice of abolitionism had engrained itself 
too deeply in the work of southern agitation, 
Cartwright removed his family to Illinois that 
he might wash his hands of the enterprise 
altogether (Steickland, 2014, loc. 3382-3383).

Although The Methodist Episcopal Church 
would separate over the issue of slavery and, more 
specifically, over a particular slave-holding bishop 
in 1844, the unique soteriology of American 
Methodism was successful due in large part to its 
compatibility with the values of autonomy and self-
governance held by the frontier populations.

Social backdrop of revivalism
American Methodism thrived on the western 

frontier because of its appeal to the cultural para-
digm of revivalism. In contrast to the highly liturgi-
cal patterns of worship popular in in the east, the 
Methodist circuit riders embraced a more pragmatic 
pattern of worship, which enabled them to preach 
to audiences in virtually any place at any given time. 
This became especially useful with the advent of the 
camp meeting.

Cartwright was himself converted at the Cane 
Ridge Revival in 1801, popularly recognized as the 
first camp meeting of its kind in the United States 
(Frost, 1998, p. 430). Camp meetings served as 
regional gatherings with upwards of ten thousand 
in attendance and became a major feature of the 
Second Great Awakening. 

These revivalist gatherings were often ecumeni-
cal in nature, featuring Methodist as well as Baptist 
and Presbyterian preachers at a single event. This 
arrangement was largely one of necessity, as many 
camp meetings took place in areas where there was 
no regular worship community. Thus, the gathered 
crowds were often ripe to receive the gospel message 
regardless of the specific doctrines of the preachers 
(Bray, 2005, p. 30).

Hymn-singing, prayer, and preaching became 
the foundation of revivalism, ensuring that the 
worship services remained accessible to all people 
while also providing a social element to the gather-
ing. Services and sermons were often rambunctious, 
filled with shouting and a number of involuntary 
bodily exercises from amidst the assembly (Stei-
ckland, 2014, loc. 749). The low-church liturgical 
arrangement thus fostered a participatory environ-

ment in which the congregation also possessed an 
active role.

Such an environment suited Cartwright and the 
Methodist circuit riders quite well, as many of the 
appointments along their circuits were not estab-
lished church communities (Steickland, 2014, loc. 
1712). Much of their preaching had already been 
designed to accommodate worshippers who, due 
to geographical isolation, had little or no previous 
engagement in worship. Circuit riders were adept 
at tailoring their messages to the situations and the 
needs of their hearers. The camp meeting simply 
provided a convenient, centralized environment 
for the circuit riders to work their craft, thereby 
enabling them to expand the membership of The 
Methodist Episcopal Church by leaps and bounds.

The Second Great Awakening represented 
a crucible of emerging religious consciousness 
throughout American society. As the nation 
expanded westward in the enterprising spirit of 
manifest destiny, the character of the nation began 
to transform. In a new environment away from the 
centers of national power in the east, pioneers on 
the frontier began to construct their own religious 
identity unique to the wild and untamed setting 
they occupied. At the same time, Peter Cartwright 
and the Methodist circuit riders were instrumental 
in helping give shape to that vision, themselves 
providing the fuel for the revival flames that would 
set the entire western frontier ablaze.

The modern clergy which comprise The United 
Methodist Church in the United States are a far cry 
from the rough and rugged frontier preachers of 
ages past. And yet much of the polity and doctrine 
which guided their efforts remain embedded in the 
DNA of our shared Wesleyan heritage. Much of our 
growth as a denomination and our expansion into 
a truly global ministry is due to the success of their 
grassroots evangelization efforts centuries ago. And 
while circuits are a system of the past, the circuit 
rider persists as an enduring symbol of Methodism 
in America. Although the days of the circuit rider 
are long over, the same flame which spurred their 
mission and ministry is still flickering in a denomi-
nation that continues to struggle with its own sense 
of identity in the present age.
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General Conference NEWS

Technology will bridge languages at 2016 General Conference
BY GREG NELSON

PORTLAND, Ore. (UMNS) – When the United 
Methodist General Conference meets in Portland, 
Oregon, in 2016, the planning committee wants to 
ensure that language differences are dealt with as fairly 
as possible.

That means providing simultaneous translation in 
eight languages for the delegates, bishops, staff, official 
observers, reserve delegates and guests to the plenary 
sessions at the church’s top lawmaking assembly. In 
past conferences, English-speaking delegates have not 
used headsets for translations. Also, translations done 
over the public-address system slowed the sessions.

Providing infrared headsets for the 1,200 del-
egates, bishops and official participants won’t be too 
much of a change for staff from the United Methodist 
Board of Global Ministries and translations systems 
contractor Frank Ferrer. But providing interpretation 
for as many as 3,000 guests presents a larger challenge.

Ferrer went searching for a solution when he real-
ized that renting equipment would be prohibitively 
expensive – not to mention the high risk of loss from 
unreturned receivers and headsets. The option he 
found uses smart device technology.

Ferrer demonstrated to the Commission on Gen-
eral Conference a “Bring Your Own Device” system 
that allows the use of a smart-phone app in connec-
tion with a dedicated wireless network to stream 
audio. Originally designed to allow patrons in sports 
bars to hear their favorite television channel, it can be 
used to access any of the eight translation languages 
provided at General Conference.

Testing technology
The commission then tested the technology dur-

ing their meeting in Portland. It will be tested again 
during the Council of Bishops meeting in Berlin, May 
1-7, and a final decision about using this, or other 
emerging technology, will be made by interpretation 
staff and the General Conference business manager, 
Sara Hotchkiss.

Initial testing shows the system will work with 
most portable smart devices. Those that use the Apple 
iOS have worked well in initial testing. Android OS 
devices can also access the app, but not all versions are 
compatible. Ferrer reports that Microsoft phones and 
Surface tablets do not support the app at this time.

Battery life may be the other challenge. When 
smart phones are accessing Wi-Fi, Bluetooth and 
cellular networks simultaneously, battery life can be 
compromised. Ferrer reports times as low as three 
hours for an iPhone, but iPads and iPod touch can run 
for 10 hours.

“Our hope is that people will download this ap-
plication before coming to the conference, and then 
when they need the service, it will be right there on 
the device they have with them,” he says. “It won’t 
be the perfect solution for everyone, so we will still 
need a few receivers to loan out, but this will provide 
a high-quality audio solution for most of the people 
attending.”

He’s also planning to have low-cost ear phones to 
sell on-site for those who need them.

Nelson is the director of communications in the Oregon-
Idaho Conference.

Volunteer marshals are needed for 
General Conference
NASHVILLE, Tenn. –  Volunteers can apply online to serve as marshals or 
pages during The United Methodist Church’s 2016 General Conference. The 
denomination’s top legislative assembly will meet in Portland, Oregon, May 
10-20, 2016.

Approximately 150 volunteers are needed to serve as marshals and pages 
during General Conference. Preference will be given to applicants who can 
serve throughout the entire conference.

Marshals are responsible for assisting visitors and special guests in the visi-
tor and reserved seating galleries, checking credentials to make sure that 
only authorized persons are admitted to the bar of the conference or that of 
legislative committees, and other duties as assigned.

Pages assist delegates, secretarial staff, bishops, members of the Judicial 
Council and official visitors. They distribute approved materials and deliver 
printed information.

Volunteers are responsible for their own travel and expenses. Those inter-
ested should submit an online application at https://www.signup4.net/
Public/ap.aspx?OID=130&EID=201630E before the July 31 deadline. If 
you have additional questions, contact Dick Hooton at revshoot@gmail.
com.

Volunteers needed for General 
Conference
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Volunteers are needed for a variety of roles during 
the 2016 General Conference, The United Methodist Church’s top legislative 
assembly, which will meet in Portland, Oregon from May 10-20, 2016.

At this time, volunteers are needed for the following positions: 28 recorders, 
10 channel “B” identifiers and 20 verbatim transcribers/copy editors.

Recorders will serve as members of the staff of the secretary of the General 
Conference and work in direct support of their assigned legislative com-
mittee. Recorders are responsible for entering data such as the time, date, 
and results of committee votes, as well as making changes to pre-entered 
petition text to reflect the amendments approved by the committee. This 
information is prepared for the recorder by the legislative committee secre-
tary who manually tracks this information as it happens. The recorder is not 
responsible for taking minutes or tracking the discussion of the legislative 
committee.

Channel “B” identifiers will serve as members of the staff of the editor of 
the Daily Christian Advocate (DCA), the official record of the activity of the 
General Conference. Channel “B” identifiers will follow action of the plenary, 
repeating delegates’ names, annual conferences and vote tallies into a 
microphone.

Verbatim transcribers/copy editors also serve as members of the staff of the 
editor of the DCA. They are responsible for using Microsoft Word to enter 
data. They will listen to audio files and transcribe the recordings.

All volunteers are responsible for their own travel and expenses. 
Those interested can apply at https://www.signup4.net/public/
ap.aspx?EID=201631E&OID=130 through July 1.

Petitions now being accepted
Petitions to General Conference may be submitted online or by email 
between now and Oct. 13, 2015.

Submission requirements for petitions may be downloaded at: http://
s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/general-conference/2016/
documents/2016-petition-submission-instructions-english.pdf 

The online petition form is at: http://www.umc.org/contact/2016-
general-conference-petition

Petitions without digital media (on a CD or USB drive) must still be typed, 
double-spaced, and be submitted by July 1, 2015, to allow time for tran-
scription. Handwritten or hand-printed submissions will not be accepted.

All other correspondence, including questions about the petition process 
or about the status of particular petitions may be sent to petitionsques-
tions@umpublishing.org.

General Conference Sites 
Chosen for 2024 and 2028
Legislative Body to meet in Philippines and Zimbabwe

PORTLAND, Oreg. – Meeting in Portland, 
Oregon the week of April 27 for their final meeting 
before General Conference 2016, the Commission on 
the General Conference voted to take the quadrennial 
legislative gathering out of the U.S. for the first time in 
2024 – and again in 2028.

Manila, Philippines was chosen as the site for the 
2024 General Conference. The Commission also voted 
to hold the 2028 conference in Harare, Zimbabwe.

Judi Kenaston, chairperson of the Commission on 
the General Conference, said that the Commission 
has been considering holding the assembly outside 
the U.S. for some time. Bishop Rodolfo Alfonso Juan 
of the Manila Episcopal Area and Bishop Eben K. 
Nhiwatiwa of the Zimbabwe Episcopal Area both ex-
tended invitations for the General Conference to meet 
in their respective areas, an important consideration 
in choosing those areas. 

"The Commission wanted to set these locations 
now to allow plenty of time for all involved to make 
the necessary preparations," said Kenaston.

“Meeting outside the U.S. is an important state-
ment to say that we're a worldwide denomination,” 
said Sara Hotchkiss, business manager of the General 
Conference. “The enthusiasm and hospitality in the 
two host countries has been remarkable.”

The meeting is expected to cost more than the 
2016 General Conference, but pricing is not available 
at this early date. Hotchkiss said there are two conven-
tion centers in Manila to be considered and that the 
University of Zimbabwe would be a potential location 
in Harare, but it is too soon to make any definite deci-
sions.

The Commission also took steps to help delegates 
from outside the U.S. participate more fully in the 
2016 General Conference. They voted to provide tab-
lets to Central Conference delegates so they would be 
able to receive documents electronically.

"We want to utilize technology to improve com-

munication and provide opportunities for discussion 
for non-U.S. delegates ahead of time," said the Rev. 
Gere Reist, secretary of the General Conference. "It 
will enable us to ensure delivery of the Advance Edi-
tion Daily Christian Advocate to delegates who have 
the tablets in a more timely way ... they could get the 
information at the same time as delegates in the U.S. 
and participate more fully."

Reist said the General Conference had specifically 
charged the Commission to look at "greater use of 
technology before General Conference to inform our 
debate, let dialogue between delegates begin before 
arriving at the session and to prioritize petitions."

The staff at United Methodist Communications 
evaluated a variety of tablets to see which would work 
best, looking at pricing, ease of use, size, weight, bat-
tery life and durability in harsh environments, and 
chose the Samsung Galaxy Tab 4.

Sherri Thiel, interim General Secretary of United 
Methodist Communications, said her agency would 
distribute the tablets beginning in October and would 
also be responsible for training delegates how to use 
the tablets and coordinating help-desk support during 
the 10-day event. 

"It's an exciting opportunity," said Thiel. "This is 
just one of the ways that technology is transform-
ing the way the church communicates. We want the 
delegates to have the tablets in advance so they will be 
able to get familiar with the technology."

She said the tablets would also include an elec-
tronic version of the Bible and the United Methodist 
Book of Discipline.

"We think this is a good opportunity to see how 
the tablets work to test whether they might move 
toward going to an electronic state for all delegates in 
2020," said Hotchkiss. “We’d love to avoid the bulk of 
the paper and lessen our environmental impact.”
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United Methodists contribute $9.6 million 
to Global Fund for elimination of malaria

BY CRYSTAL CAVINESS

WASHINGTON (UMNS) – Bishop Thomas J. Bick-
erton has presented a check for $9.6 million from the 
people of The United Methodist Church to the Global 
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. The gift 
to the Geneva-based organization is the single largest 
contribution ever made by a faith-based group, fund of-
ficials said.

Bickerton presented the check from the denomina-
tion’s Imagine No Malaria initiative to Dr. Mark Dybul, 
executive director of the Geneva-based Global Fund, in 
a ceremony at the Capitol Visitors Center that was at-
tended by lawmakers, United Methodists and members 
of secular and global groups. The presentation was one 
of a number of global events held to mark World Malaria 
Day, April 25.

“As I stand here, representing Imagine No Malaria 
and the people of The United Methodist Church, I rec-
ognize that we are partners with a wide variety of secular 
and global organizations — many who are in the room 
with us today — whose goal, like our own, is to eliminate 
malaria deaths and move people to a healthier possibil-
ity for their lives,” said Bickerton, who chairs the United 
Methodist Global Health Initiative and leads the denomi-
nation's Pittsburgh Area.

“There is not one organization that will get rid of 
malaria. We will do this together. This is a cause worth 
fighting for,” he said.

The contribution makes The United Methodist 
Church one of the most significant non-government con-
tributors to the Global Fund. The money will be used to 
purchase and distribute insecticide-treated bed nets and 
other tools to control malaria in Angola, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Liberia, Mozambique, 
Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Uganda and Zimbabwe.

Dybul and Rear Adm. Timothy Ziemer of the Presi-
dent's Malaria Initiative recognized the people of The 
United Methodist Church for their commitment to the 
fight against malaria.

"We thank The United Methodist Church for their 
gift, but we really thank them for what they are doing on 
the ground. That’s how we will eliminate malaria," Dybul 
said.

Ziemer echoed Dybul’s comments.
“This event is a capstone event for celebrating and 

renewing our commitment for what we are all about,” 
Ziemer said, adding that faith-based organizations bring 
an important level of relationships to the fight against 
malaria.

“Being faith-based is much more than about the 
infrastructure of an organization,” Ziemer said. “You rep-

resent the hearts, minds and influence of the communi-
ties and in changing their behavior. To make sure people 
in these communities hang up the mosquito net and keep 
it up takes influence, and that’s what the faith-based com-
munity does. The notion of hope and working together is 
what the faith-based organization is all about.”
Fight must continue

U.S. Sen. Chris Coons (D-Delaware), who also spoke 
at the event, pointed out that the fight to prevent malaria 
deaths must continue.

“As we approach World Malaria Day, we are reminded 
of the incredible successes we’ve had in recent years, but 
we’re also reminded of how much work still lies ahead,” 
said Coons, co-chair of the Senate Caucus on Malaria 
and Neglected Tropical Diseases. 

“Last year alone, we saw nearly 200 million cases of 
malaria around the world that led to more than 580,000 
deaths. Most of those deaths were children under 5 years 
old, and 90 percent of them struck in Africa. These are 
sobering statistics, but we know that this terrible disease 
is both preventable and treatable. That’s why we have 
to continue investing in our fight against malaria at the 
federal level and in cooperation with our incredible 
partners.  Together, we can rid the world of this disease,” 
Coons said.

In 2010, the Global Fund and The United Method-
ist Church joined forces in the fight against malaria. 
The core of this partnership is the Imagine No Malaria 
campaign, which focuses on  empowering the people of 
Africa to improve health infrastructure and achieve a 
sustainable victory over malaria. The partnership takes 
advantage of the denomination’s network of hospitals and 
clinics in Africa and the commitment of United Meth-
odists, along with the scope and resources of the Global 
Fund, to accomplish more than either could alone.

The April 22 event was organized and hosted by 
Friends of the Global Fight Against AIDS, Tuberculo-
sis and Malaria, a Washington, D.C.,-based advocacy 
organization dedicated to sustaining and expanding U.S. 
support for the Global Fund.

The United Methodist Church has pledged up to $28 
million to help those at-risk enjoy malaria-free lives, 
and has raised $18.1 million for the Global Fund to date.  
Imagine No Malaria is near its goal of raising $75 million 
for the battle against malaria.

To commemorate World Malaria Day, United Meth-
odists have organized events to raise Imagine No Malaria 
funds with the theme of #BringChange.

Caviness is a public relations specialist for United Method-
ist Communications. 

Global NEWSthe curren 

Photo by Jay Mallin, UMNS 
Bishop Thomas Bickerton (center) and the Rev. Gary Henderson (right) present Dr. Mark Dybul, executive director of the Global Fund, with a gift for $9.6 million from 
Imagine No Malaria, an initiative of the people of The United Methodist Church. 

UMCOR responds to Nepal earthquake
NEW YORK – The General Board of Global Ministries of 
The United Methodist Church, through its disaster-relief 
arm and in conjunction with longtime local and inter-
national partners and Nepal-based Global Ministries 
missionaries, is responding to the devastating earthquake 
that rocked Nepal April 25.

On April 27, The United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR), Global Ministries’ relief and development unit, 
approved a grant of $90,000 for international partner 
GlobalMedic to bring sorely needed clean water to survi-
vors through provision of household and public water-
filtration units.

UMCOR also is in conversation with United Mission to 
Nepal (UMN), a partner in community-based health and 
education projects in Nepal for more than 60 years.

“Global Ministries has been in mission with the people of 
Nepal a long time, and that is a great grace in this time of 
need,” said Thomas Kemper, who heads the organization.  
“Our long-established and current work in the communi-
ties, especially through UMN, spurs our response.”

That response is assisted further by the fact that UMN had 
the foresight to assign one of its officers to participate 
in UMCOR’s most recent regional disaster readiness and 
response training, which was just held in the Philippines 
in February.

Rev. J. Denise Honeycutt, who leads UMCOR, pointed out 
that the regional trainings “fortify our partners’ capacity 
to respond quickly and efficiently to crises. The technical 
training UMN received helps UMCOR connect with UMN 
to respond to the most vulnerable people impacted by 
this earthquake.”

All Global Ministries missionaries accounted for

Casualties and the full extent of the damage caused by 
the quake, which struck at 11:41 a.m. local time, are still 
being determined. At least 3,700 people are known to 
have died and 6,500 were injured, according to news re-
ports, but search and rescue operations continue. Count-
less people are homeless.

All five Global Ministries missionaries serving in Nepal, 
and their families, have reported that they are safe. Dr. Les-
ter Dornon and his wife Debbie were in the United States 
on missionary itineration (see related article elsewhere in 
this issue). Dr. Mark Zimmerman, his wife Deirdre and their 
children, and Katherine Parker were all in-country, but 
unharmed in the event.

Mark Zimmerman, who serves with the Nick Simons Insti-
tute (NSI), which trains and supports skilled rural health-
care workers, wrote in an email that aftershocks have 
continued, electric power has been cut and few shops are 
open. “All of us in Nepal thank you for your thoughts and 
prayers over the coming days and weeks,” he wrote.

Parker reported that she was traveling with a group from 
UMN in Pokhara, and was away from her home in the 
capital when the quake struck. “Reports from friends back 
in Kathmandu are that tension levels are high with the 
20 plus aftershocks, many of which have been 5/6+,” she 
wrote in an email.

How You Can Help

As events and needs continue to unfold in Nepal in the 
aftermath of the earthquake, you can help.

•  Pray for all who have been impacted by this emer-
gency: for the people of Nepal, for Global Ministries 
and UMCOR partners at work on the ground there, 
and for Global Ministries’ five missionaries and their 
families assigned to serve there.

•  Do not self-deploy to the disaster area. The situation 
in Nepal remains one of search and rescue and not a 
time for volunteers.

•  Give to UMCOR International Disaster Response, 
Advance #982450. Your gifts to UMCOR Internation-
al Disaster Response make it possible for UMCOR to 
respond quickly to emergency situations through our 
local and international partners.

•  Stay informed. Visit www.umcor.org and www.um-
cmission.org for updates and developments regard-
ing Global Ministries’ and UMCOR’s response to and 
accompaniment of survivors.
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District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

CACHE RIVER DISTRICT 
Anna UMC  $2,721  25.00%  $1,593  25.00%  $4,314  25.00%
Belknap UMC  $312  25.00%  $183  25.00%  $495  25.00%
West Eden UMC  $252  25.00%  $147  25.00%  $399  25.00%
Benton First UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Big Prairie UMC  $213  25.00%  $126  25.00%  $339  25.00%
Maunie UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Concord UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Cache Chapel UMC  $510  25.00%  $300  25.00%  $810  25.00%
Cairo Tigert Memorial UMC  $846  25.00%  $165  8.33%  $1,011  19.00%
Mounds UMC  $417  25.00%  $243  25.00%  $660  25.00%
Carbondale First UMC  $13,545  25.00%  $7,935  25.00%  $21,480  25.00%
Carbondale Grace UMC  $4,449  25.00%  $2,607  25.00%  $7,056  25.00%
Carmi Emmanuel UMC  $2,094  16.67%  $1,228  16.67%  $3,322  16.67%
Carmi First UMC  $3,921  25.00%  $2,298  25.00%  $6,219  25.00%
Carrier Mills UMC  $1,920  16.67%  $1,124  16.67%  $3,044  16.67%
Carterville UMC  $4,146  25.00%  $2,430  25.00%  $6,576  25.00%
Cedar Grove UMC  $1,218  25.00%  $714  25.00%  $1,932  25.00%
Pittsburg UMC  $147  25.00%  $87  25.00%  $234  25.00%
Cypress UMC  $435  25.00%  $255  25.00%  $690  25.00%
Center UMC  $159  25.00%  $93  25.00%  $252  25.00%
Luther's Chapel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Colp UMC  $465  25.00%  $273  25.00%  $738  25.00%
Crab Orchard UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Cross Road UMC  $1,040  16.67%  $610  16.67%  $1,650  16.67%
Crossville UMC  $998  16.67%  $584  16.67%  $1,582  16.67%
McHenry UMC  $1,026  25.00%  $600  25.00%  $1,626  25.00%
Dahlgren UMC  $432  25.00%  $252  25.00%  $684  25.00%
Macedonia UMC  $303  25.00%  $177  25.00%  $480  25.00%
Dale UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Webb's Chapel UMC  $198  25.00%  $114  25.00%  $312  25.00%
DeSoto UMC  $678  25.00%  $399  25.00%  $1,077  25.00%
Vergennes Wesley UMC  $492  25.00%  $288  25.00%  $780  25.00%
Hallidayboro UMC  $339  25.00%  $198  25.00%  $537  25.00%
DuQuoin UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Eldorado UMC  $932  8.22%  $551  8.29%  $1,483  8.24%
Raleigh UMC  $369  25.00%  $216  25.00%  $585  25.00%
Elkville UMC  $402  25.00%  $234  25.00%  $636  25.00%
Enfield UMC  $747  25.00%  $438  25.00%  $1,185  25.00%
Wesley Chapel UMC  $519  25.00%  $306  25.00%  $825  25.00%
Equality UMC  $606  25.00%  $354  25.00%  $960  25.00%
Wesley Chapel UMC  $489  25.00%  $288  25.00%  $777  25.00%
Ridgway UMC  $213  25.00%  $126  25.00%  $339  25.00%
Fountain UMC  $435  25.00%  $255  25.00%  $690  25.00%
Galatia UMC  $468  25.00%  $273  25.00%  $741  25.00%
Glendale UMC  $1,152  25.00%  $675  25.00%  $1,827  25.00%
Eddyville UMC  $516  25.00%  $303  25.00%  $819  25.00%
Golconda UMC  $1,131  25.00%  $663  25.00%  $1,794  25.00%
Cave In Rock UMC  $414  25.00%  $243  25.00%  $657  25.00%
Goreville UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Creal Springs UMC  $921  25.00%  $540  25.00%  $1,461  25.00%
Grand Tower UMC  $390  25.00%  $228  25.00%  $618  25.00%
Wolf Lake UMC  $408  25.00%  $240  25.00%  $648  25.00%
Ware UMC  $351  25.00%  $207  25.00%  $558  25.00%
West Frankfort Antioch UMC  $705  25.00%  $414  25.00%  $1,119  25.00%
West Frankfort Central UMC  $423  25.00%  $249  25.00%  $672  25.00%
West Frankfort First UMC  $459  25.00%  $270  25.00%  $729  25.00%
Greenwood UMC  $795  25.00%  $465  25.00%  $1,260  25.00%
Harrisburg First UMC  $5,169  25.00%  $3,027  25.00%  $8,196  25.00%
Herrin UMC  $567  4.11%  $333  4.12%  $900  4.12%
Energy UMC  $633  25.00%  $372  25.00%  $1,005  25.00%
Johnston City UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Stiritz UMC  $753  25.00%  $441  25.00%  $1,194  25.00%
Jonesboro UMC  $534  25.00%  $312  25.00%  $846  25.00%
Walnut Grove UMC  $462  25.00%  $270  25.00%  $732  25.00%
Joppa UMC  $172  8.33%  $101  8.33%  $273  8.33%
Oak Grove UMC  $387  25.00%  $228  25.00%  $615  25.00%
Karnak UMC  $1,497  25.00%  $879  25.00%  $2,376  25.00%
Powers UMC  $756  25.00%  $441  25.00%  $1,197  25.00%
Marion Aldersgate UMC  $15,219  25.00%  $8,916  25.00%  $24,135  25.00%
Marion First UMC  $3,476  16.67%  $2,036  16.67%  $5,512  16.67%
McLeansboro First UMC  $2,232  16.67%  $1,308  16.67%  $3,540  16.67%
Metropolis UMC  $-    0.00%  $1,084  5.89%  $1,084  2.17%
Mount Moriah UMC  $366  25.00%  $213  25.00%  $579  25.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $206  16.67%  $120  16.67%  $326  16.67%
Murphysboro UMC  $7,152  25.00%  $4,188  25.00%  $11,340  25.00%
New Burnside UMC  $441  25.00%  $258  25.00%  $699  25.00%
Taylor UMC  $504  25.00%  $294  25.00%  $798  25.00%
Norris City UMC  $2,286  25.00%  $1,338  25.00%  $3,624  25.00%
Shiloh UMC  $393  25.00%  $231  25.00%  $624  25.00%
Ohio Chapel UMC  $379  12.06%  $223  12.05%  $602  12.06%
Olive Branch UMC  $489  25.00%  $288  25.00%  $777  25.00%
Olmsted UMC  $456  25.00%  $267  25.00%  $723  25.00%
Pinckneyville UMC  $2,874  16.67%  $1,684  16.67%  $4,558  16.67%
Rosiclare UMC  $654  25.00%  $384  25.00%  $1,038  25.00%
Sesser UMC  $1,917  25.00%  $1,122  25.00%  $3,039  25.00%
Valier UMC  $564  25.00%  $330  25.00%  $894  25.00%
Shawneetown Emmanuel UMC  $633  25.00%  $369  25.00%  $1,002  25.00%
Sunfield UMC  $2,418  25.00%  $1,416  25.00%  $3,834  25.00%
Tamms UMC  $654  25.00%  $381  25.00%  $1,035  25.00%
Tate's Chapel UMC  $711  25.00%  $417  25.00%  $1,128  25.00%
Broughton UMC  $756  100.00%  $444  100.00%  $1,200  100.00%
Vergennes Faith UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Vienna UMC  $3,897  25.00%  $2,283  25.00%  $6,180  25.00%
West Frankfort Trinity UMC  $5,556  25.00%  $3,255  25.00%  $8,811  25.00%
Zeigler UMC  $597  25.00%  $351  25.00%  $948  25.00%
Royalton UMC  $414  25.00%  $243  25.00%  $657  25.00%
Zion UMC  $448  16.67%  $262  16.67%  $710  16.67%
 
Cache River District Totals  $122,743  19.36%  $72,670  19.56%  $195,413  19.43%

EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT 
Asbury UMC  $219  25.00%  $129  25.00%  $348  25.00%
Dexter UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Funkhouser UMC  $165  25.00%  $96  25.00%  $261  25.00%
Salem UMC  $123  25.00%  $48  16.67%  $171  21.92%
Altamont First UMC  $1,576  16.67%  $924  16.67%  $2,500  16.67%
Beecher City UMC  $1,023  25.00%  $600  25.00%  $1,623  25.00%
Shumway UMC  $1,002  25.00%  $588  25.00%  $1,590  25.00%
Brownstown UMC  $573  25.00%  $336  25.00%  $909  25.00%
Emmanuel UMC  $390  25.00%  $228  25.00%  $618  25.00%
Casey UMC  $4,164  16.67%  $2,440  16.67%  $6,604  16.67%
Charleston Otterbein UMC  $1,290  16.67%  $756  16.67%  $2,046  16.67%
Charleston Wesley UMC  $6,514  16.67%  $3,816  16.67%  $10,330  16.67%
Chrisman UMC  $1,677  25.00%  $981  25.00%  $2,658  25.00%
Cowden UMC  $1,008  25.00%  $591  25.00%  $1,599  25.00%
Lakewood UMC  $885  25.00%  $519  25.00%  $1,404  25.00%
Dogwood Prairie UMC  $1,605  25.00%  $942  25.00%  $2,547  25.00%
Seed Chapel UMC  $840  25.00%  $492  25.00%  $1,332  25.00%
Effingham Centenary UMC  $8,559  25.00%  $5,013  25.00%  $13,572  25.00%
Falmouth UMC  $651  25.00%  $381  25.00%  $1,032  25.00%
Stewardson UMC  $1,158  25.00%  $678  25.00%  $1,836  25.00%
Mode UMC  $435  25.00%  $255  25.00%  $690  25.00%
Strasburg UMC  $3,732  100.00%  $2,184  100.00%  $5,916  100.00%
Washington UMC  $447  25.00%  $261  25.00%  $708  25.00%
Gaskill UMC  $282  25.00%  $165  25.00%  $447  25.00%
Flat Rock UMC  $1,155  25.00%  $678  25.00%  $1,833  25.00%
Greenup UMC  $738  25.00%  $432  25.00%  $1,170  25.00%
Cottonwood UMC  $345  25.00%  $204  25.00%  $549  25.00%
Harmon UMC  $236  16.67%  $138  16.67%  $374  16.67%
Harvest UMC  $660  25.00%  $387  25.00%  $1,047  25.00%
Humboldt UMC  $609  25.00%  $357  25.00%  $966  25.00%
Hume UMC  $576  25.00%  $336  25.00%  $912  25.00%
Kansas UMC  $1,428  25.00%  $837  25.00%  $2,265  25.00%
Kedron UMC  $456  25.00%  $267  25.00%  $723  25.00%
Kirk Chapel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Lerna UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Brick UMC  $273  25.00%  $159  25.00%  $432  25.00%
Marshall Asbury UMC  $252  28.76%  $172  33.33%  $424  30.45%
Marshall First UMC  $4,188  16.67%  $2,452  16.67%  $6,640  16.67%
Marshall Armstrong UMC  $2,385  25.00%  $1,398  25.00%  $3,783  25.00%
Marshall Emmanuel UMC  $654  25.00%  $384  25.00%  $1,038  25.00%
Zion UMC  $837  25.00%  $489  25.00%  $1,326  25.00%
Marshall Trinity UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Dunlap UMC  $441  25.00%  $258  25.00%  $699  25.00%
Patton UMC  $448  16.67%  $262  16.67%  $710  16.67%
Martinsville UMC  $1,035  25.00%  $606  25.00%  $1,641  25.00%
Mattoon First UMC  $3,236  8.33%  $1,896  8.33%  $5,132  8.33%
Coffeen UMC  $406  16.67%  $238  16.67%  $644  16.67%
Fillmore UMC  $447  25.00%  $261  25.00%  $708  25.00%
Hillsboro UMC  $1,710  16.67%  $1,002  16.67%  $2,712  16.67%
Irving UMC  $300  16.67%  $176  16.67%  $476  16.67%
Witt UMC  $849  25.00%  $498  25.00%  $1,347  25.00%
Montrose UMC  $309  25.00%  $180  25.00%  $489  25.00%
Neoga Grace UMC  $2,751  25.00%  $1,611  25.00%  $4,362  25.00%
Etna UMC  $381  25.00%  $222  25.00%  $603  25.00%
Newton Grace UMC  $918  8.33%  $538  8.33%  $1,456  8.33%
Nokomis UMC  $2,289  25.00%  $1,341  25.00%  $3,630  25.00%
Oakland UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Westfield UMC  $1,530  25.00%  $897  25.00%  $2,427  25.00%
Oak Ridge UMC  $276  25.00%  $162  25.00%  $438  25.00%
Oblong Central UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Oblong Evangelical UMC  $3,084  25.00%  $1,806  25.00%  $4,890  25.00%
Oliver UMC  $387  25.00%  $225  25.00%  $612  25.00%
Palestine First UMC  $85  2.00%  $50  2.00%  $135  2.00%
Palestine Grace UMC  $402  25.00%  $237  25.00%  $639  25.00%
Paris First UMC  $4,893  25.00%  $2,865  25.00%  $7,758  25.00%
Paris Otterbein UMC  $1,866  25.00%  $1,092  25.00%  $2,958  25.00%
Vermilion UMC  $544  16.67%  $318  16.67%  $862  16.67%
Pearl Chapel UMC  $687  25.00%  $402  25.00%  $1,089  25.00%
Pleasant Valley UMC  $216  25.00%  $126  25.00%  $342  25.00%
Robinson First UMC  $4,347  25.00%  $2,547  25.00%  $6,894  25.00%
Robinson Otterbein UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Hutsonville UMC  $705  25.00%  $414  25.00%  $1,119  25.00%
Fairview UMC  $1,032  100.00%  $600  100.00%  $1,632  100.00%
Trinity Chapel UMC  $510  25.00%  $297  25.00%  $807  25.00%
Saint Elmo First UMC  $1,212  25.00%  $708  25.00%  $1,920  25.00%
Salem UMC  $726  25.00%  $426  25.00%  $1,152  25.00%
Toledo UMC  $579  25.00%  $339  25.00%  $918  25.00%
Scottland UMC  $210  16.67%  $124  16.67%  $334  16.67%
Clay's Prairie UMC  $213  25.00%  $123  25.00%  $336  25.00%
Grandview UMC  $318  25.00%  $186  25.00%  $504  25.00%
Fourth Street UMC  $322  16.67%  $188  16.67%  $510  16.67%
Wesley Chapel UMC  $312  25.00%  $183  25.00%  $495  25.00%
Shelbyville First UMC  $4,599  25.00%  $2,694  25.00%  $7,293  25.00%
Sugar Grove UMC  $741  25.00%  $432  25.00%  $1,173  25.00%
Tower Hill UMC  $903  25.00%  $528  25.00%  $1,431  25.00%
Herrick UMC  $921  25.00%  $540  25.00%  $1,461  25.00%
Vandalia Haley Chapel UMC  $603  25.00%  $354  25.00%  $957  25.00%
Mount Carmel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Vandalia Luster Chapel UMC  $114  25.00%  $66  25.00%  $180  25.00%
Watson UMC  $1,020  25.00%  $597  25.00%  $1,617  25.00%
West Liberty UMC  $456  25.00%  $267  25.00%  $723  25.00%
Willow Hill UMC  $669  25.00%  $393  25.00%  $1,062  25.00%
Windsor UMC  $1,536  33.33%  $900  33.33%  $2,436  33.33%
Woodbury UMC  $411  25.00%  $240  25.00%  $651  25.00%
Zion UMC  $480  25.00%  $282  25.00%  $762  25.00%
Zion Hill UMC  $537  25.00%  $315  25.00%  $852  25.00%

Embarras River District Totals  $106,076  20.19%  $62,125  20.19%  $168,201  20.19%

District/Church CS/Adm
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CS/Adm
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B/CM
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B/CM
% Paid
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Paid

Total 
% Paid

*Churches reflecting contributions of 25% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.
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CONFERENCE Apportionment Receipts as of March 31, 2015*the curren 
*Churches reflecting contributions of 25% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.
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B/CM
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Paid
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ILLINOIS RIVER DISTRICT 
Bartonville UMC  $1,851  25.00%  $1,086  25.00%  $2,937  25.00%
Kingston Mines UMC  $612  25.00%  $357  25.00%  $969  25.00%
Blue Ridge UMC  $354  25.00%  $207  25.00%  $561  25.00%
Bradford Leet Memorial UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Boyd's Grove UMC  $681  25.00%  $399  25.00%  $1,080  25.00%
Brimfield UMC  $522  25.00%  $306  25.00%  $828  25.00%
Canton South Park UMC  $843  25.00%  $495  25.00%  $1,338  25.00%
Shields' Chapel UMC  $1,467  25.00%  $858  25.00%  $2,325  25.00%
Canton Wesley UMC  $7,930  16.67%  $4,646  16.67%  $12,576  16.67%
Chillicothe First UMC  $550  2.32%  $90  0.65%  $640  1.71%
Crossroads UMC  $21,831  25.00%  $12,789  25.00%  $34,620  25.00%
Cuba UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
London Mills UMC  $1,419  25.00%  $831  25.00%  $2,250  25.00%
Dayspring UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Deer Creek UMC  $402  25.00%  $234  25.00%  $636  25.00%
Delavan UMC  $3,474  25.00%  $2,034  25.00%  $5,508  25.00%
Dunlap Prospect UMC  $5,121  25.00%  $3,000  25.00%  $8,121  25.00%
East Peoria Faith UMC  $762  25.00%  $447  25.00%  $1,209  25.00%
East Peoria First UMC  $5,136  25.00%  $3,009  25.00%  $8,145  25.00%
Eureka UMC  $4,425  25.00%  $2,592  25.00%  $7,017  25.00%
Farmington UMC  $200  2.09%  $200  3.56%  $400  2.61%
Glasford UMC  $500  5.41%  $300  5.54%  $800  5.46%
Green Valley First UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Hopedale UMC  $1,146  25.00%  $672  25.00%  $1,818  25.00%
Hanna City UMC  $1,156  16.67%  $676  16.67%  $1,832  16.67%
Trivoli UMC  $1,404  25.00%  $822  25.00%  $2,226  25.00%
Henry UMC  $395  5.55%  $325  7.78%  $720  6.38%
Washburn UMC  $250  4.72%  $250  8.07%  $500  5.96%
Kewanee First UMC  $6,213  25.00%  $3,639  25.00%  $9,852  25.00%
Lacon Sparland UMC  $571  8.33%  $334  8.33%  $905  8.33%
Varna UMC  $1,182  25.00%  $693  25.00%  $1,875  25.00%
LaFayette UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
West Jersey UMC  $322  16.67%  $188  16.67%  $510  16.67%
Laura UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Monica UMC  $390  25.00%  $228  25.00%  $618  25.00%
Lewistown UMC  $2,982  25.00%  $1,746  25.00%  $4,728  25.00%
Mackinaw UMC  $3,008  16.67%  $1,762  16.67%  $4,770  16.67%
Manito UMC  $2,490  25.00%  $1,458  25.00%  $3,948  25.00%
Maples Mill UMC  $1,044  25.00%  $612  25.00%  $1,656  25.00%
Morton UMC  $13,263  25.00%  $7,770  25.00%  $21,033  25.00%
Mossville UMC  $2,662  16.67%  $1,560  16.67%  $4,222  16.67%
Mount Pleasant UMC  $444  25.00%  $261  25.00%  $705  25.00%
Norris UMC  $279  25.00%  $162  25.00%  $441  25.00%
Providence Chapel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Pekin First UMC  $9,222  23.08%  $5,403  23.08%  $14,624  23.08%
Pekin Grace UMC  $8,625  25.00%  $5,052  25.00%  $13,677  25.00%
Peoria Bethel UMC  $5,496  25.00%  $3,219  25.00%  $8,715  25.00%
Peoria Bradley Epworth UMC  $10,392  25.00%  $6,087  25.00%  $16,479  25.00%
Peoria First UMC  $24,132  25.00%  $14,136  25.00%  $38,268  25.00%
Peoria Forrest Hill UMC  $3,864  25.00%  $2,262  25.00%  $6,126  25.00%
Peoria Northwest UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Peoria University UMC  $7,203  25.00%  $4,221  25.00%  $11,424  25.00%
Princeville UMC  $4,140  25.00%  $2,424  25.00%  $6,564  25.00%
RiversEdge UMC  $1,914  16.67%  $1,122  16.67%  $3,036  16.67%
Saint David UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Bryant UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Sheffield UMC  $456  16.67%  $266  16.67%  $722  16.67%
Smithfield Brock UMC  $227  8.33%  $133  8.33%  $360  8.33%
Locust Lane UMC  $465  25.00%  $273  25.00%  $738  25.00%
Texas UMC  $186  25.00%  $108  25.00%  $294  25.00%
Tiskilwa Community Church UM/AB  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Toulon UMC  $1,956  16.67%  $1,146  16.67%  $3,102  16.67%
Tremont UMC  $4,114  16.67%  $2,410  16.67%  $6,524  16.67%
Washington Evangelical UMC  $4,941  25.00%  $2,895  25.00%  $7,836  25.00%
White Chapel UMC  $1,056  25.00%  $621  25.00%  $1,677  25.00%
Monterey UMC  $416  16.67%  $244  16.67%  $660  16.67%
Willow Hill UMC  $7,410  25.00%  $4,341  25.00%  $11,751  25.00%
Wyoming UMC  $150  2.56%  $150  4.37%  $300  3.23%
Neponset UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Zion Evangelical UMC  $588  16.67%  $344  16.67%  $932  16.67%

Illinois River District Totals  $194,234  20.55%  $113,895  20.57%  $308,128  20.56%

IROQUOIS RIVER DISTRICT 
Allerton UMC  $486  25.00%  $285  25.00% 771 25.00%
Arcola UMC  $3,696  25.00%  $2,166  25.00% 5862 25.00%
Arthur UMC  $3,609  25.00%  $2,115  25.00% 5724 25.00%
Batestown UMC  $723  25.00%  $423  25.00% 1146 25.00%
Union Corner UMC  $687  25.00%  $402  25.00% 1089 25.00%
Bellflower UMC  $678  25.00%  $396  25.00% 1074 25.00%
Bement UMC  $1,274  16.67%  $746  16.67% 2020 16.67%
Bondville UMC  $876  25.00%  $513  25.00% 1389 25.00%
Catlin UMC  $3,093  25.00%  $1,812  25.00% 4905 25.00%
Centerville UMC  $1,560  25.00%  $915  25.00% 2475 25.00%
Seymour UMC  $486  25.00%  $285  25.00% 771 25.00%
White Heath UMC  $459  25.00%  $270  25.00% 729 25.00%
Champaign Faith UMC  $8,530  16.67%  $4,996  16.67% 13526 16.67%
Champaign First UMC  $9,306  16.67%  $5,452  16.67% 14758 16.67%
Champaign New Horizon UMC  $16,485  25.00%  $9,657  25.00% 26142 25.00%
Cissna Park UMC  $891  25.00%  $522  25.00% 1413 25.00%
Rankin UMC  $2,772  100.00%  $1,620  100.00% 4392 100.00%
Collison UMC  $417  25.00%  $243  25.00% 660 25.00%
Countryside UMC  $1,440  25.00%  $843  25.00% 2283 25.00%
Tolono UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00% 0 0.00%
Danville Bowman Avenue UMC  $640  16.67%  $376  16.67% 1016 16.67%
Danville Farmers Chapel UMC  $1,176  25.00%  $690  25.00% 1866 25.00%
Danville First UMC  $1,479  25.00%  $867  25.00% 2346 25.00%
Danville Saint James UMC  $13,311  25.00%  $7,797  25.00% 21108 25.00%
Donovan UMC  $642  16.67%  $376  16.67% 1018 16.67%

Crescent City UMC  $675  25.00%  $396  25.00% 1071 25.00%
Fairmount UMC  $594  25.00%  $348  25.00% 942 25.00%
Fairview UMC  $444  33.33%  $260  33.33% 704 33.33%
Georgetown UMC  $804  25.00%  $471  25.00% 1275 25.00%
Farmer City UMC  $1,456  16.67%  $852  16.67% 2308 16.67%
Weedman UMC  $810  25.00%  $474  25.00% 1284 25.00%
Fisher UMC  $1,182  25.00%  $693  25.00% 1875 25.00%
Fithian UMC  $1,671  25.00%  $978  25.00% 2649 25.00%
Oakwood UMC  $1,680  25.00%  $984  25.00% 2664 25.00%
Hebron UMC  $420  25.00%  $246  25.00% 666 25.00%
Gibson City UMC  $2,293  8.33%  $1,343  8.33% 3636 8.33%
Mount Vernon UMC  $1,077  25.00%  $630  25.00% 1707 25.00%
Gifford UMC  $540  25.00%  $315  25.00% 855 25.00%
Gilman UMC  $220  2.70%  $85  1.78% 305 2.36%
Ashkum UMC  $906  25.00%  $531  25.00% 1437 25.00%
Hindsboro UMC  $462  25.00%  $-    0.00% 462 15.78%
Homer UMC  $2,568  25.00%  $1,503  25.00% 4071 25.00%
Hoopeston UMC  $1,720  16.67%  $1,008  16.67% 2728 16.67%
Wellington UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00% 0 0.00%
Iroquois UMC  $225  25.00%  $132  25.00% 357 25.00%
Sheldon UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00% 0 0.00%
Loda UMC  $2,610  25.00%  $1,530  25.00% 4140 25.00%
Ludlow UMC  $831  25.00%  $489  25.00% 1320 25.00%
Mahomet UMC  $8,250  25.00%  $4,833  25.00% 13083 25.00%
Mansfield UMC  $2,955  25.00%  $1,731  25.00% 4686 25.00%
Melvin UMC  $5,880  100.00%  $3,444  100.00% 9324 100.00%
Middlefork UMC  $900  25.00%  $528  25.00% 1428 25.00%
Milford UMC  $1,212  25.00%  $711  25.00% 1923 25.00%
Stockland UMC  $549  25.00%  $321  25.00% 870 25.00%
Newman UMC  $1,422  25.00%  $834  25.00%  $2,256  25.00%
Murdock UMC  $468  25.00%  $273  25.00%  $741  25.00%
Ogden UMC  $1,029  25.00%  $603  25.00%  $1,632  25.00%
Broadlands UMC  $918  25.00%  $537  25.00%  $1,455  25.00%
Onarga UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Piper City UMC  $317  8.33%  $185  8.33%  $502  8.33%
Paxton First UMC  $4,851  25.00%  $2,841  25.00%  $7,692  25.00%
Pesotum UMC  $354  16.67%  $208  16.67%  $562  16.67%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $198  25.00%  $114  25.00%  $312  25.00%
Quest UMC  $2,992  16.67%  $1,752  16.67%  $4,744  16.67%
Rantoul First UMC  $2,525  12.64%  $1,575  13.46%  $4,100  12.94%
Ridge Farm UMC  $412  16.67%  $242  16.67%  $654  16.67%
Indianola UMC  $321  25.00%  $189  25.00%  $510  25.00%
Roberts UMC  $402  25.00%  $234  25.00%  $636  25.00%
Thawville UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Rossville UMC  $2,583  25.00%  $1,512  25.00%  $4,095  25.00%
Bismarck UMC  $1,281  25.00%  $750  25.00%  $2,031  25.00%
Sadorus UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Parkville UMC  $288  25.00%  $168  25.00%  $456  25.00%
Saint Joseph UMC  $1,261  6.92%  $739  6.92%  $2,000  6.92%
Savoy UMC  $5,751  25.00%  $3,369  25.00%  $9,120  25.00%
Shiloh UMC  $795  25.00%  $465  25.00%  $1,260  25.00%
Sidell UMC  $2,550  25.00%  $1,494  25.00%  $4,044  25.00%
Sullivan UMC  $3,452  16.67%  $2,022  16.67%  $5,474  16.67%
Tuscola UMC  $5,478  25.00%  $3,210  25.00%  $8,688  25.00%
Urbana First UMC  $3,338  16.67%  $1,956  16.67%  $5,294  16.67%
Urbana Grace UMC  $2,556  16.67%  $1,498  16.67%  $4,054  16.67%
Urbana Wesley UMC  $8,049  25.00%  $4,716  25.00%  $12,765  25.00%
Villa Grove UMC  $3,312  25.00%  $1,941  25.00%  $5,253  25.00%
Camargo UMC  $906  16.67%  $530  16.67%  $1,436  16.67%
Watseka UMC  $1,668  8.33%  $977  8.33%  $2,645  8.33%
Weldon UMC  $2,010  50.00%  $1,176  50.00%  $3,186  50.00%
Woodland UMC  $399  25.00%  $234  25.00%  $633  25.00%

Iroquois River District Totals  $179,536  21.14%  $104,947  21.09%  $284,483  21.12%

KASKASKIA RIVER DISTRICT      
Albion UMC  $2,718  25.00%  $1,593  25.00%  $4,311  25.00%
Bethel UMC  $951  25.00%  $558  25.00%  $1,509  25.00%
Allendale UMC  $684  25.00%  $402  25.00%  $1,086  25.00%
Alma UMC  $315  25.00%  $186  25.00%  $501  25.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $264  25.00%  $153  25.00%  $417  25.00%
Asbury Chapel UMC  $369  25.00%  $216  25.00%  $585  25.00%
Bellmont UMC  $429  25.00%  $252  25.00%  $681  25.00%
Ashley UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Beulah UMC  $3,612  25.00%  $2,115  25.00%  $5,727  25.00%
Bluford Otterbein UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Bonnie UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Bridgeport UMC  $2,493  25.00%  $1,461  25.00%  $3,954  25.00%
Petrolia UMC  $315  25.00%  $186  25.00%  $501  25.00%
Browns UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Calhoun UMC  $453  25.00%  $267  25.00%  $720  25.00%
Ebenezer UMC  $630  25.00%  $369  25.00%  $999  25.00%
Centralia First UMC  $2,760  16.67%  $1,616  16.67%  $4,376  16.67%
Irvington UMC  $252  16.67%  $148  16.67%  $400  16.67%
Chauncey-Landes UMC  $272  16.67%  $160  16.67%  $432  16.67%
Claremont UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Prairieton UMC  $40  8.77%  $20  7.58%  $60  8.33%
Dix UMC  $405  25.00%  $237  25.00%  $642  25.00%
Union Chapel UMC  $252  16.67%  $148  16.67%  $400  16.67%
Garrison Temple UMC  $252  25.00%  $147  25.00%  $399  25.00%
Enterprise UMC  $942  25.00%  $552  25.00%  $1,494  25.00%
West UMC  $735  25.00%  $432  25.00%  $1,167  25.00%
Fairfield Ellen Moore UMC  $1,587  25.00%  $930  25.00%  $2,517  25.00%
Fairfield First UMC  $6,435  25.00%  $3,771  25.00%  $10,206  25.00%
Farina UMC  $1,611  25.00%  $942  25.00%  $2,553  25.00%
Flora First UMC  $3,126  16.67%  $1,832  16.67%  $4,958  16.67%
Flora Trinity UMC  $672  25.00%  $393  25.00%  $1,065  25.00%
Centralia Demaree UMC  $236  5.24%  $139  5.27%  $375  5.25%
Centralia Faith UMC  $1,164  25.00%  $681  25.00%  $1,845  25.00%
Odin UMC  $339  25.00%  $198  25.00%  $537  25.00%
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CONFERENCE Apportionment Receipts as of March 31, 2015*

Shattuc UMC  $876  25.00%  $513  25.00%  $1,389  25.00%
Gilead UMC  $1,176  100.00%  $696  100.00%  $1,872  100.00%
Golden Gate UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Conway UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Grayville UMC  $2,145  25.00%  $1,257  25.00%  $3,402  25.00%
Fortney UMC  $282  25.00%  $165  25.00%  $447  25.00%
Hopewell UMC  $50  8.33%  $50  14.37%  $100  10.55%
Olive Branch UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Ina UMC  $423  25.00%  $246  25.00%  $669  25.00%
Waltonville UMC  $294  25.00%  $171  25.00%  $465  25.00%
Kinmundy First UMC  $4,626  25.00%  $2,712  25.00%  $7,338  25.00%
Wesley UMC  $414  25.00%  $243  25.00%  $657  25.00%
Lancaster UMC  $267  25.00%  $156  25.00%  $423  25.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Nye Chapel UMC  $129  25.00%  $75  25.00%  $204  25.00%
Lawrenceville First UMC  $3,600  25.00%  $1,061  13.00%  $4,661  20.00%
Billett UMC  $1,512  25.00%  $885  25.00%  $2,397  25.00%
Lawrenceville Otterbein UMC  $252  12.14%  $148  12.21%  $400  12.17%
Lawrenceville Zion UMC  $1,074  25.00%  $630  25.00%  $1,704  25.00%
Louisville UMC  $1,743  25.00%  $1,020  25.00%  $2,763  25.00%
May Chapel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Mount Carmel Evangelical UMC  $4,707  25.00%  $2,757  25.00%  $7,464  25.00%
Mount Carmel Trinity UMC  $1,139  8.33%  $667  8.33%  $1,806  8.33%
Adams Corner UMC  $270  25.00%  $159  25.00%  $429  25.00%
Mount Vernon Epworth UMC  $836  16.67%  $490  16.67%  $1,326  16.67%
Wayne City UMC  $831  25.00%  $489  25.00%  $1,320  25.00%
Zion UMC  $675  25.00%  $396  25.00%  $1,071  25.00%
Mount Vernon First UMC  $10,761  25.00%  $6,303  25.00%  $17,064  25.00%
Mount Vernon Wesley UMC  $1,040  16.67%  $610  16.67%  $1,650  16.67%
Mount Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC  $4,329  25.00%  $2,535  25.00%  $6,864  25.00%
Mount Zion UMC  $216  4.18%  $127  4.18%  $342  4.17%
Brown's Chapel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Olney First UMC  $4,264  16.67%  $2,498  16.67%  $6,762  16.67%
Olney Immanuel UMC  $568  3.95%  $332  3.95%  $900  3.95%
Olney Saint Paul UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Parkersburg UMC  $285  25.00%  $165  25.00%  $450  25.00%
Ebenezer UMC  $1,044  100.00%  $612  100.00%  $1,656  100.00%
Little Wabash UMC  $345  25.00%  $201  25.00%  $546  25.00%
Pinkstaff UMC  $741  25.00%  $435  25.00%  $1,176  25.00%
Richview UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Saint Francisville UMC  $496  16.67%  $290  16.67%  $786  16.67%
Salem Grace UMC  $7,431  25.00%  $4,353  25.00%  $11,784  25.00%
Salem Trinity UMC  $1,788  25.00%  $1,047  25.00%  $2,835  25.00%
Iuka UMC  $681  25.00%  $399  25.00%  $1,080  25.00%
Cubbage Chapel UMC  $69  25.00%  $42  25.00%  $111  25.00%
Sandoval UMC  $1,560  25.00%  $915  25.00%  $2,475  25.00%
Patoka UMC  $1,548  25.00%  $906  25.00%  $2,454  25.00%
Boulder UMC  $495  25.00%  $291  25.00%  $786  25.00%
Sumner UMC  $3,351  25.00%  $1,962  25.00%  $5,313  25.00%
Clay City UMC  $1,437  25.00%  $840  25.00%  $2,277  25.00%
Harmony UMC  $1,044  25.00%  $612  25.00%  $1,656  25.00%
Bethel UMC  $-    0.00%  $546  25.00%  $546  9.23%
Union Chapel UMC  $336  25.00%  $198  25.00%  $534  25.00%
Vandalia First UMC  $6,624  25.00%  $3,882  25.00%  $10,506  25.00%
Bethel UMC  $438  25.00%  $255  25.00%  $693  25.00%
Cisne UMC  $444  25.00%  $258  25.00%  $702  25.00%
Johnsonville UMC  $450  25.00%  $264  25.00%  $714  25.00%
West Salem Zion UMC  $2,604  25.00%  $1,527  25.00%  $4,131  25.00%
Xenia UMC  $1,473  25.00%  $864  25.00%  $2,337  25.00%

Kaskaskia River District Totals  $117,495  21.12%  $68,359  20.98%  $185,854  21.07%

LAMOINE RIVER DISTRICT
Ashland UMC  $1,335  25.00%  $783  25.00%  $2,118  25.00%
Peter Cartwright UMC  $647  14.65%  $390  15.12%  $1,037  14.82%
Astoria UMC  $612  25.00%  $360  25.00%  $972  25.00%
Sheldon's Grove UMC  $237  25.00%  $138  25.00%  $375  25.00%
Batchtown UMC  $189  25.00%  $111  25.00%  $300  25.00%
Beardstown UMC  $3,318  25.00%  $1,944  25.00%  $5,262  25.00%
Bethel UMC  $498  25.00%  $291  25.00%  $789  25.00%
Grafton UMC  $552  25.00%  $324  25.00%  $876  25.00%
Kane UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Bluff Springs UMC  $264  25.00%  $153  25.00%  $417  25.00%
Griggsville UMC  $1,062  25.00%  $621  25.00%  $1,683  25.00%
New Salem UMC  $309  25.00%  $180  25.00%  $489  25.00%
Detroit UMC  $1,548  100.00%  $912  100.00%  $2,460  100.00%
Florence UMC  $78  25.00%  $45  25.00%  $123  25.00%
Oxville UMC  $276  50.00%  $162  50.00%  $438  50.00%
Perry UMC  $1,077  25.00%  $630  25.00%  $1,707  25.00%
Baylis UMC  $144  25.00%  $84  25.00%  $228  25.00%
Browning UMC  $303  25.00%  $177  25.00%  $480  25.00%
Sugar Grove UMC  $801  25.00%  $468  25.00%  $1,269  25.00%
Camp Point UMC  $2,784  25.00%  $1,629  25.00%  $4,413  25.00%
Centennial Ebenezer UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Carlinville UMC  $3,452  16.67%  $2,022  16.67%  $5,474  16.67%
Carrollton UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Christ UMC  $1,460  33.33%  $856  33.33%  $2,316  33.33%
Carthage First UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Clayton Federated UMC  $777  25.00%  $456  25.00%  $1,233  25.00%
Concord UMC  $318  16.67%  $186  16.67%  $504  16.67%
Arenzville UMC  $1,878  25.00%  $1,101  25.00%  $2,979  25.00%
Doddsville UMC  $453  25.00%  $267  25.00%  $720  25.00%
Bluffs UMC  $1,359  25.00%  $795  25.00%  $2,154  25.00%
Naples UMC  $564  25.00%  $330  25.00%  $894  25.00%
Beverly UMC  $387  25.00%  $228  25.00%  $615  25.00%
Kingston UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Plainville UMC  $336  25.00%  $195  25.00%  $531  25.00%
Richfield UMC  $288  25.00%  $168  25.00%  $456  25.00%
Franklin UMC  $780  25.00%  $456  25.00%  $1,236  25.00%
Durbin UMC  $501  25.00%  $294  25.00%  $795  25.00%

Greenfield UMC  $1,896  25.00%  $1,110  25.00%  $3,006  25.00%
Rock Bridge UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Hamilton UMC  $1,290  25.00%  $756  25.00%  $2,046  25.00%
Warsaw UMC  $852  16.67%  $498  16.67%  $1,350  16.67%
Havana First UMC  $1,178  8.33%  $690  8.33%  $1,868  8.33%
Industry UMC  $2,355  25.00%  $1,380  25.00%  $3,735  25.00%
Vermont UMC  $616  16.67%  $362  16.67%  $978  16.67%
Jacksonville Asbury UMC  $519  25.00%  $303  25.00%  $822  25.00%
Jacksonville Centenary UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Jacksonville Brooklyn UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Jacksonville Grace UMC  $6,171  25.00%  $3,615  25.00%  $9,786  25.00%
Jacksonville Wesley Chapel UMC  $3,837  25.00%  $2,247  25.00%  $6,084  25.00%
Jerseyville UMC  $7,914  25.00%  $4,635  25.00%  $12,549  25.00%
Littleton UMC  $504  25.00%  $297  25.00%  $801  25.00%
Living Faith UMC  $1,956  16.67%  $1,146  16.67%  $3,102  16.67%
Loraine UMC  $1,200  25.00%  $702  25.00%  $1,902  25.00%
Manchester UMC  $357  25.00%  $210  25.00%  $567  25.00%
Mount Sterling First UMC  $1,510  16.67%  $884  16.67%  $2,394  16.67%
Columbus UMC  $426  25.00%  $249  25.00%  $675  25.00%
Murrayville UMC  $2,769  25.00%  $1,623  25.00%  $4,392  25.00%
New Hope UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Palmyra UMC  $573  25.00%  $336  25.00%  $909  25.00%
Modesto UMC  $477  25.00%  $279  25.00%  $756  25.00%
Payson UMC  $885  25.00%  $519  25.00%  $1,404  25.00%
Pittsfield UMC  $4,497  25.00%  $2,634  25.00%  $7,131  25.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $819  25.00%  $480  25.00%  $1,299  25.00%
Paloma UMC  $456  25.00%  $267  25.00%  $723  25.00%
Oakford UMC  $1,470  25.00%  $861  25.00%  $2,331  25.00%
Bath UMC  $399  25.00%  $234  25.00%  $633  25.00%
Fairview UMC  $468  25.00%  $273  25.00%  $741  25.00%
Quincy Melrose Chapel UMC  $5,250  25.00%  $3,075  25.00%  $8,325  25.00%
Quincy Union UMC  $1,589  8.33%  $-    0.00%  $1,589  5.25%
Quincy Vermont Street UMC  $9,783  25.00%  $5,730  25.00%  $15,513  25.00%
Rosedale UMC  $2,736  100.00%  $1,608  100.00%  $4,344  100.00%
Rural UMC  $3,036  100.00%  $1,776  100.00%  $4,812  100.00%
Rushville First UMC  $4,698  25.00%  $2,754  25.00%  $7,452  25.00%
Barry UMC  $1,128  25.00%  $660  25.00%  $1,788  25.00%
Hull UMC  $1,146  25.00%  $672  25.00%  $1,818  25.00%
New Canton UMC  $468  25.00%  $273  25.00%  $741  25.00%
Pleasant Hill UMC  $654  25.00%  $384  25.00%  $1,038  25.00%
Hamburg UMC  $93  25.00%  $54  25.00%  $147  25.00%
Virden First UMC  $2,094  25.00%  $1,227  25.00%  $3,321  25.00%
Girard UMC  $1,797  25.00%  $1,053  25.00%  $2,850  25.00%
Virginia UMC  $3,279  25.00%  $1,920  25.00%  $5,199  25.00%
Waverly UMC  $2,535  25.00%  $1,485  25.00%  $4,020  25.00%
Brooklyn UMC  $294  25.00%  $171  25.00%  $465  25.00%
Ebenezer UMC  $228  25.00%  $135  25.00%  $363  25.00%
Houston UMC  $357  25.00%  $210  25.00%  $567  25.00%
Camden UMC  $648  25.00%  $381  25.00%  $1,029  25.00%
Winchester UMC  $11,532  100.00%  $6,756  100.00%  $18,288  100.00%

LaMoine River District Totals  $127,326  23.47%  $73,670  23.19%  $200,996  23.37%

MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT
Alton Grace UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Hartford UMC  $744  25.00%  $435  25.00%  $1,179  25.00%
Elsah UMC  $2,136  100.00%  $1,248  100.00%  $3,384  100.00%
Alton Main Street UMC  $7,692  16.67%  $4,506  16.67%  $12,198  16.67%
Belleville Saint Matthew UMC  $31,536  25.00%  $18,474  25.00%  $50,010  25.00%
Belleville Signal Hill UMC  $1,273  9.17%  $636  7.82%  $1,909  8.67%
Belleville Union UMC  $6,928  16.67%  $4,058  16.67%  $10,986  16.67%
New Athens UMC  $1,653  25.00%  $969  25.00%  $2,622  25.00%
Benld UMC  $1,020  25.00%  $597  25.00%  $1,617  25.00%
Bethalto UMC  $2,754  16.67%  $1,614  16.67%  $4,368  16.67%
Brighton Saint Paul UMC  $2,715  25.00%  $1,590  25.00%  $4,305  25.00%
Bunker Hill UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Carlyle UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Huey UMC  $327  25.00%  $192  25.00%  $519  25.00%
Beckemeyer UMC  $297  25.00%  $174  25.00%  $471  25.00%
Caseyville UMC  $1,452  12.34%  $867  12.59%  $2,319  12.44%
Chester First UMC  $1,731  25.00%  $1,014  25.00%  $2,745  25.00%
Collinsville First UMC  $4,053  25.00%  $2,373  25.00%  $6,426  25.00%
Columbia Bethany UMC  $4,296  25.00%  $2,517  25.00%  $6,813  25.00%
Coulterville UMC  $189  2.38%  $111  2.38%  $300  2.38%
Tilden UMC  $651  25.00%  $381  25.00%  $1,032  25.00%
East Alton First UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
East Saint Louis Trinity UMC  $630  4.00%  $370  5.00%  $1,000  4.00%
Edwardsville Immanuel UMC  $2,013  11.51%  $785  7.66%  $2,798  10.09%
Edwardsville Saint John's UMC  $7,129  21.27%  $3,658  18.63%  $10,787  20.30%
Ellis Grove UMC  $432  25.00%  $252  25.00%  $684  25.00%
New Palestine UMC  $663  25.00%  $387  25.00%  $1,050  25.00%
Preston UMC  $168  25.00%  $99  25.00%  $267  25.00%
Fairview Heights Christ UMC  $33,660  16.67%  $19,720  16.67%  $53,380  16.67%
Fairview Heights Prospect Park UMC  $378  16.67%  $222  16.67%  $600  16.67%
Gillespie First UMC  $2,862  25.00%  $1,677  25.00%  $4,539  25.00%
Glen Carbon New Bethel UMC  $3,573  19.77%  $3,573  33.76%  $7,146  24.94%
Godfrey First UMC  $4,442  16.67%  $2,602  16.67%  $7,044  16.67%
Granite City Dewey Avenue UMC  $452  16.67%  $264  16.67%  $716  16.67%
Granite City Good Shepherd UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Granite City Nameoki UMC  $2,946  16.67%  $1,726  16.67%  $4,672  16.67%
Granite City Niedringhaus UMC  $249  1.68%  $1,251  14.44%  $1,500  6.39%
Granite City Trinity UMC  $466  5.40%  $842  16.67%  $1,308  9.56%
Greenville First UMC  $2,828  16.67%  $1,658  16.67%  $4,486  16.67%
Highland Hope UMC  $1,092  3.35%  $680  3.55%  $1,772  3.42%
Keyesport UMC  $375  25.00%  $222  25.00%  $597  25.00%
Lebanon First UMC  $2,930  16.67%  $1,716  16.67%  $4,646  16.67%
Litchfield Saint Timothy UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Marissa UMC  $567  11.33%  $394  13.46%  $961  12.12%
Maryville Saint Luke's UMC  $5,094  25.00%  $2,085  17.46%  $7,179  22.22%
Mascoutah Bethel UMC  $4,305  25.00%  $2,523  25.00%  $6,828  25.00%
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CONFERENCE Apportionment Receipts as of March 31, 2015*the curren 
*Churches reflecting contributions of 25% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.
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Medora UMC  $408  25.00%  $240  25.00%  $648  25.00%
Piasa UMC  $360  25.00%  $210  25.00%  $570  25.00%
Mount Olive UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Sorento UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Mulberry Grove UMC  $570  25.00%  $333  25.00%  $903  25.00%
Pleasant Mound UMC  $588  100.00%  $348  100.00%  $936  100.00%
Nashville Grace UMC  $4,516  16.67%  $2,646  16.67%  $7,162  16.67%
New Baden UMC  $1,737  25.00%  $1,017  25.00%  $2,754  25.00%
O'Fallon First UMC  $10,160  16.67%  $5,952  16.67%  $16,112  16.67%
Okawville UMC  $528  25.00%  $309  25.00%  $837  25.00%
Pocahontas UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Panama UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Rosewood Heights Saint Paul UMC  $3,756  16.67%  $2,200  16.67%  $5,956  16.67%
Saint Jacob UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Shiloh UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Shipman UMC  $1,788  50.00%  $1,050  50.00%  $2,838  50.00%
Dorchester UMC  $297  25.00%  $174  25.00%  $471  25.00%
Sparta First UMC  $3,294  16.67%  $1,930  16.67%  $5,224  16.67%
Staunton UMC  $594  16.67%  $351  16.67%  $945  16.67%
Steeleville UMC  $666  25.00%  $390  25.00%  $1,056  25.00%
Percy UMC  $651  25.00%  $381  25.00%  $1,032  25.00%
Trenton First UMC  $3,351  25.00%  $1,962  25.00%  $5,313  25.00%
Troy UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Worden UMC  $558  25.00%  $327  25.00%  $885  25.00%
Wanda UMC  $3,027  25.00%  $1,773  25.00%  $4,800  25.00%
Waterloo Real Life UMC  $168  50.00%  $96  50.00%  $264  50.00%
Wood River First UMC  $1,306  16.67%  $766  16.67%  $2,072  16.67%

Mississippi River District Totals  $187,024  15.92%  $110,918  16.11%  $297,941  15.99%

SANGAMON RIVER DISTRICT
Argenta UMC  $1,545  25.00%  $906  25.00%  $2,451  25.00%
Warrensburg UMC  $1,299  25.00%  $762  25.00%  $2,061  25.00%
Assumption UMC  $1,479  25.00%  $867  25.00%  $2,346  25.00%
Findlay UMC  $1,578  25.00%  $924  25.00%  $2,502  25.00%
Athens UMC  $1,995  25.00%  $1,167  25.00%  $3,162  25.00%
Cantrall UMC  $1,248  25.00%  $732  25.00%  $1,980  25.00%
Auburn UMC  $3,411  25.00%  $1,998  25.00%  $5,409  25.00%
Beason UMC  $798  25.00%  $468  25.00%  $1,266  25.00%
Elkhart UMC  $564  25.00%  $330  25.00%  $894  25.00%
Bethel UMC  $148  16.67%  $88  16.67%  $236  16.67%
Bissell UMC  $561  25.00%  $327  25.00%  $888  25.00%
Springfield Northside UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Blue Mound UMC  $2,640  25.00%  $1,545  25.00%  $4,185  25.00%
Buckeye UMC  $894  25.00%  $525  25.00%  $1,419  25.00%
Owaneco UMC  $675  25.00%  $396  25.00%  $1,071  25.00%
South Fork UMC  $1,287  25.00%  $753  25.00%  $2,040  25.00%
Chatham UMC  $7,461  25.00%  $4,371  25.00%  $11,832  25.00%
Cisco UMC  $2,160  25.00%  $1,266  25.00%  $3,426  25.00%
Clinton UMC  $6,455  30.00%  $3,780  30.00%  $10,235  30.00%
Decatur Christ UMC  $3,336  33.25%  $1,960  33.33%  $5,296  33.28%
Decatur First UMC  $10,752  25.00%  $6,297  25.00%  $17,049  25.00%
Decatur Grace UMC  $9,766  16.67%  $5,722  16.67%  $15,488  16.67%
Decatur Wesley UMC  $626  16.67%  $366  16.67%  $992  16.67%
Divernon UMC  $1,365  25.00%  $801  25.00%  $2,166  25.00%
Farmersville UMC  $210  25.00%  $123  25.00%  $333  25.00%
Midland UMC  $1,557  25.00%  $912  25.00%  $2,469  25.00%
Easton UMC  $1,236  25.00%  $726  25.00%  $1,962  25.00%
Edinburg UMC  $1,593  25.00%  $933  25.00%  $2,526  25.00%
Stonington UMC  $1,491  25.00%  $873  25.00%  $2,364  25.00%
Elwin UMC  $3,159  25.00%  $1,851  25.00%  $5,010  25.00%
Fairview UMC  $414  25.00%  $243  25.00%  $657  25.00%
Forsyth UMC  $3,864  25.00%  $2,265  25.00%  $6,129  25.00%
Fountain of Life UMC  $1,407  25.00%  $825  25.00%  $2,232  25.00%
Garver Brick UMC  $924  25.00%  $540  25.00%  $1,464  25.00%
Hartsburg UMC  $327  25.00%  $192  25.00%  $519  25.00%
Island Grove UMC  $555  25.00%  $324  25.00%  $879  25.00%
Kenney UMC  $201  25.00%  $117  25.00%  $318  25.00%
Lincoln First UMC  $5,661  25.00%  $3,315  25.00%  $8,976  25.00%
Loami UMC  $711  25.00%  $417  25.00%  $1,128  25.00%
Long Creek UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Dalton City UMC  $562  16.67%  $328  16.67%  $890  16.67%
Macon UMC  $1,904  16.67%  $1,116  16.67%  $3,020  16.67%
Maroa UMC  $2,290  16.67%  $1,342  16.67%  $3,632  16.67%
Mason City UMC  $1,508  16.67%  $884  16.67%  $2,392  16.67%
San Jose UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Middletown UMC  $387  25.00%  $228  25.00%  $615  25.00%
Monticello UMC  $8,283  25.00%  $4,851  25.00%  $13,134  25.00%
Morrisonville UMC  $1,404  25.00%  $822  25.00%  $2,226  25.00%
Mount Auburn UMC  $438  16.67%  $258  16.67%  $696  16.67%
Mount Pulaski First UMC  $1,092  16.67%  $640  16.67%  $1,732  16.67%
Chestnut UMC  $597  25.00%  $348  25.00%  $945  25.00%
Latham UMC  $831  25.00%  $486  25.00%  $1,317  25.00%
Mount Zion UMC  $1,500  10.79%  $1,500  18.44%  $3,000  13.62%
Bethany UMC  $489  25.00%  $288  25.00%  $777  25.00%
Moweaqua UMC  $957  8.33%  $561  8.33%  $1,518  8.33%
Sanner Chapel UMC  $456  16.67%  $268  16.67%  $724  16.67%
New Holland UMC  $942  25.00%  $552  25.00%  $1,494  25.00%
Waynesville UMC  $1,590  25.00%  $933  25.00%  $2,523  25.00%
McLean UMC  $1,092  25.00%  $642  25.00%  $1,734  25.00%
Niantic UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Illiopolis UMC  $1,074  25.00%  $630  25.00%  $1,704  25.00%
Cerro Gordo UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Lovington UMC  $1,275  25.00%  $747  25.00%  $2,022  25.00%
Hammond UMC  $1,137  25.00%  $666  25.00%  $1,803  25.00%
LaPlace UMC  $528  25.00%  $309  25.00%  $837  25.00%
Pana UMC  $4,350  25.00%  $2,547  25.00%  $6,897  25.00%
Pawnee UMC  $189  2.47%  $111  2.47%  $300  2.47%
Thayer UMC  $795  25.00%  $465  25.00%  $1,260  25.00%
Petersburg UMC  $2,220  16.67%  $1,302  16.67%  $3,522  16.67%
Raymond Community Of Faith UMC  $2,694  25.00%  $1,578  25.00%  $4,272  25.00%

Riverton First UMC  $1,716 16.67%  $1,006 16.67%  $2,722 16.67%
Rochester UMC  $5,964  25.00%  $3,495  25.00%  $9,459  25.00%
Sharon UMC  $2,439  25.00%  $1,431  25.00%  $3,870  25.00%
Sherman UMC  $6,288  25.00%  $3,684  25.00%  $9,972  25.00%
Springfield Asbury UMC  $1,070  16.67%  $628  16.67%  $1,698  16.67%
Springfield Cotton Hill UMC  $3,462  25.00%  $2,028  25.00%  $5,490  25.00%
Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC  $5,328  16.67%  $3,122  16.67%  $8,450  16.67%
Springfield First UMC  $40,005  25.00%  $23,436  25.00%  $63,441  25.00%
Springfield Grace UMC  $1,871  19.25%  $1,094  19.23%  $2,965  19.24%
Springfield Kumler UMC  $510  4.09%  $298  4.08%  $808  4.08%
Springfield Jerome UMC  $1,305  25.00%  $765  25.00%  $2,070  25.00%
New Salem UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Springfield Laurel UMC  $13,707  25.00%  $8,031  25.00%  $21,738  25.00%
Sugar Creek UMC  $6,618  25.00%  $3,876  25.00%  $10,494  25.00%
Taylorville UMC  $7,566  25.00%  $4,434  25.00%  $12,000  25.00%
Williamsville UMC  $1,242  25.00%  $729  25.00%  $1,971  25.00%
Zion Chapel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Decatur Central UMC  $1,776  33.33%  $1,040  33.33%  $2,816  33.33%

Sangamon River District Totals  $226,803  21.78%  $133,506  21.88%  $360,309  21.82%

SPOON RIVER DISTRICT
Abingdon UMC  $1,894  16.67%  $1,110  16.67%  $3,004  16.67%
Aledo UMC  $1,185  5.09%  $-    0.00%  $1,185  3.21%
Alpha UMC  $2,226  25.00%  $1,305  25.00%  $3,531  25.00%
Altona UMC  $1,242  16.67%  $728  16.67%  $1,970  16.67%
Oneida UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Blandinsville UMC  $486  16.67%  $284  16.67%  $770  16.67%
Burnside UMC  $600  25.00%  $360  25.00%  $960  25.00%
Bushnell UMC  $581  8.33%  $340  8.33%  $921  8.33%
Avon UMC  $755  17.57%  $395  15.67%  $1,150  16.87%
New Philadelphia UMC  $168  25.00%  $99  25.00%  $267  25.00%
Point Pleasant UMC  $267  25.00%  $156  25.00%  $423  25.00%
Colchester UMC  $2,544  25.00%  $1,491  25.00%  $4,035  25.00%
Hills Grove UMC  $204  16.67%  $120  16.67%  $324  16.67%
Colona UMC  $3,429  25.00%  $2,010  25.00%  $5,439  25.00%
Colusa UMC  $426  16.67%  $250  16.67%  $676  16.67%
East Moline Christ UMC  $12,474  25.00%  $7,308  25.00%  $19,782  25.00%
Elmwood UMC  $3,927  27.07%  $2,427  28.53%  $6,354  27.61%
Fairfield UMC  $492  25.00%  $288  25.00%  $780  25.00%
Fairview Center UMC  $2,583  25.00%  $1,515  25.00%  $4,098  25.00%
Galesburg Faith UMC  $1,689  25.00%  $990  25.00%  $2,679  25.00%
Galesburg First UMC  $9,417  25.00%  $5,517  25.00%  $14,934  25.00%
Galva Grace UMC  $208  8.33%  $122  8.33%  $330  8.33%
Geneseo First UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Cambridge UMC  $2,718  25.00%  $1,593  25.00%  $4,311  25.00%
Geneseo Grace UMC  $6,309  25.00%  $3,696  25.00%  $10,005  25.00%
Annawan Community UMC  $556  16.67%  $326  16.67%  $882  16.67%
Fairview UMC  $386  8.33%  $226  8.33%  $612  8.33%
Hooppole Zion UMC  $957  25.00%  $561  25.00%  $1,518  25.00%
Henderson UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
North Henderson UMC  $486  25.00%  $285  25.00%  $771  25.00%
Hillsdale UMC  $963  25.00%  $564  25.00%  $1,527  25.00%
Illinois City UMC  $992  16.67%  $582  16.67%  $1,574  16.67%
Pine Bluff UMC  $396  25.00%  $231  25.00%  $627  25.00%
Kirkwood UMC  $788  16.67%  $462  16.67%  $1,250  16.67%
Smithshire UMC  $264  25.00%  $156  25.00%  $420  25.00%
Knoxville UMC  $2,652  25.00%  $1,554  25.00%  $4,206  25.00%
LaHarpe UMC  $765  25.00%  $450  25.00%  $1,215  25.00%
Durham UMC  $414  25.00%  $243  25.00%  $657  25.00%
Terre Haute UMC  $888  25.00%  $519  25.00%  $1,407  25.00%
Good Hope UMC  $1,677  25.00%  $984  25.00%  $2,661  25.00%
Jerusalem UMC  $326  8.33%  $191  8.33%  $517  8.33%
Loraine UMC  $2,979  25.00%  $1,746  25.00%  $4,725  25.00%
Macomb Wesley UMC  $10,542  25.00%  $6,174  25.00%  $16,716  25.00%
Maquon UMC  $1,251  25.00%  $732  25.00%  $1,983  25.00%
Douglas UMC  $666  25.00%  $390  25.00%  $1,056  25.00%
Orange Chapel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Maxey Chapel UMC  $627  25.00%  $366  25.00%  $993  25.00%
Milan Trinity UMC  $1,740  16.67%  $1,018  16.67%  $2,758  16.67%
Green River UMC  $357  25.00%  $210  25.00%  $567  25.00%
Mineral UMC  $1,152  100.00%  $672  100.00%  $1,824  100.00%
Moline Bethel Wesley UMC  $4,428  25.00%  $2,595  25.00%  $7,023  25.00%
Moline Riverside UMC  $6,615  15.09%  $3,885  15.12%  $10,500  15.10%
Monmouth First UMC  $3,656  16.67%  $2,142  16.67%  $5,798  16.67%
Nauvoo UMC  $700  16.67%  $410  16.67%  $1,110  16.67%
Galva First UMC  $926  8.33%  $543  8.33%  $1,469  8.33%
Bishop Hill UMC  $753  25.00%  $441  25.00%  $1,194  25.00%
Oquawka UMC  $963  25.00%  $564  25.00%  $1,527  25.00%
Gladstone UMC  $804  25.00%  $471  25.00%  $1,275  25.00%
Biggsville UMC  $580  16.67%  $340  16.67%  $920  16.67%
Orion UMC  $4,566  25.00%  $2,676  25.00%  $7,242  25.00%
Port Byron First UMC  $3,381  25.00%  $1,980  25.00%  $5,361  25.00%
Reynolds UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Taylor Ridge UMC  $579  25.00%  $339  25.00%  $918  25.00%
Rock Island Two Rivers UMC  $5,640  25.00%  $3,303  25.00%  $8,943  25.00%
Roseville UMC  $2,790  25.00%  $1,635  25.00%  $4,425  25.00%
Swan Creek UMC  $386  16.67%  $226  16.67%  $612  16.67%
Silvis UMC  $1,533  25.00%  $897  25.00%  $2,430  25.00%
Stronghurst UMC  $690  16.67%  $404  16.67%  $1,094  16.67%
Carman UMC  $681  25.00%  $399  25.00%  $1,080  25.00%
Carbon Cliff UMC  $240  8.33%  $140  8.33%  $380  8.33%
Church of the Cross UMC  $798  25.00%  $468  25.00%  $1,266  25.00%
Hampton Grace UMC  $510  11.61%  $298  11.60%  $808  11.61%
Victoria UMC  $1,010  16.67%  $592  16.67%  $1,602  16.67%
Viola UMC  $1,545  25.00%  $906  25.00%  $2,451  25.00%
Preemption UMC  $1,212  16.67%  $710  16.67%  $1,922  16.67%
Walnut Grove UMC  $924  16.67%  $542  16.67%  $1,466  16.67%
Joy UMC  $313  8.33%  $184  8.33%  $497  8.33%
Eliza Community UMC  $726  25.00%  $-    0.00%  $726  25.00%
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CONFERENCE Apportionment Receipts as of March 31, 2015*

The Journey: an Outline of the Discernment Process – 2015  Camping Resolution
This is a summary of the discernment process led by 

Kaleidoscope with respect to the Commission on Camp-
ing and Retreat Ministries’ (CCRM) commitment to cre-
ating a vital and sustainable outdoor and retreat ministry 
and the resulting recommendation to retire and sell three 
properties.  Discernment has been bathed in prayer from 
the beginning.

September 2013: The CCRM discussed the need 
for a professional consultant.  Several consultants were 
subsequently interviewed, and it was concluded that 
Kaleidoscope, Inc., which had helped with revitalization 
of camping and retreat ministries in a number of other 
annual conferences, would be asked to provide a propos-
al.  It was critical to the CCRM that the consultant lead a 
process and not simply prescribe a solution.

November 2013:  The CCRM met via WebEx tele-
conference with Jody Oates, Kaleidoscope consultant, 
to go over a proposal for the consultation that would in-
clude gathering information from statistics and town hall 
meetings, as well as workshops in which this information 
would be processed.  Prior to approving engagement of 
the consultant the CCRM felt it was important to make 
several commitments:

1. To listen to the consultant and follow through 
on conclusions the CCRM would draw with the 
consultant’s guidance.

2. To go into the consultation with open minds—
no pre-determined outcomes.  Every possibility 
was on the table.

3. To maintain confidentiality so that conversa-
tions could be honest and not be taken out of the 
context of the larger discussion.

February 2014:  Over a two-day period Jody Oates, 
the Kaleidoscope consultant, met with camp staff and 
the CCRM.  The CCRM workshop included reflection 
on why CCRM members believed a consultation was 
needed; various concepts; strengths and weakness of the 
camps as CCRM members experienced them; statistical 
information; and mission of the IGRC camping ministry.

April 2014:  Over a period of three days Jody Oates 
visited three of the camps:  Jensen Woods, 
Living Springs, and East 

Bay.  The site visit included a facilities tour as well as 
“town hall” meetings where interested persons could 
come and share their thoughts on questions that were 
critical to the CCRM discernment, including the camp’s 
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats.

On the fourth day Jody led a CCRM workshop.  This 
meeting included reports on the three town hall meet-
ings and conversation on several questions: What are the 
“must haves” of the ministry?  What ideas are forming so 
far?  What would be too radical of a change?  The CCRM 
also established criteria by which the effectiveness of a 
ministry might be measured.

May 2014: Over a period of two days Jody Oates 
visited and held town hall meetings at Little Grassy and 
Epworth.  There was also a brief tour of the Beulah site. 

A workshop followed.  In addition to hearing reports 
on the town halls, the CCRM reviewed the United Meth-
odist mission and strategic initiatives and some of the 
themes that were emerging in conversations.  The CCRM 
also reflected on organizational capacity and envisioned 
the ideal camp.  He asked each member to privately 
share on a slip of paper what insights he/she had, what 
was confirmed, and what questions 
remained.

September 2014:     
The CCRM gath-
ered for a workshop 
again. Jody shared a 
numerical grading of 
each site based on the 
criteria established 
by the CCRM and 
the standards of vital 
camps. The CCRM also 
learned about modern-
ization and redesign at 
thriving camps. 

October 2014: 
Kaleidoscope 

summarized the general drift of CCRM conversation. 
Discussion followed and members made a list of ques-
tions that needed to be answered before a decision could 
be made.  The group concluded that one more meeting 
with Jody would be needed to finish up the conversation.  
It was scheduled for January 10, 2015.

November 2014: The CCRM met to conduct routine 
business, report on answers that had come from research, 
and have further conversation about scenarios.  They 
also began creating the “Whereas” portion of a resolu-
tion, which depicted reasons that change was needed at 
this time.  The "Therefore" portion of the resolution (a 
recommendation) was not formulated or proposed at this 
meeting because that work had not been completed).

January 2015:  Kaleidoscope led a final workshop, 
again offering scenarios that could serve as a starting 
point for discussion.  The commission began coming to 
agreement on action and in prayer took a vote.  The vote 
on the presently proposed course of action was unani-
mous and breath-taking.  The meeting concluded with 
drafting a timeline for release of information.

February 2015: The CCRM gathered to perfect the 
resolution and hear reports on the unfold-

ing of events.

New Boston UMC  $672  25.00%  $393  25.00%  $1,065  25.00%
Williamsfield UMC  $932 16.67%  $546 16.67%  $1,478 16.67%
Dahinda UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%

Spoon River District Totals  $136,201  19.04%  $78,775  18.87%  $214,976  18.98%

VERMILION RIVER DISTRICT      
Atlanta UMC  $1,052  16.67%  $616  16.67%  $1,668  16.67%
Ebenezer UMC  $2,135  41.67%  $1,250  41.67%  $3,385  41.67%
Bloomington Wesley UMC  $22,536  25.00%  $13,203  25.00%  $35,739  25.00%
Bloomington Park UMC  $1,827  25.00%  $1,068  25.00%  $2,895  25.00%
Bonfield First UMC  $872  33.33%  $512  33.33%  $1,384  33.33%
Bonfield Evangelical UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Grand Prairie UMC  $600  16.67%  $352  16.67%  $952  16.67%
Bourbonnais Grace Comnmunity UMC  $2,388  16.67%  $1,398  16.67%  $3,786  16.67%
Braceville UMC  $1,329  25.00%  $780  25.00%  $2,109  25.00%
Bradley Wesley UMC  $3,795  25.00%  $2,223  25.00%  $6,018  25.00%
Chatsworth UMC  $5,496  100.00%  $3,216  100.00%  $8,712  100.00%
Forrest UMC  $1,752  25.00%  $1,026  25.00%  $2,778  25.00%
Chenoa UMC  $1,914  25.00%  $1,122  25.00%  $3,036  25.00%
Coal City UMC  $3,378  16.67%  $1,978  16.67%  $5,356  16.67%
Cornell Blackstone UMC  $1,272  25.00%  $744  25.00%  $2,016  25.00%
Downs UMC  $3,525  25.00%  $2,064  25.00%  $5,589  25.00%
Dwight UMC  $7,428  25.00%  $4,353  25.00%  $11,781  25.00%
El Paso UMC  $2,667  25.00%  $1,563  25.00%  $4,230  25.00%
Essex UMC  $234  25.00%  $138  25.00%  $372  25.00%
Fairbury First UMC  $3,957  25.00%  $2,319  25.00%  $6,276  25.00%
Grand Ridge UMC  $2,436  50.00%  $1,428  50.00%  $3,864  50.00%
Long Point UMC  $975  25.00%  $573  25.00%  $1,548  25.00%
Herscher UMC  $2,388  25.00%  $1,398  25.00%  $3,786  25.00%
Reddick UMC  $1,095  25.00%  $642  25.00%  $1,737  25.00%
South Wilmington UMC  $303  25.00%  $177  25.00%  $480  25.00%
Heyworth UMC  $2,360  16.67%  $1,382  16.67%  $3,742  16.67%
Hudson UMC  $2,211  25.00%  $1,296  25.00%  $3,507  25.00%
Kankakee Asbury UMC  $7,827  25.00%  $4,584  25.00%  $12,411  25.00%
Kankakee Saint Mark UMC  $2,512  16.67%  $1,472  16.67%  $3,984  16.67%
Kankakee Trinity UMC  $2,049  25.00%  $1,200  25.00%  $3,249  25.00%
Aroma Park UMC  $846  25.00%  $495  25.00%  $1,341  25.00%
Bradley Evangelical UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%

LeRoy UMC  $5,376  25.00%  $3,150  25.00%  $8,526  25.00%
Lexington First UMC  $2,920  16.67%  $1,710  16.67%  $4,630  16.67%
Manteno UMC  $3,927  25.00%  $2,301  25.00%  $6,228  25.00%
Mazon UMC  $930  25.00%  $546  25.00%  $1,476  25.00%
McDowell UMC  $5,028  100.00%  $2,940  100.00%  $7,968  100.00%
Minonk UMC  $672  25.00%  $393  25.00%  $1,065  25.00%
Wenona Saint John's UMC  $786  25.00%  $462  25.00%  $1,248  25.00%
Momence UMC  $2,364  25.00%  $1,386  25.00%  $3,750  25.00%
Grant Park UMC  $825  25.00%  $483  25.00%  $1,308  25.00%
Hennepin UMC  $6,444  100.00%  $3,780  100.00%  $10,224  100.00%
Magnolia UMC  $516  25.00%  $303  25.00%  $819  25.00%
McNabb UMC  $480  25.00%  $282  25.00%  $762  25.00%
Normal Calvary UMC  $24,324  25.00%  $14,250  25.00%  $38,574  25.00%
Normal First UMC  $15,249  25.00%  $8,934  25.00%  $24,183  25.00%
Normal Morningstar UMC  $3,213  25.00%  $1,881  25.00%  $5,094  25.00%
Bloomington West Olive Faith UMC  $1,770  50.00%  $1,038  50.00%  $2,808  50.00%
Odell UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Pontiac First UMC  $10,458  25.00%  $6,126  25.00%  $16,584  25.00%
Ransom UMC  $1,518  25.00%  $888  25.00%  $2,406  25.00%
Ritchey UMC  $1,344  100.00%  $792  100.00%  $2,136  100.00%
Roanoke UMC  $2,331  25.00%  $1,365  25.00%  $3,696  25.00%
Secor UMC  $741  25.00%  $432  25.00%  $1,173  25.00%
Saunemin UMC  $1,524  25.00%  $894  25.00%  $2,418  25.00%
Saybrook Wesbein UMC  $1,803  25.00%  $1,056  25.00%  $2,859  25.00%
Streator First UMC  $3,687  25.00%  $2,160  25.00%  $5,847  25.00%
Ellsworth UMC  $1,263  25.00%  $741  25.00%  $2,004  25.00%
Cropsey UMC  $1,155  25.00%  $675  25.00%  $1,830  25.00%
Colfax UMC  $1,059  25.00%  $621  25.00%  $1,680  25.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $1,014  25.00%  $594  25.00%  $1,608  25.00%
Tonica UMC  $1,614  25.00%  $945  25.00%  $2,559  25.00%
Lostant UMC  $840  33.33%  $492  33.33%  $1,332  33.33%
Richland UMC  $228  25.00%  $132  25.00%  $360  25.00%
Cabery UMC  $363  25.00%  $213  25.00%  $576  25.00%
Cullom UMC  $702  25.00%  $411  25.00%  $1,113  25.00%
Kempton UMC  $594  25.00%  $348  25.00%  $942  25.00%
Verona UMC  $498  25.00%  $291  25.00%  $789  25.00%

Vermilion River District Totals  $200,719  25.78%  $117,587  25.78%  $318,306  25.78%

IGRC TOTALS  $1,598,156  20.59%  $936,452  20.60%  $2,534,608  20.59%
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Chaddock will break ground on its new $12 million 
school complex at 2 p.m., Sunday, May 3, 2015.

The new school will be significantly larger than their cur-
rent, aging building. It will accommodate 130 students, and will 
include a computer lab, conference rooms, tutoring and sensory 
rooms, a dining hall, kitchen and conference rooms. The exist-
ing gymnasium and pool will be utilized as part of the overall 
facility.

For more information about the school or the ground-
breaking event contact Jeff Van Camp, Director of Development 
at jvancamp@chaddock.org or at 217-222-0034.

Conference NEWSthe curren 

Six youth groups participate in Cunningham Mission Day 
URBANA – First, the steady beat of a drum. Then 

a tambourine. Followed quickly by a cowbell and egg 
shakers. The sounds lifted through Cunningham's Gerber 
School March 28 as youth and adults from six churches 
participated in our annual Mission Day with Cunningham. 
It was a chance for them to experience some of the thera-
peutic activities that are offered to Cunningham youth on a 
daily basis.

Kyle, the Special Therapies staff who led the drum-
ming circle, encouraged youth from the United Methodist 
churches to use different instruments. He led the group 
in making the sound louder then softer. Adding certain 

instruments and asking others to stop. After a few minutes 
of drumming, he asked, "How did that make you feel?" 

Some of the youth said, "Great!" or "Part of a team." 
One teen said, "I felt awkward. I didn't really know what I 
was doing." Kyle started to talk about those thoughts with 
the group, helping everyone realize that trying something 
new can feel difficult at first. Greg, a youth from Cunning-
ham who sat in on the session, encouraged her, "Some-
times you have to be bold and try new things in order to 
be part of the group. It can be hard, but it's worth it." The 
group nodded.

Churches participating in Mission Day were Murray-

ville UMC (pictured), St Joseph UMC, Kankakee St. Mark’s 
UMC, Savoy UMC, Springfield Laurel UMC and Herscher 
UMC.

Mission Day with Cunningham is all about building 
community. We invite youth and their leaders to campus 
to get to know our mission through hands-on activities 
because we know the benefits of journeying with others 
who believe in helping those in need. Along the way, we 
all learn something about each other and find moments 
to learn about ourselves and grow. Even if that moment 
comes from within a drumming circle.

Asbury Children's Supper Hour
Asbury Children’s Supper Hour provides a safe after-
school environment and meals for low-income chil-
dren in the neighborhoods surrounding Springfield 
Asbury UMC. The Supper Hour is in constant need of 
volunteers who will play with and read to the children, 
help with homework or purchase food for the staff to 
prepare in the kitchen of the church for dinner.

“What we expect from them is to be loving and caring 

and accepting of these children,” says Shawna Mer-
edith, executive director of the Supper Hour. “When we 
have volunteers come in, we like to get them as interac-
tive with the kids as we can. We like to have people 
who come in and read to the younger kids – it soothes 
and relaxes them as well as heightens their education. 
We want volunteers who will give them the attention 
they might not get at home.”

(Left) Shawna Meredith, executive director of the 
Asbury Children’s Supper Hour, gets a hug from Sha-
teerah Howard, 8, before heading home.

(Below) Ty’qwan Farmer, 11, arm wrestles Edward 
Dickerson, right, during the Asbury Children’s Supper 
Hour at Springfield Asbury UMC. Farmer wants to be a 
wrestler, and Dickerson encouraged him to work hard 
and become stronger to achieve his goal.

Photos by Justin L. Fowler
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Conference NEWS

BY PAUL BLACK

Speakers for several of the special meals at 
the 2015 Annual Conference have been an-
nounced by the meal hosts. 

Meal tickets may be purchased through 
May 19 as part of the Annual Conference 
registration process. Visit: www.igrc.org/
ac2015registration to order tickets.

Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary 
dinner – Wed. evening
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary 
will host a dinner on Wednesday, June 
10, at Peoria First UMC.  Ticket holders are 
invited to a time of appetizers and fellow-
ship beginning at 5 p.m. with dinner served 
at 6 p.m.  

Dr. Virginia Lee, associate 
professor of Christian educa-
tion and director of deacon 
studies, will speak on Cries of 
Children: Churches Respond-
ing as she discusses the 
needs of children in the U.S. and, specifi-
cally, Illinois and suggests some ways that 
churches might be advocates for all God's 
children.  The cost is $20.  Current Garrett-
Evangelical Students and prospective 
students may call (309-533-5433) or email 
(scott@hudsonumc.org) Rev. Scott Carnes 
for free tickets.

Holy Land Pilgrimage luncheon –      
Thurs. noon
Persons interested in learning about the 
Bishop’s 2016 Holy Land Pilgrimage are 
invited to a complimentary Educational Op-
portunities Tours’ luncheon on Thursday at 
12:15 p.m. in Room 135.
To reserve your place, contact Kathy 
Bouchard at kbouchard@travelwithus.com 
by May 12.

Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate 
Members – Thurs. noon
Speaker: Mike Crawford
Crawford is the IGRC coor-
dinator of congregational 
development. The cost has 
been reduced this year with 
funds from the Co-Chairs of 
the Orders and Fellowship in an attempt to 
get more LPs and AMs to attend. Currently 
this is the only meeting of the Fellowship 
during the year.

Ethnic Local Minority Concerns, Religion 
and Race and Hispanic 
Ministries –   Fri. noon
Speaker: Dan Lybarger
Lybarger is a retired IGRC 
clergy member currently 
serving as pastor of Knox-
ville UMC in the Illinois River 
District.

United Methodist Women dinner – Friday 
evening
The United Methodist 
Women will host Rev. Gary 
Billiot, pastor of Dayspring 
Native American Fellowship 
UMC in East Peoria, who will 
be bringing a Native Ameri-
can flautist and drummers 
with him for the program.

COSROW luncheon – Sat. noon
Speaker: Kim Schultze. 
Schultze is of Eastern Band 
Cherokee descent.  She is a 
traditional jingle dancer and 
an avid advocate for Native 
American youth, cultural 
preservation, and is involved 

in many social justice issues.  As a member 
of The United Methodist Church she has 
held many leadership positions on Native 
American boards and committees.  She has 
served on the National United Methodist 
Native American Center Board, the Commis-
sion on Religion and Race, and the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference Committee on 
Native American Ministries.    

Election information
Thirty-eight clergy and 17 laity have 
declared their candidacy for election to rep-
resent the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
at the 2016 General Conference in Portland, 
Oreg. May 10-20, 2016, and the 2016 North 
Central Jurisdictional Conference in Peoria 
July 13-16, 2016. 

Elections for delegates will take place dur-
ing the Clergy and Laity Sessions, which 
will begin on Wednesday at 1 p.m. Five 
clergy delegates and five lay delegates will 
be elected for General Conference with an 
additional five clergy and five lay delegates 
that will join the General Conference del-
egation for Jurisdictional Conference.  Three 
lay and three clergy delegates will also be 
elected to serve as alternates for the Juris-
dictional Conference. 

A delegate is elected when they are named 
on more than half of the ballots cast in any 
particular round of voting. The standards for 
election can be modified by suspending the 
rules and receiving a 2/3 affirmative vote.

Profiles of the declared candidates along 
with a statement will be published in a 
voter’s guide in the June issue of The Cur-
rent, which will be published the last week 
of May.

The clergy candidates are as follows: Andy 
Adams, pastor of Champaign Quest UMC; 
William Adams, pastor of Glen Carbon UMC; 
Pat Allin, pastor of Moweaqua-Sanner Cha-
pel UMC’s; Rose Booker-Jones, Iroquois River 
District Superintendent; Scott Carnes, pastor 
of Hudson UMC; Nicole Cox, associate pas-
tor of Springfield First UMC; John Cross, pas-
tor of Eldorado-Raleigh UMC’s; Sidney Davis, 
pastor of Toulon UMC; Carol Lakota Eastin, 
Kaskaskia River District Superintendent; 
Beth Fender, IGRC Coordinator of Disciple-
ship and New Streams; 

Janice Griffith, Executive Assistant to the 
Bishop; Garry Gromley, Lexington First UMC; 
John Hackmann, pastor of Coulterville-Til-
den UMC’s; Lori Harvey, associate pastor of 
Morton UMC; Camilla Hempstead, associate 
pastor of Bloomington Wesley UMC; Stan 
Irvin, pastor of Carrier Mills UMC; Sara Isbell, 
pastor of Chatham UMC; Richard Lewis, 
pastor of Marshall First UMC; Tom Logsdon, 
IGRC Director of Connectional Ministries; 
Andy Maxwell, pastor of Hoopeston-Wel-
lington UMC’s; 

Mary Kathryn Pearce, Illinois River District 
Superintendent; Bob Phillips, pastor of 
Peoria First UMC; Dennis Price, pastor of Troy 
UMC; Bill Pyatt, pastor of East Alton First 
UMC; Charliam Renner, pastor of Sullivan 
UMC; Shalom Renner, pastor of Greenville 
First UMC; Alan Rhein, pastor of Carbondale 
First UMC; Chris Ritter, pastor of Geneseo 
First UMC; Randy Robinson, pastor of Dan-
ville St. James UMC; Vince Rohn, pastor of 
Arcola UMC; 

Roger Ross, pastor of Springfield First UMC; 
Bruce Rushing, pastor of Canton Wesley 
UMC; Eric Swanson, pastor of LeRoy UMC; 
Craig Sweet, pastor of Sherman UMC; Rick 
Van Giesen, IGRC Director of Administrative 
Services; Sylvester Weatherall, Spoon River 
District Superintendent; Beverly Wilkes-Null, 

pastor of Highland Hope UMC and J. Keith 
Zimmerman, retired IGRC clergy.

The laity candidates are as follows: David 
Bell, Casey UMC; Melissa Calvillo, Carthage 
First UMC; Bobby Davis, Maryville St. Luke 
UMC; Eda Hackmann, Shiloh UMC; Anish 
Hermon, Bloomington Hope UMC; Fred 
Iutzi, Carthage First UMC; Marian McCray, 
Granite City Nameoki UMC; Steve Schonert, 
Olney First UMC; Carol Sims, administrative 
assistant for Preachers’ Aid Society, Williams-
ville UMC; Anthony Stauder, Springfield 
Laurel UMC;

Darla Stewart, Waverly UMC; Larry Weber, 
Fairview Heights Christ UMC; Rhonda Whita-
ker, Neoga Grace UMC; J. LaVon Wilson, 
Springfield Grace UMC; Bunny Wolfe, IGRC 
Coordinator of Missions and Outreach, Ben-
ton First UMC; Kimberly Woods, Braceville 
UMC and Carolyn Yockey, Normal First UMC.

Those elected will be recognized following 
the opening worship service on Wednesday 
night of Annual Conference.

Act of Repentance
An Act of Repentance toward Indigenous 
People along with two special speakers will 
headline the 2015 Annual Conference with 
the theme, Healing the Circle.
As part of preparing for the Act of Repen-
tance, speakers on Thursday and Friday 
morning will help weave the story of Native 
Americans in Illinois.
Rev. Fred Shaw, a clergy member of the 
West Ohio Conference and Rev. Dr. Thom 
White Wolf Fassett, former general secretary 
of the General Board of Church and Society, 
will be the keynote speakers.
Shaw will be sharing some storytelling at 
Thursday’s All-Conference Dinner which will 
be a celebration of Native American culture.
Dr. Fassett, who will speak on Friday 
morning, is an internationally recognized 
champion of human and civil rights and an 
outspoken defender of Native and indig-
enous rights. He has traveled throughout 
the world to assist those whose voices need 
to be heard. 

Special offerings
A special offering for Africa University’s 
Making Dreams Possible scholarship 
campaign will be collected at the opening 
worship services Wednesday night.
IGRC congregations have been asked by 
their District Superintendents to make a 
pledge toward the $1 million campaign 
which will culminate in 2016. The campaign 
was authorized by the 2013 session of An-
nual Conference.
The Midwest Mission Distribution Center 
will also be collecting items for their book 
bags. A portion of the collection will be 
distributed to Native American schools 
and ministries with which the MMDC has a 
relationship. Churches are encouraged to 
collect the following items and drop them 
off at the MMDC truck which will be parked 
at the Civic Center during Annual Confer-
ence:

•  Spiral notebooks (8 by 10 ½”) – single 
subject – 70 to 80 pages

•  Stick style pens (blue or black) – no 
advertising

•  Box of 24 Crayons
•  Pair of blunt school scissors (rounded 

tip)
Offerings will also be taken on Friday 
evening during the Service of Ordination 
for the ordinands’ pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land and on Saturday morning for the Tom 
Brown Scholarship at Wiley College as part 
of the Black College Fund presentation.
Conference laity will also have an offering 

during the Laity Session for the John Kofi 
Asmah School in West Point, Liberia, just 
outside Monrovia. Over the years, laity ses-
sion offerings built the school and since that 
time, offerings have been taken to purchase 
furnishings for the school.

Conference preachers
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton will be preach-
ing Wednesday’s opening worship service as 
well as Friday evening’s Service of Ordina-
tion and Commissioning.
Rev. Mark Myers, pastor of Jerseyville UMC 
and one of 19 pastors entering into retired 
relationship with the conference this year, 
will preach the Service of Recognition for 
Retirees Thursday morning and the Rev. 
In-Sook Hwang, pastor of Carbondale Grace 
UMC, will be the preacher for the Memorial 
service on Thursday afternoon.

Hotels for 2015 Annual Conference
A listing of those hotels in the Peoria Area 
that are offering a block rate for the 2015 
Annual Conference has been posted online.

For a listing of hotels within the Annual 
Conference block, visit: www.igrc.org/
ac2015hotels, and several hotels have 
already sold out its blocks.
There have been several additional hotels 
added since it was first posted a week ago. 
The way to guarantee a certain hotel is to 
reserve your room now. 

Make sure you mention the "Illinois Great 
Rivers Annual Conference" when making 
your rate to assure group pricing.

Special meals speakers announced

Annual Conference deadlines
Already open – Information on hotels 
can be found by visiting: www.igrc.org/
ac2015hotels.

May 1 – Deadline for submission of 
materials for the supplemental packet. 
Such materials are printed at the expense 
of the person submitting the resolution. 
Plan for 1,600 copies. For information on 
submitting resolutions, visit: www.igrc.
org/ac2015resolutions or page 336 of 
the 2014 Journal-Yearbook. Resolutions 
should be sent to: acsecretary@igrc.org. 

May 8 – Deadline to submit an ad for the 
June issue of The Current. For information 
on advertising, visit: www.igrc.org/ac-
2015Current.

May 11 – Deadline for child care registra-
tion and ordering of t-shirts for childcare 
participants. No registration for child care 
will be accepted after this date. For child-
care registration and information, visit: 
www.igrc.org/ac2015childcare.

May 11 – Deadline for other annual 
conference members to order childcare 
t-shirts.  To order, visit: www.igrc.org/
ac2015childcare.  

May 14 – Deadline for hotel reservations 
where blocks of rooms have been set 
aside. Please note: several hotels have 
different deadline dates; as of May 14, 
all blocked rooms will be released to the 
public. Visit: www.igrc.org/ac2015ho-
tels to make your reservation with the 
particular hotel.

May 19 – Deadlines for annual confer-
ence registration (registrations after this 
date will be handled on-site at the IGRC 
registration window in the Terrazo Lobby 
of the Civic Center. It is also the dead-
line for purchase of parking and special 
meal tickets (Note: no refunds for meals 
are given after May 19). Avoid long lines 
by registering online at: www.igrc.org/
ac2015registration. For special meal 
refunds, call 217-529-2395.MAY 2015
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